Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


l/a 


'/Mij-r^ 


^atbarlr  tiToUcBt  Hibrat]! 


THE 


Jattsdttttuw  M 


OF 


I 

f 


o 

THE 


TREDERICK  J.  FUENIVAIX. 


"i     LONDOK:    o 

PDBUSHT  FOR  THK  rHAUCER  SOCIETY,   i^ ' ■  '' 
BY  N.  TRtiBNEE  *  CO.,  iTSc  59,  lUDGATE  HILL. 

18C8-1879     I'  •  '•  -'J 


s 


^/,  u<^  I  inf-C  , 


//^Y/,  /c^-V  -  ■  /  7  Mj^  ,  //// 


n   ^ 


Pm      DEC  8  1911 


<|ir0i  Series, 


CLAY    AKD  TATT.OR,  THB  CHAtJCER  PRFRS,    BUNOAY. 


Ill 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  LANSDOWNE  MS. 


Group 

A.  §  1.  Ctoudral  Prolognd  ... 

Tetteide  notes  for  the  Knighfs  Tale 

§  S.  Knight's  Tale^  (of  Palamon,  Arcite» 
and  fair  Emelje.  Pt  II,  p.  40 ; 
Pt.  in,  p.  54 ;  Pt.  IV,  p.  71) 

§  3.     Knight-Milleb  Likk 

§  4.  Miller's  Tale  (of  Nicholas,  Absolon, 
&  the  Oxford-Carpenter's  Wife) 

§5.      Miller-Reevb  Link      

§  6.  Eeeve's  Tale  (of  the  Trumpington 
Miller  and  Cambridge  Clerks) 

§  7.      Reeve-Cook  Link         

§  8.  Cook's  Tale  (unfiniM :  of  the  Lon- 
don Victualler's  Apprentice)  . . . 
Ajtpendix  to  Gfroup  A :  the  spurious 
Tale  of  Gamelyn,  with  a  spth 
rious  Cook-Gameltn  Link  of  4 

AlJiwO         •■•  •••  •••  ••« 


six-Text 
Pages 

1 
25 


26 

89 
92 

111 

113 
125 

127 


LuikL 
Paget 

1 
25 


26 

89 

92 
111 

113 
125 

127 


129 


§  L      Man  of  Law's  Head-Link 

§  2.  Han  of  Law's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of 

Constance  and  her  Boy).  (Pt.  II, 

p.  142  S-T.,  p.  168  Lans.;  Pt. 

Ill,  p.  157  S-T.y  p.  183  Lane,) 
Latin  Side-Notes  to  the  Tale 
§  3.      Man  -  of  -  Law  —  Shipman  Link 

{wrongly  as  Man-of-Law-Squibe 

^^A.Si  JBl.  !••«        •«•        ••■        «•■ 


129 


132 
133 


167 


155 


158 
159 


193 


'  In  Uie  maigiBS  of  this  Tale  are  marks  showing  what  parts  of 
it  were  taken  by  Chancer  from  Boccacoio*s  TegHde :  **  •  "  means 
*  englisht  from  the  Teseide  * ;  **\  "  means  *  having  a  general  like- 
seas  to  it ' ;  and  "  |  "  having  a  slight  likeness. — See  further,  Dr 
John  Koch's  Essay  In  the  Society's  JBssaifS  on  Chatteer^  i.  358—400. 


IV 


CONTENTS. 


Group 

l^r  F,  §  1,  Squire's  Head-Link,  from 
Addit.  MS.  5140,  9ee  Appendix  4, 
p.  6*.] 

F.  §  2,  Squire*8Tale(/////f///W/7;oftheMagic 
Horee,  &c,  and  the  Falcon)  with 
8  lines  of  a  Hpitrious  Squire- 
'Wife  Link  at  the  end  (instead 
of  the  two  genuine  lines  671-2), 
p.  497  S-2\  p.  212  Lans.) 
IFor  F,  §  3,  Squire- Frank  UN  Link, 
from  Addit.  MS.  5140,  ifee  Appendix 
6,  p.  7*.  For  F,  §  4,  Fbankun's 
Tale,  tee  p.  351  Lans.l 


Six-Text 
Paget 


D.  §  1.  Wife  of  Bath*8  Preamble  ^  (of  her  5 

Husbands,  &c.),  with  4  lines  of 

a  spurious  Squire-Wipe  Link 
§  2.  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale  (of  what  Women 

most  desire)     ... 

§3.      Wife-Friar  Link  

§  4.  Friar's  Tale  (of  the  Sum'ner  carrid 

off  to  Hell) 

§  5,     Friar-Sum'ner  Link     

§  6.  Snm'ner's  Tale  (of  the  Friar  trickt 

by  the  sick  Husbandman,  and 

the  Lord's  Carver) 


E.  §  1.      Clerk's  Head-Link       

§  2.  Clerk's  Tale  (of  Gri.sildo).  (Pt.  11, 
p.  409  S-T,  p.  288  La7is. ;  Pt. 
Ill,  p.  417  S-T,  p.  296  Lans.  ; 
Pt.  IV,  p.  422  8-T,  p.  301  Lans.  ; 
Pt.  V,  p.  428  8-T,  p.  307  Lans.  ; 
Pt.  VI,  p.  433  ST,  p.  312  Lans. 
Chaucer's  Envoy,^  p.  440  S-T, 
p.  319  Lans.)  ... 
{For  Group  E,  §  3,  Clebk- MERCHANT 
Link  (from  MS.  Reg.  17  D  xv),  xce 
Appendix,  no.  3,  p.  5*.] 


479 


Lanid. 
Pages 


194 


334 

359 
371 

372 
383 


385 


403 


405 


213 

238 
250 

251 

262 


264 


281 


284 


*  Has  not  the  lines  D  575—584,  609—612,  619—626,  717—720. 
They  are  supplied  in  the  text,  p.  229,  230,  238  Lansd.,  from  Cambr. 
Univ.  BIS.  li.  3.  26,  Harl.  1758.  and  Laud  600. 

'  6  stanzas  of  6  lines  each,  each  having  the  same  3  rymes, 
-ence,  -at/le,  -ynde^  and  ryming  ahahch,  as  against  the  7-line  stansas 
of  the  Tale,  ryming  ahahbcc^  and  having  changing  rymes. 


CONTENTS. 


E.  §  4.  Merchant's  Tale^  (of  January  and 

May,  incomplete,  only  to  I.  2318. 
For  lines  2319-2418  (from  HarL 
MS.  1758,  with  U  spurious 
lines),  see  Appendix  1,  p.  1* 
Larus.) 

\_For  E,  §  6,  MeACHAKT^S  EkO-Link 
(from  Addit.  MS.  6140),  iee  Ap- 
pendix 2,  p.  4*.] 


Six-Text 


Lansd. 
Pages 


443 


321 


IFbr  F,  §  1,  »ee  Appendix  4,  p.  6* ; 
for  F,  §  2,  p.  479  Lam,;  for  F,  §  3, 
tee  Appendix  6,  p.  7*.] 

F.  §  4.  Franklin's  (Proem  and)  Tale*  (of 
Dorigen,  Arviiagus,  and  Auri- 
li^) 


500 


351 


0.  §  1.  Second  Knn's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of 

St.  Cecile)       627 

§  2.      Second -Nun — Canon's -Yeoman 

■I-<INK     ...  ...  ...  ...      O-xf 

§  3.  Canon's  Yeoman's   Preamble   (of 

Alchemy,  &c.)  552 

§  4.  Canon's  Yeoman's  Tale  (of  the  ras- 
cally Alchemist-Canon)         ...    560 
Sptirtoiuf  Canon's- Yeoman — Doctob   Link 
of  16  lines       


377 
397 
402 
410 
425 


'  Has  (like  Corpus  and  Pefcworth  MSS.)  a  spurioua  1.  1778, 
instead  of  the  genuine  E  1777,  p.  458  S-T,  p.  336  Lant.,  and  a 
spuriooB  1.  1816  (mi8placed).  p.  459  S-T,  p.  337  Lans,  Leaves  out» 
like  Ck)rp.  and  Pet.  MS.,  E  1927-8,  p.  461  S-T,  p.  340  Lans.  But, 
unlike  Corp.  and  Pet.,  the  Lans.  MS.  leaves  out  E  2281-8,  p.  472 
S-T^  p.  350  Lans, 

''  Like  Corpus  and  Petworth  MSS.,  Lanad.  leaves  out  F  1423-4, 
and  1433-4,  and  has  a  spurious  F  1436,  misplaced,  p.  520  S-l] 
p.  371  Lans,  It  also  has  not  the  lines  F  1455-6,  1493-8,  known 
only  in  the  EUesmere  MS.,  p.  621,  522  S-T,  p.  872-3  Latis,  Like 
Corp.  and  Pet  MSS.,  Lansd.  has  spurious  lines  for  F  1529,  F  1656, 
p.  523  S-T,  p.  374  Lans,  Like  Corpus  (but  not  Pet.),  Lansd.  leaves 
out  F  1567-8  ;  and  unlike  both,  it  leaves  out  too  F  1695-1602,  and 
transposes  1603,  1604,  p.  524-6  S-T,  p.  375-6  iMng. 


VI 


CONTENTS. 


Groap 

C.  §  1.  Doctor's  Tale  (of  Virginia) 
§2.  Doctor-Pardonbr  Link 
§  3.  Pardoner's    Preamble  ^    (of    his 

Preaching  and  Tricks) 
§  4.  Pardoner's    Tale>    (of   the   Three 
Bioters) 
Spurious  Pabdoneb-Shipman  Link  of  6  lines 


Six-Text 
Pagw 

303 
312 

3H 

318 


Lanad. 
Pages 

426 

435 

437 

441 
456 


[^r  B,  §  1, 2,  3,  see  p.  155—193  Lant., 
p.  129—167  S-T.] 

B.  §  4.  Shipman's  Tale  (of  the  Monk  and 

the  Merchant's  Wife)  ...    168 

§  5.      Shipman-Priobess  Link  ...    181 

§  6.  Prioress's  (Proem  and)  Tale  (of  the 

little  murderd  Boy) 182 

§  7.      Pbioress-Thopas  Link  ...         ...    190 

§  8.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas  {u7i' 
finisht)  (Fytte  2,  p.   197  S-T, 

p.  48  Lansd.) ...    191 

§  9.      Thopas-Melibe  Link 199 

§  10.  Chanoer's  Tale  of  Helibe  (prose :  of 

Prudence)        ...    201 

§  11.      Melibe-Monk  Link      253 

§  12.  Honk's  Tale  3  (of  Men  fallen  from 

high  estate)     256 

§  13.      Monk — Nun's-Pbiest  Link     ...    281 
§  14.  Nun's  Priest's  Tale  (of  the  Cock 

and  Fox)         ...    283 

llbr  B,  §  15,  Nun's  Pbiest's  End- 
Link,  see  p.  700.] 


457 
470 

471 
479 


480 
488 

490 
542 

545 
570 

672 


H.  §  1.      Manciple*s  Head-Link 
§  2.  Manciple's  Tale  (of  the  Crow) 


576 
580 


590 
594 


*  Line  366,  p.  814  S-T,  p.  487  Lans.,  was  wrongly  put  in  by  me, 
as  the  present  857  is  meant  for  857-8,  p.  815  S-T,  p.  438  Lans. 
Lanad.  leaves  out  lines  C  409-427,  p.  816  8-T,  p.  489  Zans,  (Corp. 
and  Pet.  have  them.) 

^  Like  Corpus  (not  Petworth,  &c.),  has  2  spurious  lines  487^, 
488c,  p.  318  S-T,  p.  441  Lans, 

'  The  4  *  Modern  Instances ' — Peter  the  Cruel  of  Spain,  Peter 
of  Cyprus,  Bamabo  Visoonti  of  Milan,  and  Count  Ugolino  of  Pisa — 
are  in  their  right  places,  after  Zenobia,  p«  268  S'T,  p.  557  Lansd. 


CONTENTS. 


Vll 


Ganmp 

L  §  1.      Blakk-Pabson  Link      

Contents  of  the  Parson'fi  Tale  . . . 
§  2.  Parson's  Tale  (A  prose  Treatise  on 
Penitence.  Pt  II,  p.  612-678 
iS-r,  p.  626-692  Zan«d. ;  Pt.ni, 
p.  679-683  8-T,  p.  693-6  Lavsd. 
Leave-taking,  p.  684  S-T,  p.  698 
Lansd,) 


Six-Ttxt 


589 
592 


Lauad. 


602 
605 


593      607 


SuppU.  B.  §  15.  Kun's  Prie8t'8  End-Link, 

fix)m  the  Christ  Church  MS.         301 


700 


OF  SECTIONS,  WOODCUTS,  ETC.,  NOT  IN  THE 

LANSDOWNE  MS. 

1.  Group  E,  §  4,  end  of  the  Merchants  Tale, 

L  2319-2418,  from  the  Harleian  MS. 
1758,  with  8  spurious  lines  after  1. 
2353  (p.  3*),  2  spurious  lines  after  1. 
2366,  and  4  after  1.  2376.  (See  p.  473 
8-T,  p.  360*  Lans,  above) 473 

2.  Group  E,  §  5,  the  Merchanfa  Eitd-Link, 

p.  476  Six-Text,  from  the  Additional 
MS.  5140,  in  the  British  Museum. 
(Twould have  followd  p.  475  S'T,ot  3* 
above,  had  it  been  in  the  Lansd;  MS.)    476        4* 

3.  Group  E,  §  3,  the  Clerh-Merchant-Linky 

p.  442  Six-Text,  from  Royal  MS.  17 
D  XV,  in  the  British  Museum.  It  would 
have  followd  p.  320  Lans,  above,  had 
it  been  in  the  Lansd.  MS.     ...         ...    442 

4.  Group  F,  §  1,  the  dguire's  Head-Link^ 

p.  478  Six-Text,  from  the  Additional 
MS.  5140,  in  the  British  Museum.  It 
would  have  come  next  before  p.  194 
Lans,  above,  instead  of  the  Man-of- 
Law-Shipman  lAnk,  p.  193,  had  it 
been  in  the  Lansd.  MS.  and  the  Tales 
in  right  order  ...         478 


5* 


6* 


Vlll 


CONTENTS. 


Group 

5.  Group  F,  §  3,  the  Squire-Franklin  Link, 
p.  498-9  Six-Text,  from  the  Addit.  MS. 
6140  Brit.  Mus.  'Twould  have  followd 
p.  212  above — see  the  spurious  Links, 
or  ending  and  heading,  there  and  on 
p.  213 — had  it  been  in  the  MS.  and 
the  Tales  been  rightly  arrangd 

C.  Drawings  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24  Can- 
terbury Talcs,  copied  from  the  EUesm. 
MS.,  and  cut  on  wood  by  Mr  Hooper 

4.  Drawings  of  6  Tellers  of  6  Cavferbut^y 
Tales y — the  Cook,  Reeve,  Wife  of  Bath, 
Pardoner,  Monk,  and  Manciple, — and 
of  6  Allegorical  Figures — Wrath  and 
Mercy,  Gluttony  and  Abstinence,  Lech- 
ery and  Chastity, — from  the  Cambridge 
University  MS.,  Gg.  4.  27,  cut  by  Mr 
Hooper 


Six-Text 
P«get 


Lanad. 
P«R«« 


498 


7* 


n 


CI 


/  •  ■ 


€\ymttx  Softo 


/ 


THE 


(Xo.  851) 


OF 


tfhaucci['s   (K;int4r{rui[g   ©ii^s. 


EDITED   «Y 


FREDERICK  J.  FURNIVALL 


JiBiind^ik 


HAmLMS.4866. 


PART   I. 


ii 

London.- 

FUBUSHED  FOR  THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY 

BY  N.  TKUBNEK  &  CO.,  67  &  59,  LUDGATE  HILL, 


IIDCJCCLXVIII. 


[REPRINTED,  1877.] 


®he  (Jltnttrcr  Sacieto. 


Editor  in  Chief  :—Y.  J.  Fvrmvall,  3,  St  George's  Sq.,  Primroso  Hill,  N.W. 


To  do  honour  to  Chaucer,  jvnd  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  see  how  far  the 
best  unprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  diflcr  from  the  printed  texts,  this  Society  i^ 
founded.  There  are  many  questions  of  metre,  pronunciation,  orthography,  and  ety- 
mology yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  prints  of  Manuscripts  are  wanted,  and  it  im 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  line  of  Chaucer  contains  points*  that  need  recon- 
sideration. The  founder's  propoMil  is  to  begin  with  The  Canttrhury  Tales^  and  jfive 
of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in  lioval  4to)  six  of  the  best  unprinted  Manuscripts* 
known.  Inasmuch  also  as  the  parailel  arrangement  will  neceK.Hitatc  the  alteration  of 
the  places  of  certain  tales  in  some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  will  be  issued  8€»- 
paratcly,  and  will  follow  the  order  of  its  original.  The  first  six  MSS  to  be  priiited  are 
the  EUesmere  (bv  leave  of  the  Earl  of  Ellesmere) ;  the  Ilengwrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W. 
E.  Wynne,  Esq.)  ;  the  Cambridge  Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27;  the  Corpus, 'Oxford  ; 
the  Petworth  (by  lejive  of  Lord  Leconfield) ;  and  the  Lansdowne  8ol  (British 
Museum). 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems, — the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — all,  or  nearly  all,  the  MSS  \t-ill  be  printed,  so  as  to 
secure  all  the  existing  e>idence  for  the  true  text. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Fumivall  will 
read  all  with  their  MSS. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  contains  the 
different  texts  of  Chaucer's  works ;  and  the  Second,  such  originals  of,  and  esstiyn 
on  these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementjirv 
Tales. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  paralh>l 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  ^ith  Tables,  showing  the 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  th€>ir  varj'ing  onier  in  38  MSS  of  tlie  Tales,  and 
in  o  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Specimens  from  sevend  MSS  of  the 
**Mov«ible  Prologues"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — The  Shipmau's  Prolog-ue, 
and  Franklin's  Prt>logue, — when  moved  from  their  right  places,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.  (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 
II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
III. 
IV. 
V. 
VI. 
VII. 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is,  - 

VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  Ellesmere  MS.^ 

IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Hcngwrt     „ 

X.     „         „  „  „        „  „  Cambridge  „     ^ 

XI.     „         M  M  n        tj  jf  Corpus        „     i      ''Gamelyn" 
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XIII.  „  „  „  „        „  „  Lansdowne,,    ) 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV,) 
The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
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Xyi.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
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and  *  the  Compleynt  of  Mars,'  each  from  six  MSS. 
XXII.  Supplementary  i*arallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  contain ^ry^y 
*  The  Pariam'ent  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS.  •— *«« 
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Indpit  prologos  tdbviaium  CBotnBiiengium,  n«af  23 

Han  fat  Aprille  wy^e  his  schonies  soote . 

fe  drought  of  Maxche  ha]>e  perced  to  ]>e  roote . 

And  ba^  euery  veyne  in  snche  lycoure . 

Of  whiche  yartne  engender  ia  fe  floure .         4 

Whan  ^ephirois  eke  with  his  swete  bre]>e . 

Inspired  h&ye  in  enery  holte  and  hethe . 

The  iendre  croppes  and  ye  ^onge  sonne . 

Ha]>e  in  fe  Eamme  his  haK  coTirs  ronne .       8 
And  Smal  fotdes  maken  melodye . 
^t  slepen  al  nyht  wi^  open .  yhe . 
So  piikke^  hem  nature  in  her  corages . 
Than  longen  folke  to  gone  one  pilgrimages .  12 

And  palmeres  for  to  seeke  straungere  strondes . 
To  feme  halowes  cow^e  in  sundre  londes . 
And  specialy  from  emery  schyres  ende . 
Of  Ingelonde  to  Canterbuii  pei  wende  16 

The  holy  bliafdl  Martii'  for  to  seke 
That  hem  ha}>  holpen  whan  ^ei  were  seke 
It  he-fel  ^an  in  }>at  sesofie  ypon  a  daie 
In  Suthewerke  att  ^e  tabard  as  .1.  laie  20 

Bedi  to  wende  on  my  pilgremage . 
To  Canterbuiie  wi^  fid  deuoute  Corage . 
At  nyhte  was  come  in-to  ]>at  hostellerie 
Wei  l^yne  and  twente  on  a  companye  24 

Of  sondre  folke  be  auenture  yf alle 
In  felauschipe  and  Pilgrimes  were  fei  alle 
To-waide  Canterbuii  ]»it  wolde  ride 
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The  Chambres  and  stables  weien  wjde  28 

And  wele  weren  esede  at  ]>e  beste 

An  sobortly  whan  fe  sofi  was  to  leste 

So  had  .1.  spoken  with  hem  euerychone 

put  .1.  was  of  hei'  felawschep  anone  32 

And  maade  forwaide  eriy  for  to  rise 

To  lake  owie  waie  ]>are  as  .1.  jowe  denise 

£ot  na]>eles  while  .1.  haue  time  and  space 

Er  ]»it  .1.  for]>er  in  fia  tale  pace .  36 

Me  fenkef  it  accordant  to  resone 

To  tell:  jowe  alle  ^e  condiciofie 

Of  iche  of  hem  so  as  it  semed  me 

And  whiche  ^i  were  cmd  of  whate  degro  40 

And  eke  in  whatte  ame  J^at  fei  were  inne 

And  att  a  knyhte  ]>an  wold  .1.  furst  be-ginne . 

A  Enyght  pere  was  and  pai  a  worjii  manne  p«ir2,back] 

That  fro  ye  time  ^at  he  fiist  be-ganne  44 

To  lyden  owte  he  loued  chenalrie 

Tieu])e  and  honoure  fredome  and  curtesie 

Sal  wor]>i  was  he  in  his  loides  werre 

And  ^ar-to  had  he  riden  no  man  so  ferre  48 

As  wele  in  Cristendom  as  in  hey])ennesse 

And  euere  hononred  for  his  worj^inesse . 

Att  Alisander  he  was  whan  it  was  wonne 

f^  oft  time  he  had  ^e  borde  be-gonne  52 

Aboue  al  nacions  in  Pruce 

In  Lettowe  had  he  reysed  and  in  Buce 

No  Giisteneman  so  oft  of  his  degre 

In  (rernade  att  ^e  sege  eke  had  he  be  5(4 

Of  Algeziie  and  riden  had  in  Belmaiye 

Att  Leyes  was  he  and  att  Satilye 

Whan  yei  were  wonne .  and  in  ye  grete  see 

Att  mony  a  noble  Arme  had  he  bee  60 

Att  Mortel  Batailles  had  he  be  fifbene 

And  fowhten  for'owre  fei]>e  att  Tramessene . 

In  listes  Juries  and  ay  sleyne  hia  foo 
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This  ilke  worJ>i  knyhte  hade  bene  also  g^ 

Some  tim  -wi^  ^e  lorde  of  Palatye 

A^eine  anoj^er  heij^en  in  Turkye 

And  ener  more  he  had  a  sonereine  prise 

And  Jwoghe  }>at  he  was  worjri  he  was  wise 

And  of  his  porte  as  meke  as  is  a  maide 

He  nener  ^t  no  veLmj  seide 

In  al  his  life  til  no  maner  wyght 

He  was  a  yerrey  p^rfite  gentQ  knyht 

ffor  to  tel  3owe  of  his  aiaye 

His  hora  was  goode  hot  he  was  nouhte  gaye 

Off  ffostion  he  werede  a  Gepoa 

AS  be-smoterde  wi>  his  habnigen . 

ftoT  he  was  late  come  fio  his  viage 

And  went  for  to  done  his  Pilgrimage 

Wif  hime  J«re  was  his  sonne  a  jonge  swiere 

A  lonyer  and  a  Insti  bachellere 

Wi>  lokkes  croUe  as  >ei  were  leide  in  presse 

Of  .XX.  jeres  of  age  he  was  .1.  gesse. 

Of  his  stature  he  was  of  enen  lengef  e 

And  wonderly  deliuer .  and  grete  of  strenkefe  84 

And  he  had  be  snme  time  in  cheualrie 

In  fflandies  in  Artoys  and  in  Pykardie 

And  borne  him  wele  as  of  so  litel  space 

In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace 

Embrowded  was  he  as  it  were  a  mede 

Al  fbl  of  fiissche  flowres  white  and  rede 

Singeinge  he  was  or  flowteinge  al  >e  daie 

Hewaaalsofrescheasisfemonefofmaie. 

bchort  was  his  gonne  with  sleues  loDge  and  wide 

HeIecon|«he  aitte  on  an  horse  a«^  faire  ride 

He  con>e  songes  make  and  wele  endite 

luate  and  eke  dannce  and  wele  purtreie  and  write 

00  hote  he  loued  fat  be  nyghfcer  tale 

He  slepete  no  more  >an  do/^e  >e  nyhtegale 

Corteis  he  was  lowly  ajid  seruisable 
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And  karf  t()-foT  his  fader  att  )»  table  100 

A  joman  had  he  and  seroantes  no  moo 

Att  ^t  time  for  him  Uste  ride  boo 

And  he  was  cladde  m  cote  and  hoode  of  grene 

A  scheef  of  pokoke  arwes  briht  and  kene  104 

Ynder  his  belte  he  hare  ful  ^reftolie 

Wele  con])e  he  drese  his  takel  jemonlie 

His  arwes  droaped  nonht  vrip  fe^eres  lowe 

And  in  his  honde  he  bare  a  myhti  bowe  108 

A  notte  hede  had  he  wi]>  a  broune  visage 

Of  wodecraft  wele  conjee  he  al  fe  vsage 

Ypon  his  aime  ho  bare  a  gaie  brasere 

And  be  his  side  a  swerde  ami  a  bokelere  113 

And  on  f&t  of  ere  side  a  gaie  daggere . 

Hemeyste  wele  and  scharpe  as  j?e  pointe  of  a  spere . 

A  ehriatohxr  on  his  breste  of  siluer  schene . 

An  home  he  bare  ^e  bawdrik  was  of  grene  IIG 

A  forster  was  he  soj?elje  as  .1.  gesse. 

IT  Thare  was  also  a  Nonne  a  Frioresse 

That  of  hir  smyleynge  was  ful  simple  and  coye 

Hei'  grettest  ofe  was  bot  be  seint  Loye .  120 

And  sche  was  cleped  Madame  Englentyne 

fful  wele  sche  songe  ))e  seroise  demne 

Entuned  in  hir  nose  ful  semely . 

And  franche  sche  spake  fol  faire  and  fetialy  124 

After  ^e  scole  att  Stratford  att  Bowe 

ffor  £renche  of  Paris  was  to  hire  vnknowe 

Att  mete  wele  ytauhte  was  sche  wtt^att  ciHif  ^  bMki 

Sche  lete  no  morsel  fro  hir  lippes  fatt  12S 

Ke  wete  hir  fingeres  in  hir  sauce  depe 

Wele  cou^e  sche  cary  a  morsel  and  wel  kepe 

])at  no  drope  ne  fel  ypon  hir  breste 

In  curtesie  was  sette  ful  muchel  her  leste  132 

Hii'  ou^re-lippe  sche  wyped  so  clene 

That  in  hir  coppe  ^er  was  no  fat  )nnge  sene 

Of  grece  whan  sche  had  dronken  hii*  drawhte 
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finl  semelye  after  hiz*  mete  ache  rawhte »  13G 

And  sekerly  ache  was  of  grete  disporte . 

And  fdl  plesant  and  fal  amyable  of  porie 

And  peyned  hir  to  connterfet  chere 

Of  Conrte  and  to  be  stalyche  of  Maneie  140 

And  to  be  bolden  digne  of  leueience 

Bot  for  to  speke  of  hire  Conscience 

Sche  was  so  charitable  and  so  py tons . 

Sche  wolde  wepe  ^if  }>at  sche  sawe  a  mouse  144 

Kanlit  in  a  trape  if  it  waie  dede  or  bledde 

Of  emale  houndes  bad  sche  J^at  sche  fedde 

Wi^  rostede  fiesche  or  melke  or  wastel  brede 

Bot  sore  wepped  scbe  if  one  of  hem  were  dede  148 

Or  if  men  smote  it  wi))  a  jerde  smart 

And  al  was  conscience  and  tendar  herte 

ffdl  semely  bii'  wympol  pinched  was 

Hire  nose  was  streihte  hei'  yhen  was  grei  as  glas  152 

Hire  mon]«  fal  smal .  and  fere-io  soft  and  rede 

Bot  seknrly  sche  had  a  faire  forhede 

It  was  al-moste  a  spanne  brode  .1.  tiowe 

for  hardely  sche  was  nonhte  ynder  growe  156 

ffnl  fetis  was  hii'  cloke  as  .1.  was  wai^ 

Of  smale  coral  abonte  hir  hanne  sche  bai^ 

A  peire  of  Bedes  ganded  al  wi}>  grene 

And  ^ere-one  honge  a  broche  of  golde  fill  schene  160 

On  whiche  J^are  was  firste  wreten  wi^  a  crowned  .A. 

And  After  Amor  yincit  omnia . 

IT  A  no]>er  nonne  wjf  hii'  had  sche 

^t  was  hir  Chapeleyne  and  prestos  ]>re  164 

A  monke  fere  was  a  faire  for  ]>e  maistre 

An  owte-rider  j^at  loned  Tenere 

A  manly  man  to  bene  an  Abbot  Able 

ffol  mony  a  daynte  hors  hade  he  in  stable  168 

And  whanne  he  rode  men  myht  his  bridele  here         Vmd  4 

Gyngelinge  in  a  whistelinge  wynde  al  so  clere 

And  eke  as  lowde  as  do]ye  fe  chapel  beUe 
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There  as  fia  lorde  was  keper  of  fe  selle  172 

Tho  rewie  of  seint  Maure  or  of  seint  Beneyte 

Be  cause  J^at  it  was  olde  and  somdele  streyte 

This  like  monke  lete  olde  ^inges  pace 

And  helde  after  fe  newe  werde  ^e  pace  176 

Ho  3af  nouht  of  fe  text  a  pulled  henne 

fat  eeipe  f&t  hunteres  be^e  nouht  holy  menne 

Ke  that  a  monke  whan  he  is  recheles 

Is  likkened  til  a  fische  j?at  is  waterles .  180 

That  is  to  seie  A  monke  oute  of  his  cloistre 

Bot  ^ilke  text  held  he  nouht  wor^e  an  hoistre 

And  .L  seide  his  opinione  was  goode 

Whatt  scholde  he  stodie  and  make  him  selfe  wode       184 

Vpon  a  boke  in  cloister  al-weie  to  powre 

Or  swynke  wi]>  his  hondes  and  laboure 

As  Austine  bite  howe  schal  J^e  werld  be  serued 

Latte  Austine  haue  his  swynke  to  him  re8e[r]ued  188 

Thare-for  he  was  a  piikasoure  a  right 

Grehoundes  he  had  as  swifb  as  foules  in  fiyht 

Of  Prikinge  and  of  huntynge  for  J^e  hare . 

Was  al  his  lust  for  no  cost  wolde  he  spare .  192 

.L  seighe  his  sleues  purfiled  att  fe  honde 

Wi])  Gryse  and  ^at  fe  fynest  of  a  londe 

And  for  to  fasten  ^e  hode  ynder  his  chynne 

He  had  of  golde  wrought  a  ful  coriouse  pinne  196 

A  loue  knotte  on  ^e  gretter  hende  fere  was 

His  hede  was  balled  ^at  schone  as  any  glas 

And  eke  his  face  as  he  had  be  anoynte 

He  was  a  lorde  ful  fatte  and  in  goode  pointe .  200 

His  yhen  stepe  and  roUinge  in  his  hede 

That  stemed  as  a  fumeis  of  a  lede 

His  botes  souple  his  hors  in  grete  astate 

Nowe  certeynely  he  was  a  faire  prelate  •  204 

He  nas  nouht  pale  as  a  forpyned  goste 

A  fatte  swanne  loued  he  best  of  any  roste 

His  Falfrei  was  as  broune  as  is  a  burye 
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f  A.  freie  ^are  was  a  wanton  and  murye.  208 

A  Ijmitor  a  fdl  solempne  manne 

In  alt  ]«  orderes  foure  is  none  j^at  canne. 

So  mache  of  daliance  and  &m  langage  Omti,  bMkj 

He  had  maade  fdl  mony  a  manage .  212 

Of  ^onge  wemmen  att  his  owen  cost 

Vn-io  his  order  he  was  a  nohel  post 

fidl  wele  he-loued  and  fanmlier  was  he . 

With  fiankeleyns  oner  al  in  his  centre .  216 

And  wi^  wor^e  wemmen  of  J?e  toune 

ffor  he  had  power  of  confeasione 

As  Beide  him  selfe  more  ^an  a  curate 

ffor  [of]  his  order  he  was  licenciate  220 

fEol  svetely  herde  he  confessidn 

And  plesant  was  his  aheolucion. 

He  was  an  hesy  man  to  jef  penance 

Ther  as  he  wiste  to  haue  a  goode  petance  224 

ffor  yn-to  a  ponre  order  for  to  ^eue 

Is  singne  ^at  a  man  is  wel  yschriue 

ffor  if  he  ^  he  dorst  make  avaunt  ! ' 

He  wist  fat  a  man  was  repentaunt  228 

ffor  mony  a  man  so  harde  is  of  his  herte 

He  male  nonht  wepe  al  jK>nhe  he  sore  smerte 

There-for  in  stede  of  wepeynge  and  preyeres 

Men  mote  ^ne  silner  to  fe  ponre  freres  232 

His  tepet  was  ay  farset  ful  of  knynes 

And  pinnes  for  to  jeue  faire  wynes 

And  certeinli  he  had  a  mery  note 

Wele  con^  he  singen  and  pleine  on  a  rote  236 

Of  ^eddinges  he  hare  witterli  fe  pris 

His  neke  white  was  as  ye  fioore  deHs 

Ther-to  he  was  also  strongs  as  a  champiotme 

He  knewe  fe  tanemes  wele  in  euery  towne .  240 

And  eo^ryche  hosteler  or  a  tapestere 

Better  J»n  a  la^ar  or  a  Begger 

ffor  yn-to  suche  a  wor^i  man  as  he 
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Accorded  nouht  as  be  his  faculte  244 

To  hane  vrip  suclie  seke  lasserz  acquayntance 

It  is  nonlit  honest  it  male  nouht  ayaunce 

ffor  to  dele  wi]>  suche  poiaile 

Bot  al  -wip  riche  and  seller  of  vitaile  248 

And  ouere  al  ^are  as  profet  schold  arise 

Curteise  he  was  and  lowly  of  seruyse 

^er  nas  no  man  noghwere  so  yertuona 

He  was  ]>e  best  begger  in  his  hoos  252 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

ffor  foxihe  a  widowe  had  nonht  a  scho  [iMf  5] 

8o  plesande  was  his  in  principio . 

3it  wolde  he  hane  a  fer]>inge  ar  he  wente 

His  pnrchas  was  wel  better  j^an  his  rent  256 

And  rage  he  couj?e  riht  as  it  were  a  whelpe 

In  louedaies  faie  cou^  he  muchel  helpe 

ffor  pere  he  was  not  liche  a  cloistrere 

WiJ?  a  ]>rede-bare  cope  as  a  poner  scolere  260 

Bot  he  was  lyke  a  Maistre  or  a  Pope 

Of  dowble  worstede  was  his  semy-cope 

pai  rounde  as  a  bell:  out  ^e  presse 

Somwhat  he  lisped  for  his  wantonesse  264 

To  make  his  yngelische  swete  ypon  Ms  tonge 

And  in  his  harpeinge  whan  he  had  songe 

His  yhen  twynkeled  in  his  heued  anht 

As  dope  pe  sterres  in  pe  froste  nyht  268 

This  wor^  limetot^r  was  cleped  Huberd 

IT  A  marchant  was  pere  with  a  forked  berde 

In  motteley .  and  hye  on  hors  he  satte 

ypon  Ms  heued  a  fflaundnsshe  beuere  hatte  272 

His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetislye 

Hia  resons  he  spake  fal  solemplye 

Scheweynge  alwey  ^encres  of  his  wynynge 

He  wolde  ]>e  se  were  keppede  for  any  ])inge  276 

Be-twyx  Middelbuigh .  and  Orewette 
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Wele  cou]ie  he  in  eschaimge  scheldes  sette 

This  -worjii  man  ful  wel  Mb  wit  be^eette 

Thare  inst  no  white  J^at  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  estately  was  he  of  his  Gonemance 

Wi^  his  Bargeynes  and  wi}>  his  chenisance 

ffor  8oJ>e  he  was  a  wor])i  man  wi}>  all: 

Bot  sothelj  to  seine  .L  note  howe  men  him  cafi  284 

IT  A  clerke  fere  was  of  Oxenf orde  also 

ptit  Ynto  LogiqiM  bad  longe  jgo 

As  lene  was  his  hois  as  was  a  rake 

And  he  was  nouht  riht  fat  .L  Tndertake  288 

Bot  loked  holwhe  and  yesr-to  sobnrl j 

ffiil  ^redebaie  was  his  oner  courteby 

ffor  he  had  geten  him  no  benefice 

Ne  was  so  werdly  to  hane  office  292 

ffor  him  was  lener  hane  att  bis  bed  hede 

Twenty  bokes  cladde  in  blak  and  rede . 

Of  Anstotle  and  his  philo[8o]phi  jimt  5,  hut] 

pKa  Eobes  Biche  or  Fhe^el  or  gay  Sautiy  296 

Bot  al  by  ^at  he  was  a  Fhilosophre 

$t  bad  he  bot  litel  golde  in  Cophre 

Bot  al  ^t  he  myht  on  his  frendes  hente 

On  bokes  and  on  lerenynge  be  it  spente  •  300 

And  besily  gan  for  po  sowles  preye 

Of  hem  J»t  jaf  him  where-wi^  for  to  scoleye 

Of  stndye  toke  he  most  cnre  and  moste  hede 

Not  a  worde  more  spak  he  ])an  was  nede  304 

And  feA  was  seide  in  forme  and  ren^erence 

And  schorte  and  whike  and  fal  of  hihe  sentence 

Sownynge  in  morafl'  yertne  was  bis  speche 

And  gladely  wolde  he  leren .  and  gladly  teche  308 

A  Seriant  of  pe  lawe  wai'  and  wyse 

Poki  often  bad  bene  att  fe  paruise 

Pai  was  also  ful  riche  of  excellence 

Discrete  he  was  and  of  grete  renerence  312 

Him  semed  swyche  his  wordes  weren  so  wyse 
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Justice  he  was  ful  often  in  assise 

Be  Patent  and,  be  pleine  commissiotoi 

ffor  his  science  and  his  hihe  rencmn  316 

Of  fees  and  robes  had  he  manyone 

So  grete  a  purchasour  was  nowhere  none 

Al  was  fe  sjrmple  to  him  in  efifecte 

His  puTchasinge  miht  nouht  be  enfecte  320 

Ko-wher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  ^are  nas 

And  ^itte  he  semed  bisier  ^an  he  was 

In  teimes  had  he  cas  and  domes  aH: 

)»t  £ro  ]7e  time  of  Kynge  William  were  fait  324 

Thaie-to  he  couj?e  endite  and  make  a  ^inge 

There  cou^e  no  whight  pinche  att  his  writeinge 

And  eu^ry  statut  couj^e  he  pleine  be  rote 

He  rode  Eode  hot  homely  in  Medle  cote  328 

Gerde  wij?  a  seint  of  silke  withe  wttA  barres  smale 

Of  his  aray  tel  .L  no  longer  tale 

IT  A  frankelein  was  in  his  companye 

White  was  his  berde  as  is  ^e  dayse  332 

Of  his  complexion  he  was  sangwyne 

Wele  loned  he  be  )}e  morwe  a  soppe  in  wyne 

To  leuen  in  delit  euer  was  his  wonne 

ffor  he  was  Opioumes  owne  sonne  336 

That  helde  opinione  ^at  pleine  delite  CWaf  q 

Was  verrey  felicite  parfite 

An  howse-halder  and  J^at  a  grete  was  he 

Seint  Inlian  he  was  in  his  countre  340 

His  brede  his  ale  was  alwey  after  one 

A  better  envined  man  was  neuer  none 

Wi|)  owte  bakemete  was  neuer  his  howse 

Of  ffissche  of  fiessche  and  )}at  so  plentiuouse  344 

It  snewide  in  his  house  of  mete  and  drinke 

Of  al  Deyntej^es  ]^at  men  couj?e  J^enke 

Ailer  ^e  sondri  sesons  of  j?e  jere 

So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper  348 

fful  many  a  fat  partriche  had  he  in  Mewe 
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And  mony  a  bieme  and  monj  a  lace  in  stewe 

Woo  was  hiB  coke  bot  his  sanoe  were 

Punyant  and  scharpe  and  redj  al  his  gere  352 

His  table  dormant  in  his  haS  alweie 

Stode  ledy  coueied  al  Jm  longe  deie. 

Att  Sessions  fere  was  he  loide  and  sire 

fEol  oft  time  he  was  knight  of  ]>e  schire  366 

An  Anelas  and  a  gisper  al  of  silke 

Honge  att  his  geidel  white  as  mome  melke 

A  Schiirif  had  he  bene  and  a  comptome 

Was  nowher  sache  a  yroifi  yaviBonre .  360 

An  Haberdassher  and  a  Caipentere 

A  webbe  a  dyere .  and  a  tapecero 

And  ^i  -were  doj^ed  alt  in  o  liaero 

Of  a  solempne  otuI  a  grete  £&ateinite  364 

finl  frische  and  newe  hire  gere  Srpyked  was 

Hei^  knynes  ware  chaped  nooht  ynp  bias 

Bot  al  wi^  siluer  wiowht  ful  clene  and  wele 

Hero  giideles  and  her  pouches  eneiydele  368 

Wele  semed  iche  of  hem  a  faire  burgeise 

To  sitten  in  a  ^elde  hatt  on  fe  hihe  dese 

Eu^ryche  for  fe  wisdom  ]Nit  he  kanne 

Was  schapely  for  to  bene  an  Alderman  372 

ffor  catel  had  yei  ynowhe  and  rente 

And  eke  hero  wyves  it  wolde  wele  assente 

And  elles  certein  ^ei  were  to  blame 

It  is  fhl  faire  to  be  cleped  ma  dame  376 

And  gone  to  yigiles  al  to-fore 

And  bane  a  mantil  ryaHche  ybore 

IT  A  Cooke  fei  had  wi]>  hem  for  ])e  nones  PMf  e>  iMMdc] 

To  Boile  pQ  Chikenes  wip  fe  mery  bones  380 

And  ponder  Marchant  tarte  and  Gkdingale 

Wele  conJ>e  he  knowe  a  drawht  of  londen  ale 

He  conJ>e  roste  and  sethe  and  broile  and  &ye 

Maken  Mortronz  and  wele  bake  a  pye  384 

Bot  grete  harme  was  it  as  it  ]>oiiht  me 
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pot  on  his  scbiime  a  mormal  had  he 

ffor  blankemangeie  f&t  inaade  he  wif  fe  beste 

ir  A  Schipman  was  fere  wonnynge  fer  be  weste  388 

ffor  owht  .1.  wote  he  was  of  dertemouj^e 

He  rode  ypon  a  rounse  as  he  conjee 

In  a  goune  of  foldeynge  to  fe  kne 

A  dagger  hongeynge  on  a  lace  had  he  392 

Abowte  his  neke  ynder  his  Aime  downe 

Pe  Hote  somere  had  made  his  hiew  al  browne 

An  ceiteinlj  he  was  a  goode  felawe . 

ffol  monj  a  diauht  of  wyne  had  he  draw  396 

ftrome  Burdenz>warde  whan  pe  chapman  slepe 

Of  nice  conscience  toke  he  no  kepe 

If  y&t  he  fauhte  and  had  ])e  hiher  honde 

Be  water  he  sent  him  home  be  eaezy  londe  400 

Bot  of  his  crafte  to  rekken  wele  his  tides 

His  stremes  and  his  dawnger  him  be-sides 

His  herberwe .  and  his  mone .  and  his  lodemannage 

Thare  was  none  swyche  £rb  Hulld  to  Cartage  404 

Hardy  he  was  and  wyse  to  vndertake 

Wi]>  mony  a  tempest  had  his  berde  be  schake 

He  knewe  al  pe  hanenes  as  pel  were 

ffiro  Gotelonde  to  pe  cape  Defynystre  408 

And  eueiy  Ciyke  in  Breteine  and  in  Spayne 

His  barge  y-cleped  was  pe  Mandeleyne 

IT  WiJ)  vs  fere  was  a  doctur  of  Phesike 

In  al  ])iB  werlde  ne  was  pere  none  him  like  412 

To  speke  of  Phisike  and  of  Surgerie 

ffor  he  was  grounded  in  Astronomye 

He  kepet  his  pacient  a  ful  grete  dele 

In  houres  be  his  Magika  natnrele  416 

Wele  covLpe  he  fortune  pe  Ascendent 

Of  lus  ymages  for  his  pacient 

He  knewe  pe  cause  of  euer-yche  maledie 

"Were  it  of  colde  of  hote  or  moiste  or  drie  420 

And  where-of  engenderde  it .  and  of  what  humeie       Vtti  71 
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He  ^was  a  verrey  perfite  piactiflere 

The  cause  .L-knewe  cmd  of  his  harme  ])e  lote 

A-noine  he  ^ane  seke  man  his  bote 

ffal  ledj  had  he  his  Apotecaries 

To  sende  him  drogges  and  his  letuaties 

ffoT  iche  of  hem  made  o^  for  to  winne 

Here  ffnndeschipe  nas  not  newe  to  begynne 

Wele  knewe  he  Jie  olde  Escalapins 

And  discorides  and,  eke  Ensns 

Olde  ypocras  Halj  amd  Galiene 

Serapion .  Eazie  and  Anizene 

Aneiois  Damascien  and  Constantine 

Bernard  amd  Gratisdene .  amd  Gilbertine 

Of  his  Dyete  Mesurable  was  he 

ffor  it  was  of  no  saperfinite 

Bot  of  grete  norsschinge  and  digestible 

His  study  was  bot  litel  on  pe  bible 

In  sangwyne  and  in  pers  he  clad  was  att 

Lyned  wij)  Tafeta  and  wi]y  sendatt 

And  ^t  he  was  bot  esy  of  dispense 

He  keped  ^t  he  wanne  in  ]>e  pestilense 

ffor  gold  in  phesik  is  accordial 

There-fore  he  loned  golde  in  speciale 

%  A  goode  wif  Jier  was  of  benside  ba]>e 

Bot  ache  was  snmdele  defe  amd  ^at  was  ska^e 

Of  clojie  makeynge  sche  had  swyche  an  haimte 

Sche  passed  hem  of.  Ipres  arid  of  Gaunte 

In  att  ])e  pansche  wif  ne  was  ]>ere  none 

That  to  ]m  offiringe  to-fome  hir  scholde  gone 

And  if  ]»ere  dide  certeyne  wro]>e  was  sche 

]?at  sche  was  owte  of  al  charite 

Hire  conerchiefs  fol  fbe  were  of  grounde 

•L  dorste  swere  ]^  weiden  ten  pounde 

))at  on  a  sonday  weren  on  hire  hede 

Here  hosen  weren  of  fine  scarlet  rede 

ffid  streite  tyed .  and  schoes  fol  moiste  and  newe 
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Bolde  was  hii'  face  and  faire  and  rede  of  hewe 

Scho  was  a  wor))e  womman  al  Mr  lyne 

Hosbondes  att  pe  cherche  dore  sche  had  five .  460 

Wip  owten  opex  company  in  hir  ^onj^e 

£ot  ^ere-of  nede]>  nonht  to  speke  as  nou^ 

An  ^ries  had  sche  be  att  lerosalem  [leaf  7.  btek] 

Sche  had  passed  many  a  strange  streme  4G4 

Att  Rome  sche  had  bene  att  Boloyne 

In  Galis  att  seinte  Tame  and  att  Coloyngne 

Sche  con])e  muche  on  wandiynge  be  pQ  weie 

Gate  toj^e  was  sche  sothely  for  to  seye  468 

Ypon  an  Amblere  ful  esely  sche  satte 

.  Y-wymplede  wele  and  one  hir  heued  an  hatte 

As  brode  as  is  a  bokelere  or  elles  a  targe 

A  fotmantil  arboute  hir  hippes  large  472 

And  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  scharpe 

In  felanschepe  wele  cou^e  sche«lawghe  a7id  carpe 

Of  remedies  of  lone  sche  cou^e  parchaunce 

fifor  sche  couthe  of  ^at  arte  pe  colde  dannce  476 

^  A  goode  man  was  J^ere  of  religione 

And  was  a  poure  pensone  of  a  toune 

Bot  riche  he  was  of  holy  ])ouht  and  werke 

He  was  also  a  lemede  man  and  a  clerke  480 

])at  crist  gospett  trewly  wolde  preche 

His  parisshins  denowtely  wolde  he  teche 

Benygne  he  was  and  wonder  diligente 

And  in  aduersite  ful  paciente  484 

And  suche  he  was  prenede  oft  sithes 

ffdl  lo]»  were  him  to  cursen  for  his  ti^es 

Bot  ra^er  wolde  he  ^euen  owte  of  doute 

Ynto  his  poner  perisshens  aboute  488 

Of  his  Of&inge  and  of  his  substance 

He  cou]>e  in  litel  j^inge  haue  suffisance 

Wyde  was  his  pansshe  and  houses  far  in  sondcre 

Bot  he  ne  left  nowtht  for  reyne  ne  for  ]K>ndere  492 

In  sekenes  nor  in  Meschef  to  visite 
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The  ffenest  in  his  paiische  moste  and  lite 

Ypon  his  fete  and  in  his  honde  a  staf 

This  noble  ensample  to  his  schepe  he  jaf  496 

))at  feist  he  mronhte  and  afterwaide  he  tawht 

Owte  of  fe  gospel  he  fo  wordes  kauht 

And  ]»i8  figure  eke  he  hadded  }wT-to 

)3at  if  gold  rast  what  schold  yien  do  500 

ffor  if  a  preste  be  fonle  of  whome  we  troste 

Ko  wonder  is  a  lewde  man  to  mste 

And  Bchame  it  is  if  a  preste  take  kepe 

A  schiten  schiperd  to  se  cmd  a  deyne  schepe  504 

Wei  owhte  a  preste  ensample  for  to  pue  [imt  8] 

Be  his  demies  how  his  schepe  scholde  liue 

He  sett  nonht  his  benefice  to  hire 

And  lete  his  schepe  acumbrede  in  fe  mire  508 

And  Ban  to  Londen  vn-to  seint  ponies 

To  seke  him  a  channtery  to  singe  for  sowles 

Or  wi^  a  bre^hede  to  be  wij)-holde 

£ot  dwelte  att  home  and  keped  wei  nis  foide  512 

So  yot  fe  wolfe  ne  maade  it  nouhte  myscarie 

He  was  a  scheparde  and  noi^t  a  mercenaiie 

And  ]Kmhe  he  holy  were  and  yertuons 

He  was  nonht  to  sinful  men  dispitous  516 

Ne  of  his  speche  danngerouse  ne  digne 

Bot  in  his  techinge  discrete  and  benigne 

To  drawen  folke  to  heuen  he  feirenesse 

Be  goode  ensample  ]ns  was  his  besinesse  520 

Bot  it  were  any  persone  obstinate 

What  80  he  were  of  hihe  or  lowe  a-etate 

Him  wolde  he  snybbe  sharpely  for  ye  nones 

A  better  preste  .1  trowe  ]»>t  nowhere  none  es  524 

He  waited  after  no  poinpe  and  renerence . 

"Ne  maked  him  a  spised  conscience 

Bot  ciistes  lore  and  his  aposteles  twelne 

He  tanht  bot  first  he  folowed  in  him  seine  528 

%  Wi|»  him  ^are  was  a  plouheman  was  his  bro^r 
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f&t  had  lad  of  donge  fill  mony  a  foj^ere 

And  a  trew  swinker  and  a  goode  was  he 

Lyaeinge  in  pes  and  in  p^rfit  charite  532 

God  loued  he  best  wi])  al  his  herte 

Att  al  times  ^ouhe  he  gained  or  smerte 

And  j^an  his  neighebore  riht  as  him  seine 

He  wolde  ]>res8he  attd  ]>er-to  dike  and  delue  536 

ffor  cnstes  sake  for  eneiy  poner  white 

"With  owte  hire  if  it  leie  in  his  miht 

His  tyfes  paide  he  ful  faire  and  wele 

Bothe  of  his  proper  swynke  and  of  his  catel  540 

In  a  tabarde  he  rode  vpon  a  mere 

If  Ther  was  al  so  a  rene  and  a  Mellere 

A  sompnoi^r  and  pardonere  al  so 

A  manciple  and  my  selfe  fere  nare  no  mo  544 

The  Meller  was  a  stowte  carle  for  ]>e  nones 

ffdl  big  he  was  of  braune  and  eke  of  bones . 

That  proned  wele  for  oner  al  fer  he  cam  Daif  8^  backj 

Att  wrastelinge  he  wolde  hane  awaie  fe  ramme  548 

He  was  schort^choldred  a  ^ike  gnarre 

There  was  no  dore  ]>at  he  ne  wolde  hene  of  harre 

Or  broke  it  ynp  a  renynge  with  his  hede 

Hi8  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  rede  552 

And  fer-to  brode  as  ]>ouhe  it  were  a  spade 

Ypon  fe  cop  riht  of  his  nose  he  had 

A  werte  and  fere  on  stode  a  tofte  of  heres 

Kede  as  fe  bresteles  of  a  sowes  Eres  556 

His  nos-]yrelles  blake  were  ajid  wide 

A  swerde  and  a  bokeler  bar  he  be  his  side 

His  monpe  as  grete  was  as  grete  fiimeys 

He  was  a  langeler  and  a  goliardeys  560 

And  fat  was  most  of  sinne  and  of  Harlotries 

Wele  con^e  he  stele  come  and  tolle  ]>ries 

And  ^itte  he  had  a  thombe  of  golde  parde 

A  white  cote  and  a  blewe  hode  wered  he  564 

A  Baggepipe  wele  con]>e  he  blawe  and  sowne 
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And  Jcre  wif  ait  he  browht  tb  owte  of  towne 

A  gentili  Mannciple  was  fere  of  a  temple 

Of  whiche  acatours  milit  take  goode  ensample  5G8 

ffor  to  he  wise  in  byynge  of  vitaile 

ffoT  weyer  y&t  he  paiede  or  toke  be  taile 

Algate  lie  waited  so  in  bis  achate 

]?at  he  was  al  be-forae  and  in  goode  astate  572 

Now  es  nonht  j^at  of  god  a  fid  faire  grace . 

])at  sache  a  lewde  mannes  witt  schal  pace 

)>e  wisdom  of  an  hepe  of  lemed  men 

Of  Maisties  had  he  mo  ]>an  ]nies  ten  576 

))at  weien  of  lawe  expert  and  carious 

Of  wiche  yer  was  a  doseine  in  J^at  hons 

Woiye  to  be  stewardes  of  rent  and  londe 

Of  any  loides  )«t  is  in  yngelonde  580 

To  make  him  lene  be  his  propre  goode 

In  hononie  detteles  bot  if  he  were  wode 

Or  lyne  as  scarsely  as  him  lust  desire 

And  able  for  to  helpeu  al  a  schire  584 

In  any  cas  ]yat  myht  fal  or  happe 

And  ^t  ^is  manciple  sette  here  alj^^re  cappe 

Y  The  lene  was  a  sclender  Colerik  man 

His  berde  was  schane  as  nyhe  as  euere  he  can  .  588 

His  here  was  be  his  eres  roonde  y-schome  Deaf  9] 

His  tope  was  dokked  like  a  preste  to  fome 

ffiil  longe  was  [his]  legges  and  ful  lene 

•L-like  a  staf  fax  was  no  calfe  y-sene  592 

Wde  con])e  he  kepe  a  gemar  or  a  bynne 

Thar  was  non  anditoure  cou^  on  him  wynne 

Wde  wiste  he  be  drowhte  arid  he  fe  reyne 

The  jeldeynge  of  his  sede  arid  of  his  greyne  596 

His  lordes  schepe  his  nete  his  dayre 

His  swyne  his  hors  his  store  and  his  pultre 

Was  holy  in  pia  renes  gouemynge 

And  be  his  couenant  jaf  ^e  rekenynge  600 

Sen  y&t  his  lord  was  twenty  ^ere  of  age 
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peae  covLpe  no  man  biinge  him  in  areiage 

Thai6  nas  Baillif  ne  heide  ne  ofere  Lyne 

That  he  ne  knewe  his  sleyht  and  his  Gouyne  604 

Thei  were  adiad  of  him  as  of  ^e  depe 

His  wonynge  was  ful  'foire  ypon  an  he^ 

Wijy  grene  trees  schadowed  was  his  place 

He  covLpe  better  ])an  his  lorde  puichace  G08 

fful  riche  he  was  astoied  pnuely 

Hi3  lord  he  conjee  wele  plese  suhtily 

To  jiue  and  lenne  him  of  his  owen  goode 

And  haue  a  ^nke  and  yt  a  cote  and  an  hoode  6 1 2 

In  3ow])e  he  had  lemed  a  good  mistere 

He  was  a  wel  goode  wriht  a  carpenteie 

This  satt  ypon  a  fol  goode  stot 

That  was  a  pomely  greye  and  hihte  Scot  616 

A  longe  smt^ote  of  peeis  ypon  he  hadde 

And  be  his  side  he  bare  a  rusti  blade 

Of  NoT])efolk  was  ]>is  lene  whiche  .L  teli 

Be-siden  a  towne  men  clepen  it  baldeswell'  620 

Tukked  he  was  as  is  a  fiiere  abowte 

And  eueie  he  rode  hinderest  of  owre  Kowte 

IT  A  Somynotir  was  ^er  vnf  ys  in  fai  place 

pai  had  a  firy  Cherobynnes  face  624 

ffor  sansefleme  he  was  wtt^  yhen  narowe 

Als  bote  he  was  and  licheions  as  a  sparowe 

Wip  scalled  browes  blake  and  a  pilled  berde 

Of  his  yesage  childeme  were  aferde  623 

Ther  nas  whike^uer  litaige  or  bremstone 

Boras  orsure  ne  oyle  of  tartre  none 

'Ne  oyment  J)at  wolde  dense  and  bite  Heaf »  *•«« 

That  him  myht  helpe  of  his  whelkes  white  632 

Nere  of  fe  knobbes  sittinge  in  his  chekes 

Wele'  loued  he  garlike  onyons  and  ^ite  lekes 

Aim!  for  to  drinke  stronge  wyne  rede  as  blode 

Than  wold  he  speke  and  crie  as  he  ware  wode  630 

And  whan  fat  he  wele  drongen  had  pe  wyne 
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fan  wold  lie  speke  no  woide  bot  latyne 

A  fewe  terems  bad  he  two  or  tbie 

That  lie  had  lemed  owte  of  sum  decre  640 

Ko  wonder  is  he  herd  it  al )«  daie 

And  eke  ^e  knowen  it  wele  howe  J^at  a  laie 

Kan  clepe  watt  as  wele  as  kan  'pe  pope 

Bot  who  00  con^  in  o])er  |>inge  him  grope  644 

Jpan  had  he  spent  al  his  philosophie 

Aj  Qnestio  quid  Inrja  wold  he  crie 

He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kynde 

A  better  felawe  scholde  men  nonht  finde  648 

He  wolde  suffer  for  a  whart  of  fryne 

A  good  f elaw  to  hane  his  concubyne 

A  twelmonjM  and  excuse  him  att  fnlle 

And  prinelj  eke  a  finche  eouye  he  ptdle  652 

And .  if  he  fonde  owhere  a  goode  felawe 

He  wolde  techen  him  to  haue  none  awe 

In  snche  cas  of  fe  Archedekenes  Curse 

Bot  if  [a]  mannes  sonle  were  in  his  purse  656 

ffor  in  his  purs  he  scholde  punyschede  be 

The  purse  es  ye  Archedekenes  hett  seide  he 

Bot  wele  .L  wote  he  lyede  riht  in  dede 

Of  curssinge  owht  yche  gilty  man  him  drede  660 

ffor  curs  wil  sle  riht  as  a-soyleynge  sauyj^e 

And  also  war  him  of  a  significauit 

In  dawngere  had  he  att  his  owen  gise 

The  ^onge  girles  of  ye  diocise  664 

And  knewe  her  consel  and  what  was  al  here  rede 

A  garland  had  he  sett  vpon  his  hede 

As  grete  as  it  were  for  an  Alestake 

A  bokelere  had  he  made  him  of  a  kake  668 

^  Wipe  him  fere  rode  a  gentil  pardonere 

Of  Bouni^nal  his  frende  and  his  comper 

^t  streyhto  was  comme  £ro  pe  courte  of  Rome 

fiul  loude  he  songe  come  bider  loue  to  me .  672 

This  Somenoure  bare  to  him  a  stif  burdoune  n««f  io] 
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Was  neuer  trompe  of  lialf e  so  grete  a  soune 

This  pardonere  liad  here  as  3alowe  as  wax . 

Bot  smothe  it  henge  as  dop  a  strike  of  flax  ,  676 

Bi  ounces  henge  his  lokkes  pa.%  he  hadde 

And  per  wi]>  he  his  scholdres  oner  spradde 

But  j^inne  it  leie  be  culpones  one  and  one  . 

But  hode  for  lolyte  wered  he  none  680 

ffbr  it  was  trussed  vp  in  his  walet 

Him  fouht  he  rode  al  of  j>e  newe  get 

Discheuele  saue  his  cape  he  rode  al  bare 

Suche  glayringe  yhen  had  he  as  it  were  an  hare  684 

A  vemicle  had  he  sewe  vpon  his  cape 

His  walet  [lay]  to  fome  him  in  his  lappe 

Bret  ful  of  pardon  comen  from  Borne  al  hote 

A  Yoyce  he  had  also  smale  as  it  were  a  gote  688 

No  berde  had  he  ne  neuer  schuld  hauA 

As  smoj^e  it  was  as  it  were  late  schaue 

.1.  trowe  he  were  a  geldinge  or  a  maro 

Bot  of  his  craft  fro  Berwika  in  to  ware  692 

Ne  was  ^ere  suche  anoj^er  pardonere 

ifor  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pylowbere 

Whiebe  that  he  seide  was  owre  lady  veyle 

He  seide  he  had  a  gobet  of  pe  seile  696 

That  seint  Peter  had  whan  pot  he  wente 

Ypon  pe  see  titt  ihe^u  crist  him  hente 

He  had  a  croyce  of  Laton  ful  of  stones 

And  in  a  glasse  he  hadde  Pygges  bones  700 

Bot  wi)>e  pGB  relikes  whan  psA  he.  fondo 

A  pouer  person  dwellynge  vpon  londe 

Yppon  a  daie  he  gat  him  more  moneye 

Than  )>at  ^e  person  gatte  in  pe  Monethes  tweye  704 

And  pua  wi^  feyned  flateryngo  and  Tapes 

He  Maade  ^e  persone  and  pe  pcple  his  Apes 

Bot  trewly  to  tellen  att  pe  laste 

He  was  in  pe  cherche  a  noble  ecclesiaste  708 

Wele  cou)>e  he  rede  a  lesson  or  a  story 
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Bot  al]ieT  best  he  songe  a  offertory 

ffol  wele  he  wist  whan  ^at  songe  was  songe 

He  moste  preche  and  wele  affile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  silner  as  he  wele  cowde 

))er&-fore  he  aonge  so  merely  and  loude 

IT  Nowe  hane  .L  tolde  ^we  so^y  in  a  clause      o^t^,  bMkj 

The  estate,  fe  arraye.  pe  Nomhie  and  eke  pe  cause      716 

Whi  ^t  assembled  was  ]>is  companye 

In  Snthewerke  att  ]ns  gentil  Hosteiie 

^t  hiht  fe  tabeid  fast  be  j^e  belle 

Bot  nowe  is  time  to  ^owe  for  to  telte  720 

Howe  )>at  we  beren  ts  fekt  ilke  nyhte 

Whan  we  were  in  fat  Osterye  alyhte 

And  after  wil  .1.  tell:  of  owre  yiage 

And  al  pe  remenant  of  owre  pilgrenage  724 

Bot  first  .L  preye  ^owe  of  jonre  cortesie 

That  je  ne  ret  it  nowht  my  velenye 

Thonghe  j^at  .L  pleinly  speke  in  ]ns  matier 

To  tell^  jowe  her  wordes  and  eke  her  chere  728 

Ke  ]K)nhe  .1.  speke  here  wordes  pTiopurly 

fifor  ^is  ^e  knowen  as  wele  as  .L 

"Who  so  sal  tellen  a  tale  after  a  loan 

He  mote  reherce  as  nyhe  as  euer  he  can  732 

Eneiyche  a  worde  if  it  be  in  his  charge 

Al  speke  he  nener  so  mdeli  and  so  large . 

Or  dies  he  most  tel  his  tale  vntrewe 

Or  feyne  ^inges .  or  fynde  wordes  Newe  736 

He  may  nonht  spare  al-^onhe  he  ware  his  broker 

He  mot  also  wele  seie  o  worde  as  a-nother 

Griste  spak  him  self  ful  brode  in  holy  writte 

And  wele  ^e  wote  no  velany  is  itte  740 

Eke  plato  8ei]>e  who  so  kan  him  rede 

The  wordes  most  be  Cosin  to  pe  dede 

IT  Also  .1.  preie  ^owe  for-^if  it  me 

Al  hane  .1.  not  sett  folke  in  her  degre  744 

Here  in  ^is  tale  as  pai  ]>ei  scholde  stonde 

LANSDOWNE  21 


22  GROUP  A.  §  L  OBNBRAL  FBOLOGus.  Laiifldawiie  KSL 

My  witte  is  scliorte  ^e  maie  wele  vnderstonde 

Grete  cheie  maade  owre  oste  ys  eu^rychone 

And  to  fe  soper  sett  he  yb  anone  748 

He  serued  ys  wife  yitailles  att  fe  beste 

Stronge  was  pe  wyne  and  wele  drinke  rs  leste 

A  semely  man  owre  ost  was  wif  bSl 

ffor  to  bene  a  marschal  in  a  lordes  haft  752 

A  large  man  he  was  wij)  ey^en  stepe 

A  fiedrer  Luigeis  is  none  none  in  chepe 

Bolde  of  his  speche  atid  wyse  and  wele  y-tawht 

And  of  manhode  him  laikked  liht  nouht  756 

Eke  pere-to  he  was  liht  a  meiy  man  vmtuj 

And  after  soper  pley3en  he  be-gan 

And  spak  of  Mir)>e  amonge  opere  ^inges 

Whan  p&t  we  had  maade  owie  rekenynges  760 

And  seide  pxiB  Kow  loideynges  trewly 

3e  bene  to  me  welcome  nht  hertly 

ffor  be  my  trouj^e  if  ^at  .1.  schal  notte  lye 

•L  sawe  nouht  ])is  ^ere  so  mery  a  companye  764 

Att  ones  in  ])is  herburhe  as  is  nowe 

fGftyne  wolde  .1.  done  jowe  mer^  wist  .1.  howe 

And  of  a  mer])e  .1.  am  riht  nowe  bo-])ouhte 

To  done  ^owe  ese  and  it  schal  cost  nowhte  768 

IF  3e  gone  to  Canterbury  god  ^owe  spede 

The  blisful  Martir  white  30W  jowre  mede 

And  wele  .1.  wote  as  ^e  gone  be  pe  weye 

Sche  schapen  jowe  to  talen  and  to  pleye  772 

ffor  trewly  comforj^e  and  merj^e  is  none 

To  riden  be  pe  waie  dom  as  any  stone 

And  ]>er-for  wil  .1.  maken  ^owe  disporte 

As  .1.  seide  arst  and  do  30W  som  comforte  776 

And  if  ^owe  like))  ali  be  on  assente 

ffor  to  stonden  at  My  luggemente 

And  for  to  werken  as  .L  schal  ^owe  seie 

To  morwen  whan  we  riden  be  pe  weie  780 

Nowe  be  Mi  fader  sow[l]e  )>at  is  dede 
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Bat  ^e  \me  Merie  .1.  ^eae  jowe  Mine  hede 

Holde  vpe  jowre  hondes  wi^wte  more  speche 

IT  Owre  consell:  was  not  longe  for  to  seche  784 

Ys  ^onhte  it  was  not  wor^  to  make  it  wise 

And  graunted  him  wi^nte  more  aviso 

And  had  him  seie  his  veidite  as  him  liste 

Loidynges  quod  he  now  herkenej)  for  ^  beste  788 

£ot  tak  it  nowhte  .L  pray  }owe  in  disdeyne 
This  is  fe  pointe  to  speke  sehort  and  pleine 
That  iche  of  ^owe  to  sehort  wi]y  owre  weie 
In  jna  yiage  schal  tel  tales  tweye  792 

To  Kanterbury  warde  .1.  mone  it  so 
And  homwaid  he  schal  tellen  ofere  two 
Of  aventnies  whilome  pat  hane  be-fatt 
And  whiche  of  ^owe  fat  heiep  him  best  of  aft  796 

That  is  to  seyne  pat  telle^  infiacaa 
Tales  of  best  sentence .  and  most  solas 
Schal}  hane  a  soper  at  owre  aller  cost  tktf  ii,biek] 

Here  in  pia  place  sittinge  be  fe  post  800 

Whan  ]»it  we  comen  argeine  ho  Gantnrbniy 
And  for  to  make  jow  ye  mate  mery 
.L  wil  my  selnen  goodely  wij)  90W  ride 
Riht  att  myne  oone  coste  arui  be  ^owre  gide  804 

And  who  so  wil  my  loggement*  wij^seie 
Schal  paie  al  ^t  we  spende  be  fe  weie 
And  if  je  Yonche  sane  ^t  it  be  so 

Tel  me  anone  wi])-owten  woides  mo  808 

And  J.  wQ  erly  schape  me  ])eie-foie 
IT  This  ^inge  was  graunted  and  owie  ofea  swore 
Wtt^  fnl  glad  hert  and  praieyng  him  also 
^t  he  wolde  Yonche  saue  for  to  do  so  812 

And  fat  he  wolde  be  owie  gonemowre 
And  of  owre  tales  lugge  and  leporture 
And  sett  a  soper  att  a  serteine  pris 

And  we  wil  rewled  bene  att  his  deuis  816 

In  hihe  and  in  lowhe  and  fua  be  one  assent 
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We  l>one  accorded  to  ])e  luggement 

And  f  er-vpon  J)e  wyne  was  fett  anone 

We  dionken  aiid  to  rest  went  icLone  820 

WijK)wten  any  longer*  taryinge 

An  morwe  whan  )>e  daie  gan  to  springe 

Vp  roos  owre  oat  and  was  owre  alder  cok 

And  gederd  vs  to-geder  in  a  flok6  824 

And  for^e  we  reden  a  litel  mor  ^an  pas 

Vnto  [f  e]  wateringe  of  seint  Thomas 

And  ])ere  owre  oste  gan  his  hors  areste 

And  seide  lordes  herkenejy  if  ^owe  leste  828 

3e  wote  ^owre  forward .  and  .L  it  ^owe  recorde 

If  ]»at  Euynsonge .  and  Morwaonge  accorde 

Lat  se  nowe  who  schal  tel  ]»e  iirst  tale 

As  euer  mot  .1.  drinke  wine  or  ale  832 

Who  so  be  rebel  to  my  luggement 

Schal  paie  for  al  ]>at  be  fe  waie  is  spent 

ITow  drawej  cut  or  ]»t  we  ferj>er  wynne 

Whiche  ^at  ha^e  fe  schortest  schal  be-ginne  836 

IT  Sii'  knyht  quod  he  my  maister  and  my  lorde 

Now  drawej  Cut  for  fat  is  Myne  accorde 

Commep  nere  quod  he  Mi  ladi  prioresse 

And  38  sire  clerke  lat  be  30wre  schamefastncsso  840 

"Ne  studiethe  nowht  leie  honde  to  euery  man  Omtis] 

Anone  to  drawe  euery  wight  began 

And  schortly  for  to  tellen  riht  as  it  was 

Were  it  be  aventure  or  sort  or  cas  844 

The  so)>e  is  fia  fe  Cut  fel  on  )>e  knyht 

Of  whiche  fill  bli Je  and  glad  was  euery  whit 

And  toUen  he  most  his  tale  as  it  was  reson    . 

Bi  forward  afid  be  composicion .  848 

As  ^e  haue  herde  what  nede])  wordes  moo 

And  whan  ])is  good  man  sawhe  p&i  it  was  so 

As  he  fat  wise  was  and  obedient 

To  kepcn  his  forward  be  his  £re  assent  ^  852 

He  scide  scf f e  fat  .1.  schal  beginne  f e  game 
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What  welcome  be  fe  cut  one  goddes  name 
Kow  lat  TB  ride  aiid  herkene])  what  .1.  seie 
And  wi]y  ^t  worde  we  riden  for}w  owie  weie  856 

And  he  l>e-gan  wi]>  riht  a  meiy  chere 
His  tale  anone  and  seide  as  ^e  mai  here 

[No  gap  in  the  MS,"] 


IN&iss  n^erred  toimfhe  rtfertneu  to  fKe  KnighUt  TeUs.^ 

XX.  BoecMsdo  ca)b  7mm  'dnea  di  Atene'  (L 18),  and  aajs  thai  bis  flither 

fo  WM  *n  d'Atene'  (L  0). 

S.  '—  in  Riubba  isciisB'  (m  deMhabiOe).    Ul.  8. 

S.  '  Co*  Mondi  crini  avroHi  alls  sua  testa.'    III.  10. 

4.  The  vhole  debate  in  piison  is  an  imitation  of  the  longer  debate  (in  the 
TmekU)  when  th^  meel  in  the  grove. 

5.  '  Love  osnnot  be  giren  up  as  thou  deemest :  and  be  loves  but  little^  who 
ceasei  lofving  in  order  to  keep  a  promise.*    Y.  61. 

6L  Oomp.  TroUus and  Cretttda,  lY.  st  186: 

-^  For  some  men  sain,  that  God  aeeth  aUbefomep 


Than  mote  it  fldlen,  though  men  had  it  swome. 
That  porvelaimce  hath  seene  befome  to  be— 

7.  YideH  storie  per  tatto  dipinto 

El  grand  Broole  vide  tra  ooitoro.    YII.  62. 

8.  'BichesaHs  Porter  in  the  Teteide,  TIL  61:  the  Boman  de  la  Soae  is 
fbllovMlhere. 

9l  See  H.  qf  Fame,  106 ;  and  Albricus  Philosophns  in  Staveren's  Anctorea 
Mgtkoaraphi,  1708,  woL  iL  p^  003. 

10.  BoooMsdo  makes  the  temple  lighted  hy  altar-fires,  kindled  flnom  the 
flames  of  plnndered  cities.    YlL  86. 

11.  '  Amyddes  of  the'  plaoe  sat  «la  virtA  tristissima.'    YIL  84 
U.  '  La  JToris  armata  vide  e  lo  stopore.'    YTL  86. 

18.  'Le  navi  bellatricL'    YIL  87.    rTeither  Boccaccio,  nor  yet  his  prototype 
Statins,  speaks  of  any  ships  as  burnt,  but  merel  v  as  trophieg. 
14.  The  points  mariced  YL  21, 28,  are  taken  from  the  description  of  '  Aga- 


16.  The  points  here  are  flrom  the  descriptions  of  'Ippodamo'  (YL  20),  of 
•Ptfeo'  (YL  17. 16),  and  of 'Perltoo'  (VL  41). 

1&  Compare  also  stansa  42. '  con  yittime  piaeoge* 

17.  ' lo ildiletto, e tu n* abbia  1' onore.'    YIL 27. 

18.  Ardta  (in  Boccaccio)  comes  fh>m  the  quarter  of  'Euro'  (YIL  114) :  Fale- 
mone  comes  'Ball'  altra  parte*  (YIL  118).  No  mention  is  made  by  Boccaccio 
of  their  banners  being  red  and  tehUe, 

19l  Bocc  makes  many  of  Ihem  slain : '  Artifilio,' '  ComiMO '  fYIII.  16), '  Rifeo,' 
'  Ariooe'  (36). '  Narizio'^(80),  and  othen,  and  describes  their  fbneimls  (X.  4—8). 

20.  Boccaccio  makes  only  a  general  mention  of  the  care  and  comfort  bestowed 
on  the  voonded  (X.  10). 

21.  'Bat  [of  the  wounded]  Ardta  alone  could  not  be  cured ;  so  much  was 
he  shattered  inwazdly  by  his  Ml '  (X.  11). 

22L  Pbint  from  Boccaccio,  dlfiferentW  turned  (X.  18). 

28.  Points  from  Boccaccio,  difflarently  turned  (X.  18, 12). 

24  '  I  await  the  last  kisses  from  thee,  oh  dear  spouse'  (X.  66). 

26.  . . .  *f>gli  «  gentile*  (X.  62). 

9S.  *Jfmn  potea  racoonsolar  Teseo,'  says  Boccaccio  (XL  0),  not  excepting 
'  Egeo; '  but  he  immrdiately  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  old  man's  attempt  to  con- 
■ole  *  Palemone,'  and  the  rest,— without  the  slightest  success  (XL  11).— {See 
also  XL  88.) 

27.  *  Non  men  dol^^nto,  Emilia  pur  piangea, 

I  ciroostanti  piii  plang«v  fticra'  (XL  81). 

28.  Right  and  left  of  Palemone  (XL  40). 

20.  In  the  hands  of  the  noblest  of  the  Greeks  (XL  87).] 
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lun  que  domos  patrias  Boitioe  p<w<  SMpet*  gentu 
Frelia  Lanrigero,  Ac.    Inoipit  &biila  Kilitis 

r  hilome  was  as  holde  storiea  telleu  vb  859 

I  There  was  a  Duke"  ^athight  Theseus  [■Bap.B.iLi.j 
Of  Athenes  he  was  loide  and  gouemouie 
And  in  his  time  snche  a  conqaeroure 
That  gretter  was  none  vndere  ^e  sonne 
fful  Mony  a  riche  Contre  had  he  wonne .        864 

"Wliat  wi|i  wisdome  and  his  Chiualrie 

He  conquered  al  J»  E«gne  of  ffemynye . 

That  whilom  deped  waa  Scithia 

And  wedded  («  qwene  ypolita  868 

An  browht  hire  home  wi^e  him  in  to  his  contro 

"Wif*  mnche  glorie  and  gtete  Boletnpnite 

And  eke  hire  joi^e  sustere  Emelye 

And  Jins  wi^  victori  and  melodic  872 

Latt  .1.  ^  Dobnl  DUc  to  Atbcnes  ride 

And  alt  his  hoate  in  aremea  he  bia  aide 

And  certea  if  it  sere  to  longe  to  here 

.T.  wold  haue  told  fully  fe  manere  870 

How  wonnen  was  ]>e  Beigne  of  ffemynye 

By  Theus  and  be  his  Chiualrrye 

And  of  fe  grete  Bataile  for  fe  nones 

Be-twixen  Athenea  and  Amajouea  880 

And  how  asseged  was  ypolyta  OmIo,  todii 

The  faire  hardie  quene  of  Scithia 

And  of  pe  fest  ^at  was  att  hir  weddeynge 

And  of  )ie  tempeat  at  hire  home  comynge .  884 

Bot  al  ])at  [linge  .L  mot  at  nowe  foi-beie 

■I.  haue  gode  wote  a  large  felde  to  ere 

And  weike  bone  ))e  Oxen  in  my  plouho 

The  remenaut  of  |ie  tale  ia  longe  y-nouho  888 

J.  wil  not  letten  eke  none  of  Jiia  route 
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Latt  eusry  felawe  tel  his  tale  abouie 

And  latt  see  nowe  who  schal  pe  soper  winne 

And  fere  J.  laft  .L  wil  ajeine  beginne 

f  This  Due  of  'whome  .1.  make  mensioime 

Whan  he  was  comen  al-most  to  fe  tonne 

In  att  his  vele  and  his  most  pride 

He  was  ware  as  he  kast  his  yhe  a  side 

Where  ^at  pere  kneled  in  pQ  hihe  waie 

A  company  of  ladyes  twey .  and  twaie 

Iche  after  oj^r  cladde  in  clo])es  blake 

Bot  sache  a  ciye  and  snche  a  woo  )>ei  make 

That  in  pia  werlde  is  creature  lyneynge 

pat  herd  snche  a  no^er  weymentynge 

And  of  ^is  crie  ]>ei  nolde  nener  stonten 

TlH:  pd  pe  reynes  of  his  bridel  henten 

What  folke  bene  ^e  pot  att  myne  home  comyi^ 

P^urbe  so  my  fest  wttA  ciyinge 

Quad  Thens  hane  ;e  so  fnrete  enyie . 

Of  myne  honour  J»at  ])ns  compleigne  ahd  crie 

Or  who  hskp  30W  mysboden  or  offended 

And  tellejy  me  if  it  nude  bene  amended 

And  whi  J»at  je  bene  clo]^  ])ns  in  blake 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  al  spake 

Whan  sche  had  swowned  wi]>  a  dedely  chere 

That  it  was  rewj^e  for  to  seen  and  here 

Y  Sche  aeide  lorde  to  whome  ffortone  ha])  ^inen 

Yictorie  and  as  a  conqneroure  to  lyuen 

Xat  grenej)  ys  jowre  hononre  and  ^owre  glorie 

Bot  we  beseke  ^owe  of  soconre  and  of  mercye 

And  haue  merci  on  owre  woo  and  owre  distrisse 

Some  drope  of  Pyte  J^nigh  ]n  gentillisse 

Vpon  YS  wricchede  wemmen  latt  )e  fait 

ffor  certes  lorde  Jyare  is  none  of  vs  att 

That  sche  ne  ha)>c  b[e]ne  a  doches  or  a  quene 

Xowe  bene  we  Cayteues  as  it  is  wele  sene 

Thonked  he  fortune  and  hire  false  whele 
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Thate  none  astate  ensure])  for  to  bene  wele 
Now  certes  lorde  to  abide  jowie  presence 
Here  in  ]>is  temple  of  goddes  clemence 
We  bane  b[e]ne  waiteinge  al  ])is  fourtenybte 
Helpe  Ys  loide  Bop  it  is  in  ])i  mybte 
.L  wricbe  wbicbe  pat  wepej  and  weylej?  pns 
Was  wbilom  wif  of  Kinge  Cappanens 
Tbat  starfe  att  Thebes  cursed  be  j^at  dai 
And  alle  we  ])at  bene  in  ])is  array 
And  Maken  alt  ])is  lamentaciotme 
We  losten  al  oure  hosbondes  att  ])at  towne . 
While  p&t  a  sege  j^are  abowte  laie 
And  ^it  nowe  pe  olde  Creon  weilowaie 
pat  lord  is  nowe  of  Thebes  Citee 
fiulfilled  of  ire  and  iniqnite 
He  for  dispite  and  for  his  Tirannye 
,   To  done  the  dede  bodies  velanye 
Of  all:  oure  lordes  whiche  pat  han  be  slawe 
Hape  al  pe  bodies  on  an  hepe  ydrawe 
And  wil  not  sufifre  hem  be  none  assent 
Neypere  to  be  beride  neiper  be  to  brent 
Bot  makep  hoondes  ete  hem  in  despite 
And  wip  pat  word  withroute  more  respite 
pei  ffellen  groffe  arid  criden  pytouslye 
Hane  on  vs  wrecched  wemmen  sum  Mercie 
And  latt  owre  sorwe  sinken  in  pin  herie 
%  This  gentil  Due  downe  fro  his  courser  sterte 
With  hert  pitous  whan  he  herd  hem  speke 
Him  pouhte  pat  his  herte  wolde  breke 
Whan  he  sawhe  hem  so  pitee  and  so  mate 
That  whilome  weren  of  so  grete  astate 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  al  vp  hent 
And  hem  comfortep  in  ful  goode  entent 
And  swore  his  hope  as  he  was  trewe  knyht 
He  wolde  done  so  ferforpelie  his  miht 
Vppon  pe  Tirant  Creon  hem  al  wreko 
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That  al  ]w  peple  of  grece  scholde  speke 

How  cieon  was  of  Thoseus  s^mede 

Ab  he  y&i  had  his  dej^e  fal  wele  deseruede  964 

And  liht  anone  wi]>-owten  more  abode 

His  Baner  he  displeide  and  iorpe  lode . 

To  ])ebes-waide  and  al  his  hoste  he-side         DMf  u,  bMk] 

No  neire  Athenes  wolde  he  go  ne  ride  968 

Ne  take'his  ese  ftiUi  halfe  a  daie 

Bot  onward  on  his  waie  fai  niht  he  laie 

And  sent  a-none  ypolita  fe  qneene 

And  Emely  hir  ^onge  suster  schene .  972 

Yn  to  ye  tonne  of  Athenes  to  dwelle 

And  for])  he  ridej)  fei  is  no  more  to  telle 

^  The  reede  Statae  of  Marce  wtt^  spere  and  targe 

So  schine])  in  his  whigte  baner  large  976 

That  al  fe  felde  gleteren  yp  on  a  doune 

And  by  his  baner  borne  is  his  pynoune 

Of  gold  ful  riche  whiche  was  ybete 

The  Mynatanre  whiche  ]»t  he  wanne  in  Crete  980 

Thus  riht  fla  Due  ]nis  ride  J)ide  pia  conqueroure 

And  in  his  host  of  chenallerie  ])e  floure 

TU  ^t  he  cam  to  Thebes  and  a-hht 

flaire  in  a  felde  ]>er  as  he  J^ouht  to  fiht  984 

Bot  schortely  for  to  speken  of  ))is  pinge 

Wip  Creon  whiche  J»t  was  of  Thebes  kinge 

He  £iwht  and  slowhe  him  manly  as  a  knyht 

In  pleine  Bateile  and  pnt  pe  folke  to  flyht  988 

And  be  assent  he  wan  pe  Cite  after 

And  rent  adowne  bo^e  waft  and  sparre  and  rafter 

And  to  pe  ladies  he  restored  a-^eine 

The  bones  of  ^eire  frendes  j^at  were  sleyne  998 

To  done  pe  obsequies  as  was  ^  pe  gise 

Bot  it  were  al  to  longe  for  to  do-yise 

The  grete  clamor  and  pe  weymentynge 

pat  pe  ladles  maade  att  pe  bemeynge  996 

Of  pe  bodies  and  pe  grete  honoure 
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That  Theus  Jve  nobnl  conqueronie 

Do^e  to  fe  bodies  whan  fei  from  him  went 

Bot  Bchortely  to  tellon  is  mjne  entente  1000 

Whan  j)at  fia  wor]}i  Due  J»is  Theseus 

Ha])e  Cieon  sleine  and  wonne  Thebes  ]>as 

Stil  in  pski  felde  he  toke  al  nyhte  his  rest 

And  dide  wip  al  ^e  Conntre  liht  as  him  lest  1004 

To  lansake  in  pe  caas  of  pe  bodies  dede 

Hem  for  to  strepe  of  hemeis  and  of  wede 

The  pilouies  deden  pe  besines  and  Cure 

After  pQ  bataile  and  pe  discomfetoure  1008 

And  so  be-fel  ^t  in  j^e  caas  ])ei  founde  n^f  ui         •  n. ». 

Thorghe  girt  mony  a  greuous  blodj  wounde  • 

Two  3onge  knyhtes  liggeynge  .by  and  by.  • 

"Bopexi  in  aimes  samen  wrouht  ful  richely  1012 

Of  whiche  two  Arcita  hiht  f  e  tone 

And  ])at  oj>er  knyhte  hihte  Palamone 

Not  fully  whikke  ne  fulli  dede  J)ei  were 

Bot  be  her  cote  armures  and  by  hire  gere  1016 

The  heraudes  knew  hem  selfe  in  special 

As  ]>ei  ^at  weren  of  ^e  blode  roial 

Of  Thebes  and  of  sustren  two  ybome 

Owte  of  pQ  caas  peloures  ha]>e  hem  tome  1020 

And  haue  hem  caried  softe  vnto  pe  tente 

Of  Theus  a7id  he  ful  sone  hem  sente 

Tho  Athenes  to  dwellen  in  prisone 

Perpetuely  hem  nold  nouht  raunson  1024 

^  And  whan  pia  vrotpi  Due  had  ])us  ydone 

He  toke  his  hoste  and  home  he  ride])  anone 

WiJ)  Laurer  Coroned  as  a  conqueroure 

And  ])ere  he  leue])  in  joy  and  in  honoure  1028 

Terme  of  his  lif  what  nede])  wordes  moo 

And  in  a  toure  in  Angwysso  and  in  woo 

Dwellen  ]>is  Palomon  and  eke  Arcite 

fifoT  Gaer  more  per  maie  no  golde  hem  qwyte  1032 

This  passe])  jere  be  ^ere  and  daie  bo  daie 
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Til  it  fel  ones  in  a  Momeinge  of  maie  TueMt. 

bat  Emelye  bat  fairer  was  to  sene 

Than  is  fe  lylye  vpo  his  stalke  grene  4036  ' 

And  freascher  ^an  ])e  nude  wi|»  flonres  newe 

ffor  iri]>  fe  rose  colonre  sfcrofe  hir  liewe 

•L  note  whiche  was  feireste  of  hem  two 

Er  it  were  dale  as  was  hire  woTuie  to  do  1040  *  m.  la 

Sche  was  aiesen  and  al  redi  diht 

ffor  Maij  wil  haue  no  sloggardye  on  nyght 

The  seson  Prikke))  euery  gentil  hert 

And  makejy  it  owte  of  his  slepe  to  sterte .  1044 

And  sijyen  azise  an  done  may  obs^ruannce 

This  Make])  Emelye  to  hane  rememhrance 

To  done  honoore  to  nude  and  for  to  rise 

Idojied  was  sche  ffresche  for  to  devise*  [•seap.ss.n.s.]  1048  |  ni.8. 

^  Here  3elowe  here  was  browded  in  a  tiesse  f  [^  See  p.  ss. ».  s.]   |  m.  m 

Ee-hinde  hire  bake  a  jerde  longe  .1.  gesse 

And  in  J)e  Gardine  att  ])e  sonne  vpriste  DeafH  imcu        hl  mo. 

Sche  walked  ype  and  downe  and  as  hir  liste  1052 

Sche  gedere^  flowres  partie  white  and  rede 

To  make  a  sotQ  garland  for  hire  heuede  •  ni  lo. 

And  as  an  Angel  henenyssly  sche  songe  • 

Y  The  giete  tonre  j>at  was  po  pike  and  stronge  1056    in.  ii. 

Whiche  of  fe  Castel  waa  fe  chef  dongeone 

There  as  pe  knyhtes  weren  in  pnson 

Of  whiche  .1.  tolde  ^owe  and  telle  schalt 

Was  enen  loynant  to  pe  Gardeine  wait  1060 

There  as  pHa  Emely  had  hire  pleyinge 

Biihte  was  pat  sonne  and  clere  in  J^at  Momeynge 

And  Palamon  bis  wofnl  prisonere  r  ^reua  a  lero 

,  .  *      ,  IlL  ILl 

As  was  his  wonne  be  lene  of  his  gaylere  1064 

Was  resen  and  romed  in  a  chambre  an  hihe 

In  whiche  he  alt  ^e  nobel  Cite  sihe 

An  eke  pe  Gardeine  fdl  of  braiinches  grene 

Ther  as  pe  &issche  Emely  pe  schene  1068 

Was  in  hir  walke  and  romede  vpe  and  doune 
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This  Borweful  pmonere  fis  Palamon 

Go])e  in  liis  chambre  romeynge  to  and  froo 

And  to  him  selfe  compleinyngo  of  his  woo  1072 

^at  he  was  borne  f ul  oft  seide  alas 

And  so  be-fel  be  ayentuie  or  cas 

That  )K>ighe  a  window  pikke  of  mony  a  barre  •  ul  ii. 

Of  yren  grete  and  sware  as  any  sparre  1076  • 

He  kest  his  Eyen  ypon  Emelya 

And  pete  wip  al  he  bleynte  and  criede  A 

As  ^onhe  he  stongen  were  vn  to  ])o  herte 

And  wi]>  ^t  ciie  Arcite  anoue  yp  sterte  1080 

And  seide  Cosine  myne  what  ejlep  pe 

pSkt  ert  so  pale  and  dedely  on  to  see 

Whi  cridest  ))0U  who  ha])  pe  done  offence 

ffor  goddes  lone  tak  al  in  pacience  1084 

Owie  prisonynge  for  it  maie  none  opere  be 

ffortune  ha])e  ^eue  vs  pia  adueisite 

Som  wikked  aspect  or  disponctone 

Of  Satnme  be  smn  constillacione  1088 

Ha])e  ^euen  vs  ^is  al-])owhe  we  had  it  swome 

So  stode  ^e  heuen  whan  ^at  we  weio  borne 

We  most  endure  it  pia  is  pe  schorte  and  pleine 

IT  This  Palamon  Ansewarde  aiid  seide  argayne.  1092 

Cosine  for  Bope  of  pis  Opinione  [\mtis] 

Thou  hast  a  veine  ymaginacione 

This  prisonment  caused  not  me  to  crie 

Bot  .L  was  hurte  liht  nowe  ^omhe>oute  myn  eye 

In  to  myne  hert  psA  wil  my  bane  be 

The  faimesse  of  ])at  kdi  ])at  .1.  se 

3onde  in  pe  Grardeine  Eomeynge  to  and  froo 

Is  cause  of  al  my  ciyinge  and  woo  1100 

.1.  note  where  sche  be  womman  or  goddes 

Bot  yenus  is  it  so])oIi  as  .1.  ges  in.  ii 

And  perempel  on  knes  downe  he  fylle 

And  seide  yenus  if  it  be  ^i  wille  1104 

))ou  in  pia  Gardine  pus  to  transfigure 
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Be-for  me  sorwefol  imched  cTeature 

Owte  of  pia  prison  helpe  phi  we  male  scape 

And  if  80  be  my  destanje  be  schape 

Bi  eteme  werlde  to  dy^en  in  prisone 

Of  owre  linage  hane  some  compassione 

]iat  is  so  lowe  y-bionbt  be  tirannye 

T  And  -vrif  f&t  worde  Aicite  gan  aspie 

Where  ^t  pis  ladi  romede  to  and  fro 

And  "wip  y&i  sOit  bire  beaute  burte  bim  so 

That  if  palamon  was  wounded  sore 

Arcite  is  hnrte  as  muche  as  he  or  more 

And  wi])  a  sike  be  seide  Pitously 

The  Msche  bewte*sle])e  me  sodeynly 

Of  hir  ]Mit  rome^  in  ])at  ponder  place 

And  hot  .L  bane  hir  merci  and  bir  grace 

That  .1.  maie  seen  hire  att  pe  lest  weie 

.1.  ne  am  hot  dede  per  nys  no  more  to  seie 

This  Palamon  whan  be  ^es  wordes  herde 

Dispitasli  be  loked  and  and  Answerde 

Wbejwr  seiatowe  j>oa  pia  in  emest  or  in  pleye 

Naie  quod  Arcite  in  emest  be  my  f eye 

God  helpe  me  so  me  list  fu  ynel  pleie 

This  Palamon  gan  knyte  bis  browes  tweie 

lit  weere  to  pe  quod  he  no  grete  honour* 

fSoT  to  be  fSedse  or  for  to  be  traitour 

To  me  ^t  am  pi  cosin  and  ])i  bro^ere 

.L-swome  fdl  depe  and  iche  of  ys  to  o)rere 

pBi  nener  for  to  di^en  in  pe  peyne 

Til  de])e  baj>e  departe  ts  tweyne 

"Sejpeit  in  lone  to  hinder  o])er 

Xe  in  none  o^^re  case  my  leue  bro])er 

Bot  ^at  J)oa  scholdest  trewly  former  more 

In  enery  case  and  .L  schal  for|^r  pe  ])ore 

This  was  J>ine  ofe  and  myne  certeine 

.1.  wote  nbt  wele  ]>ou  darste  it  noubt  wi]^seine 

Thus  art  ^ou  of  my  counsel  owte  of  dowte 
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And  l^owe  ^oa  woldest  falsely  bene  abowte 

To  lone  my  ladi  whome  .L  loue  and  aeniQ 

And  enar  schal  til  ^t  myne  hert  sterae  1144 

Nowe  certes  false  Arcite  pan  schalte  not  so 

I  loned  hir  fiist  and  tolde  pe  my  woo 

As  to  my  Cosin  and  my  broker  swome 

To  ferj^er  me  as  .1.  haue  tolde  to  forne  1148 

£Ebr  whiche  j)oa  art  bownden  as  a  knyht 

To  helx>e  if  it  laie  in  J)i  mybt 

Or  elles  ert  ^ou  fals  .1.  dare  wele  seine 

If  This  Aicite  fol  prowdeli  spake  i^eine  1152 

Thowe  schalt  quod  he  [be]  ra])er  false  ]>an  .1. 

Bot  ^owe  ert  false  .L  tel  j^e  witerly  . 

ffor  paramonre  .1.  loned  here  first  ar  ^one 

What  uriltow  seine  ^w  wist  it  not  jit  nowe  1156 

Wlie]>er  sche  be  a  womman  or  a  goddesse 

Thine  es  affecione  of  holynesse 

And  myne  is  loue  as  to  a  creatur 

flbr  whiche  J.  tolde  ye  myn  aventur  1160 

As  to  my  cosine  and  to  my  hropere  swome 

IT  .1.  pose  ^at  ^ou  lonest  had .  hir  to  forne 

Wost  Jyowe  nouht  wele  pe  olde  clerkes  sawe  1163 

That  who  schal  jene  a  loner  any  lawe .        ^^**      ""*" 

Loue  is  a  gretter  lawe  be  my  panne 

Than  maie  be  jeue  to  ani  er])eli  manne 

And  ])ere  positif  lawe  and  swyche  decree 

Is  broke  al  daie  for  loue  in  yche  degree  1168 

A  man  most  nedes  loue  maugrif  his  hede 

He  maie  not  flijen  it  pouhe  he  scholde  be  dede 

Al  be  sche  maide  or  wydow  or  eUes  wif 

And  eke  it  is  noubt  likely  al  ])i  lif  1172 

To  stonde  in  hir  grace  na  more  schal  .1. 

£for  wele  pou  wost  pi  self  verrely 

That  ^ou  and  .L  bene  dampne  to  pn'soii 

Perpetuely .  ts  geyne])  no  Eaunsofi  1176 

We  striuen  as  houndes  for  pe  bone  [fluf  lej 
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They  f onhten  al  daie  and  jit  ^iie  parte  'was  none 

There  come  a  Idte  whil  ]>at  pel  were  so  WTo]>e 

That  hare  avaie  ^e  bone  be-twez  hem  bo)»e  1180 

Ac  ^le-fote  att  ])e  kinges  conrte  my  hrofet 

£che  mon  for  him  self  fere  is  none  ofet 

XiOue  if  ^a  list  for  .1.  lone  and  ay  schatt 

And  so^eli  leae  hroj^er  fia  is  att  1184 

Here  in  pis  prison  most  we  endure 

And  eneryche  of  vs  tak  his  aYentnre 

IT  Giete  was  fe  strif  and  longe  be-twex  hem  tweie 

If  ^t  .1.  had  leiser  for  to  seie  1 188 

Bot  to  yHs  effecte  it  happened  on  a  daye 

To  tellen  it  jow  as  schortly  as  .1.  maye 

A  worthi  Dnc  ^t  hiht .  Perotheus  m.  ir. 

That  felowe  was  m-to  Dnc  Thesens  1 192 

Sen  ^ilke  daie  ^t  fei  weren  childem  lite 

Was  commen  to  Athenes  his  felawe  to  visite 

And  for  to  pleie  as  he  was  wont  to  do 

fht  in  J)is  werlde  he  lonede  no  man  so  1 196 

And  he  lone  him  also  as  tendrely  a-jeine 

So  wele  ^y  loned  as  olde  bokes  seine 

That  whanne  ^at  one  was  dede  sothely  to  tett 

His  Maw  went  and  sowht  him  downs  in  hett  1200 

Bot  of  yai  stori  leste  me  nouht  to  write 

I>nc  Perothens  louede  wel  Arcite 

And  him  knowe  att  Thebes  jere  be  jere 

And  fSnally .  att  request .  and  piayere  1204 

Of  Perothens  wi JK>wten  any  Bannsofi . 

Dnc  Thesens  him  lete  owte  of  pnsofi 

f&ely  to  gone  where  y&i  him  list  on^r  att 

In  snche  a  gise  as  .1.  jowe  telle  schatt  1208 

This  was  fe  forward  pleinly  to  endite 

Be-twez  Thesens  and  him  Arcite 

That  if  so  were  Jwt  Arcite  was  fownde 

'Eiaere  in  his  lif  be  daie  or  ojht  or  stownde  1212 

In  any  Centre  of  J>is  Theseus 
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And  war  cauht  it  was  accorded  puB 

That  wi^e  a  swerde  lie  scholde  lese  his  hede 

Ther  nas  none  opere  lemedye  ne  rede  1216 

Bot  take^e  his  lene  and  homwaide  he  him  spedde 

Lat  him  be  war  his  nek  Uj^e  to  wedde 

How  grete  a  sorwe  snfiParJw  nowe  arcite 

The  depe  he  felep  ])oruhe  his  hert  smite 

He  wepe^  he  w&ylep  and  crieji  pitously 

To  slene  him  self  he  waite])  piiuely 

He  seide  alas  feA  .1.  was  borne 

Nowe  is  my  priison  werse  ))an  b&-fome  1224 

Nowe  is  me  schape  etemalie  to  dwelle 

Nouht  in  pnigatorie  Bot  in  hello 

Alas  p&t  euer  .L  knewe  Perotheus 

ffor  elles  had  J.  dwelled  wi]>  Theseus  1228 

Ketterd  in  his  prison  ener  mo 

Than  had  .1.  bene  in  blisse  and  nowht  in  woo 

Onely  pe  siht  of  hire  whome  ])at  .L  some 

Thonhe  ]>at  .1.  neuere  hii'  grace  nuht  deserae  1232 

Wholde  haue  ysuffised  riht  .I.-nowhe  for  me 

IT  0  dere  Cosine  Palamon  qttod  he 

Thine  is  ^e  victorie  of  pia  auenture 

fihil  blisfally  in  pn'son  mayght  ^ou  dure  1236 

In  pnsofl  sertes  naye  bot  Paradise 

Wele  ha])  fortune  turned  pe  dise 

That  ha])e  pe  siht  of  hire  and  .1.  pe  absence 

ffor  possible  is  se))])e  ^ou  hast  hir  presence  1240 

And  art  a  kny[ght]  a  wor|)i  and  an  able 

That  be  som  caas  fortune  is  chaungeable 

Thou  maiste  to  ])i  desire  somtime  ateigne 

Bot  .L  ^at  am  exiled  and  bareigne  1244 

Of  al  grace  and  in  so  grete  dispeire 

That  ^er  nys  er])e  water  fire  ne  ayre 

Ne  creature  ])at  of  hem  Maked  is 

That  may  me  helpe  ne  do  me  comford  in  pia  1248 

liVele  owht  .1.  sterue  In  wanhope  and  distris 
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[ line  Old :  no  gap  in  tJie  M8*]  rmut. 

Alas  why  pleine  men  so  in  Comnne 

On  pDJoeance  of  god  or  of  fortune  1252 

^at  3ene]>e  hem  fill  of  in  many  a  gise 

Wele  bet  Jian  fei  can  hem  self  denise 

Som  man  desire^  for  to  haue  lichesse 

^t  cause  is  of  his  moidie  or  grete  sekenesse  1256 

And  som  man  wolde  owte  of  his  prtson  £eiyne 

That  in  his  house  is  of  his  meine  sleyne . 

Infinite  harmes  bene  in  pia  matieie 

We  wote  nowht  what  ])inge  we  piaien  hiere  1260 

We  faien  as  he  J)at  dronken  is  as  a  mouse 

A  dronken  man  wote  wele  he  haj»  an  house 

Bot  he  note  whiche  fe  nht  waie  is  ^edere  Omtm 

And  to  a  dzonken  man  ye  waie  is  8cle])ere  1264 

And  certes  in  j>is  werlde  so  faien  we 

We  seken  fast  after  felicite . 

Bot  we  gone  wionge  oft  ful  trewli 

Thus  maie  we  seine  att  and  namelyche  .1.  1268 

That  wende  and  had  a  grete  opinibne 

That  if  .1.  myht  scippe  fit)  prisone 

Than  had  .1.  b[e]ne  in  loye  and  parfit  hele 

There  nowe  .1.  am  exiled  fio  my  wele  1272 

Sen  yai  .1.  may  not  sene  ^owe  Emelye  •  m.  ri* 

•L  am  bot  dede  Jwi'  nyse  no  remedie 

Y  Ypon  ]nt  operQ  side  Palamon 

Whan  y&i  he  wiste  J»at  Arcite  was  agone  1276 

Suche  sorwe  he  make])  f&t  pe  grete  toure 

Besoune])  of  his  jellinge  and  clamour 

The  pore  fettres  on  his  schinnes  grete 

Were  of  his  bitter  salte  teres  wete  1280 

Alas  quod  he  Arcita  Cosyn  myne 

Of  al  oure  strif  god  wote  pQ  fruyt  is  pino 

Thaw  walkee  now  in  Thebes  att  pi  large 

And  of  my  woo  povL  ^eueat  litel  charge  1284 

Thou  iSaiste  sinne  ])on  hast  wisdome  a7id  manhede 
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Assemble  al  ]w  folke  of  jouie  kinzede 

And  Maake  a  werre  so  scharpe  on  ]ns  Cite 

That  be  som  auentuie  or  sum  trete  1288 

Thou  maiste  hane  to  lady  and  to  wife 

ffoT  whome  ^at  .1.  most  nedes  lese  my  life 

ffor  as  be  weie  of  Possibilite 

Sethe  ^ou  art  att  ^i  large  of  prison  &e  1292 

An  art  a  loide  grate  is  pine  avantage 

More  ^an  is  myne  ^at  sterae])e  here  ia  a  cage 

IT  ffor  .1.  mote  wepe  and  waile  wil  ^at  .1.  leue 

With  al  pe  wo  J»t  pnson  maie  me  ^eue  1296 

Ande  eke  -wipe  peine  J»t  lone  me  ^eneth  also 

That  dowUe])  al  my  torment  and  my  wo 

Thare-wi^e  pe  fire  of  lelonsie  vp  sterte 

Wit^inne  his  breste  and  hente  him  be  po  herte  1300 

So  woodly  ^at  he  like  was  to  be-holde 

The  box  tree  or  pe  asshen  dede  or  colde . 

IT  Than  seide  he  0  crael  goddes  ^at  gouem 

This  werlde  ynp  byndeinge  of  jowre  worde  eteme       1304 

And  wreten  in  pe  table  of  Atthamaunt  [iMf  i7,  b^k] 

^wre  parlement  and  ^owre  eteme  groimt 

What  is  Mankinde  More  Tn-to  30  holde 

Than  is  pe  schepe  ^at  rowke])  in  pe  folde  1308 

ffor  sleine  is  man  riht  as  anopere  beste 

And  duelle]>e  eke  in  pr/son  and  in  areste 

And  ha^e  sekenesse  and  grete  adn^rsite 

And  ofte  time  giltles  parde  1312 

IT  What  goaemance  is  in  ^is  prescience 

That  giltles  tormente])  Innocence 

And  encresej)  >tis  al  my  penannce 

That  man  is  bonnde  to  lus  obseruatmce  1316 

ffor  goddes  saake  to  letten  of  his  will: 

peie  as  a  beste  maie  al  his  hist  fulfill: 

And  whan  a  beste  is  dede  it  haj^e  no  peine 

Bot  after  his  de])e  man  moste  wepe  and  pleyne .  1320 

Thouhe  in  ^is  werlde  he  hane  care  and  woo 
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WijM>irten  doute  it  male  stonden  soo 

The  ansewere  of  Jns  lette  .1.  to  djnines 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  ^at  in  pis  wedde  giete  peine  es        1324 

Alaa  .1.  see  a  seipeat  or  a  ^f 

That  monj  a  trewman  ha])  done  meschief 

Gone  att  his  large  ajid  where  him  list  nude  tume 

Bot  .L  most  be  in  prison  ^mhe  Satume  1328 

An  eke  ]K>TQhe  luno  laloos  and  eke  wode 

That  hafe  destrajde  nyhe  al  pQ  blode 

Of  Thebes  wif  his  waste  walles  wide 

And  Yenns  Siep  me  on  ^t  ofen  side  1332 

ffor  lalonsie  and  fere  of  him  Aicite 

IT  Kowe  wil  .L  stinte  of.Palamon  a  lite 

And  lat  him  in  his  pzisone  stiUe  dwelle 

And  of  Ardte  forj^e  .L  wilt  jowe  telk  1336 

The  flomer  paasej)  and  pe  nihtes  longe 

Encrese^  dowble  wise  pe  peynes  stronge 

BoJ)e  of  pe  loueie  and  pe  piisonere 

X  note  wiche  haj>e  pe  wofollei  mystei  1340 

ffor  Bchortelye  for  to  seine  pia  Palainon 

Perpetnelj  is  dampned  to  prison 

In  chynes  and  fettree  to  pe  dede 

And  Arcit  is  eicilede  vpon  his  hede  1344 

fibr  euere  more  as  oute  of  ])at  Cuntre 

"Ne  nenere  ne  schal  his  lady  see . 

f  3owe  loniers  .L  aske  ^  queetidne  [leaf  is] 

Who  ha^  pe  weis  Arcite  or  Palamone  1348 

The  one  maie  se  his  lady .  dale  be  daie 

Bot  in  prison  he  most  dwel  alweie 

The  to jreie  where  him  liste  Maie  ride  or  goo 

Bote  sene  his  lady  schal  he  neuer  moo  1352 

Nowe  demep  as  )owe  liste  ])at  ^e  canne 

ffor  .L  wil  tel  forj^e  as  J.  be-ganne 
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%  Whan  ])at  Axcite  to  Thebes  commen  was 

fihil  often  adaie  he  swelte  and  seide  alas  1356 

ffor  seen  his  ladi  schal  he  neuer  moo 

And  schortly  to  concluden  al  his  woo 

So  muche  sorwe  had  neuer  creature 

That  is  or  schaft  whil  p&t  pe  weide  mai  duie  1360 

His  slepe  his  mete  his  drinke  is  be-raft  iv. »,  v. 

y&i  lene  he  wex  and  drie  as  is  a  schaft 

His  yhe  hollowe  and  grisely  to  be-holde  •  iv.  as. 

His  hiew  falowe  and  pale  as  asshe  colde  1364  •  I7.  n. 

And  soUtarie  he  was .  ajid  euer  a  lone 

And  weyleynge  al  pe  nyht  makinge  his  mone . 

And  if  he  herde  songe  or  instrument 

Than  wolde  he  wepe  he  myht  nouht  be  stent  1368 

So  feble  eke  were  his  spretes  and  he  lowe  nr. », 

And  Chaungede  so  j^at  noman  cou])e  knowe 

His  speche  nor  his  voice  ]>ouhe  men  hit  herde 

And  in  his  gere  for  al  pe  werlde  he  ferde  1372 

Xot  comly  lyke  to  louers  maledye 

Of  heres  bot  raj^er  like  manye 

Engenderd  of  humor  malancolike 

Be-fome  his  celle  fiGmtastikd  1376 

And  scortly  tomed  was  al  yp  and  downe 

Bope  Abite  and  disposiciotme 

Of  him  piB  wofdl  louer  dame  Aicite 

IT  Wat  schold  .1.  al  daie  of  his  wo  endite  1380 

Whan  he  endured  had  a  jere  or  two 

This  cruel  torment  and  pia  peine  and  woo 

As  Thebes  in  his  Contre  as  .1.  seide 

Ypon  a  nyhte  on  slepe  as  he  him  leide.  1384 

Him  pouht  howe  ])at  venged  god  Mercuric 

Be-fome  him  stode  and  bad  him  to  be  merie 

His  slepi  jerde  in  honde  he  bar  yp  riht 

An  hatte  he  werede  vpon  his  heres  briht  1388 
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1400 
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Arraide  uras  }\b  god  as  as  he  toke  kepe 

As  he  was  whan  ^at  Argos  toke  his  slepe 

And  seide  him  J^us  to  Athenes  ])ow  schalt  wende  DmtiB,  trndt} 

Where  is  fe  schapen  of  pi  woo  an  ende  1392 

%  And  wi])  ])at  worde  Arcite  woke  and  sterte 

Now  trewH  how  sore  ])at  me  smerte 

Quod  he  to  Athenes  nht  nowe  wil  .1.  fare 

Ke  for  pe  drede  of  dej>e  schal  .L  nouht  spare 

To  se  my  lady  ])at  .1.  lone  and  seine 

In  hire  presence  .1.  leche  not  to  sterae 

And  wi])  Jxat  worde  he  cauht  a  grete  Miirouie 

And  sanhe  ^at  channged  was  al  his  colonre 

And  sanhe  his  Yesage  al  in  ano^r  Mnde 

And  liht  anone  it  ran  him  in  his  mynde 

That  8eJ»  his  face  was  so  disfiguiede 

Of  pe  Maledy  whiche  he  had  endtuede 

He  myht  wele  if  j)at  he  hare  him  lowe 

Lene  in  Athenes  ener  more  vnknowe 

An  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  he  daye 

And  riht  anone  he  chaimged  his  Araye 

And  clad  him  as  pome  hkborere  » 

An  al  alone  sane  onely  o  swiere 

That  knewe  his  priuete  and  al  his  case 

Whiche  was  di]^;ised  ponerly  as  he  was 

To  Athenes  is  gone  pe  next  waye 

And  to  ^e  conrte  he  went  vpon  a  daye 

And  att  pe  gate  he  proferd  his  seruyse 

To  dmgge  and  diawe  what  so  men  wil  denise 

And  schortly  of  ])is  mater  for  to  seine 

He  fel  in  office  ynp  a  chamhnrleiae 

The  whiche  J)at  was  dwellinge  wi])  Emelye 

fTor  he  was  wise  and  sone  conjee  aspye 

ffor  eueij  seroant  whiche  )^at  seme])  here 

Wele  conjre  he  hewen  wode  and  water  here 

ffor  he  was  jonge  and  myhti  for  pe  nones 

And  peX'to  he  was  stionge  and  hriht  of  hones 
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To  done  pai  any  whit  him  can  devise 

A  ^ere  or  two  he  was  in  ])is  s^roise 

Page  of  J)e  chambere  of  Emely  fe  briht 

And  Philostrat  he  seide  jmt  he  hiht 

Bot  halfe  so  wele  be-loned  a  man  as  he 

Ke  was  ]>eie  neuer  in  Conrte  of  his  degre 

He  was  so  gentil  of  condic/otme 

That  ])orahe-owte  al  ]>e  courte  was  his  lenotme 

Thei  seide  )^at  it  were  a  chaiite 

That  Theseus  wolde  en-hannse  his  degre 

And  putten  him  in  woischip-ful  seruise 

There  as  he  mjht  his  vertue  exercise 

And  l^os  wijhinne  a  while  his  name  is  spronge 

Bo])e  of  his  dede  and  his  goojl  tonge 

That  Theseus  h&fe  taken  him  so  nere 

That  of  his  chambre  ho  mcuuie  him  a  swiere 

And  jaue  him  gold  to  mainteigne  his  degre 

And  eke  men  brouht  him  oute  of  his  centre 

fiEro  jere  to  ^ere  so  pnuely  his  rente 

But  onestly  and  sleyhtlj .  he  it  spente 

])at  noman  wondred,howe  ])at  ho  it  hadde 

And  ])rei  ^ere  in  J>is  wise  his  lif  he  ladde 

And  bare  him  so  in  pees  and  eke  in  werre 

There  was  no  man  )^at  Theseus  bathe  derre 

And  in  ])is  blisse  let  .L  no  we  Arcite 

And  speke  .1.  wilt  of  Palamon  a  lite 

IT  In  derkenes  and  horrible  and  stronge  pn'sone 

j)ia  seuen  jere  ha])e  siten  Palamone 

ffor-pined  whate  for  wo  and  for  destresse 

Who  fele])  double  sore  and  heuinesse 

Bot  Palamon  ])at  loue  destreyne)^  so 

That  woode  owte  of  his  witte  he  go])  for  wo 

And  eke  ])ere-to  he  is  a  prisoner 

Perpetuelly  not  onely  for  a  ^ere 

Who  coufe  rime  in  EngHsshe  propurly 

His  martirdome  for  so])e  it  am  not  .1. 
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Theie-foie  .L  passe  al  so  lihtly  as  .L  maje  T$$Me, 

Y  It  fel  ^t  in  ^  seuent  ^eie  of  male 

The  ])ridde  nyhie  as  holde  bokes  seine 

That  aft  ]ns  stoiy  telle^  more  pleine  1464 

Weie  it  be  ayentore  or  destanye 

As  whan  a  ^inge  is  schape  it  schal  bye 

psi  sone  after  fe  mydenyht  Palamon  y.  sfr^. 

Be  helpinge  of  a  frende  brake  prison  1468 

And  fleeth  fe  Cite  fast  as  he  mai  goo 

for  he  had  gif  his  (jailer  diinke  soo  y.  n. 

Of  a  darre  maade  of  a  certein  wyne 

Wi^  nercotiks  and  opie  of  Thebes  fyne  1472 

That  al  ^at  nyht  ]K)uhe  fnt  men  wold  him  schake 

The  Gaillere  slepe  he  myht  nonht  awake . 

And  ^ns  he  fiiej)  as  fast  as  eoere  he  maie  patf  u^  book] 

Hie  nyht  was  schort  and  &st  be  ]>e  daie  1476 

That  nedes  coste  he  most  him  self  hiden 

And  lil  a  grone  £aste  fast  ]>ere  be-siden  y.  ssl 

Wi^  dredfol  fote  ^an  stalke])  Palamon 

ffor  schort  ]ns  was  his  opinion  1480 

That  in  p&i  grone  he  wolde  him  hide  aldaie 

And  in  }e  nyht  ^n  wolde  he  take  his  waie 

To  Thebes-warde  his  frendes  for  to  praye 

On  Thesens  to  helpe  him  to  werreie  1484 

Or  schortly  he  wolde  lese  his  lif 

Ore  wynnen  Emely  to  his  lonely  wif 

This  is  Jyefecte  and  his  entente  pleine 

%  Now  whiles  tnme  we  to  Arcite  a^eine  1488 

That  litel  wiste  how  nihe  ^at  was  his  care 

TH  y&i  fortone  hadde  cauht  him  in  his  snare 

The  besi  larke  messagiere  of  daie 

Salne^  in  hir  songe  pQ  morwe  greie  1492 

And  firy  phebns  rise])  yp  so  bright 

p6i  al  fe  orient  lawhe^  of  ])e  sight 

And  wij)  his  streme  dnep  in  fe  grenes 

The  Bilner  dropes  hangeinge  on  pe  leiies  1496 
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And  Axcita  ^at  in  ^e  courte  loial 

Wi)>  Theseus  his  swier  principal 

Is  rosen  and  loke)^  on  fe  meiy  daie 

And  for  to  done  his  obs^mance  to  maie  1500 

Eemernhnnge  on  pe  pointe  of  his  desire 

He  on  his  coursere  stertynge  as  fire 

Is  reden  to  pQ  feldes  him  to  pleie 

Owte  of  }e  Court  were  it  a  mejle  or  tweye  1504 

And  to  pe  groue  of  whiche  as  [I]  30W  tolde 

Be  ayentur  his  weie  he  gan  to  holde 

To  Maken  him  a  garlonde  of*^e  greues  |  iv. «. 

Were  it  of  wodebinde  or  of  hei])ome  leues  1508 

And  loude  he  songe  a-^ein  ]>e  sonne  schene 

Maie  wip  al  ]>i  floures  and  pi  grene 

Welcom  be  ])ou  feire  fresche  Maie 

I.  hop  pot  .L  sume  grene  get  maie  1512 

And  from  his  coursur  Yrip  a  lusti  herte 

In  to  ])e  groue  fill  hastely  he  sterte 

And  in  a  pa])e  he  rome])  vp  and  doune 

Thar  as  be  aventur  of  pia  Palamon  1516 

Was  in  a  busshe  ])at  no  man  miht  him  see  Ueaioo} 

ffor  sore  aferde  of  his  dej^e  was  he 

Ko  ^inge  knewe  he  )^at  it  was  Arcite 

God  wote  he  wolde  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite  1520 

Bot  so^  is  seide  gon  si])e  many  ^eres 

That  felde  ha])e  yjen .  and  wode  haj^e  eres 

It  [is]  ful  faire  a  man  to  bore  him  euen 

ffor  aldaie  mete]>  men  att  vn-sette  steuen  1524 

fful  litel  wote  arcite  of  his  felawe 

))at  was  so  nyhe  to  herken  of  his  sawe 

ffor  in  pe  busche  he  sitte])  now  ful  still: 

Whan  pat  Arcite  had  romede  al  his  filt  1528 

And  songen  al  ^e  roundel  lustely 

In  to  a  stody  he  f  el  sodanly 

As  done  pes  loners  in  hir  queynte  geres 

Nowe  in  f e  crope  nowe  downe  in  fe  breres  1532 
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^owe  vp  nowe  downe  as  a  boket  in  a  wella 

Itiht  as  ye  Mdaie  8o]>eli  for  to  telle 

l^owe  it  schine^e  nowe  it  leinef  fast 

Riht  so  gan  geii  yenus  oner  cast  1536 

The  liertes  of  Mr  folke  lilit  as  hir  daie 

Is  geiful  liht  so  chaunge])  sche  araie 

Seld  is  ])e  Mdaie  al  fe  weke  ylike 

f  Whan  ^at  Aicite  had  songe  he  gan  to  sike  1540 

And  set  him  doune  vi]>-owten  any  more 

Alas  quod  he  ^t  daie  fat  .1.  was  bore 

Howe  longe  luno  ]»orahe  ^i  cmeltee 

WUtow  werien  Thebes  ye  Citee  1544 

Alas  bronht  it  is  to  confdsione 

The  blode  Roial  of  Cadine  and  Amphione 

Of  Cadinus  whiche  yet  was  pe  first  man 

That  Thebes  bnlet  or  first  ^e  toune  be-gan  1548 

And  of  ye  Cite  first  was  Cronned  kinge 

Of  his  linage  am  .1.  and  of  his  ospringe 

Be  verrei .  ligne  as  of  ]>e  stok  Boialle .  •  see  it.  31. 

And  Now  .1.  am  so  caitif  and  so  ^ralle .  1552  •. 

That  he  yeX  is  my  mortal  ennemye 

.L  serae  him  as  his  swier  pouerelye 

And  3it  do^  me  Inno  wel  more  schame 

ffor  .L  dar  .1.  not  be-knowe  myne  owne  name  1556 

Bot  yere  as  .L  was  wonte  hiht  Arcite  •  See  ly.  si. 

Kow  .hiht.  Fhilostrate  not  wor])e  a  myte  •  iPtnuo,  ly.  m. 

Alias  you  fel  mars  Alias  you  luno .  !  see  ly.  ir. 

Thus  haye  ^ower  ire  owre  lignage  al  fordo .  15^0 

Sane  only  me  and  wreched  palamon  OcAfso,  bado 

That  Thesens  Martdre^  in  pr/son 

And  oner  al  J»is  to  slene  me  ytterly  it.  ^ 

Lone  ha^  Mre  his  darte  so  brinyngly  1564 

Istiked  )K)rahe  my  trewe  careful  herte 

That  schapen  was  my  dej»  arst  yen  my  scherte 

3e  slene  me  wi]w  jowere  yhen  Emelye 

The  be  ye  canse  were-for  fat  .L  die  1568 
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Of  al  fe  romenan  of  myne  o^ere  care 

ISe  sette  .1.  nouht  fe  mountaace  of  a  tare 

So  ])at  .1.  cou]>e  do  oiihte  to  jowie  plesafice 

And  wij>  l^at  worde  he  fel  doiine  in  a  trallce  1572 

A  longe  tim  and  he  afterwarde  vpstert 

%  This  Palamon  ]>at  ^ouht  ])at  ]K)rahe  his  herte 

He  felde  a  colde  swerde  sodeinly  glide 

fibre  ire  he  whoke  no  lenger  wolde  he  bide  1576 

And  whan  )^at  he  had  heide  Aicites  tale 

As  he  were  wode  wi^e  face  dede  and  pale 

He  stert  him  vpe  oute  of  ]>e  boskes  ])ikke 

And  seide  Arcite.  fSEdse  treitoure  wikke  1580 

Nowe  art  J>ow  hent  fat  loaest  mi  ladie  so 

ffor  whome  ])at  .1.  haue  al  fia  peine  and  woo 

And  art  my  blode  and  to  m j  consel  swome 

As  .1.  ful  oft  haue  tolde  pe  here  be-fome  1584 

And  hast  be-japed  here  Due  Theseus 

And  falsely  haste  ^ou  chaunged .  pi  name  fua 

.1.  wil  be  dede  or  elles  ])ou  schalt  di^e 

Thou  schalt  nouht  loue  my  ladie  Emelye  1588 

Bot  .1.  wiit  louere  onely .  and  no  mo 

ffor  .L  am  Palamon  pi  mortal  fo 

And  ])oughe  ^at  .1.  no  wepen  haue  in  pis  place . 

Bot  owte  of  prisoun  am  asterte  be  grace  1592 

.1.  drede  nouht  ]>at  ou]^r  pn  schal  di^e 

Or  poTJL  ne  schat  not  louen  Emelye 

Ches  whiche  ]>ou  wilte  or  ]>ou  schalt  nouht  asterte 

T  This  Aicite  wi]»  ful  dispitouse  herte  1596 

Whan  he  him  knewe  and  had  his  tale  herde 

As  fers  a[8]  lion  he  pulled  owte  a  swerde 

And  seid  pxiB  be  god  ^at  sitte]^  aboue 

Nere  it  were  ]>at  ])ou  art  seke  and  woode  for  loue         1600 

And  eke  ]mt  ]k)u  no  wepen  hast  in  ]»l3  place 

Thou  scholdest  neuer  oute  of  pla  groue  pace . 

That  l^ou  ne  scholdest  dei^en  of  myne  honde  tieaiti} 

ffor  .1.  defie  J>e  suyrte  and  pe  bonde  *     [•  seo  p.  25, «.  sj  1604  |  v.  51. 
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Whiche  fai  ^ofu  seiat  .1.  haue  maade  to  pe  \       TmUt. 

Whatt  Teneie  foole  Jyinke  wele  pat  loue  is  fire 

And  .L  ml  loue  Mr  Maugre  al  pi  mjht 

Bot  for  al  so  muche  as  ])oa  ert  a  worjri  knylit  1608 

And  wilneste  to  darreine  hii^  be  Bataile 

Hane  here  my  trow^  to  mome  ml  .1.  nonht  faile 

Wi]>outen  weteingo  of  any  opere  wight 

That  here  .L  ml  he  foonden  as  a  knyht  1612 

And  hiingen  hemeys  liht .  ynowhe  for  pe 

And  chese  pe  heste  and  leue  pe  weist  for  me 

And  mete  and  diinke  pia  nyht  ml  .1.  hiinge 

.Y.-nowghe  for  pe  and  clo]>es  for  ^i  hedynge  1616 

And.  if  80  he  ^t  ]K)a  my  lady  wynne 

And  sle  me  in  piB  wode  j^are  .1.  am  inne 

Pom  maiste  wele  haue  my  lady  as  for  me 

This  Falamon  ansewerd  .1.  graunt  it  pe  1620 

And  ^us  P&,  bene  departid  til  on  morwe 

Whan  iche  of  hem  had  leide  his  feij>e  to  borwe 

Occupiede  owte  of  al  charite 

%  O  legne  pat  wolde  no  felawe  haue  wi]»  ^e  1624 

fful  aope  ia  seide  pat  loue  ne  lordeschipe  v.  ui 

WU  not  his  ^onkes  haue  no  felauschipe 

We  finde  ^t  of  aidte  and  of  Palamone 

Aidte  is  Beden  anone  in  to  ])e  toune  1628 

And  on  pe  morwe  ar  it  were  daies  liht 

Sal  prtuely  tuo  hemeys  ha]>e  he  diht 

Bo^  sufiBsant  and  mete  to  darreine 

The  Bataile  in  pe  felde  be-tuez  hem  tweyne  1632 

And  on  his  hors  alone  as  he  was  borne 

He  canep  al  his  hemeyce  him  be-fome 

And  in  pe  graae  att  pe  time  and  place  y-sette 

pvi  Arcite  and  Palamon  ben  mette  1636 

To  chaungen  gan  ^e  coloure  in  her  face 

Kiht  as  pe  hunters  in  pe  Beigne  of  Trace  Tn.  loe. 

pat  stonde^  att^  a  gappe  inp  a  spete 

Whan  huntide  is  pe  lyon  or  pe  here  1640 
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And  here])  him  come  rossheinge  in  ]>e  gieues 

And  hrekej^e  boj^e  howes  and  fe  leues 

And  yvakep  here  come)^  my  mortale  enmye 

Wi])^e-owte  faile  he  most  be  dede  or  X  1644 

fTor  eij^er  .L  mote  slene  him  att  ]>e  gappe  cieaf  ti.  imA] 

Or  [he]  most  sle  me .  if  )>at  me  mjs  happe 

So  ferden  [J)ej]  in  chaungeinge  of  hire  hewe 

As  fer  as  iche  of  hem  oj^er  knewe  1648 

Thar  nas  no  good  daye  ne  no  salueynge 

Bot  streite  wi]>outen  worde  or  reherseinge 

Eueryche  of  hem  helpe  to  arme  o]>ere 

As  £rendely  as  he  were  his  owen  bro])ere  1652 

And  after  paX  vdp  scharpe  speres  stronge 

Thei  foynen  eche  att  oj^ere  wonder  longe 

Thon  mihtest  wene  ])at  this  palamon 

In  his  feihtinge  were  a  wode  lyon  *  1656 

And  as  a  cruel  tigre  was  Arcite 

As  wilde  bores  gonne  ]>ei  to  smyte 

])at  hofen  white  as  fome .  for  ire  wode 

Vp  to  pe  Ancle  fonht  }ei  in  j)eire  blode  1660 

And  in  ^is  wise  .L  lete  hem  feihtinge  dwelle 

And  for])  .L  wil  of  Theseus  ^owe  telle 

The  destanye  Ministre  general  •  ^i-  ^ 

That  execute))  in  ^e  world  oueral  1664 

The  Purueance  fat .  god  ha))  seie  be-fore  *        t»  see  p.  a» «. «.] 

So  stronge  it  is  fat  ))eihe  ])e  werlde  had  it  swore 

The  contrarie  of  a  ])inge  be  je  or  naye 

3it  some  time  it  schal  fal  on  a  daye .  1668  •  v.n. 

))at  faUe])  nouht  efb  wi])-inne  a  ])ousande  ^ere 

ffor  certeinly  oure  appetites  here 

Be  it  of  werre  of  peso .  or  hate  or  loue 

Ali:  is  ))is  rewled  be  pe  siht  aboue  1672 

This  Mene  .1.  nowe  be  myhty  Theseus  |  v.  rr. 

That  for  to  hunt*  is  so  desirus 

And  namely  att  fe  grete  hert  in  maie 

Tliat  in  his  bed  fere  dawe])  him  no  daie  1676 
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pai  he  na  es  clad  and  ledi  for  to  ride 

Wip  hnnte  and  home  and  himdes  him  hiside 

ffoi  in  his  huntynge  ha^  he  swjche  delite 

That  it  is  al  is  hope .  Toy  and  appetite 

To  bene  him  self  pe  grete  hertes  bane 

ffor  after  mars .  he  serae]>  now  Diane 

Clere  was  pe  daie  as  .L  bane  told  ar  ]>is 

And  Theseus  wi^  al  loy  and  blisse 

WiJ»  his  ypolita  fe  faire  qaene 

And  Emely  dojred  al  in  Grene 

On  hantyn  bene  pe  reden  Eoially 

And  to  fe  Gione  y&t  stod  fid  fast  by 

In  whiche  per  was  an  herte  as  men  him  tolde 

%  Due  Thesens  pe  streiht  waie  ha]>  holde 

And  to  pe  laonde  he  ride]>  him  fill  riht 

ffor  )^er  was  pe  hert  wonte  to  bane  his  fliht 

And  oner  a  broke  and  so  f or^  on  his  weie 

This  Due  wil  bane  a  cours  att  him  or  tweie 

Wi])  boundes  suche  as  him  lust  cofTtmaunde 

And  whan  pHa  Due  wa[8]  come  vn  to  ^  launde 

Yndtf  pe  sonne  he  loked  And  a-none 

He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamone . 

^t  fowhten  breme  as  it  wer  boly  two 

The  briht  swerdes  wenten  to  and  foo  . 

So  hydously  )»at  wi^  ^e  lest  stroke 

It  seme^  )»it  it  wald  fel  an  oke 

Bot  wbate  pd  were  no)nnge  he  wote 

This  Due  his  Coursur  wi^  his  spores  smote 

And  att  a  sterte  he  was  be-twix  hem  two 

And  puUed  owte  a  swerde  And  cride  bo 

No  more  vpon  peine  of  leseynge  of  30ure  hede 

Be  myhti  Mars  he  scbal  a-none  be  dede 

That  smytejy  any  stroke .  pai  .1.  maie  seen 

Bot  telle  me  what  mester  men  ^e  been 

That  bene  so  hardy  to  feihten  here 

"Wi^wten  Ingge  or  opet  officere 
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As  it  were  in  a  litel  list  roiallie 
%  This  Palamon  anseverd  hastelye 
'  And  seide  sire  what  nede^  wordes  mo 
We  haue  fe  de]»  deserued  hofe  tuo  1716 

Two  wofatt  wreches  be  we  tuo  Caytynes 
That  bene  enctunbeide  of  owie  owen  lines 
And  as  ])ou  art  a  liht-ful  lorde  and  luge 
"Ne  ^if  vs  neyfer  mercy  ne  refuge  1720 

Bot  sle  me  first  for  seinte  Charite 
And  sle  my  felaw  eke  as  wele  as  me 
Or  sle  him  for  fovihe  thou  knowest  it  lite 
))is  is  |}i  mortal  fo  fiB  is  Arcite  1724 

That  fro  pi  londe  is  banysshed  on  his  hed  7  Smt.  91. 

ffor  whiche  he  h&fe  deserued  to  be  dede  ; 

ffor  l^iB  is  he  whiche  come  vn  to  |)i  gate 
And  seide  ])at  he  hiht  Philostrate .  1728 

Thus  hape  he  laped  pe  ful  mony  a  jere  P^f  n^  imu^e] 

And  }k)u  hast  maade  him  fi  chef  swyere 
And  piB  is  he  ]^at  loue^  Emelye 

ffor  Bep  ]>at  daie  is  come  ])at  .1.  schal  dije  1732 

.1.  make  pleinely  my  confessione 
pa.t  .1.  am  pUke  woful  palamone 
))at  hjBLpe  pi  pn'sone  broken  wikkedly . 
.1.  am  ^i  mortale  foo  and  it  am  .1.  1736 

])at  louej^e  so  bote  Emelye  ^e  brihte 
That  wil  di^e  present  in  hire  sihte 

Where-fore  J.  ax  deje  and  my  luyse  |  v.  ml 

Bot  sle  my  felawe  in  pe  same  wise  1 740 

ffor  bo^  we  haue  deserued  to  be  sleine 
%  This  wor])i  Due  ansewerd  anone  a^ine 
And  seide  this 'is  a  schort  conclxisione 
3owre  owren  mou])e  be  jowre  confessione  1744 

Haj^e  dampne  jow  and  it  wil  recorde 
It  nede]»  nouht  to  pyne  ^owe  wi])  corde 
3e  schal  be  ded  be  myhti  Mars  pe  rede 
The  qweene  anone  for  yerrei  wommanhede  1748 
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Gan  foT  to  wepe  and  so  dide  Emelie 

And  al  pe  ladies  in  pe  companye 

Giete  pite  was  as  hem  ^aht  aUe 

That  ener  snche  a  chaunce  shold  ieJle  1752 

ffor  gentUmen  fd  were  of  giete  astate 

And  nojringe  hot  for  lone  was  pia  dehate 

And  sanhe  hire  hlody  wonndes  wide  and  sore 

And  al  criden  ho]>e  lasse  and  more  1756 

Hane  mezci  lorde  vpon  ts  wemmen  alle 

And  on  her  hare  knees  downe  pei  faJle 

And  wolde  hane  Idst  his  fote  fere  as  he  stode 

TO.  att  laste  arslaked  was  his  moode  1760 

ffor  pite  renne])  sone  in  gentil  heirte 

And  ]Mnihe  he  fiiste  fore  Ire  qnoke  and  sterte 

He  considered  schortly  in  a  dause 

The  trespas  of  hem  ho^  and  eke  pe  cause  1 764 

And  al-)K>i]he  ^t  his  Ire  lur  gilte  accnsede 

3it  in  his  reson  he  hem  ho^  excosede 

And  ^us  he  foubi  wele  ^t  eueiy  man 

Wil  helpe  him  selfe  in  lone  if  yat  he  can  1768 

And  eke  deliuere  him  self  owte  of  piisone 

And  eke  his  herte  had  compassione 

Of  wemmen  for  fd  wepen  ener  in  one  Pm^  tq 

And  in  his  gentifi'  hert .  he  j^onht  anone  1 772 

And  soft  yn  to  him  self  he  seide  fie 

Ypon  a  lorde  y&t  wiUe  haue  no  mercye 

Bot  he  be  lyone  ho^  in  worde  and  in  dede 

To  hem  ]>at  bene  in  repentance  a/kf  drede  1776 

Al  so  wele  as  to  a  proode  dispitons  man 

That  wil  Maiten  ]»at  he  first  be-gan 

That  lorde  ha^  litel  of  discrecion 

That  in  sache  cas  can  no  demsiofi  1780 

And  weiejw  pride  of  id  hnmblenesse  after  one 

And  whan  his  Ire  is  fna  Srgone 

He  gan  to  Loken  vpe  wi]>  yhe  liht 

And  spake  ^  same  wordes  al  on  hiht  1784 
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IT  The  god  of  loue  A  Benedidte  Ttmidt. 

Howe  myhti  and  liowe  grete  a  lorde  is  he 
A^emes  his  mjhtes  j^eie  gayne])  none  obstacles 
He  maie  be  cleped  a  god  for  his  miracles  1788 

.ffoT  he  cafi  maken  att  his  owen  gise 
Of  eueiyche  hert  as  ])at  him  list  denise 
Loo  here  ^is  Arcite  and  Palamon 

That  quytly  weere  owte  my  pnson  1T92 

And  myht  haae  leued  in  Thebes  roialye 
And  weten  .1.  am  here  mortale  enemye 
And  fat  hire  dej^e  Mpe  in  my  myht'  also 
And  ha^  loue  Mangre  here  eyen  two  1796 

Brouht  hem  hider  bo)^  for  to  die 
Kowe  loke])  is  nonht  ])at  an  hihe  folye 
Who  maye  be  a  foole  bot  if  he  loue 
Be-holde  for  goddes  sake  ])at  sitte])  aboue  1800 

Se  howe  ])ei  blede  be  fei  nouht  wele  araide 
Thus  ha]7e  hire  lorde  ^e  god  of  loue  ypaide 
Hire  wages  and  her  fees  for  hire  s^ruise 
And  jut  pei  wenen  for  to  be  ful  wise  1804 

That  semen  loue  for  ouht  ])at  maie  be-fall« 
Bot  ]^is  is  jete  ^e  beste  game  of  aXLe 
That  sche  for  wham  fei  haue  fia  lolite 
Kan  hem  ]^erfore  as  muche  j^onke  as  me  1808 

Sche  woote  no  more  of  alt  ]>is  hote  fare 
Bi  god  ^an  wote  a  cokkowe  or  an  hare 
Bot  al  mot  bene  assaide  hote  and  colde 

A  man  most  be  a  foole  or  jonge  or  olde  1812    y.gs. 

.L  wote  it  be  my  selfe  ful  jore  a-gone  ne«f  j^  \mA2 

£for  in  my  time  a  seruant  was  .1.  one 
And  |)are-fore  sep  .1.  knowe  of  loues  peine 
J.  woote  howe  sore  it  kan  a  man  distreine  1816 

As  he  ]>at  ha))e  hue  cauht  oft  in  his  lace 

.1.  JO  we  for-jef  al  holely  ^is  trespace  i  y.  n^ 

At  pG  request  of  pe  queue  fat  knele])  here 
And  Eke  of  Emely  my  suster  dere  1820 
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And  ^e  schaft  Bo^  anone  m  to  me  swere  Tmide. 

J»at  neuer  30  achal  mj  coToune  dere 

"Ne  make  weire  ypon  me  nyht  ne  daie- 

Bot  bene  my  firendes  in  al  ^t  je  maie  1824 

•L  ^owe  for-^ene  }ds  tiispaas  euery  dele 

And  fei  him  swome  his  axen  faire  and  wele  |  7.  n. 

And  him  of  loideschipe  atid  of  Mercie  preide 

And  hem  graxmtefe  grace  and  ^us  he  seide  1823 

IT  To  speke  of  Eoial  Hgnage  and  richeese  t.  m. 

Thonhe  y&t  ache  weere  a  qneene  or  a  Princesse 

£che  of  30we  bo]>e  is  vor)>i  doutelesse 

To  wedden  whan  time  is  bot  na])ele88e  1832 

.L  speke  as  for  [my]  suster  Emelye 

ffor  whom  .L  haae.  ])i8  strif  and  lalowsie 

3e  wit  jonre  selfe  sche  maie  nouht  wedden  twoo  •  y.  as. 

Att  ones  ]K)uhe  30  feihten  euer  moo  1836 

Bot  one  of  jowe  al  be  him  loye  or  leue 

He  mote  go  pipen  in  an  yny  lene 

This  to  sei  sche  maye  nouht  haue  bo])e 

Al  be  je  nener  so  lelouse  ne  so  wro})e  1840 

And  toT-fi  .1.  jowe  pate  in  ])is  degre 

That  iche  of  30W  achal  hane  his  destanye 

As  him  is  schape  and  herkene))e  in  whatt  wise 

Lo  here  ^owre  ende  of  fat  .1.  schal  demse  1844 

%  Mi  wili:  is  [this ']  for  plate  conclusione  n  ms.  nabbed] 

Wi^wten  any  repUcacione 

If  ]nit  30we  like^  take])  it  for  fe  beste 

That  eneryche  of  ^owe  schal  gone  where  him  leste       1848 

ffirely  wi)K>wten  Bannsofi  or  danngeTe 

And .  bis  daie  fifty  wekes  fer  ne  nere  '^  *^*>  iataro/ 

Eaeryche  of  ^owe  schal  bringe  an  .C.  knyhtes 

Aimed  for  lystes  yp  al  Bihtes  18&2 

Al  ledi  to  darreine  hir  by  Bataile 

And  )ns  behet  .1.  30W  wi)K>wte  faile . 

Vpon  my  txon^e  and  as  .L  am  knyht  [leaf  mi 

That  whejier  of  jowe  bo^e  ])at  hsLpe  miht  1856 
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This  is  to  seine  wlie])eT  he  or  ]K)tt 

Maie  ^ip  his  handle])  as  .1.  spak  of  nowe 

81e  his  contrarie  op  owte  of  listes  driue 

That  schal  .1.  jeue  Emelia  to  wif  1860 

To  whome  ])at  fortone  ^eueip  so  faire  a  grace 

The  listes  schal  .1.  inaken  iu  ^is  place 

And  god  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe 

As  J.  schal  Enen  luge  be  and  trewe  1864 

5e  schol  none  oj^er  ende  wif  me  makene 

J)at  one  of  ^owe  ne  schall:  be  dede  or  takene 

And  ^if  jowe  ])inke])  ])is  is  wele  .I.-eeide 

Sei|>e  jowre  aviso  and  holde  jowe  wele  apaide  1868 

This  es  ^oure  ende  and  joure  conclusione 

Who  loke]>  lihtly  nowe  bot  palamone 

Who  springe])  vp  for  ioie  bot  arcite 

Who  coa]>e  telle  or  who  coa]^e  it  endite  187? 

The  ioye  f&t  is  maked  in  pe  place 

Whan  Theseus  ha]>e  done  so  faire  a  grace  \L*^^  cnzb 

But  downe  one  knees  went .  euery  manere  wiht 

And  ])onked  him  wif  al  here  hert  and  myht  1876 

And  namely  fe  Thebanes  oft  8i]>e 

And  l^us  wi^  good  hope  and  ynfpe  herte  bli^ 

Thei  taken  here  leue  and  homwaid  gan  yei  ride 

To  Thebes  w'ip  olde  walles  wide  1880 

[PART  III.    No  gap  in  the  MS.] 

.1.  trowe  men  wolde  it  deme  Necligence 

3if  .1.  for-jate  to  tellen  fe  dispence 

Of  Theseus  f&t  go^  so  besily 

To  Maken  vp  ^e  listes  roially  1884  i 

)}at  suche  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was 

•L  dare  wele  sale  in  )>e  werlde  pere  nas 

The  circuite  a  Mile  was  aboute  •  vii.  i«. 

Walled  of  stone  and  diche  att  wi^ute  1888  •  inoditA.^ 

Bounde  was  fe  schappe  manor  of  compas 
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Sol  of  degrees  ye  heighte  of  sezti  pas 

That  whan  a  man  was  sette  on  o  degree 

He  let4t  nouhte  his  felow  for  to  see 

Estwarde  ^ere  stoode  a  gate  of  marble  white 

Westward  liht  stoode  a-no]>er  in  ]>e  opposite . 

And  Bchorily  to  conclude  sache  a  place 

Was  none  in  er^e  and  in  so  litel  a  space . 

f[oT  in  fe  londe  pere  nas  no  crafti  man 

That  Geomatrie  or  arce  metrik  can 

Ne  Portreonre  ne  kemer  of  ymages 

Thas  Theseus  ne  jafe  mete  and  wages 

The  Theatre  to  make  and  to  deuise 

And  for  to  done  his  liht  and  sacrifice 

He  Estwarde  ha^  Tpon  fe  gate  aboue 

In  worschipe  of  yenus  goddes  of  loue 

Done  maken  an  Auter  and  an  Oratorio 

And  in  fe  westwarde  in  Memorie 

Of  Marce  he  Maked  hafe  liht  suche  ano]ier 

paX  cost  largeli  of  gold  a  f o  j^er 

And  Northwarde  in  a  toret  on*  fe  walie 

Of  Alahastie  white  and  rede  Coralle 

An  oratorio  riche  for  to  se 

In  worschipe  of  Dyane  of  chastite 

Ha]w  Theseus  don  wrouht  in  noble  wise 

Bot  ^ite  had  .L  forgeten  to  deuise 

pe  noble  painteynge  and  fe  purtres 

The  schappe  ]>e  countenance  and  fe  figures 

That  weren  in  peae  oratories  Jrre 

fferst  in  ]w  temple  of  yenus  maist  ]k)u  see 

Wrouhte  in  fe  walle  fu[l]  pitouse  to  be-holde 

The  broken  slopes .  and  pe  sikes  colde 

The  sacrede  teres  and  pe  weymenynge 

The  firy  strokes  of  desireinge 

That  loues  seroant^  in  ]iis  life  enduren 

The  o^  fskt  here  couenantz  ensuren 

Plesant  and  hope  desire  foolhardinesse 
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Beaute  arid  jou^ .  bauderie  Richesse  |        TtaMt. 

Charmes  and  foice  leseinges  flateiie  sea  yn.  v^,  s 

Dispense  Besinesse  a9k2  lelowsie  1928 

That  wered  of  jalowe  gowldes  a  garlonde 

And  a  kokkowe  sittinge  on  his  honde 

fifestes  Instrunientes  karoles  daunces  |  8e«  txl  :s.  t ; 

Luste  and  arraie  andL  al  \^  Circumstaunces  1932 

Of  loue  whiche  ]>at  lekened  and,  leken  schalt 

Be  order  were  pointed  on  \%  watt 

And  mo  ])an  .1.  can  make  of  Mencione 

ffor  8o]7eli  al  ])e  moonte  of  Githorone  1936    yn.io. 

There  Tenus  ha])  hir  pn'ncipal  dwellinge 

"Was  schewede  on  J>e  watt  in  purtreinge*  p  sm  p.  tt, «.  r.i 

Wi])  al  the  Gardyne  anA  ])e  lustinesse  [ktf  is] 

Kat  was  for-^ete  ))e  porter  ydelnesse  t     [t  sm  p.  tt, «.  s.]    1 940 

I^e  Narcisns  \%  faire  of  jore  agone 

Ke  ])e  folj  of  kinge  salamon 

Ne  jitte  ]7e  grete  strenke  of  herculesj  [$  sm  p.  t^  «.  7.] 

Thenchanntementez  of  Medea  aiid  Circes  1944 

Ne  of  Tomns  wi])  ])e  hardy  fiers  corage 

The  Biche  Crisus  Caitif  in  s^ruage 

Thus  maie  ^e  seen  ])at  wisdome  ne  nchesse 

Beute  ne  strenge])e  ne  sleiht  ne  hardinesse  1948 

!Ne  maie  wi])  venus  halde  Champartie 

ffor  as  sche  liste  ])e  werlde  ])an  maie  sche  gye  • 

Lo  al  ^  folke  so  kauht  were  in  hire  lace 

Til  ])Qi  fill  woo  ful  oft  seide  Alace  1952 

Suffise])e  here  ensamples  one  or  two 

And  ])Ouhe  .1.  coa])e  rekken  a  ])ousand  mo 

The  Statae  of  venos  glorious  for  to  see  §  [§  sm  p.  is^ «.  9.] 

Was  made  fleteynge  in  ])e  large  see  1956 

And  fro  ])e  nauel  doune  al  couerd  was 

Wi])  wawes  grene  and  briht  as  any  glas 

A  Citole  in  hire  Hihte  honde  had  sche 

And  on  hir  hede  ful  semely  for  to  see  1960 

A  rose  garland  frische  arid  wele  smellinge 
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A-l)oae  Lire  Iiede  here  donfes  flikeringe 

Be-fome  bir  siode  hir  soizne  Cupido 

Ypon  his  scholdeies  wenges  had  he  tao 

And  blinde  he  was  as  it  is  oft  sene 

A  bowe  he  hare  and  arwes  hriht  and  kene 

Y  Whi  schold  .1.  nouht  also  wele  eke  tel  ]7e  hatt 

The  partiatotire  f&t  was  vpon  pe  watt 

Wi^iime  ye  temple  of  mjhti  mars  ])e  rede 

Al  pointed  was  fe  wal  in  lengethe  and  hrede 

like  to  ye  estres  of  ye  grisely  place 

That  hihte  ye  grete  temple  of  mars  in  trace 

In  Jnlke  colde  firosti  Begiofi 

Ther  as  Marce  hafe  his  souereine  Mansion 

ffiiste  on  ye  wal  was  peinted  a  forest 

In  whiche  yere  dwelled  neyjjer  man  ne  heste 

With  knotty  knarry  baran  tres  olde 

Of  stubbes  scharpe  and  hidouse  to  be-holde 

In  whiche  yer  ran  a  rombel  in  a  swouhe . 

As  ^nhe  a  storms  scholde  berste  eueiy  bonhe . 

And  donnewarde  from  an  hilt  ynder  a  bent 

Ther  stode  ye  temple  of  Mars  armipotent 

Wrowht  al  of  Bomede  stele  of  wyche  yentte 

Was  longe  and  streite  and  gastly  for  to  see 

And  yere  owte  come  a  rage  and  suche  a  veze 

That  maade  al  ye  gates  for  to  rese 

The  Korthem  liht  in  att  y&t  dore  schone* 

ffor  windowe  on  ye  [waUe]  was  yere  none . 

ThoTohe  whiche  men  myht  any  liht  disceme 

The  dores  waren  ail:  of  Attemant  ete[r]ne 

Ychenchede  on^rejr^art  and  enlonge 

Wiy  yren  tonghe  and  for  to  make  it  stronge 

"Eaerj  peler  ye  temple  to  snsteine 

Was  tone  grete  of  yren  hriht  and  schene 

There  sawe  .1.  first  ye  derke  ymaginynge 

Of  felony  anal  ye  compassinge 

The  Craele  Ire  as  rede  as  any  glede 
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The  Pike-pTUB  cend  eke  ])e  pale  drede 

The  smyler  wi])e  ]7e  knyf  vnder  ])e  cloke  •  j&S^imJi 


Til.  S3.  [1 


The  Shepen  bimeinge  mt^  ^  blake  smoke  2000 

The  Tieson  of  ))e  MorJ^iinge  in  ^  bedde 

The  Open  wene  wi])  wondes  att  be-bledde 

Contek  wi))  blody  knyfe  and  scharpe  manace  •  yilm. 

Ait  ffal  of  schrikeinge  was  ]»at  sor  place  2004  • 

The  sleere  of  himself  ^it  sawe  .1.  |)ere 

His  herte  ha])  l)a])ed  al  his  here 

The  naile  y-dijue  in  ])e  schode  on  nyht 

The  colde  de])e  wij»  moa])e  gapeand  ypriht  2008 

A  mides  of  \^  temple  satte  Mischaunce  *         c*  sm  p.  tt, «.  lu 

Wit/i  discomford  and,  soii  coantenannce 

3it  sauhe  .L  wodenes  lawheynge  in  his  lage  yq.  «, 

Armed  compleinte  outehees  wnd  fires  outrage  f   Ct  sm  p^  cs» «. ».] 

The  karoigne  in  ])e  bnske  wi]*  ]7rote.  ycorae 

A.  ])ousand  ysleine  and  not  of  qualme  ystorue 

The  terant  wi])e  preie  be  for  ])rafte 

The  towne  destroiede.  ])er  was  no  ]?iiige  lafb  2016  |  til  9ft. 

3ete  sawe  .1.  bemte  ])e  schippes  hoppestersj      (|6mp.25,».isj 

The  hunte  strangeld  wi])  ])e  wilde  beres 

The  sowe  freteynge  ])e  childe  riht  in  ])e  Cradett 

The  Coke .  Iscalded  for  al  his  longe  ladett  2020 

Kouht  was  forjeten  be  ])enfortune  of  Marte 

The  Carte  ouerriden  wi])  his  Carte  i  vu. «. 

Ynder  ])e  whele  fdl  lowe  he  laie  a  doune  [lesrsq 

There  were  also  of  Mart/«  dioisiotme  2024 

The  barboure  and  ])e  bocher  and  ])e  smithe 

That  foige])  scharpe  swerdes  on  his  sti])e 

And  al  aboue  depeinted  in  a  toure 

Sauhe  .1.  conqueste  sit  in  grete  honoure  2028 

Wi])  ]>e  scharpe  swerde  oucre  his  hede 

Hangeinge  be  a  subtile  twine  ]»rede 

Depeinted  was  ])e  slawhter  of  lulius 

Of  grete  Nero  and  of  Anthonius  2032 

Al  be  ])at  ilke  time  ])ei  weren  vnbome 

LAN8D0WNS   58 


GROUP  A.  §  8.  KNiGHT^s  TALE.  Laiisdowiie  MS.    59 

3ite  was  y&ie  de]ie  depainted  fere  be-fome 

Be  Manassiiige  of  Mbib  lilit  be  figure 

So  was  it  schewde  in  f&t  puttratuie .  2036 

As  is  depeinted  in  ye  sertres  arboue 

Wbo  scfaal  be  sleine  or  elles  dede  for  loue 

Soffiseth  oone  ensample  in  stories  oolde 

.L  nude  nonbt  reken  hem  al  ]K)uhe  fat  .1.  wolde         2040 

Y  The  statue  of  Mars  vppon  a  Carte  stode 

Armed  and  loked  grime  as  he  war  wode 

And  ouere  his  heuede  pere  schines  two  figures 

Of  sterre  ^t  bene  closed  in  scriptures  2044 

pat  on  pueUa  ^t  o])er  Bubeus 

This  god  of  aimes  was  arraide  ]»ub 

A  wolfe  fere  stode  be-for  him  att  his  fete 

Wi^  jjen  reede  and  of  a  man  he  ete  2048 

Vlipfe  sotel  pensel  was  depeinted  pis  storie 

In  ledouteinge  of  Mars  and  of  his  glorie . 

f  N owe  to  pe  temple  of  Diane  fe  chast 

As  schortli  as  .L  can  .1.  wil  me  haste  2052 

To  telle  30we  al  ye  descripciotme 

Depeinted  bene  ye  walles  yp  and  doune 

Of  huntynge  and  of  sehamfast  chastite 

There  sauhe  .L  howe  woftd  Caliste  2056 

Whan  ^t  Diane  was  agreued  wi]ye  here 

Was  tume  fro  a  womman  to  a  here  Ym  Kalor 

And  after  was  sche  maade  ye  lode-sterre 

Thus  was  sche  pointed  .1.  can  sei  )owe  no  ferre .  2060 

Hir  sone  is  eke  a  sterre  as  men  Maie  see 

Thar  sawhe  [I]  Dane  turned  til  a  tree 

.L  mene  nouht  ye  goddes  Diane 

Bot  Penneus  doubter  whiche  y&t  hiht  Dane .  2064 

%  Ther  sawhe  .L  Accheon  an  herte  ymaked  pMfsekiMck] 

ffor  yeniaunce  ^t  he  sawhe  Diane  al  nakede 

.L  sawhe  howe  ya.t  his  hondes  ha])  him  cauht 

And  fteten  him  for  y&t  yei  knewe  him  nauht  2068 

5ite  y-peinted  was  a  Htel  forj^ermore 
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Howe  AiJialance  hunted  pe  wilde  bore 

And  Meliagre  and  mony  an  o]?ei  moo 

fibr  whiclie  Diane  wrouht  care  and  woo  2072 

There  sawhe  .1.  many  a  Jioper  wondere  storie 

The  whiche  me  liiste  nonht  drawe  to  memorie 

IT  This  Goddes  on  an  hert  fdl  hihe  sche  seete 

Wi))  smalle  houndes  al  aboute  hei*  feete .  2076 

And  ynder-ne])e  hire  feete  sche  had  a  mone 

Waxinge  it  was  and  scholde  wany  sone 

In  gaude  grene  hire  statue  clo])ed  was 

Wi]>  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  in  a  kas  2080 

Hii'  yhen  kest  sche  ful  lowe  adoune 

Thare  pluto  ha]»  his  derke  Eegione 

A  womman  trauaillinge  was  hire  befome 

Bot  for  hire  childe  was  so  longe  ynbome  2084 

fful  pitously  Lucina  gan  sche  calk 

And  seide  helpe  for  pon  maiste  best  of  alls 

Wele  coulee  he  peinto  lifly  J)at  it  wrouht 

Wi])  many  a  floren  he  ])e  hewes  bouht  2088 

I^owe  bene  pea  listes  maade  and  Theseus 

That  att  his  grete  cost  arraide  ]»U8 

The  temples  and  pe  Teatre  eu^ry  dele 

Whan  it  was  done  it  liked  him  wondere  wele  2092 

Bot  stinte  .1.  witt  of  Theseus  a  lite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite 

The  daie  approchej  of  hire  retoumynge 

That  euaryche  schold  an  .0.  knyhtes  brings .  2096 

The  Bataile  to  darraine  as  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

And  til  Athenes  here  couenant  for  to  holde 

Ha])e  eu^che  of  hem  brouht  an  .C.  knyhtes 

Wele  armed  for  pe  werre  att  al  rihtes  2100 

An  sekurly  petQ  trowed  mony  a  man 

That  neuer  eippe  ^at  ])e  werlde  be-gan 

As  for  to  speke  of  knyhthode  of  hire  honde 

As  fer  as  god  ha])  maked  see  and  londe  2104 

Was  of  so  fewe  so  noble  a  compaignye  |  yi,  ^ 
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ffor  euerj  whiht  ]yat  loaed  cbeualrie  • 

And  irold  Ids  ])oiikes  and  haue  a  passant  name 

Ha]»e  pieide  ]»it  ke  mylite  be  of  ])at  game . 

^nd  wel  was  ]iim  ])at  ])6re-to  chosen  was 

ffoT  if  j^ere  fell  to  morwe  soche  a  cas 

3e  knewe  wele  J>at  eu^y  lusty  knyht 

))at  ]oue>  paramonres.  And  haj)  his  myht 

Were  it  in  Ingelonde  or  elles  where 

Thei  wolde  here  ]K>nke8  willen  to  be  ])ere 

To  fighte  for  a  ]ady  benedicite 

It  were  a  lusti  siht  for  to  see 

And  riht  so  ferden  ])ei  wi]>  Falamon 

Wi]>e  him  ^ere  went  knyhtes  manyon 

Some  wol  ben  armed  in  an  haburgeon 

And  in  a  breete  jdate .  And  iq  a  liht  lepon    . 

And  some  wil  haue  a  paire  plates  large 

And  some  wil  haue  a  pruce  schelde  or  a  targe 

Some  wel  bene  armed  on  his  legges  wele 

And  haue  an  ax  and  some  a  mace  of  stele 

Thar  is  no  new  gise  ])at  it  nas  holde 

Armed  were  ])ei  as  .L  hane  ^owe  tolde 

Eneiyche  after  his  opinione 

Thare  maistowe  see  comynge  wi]>  palamon 

lagnrge  him  selfe  ])e  grete  kinge  of  trace 

Blake  was  his  berde  and  manly  was  his  face 

The  cercles  of  his  yhen  in  his  hede 

Thei  glowde  be-twix  ^alowe  and  rede 

And  like  a  griffon  loked  he  a-boute 

WttA  kempe  heres  on  his  browes  stonte 

His  limes  grete .  his  braune  harde  and  stronge 

His  scholdres  brod .  his  armes  ronnde  and  longe 

And  as  ]ye  gise  was  in  his  contre 

ftal  hihe  ypon  a  chare  of  gold  stode  he 

WiJ>]ie  fonre  white  boles  in  ])e  trays 

In  stede  of  cote  armoure  oner  his  hemays 

Wi]?  naille  jelow  and  briht  as  any  golde 
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He  had  a  beiskinne  cole-blake  for  olde 

His  longe  here  was  kembed  be-hinde  bis  bak  ^' "' 

As  any  Bauenes  fe])er  it  scbane  for  blak  2144 

A  wre])e  of  golde  arme  g^te  of  Luge  wighte 

Ypon  his  hede  sette  f  td  of  stones  briht 

Of  fine  Rubies  and  of  diamantz 

A-bonte  his  chare  fer  went  white  alantz  2148 

Twenty  and  moo  as  grete  as  any  steie  pMf  n.  t»a] 

To  hunten  att  J>e  lyon  or  ]>e  dere 

And  folowed  him  wi]>  mosel  fast  boiinde 

Colers  of  golde  and  turettes  filed  ronnde  2152 

An  .C.  lordes  had  he  in  his  Boute 

Armed  ful  wele  wi])  hertes  sterene  and  stoute 

IT  Wij)  Arcita  in  Stories  as  men  finds 

The  grete  Emetrios  ])e  kinge  of  Inde  2156 

Ypon  a  stede  baie  trapped  in  stele 

Couerd  wi])  clo^e  of  gold  diapred  wele  •  tl  ».  csm  9, 

Cam  rideinge  like  fe  god  of  Armes  mars 

His  cote  armur  was  of  clo])e  of  tars  2160 

Coached  wi])  perles  white  and  roonde  and  grete 

His  sadep]  was  of  brent  gold  new  ybette  |  yl  17. 

A  mantelet  ypon  his  scholdere  hongeynge  yl  is. 

Bretefol  of  Bubies  rede  as  fire  spaiklinge    .  2164 

His  crispe  here  like  ringes  was  yronne 

And  ])at  was  ^alowe  and  gleteringe  as  ])e  sone 

His  nose  was  hihe  his  y^en  briht  Citrine 

His  lippes  roonde .  his  colour  was  sanguyne  2168 

A  fewe  fraknes  in  his  face  ynsprined 

Be-twix  jalowe  and  somdel  blak  ymeyned 

And  as  lion  he  his  lokeynge  cast 

Of  five  and  twenti  ^ere  his  age  .L  cast  2172 

His  herd  was  wele  be-gunne  for  to  springe 

His  vois  was  as  a  trompe  thundringe 

Vpon  his  hede  he  wered  of  laurer  grene  ,  vl^l 

A  garland  fresche  and  lusti  for  to  seene  2176 

Ypon  liis  honde  he  bare  for  his  deduyte 
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An  Egle  tame  as  any  lely  white 

An  .C.  lordes  had  he  wi]»  him  fexe 

Al  armed  sane  hire  hedes  in  al  her  geie  2180 

fful  richely  in  al  maner  ])iiige8 

ffor  tmstejy  wele  ]>at  Bakes  Erles  and  kinges 

Weien  gaderd  in  ]>i8  noble  compaignie 

ffor  loae  arid  for  encres  of  chiualrie  2184 

A-boate  ^is  kinge  fdx  raxme  on  euery  parte 

ffal  mony  a  tame  lion  atid  lepart 

IT  And  in  Jns  wise  fes  lordes  al  and  some 

Bene  on  fe  sondaie  to  ])e  Cite  come  2188 

Aboute  prime  and  in  ])e  towne  a-lihte 

This  theseus  ]ns  due  fla  woT])i  knyht 

Whan  he  had  brouht  hem  in  to  his  Citee  Deaf  is] 

And  Inned  hem  euenche  att  his  degree  2192 

He  feste]*  hem  and  do])e  so  grete  la-boure 

To  esen  hem  and  done  hem  al  hononre 

That  3it  men  wene])  ])at  nomannes  witte 

Of  none  estate  ne  coa])e  amende  it  2196 

The  minstralcie  pe  sendee  att  fe  feste 

The  grete  3eftes  to  fe  most  and  le^ 

The  Eiche  arraie  of  Theseus  Paleis 

I^e  who  satt  first  ne  last  vppon  ])e  deis  2200 

What  ladies  fairest  bene  or  best  daunceinge 

Or  whiche  of  hem  can  best  daunsen  or  singe 

Ne  who  moste  feleingelike  speke])  of  loue 

What  hankes  sitten  in  ye  perche  aboue  2204 

What  hoimdes  liggen  on  ]>e  flore  adoune 

Of  afi  ])is  make  .L  nowe  no  mencioune 

Bot  al  ^effect  ^t  feiDkep  me  beste 

Now  come])  fe  pointe  and  herken  if  jow  leste  2208 

f  The  sondaye  att  nyht  ar  day  be-gan  to  springe 

Whan  Palamon  ])e  larke  herde  singe 

Al  ]K)nhe  it  nar  nouht  daie  be  houres  tuo 

Jete  songe  fe  larke  An  Palamon  riht  fo  2212 

WiJ>  holy  herte  and  wi]»  an  hihe  corage 
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He  rose  to  wende  on  his  pilgrenage 

Ynto  ye  blisful  Citharea  benigae 

•L  mene  yenus  honurable  and  digne  2216 

And  in  hire  houie  he  walke^  for]^  apace 

Ynto  ])e  listes  ))er  hir  temple  wace 

An  doune  he  kneled  and  wip  humble  cheie 

And  hert  sore  he  seide  as  je  schal  here  2220 

%  fifairest  of  faire  O  ladi  myne  YenoB 

Donhter  to  loue  and  spouse  to  vnlcanus 

Thou  glader  of  ye  mounte  of  Ciiheron 

ffor  ]>ilke  loue  ))oa  haddest  to  Adofl  2224  . 

Haae  pite  of  my  bitter  teres  smarte . 

And  take  myne  humble  preier  att  ^ine  herte 

Alias  .L  ne  hane  no  langage  to  telle  •  m.  «&. 

The  effectes  ne  fQ  torment  on  myn  helle  2228  • 

Mine  herte  maie  myne  harmes  nouht  bi-wreie 

.1.  am  so  confuse  ))at  .1.  can  nouht  seie  '  •  tii.  «&. 

Bot  Merci  ladi  briht  ]>at  knowest  wele 

Mi  ]>ouhte  and  seest  what  harmes  ]>at  J.  fele .  2232  • 

Considere  al  ])is  and  rewe  vpon  my  sore 

As  wisly  as  .L  schal  for  euer  More 

Enforjje  my  myht  ))i  trewe  s^ruant  be 

And  halden  were  alwaie  wi])  chastite  2236 

That  .1.  make  myne  avowe  so  ^e  me  helpe 

•L  kepe  nouht  of  armes  for  to  jelpe 

Ke  .L  ne  axe  not  to  mome  to  haue  victoiie 

Ne  renoune  in  ))is  caas  ne  veine  glorie  2240 

Of  pr»  of  armes  blowen  vp  and  doune 

Bot  .L  wolde  haue  fully  possessione 

Of  Emelye  and  die  in  his  seruise 

fi^de  3owe  ]>e  manere  howe  and  in  whatt  wise  2244 

.1.  reche  noujt  bot  it  better  maie  hue 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  or  fei  of  me 

So  ]»at  .1.  maie  my  lady  in  myne  armes 

ffor  ]youhe  so  be  fai  mars  is  god  of  Armes  2248 

3oure  yertue  is  so  grete  in  heuene  aboue 
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jKit .  if  )yoa  Hate  .L  scbal  Trel  bane  my  lone 

IT  Thi  temple  wil  .1.  woischipe  euere  mo 

And  ofi  ^ine  antere  where  .L  ride  oi  go  2252 

.L  vil  don  sacnfise  cmd  fires  bete 

And  if  ^e  wil  non^t  so  my  lady  swete 

^an  praie  .1.  ])e  to-mome  wi])  a  speie 

))at  Ardte  [me]  ]70urbe  ]>e  berte  beie  2256 

Than  reke  .1.  noubt  wban  .1.  bane  lost  my  lif 

Thonbt  J>at  Arcite  winne  bire  to  bis  wif 

Tbis  is  )yeffect  and  ende  of  my  prayere 

3ef  me  my  lone  ]K)n  bHssefol  ladi  deie  2260 

Y  Wban  ]^  orison  was  done  of  Palamon 

His  sacrifice  be  dide  and  ])at  arnone 

ffnl  pitonsly  wi]i  al  circumstances  *  [•  sm  p.  tt^ «.  le.] 

Aft  tel  .1.  not  as  nowe  bis  obsemances  2264 

Bot  att  \^  lasts  ])e  Statue  of  yenus  scbooke 

And  Maade  a  signe  wbere-bi  ]»at  be  toke 

Tbat  bis  praier  was  accept  ])at  daie 

ffor  ]K)ugbe  ])e  signe  scbewed  a  delaie  2268 

Jit  wist  be  wele  ]>at  grounted  was  bis  bone 

And  wi])  glad  berte  be  went  bim  bom  fill  sone 

Tbe  ])rede  boure  inequale  ]>at  Palamon 

Be-gan  to  yenus  temple  for  to  gone  2272 

Yp  rose  ])e  sonne  and  ype  roos  Emelye 

And  to  ])e  temple  of  Diane  gan  bye 

The  Maidens  ]»at  ]>edere  wi])  bire  ladde  Oeaf  20] 

fi'ol  redely  wi])  hem  ^  fire  ])ei  badde  '  2276 

Tbe  encens  ]»e  clo])es  and  \^  remenant  att 

That  to  ])e  sacrifice  longen  scbatt 

The  homes  ful  of  Me])e  as  was  ])e  gise 

There  lakked  noubt  to  done  bif  sacrifise  2280 

Smokeinge  J)e  temple  ful  of  clones  faire 

This  Emely  wi])  bert  debonaire 

Hir  bo^y  [wessb]  wi])e  water  of  a  wett 

Bot  bow  scbe  did  bii'  ribt  .1.  dar  not  tett  2284 

Bot  it  be  any  ))inge  in  generatt 
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And  ^t  it  wete  a  game  to  here  it  aft 

Til  him  ^t  me]ie])e  wele  it  ner  no  chaige 

Bot  it  is  goode  a  man  be  att  hia  laige  2288 

Her  bzilite  here  yn-kembed  TntroBsed  al 

A  coion  of  a  grene  oke  serial  •  til  re 

Ypon  hire  bed  sett  fol  feiie  and  mete 

Two  fires  on  fQ  aater  gan  scbe  bete  2292  • 

And  dide  bir  jniiges  as  men  mai  be-bolde 

In  8tace  of  Thebes  as  yes  bokes  olde 

Whan  kindeled  was  ])e  fire  wi)y  pitons  chere 

Yn  to  Diane  sche  spak  as  ^e  maye  here  2296 

Y  O  chaste  goddes  of  fe  wodes  grene 

To  whom  bo])e  heaen  and  erfe  and  see  is  sene 

Qneene  of  fe  regno  of  Pinto  derke  and  lawe 

Goddes  of  maydenes  ^t  myn  hert  haste  knowe  2300 

fful  mony  a  ^ere  and  woste  what  .1.  desire 

As  kepe  me  fro  )d  yenianoe  and  jdne  ire  *  til  m 

pat  Atiheon  abouht  craely 

Chaste  goddes  wel  woste  you  y^i  .L  2304 

Desire  to  be  a  maiden  al  my  lif 

Ne  nener  wil  .L  be  no  lone  ne  wi 

.L  am  ^oa  woste  ^it  of  yi  compaignie  •  til  o. 

A  mayden  and  lone  hnntynge  and  yeneiyo  2308  • 

And  for  to  walken  in  ye  wodes  wilde 

And  noTiht  to  bene  a  wif  and  be  wi]>  childe 

Note  wil  J.  knowe  company  of  man  |  til  o. 

Now  he[Te]  me  ladi  seyye  ^e  male  and  can  2312 

ffor  ytee  formes  y&t  ]>u  haste  in  ye 

And  palamon  y&i  h&y  suche  a  lone  to  me 

And  eke  Arcite  yai  louey  me  so  sore 

jAa  grace  .L  pray .  jowe  wijK)wten  more  2316  •  vn.  ml 

And  sonde  lone  and  pees  be-twene  hem  two 

And  fro  me  tome  awaie  her  hertes  boo 

That  al  her  bote  lone  and  desire  p«fa^teck] 

And  al  her  bysy  torment  and  hire  fire  2320 

Be  qyeynte  or  tornede  in  a  noyeyer  place 
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And  if  80  be  fon  mlt  nouht  do  me  grace 

Or  if  my  destany  be  scliapede  so  •  tu.  aa^ 

That  J.  Bchal  nedes  haue  one  of  fern  tao  2324  • 

Ab  sende  me  him  foi  most  desire]?  me  • 

Ee-holde  goddes  of  dene  chastite 

The  bitter  teres  f&i  oh  my  cheke  iaUe  \  til  ra 

Sen  |»oa  art  Maiden  and  keper  of  ys  alk  2328 

My  nuddenbede  ym  kepe  and  wele  conseme 

And  vile  .L  lene  a  maide  .L  wil  ^owe  s^me 

The  fires  beme  Tpon  fe  auter  clere 

While  emely  iras  Jms  in  hir  preiere  2332 

Bot  sodanly  sche  sawe  a  siht  qneynte 

ffor  rihte  a-none  on  of  ])e  fires  queynte 

An  quyked  a3dne  cmd  after  feX  anone 

That  oyer  fire  iras  qneynte  and  al  agone  2336 

And  as  it  qneynte  it  maad  a  whistelynge 

As  done  yes  irete  brondes  in  her  brenynge 

And  att  ye  brondes  ends  oute  ran  anone 

As  it  were  blodi  dropes  many  one  2340 

ffor  whiche  so  sore  agaste  was  Emelye 

That  sche  was  nyhe  mad  and  gan  to  crie 

ffor  sche  ne  wist  what  it  signified  |  to.  ml 

Bot  onely  for  ye  fere  yus  ha])  sche  cried  2344 

And  wepe  ya,t  Pite  was  to  here 

And  ])ere  wi]»  att  Diane  gan  arpere  .  til  ss. 

Wiy  bowe  in  honde  riht  as  an  hnnteresse 

And  seide  donhter  stinte  ])ine  heuinesse  2348 

Amonge  ye  goddes  on  hihe  it  is  affermede  .  vil  80l 

And  be  eteme  worde  wreten  and  confeimede  rconeternap*- 

rol*.'  VIL  86.] 

Thou  schalt  be  wedded  yn  to  one  of  )»oo  .  yil  w. 

That  haue  for  ye  so  mnche  care  and  woo  2352 

Bot  Ynto  whiche  of  hem  .1.  nude  nonht  tell^  *  '^^n.  89. 

flare  wele  for  .1.  ne  maie  no  longer  dwells 

The  fires  whiche  ^t  on  myn  auter  beme 

Schole  ^e  declaren  arr  ^t  ^e  gon  henne  2356 

Y  Thyne  aaentnr  of  loue  as  in  ]ns  caas 
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And  yrip  y&t  woide  fe  Arwes  in  fe  caaa 

Of  ]>e  goddes  clateme  fast  a^id  ringe 

And  foTJ^e  sche  wente  and  made  a  yanyssinge 

ffor  whiche  ])i[ng]  emely  astoned  was 

And  seide  what  armonnte^  fis  alas 

.1.  pate  me  in  fi  pratectione 

Diane  and  in  ])ine  dispociczon 

And  home  sche  gope  a-none  pe  next  weye 

J)Ib  is  ])efifecte  fere  is  nomore  to  seie 

IT  The  next  home  of  Mars  folwynge  pia 

Aicite  vnto  fe  temple  walke  is 

Of  fires  Mars  to  don  his  sacrifice 

Wi])  att  ])e  rihtes  of  his  payen  wise 

Wi]>e  pitons  hert  and  hihe  deuocione 

Biht  puB  to  mars  he  sent  his  orison 

^  0  strongs  good  ))at  in  ^e  regno  colde 

Of  Trace  honoured  erte  and  lorde  .L-holde 

And  hast  in  en^ry  regno  and  in  eoery  londe 

Of  armes  al  pe  hridel  in  ])in  honde 

And  hem  fortnnest  as  pe  liste  deuyse 

Accepte  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifise 

If  so  be  ])at  my  ^oupe  mai  deseme 

And  Jat  J.  myht  be  worfi  for  to  Berne 

Thi  godhede  pat  .1.  maie  bene  one  of  ])ine 

J)at  praie  J.  to  J)e  to  rewe  vpon  my  pine 

ffor  pUke  pine  and  ^ilke  bote  fire 

In  whiche  poM  whilome  bemeste  for  desire 

Whan  ])at  ])oa  vsedest  pi  beante 

Of  Mre  jonge  fressche  venus  ire 

And  haddest  hir  in  armes  att  ]>i  will: 

Al-))onhe  je  ones  on  a  time  mysfett 

Whane  vtdcanns  hadde  cauht  ]»e  in  his  laas 

And  fonde  j)e  liggynge  be  his  wif  alaas 

ffor  Jilke  sorwe  fat  was  in  J)in  herte 

Hane  rea]ye  as  wele  vpon  my  peines  smerte 

J.  am  jonge  and  vnkunynge  as  J)ou  woste 
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And  as  .L  trowe  wip  lone  offendade  moste  •       Tmuu. 

))at  euer  iras  any  lines  cieatuie 

ffor  sche  ^t  do])e  me  al  fia  woo  enduie  2396 

Ne  iecche)y  nener  whe])er  .1.  sinke  or  flete 

And  wele  .L  irote  ar  sche  me  meici  hete 

X  moste  wi^  strenke^  vinne  hii'  in  fQ  place 

And  wele  .L  irote  wi])-owten  lieipe  or  grace  2400  *  til  sb. 

Of  ^  f  ne  nude  my  strenke]^  nouht  aveile 

Than  helpe  me  lorde  to-mome  in  my  bataile .  •  th  sr. 

ffor  ^ilke  fire  Jiat  whilom  brente  ])e  ciesfso,  bMdc] 

As  wele  as  ]»ilke  fire  nowe  brenne])  me  2404 

An  do  p&t  .L  to-mome  haue  ye  victorie 

Myne  be  ye  tranayle  and  yine  be  ye  glorie*     c*  see  p.  ss,  a.  17.3 

Thi  son^reyne  temple  wele  most  .1  honouren 

Of  any  place  cmd  al-wey  moste  labouren .  2408 

In  )d  pesanntez  and  in  ]>i  craftes  stronge 

And  in  yi  temple  .L  witt  Mi  baner  honge  •  yn.  s8l 

And  al  pe  aimes  of  my  compaignye 

And  ener  more  yntil  ]>at  .L  dye  2412 

Eteme  fire  .1.  will:  be-for  ^e  finde  •  til  m» 

And  eke  to  yia  a-vowe  .L  wil  me  binde 

Mine  Mine  here  y&t  honge])  longe  a  doune  *  yiLsa. 

That  nener  ^te  ne  felte  offensione  2416  • 

Of  Basoure  ne  of  schere  .L  wil  ye  ^eue 

And  bene  ^i  tren  semant  while  .1.  leue . 

Now  lorde  hane  reujje  vpon  my  sorous  sore 

3if  me  ye  victorie  .1.  ax  ^  no  more  2420 

%  The  preier  stinte  of  Arcita  ye  stronge 

The  ringe  on  ye  temple  dore  ])at  honge . 

And  eke  ye  dores  claterden  fnl  fast  •  m.  an 

Of  whiche  arcita  snmwhat  him  argaste  2424  - 

The  fires  brenten  ypon  ye  auteres  brihte  »  yi..  m. 

That  it  gan  al  ye  temple  for  to  lihte 

And  swete  smelle  ye  gronde  anone  vp  jafe  • 

And  Arcita  a-none  his  hand  vp  hafe  2428    8eeYn.«, 

And  More  encence  into  ye  fire  he  caste  ; 
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Wi]»  o]»e9'e  lilites  moo  and  at  ^  laste 

The  Statue  of  Marc3  began  his  hauberk  linge 

And  wi]>  ye  sounde  he  heide  a  memoiynge  2432  • 

Svl  lowe  and  dimme  fsi  seide  ]iu8  victorie  | 

ffor  whiche  he  ^afe  to  mars  honour  and  glorie 

And  ])us  wi]>  loy  and  hope  wele  to  fare  •  yn.  «i. 

Arcite  a-none  vn  to  his  Inne  he  is  fare  2436 

As  feine  as  fowle  is  of  fe  briht  sonne 

And  riht  anone  ffidssche  strife  is  be-gumie 

ITor  pUke  grauntynge  in  ])e  heuen  a-boue 

£e-twix  venus  pe  goddes  of  loue  2440  • 

And  marce  pe  steren  god  Armipotentent 

That  lubiter  was  besie  it  to  stent 

Til  pai  pe  pale  Satumus  pe  colde 

p&i  knewe  so  mony  of  aventures  olde  2444 

ffond  in  his  olde  experiens  an  arte  [i«tf  u] 

That  fill  sone  ha]ie  pleside  evLery  parte 

A  aopQ  is  seide  Elde  hap  grete  auantage 

In  Elde  is  bo]ie  wisdome  and  vsage  2448 

Men  Maie  pe  olde  att-renne  and  nouhf  atrede 

Satume  a-none  to  stint  stiif  and  drede 

Al  be  it  ])at  it  is  a^eines  his  kinde 

Of  Al  ])is  8t[r]if  he  gan  remedi  finde  2452 

Mi  dere  Douhter  yenus  quod  Satume 

Mi  course  ]»at  ha])e  so  wide  for  to  tume 

Ha])  more  powere  J>an  ha])  any  manne 

Mine  is  pe  diynchinge  in  ])e  see  so  wanne  2456 

Mine  is  pe  pnsone  in  pe  derke  cote 

Mine  is  pe  strangle  and  hongeinge  by  pe  ]>rote 

The  murmure  and  pe  cheles  rebellinge 

The  groneynge  and  pe  pnue  enprisoneinge  2460 

J.  do  vengeance  and  pleine  correctione 

Wil  J.  dwelle  in  pe  signe  of  pe  leone 

Myne  is  pe  ruyne  of  pe  hihe  halles 

The  fedlynge  of  pe  toures  ajid  of  pe  walles  2464 

Ypon  pe  minor  and  pe  Carpenter 
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I  slowhe  Sampson  Bchakinge  fe  piler 
And  myne  bene  ^e  Maladies  colde 
The  derke  tresoaies  and  fe  Cosies  olde 
My  lokeynge  is  ])e  fader  of  peetelence 
Kowe  wepe  nomore  .L  schal  do  diligence 
J)at  palamon  )at  is  ^e  owen  knyht 
8ckal  liane  his  lady  as  ^on  him  hihte 
Mars  schal  helpe  his  knyht  navies 
Be-twiz  3owe  ^ere  mot  be  sum  time  pes 
Al  be  nonht  bo^e  of  on  complexione 
Pat  canse)  al  dale  snche  ditusione 
.L  am  ^in  ayeft  rede  att  ^i  witt 
Wepe  nowe  no  more  ^i  lust  .L  wil  fulfill: 
Nowe  will  .L  stente  of  fe  goddes  aboue 
Of  Mars  and  of  venus  goddes  of  lone 
And  teff  ^owe  also  pleinelj  as  .1.  can 
)pe  giet  effecte  of  whiche  that  .1.  be-gan 


TiMUe, 


2468 


2472 


2476 


2480 


[PART  IV.    No  gap  in  the  MS.] 


%  Giete  was  ]»e  feste  in  Athenes  ]»t  dale 

And  eke  ]>at  lusti  seson  of  ]»at  maye 

Maade  eaeiy  knyht  to  bene  in  suche  plesaunce 

That  al  ^t  monday  lousten  fei  and  daunce . 

And  spende  it  in  hihe  yenus  s^ruise 

Bot  be  ye  cause  y&i  p^  scholde  rise 

Erly  for  to  seen  fe  grete  fighte 

Ynto  her  leste  went  ^i  att  nihte 

And  on  ye  morwe  whan  pe  dal  gan  springe 

Of  hors  and  hemeys  noyse  aiid  clateringe 

There  was  in  hostries  al  a-boute 

And  to  fe  Paleys  rode  ^ei'  mony  a  route 

Of  lordes  vpon  stedes  and  palfi^is 

There  maist  yon  seen  diuiseinge  of  hameys 

So  ynkoujie  and  so  riche  and  wrouhte  so  wele^ 

Of  gold  smy^rie  of  brondeinge  and  of  stele 
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The  Scheldes  biiht  testeres  and  trappuies  

Gold  hewon  helmes  hawberkes  cote  aimures  2500 

Lordes  in  paiameiites  on  liii'  courseies 

Knyhtes  of  Eetenn  and  eke  swieres 

Kaillinge  fe  speies  and  helmes  bokelynge 

Gideinge  of  scheldes  wij>  layneis  lasinge  2504 

There  as  nede  is  ]?ei  were  no  ^inge  jdel 

The  fomj  stedes  on  pe  golden  biidel  •  yn.  v. 

Gnawen  and  faate  fe  armnreres  also  • 

Wi^  file  and  hamor  prikinge  to  and  fro  2508 

3omen  on  fote  and  comone  mony  one 

WiJ)  schort  staaes  riht  as  fei  mai  gone 

Pipes  trompes  nakers  clarions 

f&t  in  ^  retaile  blewe  blodi  sownes  2512 

The  Paleis  ful  of  peple  yp  and  doune  |  yn.  ml 

Here  ^re  ^r  ten  holdeinge  her  questioune  •  yil  ml 

Deuyneinge  of  pia  thebane  knyhtes  tuo 

Som  seide  ]»ns  sum  seide  it  sehal  be  so  2516  | 

Some  holden  -mp  him  wij>  pQ  blake  berde 

Some  wi]>  ^e  balle  som^  wi])  pe  pikke  herede 

Some  seide  he  loked  grimme  and  he  wolde  fihte 

He  ha])  a  spar])e  of  .xx.  pounde  of  wihte  2520 

Thus  was  pe  hal  ful  of  diuineinge 

Longe  after  ])at  pe  sonne  gan  to  springe 

The  grete  Theseus  ])at  of  his  slepe  awaked  •  yu.  m. 

Wi]>  mynstralcye  and  noys  pai  was  maked  2524 

Held  3ite  pe  Chambres  of  his  palays  riche  • 

Til  ])at  pe  Thebanes  knyhtes  bo])en  yliche 

Honorable  weren  in  to  ^e  Palays  ffette 

Due  Theseus  is  att  pe  window  sette  2528 

Anaide  riht  as  he  were  a  god  in  Throne  D^m 

The  peple  presed  ]>ederwarde  ful  sone 

Him  for  to  seyn  and  done  hihe  reuerence 

And  eke  to  herken  his  heste  and  his  sentence  2532 

An  heraude  on  a  scafold  maad  an  hoo 

Til  alt  pe  noys  of  J>e  peple  was .  y-doo 
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2540  •  vn.  r. 


And  whan  he  sawe  ^e  peple  of  noyse  al  still' 

Thus  schewed  he  fe  myhty  dokes  witt  2536 

^  The  loide  h&f  of  his  hihe  discrecione 

Considered  pat  it  were  destmctione 

To  gentil  Mode  to  fihten  in  )ns  gise 

Of  Mortaile  bataUe  nowe  in  J^is  emprise 

Whare-foT  to  schapen  pat  |^ei  schal  not  deye 

He  wift  his  first  pnipos  modefye 

Ko  man  ^ar-fore  ypon  peine  on  his  lif 

No  manere  schotte  ne  polax  ne  schorte  knyfe  2544 

In  to  ]»e  listes  sonde  ne  peder  bnnge 

Ke  schort  swerde  for  to  stoke  wij>  pointe  biteinge . 

No  man  ne  dranhe  ne  here  it  be  his  side 

Noman  schal  vn  to  his  felawe  ride  2548 

Bot  00  COOTS  wij>  a  scharpe  ygroonde  spere 

ffoyne  if  him  list  on  fote  him  self  to  were 

And  [he]  ^at  is  att  Meschef  schal  be  take 

And  nouht  sleine  bot  be  bronht  vnto  pe  stake  2552 

That  schal  bene  ordeined  on  ey^er  side 

But  ^ider  he  schal  be  foice  and  paie  abide 

And  if  so  fal  ])e  Cheftaigne  be  take 

On  ejpeir  side  or  elles  sleine  his  make  2556 

No  longer  schal  J>e  tomynge  last 

God  sped  30W  go  foT])e  and  laie  on  fast 

WiJ>  longe  sweides  and  vrip  maces  fihten  ^ouie  fiH' 

Go  nowe  301110  weie  pia  is  pe  lordes  wift  2560 

The  voice  of  pe  peple  touched  heuen 

So  loude  cried  ]>ei  wi])  mery  steuene  • 

God  sane  suche  a  lorde  pat  is  so  goode  • 

He  wilne])  no  destruction  of  mannes  blode  2564  • 

Yp  gope  pe  trompes  and  pe  melodie 

And  to  pe  listes  ijdep  pe  compaignie 

Be  ordinance  ])oruhe  oute  pe  Cite  large       • 

Honged  wi^  clo)«  of  golde  and  nouht  vrip  sarge  2568 

fful  like  a  lorde  pia  noble  Due  gan  ride 

The  tuo  Thebanes  vpon  ejpei  side . 
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And  aftere  lode  fe  queene  and  Emoly  Omu  s2»  bMk] 

And  after  ]>at  an  o^r  compaignie  2572 

Of  one  and  o])er  after  here  degre 

And  ^os  pei  passen  ^urglL  oate  ^e  Gitee 

And  to  J>e  listes  come  fei  be  time 

It  was  nouht  of  pe  daie  ^it  fiilliche  pnme  2576 

IT  Whan  sette  was  Theseus  fiil  riche  and  hihe 

Ipolita  pe  queene  and  Emelje 

And  o])er  ladyes  in  degres  a-boute 

Yn-to  pe  setes  prese])  aft  fe  route .  2580 

And  westwa  ^ruhe  ^e  gates  vnder  Marte  *  [«  sm  p.  «^  ».  isj 

Arcite  and  eke  fe  hundre)  of  his  parte 

Wi])  baner  rede  is  entred  riht  anone 

And  in  |^at  selfe  moment  Falamon .  2584 

Is  vnder  venus  est-warde  in  fe  place 

Wi}^  banere  white  and  hardy  chere  and  face 

I;i  al  l^e  werlde  to  seken  vpe  and  doune 

So  euen  wi]K)ute  variaciotaie  2588 

)>er  ner  suche  companyes  tweye 

ffor  pere  was  none  so  wise  p&t  oou])e  seye 

psi  any  had  of  of  ere  auantage 

Of  wor])inesse  ne  of  state  of  age  f  2592 

So  euen  were  pei  Chosen  for  to  gesse 

And  in  to  Eynges  faire  ]»ei  hem  dresse 

%  Whan  l^at  here  names  were  rad  euerychone 

That  in  hir  nombre  gile  were  pere  none  2596 

Tho  was  pe  gates  schette  and  cried  was  lowde 

Do  nowe  ^owre  deuere  ^onge  knyhtes  piowde 

The  herawdes  left  he  priMnge  vpe  atid  downe 

ITowe  ringen  trompes  loude  and  clarioune 

The[r]  is  no  more  to  seine  west  or  est 

In  go}^  pe  speres  ful  sadly  in  a  rest 

In  go)«  pQ  schaipe  spere  in  to  ^  side 

Ther  seen  men  who  kan  lusten  and  who  can  ride        2604 

Ther  schyueren  schaftes  Yp  on  scheldes  ])ikke 

He  file])  )K)ruhe  pe  hert  spone  pe  prike 
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Yp  spnngeip  epetea .  twenty  fote  on  Mbt  TtmUB. 

Cute  gone  fe  swerdes  as  fe  siluer  briht  2608 

The  helme  fei  to-hewen  and  to-schrede 

Onte  breste^  fe  blode .  wi)  steren  stremes  lede 

WiJ>  myhty  Maces  )e  bones  fei  to-breste 

He  Jx)Talie  )e  (ikkest  on  pe  J^ronge  gan  ]»Teste  2612 

Ther  stumbles  stedes  stronge  and  downs  gone  al 

He  lolle^  ynder  fote  as  do]^  a  bal 

He  foyne)  on  his  fote  wi^  his  tronchon  OMf  sq 

And  he  him  hartejy  wi}»  his  hois  adoone  2616 

He  Jx)rahe  ^  body  is  hurts  and  sithen  take 

Maugre  his  hede  and  brouhte  vnto  fe  stake 

As  forward  was  riht  pere  he  must  abide 

An  o)«r  is  lad  on  ]»t  o])er  side  2620 

And  som  time  do])e  hem  Theseus  to  rests 

Hem  to  refresche  and  dringen  if  hem  lest 

T  fiiil  oft  a  day  haue  ^ese  Thebanes  two 

To-gedere  ymet  and  wrowht  his  felaw  woo  2624 

Ynhorsede  hvkpe  yche  ojieie  of  hem  tweie 

|>ere  nas  no  tigie  in  pe  vale  of  g'olgopheie 

Whan  ^at  hir  whelpe  is  stole  whanne  it  is  lite  |  vin. », 

8o  «ruel  on  ^  hunt  as  is  Arcite  2628 

ffor  I^Iouse  herte  ypon  )ns  Palamon 

Ne  in  Belmary  ne  is  so  fel  lyofi  ^ 

That  huntid  is  or  for  his  hunger  wode 

Ne  of  his  preie  desire]?  so  fe  blode  2632 

As  Palamon  is  to  sle  is  fo  Arcite 

The  lelous  strokes  on  hire  helmes  bite 

Oqte  rennejy  J>e  blode  on  bo])e  hir  sides  rede 

Some  time  an  ende  ^re  is  of  euery  dede  2636 

ffor  or  pe  sonne  ynto  fe  rest  wente 

The  stronge  kings  Emetrius  gan  hente 

This  palamon  as  he^fauht  wi^  Arcite 

And  made  his  swerde  depe  in  his  flesche  bite  2640 

And  be  ])e  for[ce]  of  twenty  is  he  take 

Vn-^olden  and  drawen  to  ye  stake 
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And  in  ]»e  rescous  of  ^is  Palamon 

The  stronge  Idnge  liguige  is  borne  a  doone  2644 

And  kenge  Emethos  for  al  his  strenkej) 

Is  borne  owte  of  his  sadel  a  sweides  lenge^ 

So  it  him  Palamon  ar  he  were  take 

Bote  al  for  nouht  brouht  he  was  to  J>e  stake  2648 

His  hardy  herde  myht  him  helpe  nouht 

He  moste  abide  whan  p&t  he  was  cauht 

Be  force  and  eke  be  composicione 

Who  sorew^  nowe  Bot  woful  palamone  2652  |  wo.  us. 

That  moote  no  more  gone  a^eine  to  fiht 

And  whan  ])at  Theseus  had  seen  fia  siht 

He  criede  ho  no  more  for  it  is  done 

Ke  none  schal  longer  to  his  felowe  gone .  2656 

.1.  will  be  trewe  lugge  and  not  partie  [imt  u,  ud] 

ArCite  Of  Thebes  Schal  haue  Emelye 

That  be  his  fortune  haipe  hire  faire  ywonne 

Anone  ^er  is  a  noise  of  peple  be-gunne  2660 

for  loy  of  piB  so  lowde  and  lihte  wij?  al 

It  semcd  fat  fe  listes  scholde  fed 

IT  Whan  kan  nowe  fiGure  venus  done  aboue 

What  aeipe  sche  nowe  what  do])e  ^is  queene  of  loue    2664 

Bot  wepe])  so  for  wantynge  of  hire  wille  ^ 

Til  ^t  hire  teres  in  ^e  listes  fille 

Sche  seide  .1.  am  aschamede  dowteles 

Satumus  seide  doubter  holde  pi  pes  2668 

Mars  ha))  his  wil  his  knyht  h&fe  al  his  bone 

And  be  my  hede  ^ou  schalte  bene  esed  sone 

%  The  trompoures  wi])  pe  loude  menstralcie 

The  heraudes  J>at  ful  loude  ^elle  and  crie  2672 

Ben  in  here  wele  for  ioye  of  dann  Arcite 

Bot  herkene}»  me  and  stinte  noy  a  lite 

Whiche  a  miracle  pere  be-fel  anone 

This  fers  Arcite  haj^e  of  his  helme .  y-done  2676    viil  vsl 

And  on  a  koursottr  for  to  schewe  his  face 

He  Prikke])e  endlonge  pe  large  place 
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Lokejmge  Tpward  ^pon  fia  Emely 

And  ache  ar^eine  him  kest  a  frendeliche  eye  2680 

ffor  wemmen  as  to  speken  in  comune 

The  f olowen  al  ^e  £eiuoaie  of  fortune 

And  was  al  his  chere  as  in  his  herte 

Owte  of  ye  groonde  a  fire  infemale  sterte 

ffirom  Pluto  sent  att  fe  request  of  satume 

ffor  whiche  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tome 

And  leped  on  side  and  foundrede  as  he  leppe 

And  ar  ^at  Arcite  mai  taken  kepe  2688 

He  Pibt  hiTp  on  )e  Pomel  of  his  hede 

That  in  J>e  place  he  leie  as  he  were  dede 

His  hreste  to-brusten  wip  his  sadel  bowe 

As  blake  he  laye  as  any  cole  or  crowe  2692 

So  was  J^e  blode  ronue  in  his  face 

Anone  he  was  borne  owte  of  pe  place 

Wi])e  hert  sore  to  Theseus  paleys 

Tho  was  he  coruen  oute  of  his  hemeys 

And  in  a  bede  ybrouht  ful  fabe  and  blyue 

ffor  he  was  3it  in  memorie  and  a  lyue 

And  alweie  ciyeinge  After  Emelye  iiMf  m] 

Due  Theseus  whi^  all:  his  companye  2700 

Is  comen  to  Athenes  his  Citee 

m 

Wi^  sJHe  blisse  and  grate  solempnite 

Al  be  it  ^t  }»is  a-yentur  was  fall: 

ELe  nolde  nouht  discomford  hem  all  2704 

Men  seinden  eke  p&i  Arcite  schal  not  deye 

He  schal  bene  heled  of  his  maladie 

And  of  anoj^ere  Qnng]  ^ei  were  as  feine 

That  of  hem  aUe  was  peie  none  sleine*  (*SMp.t5,n.io.i  2708 

Al  were  ^i  sore  hurte  and  namely  one 

^t  wipe  a  spere  was  ^relied  his  breste  bone 

To  opere  woundes .  and  to  broken  armes 

Some  hadden  salue  and  somme  hadden  charmesf  ct  seep.  £5,11.20.] 

ffermacies  of  herbes  and  eke  saue  2713 

Thei  dronke  for  )>ei  wolden  hir  lines  haue 
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ffor  whiche  ^is  noHe  due  as  he  wele  caime 

Comforte))e  and  honoiiie}»e  en^ry  man .  2716 

And  makej)  reuel  al  ^e  hole  nyht  |  iz.  a. 

Ynto  ^e  strannge  lordes  as  it  was  liht 

^e  )>er  was  holden  no  descomfytinge 

Bot  as  a  Instenes  or  a  tomeyinge  2720 

ffor  Sothely  ^ere  was  none  disconfiture 

ffor  fallinge  nys  bot  aTenture 

Ke  to  [be]  ladde  be  force  to  y^  stake 

Vn-jolden  and  wij)  twenty  knyhtes  take  2724 

A  p^rsone  al  a-lone  wi])K)wten  mo 

And  haried  for])  by  arme  fote  and  to 

And  eke  his  stede  dreuen  for})e  wi])  stane 

Wi)>  foote  men  bof  e  ^emen  and  knaves  2728 

It  was  aritted  him  no  yelanie 

Ther  male  no  man  clepe  it  cowardie 

ffor  whiche  a-none  Due  Theseus  lete  crie 

To  stinte  al  rancor  and  envie  2732 

The  gree  as  wele  of  ]>e  o  side  as  of  ])e  o^ere  ix.  6l 

And  ey])er  side  ylike  as  o|)ere  bro])ere 

And  ^af  hem  3eftes  after  here  degree 

And  fully  helde  he  feste  daies  ])ree  2736 

And  Conveiede  ]>e  kynges  wor])elye 

Oute  of  his  toune  a  loumey  largely 

And  home  went  euery  man  )i«  riht  weye  i  xn.  ss. 

There  was  no  more  bot  £ue  wele  and  haue  good  daie    2740 

Of  \\b  bataile  J.  wil  no  more  endite  [bBfS4,b«dc] 

Bot  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite 

IT  SwelleJ^e  ^e  breste  of  Arcite  and  ^  sore*  C«9«ep.t5»».ti.]    !  8mx.ii« 

Encrese])  att  his  hert  more  and  more  2744 

The  clotred  blode  for  any  leche^n^afte 

Coirupte])  and  is  in  his  bouke .  ylef  te 

]^t  ney)>er  yeinblode  ne  ventusinge 

Ke  dnnke  of  herbes  maie  be  his  helpingef    (t  sm  p.2^  h-sl] 

The  yertue  expulsif  or  anymal  2749 

firo  |)ilke  yertue  cleped  natural 
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2756 


[t8eep.t5kfi.SS.] 


2760 


2764 


2768 


"Ne  maie  ]»e  Yenime  voide  ne  erpelle 

The  pipes  of  his  longes  gan  to  swells  *  [•  see  p.  ss^ ».  ss.]  2752 

And  euery  laceit  in  his  bieste  adowne 

Is  schent  "wip  Yeniin  and  coirapcione 

TTiTn  gaynejy  ney^er  for  [to]  gete  his  life 

▼omet  Tpwaide  ne  donewarde  lazatif 

Aft  is  to-brostoA  ^ilke  Eegiofi 

Katore  ha^  no  domtnacioik .  f 

And'certernly .  ^er  natoie  wil  non^t  wiiche 

&re  wele  Phisike  go  here  ^e  man  to  chiiche 

This  aft  and  some  |^at  Aicita  most  deye 

ffor  whiche  he  sende^  after  Emelye 

And  Falamon  ^t  was  his  cosine  dere 

1[  Than  seide  he  J^os  as  ^e  sehal  after  here 

Nonht  may  fe  woful  speret  in  myne  herte 

Declare  a  pointe  of  al  my  sorwes  smarte 

To  30W  my  lady  |uit  .L  lone  moste 

Bot  .L  be-qne]>e  fe  s^mise  of  my  goste 

To  3owe  a-boue  enery  creature 

Sen  ]>at  my  life  may  no  longer  dnre 

Alas  fe  woo  alas  ye  peynes  strongs 

That  .L  for  ^owe  hane  sof&ed .  and  so  longe 

Alas  fe  dej)  alas  myne  Emelye 

Alas  departyinge  of  owre  compaignie 

Alas  myn  hertes  queene  Alas  my  lif 

Mine  hert-is  lady  endere  of  my  lif 

What  is  ]ds  werlde  what  axed  men  to  hane 

Nowe  wi^  his  lone  nowe  in  his  colde  graae 

Alon  wi^wten  any  compaignie 

ttsite  wele  my  swete  foo  myne  Emylye 

And  soft  take  me  in  joure  aimes  tweye} 

ffor  ]»e  lone  of  god  and  herken  what  .1.  seye 

.L  hane  here  my  Cosin  Falamon 

Had  sttif  and  rancoure  mony  a  day  agone 

ffor  lone  of  jowe  and  for  my  leloosye 

And  Inbiter  so  wisse  my  sowle  gye 
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To  speken  of  a  sdroant  pr(7pTirl je 

Wif  circumstance  al  trewlye 

That  is  to  seine  treuj?e  honour  knyhthede 

Wisdome  humblesse  estat  and  hihe  kinrede 

ffredom  and  al  pat  longe)>  to  |^at  arte 

So  lupiter  haue  of  mj  soule  parte 

As  in  ])is  werlde  riht  nowe  knowe  .1.  none 

So  wor])i  to  be  loued  as  Falamone 

That  seme))  30U  and  wele  done  al  his  lyne 

And  3ef  J^at  euer  ^e  schatt  be  a  wine 

ffor-^ete  not  Palamon  ^e  gentQman* 

And  wi])  ])at  worde  his  speche  faile  gan 

ffor  firome  his  fete  vn  to  his  breste  was  come 

The  colde  of  dej^e  pat  had  him  ouercome 

And  3ite  more  ouer  for  in  his  armes  tuo 

The  vital  strengej)  is  loste  and  al  a-go 

Onely  pe  intellecte  wi])the-owten  more 

That  dwelled  in  Ids  hert  sik  and  sore 

Gran  faylen  whan  ^e  hert  felte  pe  de])e 

Busked  his  yen  two  and  failed  bre])e 

But  on  lus  lady  ^it  kaste  he  his  eye 

His  kste  worde  was  mercy  Emelye 

His  sprete  chaungede  house  and  wente  ^ere 

As  .1.  cam  neuer  .1.  can  nouht  tel  where 

There-fore  .1.  stinte  .1.  am  no  diuinistre 

Of  soules  fynde  .1.  nouht  in  p\B  regiBtre 

Ke  me  ne  liste  J^ilke  opinions  to  tette 

Of  hem .  ])ouhe  ])at  J^ei  wreten  where  ])ei  dwelle 

Arcite  is  colde  lat  mars  his  soule  guye 

IT  Nowe  wil  .1.  speken  forfe  of  Emelye 

Shrighte.  Emelye  and  hovlep  Palamone 

And  Theseus  his  suster  he  toke  anone 

Swonynge  and  bare  hire  &o  pe  cors  awaie 

What  helpe^  it  to  tarien  forj^e  pe  daie 

To  telle  howe  sche  wepe  bo]>e  eue  and  morwe 

ffor  in  suche  caas  wemmen  han  suche  sorwe 
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Whan  J»t  her  liusboiides  bene  fro  hem  a-go 

That  for  fe  more  part  ^i  sorwen  so 

Or  elles  faUen  in  suche  a  maladie 

J>at  att  last  certeinly  pei  deye 

Infinite  bene  fe  so[r]we8  and  j?e  teres 

Of  olde  folke .  and  fblke  of  tendar  ^eres 

In  alt  pe  tonne  for  de^  of  fis  Thebanne 

ITor  him  pere  wepe]»  bo])e  childe  and  manne 

So  grete  wepeynge  was  ^re  none  certeine 

Whan  Ector  was  bronhte  and  finssche  y-sleine 

To  troye  Alas  fe  pite  ^at  was  pere 

Craccheinge  of  chokes  rendinge  eke  of  here 

Whi  woldeat  )>ou  be  dede  ^is  wemmen  crye 

And  haddest  golde  y-nonhe  and  faire  Emelye 

Ko  man  myht  glad  Theseus  *  r*  sm  p.  tB> ».  te.^ 

Saneynge  his  olde  fader  Egens 

That  knewe  J>is  werlde  transmutacione 

As  he  had  seine  it  yp  and  doone 

loy  after  woo  and  woo  after  gladnesse 

And  Bchewe))  hem  ensample  and  likkenesse 

£iht  as  pere  dide  neuer  man  quod  he 

That  he  ne  leuede  in  Erthe  in  sum  degre 

Biht  so  pere  leued  neuer  man  he  seide 

In  Al  pis  werlde  ])at  sum  time  he  ne  deide 

This  werlde  is  nouht  hot  a  ]>0Tuhe-faire  ful  of  woo 

And  we  bene  Pelgremes  passinge  to  and  fro 

Depe  is  an  ende  of  euery  worldly  sore 

And  ouer  al  ^is  3itte  seide  he  muche  more 

To  )is  effect  ful  wisly  to  enhorte 

The  peple  )Mtt  ^ei  scholde  him  recomforte 

IT  Due  Theseus  Yrip  al  his  besi  cure 

Cast  nowe  where  ^t  pe  sepulture 

Of  goode  Arcite  y  best  ymakede  be 

And  eke  moste  honurable  in  his  degre 

And  att  pe  laste  he  toke  conclusione 

That  J^ere  as  first  Arcite  and  Palamone 
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Had  for  loue  pe  bataile  hem  be-twene 

That  in  pa  selfe  groue  swete  aud  greue 

Thare  as  he  had  his  amorous  desires 

His  compleinte  and  for  loue  his  hote  fires 

He  wolde  make  a  fire  in  whiche  pe  office 

fiuneial  he  myht  hem  al  complice 

Ho  lete  anone  command  to  hakke  a7id  hewe 

The  okes  olde  and  leine  hem  on  a  rewe 

In  culpons  wele  arraide  for  to  heme 

His  officers  wip  swift  foote  fei  renne 

And  ride  a-none  att  his  commaundement 

And  aftere  fis  Tlieseus  haj)  J. -sent 

After  a  here  a  here  and  it  al  ouere  spradde 

"Wi)>  cloJ>e  of  golde  |^e  richest  Jat  he  hadde 

And  of  f  e  same  suyte  he  cladde  Arcite 

Vpon  his  hondes  his  gloues  white 

Eke  on  his  hede  a  coroune  of  Laurel  grene 

And  in  his  honde  a  swerde  brihte  and  kene 

He  laide  him  bare  /  fe  visage  on  J)e  here 

There-wiJ)e  he  weppe  |^at  pite  was  to  here 

And  for  Je  peple  schold  seen  him  att 

Whan  it  was  daie  he  broulite  hem  in  to  J)e  hatt 

That  rore)>  of  J)e  crie  and  pe  soune 

IT  Tho  come  fis  woful  Palamone 

Wif  flotery  berde  and  raggy  asshi  heres 

In  clojjes  blakke  dropped  al  wij)  teres 

And  passinge  opere  of  wepeinge  Emelye  * 

The  reuf uUeste  of  al  ))is  compaignie 

In  as  miilche  fat  fe  seruise  schold  be 

The  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degre 

Due  Theseus  lete  forfe  frei  stedes  bringe 

]5at  trappede  were  in  stele  al  gleteringe 

And  couerde  wij)  f  e  armes  of  Dan  Arcite 

Vpon  peae  stedes  grete  and  white 

There  sitten  folke  of  whiche  on  bai'  his  schelde 

Anof  ere  his  spere  vppon  his  hondes  helde 
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The  ^rede  "bare  kim  wij)  his  bowe  turkeys  |      -  Tesetde. 

Of  brente  golde  was  f e  caas  and  eke  pe  hemeys  2896    ^'  ^ 

And  riden  {orfe  a  pas  wip  sorweful  chere 

To-waide  pe  groue  as  33  schol  after  here 

The  noblest  of  fe  grekes  pat  pere  were  .  xi.  ss. 

Vpon  her  scholdres  Cariden  pe  here  2900  • 

Wif  slake  paas  and  yjen  rede  and  wete 

]X)ruheK)ute  pe  Cite  be  pe  maistre  strete 

]>at  sprad  was  al  wi]y  blake  and  wonder  hihe 

Kiht  of  pe  same  is  pe  strete  y-wrye  2904 

Vpon  pe  rihte  honde  went  olde  Egeus*        [•  see  p.  f&,'n.  m.i     •  xi.  40. 

And  on  ^t  oj^er  side  Due  Theseus 

"WiJ)  yesseles  in  hir  honde  of  gold  ful  fine  t  [t  see  p.  25, ». ».]     •  xi.  37. 

Al  ful  of  hony  melke  and  blode  andwjne .  2908  •  xi.  40. 

Eke  Palamon  wi]>  fiill:  grete  compaignye  Deaf  S6.  UoU]     • 

And  efber  pB,t  cam  woofufi:  Emelye 

'With  fire  in  honde  as  was  pat  time  ^e  gise 

ffor  to  done  pe  Office  of  funarale  s^ruise  2912  . 

Hihe  Laboure  and  faft  apparaillinge  •  xi.  is. 

Whas  att  J^e  s^niise  and  att  J^e  fire  makeinge  | 

That  whijw  his  grene  top  ^e  heuen  rauhte  |  xi.  26. 

And  twenty  fapome  on  brede  pe  armes  strauhte  2916 

This  to  seine  pe  bowes  were  so  brode 

Of  stre  first  ^r  was  leide  mony  a  lode  l  xi.  sr. 

Bot  howe  pe  fire  was  maked  vp  on  hihte  xi.  2225.. 

Ne  eke  pe  names  howe  pe  trees  hihte  2920 

As  oke.  fir.  beche.  aspe.  alder  holme  popelere 

Wylowe.  elme.  plane,  asshe.  Box.  chasteine  Binde  Laurere 

Mapnl.  ^ome.  berche.  hasul.  ewe.  whipiltre 

Howe  )>ei  were  felde  schal  nouht  be  tolde  for  me         2924 

Ne  howe  pe  goddes  ronnen  Tp  and  doune . 

Disherited  of  here  habitacioune 

In  whiche  ^e  wonden  in  rest  and  pes 

Kimphes  faunes  and  amadries  2928 

l^e  howe  pe  bestes  and  pe  birdes  alt  •  xi.  21. 

£9edden  for  ferde  whan  pe  [wood]  was  fall:  ' 
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Xe  howe  ])e  groande  agast  was  for  pe  liht 

That  was  nonht  wonte  to  se  ]>e  sonne  briht  2932 

Ne  howe  J)e  fire  was  cowched  first  wi^  stree 

And  pan  wi]?  drye  siikkes  cloaen  a  three 

And  ))an  wi]>  grene  wode .  and  spicerie 

And  fan  wif  clofe  of  golde  and  of  Perrye  293C 

And  garlondes  hongeinge  wif  fal  mony  a  floure 

The  mirre  Thensens  wif  also  swete  odours 

Ke  howe  Arcite  lay  amonge  al  pia 

Ke  what  riches  ahowte  his  body  is  2940 

Ke  howe  fat  Emelye  as  was  f e  gyse 

Putte  in  fe  fire  of  funeral  seniise 

Ke  howe  sche  swownede  whan  maade  was  f  e  fire 

Ke  what  sche  spak  ne  what  was  hir  desire  2944 

Ke  what  luels  men  in  fe  fiie  cast 

Whan  fat  f e  fire  was  grete  and  brende  fast 

"Ne  howe  som  kast  hir  schelde  and  som  hir  spere 

And  of  her  vestementes  which  fat  f ei  were 

And  coppes  ful  of  melke  wyne  and  blode 

In  to  f e  fire  fat  biente  as  it  were  wode 

Ke  howe  f  e  Grekes  wif  an  huge  route 

Thiies  riden  al  fa  fire  aboute 

Yppon  f e  lefte  hand .  wif  a  bowe  scheteinge 

And  fries  wif  here  speres  Clateringe 

And  f  rie  howe  f e  ladies  gan  crye 

Ne  howe  fat  ladde  was  homward  Expelye  2956 

Ne  howe  Arcite  is  bemte  to  asshe  colde 

Ne  howe  fat  liche  wake  was  yhoMe 

Al  f  ilke  nyht .  ne  howe  fe  grekes  pleie 

The  wake  playes  ne  kepe  .1.  nouht  to  seie  2960 

Who  werstelef  beste  nakede  wif  oile  anoynte 

Ne  who  fat  bar  him  best  in  no  disioynte-. 

.1.  wil  nouht  tellen  al  howe  fci  gone 

Home  til  Athenes  whan  fe  pleie  was  done  2964 

Bot  schortly  to  f  e  point  f  aa  wil  X  wende 

And  maken  of  myne  longe  tale  an  ende 
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H  Be  proces  and  be  lengthe  of  certein  ^eies 

Al  simte  is  pe  momeynge  and  J^e  teres 

Of  Gieges  be  one  general  assent 

Than  semede  ^are  was  A  parlement 

Att  Athenes  vppon  a  certeine  pointe  and  caas 

A-monge  )>e  wldche  poyntes  spoken  was 

To  bane  wi)>  certein  crontres  aUiao^itce 

And  bane  fully  of  Thebane  obeisaunee 

fTor  wbicbe  p\a  noble  Theseus  Ornone 

Lete  sende  after  gentil  Falamone 

Ynwiste  of  him  -whatt  was  ^e  cause.  a/zJ  whie 

Bot  in  bis  blake  clo]>es  sorwfully 

He  came  att  his  commandement  in  bye. 

Tbo  sente  Theseus  for  faire  Emelye 

Whan  )»el  were  sett  and  huyst  was  in  ye  place 

And  Theseus  abiden  ba))  a  space 

Or  any  worde  cam  fro  bis  wise  breste 

His  ey^en  sett  be  ])ere  as  was  bis  leste 

And  wi^  a  sadde  visage  be  siked  stille 

And  af[t]erward  ribt  ^us  bis  wiUe 

T  The  fiiste  mouere  of  pe  cause  aboue 

Whan  be  first  maade  pe  faire  cbeine  of  loui 

Grete  was  )»effect .  and  bibe  was  bis  entente 

Wele  wiste  be  wbi .  and  what  j^ere-of  be  mente 

ffor  wip  y&t  faire  cbeine  of  loue  be  bonde 

The  fire  pe  Aire .  pe  watere  and  pe  lond^ . 

In  certeine  boundes  ]7at  ^i  male  noubt  fla 

That  same  prince  and  ^at  meuer  quod,  be 

Ha^  stabled  in  pia  wrecbede  werlde  a-doun 

Certeine  daies  and  d[om/]nacioun 

To  al  psi  ben  engrendred  in  pis  place 

Oueie  pe  wbicbe  daie  ]»ei  maie  noubt  pace 

AS  mowe  ^i  ^ute  ]»o  daies  a-brugge 

There  nede]»  none  auctorite  to  lugge . 

ffor  it  is  proued  be  experience 

Bot  ])at  me  lust  declaren  my  sentence 
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86    GROUP  A.   §  2.   knight's  tale.  Lansdowne  KS. 

Than  male  men  wele  by  J) is  order  disceme 

That  ))ilke  mouere  stable  is  and  eteme  3004 

Wele  male  men  knowe  bot  it  be  foole 

That  euery  partie  darrained  fromme  his  hoole 

fibr  nature  ha)^e  nou3t  take  his  begynnynge 

Of  no  partie  nor  of  cantel  of  a  thinge  3008 

Bot  of  a  thinge  ])at  pa/£te  is  and  stable 

Descendeinge  so  to  it  be  corrumpable 

And  Jjere-for  for .  his  wise  purueance 

He  ha^  so  wele  be-sette  his  ordenance  3012 

That  specie  of  ^inges  and  progressions 

Schullen  endure  be  successions 

And  nouht  eteme  wij>-oute  any  lye 

])is  maystowe  vnderstonden  and  seen  att  eye  3016 

Lo  fe  oke  fat  haj^  so  longe  a  norissheynge  •  Tir  r. 

fi&o  ])e  time  ])at  it  first  biginnej)  to  springe 

And  ha])  so  longe  a  lif  as  3e  maye  see  • 

3ut  att  ))e  laste  wasted  is  ])e  tree  3020  | 

Considered  eke  howe  ))at  f  e  harde  stone 

Vnde[r]  owre  fote  on  whiche  we  trede  and  gone  • 

3it  waste]}  it  as  it  li])e  be  ]>e  weie  | 

The  brode  riuer  som  time  waxef  dreie  3024  • 

The  grete  townes  see  we  wane  and  wende 

Than  30  see  J^at  al  \\&  ))inge  ha])  ende 

Of  man  and  womman  see  we  wele  also  .  xu.  a. 

J?at  nedej  in  oone  of  Je  teremes  tuo  3028  . 

J^is  is  to  seine  in  jouf  e  or  elles  age  , 

He  mote  be  dede  ])e  kinge  as  schal  a  page 

Som  in  his  bede  some  in  f  e  depe  see .  «  xn.  10. 

Some  in  \^  large  felde  as  je  maie  see .  3032  • 

There  helpe])  nouht  al  go\Q  ))at  ilko  weie 

])an  may  .1.  seie  ))at  al  ))is  ))inge  mote  deie 

What  make))  \\&  bot  lubiter  ])e  kinge  n««f »] 

That  is  piince .  and  cause  of  al  ])inge  3036 

Conufirtynge  att  vn-to  his  propre  wille 

fiiro  whiche  it  is  darreyned  sofe  to  tylle 
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And  here  a-geynes  non  creature  on  lyue 

Of  no  degre  aveile^  for  to  striue 

Than  is  it  wisdome  as  ^enkes  me 

To  make  yertue  of  necessitee 

And  take  it  wele  ^at  we  maye  nouht  eschewe 

And  name  ^at  to  ts  al  is  dewe 

And  who  grucche^  oujt  he  do^e  folye 

And  rebel  is  to  him  ^at  al  maie  guye 

And  serteinly  a  man  ha))  most  honoure 

To  deyen  in  his  exceUence  and  floure 

Whan  he  is  seker  of  his  good  name 

Than  hajw  he  done  his  £rendes  ne  him  no  schame 

And  gladder  ouhte  his  frendes  bene  of  his  depe 

Whan  wijw  honoure  is  3olden  vp  fe  bre])e 

Than  whanne  his  name  apalled  is  for  age 

ffor  al  for^eten  is  his  yessellage 

Than  is  ye  best  as  for  a  wor^i  fame 

To  dey3en  whan  he  is  best  of  name 

The  contrarie  of  al  ^is  is  wilf  ulnes 

Whi  grucchen  we  whi  haue  we  heuynes 

That  good  Arcite  of  chiualrye  j^e  floure 

Departed  is  wi]»  dewte  and  wi])  honoure 

Owte  of  Jis  foule  Prisone  of  ^is  life 

Whi  grucche^  here  his  cosine  and  his  wife 

Of  his  welfare  y&i  louej)  him  so  wele 

Kanne^  he  hem  ]»onke  nay .  god  wote  neu£;r  a  dele 

That  bo]>en  his  soule  and  eke  him  offende 

And  ^it  P&.  mowe  her  lustes  nou^t  amende 

What .  may  .1.  conclude  of  ^is  lunge  serie 

Bot  after  woo  .1.  rede  ts  to  be  merie 

And  Jranke  lubiter  al  his  grace 

And  er  we  departen  frome  jjis  place 

.1.  rede  we  make  of  sorwes  two 

0  parfite  loye  lasteinge  euermo 

And  lokej^e  nowe  whe[r]  moste  sorwe  is  inne 

Ther  wil  .1.  firste  amenden  and  be-gynne . 
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88   GROUi^  A.   §  2.  knioht's  tale.  Lanadowne  MS. 

If  Suster  quod  he  ]>is  is  luy  fill  assente 

Wip  al  fau-ys  here  of  my  parlemente .  3076 

That  gentilt  Palamon  301116  owen  knyht  [iMf  »,  bMk] 

That  semej)  jowe  wij)  wilt  and  herte  and  myht 

And  euer  hsipe  do  se])  firste  je  him  kneiye 

That  ^  schall:  of  ^owere  grace  vpon  him  rewe  3080 

And  taken  him  for  husbonde  and  for  loide 

Lene  me  3owre  honde  for  pia  is  oure  accords 

Let  see  nowe  of  ^owre  wommanly  pyte 

He  is  a  kinges  broker  sonne  parde  3084 

And  pouhe  he  weere  a  poaer  bachellere 

Sen  he  ha])e  serued  jowe  so  mony  a  jere 

And  had  for  30we  so  grete  aduersite 

It  moste  be  considered  lenep  me  3088 

ffor  gentil  mercye  oute  to  passen  riht 

J)an  seide  he  pus  to  Palamon  pe  knyht 

.1.  trowe  pere  nede])e  litid  sermonynge 

To  make  30we  assente  to  ])is  Jringe  3092 

Come^  nere  and  takep  30wre  lady  be  ^e  honde 

£e-twexen  hem  anone  was  maade  pe  bonde.  xii.  oj. 

p&i  hiht  Matrimoigne  or  manage 

Be  al  ])e  counsel  and  ))e  Baronage  3096 

And  wiJ)  al  blis  and  melodye  xil  n. 

Heipe  Palamon  ywedded  Emelye 

An  god  ^at  ha])e  al  ^is  werlde  wrouht 

Sende  him  his  loue  ])at  ha))  it  dere  bouht  3100 

ffov  nowe  is  Palamon  in  al  his  wele  xil  sa 

Leucinge  in  blis  richesse  and  hele 

And  Emely  him  loue))  so  tenterly 

And  he  hir  8e[r]uith  so  gentilly  3104 

That  pere  no  worde  was  hem  be-twene 

Of  lolousy  or  any  oj)er  tene 

Thus  Ende])  Palamon  and  Emelye] 

And  god  saue  al  pis  faire  compaignye  3108 

Explicit  fabula  myliti^. 
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Of  the  Second  Series,  tlie  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Orifriimls  and  An.'il<<«rues  of  M»ino  of  Chauoor's  CjmftTbiiry  Talos,  Part  I.  1.  The 
ori;riniil  of  the  Jl'n/  of  Lmr'a  Tolv  of  Constiinoe,  from  tlio  Fn'nch  r'litn>iiiolo  cif 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Aruni'lcl  M8  oO,  ab.  1340  a.d..  collated  with  the  l;il«r  ^oj.y,  ab.  1400. 
in  the  National  Libran^'  at  Stockholm;  copied  and  etlited,  with  a  tran>lajion,  liy  Mr 
Kilmund  Brock.  2.  The  Tale  of  "Mercians  tbe  Kmixror,"  fr<»m  tlie  Karly-Kirirlifh 
ver>ion  of  the  Gesta  liomoiiontni  in  Harl.  MS  7ooo  :  and  3.  I'art  of  MattboNV  I'liris's 
]'it(i  Ojf'r  Primi,  both  stories  illnstratin;::  incidi-nt.-^  in  the  J/f/ft  uj'  L'lti' «  Talc.  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Jia  ri's  'J'if/e.     o.   Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  J'tinr's  TaU. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is, 

S.  Albertano  of  Hres<-ia's  Lihcr  ('nnsilii  ef  Co/rsolrtfiof/i's,  ad.  r24(>  (the  Latin 
isouree  of  the  French  uri^anal  of  Chaucer's  J/t/Z/yc),  edited  from  the  MSS,  by  Dr 
Thor  Suiidby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  tlio  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  E-^says  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  W-.iks  Part  IL  :  3.  John  of  Ilovcden's 
Prfirfirft  Chilludri,  edited  from  the  MS,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr  Iv  linK-k.'  4. 
Chaucer's  n^^e  of  the  final -i^,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Ks(i.  o.  Mrs  K.  Barrel f-l>ro\vn in j? 
on  Chaucer:  beinir  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  iUinh  i>f  fhe:  /'tz/'v,  1S4*J,  Nvhicli 
relate  to  him  ;  here  reprinted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  i'rowninir.  (i.  Profe>.M»r 
Bernhard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer' .s  (Sohtplvynft  in  I'itc. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  tbe  issue  for  1876  is, 

10.  Orisrinals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  IL  6.  Alphon- 
sus  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  rrioress's  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  cau;rht  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  xhQ  Snii'S'Friefit'H  Talc.  8.  Two  Italian  Stories,  and  a  l^itin 
one,  like  the  J'anlomrH  Tale.  9.  'Jhe  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
Sniuiainn;rfi  TaU\  beiuif  'Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  pair  Jakes  de  Bavjw.  10. 
Petrarcdi's  Latin  Tale  of  Griseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  whi(di  it  was  re-t«»M), 
the  ori<:inal  of  the  Clerk' »  Tale.  11.  Five  A'ersinns  of  a  Pear-tre<.>  Story  like  that  in 
the  Mervhaat's  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  ^ecuiiil  X tin's  Tale. 

11.  Early  En^^lish  Pronunciation,  with  especial  refen-nce  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis.  Es<|.,  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  liife-Ileeoi-ds  of  Chaucer,  Part  I,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  Vjy  Richard  Brere- 
lay  and  others  at  Westmin>ter,  and  at  Ilatcham,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1390, 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  EnroluH'iits  in  the  Public  Record  Ofliee, 
by  Wallord  1).  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Record  Otli<;e. 

13.  Tbynne'^  Ani'madversions  (b>99)  on  Spej^cht's  Chancers  irorleM^  re-editixl  from 
the  uni.ple  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall,  with  fresh  Lives  of  William  and  Francia 
Thynne,  and  the  only  known  fra<^ment  of  The  Viltjrims  Tale. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  tlie  issue  for  1876  is, 

14.  Life-Records  of  Chauc<r,  Part  II,  The  Household  Onlinsuices  of  King 
Edward  11,  June;  1323  (a>  <'ui;lisht  by  Francis  Tate  in  March  IGOl  A.ii.),  with  ox- 
tracts  from  tho.so  of  Kin/  I'idwanllV,  to  show  the  probable  duties  of  CH.\r(  eu  ha 
Valet  or  Yi'oman  of  the  Cliambc  r,  and  IvMpiire,  to  Edward  III,  of  wlmse  lloiisehtdd 
Book  no  MS  is  knt)wn  ;  to;;etlier  with  Chaiu^er's  Oath  as  Controller  of  the  Custoni.s  ; 
and  an  enlarjid  Autotype  of  lloccleve's  Portrait  of  Chaucer;  edited  by  F.  J. 
Fund  vail. 

lo.  Oriirinals  and  Analofrues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  III.  13.  The 
Story  of  CoUhtance,  f(jr  the  J/aa  of  La>r\-<  Tale.  IL  The  Boy  killd  by  a  Jew  for 
siniiin^'  '  Gaude  Maria,'  an  Analoirue  of  the  Priore.ss'n  Tale.  15.  The  Paris  Bepg^r- 
boy  murderd  by  a  Jew  ioT  sinp:in<i:  'Alma  redemptoris  mater  I '  an  Analoj^ue  of  the 
rriorcs.s's  Tale  ;  with  a  Poem  by  Lydiiate. 

10.  Essaijsfni  Chaaeerjtis  Words  ami  irorks.  Part  III.  7.  Chaucer's  Prioress,  her 
Nun  Chapjam  and  3  Priests,  illustrated  Iroin  the  I'aper  Survey  of  St  Mary's  Abhey, 
W'inclu'ster,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  S.  Alliteration  in  Chaucer,  by  Dr  Paul  LindnJr. 
9.  Chaucer  a  \Viclitlite;  a  critical  Examination  of  the  Tar^soax  Talc^  by  Herr  lluji^o 
Simon.  10.  The  sources  of  the  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue:  Chaucer  not  n  borrower 
from  John  (»f  Salisbury,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  \V'ot)llcombe. 

17.  Supplementaiy  Canterbury  Tales:  1.  The  Tale  of  i?fryw,  with  a  Prolojrue  of 
the  merry  Adventure  of  the  PardoTU'r  with  a  Tapster  at  Cjinterburj*,  re-edited  fnmi 
the  Duke  of  Nortiiumberland"s  uni(pie  MS,  by  Eredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I,  tho 
Text,  with  Wm.  Smith's  Map  of  Canterbury  iu  l.>i3S,  now  tir^t  enirravd  fnini  his 
uniciue  MS.,  and  Ojrilby's  Plan  of  the  Road  tn^m  Lonilon  to  Canterbury  in  1675. 

Messrs  Triibner  «fc  Co.,  of  ')7  \:  o9.  Ludirate  II ill,  London,  E.C.,  are  the  Socictv'a 
publishers,  Mosrs  Childs  of  Bun;^ay  its  printers,  and  the  Alliance  Bank,  Bartho- 
lomtnv  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  its  bankers.  Tb  ;  yearly  subscription  is  two  j^uincas 
due  <m  every  1st  Jiinuary,  bei-'innin^-  with  Jan.  1,  1808,  More  Metahers  are  ira/ffed. 
All  the  Soeiety's  Vablieationa  can  still  be  had.  Tho.se  ofthejirst  year  havejutft  been 
rcpriaied. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Ilarvanl  College,  Cand)rid're,  Massachusetts,  is  the  Society's  Honor- 
ary Secretary  for  America.  Mend)crtt'  names  and  subscriptions  may  be  scut  to  the 
Publishers,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

A.  G.  SNELOROVE,  Esq., 

Loudon  Uospilal^  LoHdoUy  £, 


Clje  Cijauctr  Sotittg. 


Editor  in  Chief  s^T,  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  Oeorge*a  Square,  Primrose  Hill.  N.  W. 
MoH,  See, ;— W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Road,  Finsbury  Park,  N. 

THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 

To  do  honour  to  Chaucer,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  students  of  him  see  ho'w  far  tfa« 
best  unprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  differd  from  the  printed  texts,  this  Society 
was  founded  in  1868.    Tiiere  were^  then,  and  are  still,  many  questioos  of  metre,  prx>- 
nunciation,  orthography,  and  etymology  ^'et  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  prints;  of 
Manuscripts  were  and  are  wanted ;  and  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  line 
of  ChaucQT  contains  points  that  need  reconsideration.     The  founder  (Mr  Furnivall) 
began  with  The  Canterbury  Tales,  and  has  given  of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in 
Royal  4to)  six  of  the  best  theretofore  unprinted  Manuscripts  known.     Inaamucli  a« 
the  parallel  arrangement  necessitated  the  alteration  of  the  places  of  certain  tales  in 
some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  haa  been  issued  separately,  following  the  ordf^r 
of  its  original.    The  first  six  MSS  printed  have  been :  the  Ellesmere  (by  lea^-B  of  the 
Earl  of  Ellesmcre) ;  the  Hengrwrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  Wynne,  Esq.)  ;  the  Camb. 
Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  the  Corpus,  Oxford ;  the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  I^ord 
Leconfield) ;  and  the  LansdoiKTie  851  (Brit.  Mus.).    The  Harleian  3*374  will  follow. 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems, — the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  bent 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — all  the  available  MSS  have  been  printed  so  as  to 
secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

The  Boece  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Troiltts  Parallel-Text  from  the  3  best  MSS, 
are  now  all  in  type. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Furnivall  has 
read  and  will  read  all  with  their  MSS. 

Autotypes  of  all  the  best  Chaucer  MSS.  either  have  been  or  will  be  publisht. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  contains  the 
different  texts  of  Chaucer's  works ;  and  the  Second,  such  originals  of  and  essays  on 
these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementary  Tales. 

FIRST  SERIES. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  parallel 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  witn  Tables,  showing  the 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varying  order  in  38  MSS  of  the  Talea,  and 
in  5  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Specimens  from  several  MSS  of  the 
"Moveable  Prologues"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — The  Shipman*s  Prologue, 
and  Franklin's  Prologue, — when  moved  from  their  right  plac^  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.     (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.) 

II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Ellesmcre   MS. 

III.  „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Hengwrt       „    154 

IV.  „  „  „         „  „      „      „    Cambridge    „    Gg.  4. 27 
V.    „          „          „         „  „      „      „    Corpus         „    Oxford 

VI.     „  „  „  „  „      „      „     Petworth      „ 

VII.    „  „  „         „  „      „      „     Lansdowne   „    851 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:   EUesmere  MS.-) 
IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Hengwrt     „ 


X.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Cambridge  „ 

XI.     „         „  „  ,,        ,,  „        Corpus        „ 

XII.     „  „  „  „        „  „        Petworth     „ 


with  an 

Appendix  of 

"Oawelyn" 

from  six  MSS. 


XIII.  „         „  „  „        „  „        LansdoNrac,, 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Talcs,  ^Wth  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurious 

Tale  of  GameljTi,  in  6  parallel  Text^.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV,  The  Man  of  Lxiw's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  own 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopaa,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  named,  and  10 
coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  original^  in  the  Ellesmcre  MS. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmcre  MS. 
Xyil.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „   CtmibridgeMS. 
XVIII.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „   Corpus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Sliipman's,  Prioress  s,  and  Man  o'f  Law's  Talcs,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
each  with  woodcuts  of  foxirteen  drawings  of  TcUcrs  of  Tales  in  the  Ellesmcre  MS.) 
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Indpit  prologos  Mdendenarq 

lAAiLan  ^t  ye  knjht  had  ))ii8.  his  tale  y-tolde 
'  ^    In  al  ^  company  nas  pere  jonge  ne  holde 

That  he  ne  seide  it  was  noble  stoiye 

And  wor^i  for  to  dxawen  in  memorie  3112 

And  nameliche  pe  gentils  en^chone 

Owie  oste  lonhe  and  swore  so  mot  .1.  gone 

This  go^  anht  vnboklede  is  fe  male 

Lat  see  nowe  who  schal  tel  eaio)^er  tale  3116 

ffor  trewlj  fe  game  is  wele  be-gunne  (iMf  89] 

Now  telle^  ^e  sire  monke  if  ^e  knnne 

Somewhat  to  white  wijr  pe  knjhtes  tale 

IT  The  Melleie  fai  for-dronken  was  al  pale  3120 

So  ^t  ynne^  ypon  his  hois  he  sat 

He  nolde  a-Tslen  neyjw  hode  ne  hat 

Ne  abide  noman  for  his  cnrtasie 

Bot  in  Pilates  Toice  he  gOQ  to  crie  3124 

And  swore  be  armes  and  be  blode  and  bones 

.1.  can  a  noble  tale  for  ])e  nones 

Wl^  whiche  .1.  wil  nowe  qyite  fe  knyhtes  tale 

Owre  oste  sanhe  pat  he  was  dronken  of  ale  3128 

And  seide  abide  Robin  leue  htopete 

Som  better  man  schal  tel  ns  firste  OrJioper 

Abide  and  late  vs  werken  ]nreftely 

Be  goddes  sowle  quod  he  pa,t  wil  nonht  .L  3132 

ffor  .1.  wil  speken  or  elles  go  my  weye 

Otire  Oste  ansewerd .  tefl:  on  pan  a  deuelweye 

Thowe  ert  a  fole  pi  witte  is  ouer  come 

Nowe  herken  quod  pe  Mellere  al  and  some  3136 

Bot  first  .1.  make  a  protestaciottn 

JUat  .L  am  dronken  .1.  knowe  it  be  my  sowne 

And  pete  if  .1.  speke  or  mys  saie 

"Wiyte  it  fe  ale  of  Soufewerk  I.  jowe  praie  3140 
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£Ebr  .1.  will:  tell:  a  legende  and  a  lif 

Bo^en  of  a  carpenter  and  his  wif 

Howe  ^at  a  clerke  h&fe  sette  pe  wrihtes  cappe 

The  reue  ansewerde  stinte  ))i  clappe  314i 

Latt  hue  ^i  lewed  dronken  harlotrie 

It  is  a  sinne  and  eke  grete  folje 

To  appeiren  any  man  or  him  defame 

And  eke  to  bringe  wines  in  suche  fame  3148 

)>ou  maist  ynouhe  of  o^ere  fingea  saine 

This  dronken  Meller  spak  fill  sone  a^eine 

And  seid  lene  broj^er  oswolde 

Who  ha^e  no  wif  he  is  no  cokewolde  3152 

But  .L  seie  noujt  ^re-fore  pai  }ou  art  oon 

Ther  bene  ful  gode  wives  Many  on 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,]  3156 

Whi  ert  ])on  angri  wij)  my  tale  nowe 
I.  haue  a  wife  perde  as  wele  as  ^owe 
3ete  nolde  .1.  note  for  ^e  oxen  in  my  plouhe 
Tak  ypon  me  more  ^an  .1.  nowhe  3160 

As  demen  of  my  self  ^at  .1.  were  oone  D^f  so,  \M6k} 

J.  witt  beleue  ))at  .1.  am  none 
An  hnsbonde  schal  nouht  be  inqnisitif 
Of  goddes  pnuetees  ne  of  his  wif  3164 

So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  ])ere 
Of  pe  remenant  nede^  nouht  to  enquere 
What  schold  .1.  more  seie  f  Bot  ))is  Mellere 
He  nolde  his  wordes  for  noman  forbere  3168 

Bot  [sayde]  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere 
Me  a))enke))  ])at  J.  schal  reherce  hem  here 
And  ])er-for  euery .  gentil  whight  .I«  preie 
Deme^  nouht  for  goddes  loue  p&t  .1.  seie  3172 

Of  yuel  enten  bot  ^at  .1.  mot  reherce 
Her  tales  al  be  j^ei  bettor  or  werse 
Or  eUes  falsen  somme  of  my  matiere 
And  ]>eTe-fore  who  so  list  nouht  to  hers  3176 
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Tome  ouere  fe  leue  and  chese  a-no^er  tale 

Sot  je  schal  finde .  j-nowe  grete  and  smalA 

Of  atonal  ])iiige  psi  toache]»  gentUlesse 

And  eke  moralite  and  holynesse  3180 

BLuneJy  noi^t  me  if  fsA  ^e  chesen  a-mjs 

The  meUer  is  a  cheiie  ^e  knowe  wele  ]ns 

So  was  ye  leue  eke  and  o|»er  mo 

And  hariotrye  ^i  tolden  bo^  tao  31 8i 

Anise^  ^owe  and  putte  me  owte  of  blame 

And  eke  men  scbal  nonjte  make  emeBt  of  game 

Explieit  prolog^ 

[No  gap  in  the  MS."] 
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Indpit  fitbnls 

r  Hilom  |iere  was  dwellyng  «tt  Ozenford 
[  A  riche  gnof  (lot  geatis  belde  to  bord  3188 

ijid  of  his  ciaft  he  was  a  Caipentier 
With  him  }en  was  dwellinge  &  poner  acoliar 
E[adde  leme  arte  hot  al  his  fantasie 
Was  tom«d  for  to  leren  astrologie  9192 

And  cou^  a  certeine  of  conclosions 

To  demen  be  iutonogacioneB 

If  ^at  men  axed  him  in  certeine  liotiiee 

Whan  men  schold  hane  droubt  or  elles  sobourea  3196 

Or  if  men  axed  bim  what  scbal  be-falle 

Of  euery  ^inge  .1.  may  noubt  reken  aHe 

This  clerke  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas 

Of  deme  lone  he  cou)>e  and  of  solas  3200 

And  ^dr»-to  be  was  sleight  and  wele  priae 

And  like  a  maids  meke  for  to  see 

A  cbambie  bad  be  in  ^at  hostellerie  intim 

Alone  wi^ute  any  compaignie  3201 

ffol  fetialy  diht  wifi  berbee  swote 

And  he  him  selfa  as  swet«  as  is  )ie  n>t« 

Of  lycoris  or  of  any  sottewale 

His  almagiste  and  bokee  giete  and  smale  3208 

His  Astrelabre  longeii^  to  bis  arte 

His  angrim  stones  leyen  fairs  a  parte 

On  Bcbelnes  chowohod  as  his  beddes  hede 

His  prisse .  ycoaerid  wi^  a  foldeyi^  lede  3213 

And  al  abone  ^ere  leie  a  gaie  sawtrie 

On  whiche  he  made  a  nyht  melons 

So  swet«ly  )iat  al  ])e  chambre  ronge 

And  Ai^luB  ad  viiginem  he  aonge  321S 

And  after  be  songe  )ie  kinges  not« 

ffol  oft  blissed  was  hie  mery  {irote 
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And  poa  ye  swete  clerke  his  time  spente 

Affeier  hia  frendes  findeynge  and  his  rente  3220 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  wif 

Whiche  ^at  he  loned  more  ]»an  his  lif 

Of  .xviy.  ^ere  sche  was  of  age 

lelouB  lie  was  and  helde  hire  narwe  in  cage  3224 

ffor  sche  was  wUde  and  ^onge  and  he  was  holde 

And  demed  him  self  bene  like  a  cokewolde 

He  knewe  non^t  Caton  for  his  witte  was  rude 

That  bad  men  wedde  his  similitude  3228 

Men  scholde  wedde  after  hire  astate 

ffor  ^on^  and  elde  is  often  att  debate 

Bot  aepen  ]>at  he  was  fallen  in  pe  snare 

He  moste  endure  as  ofere  folke  his  kare  3232 

ffjEure  was  )iis  ^onge  wif  and  perto  wi]»  al 

As  any  wesel^  hir  bodi  gente  and  smal 

A  seinte  sche  wered  barred  al  of  silke 

A  barmeclo^  as  white  as  any  morwes  mylke  3236 

Yppon  hire  lendes  fol  of  mony  a  gore 

White  was  hire  smoke  and  broude  al  be-fore 

And  eke  be-hinde  on  hire  colere  aboute 

Of  cole  blak  silke  wttAin  and  eke  wit^-oute .  3240 

The  tapes  of  hir  white  Tolupere 

Were  of  pe  same  sute  of  hire  colere 

Hire  f elet  broode  of  silke  and  sitt  ful '  hihe  u  i :  lateri 

And  sekurly  sche  had  a  lykuruse  eye  3244 

fiul  small:  y-pulled  was  has  browes  two . 

And  po  were  bente .  and  blake  as  any .  slo . 

Sche  was  ful  more  blisfull'  for  to  see  cImT  40,  buk] 

Thane  is  pe  newe  perionet  tree  3248 

And  softer  pan  woUe  is  of  a  we^r 

And  be  hir  gyrdel^  hinge  a  purs  of  le]»ere  if  grrdei:  uuer] 

Tassilde  wi^  selke  a[n]d  perlid  wi^  laton 

In  al  ^is  werlde  to  seken  Tpe  and  downe  3252 

))ere  is  noman  so  wise  pat  cou]>e  ])enche 

So  Gaye  a  popelote  or  swiche  a  wenche 
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ffiil  biihter  was  pe  schineinge  of  hir  hewe  ' 

Than  in  pe  touie  ]>e  noble  forgode  newe  3256  ^ 

Bott  of  hir  songe  it  was  so  lowde  and  jeme 

As  any  swalowe  Chiterynge  on  a  beme 

There-to  sche  coujje  skippe  and  make  a  game 

Aa  any  kide  or  calfe  foloweynge  his  dame  3260 

Hir  mou))e  was  swete  as  braket  or  pe  mej^e 

Or  horde  of  appeles  layde  in  haye  or  he^e 

Wynsinge  sche  was  as  a  loli  colte 

Longe  as  a  maste  and  ypriht  as  a  bolte  3264 

A  broche  sche  bare  on  hire  lone  colore 

As  brode  as  is  ]»e  boos  of  a  bokelere 

Hir  echoes  were  laced  on  hir  legges  hihe 

Sche  was  a  pr^merol  a  pigges  nye  3268 

ffor  any  loide  to  liggen  in  his  bedde 

Or  jit  for  any  good  joman  to  wedde 

f  ^owe  sire  and  eft  sire  so  be-fett  ^e  cas 

That  on  .a.  daie  ^Ib  hende  Nicholas  3272 

ffil  wi])  pia  jonge  wif  to  rage  and  to  pleie 

While  ^at  hire  husbond  was  att  Osenaye 

As  clerkes  ben  ful  sotel  and  fid  wheinte 

And  pnuelye  he  caubt  hire  be  pe  queynte  3276 

And  seide .  ywis  hot  if  .1.  haue  my .  witt . 

ffor  dome  lone  of  pe  lemman  .L  spilt 

And  held  hire  harde  be  fe  hannche  bones 

And  seide  lemman  loue  me  wele  att  ones  3280 

Or  .1.  wille  deyen  also  god  me  sane 

And  sche  spronge  as  a  colte  do])  in  pe  traue 

And  wi])  hire  hede  sche  wried  fast  a-waie 

Sche  seide  .1.  wil  nonht  kisse  pe  be  my.  faie  3284 

Wbi  labbe  quod  iche  lat  be  nycholas 

Or  .1  will:  crie  out  harrowe  and  alas 

Do  weie  joure  hondes  for  jowre  cnrtesie 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercie  for  to  crie .  3288 

And  spake  so  faire  and  proferd  him  so  fast  pMfAii 

That  sche  hire  loue  grauntide  him  att  last 
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And  swore  an  he-o^e  be  seinte  Thomas  of  Kent 

That  8che  wolde  be  att  is  commandement  3292 

Whan  ^at  sche  male  hir  leisere  wele  aspie 

Mine  hnsbonde  is  so  ful  of  lelonsye 

That  hot  .1.  weite  wele  and  be  pnue 

.1.  whote  liht  wele  .1.  name  but  dede  qtwd  sche  3296 

3e  motte  be  fill  deme  as  in  )>is  cas 

Nay  J^ere-of  care  fe  nooht  quod  Nicholas 

A  derke  hadde  li])erli  be-sette  his  while 

Bot  if  he  cou])e  a  carpenter  begile  3300 

And  pxLB  ^i  attoiden  and .  j-swozne 

To  wajte  a  tyme  as  .1.  haue  tolde  be-fome 

Whan  Nicholas  hadde  )ns  euery  dele 

And  ^akked  hiie  aboute  pe  lendes  wele  3304 

He  Idste  hire  swete  and  iakep  his  santiie 

And  plaie^  fSast  and  make^  melodie 

IT  Than  fel  it  fuB  ]»at  to  fe  Parissche  cherche 

Cxistes  owen  werke  for  to  weiche  3308 

This  good  wife  went  on  an  haly  daie 

Hire  forhed  schone  as  bziht  as  any  daie 

So  was  it  whassche  whan  sche  lete  hir  werke 

Nowe  was  J^ere  of  ^at  chirche  a  parische  clerke  3312 

The  whiche  ^t  was  ycleped  Absolon 

CmS  was  his  here  and  as  ^e  gold  it  schone 

And  strouted  as  a  ffan  large  and  brode 

fful  streighte  and  euen  lay  his  loly  schode  33 IG 

His  rod  was  rede  his  yen  grei  as  goos 

Wi^  ponies  wyndowe  coroen  on  his  schoos 

In  hoses  rede  he  went  fetisly 

T-cladde  he  was  ful  smal  and  propurly  3320 

Al  in  a  kertett  of  a  liht  wachett 

ffdl  faire  and  ful  ^ike  be  fe  pointes  sett 

And  pere  vpon  he  hadd  a  gaie  surplise 

As  white  as  is  ]>e  blossome  on  pe  lUse  3324 

A  mery  childe  he  was  as  god  me  saue 

And  wele  cou^  he  laten  blode  or  clippe  or  schaue 
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And  make  a  cliarter  of  londe  or  on  quitance 

In  twenti  manere  quod  Le  trip  and  daunce  3328 

After  fe  scole  of  Ozenforde  fo 

And  wij>  bis  legges  casten  to  and  fro 

And  pleyen  songes  in  a  small:  rebibe  EUtf «,  baA} 

Tber-to  be  songe  some  time  a  loude  quynyble  3332 

And  also  wele  con^  be  pleie  on  a  geteme 

In  afi  fe  tonne  nas  biewes  ne  taueme 

Tbat  be  ne  yiset  it  wi^  bis  solas 

Tbere  any  gaileid  tapsteie  was  3336 

£ot  so^  to  seine  be  was  snmdele  squaymous 

Of  fartinge  and  of  specbe  daungeioxus 

V  Tbis  abeolon  ^at  loly  was  and  gaie 

Gro))e  wi]>  a  censer  on  pe  baly  daie  3340 

Sensynge  ])e  wyues  of  fe  pariscbe  fEMste 

And  many  a  lonely  loke  on  bem  caste 

And  nameli  on  fia  Carpenteres  wif 

To  loken  on  bire  bim  ^oubte  a  mery  lyf  3344 

Scbe  was  so  propre  and  swete  and  licorons 

I  dar  wele  seie  if  scbe  bade  hue  a  mons 

And  be  a  cat  be  wolde  ber  binte  emone 

Tbis  Pahcbe  clerce .  ]»is  loly  Absolone  3348 

Ha^e  in  bis  berte  sncbe  a  lone  longeinge 

Tbat  of  no  wif  toke  be  none  of&inge 

For  curtesye  be  seide  be  wolde  none 

Tbe  mone  wban  it  was  nybt  ful  bribt  scbone  3352 

And  absolon  bis  geteme  h&fe  ytake 

fiEbr  paramonres  be  ])oubte  for  to  waka 

And  for  be  go|»  lolif  and  amorous 

Til  be  came  to  fe  Carpenters  bous  3356 

A  litel  after  cokkes  bad .  ycrowe 

And  drissed  bim  yp  be  a  scbot  windowe 

Tbat  was  yp  on  pe  carpenteres  watt 

He  singes  in  bis  Toice  gentill:  and  smalt  3360 

Nowe  dere  lady  if  pi  willes  be 

.1.  preie  )owe  ]>at  je  wil  rewe  on  me 
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fTol  -weie  accoidant  to  his  getemeynge 

This  Carpenter  awoke  and  herd  him  singe  3364 

And  spake  ynto  his  wif  and  seide  anone 

What  Alison  heres  )>oa  not  Ahsolone 

That  chatinte]y  )>as  ynder  oure  houres  wal 

And  sche  ansewerde  hir  hushonde  ftfr-wiyBl  3368 

3iB  god  wote  lohen  .1.  wote  it  eaerj .  dele 

Jris  passeji  for^  what  wil  30  bet  ^an  wele 

f&o  daie  to  daie  ^is  loli  Ahaolon 

80  wowelp  hire  ]yat  him  is  woo  be-goon  3372 

He  wake)>  aU  fe  nyght  and  al  fe  daie  D^f  «s] 

He  kembed  his  lokkes  brode  and  maade  hem  gaie 

He  wowe^  hire  be  menes  and  brocage 

And  swore  he  wolde  bene  hir  owen  page  3376 

He  singejy  brokldnge  as  a  nyhtingale 

He  sente  hir  Me)»e  and  Piment  and  spyced  ale 

And  wei&es  pipeinge  bote  ynder  ^  glede  3379 

And  for  sche  was  of  towns  he  proferd  mede    Ji^S?'*'  '®"*^ 

For  some  folke  wil  be  wonne  wit^  richesse 

And  sum  for  strokes  and  somme  for  gentilnesse 

Somtime  to  schewe  his  lyhtnesse  and  Maistre 

He  plaie^  Herande  YXK>n  a  scafolde  hihe  3384 

Bot  what  ayeile)>  him  as  in  ^is  caas 

Sche  lone^  soo  ]>is  hende  l^icholas 

That  absoloD  nude  blowe  fQ  bokkes  home 

He  ne  hafe  for  his  labonre  bot  a  scorene  3388 

And  yuB  sche  Make^  Absolon  hire  Ape 

And  al  his  emeste  tome)>  tifl*  a  lape 

For  so)>e  is  ]»is  pronerbe  it  is  no  lye 

Men  sein  right  puB  Alweie  ^  neighe  Sley^e  3392 

Make^  fe  fer  leue  to  be  loJ?e 

For  ^nhe  J«t  Absolon  be  woode  or  wrojw 

Be  cause  pat  he  fer  was  from  hii'  siht 

This  nyhe  Nicholas  stode  in  his  liht  3396 

IT  Nowo  here  jowe  wele  hende  Nicholas 

ffor  Absolon  may  waile  and  singe  Alas 
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And  so  'be-fett  it  on  a  setnrdaie 

This  Carpentier  was  gone  to  Oseneye  3400 

And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alison 

Accorded  bne  to  Jiis  condusione 

That  Nicholas  schapen  hem  a  wile 

)pese  sely  lelouse  husbonde  to  be-guyle  3404 

And  if  so  be  ]»e  game  went  ariht 

Sche  Bcholde  slepen  in  his  arme  al  nyht 

ffor  piB  was  his  desire  and  hire  also 

And  riht  anone  wi^ute  wordes  moo  3408 

This  Nicholas  no  langere  wolde  tarye 

Bot  do^e  soft  vn  to  his  chambie  Caiye 

"Bofe  mete  and  drinke  for  a  daie  or  tweye 

And  to  hii'  husbonde  bad  hire  for  to  seie  3412 

If  J^at  he  axede  after  Nicholas 

Sche  scholde  seie  sche  nyst  where  he  was 

Of  al  ^at  daie  sche  seihe  him  noujt  wUh  Eye       [leaf «,  bvk] 

8che  trowed  ]>at  he  was  in  sum  Maledye  3416 

ffor  for  no  crye  hire  maide  couj^e  him  calld 

He  wolde  ansewere  for  no})inge  )iat  myht  falla 

This  passe])  for]>e  al  ^ilke  Saturdaie 

P&t  Nicholas  stil  in  his  chambor  leye  3420 

And  ete  or  slepede  or  dide  what  him  liste 

Til  })e  sonday  ^at  ye  sonday  go)>  to  riste 

This  sely  Carpentier  hape  grete  Merveile 

Of  Nicholas  or  what  ^ge  miht  him  aUe  3424 

And  seide  .1.  am  adrede  be  seint  Thomas 

It  stonde^  noiiht  a-riht  wi^  Nicholas 

God  schelde  ])at  he  deyede  sodanly 

This  werlde  is  nowe  ful  tekel  sikurly  3428 

.1.  sihe  to  daie  a  corps  borne  to  cherche 

That  nowe  on  Monondaie  last  .1.  sawhe  him  werche 

Go  vp  quod  he  vn  to  [his]  knaue  anone 

Clepe  att  his  dore  or  knoke  vrip  a  stone  3432 

Looke  howe  it  is  and  tel  me  boldely . 

This  knaue  go})  him  yp  fill  studely 
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And  att  fe  chambie  doie  while  ^t  he  Btode 

He  criede  and  knokked  as  ^at  he  were  wode  3436 

What  howe  what  do  je  Maister  Mcholaj 

Howe  maie  je  slepen  al  pe  longe  dale 

£ot  al  for  nouht  he  herde  nouht  a  worde 

An  hole  he  fonde  fdl  longe  ypon  a  horde  3440 

There  as  pe  catte  was  wonte  inne  for  to  crepe 

And  att  Jmt  hole  he  loke  in  f  ul  depe 

And  att  )»e  last  he  had  of  him  a  siht 

This  ^Nicholas  satt  euer  gapinge  Tpriht  3444 

As  he  had  keked  on  fe  newe  mone 

And  donne  he  goJ)e  and  tolde  his  meister  sone 

In  what  araie  he  saiihe  ^is  ilke  man 

This  Carpenter  to  blissen  him  be-gan  3448 

And  seide  helpe  ys  seint  fi&itheswide 

A  man  whote  litel  what  him  schal  he-tide 

This  man  is  fait  Ynp  his  Arstromye 

In  some  wodenes  or  somme  Agonye  3452 

.L  thouht  ay  wele  howe  it  scholde  be 

Men  scholde  nouht  knowe  of  goddes  prtaete 

3e  blissed  be  alwey-  a  lewed  man . 

pat  nouht  hot  onely  his  beleue  can .  3456 

So  ferd  ano]»er  clerke  wi^  Astronomye  ru^  tf] 

He  walked  in  to  ^e  feldes  for  to  prye 

yppon  ^e  sterces  what  fere  soholde  befalld 

Til  he  was  in  a  marie  pitte  y-falla  3460 

He  sawhe  nouht  \»%  Bot  ^it  be  seint  Thomas 

Me  rew]>e  sore  of  nende  Nicholas 

He  schal  be  rated  of  his  stodiynge 

If  ^t  .1.  maie  be  lesus  heuen  kinge  3464 

Gete  me  a  staf  ]»at  .L  maie  ynder  spore 

While  )>at  ^ou  Eobin  heueste  vpe  ])e  dore 

He  schal  oute  of  his  stodiinge  as  .1.  gesse 

And  to  pe  Chambre  dore  he  gan  him  dresse  3468 

His  knaue  was  a  strongs  karle  for  fe  nones 

And  be  fe  hespe  he  heue  it  yp  att  ones 
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In  to  ]>e  flora  }e  doie  fel  a-none 

This  Nicholas  satt  ay  as  still:  as  any  stone  3472 

And  euer  gaped  vp  in  to  ^e  aire 

This  Carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeire 

And  hent  him  be  })e  scholdres  myhtely 

And  schoke  him  harde  and  cried  spitonsly  3476 

What  Nicholas  what  howe  loke  a  downe 

Awake  and  J^enke  on  cristes  passion 

.L  crouche  ^e  from  elues  and  from  whihtes 

There-wiJ^e  fe  nyhtes  spel  seide  he  anone  rihtes .  3480 

Of  foure  halues .  ^e  hons  aboute 

And  on  ^e  Jnresshewolde  on  pe  dore  wij^-oute 

Ihesu  criste  and  seint  bendight 

BUsse  ]>e  house  frome  enery  wikke  whight  3484 

flbr  ^e  nyghte  very  ^e  white  Pater  noster 

Whore  wentestowe  ^ou  seinte  petur .  soster 

And  att  pe  last  fiB  hende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sike  and  seide  Alas  3488 

Schall:  att  ^e  werlde  be  loste  ef  sones  nowe 

This  Carpenter  anseweid  what  seistow 

What  })inke  on  god  as  we  done  men  )>at  swynke 

This  Nicholas  ansewerd  ffeche  me  drynke  3492 

And  after  witt  J.  speke  in  pnuete 

Of  certeine  ]>inge  ^at  touche)^  ^e  and  me 

.L  witt  tel  it  it  none  o^r  man  serteine 

This  Carpentier  goj^e  doone  and  come^  c^eine  3496 

And  broTiht  of  myhty  ale  a  large  qoarte 

And  whan  poi,  iche  of  hem  had  dronken  here  parte 

This  Nicholas  his  dore  fast  schette  rietf  4s,  imu&j 

And  doune  ^e  Carpentier  be  hini  he  sette  3500 

And  seide  lohfi  myne  Ostee  lene  and  dere 

Thowe  schalt  vpon  ]>i  troujye  swere  me  here 

That  to  whight  ]>ou  schal  ]>i8  consel  wriee 

ffor  it  is  cristees  couTzsett  })at  .1.  seiee  3504 

And  if  )>ou  tett  it  man  ]>ou  art  for-lore 

ffor  ]>is  venieance  fon  schalt  haue  J^ere  fore 
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That  if  ]k>ii  wieye  me  )ioa  Bclialt  be  woode 

IT  Nay  ciist  for-beede  it  for  his  holy  blode  3508 

Quod  ^00  ^  sely  man  X  nam  no  labbe 

And  fovihe  JL  seie  .L  ne  am  not  leue  to  gabbe 

Sale  wbatt  ^on  wolte  .1.  schal  it  neuer  telld 

To  childe  ne  wife  be  him  ]>at  haded  helle  3512 

Kowe  lohn  quod  Nicholas  .L  wil  non^t  lye 

.1.  hane  .L-foimde  in  myne  astrologie 

As  J.  hane  loked  in  ^e  mone  bribte 

])at  nowe  a  mononday  next  a  quarter  nyhte  3516 

Schal  fal  a  rayne  and  ^at  so  wilde  and  wode 

)>at  halfe  so  grete  was  neii6r  noes  flode 

This  werlde  he  seide  in  lesse  pan  in  an  honre 

Schal  be  al  dreinte  so  hydous  is  ]>e  schonre  3520 

Thus  schal  mankinde  dienche  and  lese  hir  lyf 

This  catpentier  ansewerd  alas  my  wif 

And  schal  sche  drenche  alas  myn  Alisotme 

ffor  sorwe  of  ^is  he  fel  almoste  ardonne  3524 

And  seide  is  no  remedie  in  piB  caas 

Whi  )ia  for  god  quod  bende  Nicholas 

If  ]K>n  wolte  worcben  after  lore  and  rede 

Thon  maiste  noi^t  werchen  after  pme  owen  hede         3528 

ffor  ]ms  sei^  Salomon  )>at  was  fal  trewe 

Werke  al  be  counsel  an  ^u  schalt  nonht  rewe 

And  if  ]k)w  worcben  wilte  be  goode  counseile 

.1  vnder-take  wi^ute  mast  or  seile  3532 

)it  schal  .1.  sane  hire  and  fe  and  me 

Haste  ]k>w  nonbt  herde  how  sanede  was  Noe 

Wban  fat  owre  lorde  ha^e  warned  him  be-fome 

That  afl*  fe  werld  wi|>  water  scholde  be  for-lome  3536 

3iB  quod  fia  Carpentier  fal  jore  a^o 

Hast  ]K)n  nouht  herde  qt^  Nicholas  also 

The  sorwe  of  Noe  wi^  his  felanscbep 

Or  ^t  he  mybt  get  his  wif  to  schip  3540 

Him  had  lener  .1.  dar  wele  vnder-take  [\entu] 

Att  ^ilke  time  ]ian  aU*  Mb  wej^eres  blake 
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That  sclie  liad  a  schippe  al  his  selfe  alone 

And  fere-fore  wost  fow  whatt  is  best  to  done  3544 

This  axeth  haste  and  of  an  hastif  })inge 

Men  maie  nonht  pieche  ne  maake  tariynge 

Anone  go  gete  ys  fast  in  to  ]>i3  inne 

A  knedeynge  tiowhe  or  elles  a  kemeljne  3548 

ffor  iche  of  ys  bote  looke  })at  f  ei  bene  large 

In  which  men  mow  sw3nnme  as  in  a  barge 

And  hane  their  vitaile  sufiiceant 

Bot  for  a  day  fy  on  )^e  remenant  3552 

The  water  schal  aslake  and  gone  his  waie 

About  pnme  vpon  f  e  next  daye 

Bot  Eobyne  maie  nonht  witte  of  J^is  f  i  knaue 

I^e  eke  ^  maide  gili  .1.  maie  nonht  saue  3556 

Ax  nonht  whi  for  f  ouhe  ]>ou  axe  me 

.1.  wil  noujt  tellen  goddes  prmete 

Suffise])e  )>e  bot  if  ^i  wittes  ^fadde 

To  hane  as  grete  a  grace  as  noe  Hadde  3560 

Thi  wif  schal  .1.  wele  saue  oute  of  doute . 

Gro  nowe  J>i  weie  and  spede  fe  here  abowte 

Bot  whan  f  on  hast  for  hire  and  )>e  \and\  me 

Y-geten  ys  \\a  knedeinge  tnbbes  )ire  3564 

)>an  schalt  ]>ou  honge  hem  in  rofe  fol  hihe 

fat  no  man  of  owre  pureance  aspie 

And  whan  f  on  f  us  haste  done  as  .1.  hane  seide 

And  hast  oure  vitaile  faire  in  hem  y-leide  3568 

Ande  eke  an  ax  to  smyte  fe  corde  a  two 

Whan  fat  fe  water  comef  fat  we  maie  go 

An  breke  an  hole  on  hihe  vpon  fe  gable 

Ynto  fe  gardeine  ward  oner  f e  stable  3572 

That  we  mai  freH  passen  forf  e  owre  weye 

Whan  fat  f e  grete  schowre  is  gone  awaie 

Th[en  schjalt  f  ou  swymme  as  mery  .1.  vnder-take 

As  dofe  fe  white  duke  after  his  drake  3576 

Than  wil  .1.  dope  howe  .Alison,  howe  loliil 

Be  mery  for  fe  flode  wil  passe  a-none 
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And  yyvL  wilt  seine  haile  Maister  Nicholaj 

Qode  mome  .1.  see  ]^  wele  for  it  is  daye  3580 

And  ^an  scbal  we  be  loides  al  oure  lif . 

Of  al  ^  werlde  as  Noe  and  his  wif . 

£ot  ^t  of  o  ^inge  .L  wame  ^e  ful  nht  [iMf  H  back] 

Bene  wele  aTiaed  ypon  ]>at  ilke  nyht  3584 

^t  we  bene  entrede  in  to  scbippes  boide 

^t  none  of  ys  ne  speke  nouht  a  woide 

Ke  clepe  ne  aye  bot  bene  in  his  praiere 

ffor  it  is  goddes  owen  heste  deie  3588 

Thi  wif  omd  fou  moste  honge  fer  a  twynne 

ffor  ^t  betwox  30W  schal  be  no  sinne 

Ke  more  in  lokeinge  ^an  ])er  schatt  in  dede 

This  ordenance  is  seide  go  god  pe  spede  3592 

To  morwe  att  nyht  whan  men  bene  al  aslepe 

Into  owie  knedeinge  tubbes  wil  we  crepe 

And  Bitten  ]»ere  arbideinge  goddes  grace 

Go  nowe  pi  weie  .L  hane  no  longer  space  3596 

To  make  of  fia  no  longer  s^rmoneinge 

Men  seine  pna .  Sonde  ])e  wise  and  sei  no  )>inge 

Thow  ert  so  wise  it  nede)>  )>e  nonht  teche 

Gro  sane  owre  lif  and  ptA  .1.  ^e  beseohe .  3600 

IT  This  selj  Carpentier  gqf  for^  his  weie 

ffdl  of  of  he  seide .  alas  and  waleweie 

And  to  his  wif  he  tolde  Ms  pn'aete 

And  sche  was  warre  and  knewe  it  bet  ]»an  he  3604 

What  att  ^is  queynte  cast  was  for  to  seie 

Bot  Natheles  sche  ferd  as  sche  wold  deie 

And  seide  alas  go  for]?e  ^i  weie  anone 

Helpe  YS  to  scape  or  we  bene  dede  iche  oon  3608 

.L  am  f  i  trewe  verrei  wedded  wif 

60  dere  spouse  and  helpe  to  sane  oure  lif 

IT  Loo  whiche  a  grete  }>inge  is  affection 

Men  may  deie  of  ymaginacione  3612 

So  depe  maye  impressione  be  take 

This  seli  Carpentier  beginne)^  qwake 
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HiTTi  ^enkejie  veiraily  ]»at  lie  male  see 

Koe  flode  come  walkinge  as  ^e  see 

To  dienche  Alison  his  owen  deie 

He  wepe)^  he  weile^  he  inake]»  son  cheie 

He  sikkef  wif  fol  mony  a  sory  swoghe 

And  go})e  aiid  gete]>  him  a  knedeinge  troughe 

And  after  a  tubbe  and  a  kimlyne 

And  priuely  he  sent  hem  to  his  inne 

And  henge  in  \q  rofe  in  prtuete 

His  owene  honde :  he  made  eke  leddies  ]»Tee 

To  climme  by  \e  ronges  and  ]>e  stakes 

Vn-to  )ie  tobbes  hongeinge  in  ]ye  balkes 

And  hem  vitailled  bo|>e  tronhe  and  tubbe 

Wijie  brede  an£?  chese  and  good  ale  in  a  lubbe 

Suffisinge .  riht  ynonhe  as  for  a  daie 

Bot  ar  he  had  maade  al  )iis  aiaie 

He  sente  his  knane  and  eke  his  wenche  also 

Ypon  his  nede  to  londen  for  to  goo 

And  on  mononday  whamie  it  drouhe  to  nyhte 

He  schette  his  dore  wi]H)nten  candellyhte 

And  dressed  al  ^inge  as  it  schold  be 

And  schortely  clomben  ype  al  )ire 

Thei  setten  stilla  wele  a  forlonge  weie 

Nowe  pater  noster  Clum  seide  Nicholaie 

And  clum .  seide  lohfi .  and  Clum  seide  Alisofi 

This  Carpentier  seide  his  deuocion 

And  stilk  he  sitteji  and  biddejie  his  preier 

Awaiteinge  on  ^  reine  if  he  it  here 

The  de^e  slepe  for  wery  bisinesse 

ffel  on  ^is  Carpentier  riht  as  .1.  gesse 

Aboute  Corfew  time  or  litel  more 

ffor  traueile  of  his  goste  he  grone)>  sore 

And  eft  he  route^e  for  his  hede  misleie 

Doune  of  ]>e  ladder  stalke^  Kicholeie 

Ard  Alison  fnl  soft  a-doune  sche  spedde 

Wi]H)uten  wordes  mo  )>ei  gone  to  bedde 
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Ther  as  ^e  Carpentier  is  wonte  to  lye 

There  was  ye  reuel  and  fe  melodie  3653 

And  ^us  lij^e  Alison  and  Nicholas 

In  besines  or  merjie  and  of  solas 

Til  ]yat  fe  heft  of  lawdes  be-ganne  to  ringe 

And  fireres  in  fe  chauncell'  gonne  singe  3656 

%  This  Paiissche  clerke  ^is  amorous  absolon 

^t  is  for  loue  alwei  so  wo  begone 

vpon  pe  Monondaie  was  att  Osneye 

Wi^  company  him  to  desporte  and  pleye  3660 

And  axed  vpon  caas  a  cloistrere 

£[hl  priuely  after  lohfi  fe  Caipentiere 

And  he  dronghe  him  arparte  out  of  pe  cherche 

And  seide  .L  note  .1.  seihe  him  here  nooht  wircbe      3664 

Sep  Satnrdaie  .L  troue  ^a  he  be  wente 

ffor  timbre  fere  oure  Abbote  ha)>  him  sent 

6br  he  is  wonte  for  timebre  for  to  go  P«^tf.  t»ok] 

And  dwellen  att  pe  grange  a  daie  or  tao  3668 

Or  elles  he  is  at  his  hous  certeine 

Wher  J?at  he  be  .L  kann  noojt  sothely  seine 

This  Absolon  M  loly  was  and  liht 

And  ]K)nht .  Now  is  time  to  wake  al  nyht  3672 

For  seknrly  .L  sawhe  him  nonhte  steringe 

Abonten  his  dore  sen  dai  be-gan  to  springe 

So  mote  .1.  Thriue  .1.  schal  att  pe  Cokkes  crowe 

ffdl  pniiely  knokken  att  his  wyndowe  3676 

That  stant  fill  lowe  ypon  his  bowres  wait 

To  Alison  Nowe  will:  .1.  tellen  all: 

My  loue  longeinge  for  jit  .1.  schall'  nouht  m3r8 

That  att  ^e  leste  waye  .L  schal  hire  kis  3680 

IT  Som  manere  comforjie  schal  .1.  haue  parfaie 

My  mou^  ha)ie  yched  afl*  ^is  longe  daie 

That  [is]  a  signe  of  kissinge  att  ye  leste 

Alt  nyght  me  mete  eke  y&t  .L  was  att  a  feste  3684 

There-fore  I.  wil  go  slepe  an  houre  or  tueye 

And  att  the  nyht  )ian  witt  .1.  wake  and  pleye 
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Whan  ^at  ]>e  first  cokko  bath,  crowe  anone 

Vp  rise])  ^is  loly  louer  Ahsolon  3688 

And  him  arrraye^  gaje  and  pointe  deoise 

Bot  first  he  chewe)>  greine  and  licorise 

To  smellen  swote  or  he  had  kemped  his  here 

Vnder  his  tonge  a  trewe  loue  he  here  3692 

ffor  ])erby  wende  he  to  be  gracious 

He  ronie]>e  to  ^e  carpenteres  house 

And  still:  he  stant  ynder  pe  schotte  wyndowe 

Ynto  hia  breste  it  ranht .  it  was  so  lowe  3696 

An  soft  he  couched  wi^  a  seme  sowne 

Watt  do  )e  bony  combe  swete  Alisone 

Mi  faire  birde  mi  swete  Sinamome 

And  wakeji  lemnian  myne  and  speke])  wij^e  me  3700 

Wei  litel  ^inken  30  vpon  my  woo 

That  for  joure  loue  .1.  swete  ar  .1.  go 

No  wonder  is  Jiouhe  ^at  .1.  swelt  and  swete 

.1  mome  as  do]>e  lome  after  ^e  tete  3704 

.I.-wis  lemman  .L  haue  suche  loue  longeinge 

That  ilke  a  turtnl  trewe .  ia  my  Momeinge 

.1.  maye  note  eten  no  more  ^an  a  nudde 

Go  fro  ^e  window  lak  fole  sche  seide  3708 

IT  As  helpe  me  god  .1.  will  nouht  be  compaine  \)mt4g} 

.1.  loue  arno^r  ande  elles  .1.  war  to  blame 

Wele  bette  ]»an  J^e  be  ihera  Absolone 

Go  for  ^i  waie  or  .1.  wil  cast  a  stone  3712 

And  lat  me  slepe  a  twenti  deuel  weie 

Alas  quod  Absolon  and  walawaie 

That  trewe  loue  was  euer  so  yuel  be-sette 

Than  kisse  me  sen  it  nude  be  no  bette  3716 

ffor  ihesn}  loue .  and  for  pe  loue  of  me  u  us  thoe] 

Wilt  )k>u  ]»an  go  fi  weie  ^re-wi^  quod  sche 

3e  certes  lemman  quod  fis  Absolon 

Than  make  ]»e  redy  quod  sche  .1.  come  anone  3720 

[ 

«     .     .     no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

This  Absolon  downe  sett  him  on  his  knes 
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And  seide  .L  am  a  loide  att  all  degree  3724 

And  after  )iis  .L  liope  ]>ere  come)^  more 

Lemman  fi  grace  and  swete  birde  ]>ine  ore 

The  wyndow  scho  yndo^  and  pat  in  haste 

Haue  do  quod  sche  come  of  and  spede  ^e  faste  3728 

Leste  ])at  owre  neybores  ]>e  Asspie 

This  Absolone  gan  wipe  his  mou]7e  ful  drie 

Derke  was  ye  nyhte  as  pyche  or  as  ^  cole 

And  att  ]>e  wyndowe  owte  sche  put  hire  hole  3732 

And  Al)solo[n]  him  fel  no  bette  ne  wers 

Bott  wi)^  his  mon^e  he  kissed  hir  naked  ers 

ffiil  sauorly  or  he  was  warre  of  ]>is 

A-bakke  he  sterte  and  pouht  it  was  a-mys  3736 

ffor  wele  he  wiste  a  womman  ha]>e  no  berde 

He  felte  a  ^inge  al  ronghe  and  longe  yherede 

And  seide  fie  Alas  what  haue  .1.  doo 

Tehe  quod  sche  and  clapped  ]>e  window  to  3740 

And  Absolon  go]>e  for])e  a  sory  paas 

A  berde  a  berde  seide  hende  Nicholas 

Be  goddes  corps  })is  go)ye  faire  and  wele 

This  sely  Abeolon  herde  it  euery  dele  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  angur  bite 

And  to  him  selfe  he  seide  .1.  seal  pe  qwite 

Who  nibbeth  nowe  who  frote]>  nowe  his  lippes 

WiJ>  duste  wif  sonde.  wij>  strawe  wif  clofe  wife  chippes 

Bot  Absolon  fat  seife  fdl  ofte  Alas 

My  sonle  be-take  .1.  to  sathenas 

Bot  me  were  lenere  fan  al  f is  toune  quod  he 

Of  f is  dispite  awroken  for  to  be .  3752 

Aks  qtM>d  he  alas  .1.  ne  hadde  yblente  [Utf  m»  bMk] 

His  bote  loue  is  colde  and  al  yqnente 

ffor  fro  fat  time  fat  he  had  kissed  here  era 

Of  paramoura  he  sett  nonht  a  cres  3756 

ffor  he  was  helede  of  his  maladye 

ffiift  oft  paramours  he  gan  defie 

And  weppe  as  dof e  a  childe  fat  is  ybete 

A  soft  pas  he  went  ouere  fe  strete  3760 
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Vnto  a  smy})e  Men  clepen  Daun  geruays 

]>at  in  his  forge  smy^eie^ .  plouhe  hemays 

He  scliarpej)  schaie  and  culter  bisilie 

This  Absolon  knokke])  al  eselye  3764 

And  seide  vn  to  geruais  and  yoi  anone 

What  who  art  pon .  It  am  .1.  Absolone 

What  Absolone .  What  ciistes  swete  tree 

Whi  rise  je  so  raf  e .  ey  benedicite  3768 

Whate  eyle})  30we  some  gaie  gerle  god  it  wote 

Ha])e  brouht  ^we  ^us  on  ^e  veritote 

Be  seint  note  je  wote  wele  whatt  .L  mene 

This  Absolon  ne  ronht  nonht  a  bene  3772 

Of  al  his  pleie  no  worde  ^eine  he  ^affe 

He  had  more  towe  on  his  distaffe 

Than  geruays  knewe  and  seide  frende  so  dere 

The  hote  Culter  in  pQ  chymene  here  3776 

As  lene  it  me  .1.  haue  p&r-ynppe  to  done 

.1  wil  bringe  it  ^ein  ful  sone 

Gerueys  ansewerde  Certes  were  it  golde 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  al  vntolde  3780 

Thowe  scholdest  haue  as  .1.  am  trewe  smy^^ 

Ey  Cristes  foo  what  will  ^e  do  J>er-wiJ>J)e 

There-of  quod  Absolon  be  as  be  ma3re 

L  schal  wele  telne  it  ]>e  to  morwe  daie  3784 

And  cauhte  pe  Culter  be  ]>e  colde  stele 

ffnl  soft  owte  att  pe  dore  he  gan  stele 

And  wente  vnto  ^e  Carpentiers  wal 

He  koughed  first  and  knokked  pet  wip  al  3788 

vpon  pe  wyndowe  riht  as  he  dide  ere 

This  Alison  ansewarde  who  his  ^ere 

]yat  knokke^  so  .L  warant .  it  a  ]>efe 

Whi  naye  quod  he  god  wote  my  swete  lefe  3792 

.L  am  ]>in  Absolon  ^in  derleinge 

Of  golde  quod  he  J.  haue  ^e  browht  a  ringe 

Mi  modere  ^afe  it  me  so  god  me  saue  [iMfiT] 

All  fyne  it  is  and  paito  wel  y-graue  3796 

LANSnOWNK   108 


GROUP  A.  §  4.  Millar's  tale.  Lantdowne  MS.   109 

^is  wil  .1  ^euen  pe .  if  ]k)U  me  kisse 

jyis  Nicholas  was  resen  for  to  pisse 

And  ]K)iihte  he  wolde  amenden  al  fe  lape 

He  scholde  kisse  his  eis  er  ^at  he  scape  3800 

And  ype  ^e  windowe  dede  he  hastily. 

And  oute  his  eis  he  put  prtuelye 

Oner  ye  huttok  to  fe  haunche  hone 

And  ]>er-wi^  spak  ^is  derke  f\8  ahsolone  3804 

8peke  swete  hirde  .L  note  where  fu  ert 

This  Kichohis  anone  lete  flie  a  fart 

As  giete  as  it  had  he  a  ]»onder  dinte 

That  wiji  ^t  stroke  he  was  aknost  yhlint  3808 

And  he  was  rede  wi]>  his  yren  hote 

And  Nicholas  in  fe  ers  he  smote 

Of  go]>e  ^e  scynne  an  handehrode  ahoute 

The  hote  cnlter  so  hrent  his  toute  3812 

IT  And  for  fe  smerte  he  wende  for  to  deie 

As  he  were  woode  for  woo  he  ganne  to  creie 

Helpe  water  water  helpe  for  goddes  herte 

This  Carpentier  owte  of  his  slomere  sterte  3816 

And  heide  one  Crie  water  as  he  was  wode 

And  jyonht  alas  Nowe  comme]y  Noes  flode 

And  sett  him  yp  with  wordes  moo 

And  wi^e  an  ax  he  spote  ^e  corde  a  twoo  3820 

And  doune  go])e  al  He  fonde  NeiJ^er  to  sella 

No  hrede  Nor  ale  til  he  cam  to  ^e  selle 

Ypon  fe  flore  and  yer  aswowen  he  laye 

Yp  sterte  Hire  Alison  and  Nicholaye  3824 

And  ciiede  onte  and  harrowe  in  ]>e  strete 

The  neyhehores  ho}^e  smal  and  grete . 

In  ronnen  for  to  ganren  ypon  ]>is  man 

That  on  swonne  hde  l>o]>e  pale  and  wan  3828 

For  wiy  yai  fal  he  hroken  ha^  his  arme 

Bot  stonde  he  moste  yn-to  his  owen  harme 

For  when  he  spake  he  was  arnone  home  doune 

Wi])e  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoune  3832 
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Thei  tolden  euerj  man  ]»at  he  was  wode 

He  was  argast  so  of  ]>e  Nowels  flode 

Thuighe  fantasie  ^at  of  his  vanite 

He  had  him  bouhte  knedeyng  ti;ibbes  pre  3836 

And  had  hem  hongede  in  fe  roofe  aboue  peaf  47,baak] 

And  ]>at  he  preide  him  for  goddes  lone 

To  sitten  in  ]>e  roof  par  compaignye 

The  folke  gan  lawhen  att  his  fantasie  3840 

An  to  J?e  loofe  ^i  keken  and  fei  gape 

And  tomed  al  his  hanne  ynto  a  lape « 

ffor  what  so  ^Lb  Carpentier  anseweide 

It  was  for  nonht  no  man  his  lesone  herde  3844 

Wife  of es  grete  he  was  so  swome  y-doune 

That  he  was  holden  woode  in  all:  fe  toune 

ffor  euerj  clerke  anone  liht  ichone  helde  wif  of  ere 

Thei  seide  fe  man  is  wode  my  leue  brofere  3848 

And  euery  white  gan  lanhen  att  his  stiif 

Thus  swyued  was  fe  Caipentiers  wif 

ffor  al  his  kepeinge  and  his  lelouseie 

And  Absolon  hafe  keste  hire  Mr  nefer  eye  3852 

And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  his  toute 

This  tale  is  done  and  god  saue  al  fe  route  • 

Eiplicit  fftbnla  Molendenani 

[No  gap  in  the  M8!\ 
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Indpit  prolognt. 

TlTHaii  folke  lian  lawhen  att  ])is  nyce  caas 
"    Of  Abeolon  and  hende  Nicholas  3856 

Diuers  folke  diuersely  ]>ei  seide 
Bot  for  fe  more  parte  )»ei  lowhe  and  pleide 
Ke  att  ^is  tale  L  sauhe  no  man  him  greue 
Bot  it  were  onelj  Oswolde  ^e  Eeue  3860 

Be  cause  he  was  of  Carpenteres  craft 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  hert  laft 
He  gan  to  gruche  and  hiame  it  a  lite 
So  ^eyke  quod  he  fal  wele  cou^  .1.  )ow  qnyte  3864 

Wip  hlerjnge  of  a  proude  mellers  eye 
If  )iat  me  liste  to  speke  of  rihandie 
Bot  ik  am  olde  me  list  nonht  pleie  for  age 
Gras  time  is  done  my  foder  is  forage  3868 

This  white  toppe  writes  myne  olde  ^eres 
Myne  herte  is  also  moulde.  as  myne  heres 
Bot  if  .L  fore  as  dope  an  openers 

pBi  ilke  fniyte  is  euer  longe  pe  worse  3872 

Til  it  he  roten  in  molloke  and  in  stree 
We  olde  men  .1.  drede  so  fare  we 
Til  we  he  roten  can  we  nonht  he  ripe 
We  hopen  al-weie  while  Je  world  wil  pipe  3876 

For  in  owre  wille  ]>ere  stike])  euer  a  naile  [latf  48j 

To  hane  an  hore  here  and  a  grene  taile 
As  ha])e  a  leke  for  povihe  oure  myht  he  gone 
Owre  wille  desire])  foly  euery  in  one  3880 

ffor  whan  we  maie  nonhte  done  pan  wil  we  speke 
)it  in  owre  hasschen  olde  is  fire  y-reke 
fibnre  gledes  han  we  whiche  J.  schal  denise 
Aaanntynge.  lyeinge.  Anger,  and  Conetise  3884 

This  foore  sperlkes  longe])  vnto  elde 
Owre  olde  limmes  Mowe  wele  hene  vnwelde 
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Bot  wil^  ne  schal  noulit  failen  fat  is  aofe       JjiJSJd ourtonS 

And  jit  haue  J.  alwei  a  coltes  tofe  ^^  ^  '^•^ 

As  monj  a  jere  as  it  is  passed  heime 

Sen  j)at  mj  tap  of  lif  beganne  to  renne 

ffor  sekerlj  whan  .L  was  borne  a-none 

De^Q  drowhe  ]>e  tape  of  Irf  and  lete  it  gone  5892 

And  Guerj  eiffe  h&fpe  so  ]>e  tap  .I.-ronne 

Titt  ]>at  al-moste  al  empti  is  the  tonne 

The  streme  of  lif  nowe  droppe])  on  fe  chimbe 

The  seli  tonge  male  wele  ringe  and  climbe  3896 

Of  wrechedenesse  p&t  passed  is  ful  jore 

Wi])  olde  folke  saue  dotage  is  no  more 

^  Whan  ]>at  ouie  oste  had  herd  pia  sermonynge 

He  gan  to  speke  as  lordlj  as  a  kinge  3900 

He  seide  what  a-mounte])  al  f  is  witte 

What  schal  we  speke  al  day  of  holy  writte 

The  deuel  maade  a  reue  for  to  preche 

Or  of  souter  schipman  or  a  leche  3904 

Say  ioTpe  fi  tale  and  tary  nonht  pe  time 

liOo  depford  and  it  is  halfe  weie  prime 

Loo  grenewiche  fat  mony  a  schrewe  is  inne. 

It  were  al  time  pi  tale  for  to  gynne  3908 

^  Nowe  sires  qwod  Oswalde  fe  reue 

•I  preie  jowe  al  pai  je  nouht  jowe  grene 

Thowhe  .L  ansewere  and  sumdel  sett  his  howue 

For  leuefnl  it  is  wi]>  force  force  to  schowue  3912 

This  dronken  melle  ha]>e  .L-tolde  ns  here 

Howe  ]}at  be-giled  was  a  carpentier 

Paraaentnr  in  scoren  for  .1.  am  one 

And  be  jonre  loue  .1.  schal  him  quyte  anone .  3916 

Eiht  in  his  cherles  termes  wil  .1.  speke 

I  preie  to  god  his  neke  mot  he  breke 

He  can  wele  in  myne  eye  seen  a  stalke 

Bot  in  his  owen  he  can  nouht  sene  a  balke  3920 
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jye  revese  tale  /  begyime^  her^     p«af«,iMMki 

At  Trampyngton  nonlit  fei^  firo  Cambragge 
There  go))e  a  broke .  and  ouerQ  pai  a  brugge 
Yppon  ye  whiche  broke  fere  slant  a  Melle 
And  pis  is  veney  so])  y&t  .1.  telle  3924 

A  meller  was  Jyere  duellinge  mony  a  dale 
Aa  any  pekok  he  was  pronde  and  gaie 
Pipe  he  cou]>e  and  fisshen  and  nettes  bete 
And  tome  coppes  and  wele  wrastel  and  schete .  3928 

Ay  be  his  belte  he  bare  a  longe  Panade 
And  of  a  swerde  fill  trenchant  was  pe  blade 
A  loly  popper  bare  he  in  his  puche 
Ther  was  no  man  for  p^rile  dorst  him  louche  3932 

A  scheffeld  pvniel  bare  he  in  his  hose 
Boonde  was  his  face  and  kamuse  was  his  nose 
As  pilled  as  an  hape  was  his  Senile 
He  was  a  Market  beler  all  pe  fulle  3936 

Ther  was  no  whihle  j)at  dorst  honde  ofi  him  ligge 
Bot  if  he  swore  he  schole  anone  abegge 
A  ^efe  he  was  for  Bope  of  come  and  mele 
And  j)at  a  sleigh .  and  vsand  for  to  stele  3940 

His  name  was  hoten  deynous  symkyne 
A  wife  he  had  commen  of  Noble  kinne 
The  parsoii  of  pe  tonne  hir  fadere  was 
Wijye  hire  he  3afe  mony  a  panne  of  bras  3944 

For  pai  Simjdn  schold  in  his  blode  allye 
Sche  was  yfoslrede  in  a  Nonnerye 
ffor  Simkin  wold  no  wif  as  he  seide 
Bot  sche  were  wele  ynorissched  and  a  maide  3948 

To  sane  his  astale  of  jomanrye 
And  sche  was  proude  and  pert  as  a  pye 
A  fdl  faiie  siht  was  it  yppon  hem  too 
On  Halidaies  be-fome  hire  wolde  he  go  8952 
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With  his  tepet  wonden  aboute  his  hede 

And  sclie  cam  after  in  a  gide  of  rede 

And  fiimkyn  hadd  hosen  of  ])e  same 

Thare.dorste  no  whiht  clepen  hire  bot  dame  3956 

Was  none  so  hardy  Jyat  wente  be  pe  weie 

That  dorste  with  hire  ones  rage  or  pleie 

£ot  if  he  wolde  be  sleine  of  Simkynne 

Wij)  panade  or  wif  knyf  or  wi])  Boydekynne  3960 

ffor  leloTis  folke  bene  parlous  euer  mo 

Al-gates  pei  wolde  here  wives  wenden  so 

And  eke  for  sche  was  somdele  smoterliche  [iMf  mj 

Sche  was  as  deyne  as  water  in  a  diche  3964 

As  ful  of  Hokere  and  of  bismare 

Hir  ]}oiiht  ]>at  a  lady  schold  spare 

What  for  hire  kinred  atid  hire  Nortelrie 

That  sche  had  lemed  in  the  Nonneiye  3968 

A  donhter  had  fei  be-twexe  hem  two 

Of  twenty  3ere  wi]}-outen  any  moo 

Saneinge  a  childe  ))at  was  of  haKe  jere  age 

In  cradel  it  ley.  and  was  a  propur  page  3972 

])is  wenche  J^ikke  and  wele  y-groue  was 

vrif  Camois  nose  and  eyen .  grei  as  glasse 

wi]7  buttokes  brode .  and  brestes  rounde  and  hihe 

£ot  rihte  faire  was  hire  here  .1.  wil  nouht  lye  3976 

The  parson  of  fe  tonne  for  sche  was  so  fSedre 

In  purpos  was  to  make  hire  his  hayre 

BoJ^e  of  his  Catel  and  his  Mesuage 

And  strange  he  maade  it  for  hire  Manage  3980 

His  purpos  was  to  be-stowe  hire  hye 

In  to  somme  wor)ri  blode  of  Auncestrie 

ffor  holy  cherche  goode  mot  be  despended 

On  holy  cherche  blode  ]>at  is  descended  3984 

Ther-fore  he  wolde  his  holy  blode  honoure 

^onhe  pBkt  holy  cherche  scholde  deuoure 

Grete  soken  haj)e  J^is  meller  oute  of  doute 

Wi]»  wete  and  malte  of  al  fe  lande  aboute  3988 
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And  namely  ^er  was  a  grete  College 

Men  depen  J^e  solier  halle  att  Cantabiegge 

There  was  hir  whete  and  eke  his  malte  ygronnde 

And  on  a  daye  it  happide  on  a  stounde  3992 

Seeke  laie  pe  Maunciple  on  a  Maledye 

Men  wenden  wisly  ^t  he  scholde  deye 

ffor  whiche  ^is  meller  stale  boj)e  mele  and  come 

An  hnndie^  time  more  fan  he-fome  3996 

ffor  Jyere  be-fome  he  stale  hot  cturteysly 

Bot  nowe  he  was  a  pef  outrageoa[s]ly 

ffor  whiche  pe  wardeine  chidde  arid  made  fare 

Bot  yexe-of  sette  Jye  Meller  nouht  a  tare  4000 

He  crakke  host  and  swore  it  was  nouht  soo 

Than  were  ^ere  ^onge  scolers  tno 

That  dwelten  in  pe  hsl  of  whiche  .1.  seye 

Testif  pei  were  a7id  lusti  for  to  pleie  4004 

And  oonely  for  her  mirj^e  and  reuelrie  [Uaf  49,  huk] 

Yppofk  pe  wardeine  besely  ^ei  crie 

To  3ene  hem  leue  hot  a  litel  stounde 

To  goone  to  meUe  and  seen  her  come .  y-grounde         4008 

And  hardely  pei  dorst  leine  hex'  neke 

pe  Meller  schold  nouht  stele  hem  half  a  pekke 

Of  come  ne  he  sleihte  ne  be  force  heme  reue 

And  att  J^e  laste  ^e  wardeine  jaf  hem  leue  4012 

lotLfl  bight  j)at  one .  and  Aleyne  hiht  ^at  o]>ere 

Of  one  towne  were  J^ei  borne  j)at  hiht  stro]>ere 

ffer  in  pe  l^oTpe  .L  can  nouht  tel  where 

This  Aleine  Make])  redi  all  his  gere  4016 

And  one  an  hors  )^is  sak  he  cast  anone 

fforpe  gojye  Aleyne  pe  clerke  and  also  lone 

Wi])  good  swerde  and  ynp  bokeler  be  his  side 

lohfl  knewe  pe  weie  him  nedep  no  gide  4020 

And  att  pe  melne  pe  sakke  adoune  he  laythe 

Alayn  spak  first .  al  haile  Simonde  in  f&jpe 

Howe  fare^  ]d  faire  doubter  and  ^i  wife 

Alayne  welcome  quod  Simkin  be  my  life  4024 
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And  lobil  also  howe  nowe  what  do  je  heie 

Be  god  quod  loM .  Simond .  nede  hsLpe  no  peie 

Him  be-houe]}  seme  him  self  fat  h&pa  no  sweyne 

Or  elles  he  is  a  foole  as  clerkes  seine  4028 

Oure  Maunciple  .1.  hope  he  wil  be  dede 

Swa  werkes  him  j)e  wanges  in  his  hede 

And  j)ere-fore  es  .1.  come  and  alswa  Aleine 

To  grinde  oure  come  and  cane  it  ham  a3eine  4032 

.L  piei  jowe  spede  vs  he]>en  p&i  ^e  maye 

It  schal  be  done  quod  Simkin  be  my  faye 

^  What  will:  30  done  while  ]}at  it  is  in  hande 

Bed  god .  riht  be  fe  hoper  will  .1.  stande  4036 

Quod  lohn  and  see  howe  ye  come  go])e  Line 

Jit  sawe  .L  neuer  be  my  fader  kinne 

Howe  ]>at  pe  hoper  wagges  tilt  and  fn 

Aleyne  Ansewerd  lohil  wil-tow  swa  4040 

Than  wil  .L  be  by-nej^e  be  my  croime 

And  see  howe  gates  pe  mele  falles  adowne 

In-tift  pe  troughe  Jyat  schafl:  be  my  disports 

Qt^d  lohfi  in  faa]>e  .L  es  al  of  30wre  sorte  4044 

.L  es  as  il  a  Mebiere  as  es  30 

This  Mellere  smyled  of  here  Nicite . 

And  j)oiiht  al  pis  nys  done  hot  for  a  wyle  paaf  m] 

pei  weene  j)at  no  man  may  J^em  be-gile  4048 

Bot  be  my  pieft  ^i  schal  .L  blere  here  eye 

£for  al  ye  sleight  in  hire  philosophie 

ye  moo  qweinte  crekes  ]}at  j)ei  make 

ye  more  wil  .1.  stele  whan  .1.  take  4052 

In  stede  of  flowre  3it  will  J.  3eue  hem  branne 

The  grettest  clerke  ne  is  noTi3t  ye  wiseste  manne 

As  whilome  to  ye  wolfe  pus  spak  ye  mare 

Of  al  hire  arte  counte  .1.  nouhte  a  tare  4056 

Oute  att  ye  dore  he  gope  ful  prtuelye 

Whan  pat  he  sawhe  his  time  softly 

He  lokepe  yp  and  doune  til  he  haue  founde 

The  clerkes  hors  yere  as  it  stode  bounde  4060 
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Be-hinde  fe  Mille  ynder  a  leuesel 

And  to  ^  hors  be  gop  him  feire  and  wel 

He  stiepej)  of  fe  bridel  riht  a-none 

Whan  ye  hoT[s]  was  laus  he  ginne)»  to  gone  4064 

Toward  fe  fenne  pere  wilde  mares  renne 

And  foTpe  wij)e  wehe  ])oruhe  pikke  and  ^oruh  penne 

This  mellere  go]>e  a^ein  no  woide  he  seide 

Bot  do]}  his  note  and  wi]>  his  clerkes  pleide  4068 

Til  pB,t  her  come  was  faire  and  wele  ygronnde 

And  whan  pe  mele  is  sakked  and  ybounde 

This  lohfi  gope  owte  and  finde)>  his  hors  aweie 

And  gan  to  crie  harrowe  and  walaweie  4072 

Onre  hors  is  loste  Aleine  for  goddes  banes 

Steppe  on  pi  fete  man  come  of  al  att  anes 

Alas  oure  wardeine  has  his  palfraie  lome 

This  Aleine  al  for-^at  bo))e  mele  and  come  4076 

Al  was  owte  of  his  mynde  his  hosbandiie 

What  whilke  waye  es  he  gane  he  gan  to  crye 

The  wife  cam  lepeinge  inwarde  att  a  renne 

Sche  seide  Alas  joure  hors  goj^e  to  pe  fenne  4080 

Wi]}  wilde  mares  as  faste  as  he  may  go 

Ynpanke  com  on  his  hand  ])an  bonde  him  so 

And  he  ^t  better  scholde  haue  knet  pe  Reyne 

Alias  quod  lohfi  Aleine  for  cristes  peine  4084 

Lay  donne  ]>i  swerde .  and  I  wil  myne  alswa 

.1.  es  fill  swift  god  wate  as  is  a  ra 

Be  goddes  hert  he  sal  not  scape  vs  bape 

Whi  ne  hadde  ]}0U  pntte  pe  capel  in  pe  lape  4088 

H  a  hayle  be  god  aleyne  ]>ou.  es  a  grete  fonne       U«^  m,  \mA] 

Thes  sely  Clerkes  ban  fal  fast  ronne 

To-warde  pe  fenn  bothen  Aleyne  and  eke  lohfi 

And  whan  pe  Meller  sihe  ]}at  pel  were  gone  4092 

He  half  a  busschel  of  her  flour  ha^e  take 

And  bad  his  wife  go  knede  it  in  a  kake 

And  seide  .1.  trowe  pe  clerkes  weren  aferd 

3it  can  a  meller  Make  a  clerkes  berde  4096 
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ffor  al  his  arte  ^it  late  hem  gone  hire  weie 

Lo  where  he  goj)e  je  latt  pe  children  pleie 

Thei  get  him  nouht  so  Hhtly  be  my  crowne 

Jyeis  sell  clerkes  rennen  vp  and  donne  4100 

vrip  kepe  kepe  stsmde  stande  .lossa  warderere 

Ga  whistU  ^ou  and  .1.  schal  kepe  him  here 

Bot  schortly  til  it  was  verrei  nyht 

fei  coxipB  nouhte  j)ouhe  pei  dide  al  her  myht  4104 

Hir  caple  cache  he  ran  alwei  so  faste 

Til  in  a  diche  pel  cauht  him  att  pe  laste 

wery  and  wete  as  best  is  in  pe  reine 

Come]}  sely  lohil .  and  with  him  co77ime]>  Aleine         4108 

IT  Alas  c\uod  Idhfi  pe  daie  pat  .1.  was  borne 

Nowe  er  we  dreuen  til  he])inge  and  til  scoren 

Owre  come  is  stoUe  Men  wil  vs  foles  catte 

Bope  pQ  wardeine  and  owre  felawes  afie  4112 

And  Namely  pe  Meller  walewaye 

Thus  pleyne]»  lohli  as  he  gsip  be  pe  weie 

Towarde  pe  Melle  and  bayard  in  his  honde 

The  meller  sittinge  be  pe  fire  he  fonde  4116 

ffor  it  was  nyht  and  ferj^er  myht  he  nouht 

Bot  for  pe  loue  of  god  pel  him  be-souht 

Off  herboruhe  and  of  ese  as  for  her  penye 

The  Mellere  seid  ageine .  if  J^ere  be  anye  4120 

Swyche  as  it  is  jute  schal  je  haue  joure  part 

Myne  hous  is  streite  bot  je  haue  lemed  arte 

3e  can  be  argument  Make  a  place 

A  Mile  brode  of  twenti  foote  of  space  4124 

Latt  se  nowe  if  pis  place  Male  suffise 

Or  make  it  Eomer  wip  speche  as  is  joute  gise 

Now  Simond  seid  pia  lohfi  be  seint  Cutberde 

Ay  es  pou  Mery  and  pat  is  faire  ansewerde  4128 

.1.  haue  herde  saye  Men  sail:  taken  of  tua  pinges 

Swilke  as  he  fint  or  swilke  as  he  bnnges 

Bot  specialy  .1.  praie  pe  ooste  dere  n««f&i] 

Gete  vs  sum  mete  and  drinke  and  make  vs  chere        4132 
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And  we  wil  pajen  tiewly  att  fuUe 

Wip  empti  handes  men  maye  nouhte  liaukea  tulle 

Lo  here  owie  siluere  redy  for  to  spende 

This  Meller  to  fe  toune  his  doahter  sende  4136 

ffor  al  and  brede  and  rosted  hem  a  goos 

And  bonde  Her  bore  it  schold  no  more  go  loos 

And  in  bis  owen  chambre  be  maade  bem  a  bede 

Wi))  schetes  and  wi)>  cbalons  faire  y-sprade  4140 

Noubt  fro  bis  owen  bedde  ten  fote  or  tuelue 

His  doubter  bad  a  bedde  al  be  bire  selue 

Kibt  in  ]>e  same  cbambre  by.  and  bye 

It  mybt  be  no  bet  and  cause  wbie  4144 

Tber  was  no  romer  berborube  in  Jye  place 

Tbei  soupen  and  pei  speken  bem  to  solace 

And  drenken  euer  stronge  ale  att  J^e  beste 

Abonte  mydnybte  wente  fei  to  reste  4148 

Wele  hsLpe  pis  Mellere  yernyssbed  bis  bede 

fiul  pale  be  was  for-dronken  and  noubt  rede 

He  ^eze]^  and  be  spekej»  J^orube  pe  nose 

As  be  war  on  pe  quakke  or  one  pe  pose  4152 

To  bede  be  go])e  and  wij)  bim  goj)e  bis  wif 

As  any  lay  be  lybt  was  and  lolif 

So  was  bir  loly  wbistel  wele  y-wette 

The  Grade  att  pe  bedes  feete  is  sette  4106 

To  rokken  and  to  ^eue  J^e  cbilde  to  souke 

And  wban  j)at  dronken  was  al  in  ])e  crouke 

To  bedde  wente  pe  doubter  ribt  anone 

To  bedde  gope  Aleine  and  also  lobfl  4160 

There  nas  no  more  pern  neded  no  dwale 

This  Meller  baj)e  so  wisly  bibbed  ale 

That  as  an  bors  be  snowrte])  in  bis  slepe 

Ke  of  bis  taile  behinde  be  toke  no  kepe  4164 

His  wif  bare  him  a  burdon  a  f ul  stronga 

Men  myhten  here  routeynge  baUe  a  forlonge 

The  wenche  route)>e  eke  par  comopaignye 

Aleyne  pe  clerke  fat  berde  pis  melodye  4168 
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He  ponkede  loHon  and  seide  slepest  j)ou 

Herdeat  ])0u  euer  slyke  a  sange  or  nowe 

Lo  swilke  a  compline  es  be-tuene  hem  aUe . 

A  wilde  fire  on  J^eire  bodies  falld  4172 

Wha  herde  euere  slyke  a  ferly  pinge  tttat  5i,bad:] 

3e  pei  schal  baue  fe  floure  of  il  endynge 

IT  This  lange  myhte  per  sal  .1.  haue  na  reste 

Bot  jit  na  foice  al  sal  be  for  ^e  beste  4176 

ffor  lobfi  seide  he  as  euere  mote  .1.  J^rine 

If  J»at  .1.  maye  pe  wenche  wil  .1.  swyue 

Some  esement  ha])  pe  lawe  schapen  vs 

ffor  lohfi  pere  is  a  lawe  pai  seij^e  pus  4180 

p&t  if  a  man  in  o  pointe  be  agreuede 

]}at  in  a-noper  he  sal  be  releuede 

Cure  come  is  stollen  so)>ely  it  is  no  naye 

And  we  haue  hade  an  yuel  fitte  to  daye  4184 

And  seen  .1.  schal  haue  none  amendement 

Ageyn  my  losse  .1.  wil  haue  esement 

Be  goddes  saule  it  sal  nane  opej'e  be 

This  lohil  Ansewerde  Aleine  avise  pe  4188 

The  Meller  is  a  parlous  man  he  seide 

And  if  peA  he  onte  of  his  slepe  a-breide 

He  myhte  done  vs  ba]7e  a  velanye 

Aleyne  ansewarde  .1.  count  him  nat  a  flye  4192 

And  ype  he  reste  and  be  pQ  wenche  he  crepte 

pia  wenche  lay  ypriht  and  fast  sche  slepte 

Tyl  he  so  nyhe  was  or  sche  myht  spye 

That  it  hadde  bene  to  late  for  to  crie  4196 

And  schortly  for  to  seye  ]>ei  were  att  one 

Kow  phde  Aleine  for  .1.  wil  speke  of  lohfie 

This  lohfi  lipe  stilt  a  furlonge  waie  or  two 

And  to  him  selfe  he  make])  leupe  and  woo  4200 

Alas  quod  he  ]>is  is  a  wikked  lape 

l^ow  may  .L  saie  Jyat  .L  es  bot  an  ape 

jit  ha])e  my  felawe  sum  what  for  his  harme 

He  ha]>e  pe  Melleis  doubter  in  his  arme  4204 
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He  Auntre  him  a7id  hskp  his  nedes  spedde 

And  .1.  ly  as  a  diaf  sakke  in  my  bedde 

And  whan  ]ris  lape  is  tolde  anoj^er  daie 

.1.  aaXt  be  holden  a  daff  a  Cokeneye  4208 

.L  wil  arise  and  atmtre  it  it  be  my  faithe 

Ynhardy  is  vnsely  ]}us  men  sey^e 

And  yppe  he  roe  and  softly  he  went 

Yn  to  ^e  dadel  and  in  his  honde  it  hente  4212 

And  bare  it  soft  vn  to  his  beddes  fete 

Sone  after  fe  wife  hire  routeynge  lete 

An  gan  to  wake  and  went  hir  onte  to  pisse  Omivs} 

And  cam  argaine  and  gan  hii'  cradel  Misse  4216 

An  groped  here  and  p&te  hot  sche  fonde  none 

Alias  quod  sche  .1.  had  almost  mys  gone 

I  hadde  al-moste  gone  to  ^e  clerkes  bedde 

£y  benedicite  fun  had  .L  fonle  J.-spedde  4220 

And  for^  sche  gojye  til  sche  pe  cradel  fonde 

Sche  gropejy  alwey  forj)er  wij^  hire  honde 

And  fonde  fe  bedde  and  poxiht  nouht  bot  goode 

Be  cause  ^at  ye  cradel  by  it  stode  4224 

And  neste  where  sche  was  for  it  was  derke 

Bot  faire  and  wele  sche  crepe  in  to  J^e  clerke 

And  li^  fid  still: .  and  wolde  haue  cauht  a  slepe 

Wijhin  a  while  pis  lohfl  ^e  clerke  vp  lepe  4228 

And  on  pia  goode  wife  he  leij^e  on  sore 

So  mery  a  fitte  ne  had  sche  not  fill):  jore 

He  prtke]}  harde  and  depe  as  he  were  madde 

fiB  loly  lif  hane  feae  tuo  clerkes  ladde  4232 

Til  pat  ye  yredde  koke  be-gan  to  singe 

Aleyne  wex  wery  in  ye  dawneinge 

ffor  he  had  swonken  all:  ye  longe  nyht 

And  seide  faire  wele  Malyn  swete  whight  4236 

The  dale  is  come  .L  nude  no  longer  bide 

Bot  euere-mo  where-so  .1.  go  or  ride 

.1.  am  yme  owen  clerke  so  haue  .L  sele 

Kowe  dere  lemman  quod  sche  go  fare  wele .  4240 
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Bot  or  pou  go  00  ^inge  .1.  will  fe  telle 

Whan  j)at  ]}on  wendest  homwarde  be  fe  melle 

Eiht  att  pe  entre  of  j)e  dore  be-binde 

Thou  Bchalt  a  cake  of  halfe  a  boschefl:  finde  4244 

That  was  ymaked  of  J^in  owen  mele 

Whiche  p&i  .L  belpe  my  sird  for  to  stele 

And  goode  lemman  and  god  J^e  saue  and  kepe 

And  wip  pat  worde  almost  he  gan  to  wepe  4248 

Aleine  vprist  and  ^ouht  or  pat.It  dawe 

.1.  wil  go  ciepen  inne  be  my  felawe 

And  fonde  pe  ciadel  vrip  his  honde  anone 

Be  god  ]}Ouht  [he]  al  wiange  J.  haue  mys  gone  4252 

Myne  hede  is  toiy  of  my  swynke  to  nyhte 

^t  make]}  me  J^at  .1.  go  nonht  arihte 

.1.  wote  wele  be  fe  cradel  .L  haue  mys  go 

Heie  life  ]>e  melleie  and  his  wif  al  so  4256 

And  forpe  he  goj^e  a  twenty  deuel  weye  OMf  ss^buk] 

Ynto  pe  bedde  pere  as  Jye  Meller  leye 

He  wende  haue  cropen  be  his  felawe  lohdft 

And  by  pe  Meller  ine  he  crape  a-none  4260 

And  kauht  him  be  pe  nekke  arid  soft  he  spakke 

He  seide  pou  lohii  Jjou  swineshede  awake 

ffor  cristes  soule  and  here  a  noble  game 

ffor  [by]  ]>at  lorde  ]>at  called  is  seinte  lame  4264 

As  .1.  haue  Juries  in  pia  schorte  nyhte 

Swyuede  pe  meller  douhter  bolt  ypnht 

While  ]k>u  hast  as  a  cowarde  bene  agaste 

5e  false  harlot  quod  Meller  haste  420^ 

A  false  traytur  false  traitur  quod  he 

Thou  schal  be  dede  be  goddes  dignite 

Who  dorste  be  so  bolde  to  disparage 

My  douhter  ^t  is  comen  of  suche  lignage  4272 

^  And  be  ]nx)te  boUe  he  cauht  Aleyne 

And  he  hinte  him  dispitously  a-^eine 

And  one  pe  nose  he  smote  him  wi]>  his  fiste 

Doune  run  pe  blode  streme  vpon  his  briste  4276 
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And  in  fe  flore  wi^  nose  and  mou]>e  to-broke 

J)ei  walowe  as  tuo  pigges  in  a  poke 

And  Ype  ]>ei  gone  and  donne  ar3eine  anone 

Til  ]>at  ]7e  meller  spomed  att  a  stone  '  4280 

And  doune  he  fel  bakwarde  vpon  his  wif 

That  wist  no  pinge  of  ^is  nice  strif 

£for  sche  was  fal  a  slepe  a  litel  wyht 

Wij)  lohofl  pe  clerke  Jyat  waked  had  al  pe  nyhte  4284 

And  wij)  fe  fal  oute  of  here  slepe  sche  biaide 

Helpe  holy  cros  of  bromeholme  sche  saide 

In  manus  toas  lorde  to  pe  .1.  catt 

Awake  Simonde  j)e  fende  is  on  me  fait  4288 

Myne  herte  is  broken  helpe  .y.  ne  am  hot  dede 

There  one  vp  my  wombe  and  vp  myne  hede 

Helpe  Simkyn  for  pe  fedse  clerkes  fihte 

piB  lohn  stert  vp  al  so  fast  as  eu^r  he  myhte  4292 

And  grasped  be  ^e  walles  to  and  ho 

To  finde  a  staf  and  sche  sterte  vp  al  so 

And  knewe  ^at  estres  beter  Jyan  dide  pai  loM 

And  by  fe  wal  a  staf  sche  fande  a-none  4296 

And  sawhe  a  litel  schimeringe  of  a  lyght 

ffbr  att  an  hole  in  schone  pe  mone  biiht 

And  be  Jyat  liht  sche  seihe  hem  boj)e  two  [taf  sq 

Bot  sekeily  sche  nyst  who  wa[s]  who  4300 

Bot  as  sche  sauhe  a  white  j)inge  in  hire  eye 

And  whan  sche  gan  (is  white  aspie 

Sehe  wenda  p^^ti&rke  had  wered  a  volnpere 

And  wijye  fe  staf  sche  drowhe  ay  nere  and  nere  4304 

And  wende  hane  hit  J^is  Aleine  att  faH 

And  smote  pQ  Mellere  on  fe  pUled  scoll: 

That  downe  he  go])e  and  cried  harrowe  .1.  deye 

This  Clerkes  bet  him  wele  and  lete  him  lye  4308 

And  grey]>en  (eym  and  toke  her  hors  arnone 

And  eke  here  mele  and  on  ))eire  weie  fei  gone 

And  att  Melle  ^it  J^ei  toke  her  cake 

Of  halfe  a  bnsschel  flowre  ful  wel  y-bake  4312 
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IT  Thus  is  fe  pronde  Melleie  wele  ybete 

And  ha^e  yloste  pe  grindeinge  ofe  j)e  wliete 

And  paiede  for  ^e  sopeie  euery  dele 

Of  Aleyne  and  of  lohfL  p&t  bet  him  wele  4316 

Hifl  wif  is  swyue  and  his  douhte  als 

Lo  swyclie  it  is  a  mellere  to  be  &la 

And  j)e]>to  ^is  prouerbe  is  seide  fol  so^e 

Him  pax  note  wene  wele  j)at  yuel  doj)e  4320 

A  gylonr  schal  him  self  be-giled  be . 

And  god  pai  sitte  j)  hihe  in  Maiestee 

Sane  al  pia  compainye  grete  and  smale 

Thus  haue  .1.  quyte  pe  Meller  in  my  tale  4324 

Explicit  fiEkbnla 

[No  gap  in  the  M8,^ 
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Intijit  Prologs  Coee . 

fTHe  coke  of  london  while  ye  leue  spakke 

-"-  For  loy  him  pouht  he  clowde  him  on  ye  bakke 

Ha  ha  quod  he  for  ciistes  passione  4327 

This  Mellere  h&ye  a  scharpe  concloaioiie  >•  koce. 

Ypon  hifl  argument  of  herbegage 

Wele  seide  Salamon  in  his  langage 

Ne  hringe  nonhte  euerj  man  in  to  yme  hous 

For  herberwynge  he  nyhte  is  perilons  4332 

Wele  onhte  a  man  avisede  for  to  be 

Whome  ^at  he  bronhte  in  to  his  pnuete 

.1.  prei  to  god  so  jeue  me  sorwe  and  care 

If  euer  sij^n  .1.  hight  Hogge  of  ware  4336 

Held  .L  meUere  better  sett  a  werke 

He  had  a  lape  of  Males  in  ye  derke 

An  ^ere-fore  if  je  wowche  saue  to  here  iiaafsSpiiMk] 

Bot  god  for-bede  j)at  we  stente  here  4340 

A  tale  of  me  Jyat  am  a  por  man 

.L  wil  ^owe  tel  as  wele  as  euer  j  can 

A  litel  lape  J^at  felle  in  owre  Citee 

IT  Owre  Oste  ansewerde  and  seide  .1.  grannt  it  ye       4344 

Now  tell:  on  Eoger .  loke  ^at  it  be  goode 

For  mony  a  paste  haste  pon  laten  blode 

And  mony  a  lak  of  dou^re  hast  you  solde 

That  ha^  bene  twis  bote  and  twis  colde  4348 

Of  Mony  a  pilgrim  hast  J^ou  cristes  corse 

For  of  yi  percelly  jit  J>ei  fare  pe  wrse 

psX  yei  hane  eten  wij)  ye  stoble  goose 

For  in  yi  schope  is  mony  a  flie  lose  4352 

Nowe  tefl*  on  gentil  rogei*  be  yi  name 

Bot  jit  .1.  prey  ye  be  nouhte  wrothe  for  game 

A  man  maie  seie  ful  loye  in  game  and  plaie 

Thou  seist  fill  eoye  quod  Eoger  be  my  faie  4356 

LANSnOWNE    126 


126  GROUP  A.  §  7.  cook's  pbologuk.   Laiifdowne  MS. 

Bet  Bofe  pleie .  quade  pleie  as  the  flemynge  6ei])e 
And  ^er-fore  heny  baillif  be  pi  fei^ 
Be  |)ou  nouht  wrope  er  we  departen  here 
pouhe  pat  myne  teJe  be  of  an  Osteleie  4360 

Bot  naj)ele8  .L  wil  noujt  tel  it  ^it 
Bot  or  we  departe  .L-wis  pon  schalt  be  qtiyt 
And  ther  wij)  al  he  lowhe  and  made  chere 
And  seide  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  here  4364 

Xfacplidf  prolog^. 

[No  gap  in  the  ifiSL] 
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IseipiD  fkbnla 

APrentis  whilom  duelled  in  oure  Cite 
And  of  a  ciaft  of  Titailleis  was  he 
Gaillard  he  was  as  goldefinche  in  fe  schawe 
Bioiine  as  a  beiy .  a  propur  schort  felawe  4368 

Vnp  lokkes  blake  j-kempt  ful  fetislj 
Paunce  he  cou^e  so  wele .  and  lolyly 
^t  he  was  clepede  Ferkinne  reuelouie 
He  was  as  fnl  of  loue  and  paramour  4372 

ABiafe  hyve  fill  of  hony  swete 
Wele  was  ^e  wenche  wi^  him  myht  mete 
Att  eneiy  biidel  wolde  he  singe  and  hoppe 
He  loued  bett  fe  taaeme  )mui  his  nuustier  schoppe       4376 
For  whan  ^r  any  lydeinge  was  in  chepe 
Owte  of  fQ  schoppe  ^eder  wolde  he  lepe 
Til  ^at  he  hadde  al  fe  siht  yseyne 

And  dannced  wele  wolde  he  non^t  come  a3eiiie  4380 

And  gaderd  him  a  Meyne  of  his  sorte  Omtu} 

To  hoppe  and  singe  and  maken  swiche  disporte 
And  f&te  fei  setten  steuen  for  to  mete 
To  pleine  att  ]>e  dys  in  suche  a  strete  4384 

For  in  ^e  tomie  was  ]>ere  no  prentis 
))at  fairer  con)^  cast  a  paire  of  dis 
Than  perkyn  cou^e  and  ^ere-to  he  was  fre 
Of  his  dispense  in  place  of  pnnete  4388 

IT  That  fonde  his  Maister  wele  in  his  chaffare 
For  oft  time  he  fonde  his  box  fal  bare 
For  sekurly  a  prentis  reneloure 

]»t  hannte])  dis .  riot  or  paramonre  4392 

His  Maister  schal  it  in  his  schoppe  arbye 
Al  haue  he  not  part  of  ^e  menstralcye 
For  ^t  and  ryot  ^ei  bene  connertible 
Al  conne  he  plaie  on  geteme  or  ribible  4396 
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Beuele  and  treuj»e  as  in  a  louhe  degre 

Thei  hene  ful  wio^e  aldaie  as  men  male  see 

This  I0I7  prentis  witb  his  maister  bode 

Til  he  weer  nyhe  oute  of  his  pientishode  4400 

Al  weie  he  snybbed  bo^  erly  and  late 

And  sum  tyme  ladde  wi^  leuel  to  newgate 

Bot  att  pe  last  his  maister  him  be-]>oiight 

Ypon  a  dai^  whan  he  his  paper  souht  4404 

Of  a  prouerbe  ]>at  sei^e  ]>is  same  >7orde 

Wele  better  is  roten  appel  onte  of  horde 

Than  ^at  it  rote  al  ]>e  remenant 

So  fsaep  it  be  a  riotous  seruant  4408 

It  is  full:  lasse  hanne  to  latt  it  passe 

J^an  he  schende  al  fe  semantes  in  ye  place 

Thare-for  his  maister  jaf  him  aquitance 

And  bad  him  go  vrif  sorwe  and  vdf  meschaunce  4412 

And  ^us  ]>is  lolif  prentise  had  his  leue 

Kowe  lat  him  riote  al  ^e  nyhte  or  leue 

And  for  pere  is  no  ^ef  wijH)wten  a  lowke 

J^t  belpej)  him  to  wasten  and  to  sowke  4416 

Of  fdX  he  bribe  can  or  borwe  maye 

Anone  he  sent  his  bedde  and  his  araie 

Ynto  a  Conp^r  of  his  owen  sorte 

]>at  loued  dis  and  reuel  and  disporte  4420 

And  had  a  wife  y&t  helde  for  countinance 

A  schoppe  and  swyned  for  his  sustenance . 

[No  gap  in  the  M8,'] 


I 
J 


LANSDOWNE   128 


APFINDIX  TO  QBOUP  A.    QAMSLTN.    LailfdOWlie  XS. 


APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A- 


[THE  SPUEIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 

[Spurious  Link.'] 

Fye  ))eiK)ne  it  is  so  foule  .1.  will  nowe  tell  no  forj^ere  cietf  64,  bki 

For  schame  of  fe  harlotrie  ]>at  sewe^  after 

A  Telany  it  were  ysao^f  more  to  spelt 

Bot  of  a  knylite  and  Ms  sonnes  My  tale  .1.  wil  for^e  tett  4 

[Tale.] 

And  ^ere-fore  Hstenej) .  and  herkene^  ]>is  tale  ariht.  1 
And  je  sclmllen  here  of  a  douhte  knyht 
Sir  lohfi  of  Bonndys  was  his  name 
He  cou]^e  of  nortur  and  mnchel  of  game     [wanne 
]>re  sonnes  pe  knyht  had  and  wij>  his  body  he  hem 
•  The  eldestwasamnche  schrewe  and  sone  he  beganne 
His  brej^eme  loned  wele  here  fader  and  of  him  were  agast 
The  eldest  des^med  his  fader  cnrs  and  had  it  att  fe  last     8 
The  good  knyht  his  fadere  leaede  so  jore 
That  defe  was  common  him  to  and  handeled  him  sore 
The  goode  knyht  cared  sore  soke  fex  he  leye 
How  his  children  schold  lenen  after  his  deye  12 

He  had  bne  wide  where  bot  no  hnsbonde  he  was 
Aft  ]>e  londe  ]>at  he  ^  had  was  verrey  purchas  v  be  ku«ri 

Fayne  he  wolde  it  were  y-dressed  a-monge  hem  al 
That  iche  of  hem  nuht  have  his  parte  as  it  wald  fal         16 
Tho  sente  he  in-to  Contre  after  wise  knyhtes 
To  helpen  delen  his  londes  and  drisse  hem  to  rihtes 
He  sent  hem  worde  by  leihea  fei  scholden  hihe  belyue 
If  J»ei  wolde  speke  wif  him  if  ]iei  were  on  lyue  20 
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Tho  ]>e  knyhtes  harden  seek  ^at  he  laye 

Had  ]>ei  no  leste  neyjier  nyht  nor  daye 

Til  ]>ei  cam  to  hime  fere  he  lay  stilte 

On  his  de^  hede  to  abide  goddes  wilte  24 

Than  seide  fe  good  knyhte  seke  pere  he  lay 

Loides  .L  30 we  wame  so]>e  wi^wten  nay 

.1.  may  no  longer  leue  here  on  pis  stonde 

ffor  ]^orwhe  goddes  wilt  dep  draue^  me  to  gronnde.  28 

Ther  nas  none  of  hem  all  pat  herde  him  a*riht 

That  ]>ei  hadden  rew]ie  of  J>at  ilke  knyht 

And  seid  sir  for  goddes  loue  ne  dismay  jowe  nouht 

God  maye  done  bote  of  bale  ]^at  is  nowe  ywrouht  32 

Than  spake  ^e  good  knyht  seeke  pere  he '  laie         p  h«  lour] 

Bote  of  bale  god  may  sende  .L  wote  it  is  no  naye 

Bot  .L  be  seke  30W  knyhtes  for  pe  loue  of  me 

Goj)  and  dresse^  my  londes  amonge  myne  sonnes  pre      36 

And  for  pe  loue  of  God  dele^  hem  nouht  a-mys 

And  for-3ete  nouht  Gamelyn  my  yonge  sofi  ]>at  i 

Take^  hede  to  pai  one  as  wele  as  to  ]>e  to^  [iMfisD 

Selde  ^e  see  any  heire  helpen  his  bro]>er  40 

Tho  lete  ^ei  pe  knyht  lyen  pat  was  nouht  in  hele 

And  wenten  in  to  counseil  his  londes  for  to  dele 

ffor  to  delen  hem  al  to  one  ^at  was  her0  J^ouhte 

And  for  gamelin  was  jongest  he  schold  haue  nouht         44 

All:  pe  londe  ]>at  ^re  was  pel  dalten  it  in  tuo 

And  leten  Gamelyn  pe  jonge  wi]M)wten  lande  go 

And  iche  of  hem  seide  to  opere  ful  loude 

His  brej^eme  mow  ^euen  him  londe  whan  he  goode  coude 

Whan  jyei  hadde  deled  pe  lond  att  ^eire  witt  49 

They  comen  to  pe  knyht  pere  he  laie  fill  stitt 

And  tolde  him  aruone  howe  ]^i  had  wrouht 

And  pe  knyht  pere  he  laie  liked  it  riht  nouht  52 

IT  Than  seide  ^e  knyht  be  seinte  Martine 

ffor  al  pat  je  haue  done  ^it  is  pe  londe  myne 

ffor  goddes  loue  neyboures  stonde|>  al  stilt 

And  .L  wilt  delen  my  londe  rihf  after  my  wiit  56 
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lohfl  myne  eldest  son  schal  haue  ploues  fiue 

fat  was  m7  faders  heritage  while  he  was  on  Ijne 

And  my  Meddelest  soli  fine  plowhes  of  londe 

That  .L  helpe  for  to  geten  wi]>  my  riht  honde  60 

And  al  myn  oyere  porchas  of  londes  and  of  ledos 

That  .1.  he-quethe  Gamelyne  and  al  my  goode  stedes 

And  .L  be-seeke  ^owe  good  men  ^at  lawe  conne  of  londe 

ffor  Gamelyn  loue  ^at  my  qnest  stonde  64 

IT  Thus  dalte  fe  knyht  his  londe  be  his  days 

Eiht  on  his  de^e  bed  seke  yen  he  laye 

And  BOne  afterward  he  laye  stone  still' 

And  deide  whan  tune  come  as  it  was  cristes  witt  68 

Anone  as  he  was  dede  and  vnder  gars  grane 

Sone  ]>e  alder  bro]>er  giled  pe  jonge  knane 

And  toke  in-to  his  honde  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  Gamelin  him  seHe  to  de  and  to  fede  72 

He  doped  him  and  fedde  ynel .  and  eke  wro]»e 

And  lete  his  for  ftBure  and  his  honsej  bothe 

His  Parkes  and  his  wodes  and  dide  no  ]>inge  wel 

And  Bspfen  he  it  abonhte  on  his  faire  fel  76 

So  longe  was  Gamelin  in  his  brokers  haft 

ffor  fe  strongest  of  good  wilt  ]>ei  donten  him  alt 

Ne  was  pere  none  J^er-inne  ^onge  ne  olde 

That  wold  wre]^j)e  ware  he  neuer  so  bolde  80 

IT  Gamelyn  stode  vp  on  a  dale  in  his  bro^re  jerde   Of  ss,  u) 

And  be-gan  wi]»  his  honde  to  handel  his  beide 

He  ]x)xihte  on  his  londes  pai  layen  ynsawe 

And  Mb  faiie  Okes  yat  doune  were  drawe  84 

His  parkes  were  broken  and  his  dere  reuede 

Of  alt  his  goode  stedes  was  none  him  be-lenede 

His  howses  weren  vnhelde  and  fol  ynel  y-diht 

Tho  ]x)xiht  Gamelyn  it  wente  nonht  a-riht  88 

Afterwarde  cam  lus  broker  walkinge  ^eie 

And  seide  to  Gamelin  is  onre  mete  ^ere 

|k>  him  wreyyed  Gamelyn  and  snore  be  goddes  boke 

ThoQ  schalt  go  bake  ]d  selfe  .1.  wil  noojt  be  yi  koke       92 
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Howe  bio^r  Gktmelyn  howe  answeres  ]x)u  nowe 

Thou  spak  nener  suche  a  woide  as  ]^ou  dost  nowe 

Be  my  foijie  seide  Gamelm  now  me  f&rikep  nede 

Of  al  ])e  hannes  that  .1.  haue  .1.  toke  nen^  are  hede       96 

Mj  parkes  bene  broken  and  myn  deie  be  reuede 

Of  myne  armouie  and  my  stedes  nouht  is  me  be-leued 

Al  ])at  my  ffader  me  be-quathe  al  gojie  to  schame 

And  j»er-for  haue  fon  goddes  cuise  broJ)er  be  ^i  name    100 

IT  Than  be-epakke  his  biojier  ]^at  rape  was  of  rees 

Stond  stitt  gedelinge  and  hold  liht  ])i  pes 

Thou  schalt  be  faine  for  to  haue  ])i  mete  and  fi  wede 

What  spekest  ^ou  gamelin  of  londe  or  of  lede  104 

Than  seide  Gameline  fe  childe  fai  was  ^inge 

Ciistes  curs  mot  he  haue  ]>at  clepe^  m[e]  gedelinge 

.L  am  no  wers  gadelyn  ne  no  wers  whyght 

Bot  borne  of  lady  and  geten  of  a  knyht  108. 

Ne  dorste  he  nouht  to  Gamelyin  neere  a  fote  go 

Bot  cleped  to  him  his  men  and  seide  to  hem  ]>o 

Go^e  and  bete  ^is  boye  and  reue^  him  his  witte 

And  lat  him  leren  aruo^r  time  to  answere  me  bitte       112 

Than  seide  pe  childe  jonge  Gamelyn 

Cristes  curs  most  ]>ou  haue  bro]>er  art  fon  myne  . 

And  if  schal  algate  be  beten  a-none 

Cristes  curs  must  ]>ou  haue  bot  fou  be  ^at  one  116 

And  anon  his  bro])er  in  ])at  grete  hete 

Made  his  men  to  fet  staues  Gamelin  for  to  bete 

Whan  eue^ry  of  hem  had  a  staf  ynome 

Gamely  was  war  ]>oo  he  sey  hem  comen  120 

Tho  Gamelyn  seye  hem  com  he  loked  onere  alt 

And  was  ware  of  a  pestel  stondeinge  vnder  a  wait 

Gamelyn  was  liht  and  jieder  gan  he  lepe  [imtM] 

And  drone  al  his  brej^es  men  riht  on  an  hepe  124 

He  loked  as  wilde  lyon  and  leide  on.  good  wone 

Tho  his  bro^r  sawhe  fat  ^i  be-gan  to  gone 

He  fleyhe  ype  in-til  a  lofte  and  schotte  pe  dore  fast 

Thus  Gamelyn  w»t^  his  pestel  made  hem  al  a-gast         1 28 
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Som  for  for  (xamelines  lone  and  somme  for  his  eye 

Al  fei  drouhe  be  halues  whan  he  be-gan  to  pleye 

What  nowe  seide  Gamelin  yeuel  mot  je  ^e 

Wil  30  beginne  contik  and  so  sone  flye  132 

Gamelin  souht  his  bro])ere  whider  he  was  flowe 

And  sawh  where  p<xt  he  loked  oute  at  a  windowe 

£ro])er  seide  Gamelyn  come  a  litel  nere 

And  .1.  wil  teche  a  pleie  att  ^e  bokelere  136 

His  bro^  him  ansewarde  and  swore  be  seint  Eichere 

While  pe  pestel  is  in  ]>i  honde  .y.  come  ^e  no  nere    ' 

Bro^r  .L  wil  make  pi  pees  .L  swere  be  goddes  ore 

Cast  awaie  pi  Festel  and  wra]^^e  ^e  nomore  140 

.L  mot  nede  seide  Gamelyne  wra])^e  me  att  ones 

ffor  ]>ou  wolde  make  ^i  men  breke  my  bones 

Ne  had  .1.  had  maine  and  miht  in  boj)e  myn  armes 

To  fende  hem  from,  me  ])ei  wolde  haue  done  me  armes     144 

Gamelin  seide  his  broj^ere  be  ]K)n  nouht  wroj^e 

ffor  to  seen  fe  haue  harme  me  were  riht  lo^e 

.L  ne  dide  it  nonht  broker  bnt  for  a  fondeinge 

ffor  to  loken  if  ]K)ue  were  stronge  and  art  so  3ynge         148 

Come  ardoune  ^n  to  me  and  grannt  me  my  bone 

Of  )»inge  .1.  will  pe  axen  and  we  schal  sanhte  sono 

f  Doune  ^an  cam  his  broj^er  ^t  fikel  was  and  fel 

And  was  rihf  sore  agast  of  pe  pestel  152 

He  seide  bro]ier  Gameline  ax  me  ^i  bone 

And  loke  ]k)u  me  blame  hot  .1.  it  graunt  pQ  sone 

Than  seide  Gamelyin  broJ)e  ywis 

And  we  schol  bene  att  one  J)ou  most  me  graunt  ^is       156 

All:  ^t  my  fader  me  bequa^e  while  he  was  on  lyue 

)X)u  most  do  me  it  haue  if  we  schott  nouht  striue 

That  schalt  )^ou  haue  Gramelyn  .1.  swere  be  goddes  ore 

Al  ^at  ]>i  fader  pe  be-quaj)e  j)ouhe  ^ou  woldest  haue  more  1 60 

Thi  londe  ]>at  lie^  ley  wele  it  schal  be  sowe 

And  pin  house  reised  ype  ]>at  ben  leide  so  lowe 

Thus  seide  pe  knyht  to  Gameline  be  mow]^ 

And  ]K>xiht  of  fiilsenes  as  he  wele  coujie  164 
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The  knyht  ]x)xilit  on  tresofi  and  Gamelin  pauht  none  [if s^  ua 

And  went  and  kissed  his  bTo]>er  And  whan  ^i  weien  att  one 

Alas  jonge  Ganielyne  no  ])inge  lie  ne  wiste 

With  suche  false  treson  his  bro]yer  him  kyst  168 

Lysten  and  lythes  and  holdeJ>  ^ure  tonge  • 

And  je  schal  here  talkeinge  of  Gamelin  ])e  ^onge 

Ther  was  ]>eie  be^de  cride  a  wiastlinge 

And  ^T  for  ])ere  was  sette  a  rame  and  a  linge  172 

And  Gamelyn  was  in  wil  to  wende  per  to 

ffor  to  prouen  his  mjht  what  he  cou|ye  do 

£ro])ere  seide  Grameline  be  seint  Richere 

Thou  moste  lene  me  to  nyht  a  litel  couisere  176 

]>at  is  fiische  to  ]>e  spores  on  for  to  lide 

.1.  moste  on  an  herande  a  litel  here  beside 

Be  god  seide  his  br[o] j)er  of  stedes  in  my  stal 

Go  and  chese  ]>e  ^e  best  and  spare  none  of  al  180 

Of  stedes  or  of  couurseres  ])at  stoden  hem'be-side 

And  tel  me  good  bro]>er  wheder  pou  wilt  ride 

Here  be-side  bro])er  is  cried  a  warstelinge 

And  fei  for  schal  be  sett  a  ram  and  a  rynge  184 

Meche  worschipe  it  were  bro^  to  us  all6 

Might  .1.  pe  ramme  and  pQ  ringe  bringe  home  to  )ds  halle 

A  stede  ^ere  was  sadeled  smerly  and  skete 

Gamelin  dide  a  paire  of  spores  faire  on  his  fete  188 

He  sete  fote  in  pe  sterep  pe  stede  he  be-strode 

And  to-warde  pe  wrastelinge  pQ  jin  childe  rode 

Tho  Gamelin  pe  jonge  was  reden  oute  att  pe  gate 

The  false  knyht  his  bro])er  lokked  it  after  ]>ate  192 

And  be-80uht  Jheeu  crist  ^at  is  heuen  kinge 

He  myht  breke  his  neke  in  ]>at  wrestlinge 

As  sone  as  Gamelin  cam  ]>er  ^is  place  was 

He  liht  doune  of  his  stede  and  stode  on  pe  gras  196 

And  ]»ere  herde  a  frankelein  walawaie  singe 

And  be-gan  bitterly  his  hondes  to  wringe 

Gode  man  seide  Gamelin .  whi  makes  ]k>u  piB  fare 

Is  ^r  no  man  pai  male  }ow  helpen  oute  of  piB  care       200 

LANSnoWNS   184 


APPBNDEC  TO  QB0T7P  A.    GAMBLTK.    LailsdOWne  K8. 

Alas  seide  ^is  fraiikelem  ^at  euer  was  .L  bore 

ffor  twey  stalworj)  sonnes  .1.  wene  ))at  .L  haue  lore 

A  champioii  is  in  )^e  place  ]yat  me  h&f  wiowht  sorwe 

ffor  he  ha])  sleine  mj  twey  sondes  hot  if  god  hem  borwe  204 

.L  wil  jeue  ten  pounde  be  ihesa  crist  and  more 

Wi^  ^e  nones  .L  fand  a  man  to  halden  hi-m  sore 

Code  man  seide  Gamelin  wilt  ^ou  wele  done  [leaf  57] 

Hold  myn  hois  while  my  man  drawe|>  of  my  schone      208 

And  help  my  man  to  kepe  my  clones  and  m[y]  stede 

And  .1.  wil  in-to  pQ  place  gone  to  loke  if  .1.  nud  spede 

Be  god  seide  J)e  frankelein  it  schal  be  wele  done 

.L  wil  my  self  be  fi  man  to  diawen  of  ]d  schone  212 

And  wende  yon  in-to  ])e  place  ihesu  ciist  pe  spede 

And  diede  noi]^t  of  J)i  clo]>es  ne  of  ^i  goode  stede 

Barfor  and  vngert  Gamelin  inne  cam 

AS:  }&t  were  in  fe  place  hede  of  him  ^i  name  216 

Howe  he  dorste  aontie  him  on  him  to  done  his  myht 

That  was  so  dowhti  a  champion  in  wrastelinge  and  in  fiht 

Yp  stert  fe  Champion  lapely  anone 

To-ward  ^onge  Gamelin  he  be-gan  to  gone  220 

And  seide  who  his  fieuler  and  who  is  j)i  sire 

For  Bope  foa  arte  a  grete  fole  ])at  ])0U  com  hire 

Gramelione  ansewarde  ])e  champion  ]k)o 

Thow  knewe  wele  my  fader  while  he  couj^e  goo  224 

Whiles  he  was  on  live  be  seint  Martine 

Sir  lohr.n  of  Bonndes  was  his  name  and  .1.  Gramelyne 

ffelaw  seide  ^e  champion  so  mot  .1.  fnue 

.1.  knewe  wele  ^i  fader  while  he  was  on  lyue  228 

And  pi  selfe  gamelyne  .1.  wil  ^t  pou  it  here 

While  jK)ue  were  a  jonge  boye  a  muche  schrewc  fu  were 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  and  swore  be  cristes  ore 

Now  .1.  am  alder  wax  ^on  schalt  finde  me  a  more  232 

Be  god  seide  ^e  champion  welcom  mot  ]>oa  be 

Come  ^u  ones  in  myne  honde  schalt  pon  neuer  pe 

It  was  wele  wijhinne  fe  nyht  and  ^  mone  schone 

Whan  Grameline  and  fe  champion  to-geder  gonne  gone  236 
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The  Cbampion  kast  tomes  to  Gramelin  f&t  was  prest 

And  Gramelin  stode  stil  and  bad  liini  done  hk  best 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  ^e  Cbampeotni 

Thou  ert  fast  arboate  to  bringe  me  doiine  240 

iN'owe  haue  I  prouede  many  tomes  of  j)ine 

])oa  mot  he  seide  fele  on  or  tuo  of  myne 

Gamelyn  to  ]7e  champeon  ^ed  smartly  anone 

Of  al  ]^  tume  pai  he  covLpe  he  schewde  him  bot  one      244 

And  kest  on  fe  left  side  ]>at  ^re  ribbes  to-brake 

And  ))ere-to  his  one  harme  ]>at  jaf  a  grete  crake 

Than  seide  Gamely  smertly  arnone 

Schal  it  be  hold  for  cast  or  elles  for  none .  248 

Be  god  saide  pe  champion  wejier  p&t  it  be  [leaf  67,  \mck 

He  ])at  comes  ones  in  pine  hande  schal  he  neuer  pe 

Than  seide  fe  frankelein  f&t  had  his  sofi  ]>ere 

Blissed  be  pu.  Gamelin  ])at  euer  ]>ou  borne  were  252 

The  frankeleine  seide  to  J)e  champion  on  him  stode  him  none  eye 

This  is  3onge  Gramelyn  pat  tauht  pe  pis .  pleie 

A^eine  anseward  pe  champion  pat  liked  no  pinge  welt 

He  is  alper  maister  and  his  pleie  is  riht  felt  256 

Seppe  .1.  wrasteled  first  it  is  go  ^ore 

Bot  was  neuer  my  lif  handeled  so  sore 

Gamelin  stode  in  pe  place  alone  wip-outen  serk 

And  seide  if  pere  be  mo  let  hem  come  to  werk  260 

The  Champiot^n  pat  payned  him  to  wircbe  so  sore 

It  semep  be  his  countenance  pat  he  wil  no  more 

[ 

264 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

ffor  he  handeled  pe  champion  so  wonderly  sore 

Two  gentil  men  jemed  pe  place 

Cam  to  gamelin  god  ^eue  him  gode  grace  268 

And  seide  to  him  do  on  pin  hosen  and  pin  schone 

ifor  sope  att  pis  time  pe  faire  is  done 

And  pan  seid  Gamelin  so  mot  .1.  wele  fare 

.1.  haue  nou^t  ^it  haluendel  soldo  my  ware  272 
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Tho  seide  }>e  Champion  so  brouke  .1.  my  sweie 

He  is  a  foole  fai  fet-of  hje^  ]x)u  selles  it  so  dere 

Tho  seide  ^  frankelen  fsi  T^as  in  muche  care 

ffelawe  he  saide  whi  lakkes  ^ou  his  waie  "       276 

Be  seinte  lame  in  Galeys  ]>at  mony  man  ha]>  souht 

^it  it  is  to  goode  chepe  ]>at  ^ou  hast  bought 

Tho  psi  wardeins  were  of  fe  waistelinge 

Come  and  brouht  Gkunelin  )e  Bam  and  fe  ringe  280 

And  seide  haue  Gamelin  ]>e  ringe  and  pe  Bam 

ffoT  fe  best  warstelier  ^t  euer  here  cam 

Thus  whanue  Gamelin  ye  ramme  and  pe  Binge 

And  went  wi]>  muche  loy  home  in  ])e  Momeinge  284 

IT  Bis  Bro^T  seyhe  where  he  came  wi^  ]>e  grete  route 

And  bad  schette  ]ye  gate  and  holde  hi-m  wi^ute 

Te  porter  of  his  lorde  was  sore  agast 

And  stert  arnone  to  fe  gate  and  lokked  it  fast  288 

Kow  liyef  and  listene])  bo]^  ^onge  and  olde 

And  ^e  schal  her  gamen  of  Gameline  fe  bolde 

(xamelin  cam  to  ]>e  gate  for  to  haue  common  in 

And  ^an  was  it  schot  fast  wi]>  a  pin  292 

Than  seide  Gamelin .  Portier  vndo  ]>e  gate 

ffor  mony  goode  mannes  son  stonden  ]>er-«te 

Than  anseward  fe  portier  and  swore  be  goddes  herd    [iMif  ssi 

)X)u  ne  schalt  Gamelin  com  in  to  ^is  jerde  296 

Thou  list  said  Gamelin  so  brouke  I  my  chinne 

He  smote  ]>e  wiket  wipe  his  fote  and  brak  awaie  pe  pinne 

The  portier  sauhe  ]>o  it  myht  no  beter  bee 

He  sette  foote  on  erjje  and  gan  for  to  flee  300 

Be  my  fai])e  seid  Cramelin  ]>at  trauel  is  lorene 

ffor  J.  am  as  liht  on  fote  as  ])ou  if  ))at  ^u  haddest  it  swome 

Gramely  ouer  toke  pe  portere  and  his  teen  wrake 

And  girt  him  in  pe  neke  )^at  he  began  to  brake  304 

And  toke  him  be  ]»at  on  arme  and  ]7rewe  him  in  a  welle 

.V\j.  fa^m  it  was  depe  as  .1.  haue  herd  telle 

Whan  Gamelin  the  jonge  pMS  had  plaide  his  plaie 

Aft  ^t  in  pe  ^erde  were  drowen  hem  awaie  308 
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They  dreden  him  ful  sore  for  pe  werke  ^t  he  wrouht 

An  j)e  faire  compaignie  ^at  he  pedesr  brouht 

Gameline  jede  to  pe  ^ate  and  lete  it  yp  wide 

He  lete  in  al  )sX  gone  wolde  or  ride  312 

And  eeide  je  be  welcom  withe-outen  any  greue 

ffoi  we  wilt  hue  Maistres  here  and  aske  noman  leue 

^isterdaie  I.  left  seide  3onge  gamelyne 

In  my  hroyer  aeler .  five  tun  of  wyne  316 

.1.  wil  nou3t  J)is  company  parten  a  twynne 

And  30  wil  done  after  me  whan  any  sope  is  fere^inne 

And  if  my  bro])er  gmche  or  make  foul  chiere  319 

Othere  for  spence  of  mete  and  drink  ^t  we  spende  here 

.1.  am  oure  Catur  and  bere]>  oure  aller  purse 

He  schal  haue  for  his  grucheinge  seint  Maries  curse 

Mi  broper  is  a  negon  .1.  swere  be  cristes  ore 

And  we  wil  spende  largely  p&i  we  haue  spent  jore         324 

And  who  j)at  make^  grucchinge  ]>at  we  here  duelle 

He  schal  vnto  ]>e  drawe  welle 

.Yij.  daies  and  seuen  nyht  Gamelin  helde  his  fest 

WipfQ  muche  solas  was  per  and  none  chest  Z2S 

In  a  litul  ture  turet  his  bro])er  steke 

And  sawehe  him  waste  his  goode  hot  dorst  he  noujt  spek 

Erly  on  a  mome3rnge  on  ]>e  .viy,  daie 

The  gestes  cam  to  Gramelin  and  wolde  gone  here  waie   332 

Lorde  seide  Gamelin  wil  30  soo  hihe 

Att  fe  wyne  is  nouht  3it  dronken  so  brouke  .1.  myn  eye 

Gamelin  in  his  hert  was  ful  woo 

Whan  his  gestes  toke  here  leue  fro  him  for  to  goo .        336 

He  wolde  ^i  had  duelled  longer  and  ])ei  seide  naye  [irse^bki 

Bot  be-tauht  Gamelyn  god  and  goode  daye 

Thus  made  GrameUn  his  fest  and  brouht  wele  to  ende 

And  after  his  gestes  had  take  leue  to  wende  340 

t 


•     .    .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]         344 
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IT  And  att  ])e  while  ]>at  Gramelyne  helde  his  mangeri 

His  bio]>ere  foxiht  on  him  be  wreke  ynp  his  tiecheri 

Whan  Gramelin  gesies  were  reden  and  gone 

GramelTne  stode  ]>an  alone  firende  had  he  none  348 

Tho  after-warde  ful  sone  wij^inne  a  litel  stonde 

GameMn  was  taken  and  fal  harde  ybounde 

ffor^  cam  ]>e  false  knyht  oate  of  seleie 

To  gamelin  his  broj^ei  he  jode  fal  nere  352 

And  seide  to  Gamelin  who  maade  ^  so  bolde 

ffor  stre je  my  store  of  myn  housolde 

Biofer  seide  Gamelin  WTa)»^  fe  riht  nouht 

ffoT  it  IB  mony  day  gone  se)>^e  it  was  bouht  356 

ffor  bro])er  ^ou  hast  had  be  seint  Bichere 

Of  .XV.  plowhes  of  londe  fis  .xvj.  3er8 

And  of  al  pe  bestes  ]>on  hast  fox]>e  biedde 

pai  my  fader  me  qu&fe  on  his  dede  bedde  360 

Of  .al  ^is  .XYJ.  ^ere  J.  jene  pe  prowe 

ffor  pe  mete  and  pe  drinke  ^t  we  han  spende  nowe 

Than  seide  pQ  false  knyhte  pere  ynel  mot  he  pe 

Herken  bro]yer  Gramelin  what  .1.  wil  ^eue  pe  364 

ffor  of  my  body  bro])er  geten  here  bane  .1.  none 

J.  wilt  make  pe  my  eire  .1.  swere  be  seint  lolifi 

Par  ma  faye  seide  Gramelin  and  it  so  be 

And  ]k>u  Jrinke  as  ]>oti  seiste  god  jelde  it  pe  368 

No  thinge  wist  Gramelin  of  his  bro])ers  gile 

There-for  he  was  be-gilede  in  a  litel  while 

Gramelyn  seide  he  o  fringe  .1.  pe  teft 

Tho  jK)n  J)rewe  my  porter  in  to  ^e  drawe  well:  372 

.L  swore  in  ])at  vmppe  and  in  ]^at  grete  mote 

That  scholdest  be  bounden  bo])e  honde  and  fote 

Therefore  .1.  pe  be-eeche  bro^  Grameline 

Lat  me  nou^  be  for-swome  bro])er  art  ^ou  myne  376 

Lat  me  binde  pe  bo]>  honde  and  foote 

ffor  to  holden  myne  avowe  as  .1.  pe  be-hote 

Brother  seide  Gramelin  so  mot  .1.  pe 

j>0XL  Bchalt  not  be  for-swome  for  pe  lone  of  me  380 
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The  maad  pei  Game  to  sitte  xnyht  he  nouht  stonde 

Til  ^ei  hadde  him  bowden  bo])e  fote  and  honde 

The  false  knyht  his  broker  of  Gamelin  was  a-gast        [leaf  so] 

And  sent  affeter  fetters  to  fetteme  him  fS&st  384 

His  biojTer  maade  lesinges  on  him  per  he  stode 

And  tolden  hem  j)at  comen  inne  ]^at  Gamelin  was  woode 

Gamelin  sto'  a  post  bounden  in  J>e  haft 

})o  pskt  comen  In .  loked  on  him  aft  388 

Euer  stode  Gamelin  euen  vp-riht 

Bot  mete  and  drinke  hadde  ne  none  nej])er  daye  ne  nyht 

Than  seide  Gamehne  bro])er  be  my  halse 

Nowe  .1.  haue  aspyede  fou  ert  a  party  false  392 

Had  .1.  wist  ])at  treson  ^at  fou  hast  founde 

.1.  wolde  haue  jene  strokes  ar  .1.  hiuide  be  bounde 

Gamelin  stoode  bounden  stift  as  any  stone 

Two  dales  and  two  nyhtes  mete  hade  he  none  396 

p&n  seide  Gramelin  p&t  stode  y-bounde  stronge 

Adam  spenser  me  ])inke  .L  fast  to  longe 

Adam  spenser  now  .1.  be-seche  pe 

ffor  ]>e  muche  loue  my  fader  loued  fe  400 

K  ]>ou  male  come  to  cayes  lesse  me  oute  of  bonde 

And  .1.  wil  parie  wi)>e  pe  of  my  fre  londe 

Than  seide  Adam  ^at  was  pe  spensere 

X  haue  serued  Ji  broj^er  ^  pis  .xyj.  jere       [» ?boo>er3      404 

K  .1.  lete  gone  oute  of  his  boure 

He  wolde  sei  af[te]rward  .1.  were  a  traitoure 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  so  brouke  .1.  myn  hals 

Thou  schalt  finde  my  bro])e  att  last  riht  fals  408 

There-fore  Adam  broj^er  lese  oute  of  bondes 

And  .1.  wift  part  wif  pe  of  my  fre  londea 

Vp  suche  forwarde  Adam  J.-wisse 

.1.  wil  do  ]yer-to  al  ^at  me  is  412 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  as  mot  .1.  pQ 

.1.  wil  halde  pe  couenant  and  )>ou  wil  me 

Anone  as  Adam  lorde  to  bed  was  gone 

Adam  toke  ^e  kaye  and  lete  Gramelin  oute  anone  41 6 
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He  vn-lokked  Gamelin  bo])e  hondes  and  fete 

In  hope  of  avaiinceinent  pat  he  him  be-hete 

Than  seide  Gamelin  ]x)nkede  be  goddes  sonde 

Now  .1.  am  loose  hoye  fote  and  honda  420 

Had.. I.  nowe  eten  and  dionken  arriht 

peie  is  none  in  ^is  hons  schold  binde  me  fia  nyht 

Adam  toke  Gamelin  stil  as  any  stone 

And  ladde  him  into  ]»e  spence  rapeli  a-none  424 

And  set  him  to  soper  riht  in  a  prme  stede  [iMif  se,  ineki 

And  badd  him  do  gladly .  and  Gamelin  so  dede 

Anone  as  Gameline  had  ete  wel  and  fine 

Therto  he  dronke  wele  of  fe  lede  wine  428 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  what  is  nowe  ^i  rede 

Where  .1.  go  to  my  bio]>er  and  geide  of  his  hede 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  it  schal  nouhte  be  so 

.1.  kan  teche  ])e  a  rede  ]>at  is  wotye  tno  432 

.1.  wote  wele  for  so^  ]).at  fis  is  no  naie 

We  schal  haue  a  maungeri  riht  on  sonondaye 

Abbotes  and  pmurs  mony  her  schal  be 

And  oyer  men  of  holy  cherche  as  .1.  telt  ]>e  436 

pou  schalt  stonde  yp  be  ]^  post  as  yn  were  bounde  feist 

And  .L  schal  leue  ^eim  vnloke  ]>at  awaye  yon  maie  hem  caAt 

Whan  ]>at  ]>ei  haue  eten  and  wasschen  her  hondes         43^ 

Thou  schalt  be-seke  hem  al  to  bringe  ye  oute  of  bondes 

And  if  yei  wilt  borwe  ye  yat  were  good  gamme 

)>an  were  oute  of  prison .  and  .1.  owte  of  blame 

And  if  iche  of  hem  seie  to  ys  naie 

•L  schal  do  ano])er  .1.  swer  be  yis  daie  444 

Thou  schalt  haue  a  goode  staf  and  .1.  wil  haue  aruo^er 

And  cristes  curs  ]>at  on  haue  y&t  faile])  ye  tother 

3e  for  god  seid  Gamelin  .1.  sale  it  for  me 

If  .1.  MLe  on  my  side  yuel  mot  .L  ^e  448 

.If.  we  schol  algate  assoile  hem  of  her  sinne 

Wame  me  htoye  Adam  whan  we  schal  be-ginne 

Gamelin  seide  Adam  be  seinte  charitc 

.1.  wil  wame  ye  be-fome  whan  it  schal  be  452 
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Whan  .1.  twyiike  on  fe  loke  for  to  gone 

And  cast  awaie  ]»i  fetters  and  com  to  me  anone 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  blisaed  be  ]yi  bones 

That  is  a  good  counsel  jiuen  for  pe  nones  456 

If  ])ei  werne  me  to  bringe  me  oute  of  bendes 

.1.  wil  sett  good  strokes  riht  ah  here  lendes 

Tho  pe  sondaie  was  comen  and  folk  to  ye  feste 

ffaire  j>ei  were  welcome  bo^  lest  and  meste  460 

And  euer  as  pei  att  pe  hall:  dore  cam  inne 

Thei  keste  ])eire  eye  on  }onge  Gameline 

The  false  knyht  his  bro)»er  and  ful  of  trecherie 

Al  pe  gestes  y&i  per  were  att  pe  Mangerie  464 

Of  Gamelyn  his  bro^r  he  tolde  hem  be  mou)»e 

Al  pe  harme  and  pe  schame  j>at  he  telle  cou])e 

Whan  )»ei  were  sarued  of  mete  iche  mese  after  o)»e      notf »] 

Than  seid  Gamelin  howe  seme  je  me  ]»at  am  jonre  broj^e 

It  is  nouht  wele  sdmed  be  god  peA,  al  maade 

J^at  .1.  schal  sitt  fastinge  and  oJ>er  men  maak  glade 

)pe  false  knyht  his  bro]?er  ]?er  J>at  he  stode 

Told  al  his  gestes  ^at  Gamelyne  was  woode  472 

And  Gkimelin  stode  stitt  and  anseward  nouht 

Bot  Adames  wordes  he  held  in  his  ^uht 

Tho  GameLLn  gan  spek  dolfoly  wi])  alt 

To  pe  grete  lordes  ])at  saten  in  pe  hall  476 

Lordes  he  seide  for  cristes  passione 

Helpe  to  bringe  Gamelin  oute  of  pnsone 

IT  Than  seide  Abbote  sorwe  on  his  cheke 

He  schall  haue  cristes  curse  and  seint  Maries  eke  480 

That  pe  oute  of  pnson  begge)»  o]»er  borwe 

Bot  euer  wor])e  him  wele  ^at  do])  ^e  muche  sorwe 

Affter  ])at  Abbot  ])an  spak  arno])er 

.1.  wolde  fin  hede  wer  of  Jouh  fou  were  my  brojjer       484 

Al  ])at  pe  borwe  foul  mote  ]»aym  fall 

Thus  f  ei  seiden  al  ])at  weren  in  pe  all 

Than  seide  A  prioure  yuel  mote  he  ^ue 

It  is  muche  sorwe  and  sca))e  boj^e  psA  ])ou  art  a  Hue       488 

LANSDOWNE    142 


▲PPBNDIZ  TO  GROUP  A.     GAMELTN.     LaudOWIie  MB. 

IT  Nowe  seide  Gamelin  80  brouke  J.  my  bone 

Nowe  .L  haue  aspied  pai  firendes  haiie  .L  none 

Cursed  mot  he  wor^  bojye  flesche  and  blode 

pat  euere  do]»  Trioxa  or  Abbot  any  goode  492 

Adam  ]^  spencer  toke  rp  )>e  clo]»e 

And  loked  ypon  Gamelin.  and  sawhe  ]»at  he  was  wro}»e 

Adam  on  fe  Pantri  Htel  he  forxhi 

Bot  tao  goode  staues  to  hall  doie  he  bronht  496 

Adam  loked  on  gamelin .  and  he  was  war  anone 

And  keste  awaye  pe  fetteres  and  be-gan  to  gone 

Tho  he  cam  to  Adam  he  toke  fe  toke  pe  to  staf 

And  be-gan  to  wiiche  and  goode  stiokea  )af  500 

Grameline  cam  into  ye  hall  and  pe  spenser  hope 

And  loked  hem  aboute  as  ^i  had  be  nht  wrojw 

Gamelin  spiengejy  holy  water  wit^  an  oken  spire 

Than  sum  ]iat  stod  vp  right  ffellen  in^  fire  504 

Ther  was  no  lewe  man  pat  in  pe  hail:  stode 

That  wolde  do  (gamelin  any  )»inge  bot  gode 

Bot  stoden  be  side  and  lete  bo)»e  worche 

ffor  fei  had  no  rew^  of  men  of  holy  cher^he .  508 

Abbot  or  priour  Moi^e  or  Chanoime  (leftfflo,  iMeki 

Hiat  Gamelin  ouere  toke  a-none  J>ei  ^eden  downe 

Thar  was  none  of  hem  al  J>at  wif  his  staf  mette  511 

J)at  he  ne  maade  hem  ouer  )»rowe.  and  qwite  hem  his  dette 

Gkmelin  seide  Adam  for  seint  Charity 

Pay  good  liuere  for  pe  loue  of  me 

And  .1.  kepe  pe  dore  so  euer  her  .y.  masse 

£r  )»ei  bene  assoiled  schal  J^er  non  passe  516 

Dowte  pe  nouht  seide  Gamelin  while  we  ben  in  fere 

Eepe  poxL  wel  pe  dore  and  ,1.  wirche  here 

Stere  goode  Adam  and  latt  pere  none  fle 

And  we  schol  tel  largely  hou  mony  per  be  620 

Gamelin  seide  Adam  do  hem  bot  goode 

Thei  bne  men  of  holy  cherche  diawe  of  hem  no  blode 

Saue  wele  pe  croune .  and  done  hem  none  harmes 

Bot  breke  boJ>e  her^  legges  and  sithen  here  armes  524 
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Thus  Gamelin  and  Adam  wioulit  liht  fast 

And  pleiden  wi])e  fe  monkes  and  made  liem  agast 

TLeder  fei  cam  rideinge  loly  yrith  swaynes  527 

And  home  a-jeine  fei  weren  ledde  in  cartes  and  in  waynes 

Tho  fei  hadden  al  y-do  po  saide  a  giaie  ireie 

Alas  sir  Abbot  what  did  we  nowe  here 

Tho  ])at  we  comen  hider  it  was  a  colde  rede 

Vs  had  be  better  att  home  y/np  water  and  brede  532 

While  Gamelin  gaf  ordres  to  monk  and  to  firere 

£uer  stod  his  bro)»er  and  mad  foul  diere 

Gamelin  yp  mffe  his  staf  paX  he  wel  knewe 

And  gerd  him  in  pQ  nekke  pai  he  oner  J^rewe  536 

A  litel  aboue  pe  gardel  ))e  ligge  bot  to-brast 

And  in  pe  fetters  sette  him  fei  he  satt  arst 

Sitt  yer  bro])er  bro])er  seide  Grameline 

ffor  to  coly  pi  bodi  as  .1.  dide  myne  540 

As  ewype  as  ^i  had  wroken  hem  oi^  her  fone 

The  asked  water  and  wissen  anone 

What  som  for  her  lone  and  sum  for  awe 

Al  pe  s^niant}  semed  ham  of  pe  best  lawe  544 

The  schirreue  was  ))en  bot  .y.  mile 

And  al  ))is  was  tolde  him  in  a  litel  while 

Howe  Gamelin  and  Adam  had  done  a  son  res 

Bounden  and  wounden  men  ajein  pe  kinges  pes  548 

Tho  be-gan  son  striff  for  to  wake 

And  pe  scherref  aboute  gameline  for  to  take 

IT  Kowe  Ijpea  and  listenej>  so  god  gif  ^ow  good  fine     [iMf  ei] 

And  je  schatt  here  good  game  of  jonge  Gameline  552 

ffoure  and  twenty  jongemen  psi  helde  hem  full:  bolde 

Cam  to  pe  scheneue  and  seide  ])at  he  wold 

Grameline  and  Adam  for  to  fette  a-waye 

The  scherref  jaue  hem  leue  soj^e  as  .1.  jowe  saye  556 

Thei  hiden  fast  wolde  ]»ei  nouht  linne 

To  ])ei  cam  to  pe  gate  pet  Gamelin  was  inne 

Thei  knokken  on  pe  gate  pe  porter  was  nyhe 

And  loked  out  att  an  hole  as  a  man  ])at  was  slyhe :       560 
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The  porter  had  be-holde  hem  a  litel  while 

He  loued  wele  Gamelin  an  was  drad  of  gile 

An  lete  fe  wyket  stonde  ful  stifl' 

And  asked  hem  ))er-out  what  was  hei6  witt  564 

fifor  al  ye  grete  Compaigny  j>an  spak  hot  one 

Yndo  fe  gate  Portier  and  latt  vs  inn  goone 

Then  seide  ye  porter  so  brouke  .L  my  chinne 

3e  echal  sei  ^onre  erant  er  yeA  je  comme  inne  568 

Sei  to  Gamelin  and  to  Adam .  if  yeiie  witt  be 

We  wolde  speke  withe  hem  tuo  wordes  or  j>re 

ffelaw  saide  ye  portier  stonde  yet  stifl: 

An  .L  wil  wende  to  Gkonelin  to  weten  his  will:  572 

In  wente  ye  portier  to  Gkunelin  a-none 

And  seide  sire  .L  wame  ^owe  herd  be  commen  jonie  fone 

The  scherrefs  men  ben  att  gate 

ffor  to  take  joue  hoye  schal  je  nonht  skape  576 

Portier  seide  Gamelin .  So  mot  .1.  wel  ye 

.1.  will:  allowe  ye  yi  wordes  whan  .L  mi  time  see 

Gro  a3ein  to  gate  and  dwel  wiy  hem  a  while 

And  ^u  schal  see  riht  sone  porter  a  gile  580 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  loke  ye  to  gone 

We  haue  fomen  att  gate  and  firendes  neuer  one 

It  bnen  ye  schirreues  men  y&  hider  hue  come 

)>ei  be  sworre  to-geder  y&i  we  schal  be  nomme  584 

Gameline  seide  Adam  hie  ye  riht  be  line 

And  if  .L  faile  ye  y]a  dale  ynel  mot  .1.  J^riue 

And  we  schol  so  wel-come  ye  scherrenes  men 

That  som  of  hem  shal  make  here  beddes  in  ye  fen         588 

A  good  Cart  staf  in  his  honde  he  hent 

Gamelin  and  att  postern  gate  oute  he  wente 

Adam  hent  sone  a-no])er  good  staf 

ffor  to  helpen  gamelin  and  goode  strokes  jaf  592 

Adam  felde  tweine  and  Gameline  felled  yie 

j)e  tojrar  sett  fete  on  erye  and  gan  to  fle 

What  saide  Adam  so  ener  here  .1.  masse  pMif  ei,  i»ek] 

X  hane  riht  goode  wyne  drinke  ar  ^e  passe  596 
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« 

Naie  be  god  seide  \>ei  pi  drlnke  is  not  goode 

It  wold  make  mannes  brayne  to  lye  in  Mb  hode 

Gkunelin  stoode  etitt  and  loked  bim  abonte 

And  sawhe  pe  scberrene  come  wip  a  grete  loute  J600 

Adam  seide  Gameline  wbate  be  nowe  pi  ledes 

Here  come]>  )>e  scherreue  and  wil  baue  oure  bedes 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelin  my  rede  is  nowe  pia 

Abide  we  no  longer  lest  we  fare  a  mys  604 

.1  rede  ])at  we  to  woode  gone  ar  ]>at  we  be  fonnde 

Better  is  )»er  louse  J>an  in  toune  bounde 

Adam  toke  be  pQ  bonde  ^onge  gamelin 

And  ejp&r  of  hem  dranke  a  dranbt  of  wyne  608 

And  after  token  her  cours  and  wenten  her  wale 

Tho  fonde  pe  scberref  nest  bot  no  naie 

J^e  scberref  lybt  doune  And  went  in  to  ]»e  batt 

And  fonde  pe  lorde  fetterd  fast  wi]»  alt  612 

The  scberreve  ynfetterd  bim  ribt  sone  anone 

And  sent  after  a  lecbe  to  belen  bis  rigge  bone 

Late  we  nowe  pe  false  knybt  lybe  in  bis  care 

And  talke  we  of  Gamelin  arid  loke  bowe  be  fare  616 

Gamelin  in  to  ]>e  wode  stalke]»  stifl: 

And  Adam  spencer  loked  ribt  ift 

Adam  swore  to  Gamelin  be  seinte  Ricbere 

Nowe  .L  se  it  is  mery  to  be  a  spensere  620 

Tbat  me  were  leuer  kaye  to  bere 

Than  walken  in  p\B  wilde  wode  my  clo]>e  to  tere 

Adam  seide  Gumeline  dismaie  je  riht  nouht 

Many  good  mannes  childe  in  care  is  brouht  624 

As  ]yei  stode  talkinge  bo)^  in  fere 

Adam  herde  talkinge  of  men  and  nyhe  hem  ]»oiLht  he  were 

Tho  Gfunelin  ynder  wode  loked  ariht 

.  Vij.  score  of  3onge  men  he  sawe  wele  ardiht  628 

Alt  satt  att  mete  compas  aboute 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  nowe  baue  ^e  no  doute 

After  bale  comes  bote  ))oruht  goddes  myht 

Mo  pe  piuikep  ]>at  of  mete  and  diinke  .1.  baue  a  siht     632 
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Adam  loked  yy  vnder  wode  bouhe 

And  fo  he  sauhe  mete  he  was  glade  j-nowhe 

fifor  he  hope  to  god  for  to  haue  his  dele 

And  he  was  sore  alonged  after  a  goode  mele  636 

As  he  had  seide  ^t  word  fe  Maister  outelawe  (Imt  at] 

Sawe  Gamelin  and  A<jUuDi  ynder  wode  schawe 

3onge  men  seide  pe  maister  he  fe  goode  rode 

•L  am  war  of  gestes  god  send  ys  goode  640 

^nde  hene  two  3on[g]e  men  riht  wele  adiht 

And  parauentur  ]»er  hene  mo  who  so  loked  aiiht 

Arise])  vp  jonge  men  and  fette  hem  to  me 

It  is  good  ]«t  we  weten  what  men  yei  he  644 

Vpe  J>er  sterfcen  .vy.  fro  pe  denere 

And  Metten  wi))  Gamelin .  and  Adam  spensere 

Whan  yei  were  nyhe  hem  ^n  seide  J>at  one 

3elde)»  yp  jonge  men  jonre  howee  and  joure  flone  648 

Than  seid  Gamelin  ]>at  ^onge  was  of  elde 

Muche  sorwe  mot  he  hane  y&t  to  jowe  hem  ^elde 

.L  CUTS  none  ofet  hot  riht  my  selue 

Joough  ^e  fette  to  30W  .v.  ]»at  he  )e  tuelue  652 

Tho  fei  herde  he  his  worde  ^t  myht  was  in  his  arme 

Ther  was  none  of  hem  fai  wolde  do  him  harme 

£ot  seide  to  Gamelin  Mildely  and  still: 

Com  a-for  oore  maister  and  seie  to  him  fi  wilt  656 

3onge  men  seide  Gamelin  he  ^onre  leute 

What  man  is  ^oure  Maister  y&t  ye  wi)»  he 

Al  ^i  ansewerd  wi)H)ute  lesinge 

Onre  maiBter  his  cronned  of  owtelawes  |»e  kenge  660 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  go  we  in  ciistes  name 

He  maye  neyjyer  mete  ne  drinke  wame  vs  for  schame 

If  y&t  he  he  hende  and  come  of  gentil  hlode 

He  wiU:  jeue  ys  mete  and  drinke  and  do  vs  sum  goode  664 

Be  seinte  lame  seid  Adam  what  haime  ]»at  .L  gete 

.L  wil  auentur  me  to  )»e  dore  ))at  .L  hade  mete 

Gamelin  and  Adam  wenten  for]>e  in  fere 

And  yei  grete  ye  maister  yaX  yei  fonde  ^ere  668 
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Than  seide  pe  maister  kinge  of  owtelauwes 

Wliat  seke  je  jongmen  ynder  wodee  schawes 

Gamelin  atisewarde  pQ  kinge  wi]?  his  croune 

He  moste  nedes  walke  in  wode  ])at  maye  nonht  walke  in  tonne 

Sire  we  walke  nouht  here  men  harme  to  do  673 

Bot  if  wee  mete  a  dere  to  schete  fei  to 

As  men  ])at  bene  hnngri  and  maie  no  mete  finde 

And  bene  harde  bestade  ynder  wode  linde  676 

Of  Gamelyne  wordes  ^e  maister  had  renjye 

He  seide  sche  schal  haue  .I.-nouhe  haue  god  my  treu])e 

He  bad  hem  sette  doune  for  to  take  rest  [leaf  «&»  busk j 

And  bad  ete  and  dringe  and  J>at  of  pe  best  680 

As  ])ei  eten  and  dronken  wele  and  fine 

Than  seide  ]»e  tone  to  pe  toJ>er  piB  is  Grameline 

Tho  was  pQ  Maister  owtelawe  into  counseile  nome 

And  tolde  howe  it  was  Gamelin  was  J>eder  come  684 

Anone  as  he  herde  howe  it  was  be-fal 

He  maade  him  maister  vnder  him  onere  hem  al 

Wi^inne  pe  ]>red  weke  him  cam  tidynge 

Tho  fe  maister  owtlawe  J>at  was  here  kinge  688 

P&t  he  scholde  come  home  his  pes  was  made 

And  of  pG  goode  tijnnge  he  was  ful  glade 

Tho  seide  he  to  his  jonge  men  so])e  to  tett 

Me  be  commen  ti])inges  .L  nude  no  longer  duel .  G92 

Tho  was  Gameline  anone  wi]?-oate  taryinge 

Maade  Maister  owteley .  and  crouned  here  kinge 

Tho  was  Gamelin  crounede  kinge  of  ontelawes 

And  walked  a  while  vnder  wode  schawes  696 

The  false  knyht  his  bro]>er  was  scherrene  of  )e  schire 

And  lete  his  bro])er  endite  for  hate  and  for  ire 

Tho  were  his  bondemen  sori  and  nouht  gladde 

Whan  Gamelin  her  lorde  was  cried  wolueshed  and  maade 

And  sent  oute  of  his  men  wher  pei  myht  him  finde       701 

ffbr  to  seke  Gamelin  vnder  wode  linde 

To  tel  him  ti]>inge  pe  winde  was  went 

And  al  his  goode  reued  atid  his  men  schent  704 
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Whan  ])e  hadden  him  fotmde  on  knees  j>ei  hem  setten 

And  ardonne  mp  here  hode  and  heie  lorde  gretten. 

Sir  wnipye  30Q  nouht  for  )^  goode  rode 

ffoT  we  haue  brouhte  jowe  tij^inges  hot  fei  be  non^t  goode 

Nowe  is  pi  bioJ>e  scherrene  and  ha)>e  pe  boiUe  709 

And  ha^e  enditede  pe  and  wolues-hed  doj^e  pe  one 

Alias  seide  Gramelin  ]?at  ener  .1.  was  so  slakke 

))at  .L  ne  hadde  bioke  his  nekke.  ]yo  ,1.  his  ligge  brakke 

Go  grete))  wele  myne  husbondes  an(2  wif  713 

.L  wil  bene  att  pe  next  schire  haue  god  my  lif 

Gamelyn  cam  wel  ledy  to  ])e  next  schire 

And  ))er  was  his  bro])er  bo]»e  lorde  and  sire  716 

Gramelin  cam  boldely  in  to  )»e  mote  haft 

And  put  adoune  his  hode  Srmonge  pe  lordes  aft 

God  sane  jowe  lordeinges  pai  nowe  here  be 

Bot  brokebakke  scherreue  yuel  most  ]»on  j>e  720 

Whi  haste  ])on  do  me  ^at  schame  and  yelanye  [Utin] 

ffor  to  late  endite  me  and  wolues-hede  do  me  crye 

Tho  l^ouht  pe  fals  knyht  for  to  be  awreke 

And  lete  take  Gameline  most  he  nomore  speke  724 

Miht  ^re  be  no  grace  bot  Gamelin  att  pe  last 

Was  cast  in  to  prison  and  fetterd  fast 

Gameline  haj^e  a  broJ>er  ]?at  hiht  str  Ote 

A  goode  knyht  and  hende  as  miht  gone  on  fote  728 

Anone  ^ede  a  messagier  to  J>at  good  knyht 

And  tolde  hem  al  togeder  howe  G^ameline  was  diht 

[....,.•.     wo  gap  in  the  MS!\ 

He  was  riht  sorie  was  he  nojiinge  liht  732 

[ .     .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

And  to  his  tweine  brewer  fal  sone  he  came 

Sir  seide  sir  Ote  to  ^e  Scherref  ])00 

We  bene  bot  ^ree  bre])em  schal  we  nener  be  mo  736 

And  ]?on  hast  pnsoned  pe  best  of  alt 

Snche  BrDOper  Inel  mot  him  befall 

Sire  Ote,  seide  pe  false  knyht  lat  be  ])i  curs 

Be  god  for  )»i  wordes  he  schal  fare  pe  wurs  740 
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To  ])e  kinges  priso  11  he  his  ynomme 

And  ^eie  he  schal  abide  ynto  ^e  iustice  come 

Fardie  seide  sir^  Ote  Better  it  schatt  be 

J.  bidde  ^ith  to  mainprise  faX  povL  graunt  to  me  744 

Til  ])e  next  siteinge  of  deliuerance 

And  lat  ]»at  Gamelin  stonde  to  his  channce 

Bro^e  in  suche  a  forward  .L  take  him  to  fQ 

And  be  fi  faderes  soule  ^at  be-jate  J^e  and  me  748 

Bot  he  be  redi  whan  ])e  Justice  sitte 

J^ou  schalt  here  fe  Inggement  for  all:  j>i  grete  witte 

.1.  graunt  wele  quod  sire  ote  fat  it  so  be 

Lat  do  liuer  him  a-none  and  tak  him  to  me  752 

Tho  was  Gameline  deliuerde  to  str  Ote  his  bro])er 

And  ])at  njht  dwelden  fe  tone  wij>  pe  to])ere 

On  ^e  morwe  seide  Gkonelin  to  sir  Ote  )>e  hende 

BroJ>e  he  seide  .L  mot  for  so)^  ^  ]>e  w^ide  756 

To  loke  how  my  jonge  men  leden  here  lif 

WheJ^er  ]>ei  leuen  in  ioye  or  elles  in  stiif 

Be  gode  seide  sir  bote  peX  is  a  colde  rede 

Now  .L  see  ^t  al  pe  carke  schal  £al  on  myne  hede        760 

ffor  whan  ^e  Iustice  sitte  and  ]»ou  be  nouht  yfoxmde 

J.  schal  anone  be  taken  and  in  pi  stede  ybounde 

Broker  seide  Gamelin  dismaie  ^e  nouht 

ffor  be  seint  lame  in  GaleiB  ^at  mony  men  ha]»  souht     764 

If  pat  god  almyhty  holde  me  my  lif  and  witte     Dmxm,  teoki 

.L  wil  be  ]wre  redy  whan  pe  Iustice  sitte 

Than  seide  str  Ote  til  gamelin  god  schelde  pe  fro  schame 

Com  whan  ]>ou  seest  time  and  bringe  vs  oute  of  blame  768 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  Af8,] 

IT  Gamelin  went  ]>o  vnder  wode  rise 

And  fonde  pete  playinge  men  of  prise  772 

Tho  was  jonge  Gcunelin  riht  glad  ynoohe 

Whanne  he  fonde  his  men  ynder  woode  boohe 

Gramelin  and  his  men  talken  in  fere 

And  ])ei  had  good  Game  here  maistor  to  here  776 

LANBDOWNE    160 


APPENDIX  TO  OBOup  A.  qambltn.  Laiiidowiie  MS. 

His  men  tolden  him  of  ayentores  ]»it  pel  had  founde 
And  Gamelin  hem  tolde  a3ein  howe  he  was  fast  hounde 
Whan  Gamelin  was  outelawe  he  hadde  no  cots 
Ther  was  no  man  ^at  for  him  ferde  J>e  wore  780 

Bot  Ahhotes  and  prionis  and  monke  and  chanone 
On  hem  left  he  nouht  whan  he  myht  hem  nome 
While  Gamelin  and  his  men  made  merjyes  rive 
The  fals  knyht  his  bro])er  ynel  most  he  ]?rine  784 

ffor  he  was  fast  abonte  bo]w  daie  and  o]?er 
ffoT  to  hire  pe  qneste  for  to  honge  his  bTo]»er 
IT  Gramelin  stode  ypon  a  daie  and  he  be-helde 
pe  wode  and  ])e  schawes  in  fe  wilde  felde  788 

He  ]»oaht  on  his  bioj^er  howe  him  be-hette 
)}at  he  wolde  be  redy  whan  pe  Justice  sette 
.  He  ]K)nht  wele  f9i  he  wolde  wi]H>nte  delaie 
Com  afor  ]»e  lustice  to  kepen  his  daye  792 

And  seide  to  his  3onge  men  diht  jowe  jaie 
ffor  whan  fe  Instioe  sitte  we  mot  be  ]»are 
ffor  .1.  am  ynder  borwe  til  ^at  .L  come 
And  my  bro]>er  for  me  to  pn'son  schal  be  nomme  796 

Be  seint  lame  seide  his  ^onge  men  and  pou  reede  perio 
Ordeigne  howe  it  schal  be  and  it  schal  be  do 
While  Gameline  was  cominge  per  pe  lustice  satt 
The  false  knyht  his  bio])e  for-^ate  he  nou^t  )»att  800 

To  hire  men  on  his  queste  to  hangen  his  bro])er 
))ouhe  ]>ei  had  nouht  pe  tone  he  wolde  haue  ]»at  opere 
Tho  cam  Gamelin  fro  vnder  wode  rise 
And  brouht  wi^e  hem  3onge  men  of  pnse  804 

I  se  wele  saide  Cramelin  ^e  lustice  is  sette 
Go  a-fome  Adam  and  loke  how  it  spette 
Adam  went  in  to  ]»e  halt  and  loke  al  aboute 
He  sawhe  J^ere  stand  lordes  grete  and  stoute  808 

And.stV  Ote  his  bio^ere  fetterd  fvl  faste  vntti] 

Tho  went  Adam  oute  as  he  were  agaste 
Adam  seide  to  Gamelin  and  to  his  felawes  alt 
Sire  Ote  stant  fetterd  in  pe  mote  halt  8 1 2 
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3onge  men  seide  Gamelin  pia  here  je  alle 

Howe  sir  Ote  slant  fetteid  in  J>e  mote  halle 

If  god  jife  VB  grace  wele  for  to  do 

He  schal  it  arbigge  ])at  bronht  it  peT-io  816 

Than  seide  Adam  ]?ot  lokkes  had  hore 

Cristes  cms  mot  he  haue  pat  him  bonde  so  soie 

And  pou  wilte  Gamelin  do  after  my  rede 

pare  is  none  in  pe  halt  schal  here  awaie  his  hede  820 

Adam  seide  Gamelin  we  wil  nouht  do  soo 

We  wil  sle  ^e  Giltif  and  late  pe  o])ere  goo 

.1.  wil  into  ))e  halt  and  wi]y  J^e  lustice  speke 

On  hem  ]7at  ben  Giltif  .1.  wil  bene  awreke  824 

Lat  none  scape  att  pe  dore  take])  jonge  men  jeme 

ffor  .1.  wil  be  lustice  pia  dale  domes  to  deme 

God  spede  me  pia  daye  att  my  newe  werke 

Adam  Com  pou,  wi])  me  for  J>ou  schal  be  my  clerke        828 

His  men  Anseward  him  and  bad  him  done  his  best 

And  if  poxL  to  vs  haue  nede  ]70U  schal  finde  vs  preste 

We  wil  stand  wi])  pe  while  ]>at  we  maie  dure 

And  hot  we  wirken  manly  paie  ys  non  hire  832 

Jonge  men  seide  GkuneUne  so  mote  .1.  wel  pe 

As  trust!  a  maister  schal  je  finde  on  me 

Biht  peiQ  pe  lustice  satte  in  pe  halt 

In  went  Gamelin  a-monge  hem  att  836 

Gumelin  lete  vn-fetter  his  broj^er  oute  of  bende 

Than  seide  air  Oke  his  bro))er  pat  was  hende 

Thou  haddest  al-most  gamelin  dwelled  to  longe 

ffor  pe  quest  is  oute  for  me  ]?at  .L  scholde  be  honge      840 

BroJ^er  seide  Gamelin  so  god  gif  me  gode  rest 

p]a  dale  pd  schal  be  hongede  ])at  bene  on  ])i  queste 

And  pe  lustice  bo^e  pat  is  pe  lugge  man 

And  pe  scherreue  bo]>e  pomh  him  it  be-ganne  844 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  pe  lustice 

Nowe  is  ^i  power  done  ])ou  most  nedes  a-iise 

Thou  hast  jeue  domes  pat  bene  yuel  diht 

.1.  wil  sitten  in  ^i  sette  and  dressen  hem  a-riht  848 
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The  Justice  satt  stitt  and  rose  noulit  anone 

And  Gamelin  cleue  his  cbeke  bone . 

Gamelin  toke  him  in  his  annes  and  no  more  spak   uif64,bk] 

Bot  ])TOue  him  oner  ^e  barre  and  his  arme  to-brak         852 

Dorst  none  to  Gameline  seie  bot  gode 

ffor  ferde  of  pe  compaignie  ])at  wi]K)ute  stode 

Gamelin  set  him  doune  in  pe  lustice  sete 

And  sir  Ote  his  bro]?er  by  him  and  Adam  att  his  fete   856 

Herke  of  booide  ])at  Gramelin  dede 

He  ^uht  for  to  make  hem  riht  sore  adrede 

IT  He  lete  fetter  pe  Justice  and  his  false  broJ>er 

And  lete  hem  come  to  pQ  barre  pe  tone  wi]7  pe  to])er      860 

Tho  Gamelin  had  ])us  done  he  no  rest 

To  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  pe  quost 

ffor  to  demen  his  bro]>er  sir  Ote  for  to  honge 

Or  he  wiste  whiche  ])ei  were  he  pGuht  ful  longe  864 

Bot  as  son  as  Gamelin  wist  where  ])ei  were 

He  dide  hem  euery-chon  fetter  in  fere 

And  bringe  hem  to  pe  barre  and  sett  hem  on  rewe 

Be  my  iaipe  seide  Justice  pe  scherreue  is  a  schrewe        868 

Than  seide  Gamelin  to  pe  Justice 

Thou  hast  jeue  domes  of  pe  werst  assise 

And  pe  .xij.  sisours  ])at  weren  on  pe  queste 

Thei  schal  ben  an-hanged  ])is  daie  so  haue  J.  goode  reste 

Than  seide  pe  scherreue  to  ^onge  Gameline  873 

liOrde  .J.  crie  pe  Mercye  broj^e  art  ]>ou  myne 

Ther-fore  seide  Gamelin  haue  ])0U  goddes  curs 

ffor  and  Jou  were  Meister  3it  J.  scholde  haue  wors       876 

ffor  to  make  schort  tale  and  nouht  to  longe 

He  ordeyned  him  a  queste  of  his  men  so  stronge 

The  Justice  and  pe  scherreve  bo])  hongede  hihe 

To  veyven  wijje  pe  ropes,  and  wif  pe  wynde  drye  880 

And  pe  .xij.  sisours  sorwe  haue  ))ei  pat  rekke 

Att  ]>ei  were  hanged  fast  be  pe  nekke 

Thus  ende])  pe  false  knyht  wi^  his  trecherie 

That  euer  hade  kdde  his  lif  in  falsnes  and  in  folye       884 
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Ho  x<rM  hon«^i,>  W  ^  nckb^  ami  nouht  be  be  pane 
D<»»  WM  f^  w^lo  )i,»t  ht  Wi  fi.r  hk  fader  cub 
v^<w  i  V  XT*»  cKWt  „^J  Osum^Un  was  ;iiige 

.\^«  MVr  »*  k>^^vv  ts-^w  0.*rv  :is  K-|*  ia  «  «rf  ,«te 

^*^'v^-    ^"^  >-^  ^.'*«r  miui  H  1.1L  L:V  !».«  s*7 
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He  was  hongede  be  ])e  nekke.  and  nouht  be  pQ  puree 

])at  was  ]>e  mede  ))at  he  had  for  his  fader  curs 

Sire  Ote  was  eldest  and  Gamelin  was  ^inge 

Wente  wif  here  frendes  and  pesed  wif  )>e  kinge  888 

Thei  made  pes  wi]>  ])e  kinge  of  pe  best  sise 

The  kinge  louede  wele  air  Ote  and  maade  him  lustice 

And  after  pe  kinge  maade  Gamelin  boj^e  in  est  and  weste 

Chief  lustice  of  his  fre  forest .  892 

AH:  his  whight  ^onge  men  ]>e  kinke  for-3aue  here  gelte    [iMif esi 

And  aipen  in  good  Office  he  htLpe  hem  al  pelte 

Thus  wan  Gamelin  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  wrake  him  of  his  enemys  and  quyte  hem  here  mede 

And  air  Ote  his  Bro])er  maade  him  hi[s]  heire  897 

And  aeppe  wede  Gameline  a  wif  a  goode  and  a  feire 

Thei  leueden  to-gedet  while  Jat  crist  wolde 

An  ajpen  was  Gamelin  Grauen  vnder  molde  900 

And  so  schal  we  al  male  pere  none  fle 

God  bringe  vs  to  pat  loye  pa,  euer  schal  be  AmeK. 

Ezplicif  fobula  CooL 

[No  gap  in  tlie  M8^ 
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was  estaWisht  by  Mr  Furnivall,  on  the  completion  of  the  print  of  the  Percy  Folio 
MS,  to  reprint  the  known  collections  of  Ballads,  like  the  Ro xburghe,  Bagford, 
Rawlinson,  Doijce,  &c.,  and  to  print  Ballads  from  MSS,  and  books  illustrating 
Ballad-IIistory.  The  Ballad  Society  books  are  printed  in  demy  8vo,  like  those 
of  the  "Karly  jlnjj^lish  Text  Society,  and  the  Percy  Folio  (but  on  toned  paper  for 
the  sake  of  the  Wood-cuts),  and  also  in  super-royal  8vo,  on  Whatman's  i^ighty- 
shilling  ribbed  paper.  The  subscription  for  the  demy  8vos  is  One  Ouinea  a  year ; 
that  for  ihe  royal  ribbed  papers  Three  Guineas.  The  subscriptions  date  from 
January  1,'1868.  The  Society's  books  are  not  on  sale  separately  to  the  public. 
Twenty  liuvc  been  issued. 

More  Members  and  Local  Secretaries  are  wanted. 

Subscriptions  should  be  paid  either  to  the  account  of-»T/*«  Ballad  Soeieiy  at  the 
Alliance  Bank,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  or  (by  Post  Office  Order,  pay- 
able at  tlie  Chief  Office,  E.G.)  to  the  Hon.  Sec—  ^' 

W.  A.  DALZIEL,EsQ., 
^  67,  Victoria  Rd^  Fiusbiiry  Parky  y. 

No.  1.  B&Uads  and  Poems  f^om  ICannsoripts.  Vol.  I,  Part  1,  on  the  Condition 
of  England  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edw.  VI.  (including  the  State 
of  the  Clergy,  Monks,  and  Friars)  contains  (besides  a  long  Introduction)  the 
following  poems,  &c. :  Now  a  Duycs,  ab.  1520  a.d.  ;  Vox  Populi  Vox  Dei,  a.d. 
lo47-8  ;  The  Ruyn'  of  a  Ream'  ;'The  Imnge  of  Ypocresye,  a.d.  1533  ;  Against 
the  Blaspheming'  English  Lutherans  and  the  Poisonous  Dragon  Luther ;  The 
Spoiling  of  the  Abbeys  ;  The  Overthrowe  of  the  Abbeys,  a  Tale  of  Robin  Iloode  ; 
De  Monasteriis  Dirutis.     Edited  by  F.  J.'Fuunivall,  M.A.     1868. 

No.  2.  Ballads  from  Manuscripts.    Vol.  I,  Part  2,  contains  Ballads  on  Wolsey, 
Anne  Boloyn,  Somerset,  Lady  Jane  Grey,  &c.,  with  an  Index  and  Glossary,  by 
J.  H.  BackhmiSe,  'E:n\.,  and  Forewords  to  the  whole  Volume.     Edited  by  F.  J. 
•  Fuk>'IVALl,  MtA.     1872.    - 

No.  3,  10.  Ballads  from- Hanuscripts.  Vol Tuno' II,  Part  1:  The  Poore  Mans 
PittaiK^,  by  XliCJUfiD.WiLLiAMt^,  contayuingo  three  severall  suhiects  : — (1.)  The 
firste,  the  fall  acd  t;umplaynte  of  Anthonie  Babington,  whoe,  with  others,  weare 

•  executed  for  bigjio^troasoa  in  the-feild^s  ncre  lyncDlns  Iiuic,  in  the  ycarc  of  owr 
lorde — 158fi.  (^.)  Tlie  seconde  contaTties  the  lift'  and  Deathe  of  Rohcrte,  lorde 
Devorox,  Earle  of  Essex  :  whoc^vas  "Wieaded  in  the  towre  of  london  on  ash- 
wensdaye  niornynge,  A/iH—l60i.  (3.)  The  laste.  Intituled  *'accluniatio  patrie," 
contayninge  the  horrib[l]e  treason  th;it  w'^are  pretended  ngaynste  your  Ma/f«tie, 
to  be  donne  on  the  parliament  howse  The  seconde  [third]  veare  of  your  Msxiestis 
Raygne  [1605].  Edite<l  by  F.  J.  Fitknivall,  M.A.  1808.  VoL  II,  Part  2, 
containing  Ballads  on  (iueen  Elizabeth,  Essex,  Campion,  Drake,  Raleigh,  Fro- 
bisher,  Bacon,  etc.     Edited  by  W.  R.  Murfill,  M.A.,  Oxford.     1873. 

No.  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  12,  13.  The  Roxburghe  Ballads,  Part  1  (18G9),  Part  2  (1870). 
Part  3  (1871),  Part  4  (1872),  Part  5  (1873),  Part  6  (1874),  Part  7  (1875).  Part  8 
(1879),  with  short  Notes  by  W.  Ciiappell,  Esq.,  and  copies  of  the  original 
Woodcuts  by  Mr  W.  U.  IIoorER.     1860. 

No.  7.  Captain  Cox,  his  Ballads  and  Books,  or,  Robert  Laneham's  Letter  : 

Wheariu  part  of  the  entcitainment  untoo  the  Qucenz  Majesty  at  Killinf^worth 
Castl,  in  Warwik  Sheer  in  this  Sooniurz  Progrf.ss  .157'5.  is  signified;  from  a 
freend  otfioer  attendant  in  the  Court,  unto  hiz  ireend,  a  Citizen  and  Merchaunt 
of  Lon<lon.  Re-edited,  with  accounts  (if  all  Captain  Cox's  accessible  Books  and 
Ballads,  and  a  conip  irison  of  them  with  those  in  the  Comjylaynt  of  ScoUande^ 
1519  A.D.,  by  F.  J.  FuuKiVALL,  M.A.     1871. 

No.  11«  Love-Poems  and  Hamonrous  ones,  from  a  volume  in  the  British  Museum, 
edited  by  F,  J.  Firnivai.l.     Ib74. 

No.  14,  1o,1G,  17.  The  Bag^ford  Ballads,  edited  bv  the  Rev.^J.  W.  Ehsworth, 
M.A.  Part  1  (1.S76),  Parts  2  and  3  (1877),  Part  4-(1878)  •  Supplement:  The 
Amanda  Group  (ISSd). 

In  Treparation^  all  the  Ballads  having  been  copied. 

The  Eoxbnrghe  Ballads.  With  short  Notes  bv  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebsworth,  tarts 
9  and  10,  for  1881.  '  [At  Press. 

The  Civil  War  and  Protectorate  Ballads.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Ebsworth, 
M.A. 
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was  establisht,  on  the  completion  of  the  print  of  the  Percy  Folio  MS,  to  Teprint 
the  known  collections  of  Ballads,  like  the  Roxbar^he,  Bag^ord,  Rawlinson,  Doace,  i 

&c.,  and  to  print  Ballads  from  MSS,  and  books  illustrating  Ballad-Historr.     The  * 
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Text  Society,  and  the  Percy  Folio  (but  on  toned  paper  for  the  sake  of  the  '^II^km]- 
cuts),  and  also  in  supet-royal  8vo,  on  Whatman^s  eighty-shilling  ribbed  paper. 
The  subscription  for  the  demy  8vos  is  0ns  Ghiinea  a  year ;  that  for  the  royal 
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More  Members  and  Local  Secretaries  are  wanted. 
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London- Hospital,  London^  J?. 

No.  1.  Ballads  and  Poemi  from  Mannseripts.  Vol.  I,  Part  1,  on  the  Condition 
of  England  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edw.  VI.  (including  the  State 
of  the  Clergy,  Monks,  and  Friars)  contains  (besides  a  long  Introduction)  the 
following  poems,  &q.  :  Now  a  Day«»s,  ab.  1620  a.d.  ;  Vox  Populi  Vox  Dei,  a.d- 
1547-8  ;  The  Buyn'  of  a  Ream* ;  The  Image  of  Ypocresye.  a.d.  1533  ;  Against 
the  Blaspheming  English  Lutherans  and  the  Poisonous  t)ragon  Luther ;  The 
flpoiling  of  the  Abbeys ;  The  Overthrowe  of  the  Abbeys,  a  Tale  of  Robin  Hoode  ; 
De  Monasteriis  Dirutis.    Edited  by  F.  J.  Furniyall,  M.A.     1868. 

Ko.  2.  Ballads  from  Maniuoripta.  Vol.  L  Part  2,  is  in  the  Press,  and  will  con- 
tain  Ballads  on  "Wolsey,  Anne  Boleyn,  Somerset,  Lady  Jfiane  Grey,  &c..  with  an 
Index  and  Glossary,  by  J.  H.  Backhouse,  Esq..  and  a  Preface  to  the  whole 
Volume.    Edited  by  F.  J.  Furnitall,  M.A.    1871.  [/w  the  Frest, 

No.  3.  Ballads  frtmi  Xannseriptt.  Volnme  II,  Part  1 :  'The  Pooro  Xans  Pit* 
tanoe,  by  Richard  Williams,  contayninge  three  severall  subiects: — (1.)  The 
firste,  the  fall  and  complaynte  of  Anthonie  Babington,  whoe,  with  others,  weare 
executed  for  highe  treason  in  the  feildes  nerc  lyncolns  Inne,  in  the  yeare  of  otrr 
lorde— 1586.  (2.)  The  scconde  contavnes  the  life  and  Deathe  of  Roherte,  lorde 
Deverox,  Earle  of  Essex  :  whoe  was  beheaded  in  the  towre  of  london  on  ash- 
wensdaye  momynge,  Anno — 1601.  (3.)  The  laste,  Intituled  "  acclamatio  patrie," 
contayninge  the  horribn]e  treason  that  weare  pretended  agaynste  your  MatVstie 
to  be  donne  on  the  parliament  bowse  The  seconde  [third]  yeare  of  yof#r  Ma*««ttit 
Rayjrne  [1605].  Edited  by  F.  J.  FunyiVALL.  M.A.  1868.  {The  Introduetione, 
by  W.  li.  MorJiU,  Esq.y  M.A.,  of  Oriel  Coll.,  Oxford^  and  the  Index,  will  be  issued 
shortly,) 

No.  4.  The  Boxbnrghe  Ballads,  Part  1,  1869,  with  short  notes  by  "W.  Chanpell, 
F.sq.,  and  copies  of  the  original  woodcuts  by  Mr  Rudolf  Blind  and  Mr  W.  h! 

Ilooper. 

No.  5.  The  Boxbnrghe  Ballads,  Part  II.    1870. 

No.  6.  The  Bozbnrghe  Ballads,  Part  m.    1871. 

No.  7.  Captain  Cox,  his  Ballads  and  Books,  or,  Robert  Laxeham'h  Letter  • 
Whrarin  part  of  the  entertainment  nntoo  thoQueenz  Majesty  at  KilUn^worth 
ra«?tl,  in  "Warwik  Sheer  in  this  Soomerz  Progress  .1575.  is  signified*  fi^m 
freond  officer  attendant  in  the  Court,  unto  hiz  freend,  a  Citizen  and  MA«.ni.rr.«t 
of  London.    Re-edited  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.    1871,  llntZpJ^ 

In  PreparatioUj  all  (he  Ballads  Jiaving  been  copied.  ' 
The  Eoxhnrghe  Ballads.    "With  short  notes  by  W.  CnArrELL,  Esq.    Part  IV 
The  Civil  War  and  Protectorate  Ballads.    Edited  by  E.  F.  Rimbault  Esq    M 

BaUads  from  ManuacripU.  Vol.  II,  Part  2,  containing  Ballad-^  on  On  ^^^  ti-  ^v  .^ 
Essex,  Campion,  Drake,  etc.     Edited  by  W.  R.  mSrfili  ,  Esq.,  ir  a  ^^'**^*^' 


-^^^.^u-/.  ?(,3e.o 


[NOTICE — ^Inasmuch  asj  after  the  Man  of  Law* 8  Tale, 
the  order  of  the  Tales  in  the  Lansdowne  MS  differs  from  the 
right  order  of  the  Tales  in  which  the  Six^Text  is  to  be 
arranged,  the  further  issue  of  the  separate  Lansdowne  Parts 
is  suspended  till  all  the  Tales  before  the  Shipman^s  in  the 
Lansdowne  MS  have  been  issued  in  the  Six-Text,  Then 
the  proper  pagings  of  the  separate  Lansdowne  sheets  can  be 
ascertained,  and  a  large  Part  will  be  issued,  bringing  the 
separate  issue  abreast  of  the  Six-Text,  See  the  following 
scheme : — 


reaof 
Oraup  B 


Six-Text 

aniPMAN 

Prioress 
Thopas 
Melibeus 
Monk 
^  Nun's  Priest 


^  /«  (  Doctor 

Group  0  I  p^^^^^ 

C  Wife  of  Bath 
Chroup  D  <  Friar 

(  Summoner 

rj  -Di  i  Clerk 

Grovp  E  I  j^^,^j^^ 

G  O  I  Second  Nun 

^       \  Canon^s  Yeoman 

Grovp  H     Manciple 

Grovp    I    Parson 


Lansdowne  MS. 

Grovp  F  1  Sqvire 

I  Wife  of  Bath 
Grovp  D  <  FAar 

(  Summoner 

^^'P  ^  I  M^chant 
Group  F  2  Franklin 

Group  O  I 

>~ g^  (  Doctor 

*~"^  ^  \  Pardoner 


Second  Nun 
Canon's  Yeoman 


'SBIPMAN 
Prioress 
rest  of   J  Thopas 


Group  B 


Melibeus 
Monk 
^  Nun's  Priest 


Chroup  H     Manciple 
Grovp    I    Parson    ] 


1  January,  1871. 


GKOUP  B.  («.  FEAGMENT  IIJ 

§  1.    MAN  OF  LAWS  HEAD-LINK. 
LANSDOWVE  MS. 


Incipit  prologUB  legis  periti.  Cm  i^  <»] 

OWre  Oste  sauhe  wele  ])at  ))e  briht  sonne 
The  arke  of  his  artificial  daie  had  roime 
The  ferj^e  part  &  half  an  houre  &  more 
And  ]H)Tihe  he  were  noa3t  expert  in  lore  4 

He  wist  it  was  ))e  .xviij.  daye 
Of  ApriH  ])at  is  messagiere  of  male 
And  sawhe  wele  fat  fe  schadow  of  euery  tree 
Was  as  in  lenge])  in  ])e  same  qzMzntite  8 

As  was  ])e  body  erect  ])at  caused  it 
And  ])er&-for  be  ])e  schadowe  he  toke  liis  wit 
That  phebus  whiche  ^at  schone  so  clere  and  briht 
Degres  was  .xlv.  dome  on  hiht  12 

And  for  ])at  daie  as  in  ])at  latitude 
It  was  .X.  att  clokke .  he  gan  conclude 
And  sodenly  he  piht  his  hors  abonte 
Lordeinges  quod  he  J.  wame  30U  al  ))L3  route  16 

The  ferfe  party  of  Jjis  daie  es  gone 
Nowe  for  J>e  loue  of  god  and  seinte  lohfi 
Lese]>  no  time  as  ferfor]}  as  je  male 

Lordeinges  J^e  time  it  waste])  nyht  and  daie  20 

And  stelej>  from  vs  what  priuely  slepeinge 
And  what  f  orwhe  necligence  in  oure  wakeynge 
As  do}»e  ])o  streme  ])at  turne]}  neu^  a-^eine 
Descendeinge  firo  ]>e  mountaigne  in  to  ))e  pleine  2  A: 

"Wele  cane  senec  and  mony  a  philosophre 
Be-weylein  time  more  Jan  golde  in  Cophre 
ifor  losse  of  catdl  male  recouerd  be 
Bot  losse  of  time  schende))  vs  qt/od  he  28 
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156  GROUP  B.  §  1.  HAK  OF  law's  HEAD-LINE.  Lansdowiie  MS, 

It  wil  noiiht  com  i^ein  vrip  oute  drede 

Nq  moT  pan  wil  Malkins  Maidenhede 

Whan  sche  haj^e  lost  it  in  hire  wantonnes  [i«af  66,  bock] 

Lat  YS  noujt  moulen  pua  in  ydehies  32 

Sii  Man  come^  of  quod  he  so  haue  je  hlisse  D  iat«r2 

Tel  Ts  a  tale  nowe  as  forward  is 

3e  he  suhmitted  j^orwhe  joure  fie  assent 

To  stonden  in  J^is  caas  att  my  luggement  36 

Acquite])e  now  30we  of  joure  heheste 

Than  haue  30  done  jonre  deuer  att  leste 

Ost  quod  he  de  par  deux  iche  assent 

To  hreke  forwarde  is  nouht  myne  entent  40 

Beheste  is  dette  and  .1.  wil  holden  faine 

Al  my  hyheste  .1,  can  no  hetter  seine 

fifor  suche  lawe  as  a  man  jeue^  ano])er  whihte 

He  scholde  him  selfe  vsen  it  he  riht  44 

Thus  wil  oure  text  hot  na])eles  certeine 

.1.  can .  riht  nowe  no  trusti  tale  seine 

Jpat  chancer  ])ouhe  he  can  hot  lewdly 

On  metres  and  in  rymeinge  craftely  48 

Ha]>e  saide  hem  in  suche  ynglysshe  as  he  can 

Of  Olde  time  as  knowe]}  mony  a  man 

And  if  he  haue  nouht  seide  hem  leue  hroj^er 

In  0  hoke  he  ha))e  seide  in  a  noj^er  52 

fifor  he  ha}»  tolde  of  loners  vp  and  doune 

Moo  ])an  Ouide  Maade  Mencion 

In  his  Episteles  ])at  heen  ful  olde 

What  Bchold  .1.  tellen  hem  sen  pei  hu  tolde  56 

In  joujje  he  maade  of  Ceys  and  Alcione 

And  sijjen  hape  he  spoken  of  eumehone 

Thes  nohle  wifes  and  ])es  loners  eke 

Who  so  Jat  wil  his  large  veloine  seke  60 

Cleped  pe  seintes  Legent  of  Cupide 

There  maie  he  see  pe  large  woundes  wide 

Of  Lucres  and  of  Bahilan  Thishe 

The  swerde  of  dido  for  pe  fals  ene  64 
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The  tree  of  phillis  for  hir  demefon 

The  pleinte  of  Dianyre  and  of  Ermyon 

Of  Adriane  arid  of  ysiphilee 

The  barayn  ysel  stondeynge  in  pQ  see  68 

The  dreynt  leandre  for  his  erro 

The  teres  of  Eleyne  and  eke  j^e  wo 

Of  brixseide  and  of  fe  ladomya 

The  craelte  of  quene  Medea  72 

The  litil  childern  hongeinge  be  ^e  hals  Deaf  oq 

ffor  ])i  lason  p&t  was  of  loue  fals 

Of  ypnistra  Penelope  Alceste 

Jonie  wifehode  he  commende])  wi^  pe  beste  76 

Bot  certeynly  no  worde  writef  he 

Of  ^ilke  wilke  ensample  of  Canace 

J)at  loued  hir  owen  brof er  sinfully 

Of  suche  cursed  stories  .L  saie  fye  80 

Or  elles  of  Tiro  Appolonius 

How  pat  pe  cursed  kinge  Anthiochus 

Berafb  his  doubter  of  hir  maydenhede 

That  is  so  onible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

Whan  he  hire  ^]7rewe  ])oruhe  pQ  pament  ppynwej 

And  ])er-for  he  of  ful  avisement 

Kolde  neuer  write  in  none  of  his  se^rmones 

Of  whiche  vnkinde  abhominaciones  88 

Ne  .1.  ne  wil  none  reherce  if  ]7at  J.  maie 

Bot  of  my  tale .  howe  schal  .1.  done  ^is  dale 

Me  were  lo]7e  be  likned  douteles 

To  muses  J^at  men  clepen  pieriedes  92 

Methamorphoseos  woote  what  .1.  mene 

Bot  natheles  .1.  recche  nou^t  a  bene 

)?owhe  .1.  come  after  him  wi^  halve  bake 

.1.  speke  in  prose  and  lat  him  rimes  make  96 

And  wi^  ^at  worde  he  wi^  a  sobre  chere 

Began  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  here.  98 
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1 58  OBOCP  B.  §  2.  MAN  OP  law's  talb.  pbol.  lAudovae  MS. 


[No  breaks  in  the  MS  between  the  ulafaae.] 

Hio  inoipit  &biila  legii  peritL 

Hateful  haime  condicione  of  poaert  99 

1  Wt'tA^urst.iTitAcolde.wttAhaDgTeeoconfomuled 
To  asfeen  helpe  Jiou  achame)>  in  Jine  hert 
If  fou'  axe  wiVi  nede  f  ou  art  ao  wounded      102 
pai  verrei  nede  Tnwrappe^  al  ))i  wound  hid 
Maugreue  {liix  hede  |mu  moBt  for  indigence 
Or  ateele  or  begge  or  borwo  ^i  despense  105 

[I  a  la/t  wHit  tnmrlid] 

J)ou  blamest  ciiet  and  seist  ful  Httirly. 

He  ray8  departef  lichesee  tempoj^ 

])i  nciheboighe  ]>oa  witest  sinfully 

And  Beiate  ^u  haste  to  litcl  and  he  ha|!  al  109 

Per  fey  seys  pan  sum  tyme  he  reken  achal 

Whan  ^at  hia  tailo  acbal  heme  in  fe  glede 

ffor  he  noi^  helpe))  nedefiil  in  here  nede  112 

Herken  what  ia  Je  meneynge  of  fe  wise 

Betl«r  ia  to  dyen  pan  to  haue  indigence  [Iht  m,  buk] 

iA  self  neigheboie  wil  fa  diapise 

If  ^n  be  poie  faie  wele  )ii  leuerence  116 

Jit  of  pe  Wiseman  take^  pia  sentence 

AU  pe  daies  of  pormen  ben  wikke 

Be  war  ^  fore  or  ^oa  com  in  [mt  piikke  119 

T  If  ^u  be  pore  ^i  broker  hate^  Jree 

And  al  ))i  &endu  flye  &o  ^e  alaa 

0  riche  marchauntes  ful  of  wel  be  je 

0  noble  pmdent  folke  aa  in  ^ia  cas  123 

'3o\ire  baggea  bene  nonjt  filled  wi|i  ambes  aaa 

Bot  wi^  ais  sinke  |iat  lenne))  for  jonre  chaunce 

Att  Cristea  masae  mery  male  je  daiince  126 
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V  3©  seken  londe  and  see  for  3oure  wininges 
As  wise  folke  }»at  knowen  al  pe  astate 
Of  regnes  je  bene  fadera  of  tij?mges 

And  tales  bothen  of  pes  and  debate  130 

I.  was  riht  nowe  of  tales  desolate 
Kar  p&t  a  maichant  gone  is  mony  a  ^ere 
Me  taubt  a  tale  wbicbe  as  je  scbal  bere  133 


[^As  there  is  no  room  in  this  print  for  tlie  Latin  notes  in  the 
margin  of  the  MS^  they  are  put  here^  with  the  numbers  of  the  lines 
to  which  they  refer ^ 

1.  161.  Earopa  ^i  t^rcia  pars  mnndi.    [MS,  leaf  67.] 
L  197.  ^  Ceptra  pharonei  fMrttnn  discordia  thebe 
IT  Flammam  pbetoatw  deu-calionis  aque 
IT  In  BteUw  priami  1  spates  andacia  tMrni 
IT  SensTu  ylixeus  herculeus  qiM  vigor.     [MS,  leaf  67] 
After  1.  301.  Yn^  Tholomeiu.  lifrro  primo  capitulo  8.  Primi  motuB 
Cell  duo  want  quorum  yniu  est  qui  mouet  totum  lemp^  ab  oriente 
in  oeoidentem  *  vno  modo  Buffer  orbea  ftc.    Alt^r  yero  motus  eat  q^ui 
mouet  orbem  stellarwm  ourreMeium  contra  motum  primam  videlicet .  ab 
oeeidento  in  orientem  nupet  alioa  duos  poloa  ftc.    Qmnen  enim  wml 
ooioordati  quod  eloeetones  sint  debiles  ntri  in  diuitibtM  "KabenX  ewm 
isti  ^tet  debilitentKT  eorwm  eloeetones  radioe»t  i.  natinitates  eorMm 
que  eonfortant  omnem  planetam  debilem  in  itin^e    "Kue,  "Bhiloso* 
phxa,    [MS,  leaf  68,  back,  a  quotation  in  the  middle  of  the  tezt.] 
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160  GBovp  B.  §  3.  HAN  OF  LAw's  TALE.  LaiiBdowiie  MS. 


[THE  TALE,] 

In  Sane  some  while  dweled  a  company . 

Of  chap  men  riche  and  ))eT-to  sadde  and  trewe 

That  wide  where  senten  hire  spicery 

Clofes  of  golde  and  satine  riche  of  hewe  137 

Here  chaffer  was  so  Jrefty  and  so  newe 

That  eueiy  wiht  haj^e  deynte  to  chaffare 

Wi^e  hem  and  eke  to  sellen  hem  here  ware  140 

IT  Nowe  fell^  pat  pe  maistres  of  ])at  sorte 

Hane  schapen  hem  to  Kome  for  to  wende 

Were  it  fo  chapmanhode  or  for  disporte 

Kone  o]>er  Messagier  wolde  fei  ))eder  sende  144 

Bot  cam  hem  selft  to  rome  pia  es  fe  ende 

And  in  swyche  place  as  j^ouht  hem  auantage 

ffor  here  intent  pei  take  here  herbergage  147 

IT  Soiome  hane  ])ese  marchantes  in  pat  tonne 

A  certaine  time  as  feH  to  here  plesannce 

Bot  so  be-fel  J^at  pe  excellent  renoune 

Of  ]^e  Emparoure  donhter  dame  Custance  151 

Beported  was  wij>  euery  circumstance 

Yn  to  pla  snirien  Marchantez  in  suche  wise 

fi&o  day  to  day  as  .!«  schal  jowe  deuise  154 

IT  This  was  f  e  comune  voyce  of  euery  man 

Owre  Emperour  of  Eome  Gode  him  see  [leaf  67j 

A  donhter  he  hBipe  ])at  sen  pe  werlde  beganne 

To  rekken  as  wele  hire  goodnes  as  beaute  158 

Was  neuer  suche  ano))er  as  is  sche 

,1.  praie  to  gode  in  honoure  hire  susteigne 

And  wald  sche  were  of  al  Europe  f  e  queue .  ^^*^*  "**^^  p-  lE-^ 
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In  hir  is  hihe  beaute  wif  oute  pride 

3owJ>e  wij)  oute  greuehode  or  foly 

To  al  hire  werkes  vertue  is  hir  gyde 

Humblesse  ha]^e  slayne  in  ^owe  al  tyranny  165 

[ no  gap  in  the  MIS,^^ 

Hire  herte  is  verrai  chambre  of  holynesse 

Hir  hande  Ministre  of  fredam  for  almesse  168 

IT  And  al  \\b  voice  was  8oJ)e  as  god  is  trewe 

Bot  nowe  to  puipos  lat  vs  tume  a^eine 

This  marchantez  han  don  franht  here  schippes  newe 

And  whan  J^ei  han  J^is  blisseful  Maiden  seine  172 

Home  to  surre  be  ]7ei  wente  a3eine 

And  done  here  nedes  as  ])ei  han  done  jore 

And  leuen  in  wele  .1.  can  say  30W  no  more  175 

IT  Nowe  fel  it  J^at  ))ese  marchantz  stoden  in  grace 

Of  him  fat  was  Souldan  of  Surrye 

ffor  whan  \qX  ])ei  cam  from  any  strange  place 

He  wolde  of  his  benigne  curtesie  179 

Make  hem  good  chiere  and  besilye  aspye 

Thinges  of  sundre  remes  for  to  lere 

The  wonderes  J^at  ])ei  myht  se  or  here  182 

IT  Amonges  o])er  J^inges  specialy 

Thos  Marchantz  hane  him  tolde  of  dame  distance 

So  grete  noblesse  in  emeste  curiousely 

]?at  fis  souldan  ha]7  kauht  so  grete  plesance  186 

To  hane  hir  figure  in  his  remembrance 

And  al  his  lust  and  al  his  besy  cure 

Was  for  to  loue  hir  while  his  lif  maie  dure  189 

IT  Parauenture  in  fe  large  booke 

Whiche  fat  cleped  f e  heuen  y-writen  was 

Wif  sterres  whan  }»at  he  his  birj^e  toke 

That  he  for  loue  schol  haue  his  de])e  alas  193 
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fifoT  in  pe  sterres  clerer  ])an  is  j>e  glas 

Is  wreten  god  wote  who  so  couf  e  it  rede 

J?e  defe  of  euery  man  wif  outen  drede  196 

IT  In  sterres  mony  a  winter  J>ar  be-fome         iLattn  mfie,  p.  iss.] 

Was  wreten  fe  defe  of  Ector  and  achilles 

Off  Pompe  lulius  or  thei  were  borne  [ieaf67,back] 

The  strif  of  Thebes  and  of  Hercules  200 

Of  Sampson  tumus  and  of  Socrates 

The  de]>  hot  mennus  wittes  bene  so  dulle 

That  no  whiht  can  wel  rede  it  att  fe  fulle  203 

IT  This  Sowldan  for  his  priue  conseile  sente 

And  schortly  of  fis  matier  for  to  passe 

He  hsLJ>e  to  hem  declared  his  entent 

And  seide  hem  certeine  hot  if  he  myht  hane  grace         207 

To  haue  Cnstance  wi])  inne  a  litel  space 

He  nas  bot  dede  and  charged  hem  in  hihe 

To  schapen  for  his  lif  som  remedie  210 

IT  Diners  men  diners  ])inges  saiden 

The  Argumentz  custen  yp  and  doune 

Many  a  sotyl  reson  forfe  fei  leyden 

The!  speken  of  Magik  and  abusion  2H 

Bot  finalli  as  in  conclusion 

Thei  can  noi^t  seen  in  fat  none  auantage 

Ne  in  none  o^er  waie  saue  Mariage  217 

IT  Than  sauhe  fere  suche  difficulte 

Be  way  of  Eeson  for  to  speke  as  pleine 

Be  cause  ])at  J^ere  was  suche  diuersite 

Be  twene  here  bo^e  lawes  as  fei  seine  221 

Thai  trowe  fat  no  cristen  prince  wold  feine 

Wedden  his  childe  vnder  her  lawes  so  swete 

That  hem  was  tauht  hue  Mahoun  fe  prophete  224 
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IT  And  he  Ansewarde  ra^er  ])an  .1.  lese 

Constance  .L  wil  be  crietened  douteles 

.1.  mot  bene  liirs  .1.  male  none  oj^er  chese 

.1.  pray  30W  holde  jonie  argumentes  in  pes  228 

Saue])  my  lif  aitd  hep  nouht  recheles 

To  gete  hir  J^at  ha^  my  lif  in  cure 

ffor  in  ]7is  woo  .1.  maie  nouht  longe  endure  231 

IT  What  nede])  gretter  dilatacion 

.1.  sey  be  tretise  and  embassadrie 

And  be  f  e  popes  Medeacione 

And  al  pe  cherche  aiid  al  pe  chiualrie  235 

That  in  destruccion  of  Maumetrie 

And  in  enciese  of  cristes  lawe  dere 

Thei  bene  accoi*ded  so  as  ^e  schal  here  238 

IT  How  ])at  pe  Souldan  aiid  his  Baronage 

And  SkUe  his  leges  scholde  cristened  be 

And  he  seal  haue  Constance  in  Mariage  peareR] 

And  certeigne  gold  .L  not  what  quantite  242 

And  herto  founden  sufficiant  surtie 

This  same  accorde  was  swor  in  ey^er  side 

Nowe  fSaire  Constance  abnyhti  god  pQ  gide  245 

IT  Kowe  wolde  sum  man  waiten  as  .1.  gesse 

))at  .1.  schol  telle  al  j^e  purueance 

That  pe  "Emperour  of  his  noblesse 

Ha]7  schapen  for  his  doubter  Dam  distance .  249 

Wele  maie  men  knowen  ])at  so  grete  ordinance . 

Maie  no  man  teUen  in  a  litel  clause 

As  was  arraied  for  so  hihe  a  cause  252 

%  Cardinals  and  Bischops  bene  schapen  wi])  hir  to  wende 

Lordes  and  lades  and  knyhtes  of  renoune 

And  o]>er  folke  .I.-nowe  ])is  is  pQ  ende 

And  notified  is  porxihe  oute  pe  toune  256 
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That  enery  wliight  wife  grete  deaocione 

Schold  piaie  criste  ])at  ])is  Manage 

Eesceyue  in  gree  and  spede  fia  viage  259 

IT  The  dale  is  comen  of  hiie  departoinge 

.1.  say  fst  woful  daie  fatal  is  come 

That  ])at  fere  maie  be  no  longer  tariynge 

Bot  for])warde  pei  hem  dresse  alle  and  so^ime  263 

Constance  fat  wij»  sorwe  is  al  ouer-come 

fful  pale  ariist  and  diiasef  hire  to  wend 

ffor  wele  sche  aeepe  pere  is  none  of  ere  ende  266 

IT  Alias  what  wonder  is  it  ])Ouhe  sche  wepete 

That  schaH  be  sent  to  so  strange  nacione 

ffro  frendes  fat  so  tendurly  hir  keppeto 

And  to  be  boundon  vnder  subiectione  270 

Of  one  sche  knowe])  nouht  his  condicion 

Husbondes  bene  al  good  and  hane  bu  3ore 

fat  knewen  wives  .1.  dar  sei  30 w  no  more  273 

£fader  sche  seide .  fi  wreched  childe  Constance 

fi  3onge  doubter  fostred  vp  so  soft 

And  30  my  moder  my  souereigne  plesance 

Oner  al  finge  oute  take  criste  on  loft  277 

Constance  3owre  childe  hir  recommande])  oft 

Vn  to  30ure  grace  for  .1.  schal  to  Surrye 

j^e  schal  .1.  nener  seen  30W  more  vrip  eye  280 

IT  Alas  vn  to  ))e  Barbaric  Nacion 

.1.  most  anone  Bep  it  is  30ure  wille 

Bot  crist  fat  starf  for  oure  redempcione  [iMf6B,bock] 

So  3eue  me  grace  his  hestes  to  fulfills  284 

.1.  wriched  womman  no  force  ])ou  .1.  spills 

Wemmen  ame  bom  to  }naldom  and  penance 

And  to  bue  ynder  mannes  gouemance  287 
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If  .1.  trowe  att  troie  whan  pumis  brake  J)e  wal 

Or .  ylion  Jwit  brende  Thebes  ])at  Citee 

l^oute  Eome  for  \>q  harme  ])orwhe  Hanybal 

That  Jlomaynes  h&f  venquissed  times  fve .  291 

"Nbb  herde  swiche  tender  wepeinge  for  pite 

As  in  ])e  chambre  for  hire  departeinge 

Bot  foT\>e  sche  mote  whereso  sche  wepe  or  singe  294 

IT  0  ferst  moueynge  cruel  firmament 

Wijy  ])i  diumale  sweigh  ])at  croudest  aie 

And  hurlist  al  fro  est  to  Occident 

Jjat  naturelly  wold  hold  a-noJ>er  waye  298 

Thi  cToudeinge  sett  ^e  heuen  in  suche  arraie 

Att  \>e  be-ginnynge  of  ])is  fers  viage 

That  cruel  Mars  ha])e  slayne  fia  mariage  301 

iLatin  iuaertkm,  p.  1S8  cfSix-TexW] 

IT  Infortunate  ascendent  tortuous 

Of  whiche  ]ie  lorde  is  falle  alas 

Out  of  his  angle  in  to  ])e  derkest  house 

O  mars   o.ata3ir  as  in  )>is  caas  305 

0  feble  mone  vn-happy  bene  Ji  pas 

Thou  knettest  J>e  Jar  Jou  ert  nouht  receyuede 

The  Jou  weere  wele  fro  Jens  nowe  ert  fou  weyucd        308 

IT  Imprudent  emperowr  of  Rome  alias 

Was  Jere  no  philosopher  in  al  Ji  toune 

Is  no  time  bet  Jan  ojer  in  suche  cas 

Of  yiage  is  Jere  none  elecceon  312 

Kamely  to  folke  of  hihe  condicton 

Kat  whan  a  rote  is  of  a  burje  y-knowe 

Alas  je  bene  to  lewed  or  to  slowe  315 

IT  The  schippe  is  brouht  Jis  woful  faire  maide 
Solempnely  wife  euery  circumstance . 
Nowe  ihesu  criste  be  wi J  3owe  al  sche  saide  Peaf  e»] 

There  is  no  more  bot  fare  wele  faire  Constance  319 
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Sclie  peyne])  hire  to  make  gode  continanco 

And  ioTpe  pel  lete  hir  saile  in  f\a  manere 

And  tume  .1.  wil  ajeine  to  my  matier  322 

If  The  moder  of  pe  Souldan  wel  of  vices 

Espied  ha])e  hir  sones  pleine  entent 

How  he  wil  lete  his  olde  sacrifises 

And  riht  a-none  sche  for  hire  conseUle  sent  326 

And  pei  comen  to  knowen  what  sche  ment 

And  whan  assembled  was  pea  folk  in  fere 

Sche  sett  hire  doune  and  seide  as  je  schalla  here .  329 

IF  Lordes  quod  sche  30  knowen  euerychone 

Howe  pat  my  sonne  in  pointe  is  f 0  to  lete 

The  holy  lawes  of  owre  Akkaron 

3euen  be  goddes  Messagiere  Makomete  333 

Bott  on  avowe  to  grete  god  J.  hete 

The  lif  schal  raj^er  oute  of  my  bodi  sterte 

Or  Macometis  la  we  oute  of  myne  herte  336 

IF  What  schuld  vs  tiden  of  fis  newe  lawe 

Bot  ])raldom  to  oure  bodies  and  penance 

And  afterward  in  hel  to  be  drawe 

ffor  we  reneyed  Mahon  oure  creance  340 

Bot  lordes  wil  30  maken  assurance 

As  .L  schal  seine  assentinge  to  my  lore 

And  .1.  schal  make  us  sauf  for  euer  moi'e  343 

IF  Thei  sworen  and  assenten  euery  man 

To  leue  wij>  hire  and  deye  and  by  hire  stande 

And  eu67yche  in  pe  best  wise  he  can 

To  streng])en  hir  schal  al  his  &endes  fonde  347 

And  sche  ha))e  pis  empnse  take  on  honde 

Whiche  3e  schal  here  Jat  .1.  schal  deuise 

And  to  hem  al  sche  spak  in  pia  wise  350 
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IT  We  schol  first  feyne  yb  ciistendom  to  take 

Colde  water  schal  nouht  gieue  vs  bot  a  lite 

And  .1.  schal  suche  a  fest  and  a  reuel  make 

])at  as  .1.  tiowe  .1.  schal  \>e  sowdan  quite  354 

ffor  ])oiihe  his  wif  be  ciestened  neu^  so  white 

Sche  schal  haae  nede  to  whasse  awaie  fe  rede 

Thouhe  sche  a  fonte  fiil  of  water  wij»  hire  lede  357 

IF  0  sauldanesse  rote  of  iniquite 

Yiiago  fvL  semiram  fe  seconde . 

O  serpent  ynder  femenyte  [lear  w,  i«ck] 

like  to  ]>e  serpente  depe  in  helle  bownde  361 

O  feyned  womman  allf  ])at  may  confounde 

Yertue  and  innocence  ])orahe  ])i  Malice 

Is  bred  in  ])e  as  nest  of  euery  vice .  364 

IT  0  Sathan  envious  sen  |)ilk  daie 

That  ])ou  were  chased  from  owre  heritage 

"Wele  knowes  pou  to  wemmen  fe  olde  waie 

])ou  madest  Eua  to  bringe  in  seruage  368 

]9ou  wilt  for-done  cristen  Manage 

j)me  instrument  so  welawaie  pe  whUe 

Makeste  ])ou  of  whan  ])u  wilte  begile  371 

IT  This  Souldanesse  wham  J.  fus  blame  and  wery , 

Lete  priuely  hire  consielle  gon  here  wayo 

"What  schold  .1.  in  \>vi  tale  longer  tary 

8che  ride])  to  pe  souldan  on  a  daye  375 

And  seide  fat  sche  wold  reney  hir  laye 

And  cristendome  of  prastes  hondes  fonge 

Repentynge  sche  hep&ti  was  so  longe  378 

IT  Besekeinge  him  to  done  hir  p&t  honoure 

))at  miht  haue  ])e  cresten  folke  to  feste 

To  plese  hem  J.  wil  do  my  laboure 

The  souldan  Beipe  J.  wil  done  at  3oure  heste  382 
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And  knelynge  Jionke^  hire  of  ^at  lequeste 

So  glad  he  v/ss  he  nyst  what  to  seie 

Sche  kist  hire  sonne  and  home  ache  go^e  hir  waie         385 


[PAET  IL] 

IT  Arriued  bene  ])is  cresten  folk  to  lond^j 

In  Surry  wijjf  e  a  grete  solempne  route 

And  hastely  ^is  Souldan  sent  his  sonde 

ffirst  to  his  Moder  and  al  ]7e  regno  aboute  389 

And  seide  his  wif  was  commen  oute  of  doute 

And  praide  hir  for  to  riden  a^ein  ])e  qwcno 

The  honoure  of  his  regno  to  suteigne  392 

IF  Grete  was  \>e  pres  and  riche  was  ])e  raio 

Of  Surrys  and  Romeyns  mette  .I,-fere 

The  Moder  of  pe  souldan  riche  and  gale 

Eeseiue^  hire  wi])  also  glad  a  chore  396 

As  any  moder  myht  hire  douhter  dere 

And  to  fe  next  Cite  fere  beside 

A  soft  pas  solempnyeli  ])ei  ride  399 

If  Nouht  trowe  .1.  J>e  triumphe  of  lulius 

Of  whiche  ^at  lukan  maade  suche  a  boste 

Was  Eoialer  ne  more  corious  [leatiu] 

Than  was  ])assemble  of  fia  blisful  oste  403 

Bot  ])is  Scorpion  fia  wikked  goste 

This  Sauldanesse  for  al  hir  flateringe 

Kast  ynder  fia  mortal!  to  stinge  406 

IT  The  Soxddan  come|>  himself  sone  after  fia 

So  Eoialy  ]>at  wonder  is  to  tel 

He  welcome])  hire  wif  al  loy  a9<^  blis 

And  fxia  in  mer^e  and  loye  .1.  lete  hem  duel  410 
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))6  tujie  of  pis  matier  ])at  .1.  tel 

Whan  tim  com  men  pouhi  it  for  ^e  best 

That  Eeuel  stinte  and  men  gon  to  rest  413 

IT  The  time  come  fia  olde  Souldanesse 

Ordeined  ^e  fest  ha])  of  wich  .1.  tolde 

And  to  ^e  feste  Cristenten  folke  hem  dresse 

In  generale  bojie  jonge  and  olde  417 

He  may  men  feste  and  Eoialte  beholde 

And  deynte^s  mo  ^an  .1.  can  30a  deuyse 

Bot  al  to  der  fei  booht  it  er  pei  rise  420 

IT  0  Sodan  woo  ])at  ener  art  succesour 

To  werldly  blisse  spreynde  is  wif  bittemes 

The  ende  of  Je  ioye  of  oure  werldly  labour 

Woo  occupie])  ])e  fine  of  oure  gladnes  424 

Herke  fia  conseile  for  fi  securnes 

Vpon  fi  glad  dale  hane  in  mynde 

The  vnwar  wo  or  harme  pat  comej)  be-hinde  427 

IF  fibr  schortly  for  to  telle  att  0  worde 

The  souldan  and  ])e  cristen  euerychone 

Be  al  to-hewe  and  stiken  att  fe  horde 

Bot  it  war  only  Dam  Custance  alone  431 

Thys  olde  Sauldanes  cursed  crone 

HaJ)  wif  hir  frendes  don  j^is  cursed  dede 

ffor  sche  hir  selfe  wolde  ])e  contrei  lede  434 

IT  Ne  ])ere  was  Surreyne  ne  none  p&i  was  conuertede 

That  of  ])e  counsel  of  pe  souldan  wote 

That  he  ne  es  alto-hewen  or  he  astert-it 

And  Constance  han  pei  take  Sruone  fote  hote  438 

And  in  a  schippe  al  sterles  god  wote 

Thei  hane  hir  sett  and  beden  hire  leren  to  saile 

Owte  of  Surry  ajeine  to  Itaile  441 
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IF  A  certeine  tresoure  jjat  sche  ^eder  ladde 

And  Bo])e  to  seine  Tital  grete  plente 

t^ei  hane  here  3eaen  and  clojjes  eke  sche  hadde     Ht^  7o,  back] 

And  forjy  sche  saile])  in  ])e  salte  see  445 

O  my  distance  fiful  of  benignite 

0 .  EmperouTS  jonge  douhter  dere 

He  ]^at  is  lorde  ouere  fortune  he  ]7e  steere  448 

IF  Sche  blisse))  and  wij>  ful  pitous  voyce 

Vn  to  fe  croys  of  crist  Jus  seide  sche 

O  clere  o  welful  auter  holy  croyce 

Bede  of  jje  lambes  blode  fol  of  pite  452 

p&t  whisse  \fO  werlde  fro  )>e  olde  iniquite 

Me  fro  \>e  fende  and  fro  his  clowes  kepe 

]^at  daie  ))at  .1.  schal  drenchen  in  ^e  depe  455 

IF  Victorious  tree  proteccion  of  trewe 

J3at  oonely  worfi  war  for  to  here 

J3e  kinge  of  heuen  wif  his  wondes  newo 

J3e  wyght  lambe  fat  hurt  was  wij)  a  spere  459 

fflemer  of  frendes  oute  of  him  and  here 

On  whiche  \>i  lynes  faiffuly  extenden 

Me  kep  and  3ife  me  myht  my  lyf  to  amenden  462 

IF  3eres  and  dayes  flete])  ])is  creature 

Jjoruhe  owte  J>e  see  of  grece  vnto  \>e  streite 

Of  Marrok  as  it  as  it  was  hir  auenture 

O  many  a  sory  mele  none  maie  sche  baite  466 

Affter  her  de])  ful  oft  mai  sche  waite 

Or  pat  J)e  wilde  wawes  wil  hir  drive 

Yn  to  fQ  place  ])are  sche  schal  ariue  469 

If  Men  myht  axen  whi  sche  was  noujt  sleine 

Eke  att  ]7e  feste  who  myht  hir  body  aaue 

.1.  answere  to  pat  demande  ajeine 

Who  saue  Danyel  in  pe  horrible  cane  473 
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}>&Te  euery  sane  he  Maister  or  knaue 

Was  wij)  fe  lyons  frete  iu  a  sterte 

No  whight  bot  god  ])a  he  bare  in  his  hert  476 

IT  God  luste  to  schewe  his  wonderful  miracle 

In  hire  for  sche  schold  see  his  myhty  werkes 

Crist  whiche  fat  is  to  euery  harme  treacle 

Bb  certeine  Menes  oft  as  knowen  clerkes  480 

Do^  J'inge  for  certein  ende  ])at  ful  derke  is 

To  mannes  witte  f&t  for  owre  ignorance 

Ne  conne  knowe  his  prodent  purueance  483 

IT  Nowe  se])  sche  was  not  at  fe  fest  slawe 

Who  kepped  hire  fro  f  e  drencheinge  in  f  e  see 

Who  keppet  lona  in  ])e  fisches  mawe  riMf  7i] 

To  he  was  spouted  vp  att  Niniue  487 

Wele  maie  men  knowe  it  was  no  whight  bot  he 

pat  keppe  fe  peple  Ebayk  fro  drencheinge 

WiJ>  dri  feete  J^oruhe  oute  ))e  see  passinge  490 

IT  Who  had  J>e  foure  spirites  of  tempest 

pai  power  hane  to  anoyen  londe  and  see 

Bo]^e  nor))e  and  sou])e  and  also  west  and  este 

Anoye])  ney])er  se  ne  londe  ne  tree  494 

8o]^e  fe  comander  of  pat  was  he 

])at  fro  fe  tempest  ay  ))is  womman  kepet 

As  wele  whan  sche  woke  as  wen  sche  slepet  497 

• 

• 

IT  Wh&re  myht  piB  womman  mete  and  drenke  haue 

Three  3ere  and  more  how  hstep  hir  vytaile 

Who  fede  fe  Egipciane  Marye  in  ]7e  caue 

Or  in  desert  non  bot  crist  sans  faille  501 

ffyve  ]70usand  folke  it  was  a  grete  mervaiUe 

"Wip  loues  five  a7id  fishes  tuo  to  feede 

Gode  sente  his  foyson  att  her  grete  nedo  504, 
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IF  Sclie  dryuej  for])  in  to  owre  Occeane 

J^orohe  oute  \>e  wilde  see  tiH  att  fe  last 

Vnder  an  castel  )>at  neuen  .y.  ne  can 

ffor  in  Nor]>e  Hmnbrelond  fe  wawe  her  caste  508 

And  in  pe  sonde  ]7e  schippe  stikked  so  fast 

That  yens  wold  it  nouht  of  al  a  tyde 

The  wil  of  ciiste  was  fat  sche  scholde  abide  511 

IF  The  Cunstable  of  )>e  Castel  doune  is  fare 

To  seen  fis  wrakke  and  al  ^e  schipe  he  souhte 

And  fonde  fiB  weiy  womman  fal  of  Care 

He  fonde  also  tresonre  fat  sche  brouht  515 

In  hir  langage  Mercie  sche  be-souht 

J3e  lif  oute  of  pe  body  for  to  twynne 

Hir  to  deliuer  of  woo  ))at  sche  was  inne  518 

IT  A  maner  latine  corrupte  was  hir  speche 

Bot  algatez  peve  by  was  sche  ynderstonde 

The  Constable  whan  him  lust  no  longer  seche 

This  woofol  womman  brouht  he  to  pQ  londe  522 

Sche  knele])  doune  and  fonkef  goddes  sonde 

Bot  what  sche  was  sche  wolde  no  man  seye 

ffor  foule  ne  fSedre  jjouhe  fat  sche  scholde  deye  525 

IF  Sche  seid  sche  was  so  mased  in  fe  see 

])at  sche  fo]>gat  here  mynde  be  hir  troujje 

The  constable  of  hir  ha.fQ  so  grete  pite  D««f  71,  back] 

And  eke  his  wif  ])at  fei  wepen  for  reu])e  529 

Sche  was  so  diligent  vrif  owten  sleu]ie 

To  seme  and  plese  eueiyche  in  ]7at  place 

That  al  hir  louen  fat  lokon  on  hir  face  532 

IF  The  Constable  and  dam  Ermenilda  his  wif 
Where  payneins  and  fat  cuntre  euery  \diere 
Bot  Ermenilda  loued  here  riht  as  hir  lif 
And  custance  ha];  so  longe  soioumed  fene  536 
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In  orisons  vn^  mony  a  better  tere 

Til  ihesn  hafe  conuerted  j^oiuhe  his  grace 

Dam .  Ennenilda  Constablesse  of  ])ilke  place  539 

IT  In  al  ])at  londe  dorst  no  kersten  route 

Al  cresten  folke  bene  fledde  fro  fat  contre 

]X)nihe  payneins  ])at  conquerden  here  aboute 

The  plages  of  pe  novpe  be  J»e  lande  and  ])e  see  543 

To  Wales  fledd  fledde  f  e  cristeante 

Of  olde  bretons  dwelynge  in  pis  Isle 

Ther  was  hire  refute  for  pe  mene  while  546 

IT  Bot  jit  was  neuer  cristen  bretons  so  exiled 

])at  yer  nas  sum  in  hir  priuete 

Honoured  crist  aiid  hey  Jen  folk  be-giled 

And  nyhe  pe  castel  per  dwel  per  dwelden  pie  550 

pBi  one  of  hem  was  blinde  and  myht  noiiht  see 

Bot  it  weere  wipe  ilke  yen  of  his  mynde 

Wip  wiche  men  seen  after  pat  pei  be  blinde  563 

IT  Briht  was  pe  sonne  as  in  pe  somers  daie 

ffor  whiche  pe  Constable  avd  his  wif  also 

And  Constance  bane  ytake  pe  riht  waie 

To-warde  pe  se  a  forlonge  way  or  tuo  557 

To  pleyen  and  to  Eomen  to  and  fro 

And  in  her  waie  blende  men  paie  mette 

Croked  and  olde  wip  fast  eyen  schett  560 

IT  In  pe  name  of  criste  cried  pis  blinde  bretouTze 

Dame  Ennenilda  jeue  me  my  sihte  ajeine 

This  lady  wex  affirayde  of  pe  soune 

Lest  hir  husbonde  schortly  for  to  seyne  564 

Wolde  hir  for  ihe^u  cristes  loue  haue  sleyne 

Til  Constance  made  hir  bolde  and  bad  hire  wirche 

The  wil  of  criste  as  doubter  of  his  chirche  567 
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IT  The  Constable  wex  abassched  of  ))at  siht 

And  seide  what  amounte))  al  pia  fare 

Custance  ansewaid  it  is  cristes  miht  [leaf  72] 

])at  helpe])  folke  oute  of  jje  fendes  snare  571 

And  so  ferfor])e  sche  gan  oure  laye  declare 

l>a,t  sche  constable  ar  pSit  it  was  ene 

Conuerte])  and  on  criste  maad  him  beleue  574 

IF  This  Constable  was  nouht  lorde  of  ])is  place 

Of  whiche  .1.  spak  ])are  he  Constance  fofide 

Bot  keped  it  stronge  mony  a  winter  space 

Vnder  Allea  kynge  of  of  Northehumbrelonde  578 

[ »     no  gap  in  tJie  MSJ] 

Aj^em  ^e  scottes  as  men  may  wele  here 

Bot  tome  ,L  wil  a-^eine  to  my  matier  581 

If  Sathan  J)at  euer  waitej)  vs  to  begile 

Sauhe  of  Custance  al  hir  perfeccioun 

And  kast  anone  howe  he  myht  white  hir  while 

And  maad  a  }onge  knyht  fai  dwelle])  in  ]>e  toune  585 

Lone  hire  so  hote  of  fonle  affeccione 

pat  Terraily  him  ])oaht  jjat  he  scholde  spilk 

Bote  of  hir  myht  ones  haue  his  will6  588 

IT  He  wowef  e  hir  bot  it  aveilef  nouht 

Sche  wolde  do  no  sinne  be  no  weie 

And  for  dispite  he  compassed  in  his  ])Ouht 

To  make  hir  a  schameful  de])e  to  deye  592 

He  waite))  whan  pe  Constable  was  awaie 

And  p^iuely  on  a  nyhte  he  crepte 

In  Ermenilda  scambnr  whiles  ]>at  sche  sleped  595 

IT  "Wery  for-waked  in  hire  orisons 

Slepe])  custance  and  Ermenilde  also 

pia  knyht  poviht  to  performe  sathanas  temptacions 

Al  softly  he  is  to  ))e  bedde  go  599 
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And  kette  ])e  ])rote  of  Ermenylde  a  tuo 

And  leide  ])e  blody  knjf  be  dam  Custance 

And  wente  his  weie  jjere  god  ^iue  him  meschaunce        602 

IT  Sone  affter  come])  pia  Constable  a^eine 

And  Eke  Allea  pe  kenge  ])at  was  of  ])ls  lande 

And  sauhe  his  wyf  dispitously  sleyne 

ffoT  whiche  ful  of  oft  he  wepet  and  wronge  his  honde  GOG 

And  in  pe  bedde  pQ  blody  knyfe  he  fonde 

Be  dam  Costance  Alas  what  myht  sche  seye 

ffor  verre  woo  hir  witte  was  al  awaie  609 

IT  To  Kinge  Alia  was  tolde  al  fia  meschance 

And  eke  J^e  time  and  where  and  in  what  wise 

pB.t  in  a  schip  was  founden  pia  Constance 

As  30  haue  herde  to-fome  devise  [leaf  7t,  back]     613 

The  kinges  herte  of  pile  gan  agiise 

Whan  he  sofe  so  benyngne  a  creature 

fEal  in  disese  and  in  mesanenture  616 

IT  ffor  as  fe  lambe  towarde  towarde  his  de])e  is  brouht 

So  stant  fja  Innocent  be-for  pe  kenge 

This  fab  knyht  Jat  haje  Jis  treson  wrouht 

Bere])  hir  on  honde  \>&  sche  hajje  don  f\a  pinge  620 

Bot  naj^eles  ])er  was  grete  Momeinge 

Amonge  \>e  peple  and  sei  ])o  can  not  gesse 

lliat  sche  had  done  so  grete  a  wikkenesse  623 

IT  ffor  J>ei  haue  sene  hir  euer  so  vertuous 

And  loueinge  ermenilde  riht  as  hir  lif 

Of  Jjis  bare  wittenes  eucryche  in  fat  house 

sane  he  fat  Ermenilde  slowhe  wij)  his  knyfe  627 

This  Gentil  kinge  haf  e  cauht  a  grete  motif 

Of  ])is  wittenes  And  ])ouht  he  wolde  enquere 

Depper  in  fis  caas  he  trouej)  for  to  lere  630 
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IF  Alas  Constance  fou  naste  no  champioun 

"Ne  fiht  cans  tow  noulit  so  walawaie 

Bot  lie  ]>at  for  ouie  redempcioim 

And  bonde  Sathan .  and  lytlie  jit  \>ere  he  laye  634 

So  be  ]7i  stronge  champion  fia  daie 

ffor  bot  if  criste  oopen  myracle  kyf  e 

Wife  outen  gilt  f ou  schalt  be  sleyne  also  swyje  637 

%  Sche  Sett  hir  doune  on  knes  arid  ]>as  sche  seyde 

Immortale  god  ))at  sauedest  Susan 

ffi*oni  false  blam  and  f  ou  mercyful  mayde 

Mary  .1.  mene  doubter  of  seint  Anne  641 

Beforne  vrhoa  childe  Angels  singe  osanne 

If  .1.  be  giltles  of  f  is  felonye 

Mi  soker  be.  for  elles  schal  .L  deye  644 

IT  Haue  30  nouht  seen  sum  tyme  a  pale  face 

Amonge  a  pres  of  him  ])at  haj^e  be  lad 

To  wardes  his  dej)  where  him  gat  no  grace 

And  suche  a  colour  in  his  face  ha)>  hadde  648 

])at  men  miht  knowe  his  face  pat  was  be-stadde 

Amonge  al  \>e  faces  in  ])at  route 

So  stant  Custance  and  loke])  hire  aboute  651 

IF  0  queens  leueinge  in  prospmte 

Duchesses  and  ladies  euerychon 

Haue  some  reu])e  of  his  aduersite 

An  Emperowr  doubter  stant  alone  poaf  ts]     655 

Sche  ha])e  no  whihte  to  whome  to  make  hire  mone 

O  blode  Eoial  ]7at  standest  in  yia  drede 

ffer  hue  ])in  frendes  att  ])i  grete  nede  658 

IT  This  allea  kinge  haf  suche  compassiot^n 

As  gentil  hert  is  fulfilled  of  pete 

p&t  from  his  yen  ran  fe  water  doune 

1^0 wo  hastely  do  feche  a  boke  quod  he  662 
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And  if  ])is  knylit  wil  swere  howe  p&t  sche 

This  womman  slowbe  jit  "wil  we  vs  avise 

Whome  ^at  we  wolde  ]>at  schal  be  ouie  lustice  665 

IT  A  breton  boke  wreten  wif  Je  euangelies 

Was  fett  and  on  fiB  boke  he  swore  anone 

Sche  giltif  was  in  \>e  mene  whiles 

An  hande  him  smote  ypon  fe  nekke  bone  669 

)}at  doune  he  fel  att  ones  as  a  stone 

And  bo))e  his  eyjen  borst  oute  of  his  face 

In  siht  of  euery  body  in  fat  place  672 

IT  A  voice  was  herde  in  general  audience 

And  seide  fou  haste  disclaundred  giltles 

The  doubter  of  holy  cherche  in  hiehe  presence 

Thus  hast  ^ovl  done  and  jit  .1.  mot  hold  my  pes  676 

Of  pis  Merueile  a-gast  was  al  pe  pres 

As  Mased  folke  pel  stoden  euerychone 

ffor  drede  of  wreche  saue  Constance  alone  679 

IT  Grete  was  \>e  dede  and  eke  pe  repentance 

Of  hem  ])at  hadden  wronge  suspecione 

Ypon  piB  cely  Innocent  Constance 

And  for  ]>is  miracle  in  conclusione  683 

And  by  Constance  Mediacione 

The  kinge  and  mony  a-no])er  in  pat  place 

Conuerted  was  ])onked  be  cristes  grace  686 

IT  This  fals  knyht  was  sleyne  for  his  yntrew])e 

Be  luggement  of  Allea  Hastelye 

And  Constance  ha])e  of  his  de))e  grete  rewj^e 

And  after  ])lb  ihesua  of  his  mercy  690 

Maade  Alia  wedden  ful  solempnely . 

)^  holy  mayden  ]>at  is  briht  and  schene 

And  pus  ha))o  criste  maad  Constance  a  queene  603 
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IT  Bet  who  was  woful .  If  .1.  schal  not  lye 

Of  J>i8  wedynge  bot  Domylda  and  no  mo 

j)e  kinges  moder  ful  of  Tiranny . 

Hir6  ])Ouht  hii  cursed  hert  braste  a  two      Oaf  78,  imck]     697 

Scbe  wolde  nouht  her  sonne  had  don  so 

Hir  ]^ouht  a  dispite  pat  he  scholde  take 

So  straimge  a  creature  Tnto  his  maake  700 

IT  Me  list  nouht  of  \>e  chaf  ne  of  Je  stre 

Maake  so  longe  a  tale  as  of  pe  come 

What  scholde  .1.  tellen  of  pe  royal te 

Of  J)e  Mariage  or  whiche  cours  go))  to  fome  704 

"Who  bloweJ>  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  home 

The  fruyte  of  eucry  tale  is  for  to  seie 

Thei  ete ,  and  dnnke  and  dance .  ami  singe  ajid  pleie   707 

IF  Thei  gone  to  bed  as  it  was  skiti  and  riht 

flfor  ]70uhe  pat  wyues  bene  holy  pinges 

Thei  must  take  a  pacience  a  nyht 

Suche  maner  necessaries  as  biene  plesinges  711 

To  foike  pat  hane  ywedded  hem  wip  ringes 

And  laie  a  lite  hire  holines  a  side 

As  for  pe  time  it  maie  non  oper  betide  7H 

IF  On  hire  he  gate  a  knaue  childe  anone 

And  to  a  bischop  and  his  Cunstabule  eke 

He  toke  his  wif  to  kepe  whan  he  is  gone 

To  scotelande  ward  his  fomen  for  to  seke  718 

Nowe  faire  Custance  pat  is  so  humble  and  meke 

8o  longe  is  gone  wip  childe  til  pat  still 

Sche  halt  hir  chambure  abideinge  att  cristes  will  721 

IF  The  time  is  come  a  knaue  childe  sche  bare 

Mauricius  att  pe  font  pei  him  caHe 

This  Constable  dop  forpe  come  a  Messagier 

And  wrote  to  his  kinge  pat  cleped  was  AUe  725 

LANSDOWNE    178    (6-T.  162) 


SIX-TEXT    163 

onoup  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  law's  tale.  LanHdowne  MS.  179 

Howe  )>at  J^is  blisful  tij^inge  was  be-falle 

And  o]7er  tij^inge  spedfol  for  to  seie 

He  take]?  fe  letter  and  for]7e  he  go])  his  weie  728 

IT  This  Messagier  to  done  his  auantage 

Vnto  fe  kinges  moder  ride]?  swyfe 

And  salue]?  hir6  ful  faire  in  his  langage 

Madame  quod  he  he  ^e  maye  glad  and  bhfe  732 

And  fonkep  god  an  hnndre])  ]70usand  sife 

My  lady  queene  haf  childe  wif  oute  doute 

To  loy  and  blisse  of  al  fis  regne  a-boute  735 

IT  Lo  here  fe  lettiea  selede  of  pe  ti]7inge 

^at  .1.  mote  here  wi]?  al  pe  hast  .1.  maie 

If  3e  wille  ouht  vn  to  30wre  sone  fe  kinge  . 

I  am  ^oure  seruant  bo]7e  niht  and  daie  [leaf  7ij     739 

Domilda  anseward  as  nowe  at  pis  time 

Bot  here  al  niht  .1.  wil  pai  pou  take  pi  rest 

To  morwe  will  .L  saie  what  me  lest  742 

IT  This  Messagier  dranke  sadly  ale  and  wyne 

And  stollne  was  his  httrea  priuely 

Out  off  his  box  while  he  slepe  as  a  swyne 

And  Conterfet  was  ful  sotely  746 

And  ofer  lettrea  wrouht  ful  sinfuly . 

Ynto  pe  kinge  direct  of  pis  matier 

£Ero  his  Constable  as  30  schal  after  here  749 

IT  The  lettie  spak  howe  pe  queene  deliuerd  was 

Of  so  honiblo  fendelyche  creature 

That  in  pe  Castel  none  so  hardy  was 

That  any  while  dorst  per  in  endure  753 

The  moder  was  an  eKe  be  aventure 

Ycome  be  charmes  or  be  sorceri 

And  eucry  whitte  hatej^e  hir  company  756 
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IT  Woo  was  ^is  kinge  whan  he  fia  lettre  had  seyne 

Bot  to  no  white  he  tolde  pis  sorwe  sore 

Bot  of  his  owen  he  wrote  ageyne 

"Welcome  be  pe  sonde  of  criste  for  euer  more  760 

To  me  ])at  am  nowe  lerend  in  his  lore 

Lord  welcom  be  ])i  lust  and  ])i  plesance 

Mi  lust  is  put  al  in  Jyine  ordinance  763 

IT  Kepe]7  J^is  childe  al  be  it  foule  or  fiEdre 

And  eke  my  wif  vnto  myne  home  cowynge 

Criste  whan  him  liste  maie  sende  me  an  heire 

More  Agreable  ])an  this  to  my  Kkinge  767 

This  letter  he  selejj  priuely  wepeinge 

Whiche  to  pe  Messagier  was  take  sone 

And  for])e  he  gofe  fare  is  nomore  to  done  770 

IT  0  Messagier  fulfilde  of  dronkennesse 

Stronge  is  J^i  bre]>e  J^i  limmes  faltem  aye 

And  j)ou  be-wreyest  al  sekumesse 

Thi  mynde  is  lome  pn  langelest  as  a  laye  774 

Thi  face  is  turned  in  a  newe  airaie 

There  drunkennesse  reygnep  in  any  route 

])ere  is  no  counsel  hidde  wi|)  outen  doute  777 

IT  0  domilda .  I  ne  haue  non  englisshe  digne 

Vnto  pi  malice  and  ])i  tirannye 

An  fer-for  to  pe  fende  .1.  pQ  resigne. 

Lat  him  endite  })i  traitery  [ieaf74,back]     781 

ffy  mannysshe  fy.  o  nay  be  god  J.  lye 

ffy  fendlyche  spirit  for  .1.  dare  wele  telle 

Thouhe  ]70u  here  walke  J>i  spirit  is  in  helle  784 

IT  This  Messagier  come])  £ro  pe  kinge  ajeine 

And  att  pe  kinges  moder  courte  he  li])e 

And  sche  was  of  J^is  Messagier  ful  £aine 

And  plesed  him  in  al  |)at  euer  sche  myht  788 
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He  dranke  and  wele  his  girdel  ynder  pyht 

He  slepe]?  and  he  fronte])  in  his  gise 

All6  nyht  til  fe  son  gan  rise  791 

IT  Eft  was  his  letters  stollen  euerychofi 

And  Conterfet  lettiea  in  yia  wise 

The  kinge  Commandej)  his  constable  a  none 

Vppeyne  of  hangeynge  or  an  hihe  lewys  795 

])at  he  ne  schold  suffur  in  no  wise 

Constance  inwi])e  his  regne  to  Abide 

Thre  daies  and  a  quarter  of  a  tide  798 

^  Bot  in  pe  same  schippe  as  he  hir  fonde 

Hire  and  hire  3onge  sone  and  hir  gere 

He  schold  putte  and  croude  fro  ]>e  londe 

And  Charger  pBt  sche  neuer  eft  com  peie  802 

0  my  Constance  wele  may  |)i  goste  haue  fere 

And  slepeinge  in  ^i  dreme  be  in  penance 

Whan  Domilda  cast  al  yia  ordinance  805 

IT  This  Messagier  on  morwe  whan  he  woke 

Ynto  pe  castel  halt  ^e  next  waie 

And  to  pe  Constable  he  ^e  letter  toke 

And  whan  ]>at  he  ])is  pitous  lettre  saye  809 

fful  oft  he  seide  alas  and  walawaie 

Lord  criste  quod  he  howe  maie  ])is  lettie  endure 

So  wooful  of  synne  is  mony  a  creature  812 

IT  0  myhti  god .  if  fat  it  be  f i  wille 

Sethe  ])Owe  is  riht-ful  lugge  howe  maie  it  be 

]?at  povL  wilt  suffur  Innocent  to  spills 

An  wikked  folk  reigne  in  prosperite  816 

0  good  Constance  alas  so  woo  is  me 

Jjat  .1.  mot  be  pi  tormentowr  or  deye 

On  schames  dep  pevQ  is  none  o]7er  weie  819 
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IT  Wepen  bofe  jonge  and  oldo  in  al  fat  place 

Whan  ])at  ]7e  kinge  ])is  cursede  letter  sent 

And  Costance  wi]?  a  dedly  pale  face 

])e  fer])e  dale  to  warde  ]7e  schippe  ache  wente     [loaf  75]    823 

Bot  KaJ^eles  sche  take]?  in  goode  entente 

)9e  -will  of  ciifite  aTid  kneleinge  att*  ]7e  stronde 

Sche  seide  lorde  ay  welcome  be  j>i  sonde  826 

IT  He  fat  me  keppet  fro  f e  fals  blame 

While  .y.  was  in  f  e  londe  aiuonges  30we 

He  can  me  kepe  from  arme  and  eke  frome  schame 

In  salt  see  al-fouhe  .1.  see  nou3t  howe  830 

As  stronge  as  euer  he  was  he  is  riht  nowe 

In  him  trust  .1.  aiid  in  his  moder  dere 

])at  is  to  me  my  saile  and  eke  my  stere  833 

%  Hire  litel  childe  laie  wepeinge  in  hir  arme 

And  knelynge  pitusly  to  him  sche  seide 

Pees  litel  son  .1.  wifi  do  fe  none  harme 

Wif  fat  f e  kerchef  of  hir  hede  sche  braide  837 

And  oner  his  litel  yen  sche  it  leide 

And  in  hir  arme  sche  lullef  it  ful  fast 

And  in  to  heuen  her  yen  vp  sche  cast  840 

IF  Moder  q?/od  sche  and  Maiden  briht  Marie 

Sof e  is  fat  f oruh  wommannes  egment 

Man  kinde  was  lome  and  dampned  aye  to  deye 

Ifor  whiche  f  i  childe  was  on  a  crois  rente  844 

\A  blisfully  yen  sawhe  aH  his  tomement 

Than  is  fere  no  comparison  be-twene 

J)i  woo  and  any  woo  man  may  susteigne  847 

IT  Thowe  sawhe  f i  sonne  slayne  to  for  fin  ey^ene 

And  3it  leuef  now  my  childe  parfaie 

Now  lady  to  whome  al  woful  cryjen 

Thow  glorie  of  wo7?imanhode  fou  faire  male  851 
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])oa  haven  of  refute  briht  sterre  of  dale 

Hew  on  my  cbilde  ]7at  of  fi  gentillesse 

Hewest  on  ea^ry  rewful  in  destrisse  854 

^  0  litel  childe  alas  what  is  j>i  gilte 

))at  neuer  wroohtest  sinne  as  3it  panle 

Whi  wil  fi  hard  fader  haue  ^e  spilte 

0  merci  dere  constable  quod  sche  858 

As  lat  my  litel  childe  dwel  here  wif  pe 

And  if  ])oa  darst  nooht  saue  him  frome  blame 

So  kegse  him  ones  in  his  faders  name  861 

IT  Ther-mf  sche  loked  bakward  to  fe  londe 

And  seide  fare  wel  husbonde  rew]7eles 

And  yp  sche  rise]?  a7id  walke^  doune  fe  stronde 

To  warde  pQ  schippe  hir  folowe])  al  pe  prees  [iMf  75,  tMu:ki 

And  euer  sche  praie]?  her  childe  to  holde  his  pees 

And  take])  hire  leue  and  wij)  an  holy  entent 

Sche  blisse]}  hir  and  in  to  schippe  sche  went  868 

IT  Vitailled  was  f  e  schip  it  is  no  drede 

Abundantly  for  hire  ful  longe  space 

And  opere  necessaries  ^at  schold  nede 

Sche  had  .I.-nowhe  heried  be  goddes  grace  872 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.I 

And  bringe  hire  home  .1.  can  no  better  sale 

Bot  in  ^e  see  sche  driue]?  for]?  hire  waie  875 


[PART  III.] 

IT  Alia  pQ  kinge  come))  home  sone  after  pia 

Ynto  his  Castel  of  p^  whiche  .1.  tolde 

And  axe]7  where  his  wif  and  his  childe  is 

The  Constable  gan  aboute  his  hert  colde  879 
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And  pleinly  al  ^e  man^  he  him  tolde 

As  30  hane  herde  .1.  kan  tel  it  no  better 

And  schewe])  pe  kinge  his  seal  and  his  letter  882 

IT  And  seide  lorde  as  ^e  commaunded  me 

Vp  peine  of  def  so  haue  .1.  done  certeine 

This  Messagier  tumended  was  til  he 

Most  be-knowen  and  tellen  plat  and  pleine  886 

filrom  nyht  to  nyht  where  feX  he  had  leine 

And  f  US  be  witte  and  soubtile  enquereinge 

Imagened  was  be  wham  J^is  harme  gan  springe  889 

IT  The  hande  was  knowe  fat  fe  lettre  wrote 

And  al  f  e  venym  of  J)is  cursed  dede 

Bot  in  what  wise  certeinh  .1.  note 

J>e  effecte  is  pia  fat  oute  of  drede  893 

TTifl  moder  he  slowhe  fat  mai  men  pleinli  redo 

ffor  fat  sche  traitot^r  was  to  hire  legance 

Thus  endef  olde  Domylda  wif  meschaunce  896 

IT  The  sorwe  fat  f is  Alia  nyht  aTid  daye 

Makef  for  his  wif  and  his  childe  also 

Ther  is  no  tunge  fat  it  telle  male 

Bot  now  wil  .1.  vnto  Custance  go  900 

J)at  fletef  in  f  e  se  in  peine  and  wo 

pre  3ere  and  more  as  liked  crist  sonde 

Or  fat  hir  schip  approched  vnto  f e  londe  903 

IT  Vnder  an  heyf  en  castel  att  f  e  last 

Of  whiche  f  e  name  in  my  text  not  .1.  finde 

Custance  and  eke  hir  childe  f  e  see  vpkast 

Al  myhti  fat  sauef  al  mankinde  907 

Haue  on  Constance  and  hire  childe  sum  mynde  pwrf  7«] 

That  fallen  is  in  heyf  e  honde  eft  sone . 

In  pointe  to  spille  as  .1.  scaH  tel  ^owe  sone  910 
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IT  Done  fro  pe  Casiel  commep  pere  monj  a  whibte 

To  gaoren  on  fia  schep  and  on  Constance 

Bot  schorUy  fro  fe  castel  on  a  nyht 

The  lord  steweard  god  3iae  him  meschance  914 

A  fe£  ]7at  had  reneyde  oure  creance 

Com  vn  schip  alon  and  seide  he  schold 

Hir  lemman  be  where  Bche  wolde  or  nolde  917 

IT  Woo  was  fis  wreched  woTTiman  woo  be  gone 

Hir  Childe  cride  and  sche  cried  pitouslj 

Bot  bHsse-fol  Marye  helped  hir  a  none 

ffoT  wi]7^  hir  strogelinge  wele  and  myhtily  921 

The  ^f  fel  oneie  pe  horde  al  sodanly . 

And  in  ^  se  he  drenched  for  vengance 

And  ^os  hsLp  crist  vnyenemed  keped  Costance  924 

IT  O  fonle  lost  of  Inxurie  lo  ]7ine  ende 

Not  onely  ^at  ^ou  faintest  mannes  mynde 

Bot  yerraili  pou  wilt  his  body  schende 

The  ende  of  f  i  werk  or  of  f  i  lust-is  blinde  928 

Is  compleigneinge  howe  many  oone  men  maie  finde 

))at  not  for  werke  sum  time  bot  for  pe  entente 

To  done  J>is  sinne  bene  ejpoi  sleyne  or  schente  931 

IT  Howe  maie  ]7iB  wayko  woTTiman  haue  pQ  strenke]? 

Hir  to  dofende  a^eine  pia  renegate 

0  golyas  ynmesurable  of  lenge]7e 

Howe  myht  dauid  make  ^e  so  mate  935 

So  ^onge  and  of  Armour  so  desolate 

Howe  dorst  he  loke  vpon  fi  dredeful  face 

Wele  maie  men  seen  it  is  bot  goddes  grace  938 

IT  Who  ^af  Judith .  Corage  or  hardinesse 

To  slene  him  Olefernus  in  his  tent 

And  to  deliuer  oute  of  wrechednesse 

pe  peple  of  god  .1.  seide  for  pia  entente  942 

LANSBOWNS   186  (6-T.  159) 


SIX-TEXT   160 

18d  GHoup  Bl  §  2.  MAN  OF  LAw's  TALEL  Lanfldowno  MS. 

])at  riht  as  god  spiiet  and  vigor  sente 

To  heme  and  saued  hem  out  of  meschance 

So  sent  he  myht  and  vigor  to  Constance  945 

IT  ffor  gofe  hir  schipe  ]7oruhe  oute  fe  narow  mou]7e 

Of  lubalter  and  pens  driueinge  aye 

Sum  tim  west  and  sum  tim  nor^e  and  souj^e 

And  som  time  est  ful  mony  a  wery  dale .  949 

Til  cristes  moder  bHssed  be  sche  aye  [leaf  76,  back] 

Ha^  schapen  ]7oruhe  hire  endeles  goodenes 

To  make  an  hende  of  al  her  heuenes  952 

IT  Now  latte  vs  stent  of  Constance  hot  a  f  rowe 

An  speke  we  of  pe  Eomaine  Emperowr 

That  oute  of  Surry  hafe  be  letters  knowe 

The  slawhte  of  Cristen  folk  a7id  dishonoz^r  956 

Done  to  his  doubter  be  a  fals  traitour 

.1.  mene  pe  Curssed  wikked  Sawdanesse 

pai  att  fe  fest  le  slen  bo]7e  more  and  losse  959 

^  ffor  whiche  pia  Emp^our  ha])  sent  anone 

His  Senatour  wi))  roial  ordinance 

And  ofer  lordes  god  wote  manyone 

On  Surriens  to  taken  hir  vengeance  963 

The!  brennen  slene  and  bri7»gen  hem  to  meschance 

ffol  mony  a  day  hot  schortly  pia  is  pe  ende 

Homwarde  to  Home  ^ei  schapen  hem  to  wende  966 

IT  This  Senator  repaire]?  wif  vittorie 

To  Homewarde  seileinge  ful  Eoialy 

And  mette  pe  schippe  driueynge  as  aeipe  pe  storie 

In  whiche  Constance  sitte  ful  pitously.  970 

No  J'inge  ne  knewe  he  what  sche  was  ne  whi 

Sche  was  in  Suche  aray  ne  sche  wil  seye 

Of  hir  estate  ^ouhe  sche  schold  deie  973 
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^  He  bnnge^  hir  to  Eome  And  to  his  wif 

He  )af  biie  and  hire  ^onge  sone  also 

And  wi]7  ^e  Senatni  sche  led  hir  lif 

Thus  can  owre  lady  bringen  oute  of  wo  977 

Woful  Constance  and  mony  anoj^ere  mo 

And  longe  time  dwelled  sche  in  J^is  place 

In  holy  werkes  euer  as  was  hire  grace  980 

IT  The  Senatour  wif  hire  ^Aunte  was  c^  ms  eorr^ctedi 

Bot  for  al]7at  sche  knewe  hiie  neuere  more 

J.  wil  no  longer  tarien  in  ]7is  cas 

Bot  to  kinge  Alia  whiche  J.  spake  of  ^ore  984 

That  for  his  wif  wepe]?  and  sike]?  sore 

.L  wil  retome  and  lete  .1.  wil  Constance 

Vnder  J»e  Senatour  gouemance  987 

Kinge  Alia  whiche  ^at  had  his  moder  sleyne 

Yppon  a  dale  fel  in  suche  repentance 

}>Q,t .  if  .L  schortly  tellen  schali  and  pleyne 

To  Bome  he  come^  to  receyuen  his  penance  991 

And  pat  him  in  ]7e  popes  ordinan[c]e  cienf  77] 

In  hihe  and  lowe  and  ihc^u  crist  bensouht 

£for-9eue  his  wikked  werke  p&t  he  wrouht  994 

^  The  fame  anone  ^orwhe  Home  tonne  is  bome 

Howe  alia  kinge  scha  com  in  pilgrenage 

Be  herberionres  ^at  went  him  be  fome 

fTor  whiche  ^e  Senatour  as  was  pe  vsage  998 

Eode  him  ajeine  and  mony  of  his  lignage 

Als  wele  to  schewe  his  magnificence 

As  to  done  any  kenge  a  reuerence  1001 

IT  Grete  chiere  do]7e  pia  noble  Senatour 

To  kinge  Alia  and  he  to  him  also 

Eueriche  of  hem  do]?  to  o]»ere  grete  honour 

And  so  be-fel  p&i  on  a  daie  or  two  1005 
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This  Senatux  is  to  kmge  AlU  go 

To  feste  and  schorUy  if  .1.  sehal  i^>uht  lye 

Costanco  son^  in  his  companye  10Q8 

IT  Som  men  wald  seine  att  fe  request  of  Custance 

This  Senatot^r  ha]»e  ledde  ^is  childe  to  fest 

•I.  maie  not  tel  euery  Circumstance 

Be  as  be  may  pere  he  was  at  lest  1012 

Bot  so]»  ^18  is  ]7at  att  his  moder  hest 

Be-forne  Alia  dureinge  ^e  mete  space 

The  childe  stode  lokeinge  in  pe  kinges  face  1015 

IT  This  Alia  kinge  ha])  of  piB  childe  grete  wonder 

And  to  fe  Senator  he  seide  a  none 

Whos  is  ^at  faire  childe  ^at  stonde^  ponder 

.1.  note  quod  he  be  god  and  be  seinte  lohfl  1019 

A  moder  he  haj^e  bot  fader  h&fe  he  none 

p&t  .L  of  wote  and  schortly  schortly  in  a  stounde 

He  tolde  Alia  ho  we  ^at  J>is  childe  was  foimde  1022 

IT  Bot  god  woote  quod  ^\b  Senatot^r  also 

So  vertuouse  a  leuere  in  my  lyf 

Sawhe  .1.  neu^  as  sche .  ne  herd  of  moo 

Of  werldly  wemmen ,  Maiden  or  wif  1026 

.1.  dar  wele  sale  sche  had  leuer  a  knyf 

Thoruhe  hir  breste  ]7an  bene  a  womman  wik 

There  is  no  man  couJ>e  bringe  hire  to  ^at  prik  1029 

IT  Nowe  was  ^is  childe  as  like  vn  to  custance 

Ab  possible  as  is  a  creature  to  be 

This  Alia  hape  ]7e  face  in  remembrance 

Of  Dame  Custance  and  )»<3re-oQ  muse4  h^  1033 

If  p&t  fe  childes  moder  weer  ouht  sche  Deaf  77,  i)^] 

That  is  wif  and  priuely  he  siht 

And  sped  him  fro  ]7e  table  ^at  he  myht  1036 
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^  Par  faye  fouht  lie  Je  fantoine  is  in  myn  hedd 

.1.  hauht  demen  of  skilful  Inggement 

))at  in  pe  salt  se  my  wif  is  dede 

And  afterward  he  maade  bis  Argument  1040 

What  wote  .1.  if  ]7at  ciist  hire  ha^  hider  sent 

.Mi.  wyf  be  see  as  wele  as  he  hire  sent 

To  my  contre  from  fens  ))at  sche  was  went  1043 

IF  And  after  none  home  wip  pe  Senatour 

Go^e  Alia  for  to  seen  pis  wonder  chaunce 

This  Senatour  do)»  alia  a  grete  hononre 

And  hastely  sent  after  Custance  1047 

Truste]^  wele  hire  liste  noubt  to  daunce 

Whan  J>at  sche  wiste  where  for  was  ^at  sonde 

Vnnefe  vp  vpon  hire  feete  sche  myht  stonde  1050 

IT  Whan  Alia  sanbe  his  wif  faire  he  hire  grete 

And  wepped  f&t  it  was  reu])e  for  to  see 

ffor  att  fe  first  loke  be  on  hire  sette 

He  knewe  wele  verraile  ]>at  it  was  sche  1054 

And  for  sorwe  as  dombe  stant  as  a  tre 

So  was  hir  hert  schette  in  hire  distresse 

When  sche  remembred  bis  ynkindenesse  1057 

IT  Twys  sche  swownede  in  his  owen  sibt 

He  wepe  and  him  excuse))  pitusly 

God  quod  he  and  his  Halowes  briht 

So  wisly  of  my  soule  as  haue  mercy  1061 

That  of  ^ouxe  harme  as  gelteles  am  /I. 

As. is  Moris  my  soti6  so  like  ^owre  face 

Elles  pe  fende  me  feche  out  of  fiB  place  1064 

IT  Longe  was  ^e  sobynge  and  ]7e  bitter  peine 

Or  fat  hir  woful  hertes  myht  cesse 

Grete  was  was  pe  pite  for  to  here  hem  pleine 

Thoruhe  whiche  plelntes  gan  her  woo  encres  1068 
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I.  pray  30W  al  my  l&bour  to  relese 

.1.  male  nouht  tel  hir  woo  vn-to  to  morwe 

J.  am  so  wery  to  speke  of  hir  sorwe  1071 

^  Bot  fynally  whan  fat  pe  sojje  is  wist 

That  Alia  gilteles  was  of  hir  woo 

.1.  trowe .  an  .C.  times  bene  pei  kist 

And  suche  a  blisse  is  ]»ere  be-tuex  hem  two  1075 

That  sane])  pe  ioy  peX  laste]?  euer  mo  Deaf  78] 

There  is  none  like  pat  any  creature 

Haf  seen  or  schal  while  )»e  werlde  maye  dure  1078 

if  Tho  praide  sche  hir  husbond  mekly 

In  releueinge  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne 

pa  he  wolde  praie  hir  fader  8[p]ecialy 

That  he  of  his  hihe  Magestee  enclyne  1082 

To  vowchesaue  som  day  vrip  him  to  dyne 

Sche  praide  him  eke  he  scholde  be  no  weie 

Vnto  hire  fader  no  worde  of  hir  seie  1085 

IT  Som  men  wold  sey  howe  fat  f e  Childe  morice 

Dof  f  is  Message  vn-to  j>is  Emperour 

Bot  as  .1.  gesse  Alia  was  nouht  so  nyce 

To  him  fat  was  of  so  souereigne  honoure  1089 

As  he  fat  is  of  cristen  folke  f e  floure 

Sent  any  Childe  but  it  is  bet  to  deme 

He  went  him  selfe  and  so  it  maie  wele  seme  1092 

If  This  Emperoore  haf  graunted  gentilly 

To  come  to  denere  as  he  him  besouht 

And  wele  rede  .1.  he  loked  besyly . 

Vpon  fis  child .  and  on  his  doubter  f  ouht  1096 

Alia  gof  e  to  his  Inne  as  him  ouhte 

And  array  for  fis  feste  in  enerj  wise 

As  fcrforf  e  as  his  comynge  maie  sufEse  1099 
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IT  The  morwe  cam  and  Alia  gan  him  diesse 

And  eke  his  wif  ^is  emp^of^r  for  to  mete 

And  for])e  ]rei  redde  in  loy .  and  in  gladnesse 

And  whan  sche  seyhe  hire  fader  in  J>e  strete  1103 

Sche  lihte^  adoune  and  falle]?  him  to  fete 

ffader  quod  sche  3onre  3onge  childe  Constance 

Is  nowe  ful  clene  oute  of  30UTe  remembrance  1106 

IT  .1.  am  3oare  douhter  Constance  quod  sche 

That  whilome  3e  sente  vnto  Surrye 

It  am  .1.  fader  f&t  in  salt  see 

Was  put  alone  and  dampned  for  to  dye  1110 

Goode  fader  to  30we  J.  crye 

Sende  me  no  more  ^  in  to  hey]7ennesse  [>  n  M$tMfud  te  nO] 

Bot  ^onke  my  lorde  here  of  his  kindenesse  1113 

%  Who  kan  pe  pytons  loy  tellen  ali 

Be-twixe  hem  piee  Beppen  ]7ei  hue  ^us  ymett 

Bot  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  .1.  schall 

The  day  go])e  fast  .L  wil  no  longer  lette  1117 

This  gladde  folke  to  denere  pei  hem  sette  Deaf  78,  bMic] 

In  loy  and  blisse  att  pe  mete  .1.  lete  hem  dwelld 

A.  ]7ousand  folde  wel  mor  ]^an  .1.  can  telk  1120 

^  pia  Childe  Moris  was  Bip&D.  Emp^rour 

Maade  be  ])e  pope  an  leued  Cristienly 

To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  grete  honoure 

Bot  I.  lat  al  his  stoiie  passen  hie  1124 

Of  Constance  is  my  tale  sekerlie 

In  olde  Bomeyne  gestes  men  mai  finde 

Moris  lif  .1.  here  it  nouht  in  mynde  1127 

%  This  kinge  Alia  whan  he  his  time  seie 

Wi]7  his  Custance  his  holy  wif  so  swete 

To  Ingelonde  biie  pei  comen  ^e  riht  weie 

Where  as  pei  leue  in  loy  and  in  quyete  1131 
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Bot  litel  while  it  laste^  .1.  jowe  hete 

loy  of  pia  werlde  for  time  wil  noii3t  abide 

firo  day  to  nyht  it  chaunge])  as  ^e  tide  1134 

IT  Who  so  leuef  euer  in  suche  delite  a  daie 

^at  ne  meued  eyfer  conscience 

Or  ire  or  talent  or  siunkin  afraie 

Envie  or  pride  or  passion  or  offense  1138 

.1.  ne  saie  bot  pia  ende  j>is  sentense 

^at  litel  while  in  loy  or  in  plesance 

Laste^  fQ  blisse  of  alia  wip  Constance  1141 

^  Sat  dep  p&t  takep  of  hihe  arid  louhe  his  rent 

Whan  passed  was  a  3ere  euen  as  .1.  gesse 

Oute  of  pia  werlde  kinge  Alia  he  hente 

ffore  whome  Constance  ha^e  fnl  grete  heninesse  1145 

Now  latt  Ts  preyne  Grod  his  soule  blisse 

And  dam  Constance  fynally  to  seye 

To  warde  pe  tonne  of  Home  gope  hire  weye  1 148 

IT  To  Eome  is  comen  is  comen  pia  holy  creature 

And  fynde^e  here  fi^ndes  hole  and  sounde 

Now  is  sche  scaped  al  hir  a-venture 

Whan  sche  hir  fader  ha^  founde  1152 

Doune  on  hir  knees  faUe]>  sche  to  grounde 

Wepeinge  for  tendumesse  in  hert  bli^e 

Sche  herie]?  god  a  .C.  |70usand  Bipe  1155 

IT  In  vertu  and  holy  almosdede 

Thei  lenen  al .  and  neuer  a  sonder  wende 

Til  depe  depart  hem  pia  lif  ^i  lede 

An  fare  nowe  wele  my  tale  is  att  an  ende  1159 

Kowe  ihe«u  criste  ]7at  of  his  myht  maye  sende  [leaf  7^1 

loy  after  woo  goueme  vs  in  his  grace 

And  kepe  vs  al  ]»at  bene  in  p\a  place  1162 

Explicit  fiabula  legi^  pe/iti. 
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BEX-TEXT    167 

GROUP  B.  §  3.  MAN  OF  LAw's  £ND-LiNE«  LaiiBdowna  MS.  193 


Incipit  TfrologUB  Armigeri.  [m  ^^791 

OWre  Ost  ypon  his  stereps  stode  anone 
And  seide  goode  men  herkene^  eu^rjchone 
This  was  a  piefty  tale  for  fe  nones 

Sir  pariche  preste  quod  he  for  goddes  bones  1166 

Tel  Ys  a  tale  as  was  fi  forward  3ore 
.L  se  welee  fat  je  lemed  men  in  lore 
Can  muchel  goode  be  goddes  dignite 
The  person  him  anseward  benedicite  1170 

What  eyley  J^e  man  so  sinfuly  to  swere 
Owr  oste  anseward  lankin  be  ^e  ])ere 
.1.  smel  a  loller  in  fe  wjnde  quod  he 
How  good  men  quod  oure  oste  herkene^  me  1174 

Abide^  for  goddes  deyne  passione 
ffor  we  schal  haue  a  predicacione 
This  loller  wiH  prechen  her  samwhat 
Nay  be  my  fader  sowle  fat  sal  he  nat  1178 

Seid  pe  swyere  her  schal  he  nouht  preche 
He  schal  no  gospel  glosen  here  ne  teche 
He  leae]7  al  in  f  e  grete  god  he 

He  wolde  sowen  snm  difficulte  1182 

Or  sprengen  cokel  in  oure  clone  come 
And  ))ar-for  oste  .L  wame  pe  be-fome 
Mi  loly  body .  schal  a  tale  t^ 

And  .L  schal  klynken  ^ow  so  mery  a  bdi  1186 

]>at  .L  schal  waken  al  pia  compaignie 
Bot  it  schal  not  bien  of  philosophie 
Ne  fisleas  ne  tumies  queynte  of  lawe 
There  is  bot  litel  latine  in  my  mawe  1190 

Explicit*  prologas. 

[The  SquMs  Tale  follows  in  the  MS,] 
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terest 


Tuhlishera :  N.  TrCbsstbk  at^td  Co.,  60,  PaternoBter  Row,  E.G. 

Son,  See. :  H.  B.   "WHBAxr-BY,   Esq.,  53,  Bcrners  Street,  London,  W. 

B^nkeri ;  The  Union  Banic  o*-  Xxjndon,  Regent  Stheet  Branch,  U,  Ansyll 

Place,  W.  "•' 

The  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  in  1864  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  mass  of  Old  English  Litera-tiiro  within  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  student,  and  of 
wiping  away  the  reproach  under  whioh  England  has  long  rested  of  having  felt  liftlo 
interest  in  the  monuments  of  tier  early  life  and  language. 

A  laiige  proportion  of  our  early  literature  is  still  unprinted,  and  much  that  has  been 
printed  by  exclusive  eluhs  is  almost  a«  inaccessible  as  that  which  reraams  in  MS. 
The  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  desires  to  print  in  its  Original  Series  the  whole  of  our  unprinted 
MS  Uterature,  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful  editions  all  that  is  most 
valuable  of  printed  MSS  and  early  printed  books. 

The  Society  has  issued  to  its  Biibscribers  Fif ty-eight  Texts,  most  of  them  of  great  in- 

rest ;  80  much  so  mdeed  that  tlie  publications  of  the  first  throe  years  have  been  for 

me  time  out  of  print,  and  a  special  Fund  has  had  to  be  opened  for  reprinting  themt 
The  reprint  of  the  Texte  for  1864  is  finistt,  and  that  for  1865  is  now  at  press. 

The  Subscription  U  £1  1*.  a  year  [and  £1  1*.  (Largo  Paper,  £2  2*.)  additional  for 
tJie  Extra  Sebies]  due  in  advancfe  on  the  Ist  of  Janu art,  and  should  be  paid  either 
^  the  Society's  Account  at  tlie  XTnion  Bank  of  London,  14,  Argyll  Phice,  Regent 
Street,  W.,  or  by  post-office  order  (mn^^  ^^^^^l^^  ^^"^  ^^»«^  Office,  London)  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  Henry  B    Wh battle y,  Esq.,  63,  Bomcrs  Sti-oet,  London,  W. 

THe  Society^i  Re^rt,  February,   1871,  with  Lists  of  past  Texts,  and  Texts  to.be 

Pubhsht  in  future  years,  etc.  etc.,  c*»  ^  ^^  ^"^  application  to  the  Hon.  Sec.  or  the 

I^ubliahers, 

•  ' 

^'(or  {„  Chief:— F.  J-  Ft' R!*IVAI.I.,  3  Old  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn,  VT.Q. 

The  Socieh,'.  »  i.i-    ^«        -.~>  isBVLcA  »"  *^2  S*",««<  «'  ■whieli  the  first  contoins  the 
^^'=«^ZTn:^^^^T-iX»'^^  "^^^  Second  .uch  originals  of,  and  essays  SS 

"«*  Society's  i«„e  for  1868  is,  ««  the  Fi«t  SeriM, 

I.  Th«  u    1  ,  -wr    j.^lit's  T«l<''  ,*'*  •""  Cantcrbniy  Talcs,  fn  6  parallel 

.  T«ta^V^^^"^«  ?f  SS  Da^«*  b«'»y).  »»ffter  wiX  Tabled  sho,rSr'l2 
Awtto  (from  the  6  M&o  -T^-heir  varymjc  order  in  38  MSS  of  the  TaIo«  »Vwi 
Groups  of  the  Talc«.  ««i^^d  also  Specimens  fn.m^verarMSS  of  *h? 
*M**  "H  e^*^  ^'."°£  the  CanteAujy  Tales.-The  Shipman's  P  Jo-m^ 

11   TK?^**^^*<^8  ^<^r  them-          ,  Tale  from  the  Ellesmere   MS. 

Ij J-  ^'le  Prologue  and  Kni*?^^  **  „         ,i      „     Hengwrt       „     154 

IV.    "          yy          ,j            yy  „         »>       »>    Cambridge    „     Gg.  4.  27 

V.    I'         »         „           yy  „        »      »    ^""^^^         "    O^ord 

VI.    ;»          »,          „            »*  „         M      »'     Petworth      „ 

VII.      '           »»           99             »»  ,,         "       »     Lansdowne    „     851 

(•^Panite  1-1    '      "  "  '*     -    ^  tUo  6-TexteditioninNo.  I.) 

V  '^te  188U06  of  the  Texts  fonm^^^  ^^ 

\?iV"Tk'  ^^'  ^^^^  ^'^^  ^'°  *^^  ^^  Cook'^'rales:   Ellesmere  MS.. 
IX;  ^*»o  Mijier'^  Keevc's,  ^rx<l  ^  „        Hengwrt     „  with  an 

X.     "         „  „  "  „  '»        Cambridge  „     I      Appendix  of  • 

XI.     "         „  „  »'  ',  "        S^!P"\v     "     I      "Gameh-n- 

XII.     "         „  ,,  »'  ,,  "        Petworth     „  from  six  MSS. 

XIII.     "  n  ,,  "  ,»  "        Lansdowne,,     J 

(•^pam'te  11         "  ''  '*-r,ir  tlxc  6-Text,  Part  II,  Xo.  XIV.) 

^   ';  ^««^08  of  the  Texts  fornixn^ 
^®  issue  f  ^      -Cirst  series* 

XIV   Tt.    ^''^870  is,  in  tHe  --^        ^,>oW«'  Talcs,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spurious 
•  -ihe  XfiiT    .    T>      .«'^    nTi<l    '^,i,.i  Texts. 
'P    -^lillerV  Reeve  *«?  "  -,.iri*ll*^*^ 

^*le  of  Gamelyn,  i»  ^  ^* 


The  issue  for  1871  is,  in  tbe  First  Series, 

XY.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  witli  Chaucer's  own 
Tale  of  tiir  Thopas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  named,  and  10 
coloured  drawings  af  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  EUesmere  MS. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
XVII.     „      „     „      „        „        „      „  Cambridge  MS. 
Xyill.     „      „     „      „        „        „       „  Corpus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Taleg,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 
XX..  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
{each  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  dra^-ings  of  Tellera  of  Tales  in  the  Ellesmere  MS.), 

XXI.  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I : — 'The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the  Duchesse,' 
from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1532,  the  Tanner  MS  346,  and  Fairfax  MS  16 ;  *the 
Parlement  of  Foules,'  from  six  MSS  y  and  *  the  Complaynt  of  Pile  *  and 
*the  Complayni  of  Mars,'  each  from  four  MSS, — is  at  press,  and  will  be 
issued  as  soon  as  it  is  ready,  though  it  may  have  to  count  as  a  publieatioa  ol 
the  year  1872. 

Of  tbe  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

1.  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspcre  and  Chaucer,  by 
Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.K.S.  '  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation  of 
Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  excellent  and  exhaustive  Papers  on  tbe  use  of  the  final  e  by 
Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's  ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Oower  (in  Dr  Penlx's 
ed.  of  the  Confemo  Amantie). 

2-  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works :  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Re\'iew  of  Sandras's 
1&  nde  8ur  Chaucer^  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  31.  A. ;  2.  A  13th-centnry 
Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipman*8  Tale),  edited  by  Mr  E.  Brock. 

8.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.,  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series  tbe  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  English  Pronunciation  Math  especial  reference  to  Shakspcre  and  Chaucer,  by 
Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Series  the  issue  for  1 870  is, 

5.  English  Pronunciation  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspicre  and  Chaucer,  by 
Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  III. 


Of  the  Seeond  Series  the  issue  for  1871  will  bo 

6.  The  original  of  Chaucer's  Man  of  Law's  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French 
Chronicle  of  Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  66,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later 
copy,  ab.  1400,  in  the  National  Librarj'  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a 
translation,  by  Mr  Edmund  Brock.  AIsjo,  two  French  poems  resembling  the  Reeve's 
Tale.  ^     •  .      .      •  [Irt  the  Press. 

7.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works :  3.  John  of  Hoveden's  Practica  C'Ai- 
////f/r/,' edited  from 'the  MS,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr  E.  Brock.  4.  Chaucer's  use 
of  the  final  e,  by  Joseph  Pajme,  Esq.,  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Dr  R.  F.  Wey-* 
mouth's  Paper  on  Aiiglo-Saxon  and  Early  English  Pronunciation.        [In  the  Press. 

8.  Prof.  Bemhard  Ten  Brink's  **  Chaucer :  Studies  on  the  History  of  nis  Devclope- 
ment,  and  the  Chronolofry  of  his  Writings,"  Part  I,  translated  by  >Ii88  Ottilie  Blind* 
and  revised  by  the  author. 

For  1872,  Part  IV  of  the  Six-Text  edition,  containing  the  Tales  of  Melibe,  the 
Monk,  and  the  Nun's  PrieKt,  will  soon  go  to  ])rcsH,  for  the  First  Series.  For  the 
Sctond,  *  A  detailed  CompariK«iii  of  the  TvoyhiH  and  Cnjavijde  ^vith  Boccaccio's  i^iVo*- 
trdto,'  by  W.  Michael  RoshHTXi,  lisq.,  is  nearly  linisht,  und  *  A  detailed  Comparison 
of  Chaucer's  Kuiyht's  Ink  with  the  Tvseide  of  Boccaccio,'  by  IlE^nY  Wakd,  Esq,, 
of  the  MS  Department  of  the  British  Mu.seum,  is  pi-eparinp. 

The  second  French  work  ^^•ill  be  cither  Reuaud  dc  l^oucnh's  Lirre  de  Melih^e  et  de 
Pnc.hnce  (Irom  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Cousolotioiiis^  A.I).  1246)  or  Guillaiune 
de  MiichauU'h  l>it  dti  Lijon,  tlie  possible  orig^inal  of  Chaucer's  lost  Hook  of  the  Lep^ 
edited  from  the  MSS,  for  the  lir^t  time,  by  Monsieur  Pavl  Meykr.  This  will  be 
followed  by  such  originals  of  Chaucer's  other  works  as  are  kno\%'n,  bnt  are  not  of  easy 
access  to  subwiibers. 

Messrs  Triibner  k  Co.,  of  60,  Patcniostor  Row,  Lr.ndon,  E.C.,  are  the  Society's 
pilbli^hers,  Messrs  Childs  its  i)rintcrs,  and  the  Union  Bank,  Chancer}'  Lane,  London, 
W.C.  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subsiri])tion  is  two  ^aiineas,  due  on  ever}*  1st  Januarj', 
bc^nnnin;r  Nvith  Jan.  1,  18GS.     M'>n-  MittiU'ra  an'  lanitvd. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  University,  Mas^a^hu^etts,  ii?  the  Society's  Honorary 
Secretary  for  America.  Members'  names  and  .-xubx'rit.tion^  nmv  be  Pent  to  the  Pub- 
U»her^,  or  to  A.  G.  SXKLGROVli:,  Es<i., 

London  Ilo.yjjtiaiy  London^  £<, 


''  "^  "'^Cij-iiiC'n  Socictu. 
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SIX-TEXT   483 

OBoup  p.  §  2.  squibb's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 

3owre  excellent  douliter  ])at  is  here 

The  vertue  of  J)is  linge  if  ^e  wil  here 

Is  ])is  ])at  if  hire  list  it  for  to  were 

Ypon  hir  ]K}me  or  in  hir  purse  it  here  148 

There  is  no  foule  ^t  fliej)  vnder  heuen 

]?at  sche  ne  shal  vnder-stonde  his  steuen 

And  knowe  his  meneynge  openly  and  pleyne 

And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ^eine  152 

And  euery  grasse  ])at  growe]>  vpon  rote 

8e  schal  wel  knowe  and  whom  it  wil  do  bote 

Al  be  his  wondes  neuer  so  depe  and  wide 

IF  This  naked  swerde  fat  hinge])  be  my  side  156 

Suche  vertue  ha])  ])at  what  man  so  it  smyte 

^oruhe  oute  his  armot/r  it  wil  kerue  and  bite 

Were  it  as  ])ikke  as  is  a  brauuched  oke 

And  what  man  ])at  is  wonded  vfip  fe  stroke  160 

Schal  neu&re  be  hole  til  ])at  30U  list  of  grace 

To  stroke  him  vnp  pe  plat  in  ))ilke  place 

There  he  is  hurte  ])is  is  as  muche  to  seine 

3e  most  wi])  ])e  platte  swerde  a-^eine  164 

stroke  him  in  ])e  wounde  and  it  wil  close 

This  is  a  verrei  so])e  wi]K)uten  glose 

It  £iile])  nouht  whiles  it  is  in  joure  holde 

IT  And  whan  ])is  knyht  h&fe  pxxa  his  tale  tolde  168 

He  ndefe  oute  of  ])e  haH  and  doune  he  liht 

His  stede  which  ])at  schone  as  sonne  briht 

Stant  in  fe  courte  stille  as  any  stone 

piB  knyht  is  to  his  chambre  lad  anone  172 

And  is  armede  and  is  to  ])e  mete  y-set 

The  presentes  bien  ful  richely  .y-fett 

This  is  to  seine  ^e  swerde  and  fe  mirrour 

And  borne  a^none  ynto  ])e  hihe  toure  176 

Wi])  certeine  oficeres  y-ordeyned  fere  fore 

And  vnto  Canacee  fe  ringe  is  bore 

Solemply  per  sche  sit  att  fe  table 

Bot.sekurly  wy]K)uten  any  fable  180 
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BIX-TEXT   484 

GBoup  P.  §  2.  squibb's  tale.  Lanadowne  MS. 

The  hors  of  bras  ])at  maye  nou^t  be  remewed 

It  stant  as  it  were  to  fe  grounde  y-glewed 

per  male  no  man  oute  of  ^e  place  it  driue 

For  none  engyne  of  windas  or  poliue  184 

And  cause  whi  for  fei  can  noujt  ])e  craft  Deaf  si.  iwok] 

And  ])er-for  in  pe  place  pei  haue  it  laft 

Til  J)at  J)e  knith  ha])e  tanbt  hem  ^e  manere 

To  voyden  him  as  30  schal  after  here  188 

Crete  was  fe  pres  p9i  swarmed  to  and  fro 

To  gauren  on  p\B  hors  ])at  stonde])  so 

For  it  so  hihe  was  atid  brode  and  longe 

So  wele  proporcioned  for  to  be  stronge  192 

Kiht  as  it  were  a  stede  of  lumbardie 

Ther-wiJ)  so  horslye  and  so  quik  of  eye 

As  it  a  gentil  poileys  courser  were 

For  certes  fro  his  taile  vn-to  his  ere  196 

Nature  ne  art  kou])e  him  nouht  mende 

In  no  degre  as  al  ])e  peple  wende 

Bot  euer-more  here  most  wonder  it  was 

How  ^t  it  coupe  gone  and  was  of  bras  200 

It  was  of  faire  as  pe  peple  semed 

Diuerse  folke  diuersely  haue  demed 

As  mony  hedes  as  mony  wittes  ])ere  bene 

pei  mormorede  as  done  a  swarme  of  bene  204 

And  maden  skilles  after  hire  fantasies 

Behersinge  of  pe  olde  poetries 

And  seide  it  was  like  to  be  pegasee    •*•  ^^  p«eMii«i 

Pe  hors  pot  hade  wenges  for  to  flee  208 

Or  elles  it  was  pe  grekes  hors  Sinon 

])at  brouht  troye  to  destructione 

As  men  pia  olde  gestes  rede 

Myne  herte  qtMMl  one  is  euer-more  in  drede  212 

.1.  trowe  som  men  of  armes  bene  ]>ar  inne 

That  schapen  hem  pia  Cite  for  to  wynne 

It  were  riht  good  pingb  J)at  al  suche  wer  knowe 

Ano]>ere  rowned  to  his  felowe  lowe  216 

XfANSDOWNE   190   (6-T.  484) 


SIX-TEXT  485  ! 

GROUP  F.  §  2.  8Quibe's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 

And  Beide  he  Ijed  for  it  is  ra])er  like 

An  apparence  made  be  some  magik 

As  logelouis  pleyne  ait  J^es  festes  grete 

Of  sundry  ])inges  pua  fei  langle  and  trete  220  | 

As  lewed  peple  deme])  comunlye  i 

Of  J)inges  J)at  bene  more  maad  soubtillye 

))an  ^  can  in  her  lewdenes  comprehende 

))ei  demen  gladdely  to  fe  badder  ende  224 

And  some  of  bem  wondren  on  fe  myrroure 

]»at  borne  was  Tpe  vnto  fe  maister  toure 

Howe  men  miht  in  it  sucbe  ])inges  see  oaf  mj 

Ano^  ansewarde  and  seide  it  miht  wele  bee  228 

Naturaly  be  composicions 

Of  Angeles  and  of  sly  he  reflexions 

And  seide  ^t  in  Home  was  suche  one 

pei  speke  of  alocen  and  vitilione  232 

Of  Aristotle  ]>at  write  in  hir  liuea 

Of  wheynte  merorous  and  of  wheynte  perspectiuos 

As  knowen  fei  J)at  hane  hire  bokes  herde 

V  And  ojyer  folke  hane  wondred  on  |>e  swerde  236 

]?at  wolde  perce  ])oruhe  euery  ])iDge 

And  fel  in  speche  of  Theople  pe  kinge 

And  of  Achilles  for  his  queinte  spere 

For  he  CGufe  wi])  it  bo]>e  hele  aiid  dere  240 

Biht  in  suche  wise  as  men  mai  vrif  pe  swerde 

Of  whiche  riht  nowe  ^e  hauen  ^oore  seluen  herde 

j)ei  speken  of  sundri  hardinge  of  Metal 

And  speke  of  Medecines  |>er  wij)  al  244 

And  howe  and  whan  it  schold  harded  be 

Whiche  is  knowe  algat  vnto  me 

Tho  speke  fei  of  Canace  ringe 

And  seyden  al  p&t  suche  a  wonder  ])inge  248 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herde  ])ei  neuer  none 

Saue  ])at  he  Moyses  and  kinge  Salomone 

Had  a  name  of  kunynge  of  suche  arte 

Thus  seine  fe  peple  and  drawen  hem  aparte  252 
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Bot  na])eles  sum  seide  ])at  it  was 

Wondie  to  maken  of  feien  assche  glas 

And  3it  is  noujt  glas  not  like  Aschen  of  ferene 

Bot  for  fei  han  knowen  it  so  feme  256 

Ther-for  cesep  hii  langelinge  and  hir  wonder 

As  sore  wonder  sum  of  cause  of  ])onder 

On  hepe  on  flode  on  gossomere  and  on  myst 

And  al  ])inge  til  he  pe  causes  wist  260 

pxiB  langele  pei  and  demen  and  deuise 

Til  peX  pe  kinge  gan  &o  his  horde  arise 

Fhehus  ha]>  laft  pe  angel  Meredyonal 

And  ^it  ascendinge  was  J)e  hest  Eoyal  264 

The  gentil  lion  wi])  his  Aldrian 

Whan  pai  piB  Tatre  kinge  Eamhiuskan 

Eos  fro  his  horde  pei  as  he  satt  ful  hihe 

Be-fome  him  go^e  pQ  lowde  Minstralcye 

TiH  he  came  vnto  his  chambre  of  paramentes 

Ther  as  ])ei  sownen  diners  In[s]trumentes 

))at  is  like  an  heuen  for  to  here 

No  we  dauncen  lusti  venus  childern  dere  272 

For  in  pe  fissche  her  lady  satt  ful  hihe 

And  Idkep  on  hem  wi^  a  frendely  eye 

This  noble  kinge  is  sette  yppon  his  trone 

This  strange  knyht  is  fette  to  him  ful  sone  276 

And  on  pe  daunce  he  go])e  wi])  Canacee 

Here  is  ])e  reuel  ami  pe  lolyte 

pat  is  not  able  a  dol  man  to  deuise 

He  most  han  knowe  loue  and  his  seruise  280 

And  bene  a  festely  man  as  fressche  as  maye 

J)at  scholde  ^owe  devisen  suche  arraye . 

Who  cou^e  tellen  ^owe  pe  forme  of  pe  daunces 

So  ynkou])e  and  suche  frisshe  contenance  "28  4 

Suche  lokeinges  subtile .  and  dissimilignes 

For  drede  of  lelowsy  mennes  p^rceyueinges 

No  man  bot  Launcelet  and  he  is  dede 

There-for  .1.  pas  ouer  of  al  ])is  lustihede  288 
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.1.  sale  no  moie  Bot  in  pis  lolines 

.1.  lete  hem  to  men  to  soper  hem  dres 

The  Btewarde  bidde])  spices  for  to  hihe 

And  eke  ]m  wine  in  al  ])is  Melodye  292 

J)e  vssheres  and  pe  esi^uiers  bene  y-gona 

The  spices  and  pe  wine  he  come  a-none 

Thei  ete  and  dronke  and  whan  fia  had  an  ende 

In  to  ])e  temple  as  leson  was  pei  wende  295 

The  sendee  done  ])ei  sowpen  al  be  daye 

What  nede])  jow  reheisen  hire  arraye 

Iche  man  wote  wele  fat  att  \>e  kinges  fest 

Ha])  plente  to  fe  maste  and  to  fe  lest  300 

And  deinte])es  mo  ^an  be  in  my  knowynge 

And  affter  soper  go])  ])is  noble  kinge 

To  seen  p\a  hois  of  bras  wy^  al  a  route 

Of  lordes  and  of  ladis  him  aboute  304 

Suche  was  fere  on  pia  hors  of  bras 

])at  sepGXL  ])e  grete  sege  of  troy  was 

Thar  as  men  wonderden  on  an  hors  also 

Ke  was  ]>ere  suche  a  wondrynge  as  was  po  308 

Bot  finaly  fe  kinge  axe])  p\a  knyht 

])e  vertue  of  pia  courser  and  pe  myht 

And  praied  him  to  tel  his  gouemance  cic«f  88] 

The  hors  anone  began  to  trippe  and  daonce  313 

Whan  pai  pe  knyht  laide  honde  vpon  Je  ryne 

And  seide  sir  ]>er  is  no  mor  to  seiue 

Bot  whan  pe  luste  to  ride  any  where 

5e  most  triH  a  pinne  ])at  stant  in  his  ere  316 

Whiche  .1.  schal  tel  jow  be-twene  vs  tuo 

^  mot  neuen  him  to  what  place  also 

Or  to  what  cuntre  ]>at  ^oue  lust  to  ride 

And  whan  ^e  come  pere  as  je  luf>t  to  abide  320 

Bid  him  descende  and  tril  anopere  pinne 

For  pere-in  Upe  pe  effect  of  al  ^e  ginne 

And  wil  doune  descende  and  done  jowre  wiH 

And  in  pat  place  he  wil  abide  stiH  324 
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If  al  fe  werld  had  |>e  contrarie  swore 

He  schal  not  J^ens  be  ]>Towe  ne  bore 

Or  if  ])u  loste  bidde  him  ]>ens  gone 

Tiil  ]>i8  pinne  and  he  wil  vanessche  a-none  328 

Owte  of  fe  siht  of  euerj  msner  whiht 

And  come  a3eine  be  it  daie  or  nyht 

Whan  ]>st  ^owe  lust  to  klepen  him  ajeine 

In  suche  a  gise  as  .1.  schal  to  ^owe  seine  332 

Betwexen  jowe  and  me  and  fat  ful  sone 

Hide  whan  jow  luste  ])or  is  no  more  to  done 

Enformed  whan  ^e  kinge  was  of  ])e  knyht 

And  ha])e  consejned  in  his  witte  a  riht  336 

The  manere  aTid  pe  forme  of  aH  ^is  ^inge 

Ful  glad  and  hlipe  ])e  noble  douhti  kinge 

Eepeiringe  to  his  reuel  as  be-fome 

The  bridel  is  in  to  J)e  toure  y-bome  340 

And  kepped  amonge  his  Jewels  leue  and  dere 

The  hors  vanissed  .1.  not  in  what  manere 

Owte  of  her  siht  ^e  gette  no  mor  of  me 

Bot  )}us  .L  lete  in  lust  and  lolite  344 

fls  kambynscan  his  lordes  festinge 

Til  wele  nyhe  ]>e  daie  be-gan  to  springe 

[One  line  blank  in  ths  MS.^ 

{PART  //.] 

The  noriee  of  digestion  is  slepe 
Gan  on  hem  winke  and  bad  hem  take  kepe   348 
That  muche  mete  and  labur  wold  haue  rest 
And  wi]>  a  galpinge  mouj^e  he  al  hem  kest 
And  Beide  ]»at  it  was  time  to  lye  a-downe 
For  blode  was  in  his  de^mtnacione  Oaf  ss,  back]        352 

Chirise])  blode  naturs  frende  quod  he 
Thei  ^onken  him  galpinge  be  two  be  ])re 
An  eu^ry  whiht  gan  drawene  him  to  his  rest 
As  slepe  hem  bad  J^ei  toke  it  for  ]?e  best  356 
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Ilir  dremes  schal  nouht  be  told  for  me 

Pul  was  here  heuedes  of  fumosite 

That  cause])  dieme  of  wiche  ]>eT  is  no  charge 

Thei  slepen  til  it  was  pn'me  lai^e  360 

The  most  parte  hot  it  were  Canace 

Sche  was  f ul  mesurable  as  wemmen  be 

For  of  hir  fader  had  sche  take  hii  leue 

To  go  to  rest  sone  after  it  was  eue  364 

£[ir  lost  noujt  apalled  for  to  hue 

For  on  )>e  morwe  vnfestlyche  for  to  se 

And  sleped  hir  furst  slepe  and  wooke 

For  suche  a  ioye  sche  in  hire  hert  toke  368 

Bo])e  of  hir  wheynte  ringe  and  of  hir  meroure 

))at  twenty  times  sche  chaunged  hir  coloure 

And  in  hir  slepe  riht  for  impressione 

Of  hir  meroure  sche  hadde  a  visione  372 

Where  for  or  J)at  f  e  sonne  vp  gan  glide 

Sche  cleped  vpon  hire  Maistres  hire  be-side 

And  seide  ]>at  hir  luste  for  to  risd 

Thes  olde  wemme  ^at  bene  gladly  wise  376 

As  is  her  Maistres  answard  hire  anone 

And  seide  Madame  wheder  wil  ^e  gone 

Thus  erely  folke  been  al  in  rest 

.1.  wil  (\uo^  sche  arise  for  me  lest  380 

No  longer  slepe  bot  to  walken  aboute 

Hire  Maistres  clepe])e  wimmen  a  grete  route 

And  vp  f  ei  resen  wele  ten  or  twelue 

Vp  risej^  ffrische  Canacee  hire  selue  384 

As  Rody  and  briht  as  J^eyhe  ])e  3onge  sonne 

^at  in  ]>e  ram  ten  degres  is  yp  ronne 

Koon  hier  was  he  whan  sche  redy  was 

And  for]>  sche  walke]>  esili  apase  388 

Arraid  afte  ])e  lusti  seson  suote 

Lyhtly  for  to  pleye  and  walk  on  fote 

Kot  bot  .V.  or  .yj.  of  hir  Mein^e 

For  in  a  trenche  fere  in  ])e  parke  go])  sche  302 
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The  vapor  wbiche  J>at  fro  fe  erfe  glode 

Make]?  ])e  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brode 

Bot  na])eles  it  was  so  faire  a  siht  Ocaf  m] 

pai  it  maad  aH  hir  hertes  for  to  liht  396 

What  for  J«  seson  and  fe  momeynge 

And  for  ^e  foules  pat  sche  herde  singe 

Por  riht  anone  sche  wist  what  ^ei  mente 

Biht  be  hir  songe  and  knowe  al  her  entente  400 

The  knotte  whi  ^at  eu^ry  tale  is  tolde 

If  it  be  taried  til  last  be  colde 

Of  hem  ]?at  han  it  herkened  after  3ore 

The  sauoure  passe])e  eu^  pe  langere  more  404 

For  fulsomnesse  of  prolix  ite 

And  be  ]>is  same  reson  J^enke]?  me 

.1.  schol  vnto  ^e  Knotte  condescende 

And  make  of  hire  walkinge  sone  an  ende  408 

Amydde  a  tree  for-drie  as  white  as  chalke 

As  Canacee  was  pleyinge  in  hir  walke 

Ther  sat  a  fawcon  oner  hir  heued  ful  hihe 

That  wi])  a  pitous  voice  so  gan  to  crie  412 

That  al  pe  woode  resed  of  hire  Crie 

[And  beten  hadde  hire  self*  so  pitouslye]  [xs  Beg.  is  o  u.  {ft^87] 

Ynp  bo^  hire  wenges  til  pe  rede  blode 

Ran  endlonge  pe  tre  )?er  as  sche  stode  416 

And  euer  in  one  sche  cried  alweie  and  schryht 

And  wi]}  hir  beke  hire  seluen  so  sche  piht 

]}at  ])ere  ne  T^as  tigre  ne  cruel  beste 

])at  dwelle])  ejper  in  wode  or  in  foreste  420 

])at  nolde  haue  wepped  If  ])at  wepe  he  coii))e 

For  sorwe  sche  shreyht  for  hir  alweie  so  lowf e 

For  ])ar  nas  neuer  ^it  man  on  Hue 

If  pskt  .1.  cou])e  a  faukon  wele  discriue  424 

pai  herd  of  suche  ano^er  of  fairnes 

As  wele  of  plumage  as  of  gentilnes 

Of  schap  of  pat  ]?at  myht  rekened  be 

A  faykon  peregryne  ^an  semed  sche  428 
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Of  fremed  londe  and  euer^moie  as  sche  stode 

Sche  swowned  now  and  now  for  lak  of  blode 

Til  wel  nyhe  is  sche  fallen  fro  ^e  tree 

This  faire  kinges  douhter  pis  Canace  432 

fsi  on  her  finger  bare  ^e  wheynte  ringe 

Thorwe  whiche  sche  vnderstod  wele  euery  J'inge 

]>at  any  foule  may  in  his  leden  seine 

And  kowde  ansewere  him  in  his  leden  ajeine  436 

na])e  ynderstonde  ]>at  ^ib  faukon  seide 

And  wel  nyhe  for  reu]>e  almoste  sche  deide 

And  to  ]>e  tre  sche  go^  fol  hastely 

And  on  ^is  faukon  loked  ful  pitously . 

And  held  hir  lap  abrode  for  wele  sche  wist 

The  fawkon  most  fal  &o  fe  twyst 

Whan  ])at  it  swoned  next  for  lak  of  blode 

A  longe  while  to  waite  hire  sche  stode  444 

Til  att  J)e  last  sche  spak  in  yis  manere 

Ynto  ])e  hauke  as  je  schal  after  here 

IT  What  it  pe  cause  if  it  be  to  teH 

That  je  hue  in  ^is  furial  peine  of  hefi  448 

Qt^c^d  Canacee  vnto  ])is  hauke  aboue 

Is  ^is  for  sorwe  of  de])e  or  losse  of  loue 

For  as  [I]  trowe  fes  bene  causes  two 

pat  Causen  moste  a  gentil  hert  woo  41^2 

Of  o]>er  harme  it  rede])  not  to  speke 

For  J)i  ^oureselfe  vpon  joure  self  jowe  wreke 

Whiche  fat  prouej)  wele  ])at  eyfer  ire  ox  drede 

Mot  bene  encheson  of  ^oure  crewel  dede  456 

Sen  ])at  .1.  see  none  of  er  whiht  30ue  chace 

For  loue  of  god  so  do  30wre  self  grace 

Or  what  maye  be  joure  helpe  for  west  nor  este 

Ne  sawhe  .1.  neuere  ar  no  we  no  brid  no  beste  460 

That  ferd  wif  him  self  so  pitously 

3e  slee  me  wif  joure  sorwe  verrayly 

.1.  haue  of  ^owe  so  grete  compassione 

For  goddes  loue  com  fro  ]>e  tre  a-downe  464 
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And  as  .1.  am  a  kinges  doubter  trewe 

If  .J?at  .L  verrayly  fe  caose  knewe 

Of  yowre  disease  if  laie  in  my  mybl 

.1.  wold  amend  it  or  pat  it  wer  nyht  468 

As  wissely  helpe  me  grete  god  of  kinde 

And  berbes  scbal  .1.  ribt  y-nowe  finde 

To  bele  wippe  jowre  burtes  bastely 

Tbo  scbrigbt  pia  faukon  more  pitously  472 

Tban  eu^  scbe  dede  and  fel  to  grounde  a-none 

And  lie])  on  ewowne  dede  as  any  stone 

Tbis  Canace  ba]>e  in  bir  lappe  bir  take 

Yn-to  J)at  time  scbe  gan  of  swoune  a-wake  476 

And  after  ])at  scbe  of  swowne  gan  a-braide 

Ribt  in  bir  baukes  loden  pus  scbe  seid 

Tbat  pite  renne])  sone  in  gentil  bert 

Feleynge  is  similitude  in  peines  smert  480 

Is  proued  al  daie  as  men  maie  it  see  peaf  85] 

As  wele  be  werke  as  be  auctorite 

For  gentil  bert  kepe])^entille8se 

I.  see  wele  ^at  je  bane  of  me  destresse  484 

Compassione  my  faire  Canacee 

Of  verrey  wowmanly  benyngnite 

]9at  nature  in  ^oure  principles  ba))e  sett 

Bot  for  no  bope  for  to  fare  pe  bett  488 

Bot  for  to  obeie  ynto  ^oure  bert  fte 

And  foi  to  maken  opere  be  war  be  me 

As  be  |>e  wbelpe  cbastized  es  pe  lyon 

Bibt  for  ])at  cause  and  for  ))at  conclusion  492 

Wbile  ])at  .1.  baue  a  leiser  and  a  space . 

Myne  barme  .1.  wil  confessen  ar  .1.  pace 

And  eu^  wbile  ]>at  one  bire  sorwe  tolde 

pe  to]>er  weped  as  scbe  to  water  wolde  496 

Til  ]>at  pe  faukon  bad  bir  to  be  stiH 

And  wi^  a  sike  pua  scbe  seide  bir  tiU 

Tbere  .1.  was  bred  alas  ]>at  ilke  daie 

And  fosterd  in  a  rocbe  of  Marble  graie  500 
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So  tenderly  ])at  no  J^inge  eyled  me 

.L  wist  nouht  what  was  aduersite 

Til  .1.  kou]7e  flie  ful  hihe  vnder  J^e  skye 

Tho  dwelled  a  tarselet  me  fast  bye  504 

))at  semed  wele  of  al  gentillesse 

Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  of  falsenesse 

It  is  wrapped  vnder  humble  charite 

And  vnder  hie  we  of  trow])e  and  in  suche  manere  508 

Ynde[r]  plesance  and  vnder  besi  peine 

))at  no  wyht  cou^  haue  wende  he  cou])  feyne 

So  depe  in  greine  he  deiede  his  coloures 

Hiht  as  a  serpent  hide]?  him  vnder  floures  512 

til  he  may  se  his  time  for  to  bite 

Riht  so  ])is  god  of  loue  Ipocrite 

Do]>e  so  his  cerimon^js  and  obeiceanccs 

And  keped  in  semblant  al  his  obse^-uances  516 

And  soune])  in  to  gentilles  of  loue 

As  in  to  a  tombe  is  al  pe  faire  a-boue 

And  vnder  is  pe  cours  suche  as  .1.  wote 

Swyche  was  ])is  ypocrit  boJ)e  colde  and  hoote  620 

And  in  pis  wise  he  serued  his  entent 

]>at  saue  pe  fende  no  man  wist  what  he  mente 

Til  he  so  louge  had  wepen  a[n]d  compleyned       [leaf  85,  back] 

And  mony  a  ^ere  his  seniice  to  me  feyned  524 

Til  ])at  myne  herte  to  pytous  and  to  nyce 

Al  Tnnoce  of  his  crowel  malice 

For-fered  of  his  de]?  as  ]>ouht  me 

Ypon  his  oj^es  and  his  surete  528 

Graunted  him  loue  vpon  ^is  condicione 

])at  euer  mo  myn  honoure  and  renoune 

Were  saued  bo])  pn'ue  and  aperte 

This  is  to  seine  ])at  after  his  desert  532 

.1.  3af  him  al  myn  herte  and  al  hiyn  ]>ouht 

God  woote  and  he  and  op&t  wise  nouht 

And  toke  his  hert  in  chaunge  of  myne  for  aye 

Bot  8o])e  is  seide  gon  si])en  niony  a  daye  536 
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A  tiew  wihte  and  a  ]>efe  ^enke^  nat  one 

And  whan  he  sawe  fe  )>inge  so  fer  y-.gone 

That  J.  grounted  him  fully  my  loue 

In  suche  a  gise  as  .1.  haue  seide  a-boue  540 

And  ^euen  him  my  trewe  herte  as  fie 

As  he  swore  he  jaue  his  hert  to  me 

Anone  ^is  Tigre  ful  of  doublenesse 

Fele  on  his  knees  wi^  so  deuoute  humblesse  544 

"With  hihe  reuerence  and  as  be  his  chier 

So  like  a  gentil  louere  of  manere 

So  ranesshed  as  it  semed  for  ^e  loye 

^t  nener  lason  ne  Paris  of  troye  548 

lason  certes  ne  none  of  ere  man 

Syn  lamef  was  fat  alfer  first  be-gan 

To  louen  two  as  writen  folke  by-fome 

Ke  neuer  sif  e  ^  first  manne  was  borne  552 

Ke  coiipe  man  be  tuenty  f  ousand  parte 

Counterfete  fe  sophimes  of  his  arte 

Ke  war  wor)7i  to  vnbokle  his  galoche 

Ther  dowblenesse  or  feyneinge  schold  aproche  556 

Ke  so  kon)7e  jjonke  a  whight  as  he  did  me 

His  maner  was  an  heuen  for  to  see 

Til  any  womman  were  sche  neuer  so  wise 

So  peynted  he  and  kembef  att  pinte  deuise  560 

Als  wele  is  worde  as  his  countenance 

And  .1.  so  loued  him  for  his  Obeissance 

And  for  pe  treu]re  .L  demed  in  his  herte 

That  if  so  were  ]>at  any  ]>inge  him  smerte  564 

Al  ware  it  neuer  so  litel  and  .1.  it  wiste  p«af  as] 

Me  l^ouht  .1.  felt  de]>  att  myne  hert  twiste 

And  schortly  so  fer  iorfe  pia  ]>inge  went 

])at  my  wiii  haf  his  willes  Instrument  56& 

This  to  seine  my  wiH  obeide  his  wiH 

In  al  l^inge  as  fer  as  reson  fill: 

Kepeinge  fe  boundes  of  my  worschip  euere 

Ke  neuer  had  .1.  ])inge  so  lefe  ne  leuere  572 
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As  him  f  god  woote  ne  nener  schal  no  mo 

This  last  longer  )7an  a  jere  or  two 

That  .L  supposed  of  him  no  ]ringe  hot  goode 

Bot  finaly  ]>us  att  ]>e  laste  it  stode  576 

That  fortune  wolde  ]>at  he  most  twynne 

Owte  of  fat  place  whiche  )^at  .1.  was  inne 

Where  me  was  woo  it  is  no  questione 

.1.  kan  noujt  make  of  hit  discripcione  580 

For  o  ^inge  dar  .1.  teH  holdely 

.1.  knowe  what  is  ])e  peine  of  defe  j^er-hy 

Suche  harme  .L  felte  for  he  ne  mjht  he-leue 

So  on  a  daye  of  me  he  toke  is  leue  584 

So  sorwfully  eke  fat  .1.  wende  verrayly 

That  he  had  feled  as  muche  harme  as  .1. 

Whan  fat  .L  herd  him  speke  and  sawe  his  hiewe 

Bot  nafeles  .1.  f ouht  he  was  so  trewe  588 

And  eke  fat  he  repaire  scholde  agayne 

Wif  inne  a  lite  while  sof  e  to  seine 

And  reson  wolde  eke  fat  he  mot  go 

For  his  honour  as  oft  happef  so  592 

fat  maade  vertne  of  necessite 

And  toke  it  wele  sef f  e  fat  it  most  he 

As  .L  hest  myht  .1.  hidde  fro  him  my  sorwe 

And  toke  him  hy  f  e  honde  seint  lohfi  to  horwe  596 

And  seid  f  us .  lo  .1.  am  joures  al 

Bef  e  suche  as  .1.  haue .  hue  to  ^owe  and  schal 

What  he  answarde  it  nedef  nouht  reherse 

Who  can  sei  het  fan  he  whou  kan  do  werse  600 

Whan  he  haf  al  wele  seide  fan  haf  he  done 

Ther-for  he-houef  him  a  fal  longe  spone 

fat  schal  eten  wif  a  fende  f us  herd  .1.  seie 

So  att  fe  last  he  mote  forf  e  his  weye  604 

And  forf  e  he  flyef  til  he  cam  where  him  listo 

Whan  it  com  him  to  purpos  for  to  riste . 

I  trowe  he  hadde  f  ilke  text  in  mynde .  peaf m,  bw-k] 

))at  al  f  inge  repaireinge  to  his  kinde  608 
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Glade^  him  selfe  J^ns  seine  men  as  .1.  gesse 

Men  loue  of  piopre  kinde  newefangelnesse 

As  birdes  done  ^at  men  in  cage  fede 

For  ]K)iilie  ]>e  njht  and  daie  take  of  hem  hede  612 

And  strewe  hir  cage  faire  and  soft  as  silke 

And  ^iue  hem  suger  honj  bzede  and  melke 

3it  liht  anone  as  ^at  his  doie  is  hnppe 

He  wi^])e  wi^  his  fete  wi[l]  spome  doune  his  cuppe      616 

And  to  fe  wode  he  wil  and  wermes  ete 

So  new  fongel  be  pei  of  her  mete 

And  loaen  none  leoares  of  propre  kinde 

Nq  gentilles  of  maie  hem  binde  620 

So  feide  pis  taiselet  alas  ])is  daie 

]x>Tihe  he  ware  gentil  borne  frische  and  gaie 

And  goodly  for  to  see  and  humble  and  free 

He  sawe  Yp^&  a  time  a  kite  fle  624 

And  sodanly  he  loued  J^is  kite  soo 

^t  al  his  loae  is  clene  fro  me  goo 

And  h&f  his  troa]>e  falsed  in  )^is  wise 

pus  hape  fe  kite  my  lone  in  her  s^niise  628 

And  .1.  am  lome  wijK>ate  remedie 

And  wip  pat  worde  pis  fawkon  gan  to  crie 

And  swowned  eft  in  Canace  barme 

Grete  was  pe  sorwe  of  pat  haukes  harme  632 

That  Canacee  and  al  hir  wemmen  maade 

The!  nest  howe  pat  pel  myht  pe  faukon  glade 

Sot  Canace  home  berep  hir  in  lappe 

And  sofbely  in  piastres  gan  hir  wrappe  636 

per  as  sche  wipe  hire  beke  hadde  hert  hir  sclue 

Kowe  can  nou^t  Canace  hot  herbes  delue 

Oute  of  pe  groonde  and  maken  salues  newe 

Of  herbes  precious  and  fyne  of  hewe  6-10 

To  helen  wip  pe  hauke  fro  daie  to  nyht 

Sche  dope  hire  besines  and  al  hir  myht 

And  be  hir  beddes  hede  sche  maade  a  mcwe 

And  conerd  it' wip  veluetes  blewe  014 
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In  singne  of  treu]>e  )»at  is  in  wemmc[n]  seene  • 

And  al  wi^e-oute  >e  mewe  is  peynted  grene 

Tn  whiche  war  peynted  as  pis  fals  fowles 

As  bien  J)is  tideues  tarseletz  arid  owles .  648 

Biht  for  dispite  was  pointed  hem  by  side  peaf  s?] 

Fyes  on  hem  for  to  crie  and  Chide 

Thus  lete  .L  Canace  hir  hauke  kepeinge 

J.  wH  no  more  nowe  speke  of  hire  ringe  652 

Til  it  come  eft  to  porpos  for  to  seine 

Howe  ]>at  ]>is  fawkon  gatt  hir  lone  ajeine 

llepentant  as  ]>e  storid  telle^  vs 

Be  Mediacion  of  Camballus  656 

J)e  kinges  soil  of  whiche  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

Bot  hense  forjje  .1.  wil  proces  holde 

To  speken  of  aventures  arid  of  batailes 

]>at  jit  was  neue?*  herde  so  grete  merveiles  660 

ffirst  wil  .1.  teti  jowe  of  Cambynskan 

That  in  his  time  mony  a  Cite  wan 

And  after  wil  .1.  speke  of  Algarsif 

Howe  fat  he  wanne  Theodora  to  his  wif  664 

For  whan  ful  oft  in  grete  perile  he  was 

Ne  had  he  bue  holpen  be  fe  hors  of  bras 

And  after  wil  .1.  speke  of  Camballo 

]pat  faoht  in  listes  wif  fe  brefeme  tuo  668 

ffor  Canace  ar  fat  he  my[ht]  hir  wynne 

And  fere  .1.  left  J.  fenke  ajeine  be-gynne  670 

Bot  .1.  wil  here  nowe  maake  a  knotte       [8  spuriotis  lineB\ 

To  f  e  time  it  come  next  to  my  lotte 

For  here  be  felawes  behinde  an  hepe  treulye 

fat  wolden  talke  ful  besilye  4 

And  haue  her  sporte  as  wele  as  .1. 

And  f  e  daie  passef  fast  certanly 

Therefore  oste  takef  nowe  goode  heede 

Who  schaH  next  tell  and  late  him  speede  8 

Explicit  f abnla  Armigeri , 
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Ineipif  -prologus  vxoris/.  de  Bathe .    cm  i*<^fS7] 

THan  flchortlj  ansewarde  J»e  wife  of  Bathe  v  1  * 

And  swore  a  wonder  grete  h&ye  /  spiirUms  ^* 

Be  goddes  bones  .L  wil  tel  next  1     ^***     3* 

J.  wiH  nouht  gloae  bot  saye  pe  text  /  4* 

Experiment  pouhe  none  auctorite  1 

Where  in  pia  weride  is  riht  y-nouhe-for  me 
To  speke  of  woo  |»at  is  in  maiit^ 

For  lordeinges  sen  J.  twelue  ^ere  was  of  Age  4 

)>onked  be  god  ^at  eteme  alyue 
Hosbondes  att  pe  cherche  dor  .L  hane  hadde  five 
If  .1.  so  oft  myht  haue  wedded  be 

Bot  al  were  wor^i  men  in  here  degre .  8 

Bot  me  was  tolde  eertein  nou^t  longe  argon  es      nMf87,b«ck] 
))at  se^n  criste  ne  went  neuer  bot  ones 
To  weddeinge  in  pe  Cane  of  Galile 

That  be  ^ilke  ensample  tauht  he  me  12 

))at  .1.  ne  scholde  wedded  bue  bot  ones 
Herke  eke  loo  suche  a  scharpe  worde  for  pe  nones 
Be  side  a  wett  ihera  god  and  man 

Spak  in  repreue  of  pe  Samaritan  IG 

)x>a  hast  hi-hadde  f  jve  husbondes  quod  he 
And  jMtt  ilke  man  pat  nowe  ha])e  pe 
Is  nouht  pia  husbonde  ])us  seide  he  serteine 
What  he  ment  perhj  .1.  kan  nouht  seine  20 

Well .  Bot  ])at  .1.  ax.  whi  pe  Mi  mane 
Was  none  husbonde  to  pe  Semaritane 
How  many  myht  sche  haue  in  manage 
3it  herd  .1.  neuer  tell  in  myne  age  24 
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ypon  )7is  nombre  difi&nicione 

Men  male  deyine  and  glosene  yp  and  downe 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  expresse  wijH)nte  lye 

God  bad  vs  wax  and  multiplye  28 

)}at  gentil  tixt  can  .1.  wele  vnder-stonde 

Eke  wele  .1.  he  seide  myn  busbonde 

Scbolde  lete  fader  and  moder  and  tak  to  me 

Bot  of  no  nombre  mencione  maade  he  32 

Of  bygamy  or  of  octagaroye 

"VVhi  scholde  y  fan  of  it  haue  velanye 

Loke  here  ])e  wisman  kinge  Salomon 

.L  trowe  he  had  wynes  mo  J)an  one  36 

Kow  wolde  god  it  leuefuH  were  to  me 

To  be  re&esched  half  so  oft  as  he 

"Whiche  jift  of  god  had  he  for  al  his  wyves 

Ko  man  hape  suche  )»at  in  \\a  werld  on  lyue  is  40 

God  wote  ]>is  noble  kinge  as  to  my  witt 

)}e  first  nyht  he  hadde  mony  a  mery  fitt 

WiJ)  iche  of  hem  so  wele  was  him  on  live 

Blissed  be  god  ]»at  .1.  bane  wedded  fyne  44 

Welcome  be  ]>e  sext  whan  )7at  euer  he  schaH 

For  80]>e  J.  wil  noa3t  kepe  chaste  in  {dl 

Whan  myn  hnsbonde  is  from  fe  werlde  gone 

Son  cresten  man  schal  wedde  me  a-none  48 

For  pan  J^e  Apostle  sei])e  J^at  .1.  am  fre 

To  wedde  on  goddes  halue  where  it  likep  me 

He  sei^  to  be  wedede  is  no  sinne  Melius  e^  nnbere 

Better  is  to  bo  wedded  pan  to  heme        ^««^*  ^     ^^^^ 

What  rekkepe  me  pouhe  folke  seie  velanye  53 

Of  schrewed  lamep  and  his  Bigamye 

.1.  wote  wele  Abraham  was  an  holy  man 

And  lacob  eke  as  fer  as  euere  y  kan  56 

And  eche  of  hem  had  wyves  mo  pan  tuo 

And  mony  anoper  holy  man  also  * 

Wher  can  ^e  seye  in  any  maner  age 

]}at  vs  god  defended  Mariage  60 
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Be  expiesse  worde  .1.  praie  jowe  telle])  me 

Or  wkere  commaunded  he  Yirginite 

•L  wote  as  wele  as  )e  it  is  no  drede 

The  Apostle  whan  he  speke^  of  Maidenhede  64 

He  seide  f&te-of  precept  had  .1.  none 

Men  mai  consel  a  womman  to  bene  one 

Bott  coonseillinge  is  no  comandement 

He  put  it  in  owie  owen  lugement  68 

For  had  god  commanded  maidenhede 

j)an  hadde  he  dampned  wedinge  vrif  fe  dede 

And  certes  if  pere  were  no  sede  .L-sowe 

viiginite  ^an  wheie-of  schold  it  growe  72 

Ponle  dorst  nooht  commanden  att  ]>e  leste 

A  ]>inge  of  whiche  his  maistre  ^af  him  none  heste 

The  darte  is  sett  yp  for  viiginitee 

Chase  who  so  maye .  who  so  lenne^  best  let  see  76 

Bot  ^is  worde  is  nouht  take  of  enerj  whiht 

Bot  ])ere  as  god  welde  gif  it  of  his  myht 

•I.  wote  wele  ]«t  pe  Apostle  was  a  maide 

Bot  Katies  ])onhe  ])at  he  wrote  or  saide  80 

He  wolde  ^at  euery  wight  wero  snche  as  he 

AH  ne  is  bot  connseifi  to  viiginite 

And  for  to  be  a  wif  he  3aue  me  lene 

Of  Indulgence  so  is  it  of  no  repreue  84 

To  wedde  me  if  ))at  my .  make  dye 

WijKMite  exoepdone  of  bigamye 

Al  were  it  goode  no  womman  for  to  touche 

He  ment  as  in  his  body  or  his  couche  88 

For  periH  is  bo^e  to  toache  and  for  to  assemble 

3e  knowe  what  ]»i8  ensample  maie  resemble 

piB  aH  and  somme  he  helde  Tirginite 

Mor  p^rfite  ])an  wedded  in  frelete  •  92 

Freelte  clepe  .1.  nouht  bot  jMtt  he  and  sche  [lotrBB^imck] 

Wolde  lede  here  life  al  in  chastite 

.1.  graunte  it  wele  .1.  haue  none  enyye 

|»oiihe  maidenhed  prefer  bygamye  9G 
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It  likef  hem  to  be  clene  in  body  and  goste 

Of  myne  astate  .1.  wil  make  no  boste 

For  wele  je  knowe  a  lorde  in  his  housholde 

Hape  nooht  eucry  vessel  of  golde  100 

8ome  biene  of  tree  and  done  lorde  seruise 

Gk)d  clepe])  folke  to  him  in  sunder  wise 

And  eueryche  haf  of  god  a  proper  jift 

Som  ])is .  som  ]>at .  as  him  like);  to  schift  104 

Yirginite  is  grete  p^ectione 

And  conscience  eke  wi)^  deuocione 

Bot  crist  J)at  of  p^ectiofi  is  weH 

Bad  nouht  eue^y  whight  he  schold  sett  108 

AH:  pat  he  hadde  and  jiae  it  to  )»e  pore 

And  in  suche  wise  folowe  him  and  his  lore 

He  spak  to  hem  )^at  wolden  leae  p^rfitelye 

And  lordeynges  be  joure  leue  \dX  am  nou^t  .1.  112 

.1.  wyl  be-stowe  pe  flowre  of  al  myne  age 

In  charite  and  fruyte  of  Mariage 

Tel  me  also  to  what  conclusione 

Were  membres  maade  of  gen^racione  116 

And  of  so  perfit  wise  and  why  y-wrouht 

Treste])  riht  wele  ^i  were  nouht  maad  for  nouht 

Close  who  so  wiH  and  sei  bo]>e  yp  and  doune 

)>at  ]»ei  were  maad  for  purgacione  120 

Of  vryne .  and  owre  bo)^e  pinges  smale 

Were  eke  to  knowe  a  female  frome  a  male 

And  for  none  oj^ere  cause  what  scie  je  noo 

Jye  experience  woote  it  is  nou^t  soo  124 

So  \2X  ])e  clerkes  be  not  wip  me  wroj^e 

.1.  sei  ])is  J)et  pel  maked  hue  for  hope 

J)i3  is  to  seine  for  Office  and  for  ese 

Of  engenderinge  pere  we  nouht  god  displese  1 28 

Whi  scholden  men  elles  in  hire  bokes  sette 

]>at  man  schal  jelde  to  his  wife  his  dette 

Kowe  where-wi}>  scholde  he  paye  his  payment 

If  ])at  he  ne  ysed  his  sely  instrument  13^ 
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Than  were  pel  maade  ypon  a  creature 

To  purge  Tiyne  and  eke  for  engendrure 

Bot  .1.  sei  nou3t  ])at  euary  wyht  is  holde  DMf  iw] 

J)at  hape  suche  hernays  as  .1.  to  30W  of  tolde  136 

To  gone  and  vsen  hem  in  engendrure 

Than  scholde  men  take  of  chastite  no  cure 

Criste  was  a  mayden  and  schapeu  as  a  man 

And  mony  a  seinte  so]))^  ])at  ]>i8  werlde  began  140 

3it  leued  )»ei  euer  in  pa/'fite  charite 

.1.  nyl  envye  wij)  no  virginite 

Lete  hem  ete  brede  of  pured  whcte  sed 

And  late  vs  wyues  ete  barly  brede  144 

And  jit  wip  barly  brede  Marke  tel  can 

Owre  lorde  ihegix  refrissched  mony  a  man 

In  suche  astate  ]>at  god  hsLp  cleped  vs 

.1.  wil  p^'seuere  .1.  am  nouht  precious  148 

In  whifehode  wil  .L  vse  myne  Instrument 

As  frely  as  my  maker  h&p  it  sent 

If  .L  be  daungerous  god  gif  me  sorwe 

Myne  husbond  schal  it  haue  hope  eue  and  morwe  152 

Whan  ]>at  him  luste  com  for)>e  and  paie  his  dette 

An  husbond  .1.  wil  haue  .1.  wil  not  Ictte 

Whiche  schal  be  hope  my  dettowr  and  my  J)raH  155 

And  haue  his  tribulacione  wij>  aH  li^BvA^^^^^^lt 

Vpon  his  flesche  while  pat  .1.  am  his  wif     mSSr?**"       '  *** 

.1.  haue  J»e  powere  dureinge  al  my  lif 

Vpon  his  propre  body  and  not  he 

Kiht  pus  pe  Apostle  tolde  to  me  160 

And  bad  owre  hitsbondes  for  to  loue  vs  wele 

Al  pis  sentens  me  likep  euery  dele 

Vp  stert  pe  pardoner  and  pat  anone 
Nowe  dame  quod  he  be  god  and  be  seinte  lohtl  164 
^  hue  a  noble  prechoure  in  pis  cas 
.1.  was  aboute  to  wed  a  wif  alas 
What  schold  .1.  by  it  on  my  ilesche  so  dere 
3it  had  .L  lenere  none  wedde  to  ^ere  108 
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gboupB.  §1.  wifb's  PREAMBLE.  Laiuidowne  MS. 

Abide  qiivd  sche  Mi  tale  is  nou^t  be-gonne 

Nay  ]>ou  sclialt  dnnken  of  a  noferQ  tonuo 

Are  pat  .1.  go  schal  sauere  wers  feni  ale 

And  wlian  pat  .1.  haue  tolJe  forpe  luy  tale  172 

Of  tribulacione  in  manage 

Of  whiche  .1.  am  experte  in  myne  age 

This  is  to  seye  Mi-self  hap  be  pe  whippe 

pan  maist  pou  chese  weder  pou  wilt  scippe  176 

Thilke  tonne  pat  .1.  schal  a-broclie  ciMfro^bMk] 

Be  ware  of  it  er  pou  to  nyhe  aproche 

For  [I]  schal  tell:  ensamples  mo  pan  tenne 

Wo  so  pat  wil  be  war  of  opere  menne  180 

Be  him  schal  oper  men  correct  be 

piB  same  woides  wiitepe  tholome 

Bide  in  his  almagist  and  take  it  pero 

Dame  .1.  praye  30we  if  joure  wil  were  184 

Said  pis  pardoner  as  ^e  began 

Tel  forp  jowre  tale  spare  for  no  man 

And  teche  ys  3onge  men  of  joure  practike 

Gladly  quod  sche  if  it  male  30 we  like  188 

Bot  pat  .1.  praie  to  al  pis  compaignye 

If  pat  .1.  speke  after  my  fantasio 

As  takepe  not  a  greue  of  pat  .1.  saie 

For  myne  entent  is  nooht  bot  for  to  pleie  192 

Nowe  sires  pan  schal  .1.  tel  30we  my  tale 
As  enere  most  .1.  drink  wyne  or  ale 
.1.  schal  seie  sope  pe  hiisbondes  pat  L  had 
As  pre  of  hem  were  riht  good  and  tuo  were  badde        196 
The  pre  were  godemen  and  riche  and  olde 
Ynnep  myht  pei  pe  jitate  holde 
In  whiche  pei  were  bounden  vnto  me 
Je  wote  wele  what  .1.  mene  of  pis  parde  200 

As  god  me  help  .1.  lauhe  whan  J.  pinke 
Howe  pytonsly  a  nyht  J.  maade  hem  swynke 
Bot  be  me  feie  .1.  told  of  hit  no  store 
pei  hadde  me  3eue  hir  londe  and  here  tresore  201 

LANSD3WXE  218    (6  T.  339) 


SIX-TEXT   340 

OBotJP  B.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Laaidowne  MS. 

Me  neded  noujt  do  longer  diligence 

To  Wynne  her  loue  and  done  hem  reuerence 

Thei  loued  me  so  wele  be  god  aboue 

^at  .1.  ne  tolde  no  deynte  of  here  loue  208 

A  wise  womman  wil  bisie  hire  eu^re  in  one 

To  gete  hire  loue  30  )7are  as  sche  ha^e  none 

Bot  8e)7)»e  .1.  hadde  hem  holy  in  myne  honde 

And  si)7)>e  ^t  ]>ei  hadde  yif  me  al  hir  londe  212 

What  schold  .1.  take  hem  for  to  plese 

Bot  if  it  were  my  profit  and  myne  ese 

Bot  .L  set  hem  so  awerke  be  my  faye 

^at  mony  a  nyht  )>ei  songen  walawaye  216 

The  bacon  was  noujt  fette  for  hem  .1.  trowe 

That  sum  men  haue  in  Essexe  att  Donnemowe 

I  goueme  hem  so  wele  after  my  lawe  ciMfoo] 

That  iche  of  hem  ful  blisful  was  and  fawe  220 

To  bringe  me  gay  fringes  fro  )>e  fayre 

Knyves  ringes  and  purees  wel  fayre 

For  god  it  wote  .1.  chidde  hem  spitously 

Kowe  herkene]»e  howe  .1.  bare  me  propu[r]ly  224 

5e  wise  wyres  J)at  can  ynder^stonde 

Thus  scholde  30  speke  and  here  hem  wronge  on  honde 

For  halue  so  boldely  ])er  can  no  man 

Swere  and  lye  as  a  womman  can  228 

.1.  seie  nouht  pis  be  wives  ])at  hue  wise 

Bot  it  be  whan  fet  fei  hem  mis-avise 

A  wise  wif  schal  if  ]>at  sche  can  hire  gode 

Bere  him  on  honde  ]>at  fe  cowe  is  wode  232 

And  take  wittenes  of  hire  owen  maide 

Of  hir  assent  Bot  herkene)7e  how  .1.  saide 

8ir  olde  keynard  pis  is  )»in  arraie 

Whi  ia  my  neihbors  wif  so  gaie  236 

Sche  is  honoured  oner  al  wher  sche  go]>e 

•L  sette  att  home  .1.  haue  no  )7rifty  clo)»e 

What  dedest  )^ou  att  myn  neihbors  house 

Is  sche  so  feire  ert  |>ou  so  amerouse  240 

LANSDOWNE  219    (6-T.  840) 


BIX-TEXT   341 

GROUP  B.  §  L  wife's  pbeamblb.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Wliat  roune  je  wij)  oure  medde  benedicite 

Sire  olde  lichour  lat  ]>i  lapes  bue 

And  if  .1.  haue  a  gossib  or  a  frende 

Wi]>-oute  gilte  ^e  chide  as  a  feode  244 

5if  ]>at  .1.  walk  or  pleie  in-to  his  house 

Thowe  comest  home  as  dronke  as  mouse 

An  prechest  on  ])i  bynche  wi)>  yuel  preue 

Tho  seid  to  me  it  is  a  grete  Meschief  248 

To  wedde  a  pouer  womman  for  costage 

And  if  ^at  sche  be  riche  of  grete  parage 

pan  seist  ^at  it  is  a  tormentrie 

To  suffur  hire  pnde  and  malancolie  252 

And  if  ]>at  sche  be  faire  ]>ou  verre  knave 

Thow  seiste  ]>at  euerj  hullur  wiii  hir  have 

Sche  maie  no  while  in  chastite  abide 

That  is  assaide  vpon  iche  a  side  256 

Thowe  seiste  som  folko  desire  us  for  oure  richesse 

Som  for  oure  schappe  and  some  for  owre  fairenesse 

And  sum  for  sche  kan  ejfer  singe  of  ere  daunce 

pxia  sejse  J)Ou  wemard  god  ^eue  pe  meschaunce  260 

Some  for  her  hondes  arui  her  armes  smale  Qeaf  90,  bade] 

pua  go)7e  al  to  ]>e  deuel  be  fi  tale 

)}ou  seiste  men  maie  nou^t  kepe  a  castel  wati 

It  maye  so  longe  assailed  be  ouer  aH  264 

And .  if  l^at  sche  be  foule  ]>ou  seist  ]>at  sche 

couete]>e  enery  man  ])at  sche  maie  see 

For  as  a  spanyel  sche  wil  on  him  lepe 

Til  )»at  sche  finde  sum  man  pat  wil  hir  chepe  268 

Ke  none  so  grei  goos  gofe  fere  in  fe  lake 

As  seiste  )70U  fst  wil  bue  wi])-owten  make 

And  seist  it  is  an  harde  ]>inge  for  to  welde 

A  wyght  pat  no  man  wil  his  ]>onkes  helde  272 

Thus  seiste  pou  lorel  whan  pou  gost  to  bedde 

And  pat  no  wise  man  nedep  for  to  wedde 

And  no  man  pat  entendep  to  pe  henene 

Wip  wilde  ponder  dint  and  fire  leuene  276 

LANSDOWNB  220   (6-T.  341) 


8IX-TEXT   342 

GROUP  B.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Mot  Ji  welked  nekke  "be  to-broke 

Thow  eeist  pat  dropiiigo  bowses  and  eke  smoke 

And  cbidinge  vryrea  maken  men  to  flye 

Owte  of  ber  owen  bouse  a  benedicite  280 

Wbat  eylejje  sncbe  an  bolde  man  for  to  cbide 

pou  seist  we  wiues  wil  owre  vices  bide 

Til  we  be  fast  mid  pan  we  wil  bem  scbewe 

Wele  maie  pis  be  a  pronerbe  of  a  scbrewe  284 

Tbou  seist  pat  oxen  assen  bors  and  boundes 

pei  baen  assaide  att  diners  stoundes 

Basyns  lauours  er  pat  men  bem  bye 

Spones  stoles  and  sucbe  busbondrie  288 

And  so  buen  elopes  pottes  and  of  ere  araies 

Bot  aren  of  weTnmen  maked  none  assaies 

Til  pei  be  wedded  olde  dotard  scbrewe 

And  seystowe  we  wil  pan  owre  yices  scbewe  292 

Tbou  seiste  also  pat  it  displesep  me 

Bot  if  pon  wilt  preis  my  beute 

And  bot  pou  poure  alwei  vpon  my  face 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  euery  place  296 

Bot  pou  make  a  fest  on  pilke  dale 

]}at  .L  was  borne  and  make  me  friscbe  afid  gaie 

And  bot  pou  do  to  my  Norise  bonoure 

And  to  my  cbambre  wip-inne  my  boure  300 

An  to  my  faders  folke  and  bis  allyes 

Tbus  seist  pou  olde  barel  fall  of  lyes 

And  jit  of  oure  prentise  lankyn  pe«f  913 

For  bis  crispe  bere  scbyneinge  so  gold  line  304 

And  for  be  swyers  me  bope  vp  and  downe 

5it  bast  pou  poubt  and  false  suspecione 

.1.  wiil:  bim  nonbt  poube  powe  were  dede  to  morue 

Bot  tel  me  pis  wbi  bides  pou  wip  sorwe  308 

Tbe  kayes  of  pi  kist  aweie  fro  me 

•It.  is  my  good  as  wele  as  pine  parde 

Wbat  wenes  pou  maake  an  Ideot  of  owr  dame 

Nowe  be  pat  lorde  pat  calle  is  seint  lame  312 

LANSDOWNB   221  ((S-T.  842) 


BIX-TEXT   343 

GRODP  B.  §  L  wiFB*s  PREAMBLE.  Laiuidowne  HS. 

Thowe  sclialt  nouht  bo)>e  poulie  pat  fon  were  wode 

Be  maistie  of  Mi  body  and  my  goode 

))at  on  povL  sclialt  for-goo  mawgreve  ]>me  eyjen 

What  helpep  it  on  me  enquere  and  spien  316 

.1.  trowe  ])oiilie  pou  woldest  loke  me  in  fi  chist 

)}ou  schold  seie  wif  go  where  as  )ow  Hste 

Take  ^owre  disporte  .1.  wil  not  leue  no  tales 

.1.  knowe  jow  for  a  good  wif  Dam  Ales  320 

We  lone  no  man  ]>at  take  kepe  or  charge 

Where  ])at  we  go  we  wiH  be  at  owre  large 

Of  al  men  bUssed  mot  he  be 

The  wise  Asirologen  Dam  Ftholome  324 

That  sei])  J)is  prouerbe  in  his  Almagest 

Of  al  men  his  wisdome  is  hiest 

]^at  rekkej)  nouht  who  ha)?  pis  werlde  in  honde 

Be  J)is  p7*oaerbe  ]k>u  schalt  wele  vnde-stonde  328 

Haue  poue  .L-nowhe  what  pare  pe  rekke  or  kare 

Howe  merely  pat  ope[r]  folke  feure 

For  certes  olde  dotterd  be  joure  leue 

3e  schal  haue  qweynte  riht .  ynowhe  att  eue  332 

He  is  to  grete  a  nigarde  pat  wil  wame 

A  man  to  lyht  a  candel  att  his  lanteme 

He  schal  haue  neuere  pe  lesse  liht  parde 

Haue  pou  .I.-nowhe  pe  par  not  pleine  pe  336 

Thou  seiste  also  pat  if  pou  make  vs  gaie 

Wip  Clopeinge  or  wip  precious  araye 

pat  it  is  peril  of  owre  chastite 

And  jit  wip  wordes  pou  moste  enfors  me  340 

And  seie  pes  wordes  in  pe  Apostles  name 

In  Abite  maad  wip  chastite  and  schame 

5e  wemmen  schold  apparel  jowe  quod  he 

And  noujt  in  tressede  here  and  gay  perre  3-14 

As  perel  ne  wip  gold  ne  elopes  riche  cimitvi,  imck} 

Aftere  pi  tixte  ne  after  pi  rubriche 

•L  wil  nout  wirke  as'muche  as  a  gnatte 

Thou  seide  als  pat  .1.  was  like  a  catte  318 

LAKSDOWNE  229   (6-T.  343) 


six-T£i:t  Mi 
GROUP  D.  §1.  wife's  PREAMBLE.  Laiudowiie  MS. 

Bot  who  80  wolde  seigne  a  catte  scynne 
pat  wolde  pe  cat  wele  dwelle  in  his  Inne 
And  if  ye  catt  skynne  be  s^jke  and  gaie 
Sche  nil  nonht  dwel  in  house  halue  a  daie  352 

Bot  for])e  sche  vifi  or  any  daie  be  dawede 
To  schewe  hir  scynn  and  go  a  Caterwawede 
This  is  to  sei  .If  .1.  be  gaie  Bir  sch^ewe        p  a  fetter  hot  been 
.1.  wil  linne  out  My  borett  for  to  sschewe      tkehimjue  word!} 
Sire  olde  foole  whatte  helpe)>  fe  to  spyen  357 

Theihe  J»ou  preie  Aigus  wip  his  hondied  eyjen      c^«"*^* 
To  be  my  wardecors  as  he  can  best 
In  feipe  he  schal  nou3t  kepe  me  bot  if  me  list  360 

3ite  coupe  .L  maake  his  berde  so  mut  .1.  pe 
Thow  seist  eke  pat  pere  be  pinges  pre 
The  whiche  pinges  troublen  al  pis  erpe 
And  pat  no  whiht  ne  maye  endure  pe  ferpe  364 

0  leue  sir  schrewe  ihera  schort  pi  lif 
jet  pr^chest  pou  and  seist  an  hateful  wif 
.I.-reknyd  is  for  on  of  pis  meschaunces 
Bene  pere  none  oper  maner  resemblaunces  368 

That  je  maie  likken  jowre  parables  to 
Bot  jif  a  sely  wif  be  on  of  po 
Thou  likenest  wommannes  loue  to  heH 
To  Bareine  londe  per  water  maie  not  dwelle  372 

Thou  likenest  it  also  to  wilde  fire 
pe  more  it  bemep  pe  more  it  hape  desire 
To  consume  any  pinge  pat  brent  wolde  bee 
pou  seist  liht  as  wermes  schendep  a  tree  376 

Biht  so  a  wif  distreyep  hir  husbonde 
This  knowe  pei  pat  hue  to  wyues  bonds 
IT  Lordeynges  nht  pus  as  je  haue  vnder-stande 
Bare  .L  stifly  myne  olde  hu[s]bondes  on  hando  380 

pat  pus  pei  seiden  in  her  drunkennes 
And  pat  he  had  suspecion  and  lelousenes 
On  lankyn  and  on  my  nefe  also 
^  O  lords  pe  peine  .1.  ded  hem  and  pe  woo  384 

IiANSDOWNE  283   (d-T.  34i) 


SIX-TEXT   345 

oboufD.  §L  wife's  preamble.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Ful  giltdesse  be  goddes  swete  pine 

For  as  an  hois  .L  cou]^  bojye  bite  and  whyne 

•L  couye  pleine  .  and  .L  was  in  ye  gilte  Hmt  ss] 

Or  elles  oft  time  .L  bad  bue  spilte  388 

Wbo-60  yskt  fiist  to  meH  comej>  first  giindej) 

.L  pleyned  first  so  .1.  owie  werre  stintejy 

Thei  were  fed  gladde  to  excnsen  bem  ful  bliue 

Of  ]>inge  wbicbe  yei  gilt  neuer  ber  lyue  392 

Of  wencbes  wolde  .L  beren  bem  on  bonde 

Wbann  fsX  for  seke  Ynne]>  ]>ei  mjbt  stonde 

5it  tikeled  .1.  bis  bert  for  ]>at  be 

Wend  .1.  badde  of  bim  so  grete  cberte  396 

•L  swore  j>at  al  my  walkynge  be  nybt 

Was  to  aspye  wencbes  |^at  be  dibt 

Ynder  ]>at  colour  bad  .1.  mony  a  myrjie 

For  al  sucbe  witte  is  jeue  us  in  owre  bir]>e  400 

Desceite  wepeynge  spynnynge .  god  babe  aeue  fFaiieroflennera 

dedit    daui    in 

To  womman  kindely  wbile  ]>at  pei  maie  leue      MuUerB 

And  fuB  of  o  ]>inge  .1.  auaunt  me 

Att  j>e  ende  .1.  bad  fe  bests  in  ycbe  degre  404 

Be  sleyjt  or  force  or  be  sum  manere  ]>iDge 

As  by  continuel  murmur  or  gruccbinge 

Kamely  abedde  bad  ]>ei  muscbaunce 

Tber  wolde  .1.  cbide  and  do  bem  no  plesance  408 

•L  wolde  no  longer  in  |^e  bedde  abide 

If  ]>at  .L  felte  bis  arme  ouer  my  side 

Til  be  bad  made  bis  raunson  yn-to  me 

Tban  wolde  .L  suf&e  bim  do  bis  nycete  412 

IT  And  ])er-for  eueiy  man  ]>is  tale  .L  telle 

Wyne  wbo  so  maie  al  ber  for  to  seH 

Wi]>]^  empty  bande  men  may  none  baukes  lure 

For  wynynge  wold  .1.  al  bis  lust  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  feyned  appetite 

And  )it  in  bacon  bad  .L  neuere  delyte 

Tbat  maked  me  j>at  eu^r  y  wolde  bim  cbide 

For  )K)ube  ]>e  pope  bad  sette  bim  be  side  420 

LANSnoWNS  224   (6-T.  346) 


SIX-TEXT   346 

GROUP  D.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  Lansdowne  MS. 

I  wold  noujt  spare  him  att  his  owene  horde 

For  he  my  tronfe  .L  white  him  worde  for  worde 

As  helpe  me  yerrei  gode  omnipotent 

]K)nhe  .L  scholde  nht  nowe  make  my  testament  424 

.1.  ne  hawe  him  a  worde  ]>at  it  nes  quitte 

.1.  hronht  it  so  ahoute  he  my  witte 

foi  he  mot  ^eue  it  yp  as  for  ]>e  hest 

Or  elles  had  we  neuer  hue  in  rest  428 

For  ]>ouhe  he  loked  as  a  lyone  [iMf  n,  iMck] 

5it  scholde  he  fsiile  of  his  conclusione 

fan  wolde  .1.  sei  goode  leue  take  kepe 

Howe  Mekely  loke]>  wilkin  owre  schepe  432 

Com  nere  my  spouse  lat  me  ha  pi  cheke 

5e  schoUfi  he  al  pacient  and  meke 

And  hane  a  swete  spiced  conscience 

Sen  je  so  preche  of  lohis  pacience  436 

SnfEre])  al-weie  synne  je  so  wel  can  preche 

And  hot  ^e  do  certeine  we  schol  jowe  teche 

l^at  it  is  faire  to  haue  a  wif  in  pes 

One  of  Ys  mote  howen  douteles  440 

And  eippe  a  man  is  more  resonahle 

Than  womman  is  sir  jowe  must  he  more  sufEreahle 

What  eylej)  )owe  to  gruche  pua  and  grone 

Is  it  for  30  wolde  haue  myn  queynte  alone  444 

Whi  take  it  al  lo  haue  it  euery  dele 

Petere  .L  schrewe  jowe  hot  je  loue  me  wele 

For.  if  .L  wolde  sella  my  hele  chose 

.L  cou]ye  walke  as  fresche  as  a  rose  448 

Bot  .L  wil  kepe  it  for  joure  owen  to]>e 

5e  he  to  hlame  he  god  .1.  saie  30W  so]>e 

Suche  maner  wordes  had  we  on  honde 

IT  Now  wil  .1.  speke  of  my  fer]>e  hushonde  452 

My  fer}»e  hushonde  was  a  reueloure 

This  is  to  sey  he  had  a  paramoi^r 

And.I.was,ongea«dMofragerie 

Stihome  and  stronge  and  loly  as  a  pye  456 
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81X-TBXT   347 

OBOUP  D.  §  L  wife's  preamble.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Lorde  howe  couye  .1.  daunce  to  an  harpe  smale 

And  singe  .L-wis  as  any  nyhten-gale 

Whan  .1.  hadde  dronke  a  drawht  of  swete  wyne 

Metelinge  pe  foule  cherle  ye  swyne  460 

That  wi]>  a  staf  berafb  his  wif  here  lyf 

For  sche  dianke  wyne .  ]>ouhe  .1.  had  hue  his  wif 

Ke  scholde  he  nouht  haue  daunted  me  fro  drinke 

And  after  wyne  of  venus  must  .1.  ]>inke  464 

For  also  seker  as  colde  engendere]>  haile 

A  likerous  mou]>e  most  haue  a  likerous  tails 

In  womman  Yi[n]olent  is  no  defence 

]>is  knowen  lichours  hue  experience  468 

Bot  lorde  ciiste  whan  ]yat  it  remembre]>  me 

Vpon  my  ^oxipe .  and  my  lolyte . 

It  tikelej)  me  aboute  myne  herte  Bote  imw] 

Ynto  ]>is  daie  it  do]>  myne  hert  bote  472 

That  .1.  haue  had  my  werlde  as  my  time 

Bot  age  alas  ]yat  aH  wil  envenyme 

Ha]>e  me  be-raft  my  beaute  and  my  pi]7]>e 

Lat  go  fare  wele  ]>e  deuel  go  ]>ere  wippe  476 

The  floure'  is  gone  pere  is  no  more  to  telle 

pe  bran  as  .1.  best  can  nowe  mot  .1.  sello 

Bot  ^it  to  be  riht  meiye  wolde  .1.  fonde 

Kow  ioipe  to  teli  of  my  fer]>e  husbonde  480 

.L  sei  .L  had  in  herte  grete  dispite 

pB.t  he  of  any  oj)er  had  delite 

Bot  he  was  qwytte  be  god  and  be  seinte  lose 

.L  maade  him  of  pQ  same  wode  a  crose  484 

Kot  of  my  body  in  no  foule  manere 

Bot  certeynly  .1.  maade  folke  suche  chiere 

^at  in  his  owen  gres  .1.  maade  him  frie 

For  angers  and  for  verraie  lelousye  488 

Be  god  in  er]>e  .1.  was  his  purgatorye 

For  whiche  .1.  hope  his  soule  be  in  glorie 

For  god  it  wote  he  satte  fill  ofte  and  songe 

Whan  ))at  his  scho  ful  bitterly  him  wronge.  492 
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For  fere  was  none  saue  gode  and  he  ]>at  wiste 

In  mony  wise  where  .1.  him  twiste 

He  dyed  whan  .1.  cam  from  lemsaleme 

And  lye]>  in  a  grane  vnder  |)e  rode  heme  496 

Al  nys  is  toumhe  not  so  curious 

As  was  \>e  sepulcre  of  him  Darius 

Whiche  Jat  Appellee  wrouhten  soubtely 

It  nys  hot  wast  to  beri  him  preciouslye  500 

Lat  him  fare  wele  god  jeue  his  sowle  rest 

He  is  nowe  in  his  graue  and  in  his  chest 

Nowe  of  my  fift  husbond  wil  .1.  teH 

God  lat  neuer  his  soule  come  in  heii  504 

And  3ete  was  he  to  me  ]>e  most  schrewe 

l^at  fele  .1.  on  my  ribhes  al  be  rewe 

And  euer  schal  vn-to  myne  endeynge  daie 

Bot  in  owre  bedde  he  was  so  &essche  and  gaie  508 

And  yei'Wip  also  wele  cou]>e  he  me  glose 

Whan  pot  he  wolde  haue  my  bele  chose 

f&t  j>ouhe  he  hadde  me  bette  on  eu6ry  bone 

He  cou|>e  winne  a-jeine  my  loue  a-none  512 

.L  trow  .1.  louede  him  bette  for  he  ciMf9s,bwdE] 

Was  of  his  loue  daungerous  to  me 

We  wemmen  haue  if  pai  .1.  schal  nouht  lye 

In  ]>iB  manere  a  qweynte  fantasy e  516 

Whayte  what  ])inke  we  may  nouht  lyhtly  haue 

))ere-afber  wil  we  crie  al  daie  and  craue 

For-bede  us  ]>inge  and  ]>at  desiren  we 

Pres  on  vs  fast  and  ]>an  wil  we  fle  520 

Wife  daungier  owten  we  al  oure  chafre 

Gret  pres  att  j)e  Market  make]>  dere  ware 

And  to  grete  chepe  is  holde  att  littel  pris 

Jis  knowef  euery  womman  fat  is  wys  524 

My  yenus  husbonde  god  his  soule  blisse 

Whiche  fat  .1.  toke  for  loue  and  for  no  richisse 

He  sumtyme  was  a  clerke  of  Oxenforde 

And  had  left  scole  and  went  att  home  to  horde  528 
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Wij)J)e  my  gossibbe  dwelinge  in  oure  toune 

God  baue  hire  soule  hire  name  was  Alison 

Sche  knewe  myne  hert  and  al  my  pnucte 

better  fan  oure  parische  pr^ste  so  mot  .L  fe  632 

To  hire  be-wryed  .1.  my  counseH  att 

For  hadde  my  busbond  pissed  on  a  watt 

Or  done  a  ]>inge  ]>at  schold  haue  cost  his  lif 

To  hir  and  to  ano]>er  wor]>i  wif  536 

And  to  my  neco  whiche  .1.  lone  wele 

•L  wolde  haue  tolde  his  counsel  euery  dele 

And  so  .L  dide  ful  often  god  it  wote 

p&t  maade  his  face  often  rede  and  bote  540 

For  verray  schame  and  blamed  him-selfe  for  he 

Had  tolde  to  me  so  grete  a  pnuete 

And  so  it  be-fett  ]>at  ones  in  a  lente 

So  oft  time  .1.  to  my  gossip  wente  544 

For  euer  jit  .1.  loued  to  be  gay 

And  for  walke  in  marche  aprile  and  Male 

Fro  hous  to  hous  to  herken  sondaye  tales 

Jpat  lankin  clerke  and  my  gossib  dam  Alice  548 

And  .L  my  selfe  in-to  j>e  felde  wento 

Myne  husbond  was  att  Londen  al  ]>at  lente 

.L  hadde  f  e  better  leyser  for  to  pleie 

And  for  to  see  a7id  eke  for  to  be  seie  552 

Of  lusty  folke  what  wist  .1.  where  my  grace 

Was  schapen  for  to  be  or  in  what  place 

There-for  maade  .1.  my  yisitacions  [kaf  mj 

To  vigiles  and  to  processions  556 

To  precheinge  eke  and  to  pla  pilgrimages 

To  pleis  of  Miracles  and  of  Mariages 

And  weied  vpon  my  gaie  scarlet  Gytes 

This  wermes  ne  pea  mouhtes  ne  |)is  mytes  560 

Vpon  my  perel  fete  hem  neaer  a  dele 

And  wost  f  ou  whie  for  J)ei  were  vsed  wele 

Nowe  wil  .1.  telle  forf  e  what  happed  me 

•L  sale  ]>at  in  ]>e  felde  walked  wee  564 
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Til  tiewelj  we  liad  suche  daliance 

fia  derke  and  .1.  pat  of  my  purueance 

.L  spak  to  him  and  seide  how  pot  he 

.If  .1.  were  wedowe  scholde  wedde  me  668 

For  ceiteinlj  .1.  saie  for  no  bobance 

]>at  was  .1.  neuer  ^it  wi]7-oute  pumeance 

Of  manage  ne  of  o>er  >inges  eke 

.1.  holde  a  mannes  witte  nouht  wor]>e  a  leke  572 

yai  ha]>  bott  one  hole  to  sterte  vnto 

And  if  peX  faile  )>an  is  pat  al  j-do 

[I  bare  hym  on  honde  he  hadde  enchaunted  me  ^y^Sj'^S^'/FP 

My  dame  taught  me  that  subtilte  ""*  •J 

And  I  seide  I  mette  of  hym  ati  nyght  577 

He  wolde  haue  shamed  me  as  I  ley  yp-iight 

And  my  bedde  was  veiey  blode 

Bat  yite  I  hope  that  ye  shiiH  do  me  good  580 

ffor  good  blode  be-tokenyth  Golde  as  I  was  taught 

And  ali:  was  fals  I  dremed  of  hym  right  noght 

But  as  I  folowed  my  Dames  lore 

[a  line  misst  in  the  MS,]  ]  [M8  n  s.  86  extract  stops} 

Bot  nowe  sire  lete  me  se  what  .L  schal  seyne 

A  ha  be  god  .1.  haue  my  tale  a-jeine 

Whan  ]>at  myn  faire  husbonde  laie  on  here 

.1.  wepe  al  gate .  and  maad  sory  chiere  588 

As  wives  moten  for  it  is  ysage 

And  wij)  my  kerchef  kouerde  my  Tesage 

Bot  for  ]>at  .1.  was  purveide  of  a  make 

.L  wepe  bot  smale  and  )^at  .1.  vnder  take  592 

To  cherche  was  my  husbonde  borne  on  morwe 

WiJ>  neyhbors  J»t  for  him  maad  sorwe 

And  lankin  oure  clerke  was  on  of  ]>o 

As  helpe  me  god  whan  ]>at  .1.  sihe  him  go  596 

Affeter  pe  here  me  J^ouht  he  hadd  a  peire 

Of  leges  of  feet  so  clene  and  faire 

pat  al  my  herte  .1.  jaf  vn-to  his  holde 

He  was  .L  trowe  tuew[n]ty  winter  olde  600 
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And  .1.  was  fourty .  if  J^at  J.  schal  seie  80]>e 

Bot  jit  .L  had  alwaie  a  coltes  to]>e 

Gate  to]>ede  .1.  was  and  ]>at  be-come  me  wele 

•L  had  ]ye  prmte  of  seint  venas  seale  604 

Aa  helpe  me  god  .L  was  a  lusti  one 

And  faire  and  riche  and  jonge  and  wele  be-gone 

And  treulj  as  myne  hosbonde  tolde  me  ciMfM^bMii] 

.L  hadde  ]ye  best  quoniam  ]>at  myht  be  608 

[ffor  certis/  I  am  aH/  fulli  reoeryan .  [Eni.  iTse,  iff»,  in  margiu} 

In  felyng/  &  myn  herte  aii:  marcian . 

Venus/  me  yaf*  my  lust/  my  likyng/  &  licorousnes/. 

And  Mars/  gaf/  me  my  stuidi  haidynes/.]  612 

Myne  asscendent  was  taurus  and  mars  pere  inne 

Alas  alas  ]yat  euer  loue  was  sinne 

.L  folowed  ay  myne  Inclinacioa 

Be  yertue  of  mye  constillacioii  616 

]»t  maade  me  .L  cou]^  noujt  wijnirawe 

Mi  chambre  of  yenus  frome  a  goode  f elawe 

[yet/  haue  I  a  marke  of/  Mars  vp-on  my  face .  ^^^'^'^^ 

And  also  in  another/  pryue  place . 

ffor  god  so  wisse  be  my  saluadon . 

I  louyd  neuyr/  bi  non  discrescion . 

But  euyr/  folewid  myn  appetite . 

AE/  were  he  schort/  long/  blak/  or  white .  624 

I  toke  no  kepe  so  that/  he  liked  me . 

How  pore  he  was/  ne  eke  of"  what/  degre .]        SSrfJSSLT*' 

What  scold  .L  seie  bot  at  pe  mone]>es  ende 

This  loly  clerk  lankin  poi  was  so  hende  628 

TSjBLpe  wedde  me  wij>  grete  solempnite 

And  to  him  jaf  .L  al  fe  londe  and  fee 

psi  euere  was  me  jeuene  ]yare  before 

Bot  afterwarde  repentede  me  fill  sore  632 

He  wolde  suffer  no  ]ying  of  my  lust 

Be  god  he  smote  me  ones  on  pe  luste 

for  ]yat  .L  rent  oute  of  his  booke  a  lef 

l^at  of  pski  stroke  myne  eren  wexen  def  636 
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Stybome  .L  was  as  is  a  lyonesse 

And  of  my  tonge  a  yerreie  langeleres 

And  walke  J.  walde  as  .1.  had  do  be-forne 

Frome  house  to  house  al  ]>ouhe  he  had  it  swome  640 

For  wij)  often  time  he  wolde  prcche 

And  me  olde  romans  gestes  teche 

Howe  he  simplicius  gallus  left  his  wif 

And  hire  for-6oke  for  terme  of  his  lif  644 

Not  hot  for  hopen  hede  he  hire  seie 

Lokeynge  oute  att  his  dore  on  a  daie 

Ano]>er  Bomeyne  tolde  he  me  be  name 

That  for  his  wif  was  att  a  somer  game  648 

Wi^wte  his  weteinge  he  for-sooke  here  eke 

And  )^n  wolde  he  ypon  his  bible  seeke 

]yat  ilke  prouerbe  of  ecclesiast 

Where  he  commande]>  and  for-bede]?  fast  652 

Man  schal  not  sufFdr  his  wif  go  roile  arboute 

Than  wolde  he  saie  riht  ]>us  wi]H)uten  doute 

IT  Who  so  ]yat  bilde]>  his  house  al  of  salowes  Not* 

And  prike])  his  blinde  hors  ouere  p[e]  falowes  656 

And  sufferjy  his  wif  for  seken  halowes 

Is  wor}>i  to  be  honge  on  |>e  galowes 

Bot  al  for  not  .1.  set  not  an  hawe 

Of  his  prouerbes  ne  of  his  olde  lawe .  660 

Ne  .1.  wolde  nouht  of  him  correct  be  peaf  w] 

.1.  hate  him  |)at  my  vice  telle])  me 

And  so  do  mo  god  wote  of  vs  ])an  .1. 

fiB  maade  him  wi]>e  me  woode  al  vtterly  664 

.L  nolde  nouht  for-bere  him  in  no  caas 

Nowe  wil  .1.  seye  ^owe  so|)e  be  seint  thomas 

Whi  yaiJL,  rent  oute  of  his  boke  a  lefe 

For  whiche  he  smote  me  ]yat  .1.  was  defe  668 

He  had  a  booke  f&t  gladly  nyht  and  daie 

For  his  disporte  he  wolde  rede  al  weie 

He  clepede  yalerye  and  theofraste 

Att  whiche  boke  he  lauhe  al-weye  ful  fast  672 
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Ande  eke  J^are  was  sum  time  a  clerke  in  rome 

A  Cardinale  ]>at  luht  seint  lerome 

])at  maad  a  boke  ajeine  louynyane 

In  whiche  booke  eke  per  was  torculane  676 

Crisippus  Trecula  and  helowjs 

That  was  Abbas  noujt  fer  fro  parische 

And  eke  j>e  paraboles  of  Salomon 

Ovydes  arte  and  bokes  many  one  680 

And  al  ]>is  were  boundene  in  o  velome 

And  euery  nyht  and  day  was  his  custome 

Whan  he  had  leysere  and  yacacione 

frome  o]>er  werldly  occupacione  684 

To  reden  on  ]>is  boke  of  wikked  wynes 

He  knewe  of  hem  mo  legentez  and  lines 

Than  bne  of  goode  wyues  in  ]>e  bible 

For  troste])  wele  it  is  an  impossible  688 

Jat  any  clerke  wil  speken  good  of  wyves 

Bot  if  it  bue  of  holy  seintes  lyues 

Ke  of  none  o]>er  womman  neu^re  pe  mc 

Who  peynted  f  e  lyon  tel  me  who  692 

Be  god  if  wemmen  had  wreten  stories 

As  clerkes  hane  wijhinne  hire  oratories 

Thei  wold  haue  wreten  of  men  more  wikkednesse 

]yan  al  ]>e  mark  of  Adam  maie  redresse  696 

The  childem  of  Mercnre  and  Yenns 

Bene  in  hire  wirkeinge  oontrarius 

Mercurie  lone  wisdome  and  sciens 

And  venns  lone]>  note  and  dispens  700 

And  for  hir  diners  disposicion 

Sche  falle]>  in  o]>er  exaltacion . 

And  )>us  godde  wote  Mercurie  is  desolate  citaf  w,  bMk] 

In  piscis  where  venus  is  exaltate  704 

And  venus  falle]>  |>ere  Mercurie  is  reised 

])ere-for  no  womman  of  no  man  is  preised 

pe  clerke  whan  he  is  olde  and  maie  nouht  do 

Of  venus  werkes  worj^e  his  olde  scho  708 
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Than  sitte  he  doune  and  write  in  his  dotage 

That  wemmen  kan  nouht  kepe  here  Mariage 

Bot  nowe  to  purpos  why  .1.  tolde  Je 

l)at  .1.  was  beten  for  a  booke  perde  712 

Vpon  a  nyht  lankin  fat  was  owre  sire 

Eadd  on  his  boke  as  he  satte  be  f  e  fire 

Of  Eue  first  fat  for  hire  wykkednesse 

Was  al  man  kinde  first  bronht  to  wrechednesse  716 

[for  which  IheavL  crist  /  him  silff  was  sleyne       /S?m]**  *** 

that  bought  vs  with  his  herte  blood  ageyne  ^^''aJ^SS-^^Sf-ioL 

lo  here  expresse  of  recorde  /  may  ye  fynde      ^^^^-^ 

that  woman  was  the  loos  /  of  al  mankynde]  720 

)k)  redde  he  me  howe  sampson  lost  his  heris 

Slepeinge  his  lemman  kut  it  wiffe  hire  scheris 

Thorwhe  whiche  treson  loste  he  bof  e  his  ey^en 

f o  redde  he  me  if  fat  .1.  schal  nonht  lyjen  724 

Of  Hercules  &  of  Dyamyre 

fat  caused  him  to  sett  him  self  a  fire 

JS'of  inge  for3ate  he  f  e  penance  and  woo 

fat  Socrates  had  wif fe  his  wyues  twoo  728 

Howe  fat  ancippa  kest  pisse  on  his  hede 

f  is  sely  man  satte  stiH  as  he  were  dede 

He  wype  his  hede  no  more  dorst  he  seine 

Bot  or  fat  fonder  stinte  comef  a  raine  732 

Of  Phasipha  fat  was  queene  of  Crete 

For  schrewednesse  him  f  ouht  f e  tale  swete 

Fy  speke  no  more  it  [is]  a  grisely  f  inge 

Of  hire  orrible  lust  and  hir  lykeinge  736 

Of  Clitermistra  for  hir  lycherie 

fat  falsly  maad  hir  husbond  for  to  deye 

He  red  it  wif  fill  good  deuociofl 

He  told  me  for  what  occasiofl  740 

Amphiorax  att  Thebes  lost  his  lif 

Myne  husbond  hadd  a  legent  of  his  wife 

Eriphilem  fat  for  a  nouche  of  golde 

Hafe  pn'uely  vnto  f e  Grekes  tolde  744 
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Where  fat  Mr  husbond  hid  him  in  a  place 

For  whiche  he  hadd  att  Thebes  soil  grace 

Off  lima  tolde  he  me .  &  of  lucye 

foi  bo^  maade  her  husbondes  for  to  deye  748 

That  oone  for  loue  j>e  to]>er  was  for  hate  [imT  wj 

Lyma  hir  husbonde  on  euen  late 

Enpoysond  had  for  ]>at  sche  was  his  foo 

Lucia  likerous  loued  hire  husbond  soo  752 

P&t  for  he  schold  vpon  hire  alweie  ]>inke 

8che  jaue  him  suche  a  loue  maner  drinke 

fat  he  was  dede  or  it  was  be  |^e  morwe 

And  pxia  algates  husbondes  haue  sorwe  756 

Jpan  tolde  he  me  howe  one  latumyus 

Compleynede  to  lus  felawe  Arius 

That  in  his  gardyne  groued  suche  a  tre 

On  whiche  he  seide  ]>at  his  wyues  J^re  760 

Honged  hem  self  for  hertes  dispitous 

O  leue  bro]>er  quod  ]>is  Arrius 

jif  me  a  plante  of  j)at  blisful  tre 

And  in  my  gardine  plantid  it  schal  be  764 

IT  Of  latter  date  of  wyues  ha])e  he  radde 

])at  ban  sleyne  here  husbonde  in  her  bedde 

And  lete  hire  lychoure  diht  hire  al  |>e  nyht 

Whan  fat  ]>e  cors  laie  in  flore  ypriht  768 

And  sum  haue  dreuen  nayles  in  here  brayue 

While  ]>at  fei  slope  and  ]>us  J^ei  haue  hem  sleyne 

Some  haue  jeuen  poyson  in  my  drynke 

He  spake  more  harme  ]>an  hert  maie  be-J^inke  772 

And  ]>erwi]>al  be  knewe  of  mo  prouerbes 

Jpan  in  fis  werlde  J^er  growen  grasse  or  herbes 

Bet  is  quod  he  pin  habitacione 

Be  wi]>  a  leoun  or  a  foule  dragofle  776 

])an  wi}»  a  womman  vsinge  for  to  chide 

Better  is  quod  he  hihe  in  ]>e  rofe  abide 

pan  wi]>  an  angre  wif  doun  in  an  hous 

pei  bene  so  wikked  and  contrarious  780 
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fei  hate])  J^at  her  husbonde  lone])  aye 

He  seid  a  woYTzman  kest  hir  schame  awaye 

Whan  Bche  cast  of  hire  smok  and  ioifermo 

A  faiie  womman  hot  ache  be  chaste  also  784 

Is  like  a  gold  ringe  on  a  sowes  nose 

Who  walde  wene  or  wold  suppose 

ye  wo  ]»t  in  myne  hert  was  and  pine 

And  whan  .L  sawe  he  wolde  nener  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  ]yis  cursed  booke  al  nyht 

Al  sodanly.  pre  leues  had  .1.  plyht. 

Out  of  his  boke  riht  as  he  redde  and  eke  Oaf  w,  bMk] 

.1.  wi]>  my  fiste  so  toke  him  on  ]>e  cheke  792 

j>at  in  oure  fire  he  fel  bakward  a-doune 

And  he  vp  stert  as  do^e  a  woode  lyone 

And  wi]>  his  fist  he  smote  me  on  ]>e  hede 

l)at  in  fe  fore  .L  laie  as  .1.  ware  dede  796 

And  whan  he  sawhe  howe  stille  ])at  J.  laie 

He  was  a-gast  and  wolde  haue  fledde  a-waie 

Til  atte  )nst  owte  of  myne  swohe  .1.  braide 

O  hastowe  sleyne  me  false  jKsfe  .1.  seide  800 

And  for  my  lande  fxiB  hast  ]>ou  mor])erd  me 

Or  .1.  be  dede  jit  wil  .L  kisse  pe 

And  nere  he  come  and  kneled  faire  a-doune 

And  seide  dere  suster  Alison  804 

As  hdipe  me  god  .L  schal  j)e  neuer  smyte 

]^t  .L  haue  done  it  is  pi  self  to  wite 

For-jeue  it  me  and  pat  .1.  pe  be-seke 

And  jit  eft-sones  .1.  hitte  him  ofi  pe  cheke  808 

And  seide  pef  pus  wil  .1.  me  awreke 

I^owe  wil  .1.  deye  .L  maie  no  longer  speke 

Bot  att  fe  last  wi]y  muchel  care  and  woo 

We  fefi  accorded  be  oure  seluen  tuoo  812 

He  jaue  mealpe  bride  in  myn  honde 

To  haue  pe  gouemance  of  owse  and  londe 

And  of  his  tunge  and  of  his  honde  also 

And  maade  him  bime  his  boke  anone  riht  ]h>  816 
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And  whan  ]>at  .L  had  geten  vn-to  me 

Be  maistre  al  ]>e  souerainte 

j)an  he  seide  myne  owen  trewe  wif 

Do  as  ]>u  lyst  ]>e  terme  of  al  my  lyf  820 

Kepe  |)ine^honouTe  and  kepe  eke  my  astate 

After  ]7at  dale  we  had  neuere  dehate 

God  helpe  me  so  .1.  was  to  him  als  kinde 

As  any  wyf  firo  danmark  in-to  hinde  824 

And  also  trewe  and  so  was  he  to  me    . 

.1.  praie  to  god  j)at  site]>  in  maieste 

So  hlisse  his  sowle  for  his  mercy  dere 

Kowe  wil  .1.  seie  my  tale .  if  je  wil  here  828 


[The  Wrangle  between  the  Summonsr  and  Friar^ 

The  frere  lowhe  whan  he  had  herd  al  \i]s 
Nowe  dame  quod  he  so  haue  .1.  ioye  or  bh's 
))is  is  a  longe  preamble  of  a  tale 
And  whan  )>e  SomenoMr  herde  ]>e  frere  gale 

^  Lo  qtM7d )«  Somenottr  be  goddes  armes  tuo  JJjJj^Jin  te  Bomen- 
A  frere  wil  entremete  him  eucr  mo  o«-h«dj»eih«g«i.i 

Lo  godemen  a  flye  and  eke  a  frere 

wiH  fal  in  enery  dissche  and  eke  matere  836 

What  spekest  ]>ow  of  preambulacione 

What  amble  or  trote  or  pees  or  goo  sitte  adoune 

Thou  lettest  owre  disporte  in  ]>is  manere 

3e  wil-tow  so  SomenoMr  c\uo^  pe  frere  840 

Nowe  be  fey  .1.  schal  or  fat  .1.  go 

Tell  of  a  somenour .  suche  a  tale  or  tuo 

]»at  al  ]>e  folke  schal  lawhen  In  J^is  place 

Nowe  elles  frere  .1.  be-schrewe  \i  face  844 

Qz^od  ]>is  Somenour .  and  .1.  be-schrewe  me 

Bot  .1.  teU:  ])e  tales  two  or  ]>re 

Of  freres  ar  .1.  come  to  sideingbome 

))at  .1.  schal  make  ]>ine  herte  for  to  mome  848 
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For  wele  .1.  wote  Ji  pacien  is  gone 

Owre  oste  cried  pees  and  )^at  a-none 

And  seide  lat  j)e  woTnman  tel  hir  tale 

3e  faren  as  folken  bien  of  ale  852 

Do  dame  tel  for^e  jowe  tale  and  ]>at  is  best 

Al  redi  siie  qt^d  sche  riht  as  30W  lest 

3if  .1.  baae  Ijcence  of  ]yis  wor]>i  freie 

^is  dame  QiLod  he  t^  for)>e  M  tale  .1.  wil  here  856 
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Inoipit  fEtbnla  vz^s  de  Bathoma . 

IN  pe  olde  dales  of  fe  kinge  Arthoure 
Of  whiche  peA  bietons  speken  grete  honoure . 
AH  was  fls  land  fulfilled  of  faire 
The  Elphe  queene  wij>  hir  loly  compaignie         860 
Daunced  withe-oute  in  mony  a  grene  mede 
]^  was  ]>e  olde  opinion  ])at  .1.  rede 
.1.  speke  of  mony  a  .C.  ^ere  a-go 

Bot  now  can  no  man  see  none  elues  mo  864 

For  ]>e  grete  charite  aTid  ]>e  preiers 
Of  lymytours  and  of  oJ)er  pouere  frers 
PsA  serchen  euery  lande  and  euerj  streme 
As  ]>ikke  as  motes  in  ]>e  sonne  heme  868 

Blissinge  halles  chambres  bowres 
Citees  burghes  Castels  hihe  towres 
Thorpes  hemes  schipnes  dayeries 

piB  make])  ]>at  peie  be  no  fairies  872 

For  pere  as  was  wonte  to  walke  an  elfe  D^f  97,  back] 

Per  walkej)  nowe  pe  limitour  him  selfe 
In  vndermeles  and  in  momeynges 

And  sei])e  his  Matines  and  his  holy  Jyinges  876 

As  he  go])  in  his  visitacioune 
Wemmen  maie  go  nowe  sanely  vpe  and  doune 
In  euerj  bossche  or  vnder  euere-y  tre 
There  is  none  o])er  Incnbi/^  bot  he  880 

And  he  wil  do  hem  bot  disonoure 
And  so  fel  it  pat  pia  kinge  Arj)Oure 
Had  in  his  house  a  lusty  bachellier 
])at  on  a  dale  cam  rideinge  fro  pe  reucre  884 
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And  happed  a-lone  as  sche  was  borne 

He  sawlie  a  maiden  walkinge  him  be-fome 

Of  whiche  maiden  maugreue  hire  hede 

be  verrei  force  he  raft  hir  hir  maidenhede  888 

For  wiche  oppression  was  suche  olamoure 

And  suche  pursuyt  vnto  kinge  Arthoure 

That  dampned  was  pis  knyht  for  to  be  dede 

Be  couiB  of  lawe  and  scholde  haue  lost  his  hede  892 

Parauenture  suche  was  ^e  statute  ))0 

Bot  ^at  ^e  queene  and  oj^er  ladies  mo 

So  longe  preide  pe  kinge  of  grace 

Til  he  hiB  him  giYZunted  in  ^e  place  896 

And  ^aue  to  ^e  qwene  al  att  hir  wiH 

To  chese  wej^er  sche  wolde  him  saue  or  spiH 

The  queen  J^onked  pe  kinge  vnp  al  here  myht 

And  after  ))is  ^us  spak  sche  to  )>e  knyht  900 

Whan  ^t  sche  seihe  her  time  vpon  a  daye 

Thou  stondest  3it  quod  sche  in  suche  araye 

^at  of  ])i  lyf  jit  hast  )>ou  no  surte 

.L  graunte  peMi  ifpM  canst  tel  me  904 

what  ^inge  is  ]}at  wemmen  moste  desiren 

Be  war  and  kepe  ]yi  nekke  bone  from  yren 

And  if  ]k>u  can  noujt  tel  it  me  anone 

Jit  wil  .1.  jeue  pe  leue  for  to  gone  908 

A  twelmo]y  and  a  daie  to  seke  and  lere 

An  ansewere  sufficiant  in  pis  matier 

And  surte  wil  .1.  haue  ar  J^at  ))ou  pace 

Thi  body  for  to  jelden  in  ))is  place  912 

Woo  was  ^is  knyht  and  sorwful  he  sike)) 

Bot  whate  he  may  nouht  do  al  as  him  like|^ 

And  att  pe  last  he  chase  him  for  to  wende  nearoq 

An  com  ajeine  riht  att  pe  jeres  ende  916 

Wtt^  suche  answere  as  god  wold  him  purueye 

And  take))  his  leue  and  wende))  for])  his  weye 

He  seke])e  euary  house  and  euery  place 

Where  as  hope^  for  to  finde  grace  920 
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To  leren  wliatt  J^inge  wemmen  loaen  most 

Bot  he  nowe  couj^e  riden  in  no  cost 

Where  as  he  myht  finde  in  J^is  matier 

Two  creatures  aecordinge  in  fere  924 

Some  seide  wemmen  louen  best  riches 

Some  seide  honot^r  some  seid  lolynes 

Some  seide  Eiche  araye  and  lust  abedde 

And  oft  tim  to  be  wedowe  and  wedde  92d 

Some  seide  )>at  we  be  most  esede 

Whan  ^at  we  bene  flaterde  and  yplesede 

He  go]i  ful  nyhe  ^e  aofe  .L  wil  nouht  lye 

A  man  schal  wynne  vs  best  mp  flaterye  932 

And  wi^  attendance  and  wip  besines 

Bene  we  y-lymede  bo)>  more  and  les 

And  som  men  sein  howe  pBi  we  louen  best 

For  to  bue  ire  and  do  riht  as  vs  lest  936 

And  pai  no  man  repreue  ts  of  oure  vice 

Bot  sei  pB.t  we  bue  wise  and  no]}inge  nice 

For  trewly  J^are  is  none  of  vs  al 

If  any  wight  wil  clowe  vs  on  pe  gal  940 

])at  we  nyl  loke  or  he  seie  pe  Bope 

Assaie  and  he  schal  finde  it  pat  he  do]>e 

For  be  we  neuere  so  vicious  wM-inne 

we  wil  be  holden  wise  and  clene  of  sinne  944 

And  summen  seine  J^at  grete  delite  haue  we 

For  to  be  holden  stable  and  eke  secre 

And  in  o  purpos  stedfastly  to  dwelt 

And  nouht  be-wrye  ]yinge  ])at  men  ts  tell  948 

Bot  ^at  tale  is  noujt  wor]y  a  rake  stele 

Parde  we  wemmen  kan  no  ))inge  hele 

Wittenesse  of  myda  wil  ^e  here  pe  tale 

Ouide  a-monges  o]}er  ^inges  smale  952 

Sei]>  Mida  ha  yndre  his  longe  heres 

Growinge  vpon  his  tuo  asse  eres 

The  whiche  vice  he  hidde  as  he  best  myht 

Ful  subtily  from  eueryche  mannes  siht  956 
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That  saue  his  wif  )»er  wist  ^ore-of  no  mo  (iMf  w,  backj 

He  loued  hir  most  and  trist  to  hir  also 

He  piaide  hir  most  ]}at  mto  no  creature 

sche  schold  nonjt  tel  of  his  disfigure  960 

Sche  swore  him  naye  for  al  J?is  world  to  wynne 

Sche  nold  do  f  fat  velany  or  Jat  synne 

To  make  hir  husbonde  haue  so  foule  a  name 

For  reproueinge  of  him  and  fowie  schame  964 

Bot  !N^a])ele8  hir  J^ouht  ^t  sche  deide 

]7at  sche  so  longe  scholde  a  counsel  hide 

Hir  ]youht  it  satt  so  sore  aboute  hir  hert 

)}at  nedely  sum  worde  hir  mot  a-stert  968 

And  8e|^  sche  dorste  tel  it  to  no  man 

Doune  to  a  marese  fast  sche  ranne 

Til  sche  came  ])er  hire  hert  was  a  fire 

And  as  betoure  beblej)  in  J>e  myre  972 

Sche  laide  hir  mou]>e  in-to  ]}e  water  downe 

Be-wrye  me  nouht  fou  water  wij  J)i  soune 

Quod  sche .  to  ]>e  .1.  tel  it  and  no  mo 

Myne  husbonde  ha]>e  longe  asses  eres  tuo  976 

Nowe  is  myne  hert  al  hole  now  it  is  owte 

.1.  myht  no  longer  kep  it  oute  of  doute 

Here  mai  ^e  see  ))Ouhe  we  a  time  abide 

-3it  oute  it  mot  we  mowe  no  counsel  hide  980 

])e  remenant  of  f  e  tale  if  ^e  wil  here 

Eedejy  ovide  and  30  maie  it  lere 

This  knyht  of  wiche  mi  tale  is  special! 

Whan  fat  he  sauh  he  miht  nouht  com  \ere  bye  984 

This  to  seie  what  wemmen  louen  most 

Wif-inne  his  hert  sorweful  was  f  e  goste 

Bot  home  he  gof  e  he  miht  nouht  soiome 

The  daie  was  come  fat  homward  most  he  tome  988 

And  in  lus  wei  it  happed  him  to  ride 

In  all:  his  care  ynder  a  forest  side 

Where  he  sawhe  on  o  daunce  go 

Of  ladys  foure  and  twenty  and  jit  moo  992 
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Towaide  pe  dawnce  he  drowLe  him  3eme 

In  hopo  ]>at  som  wisdome  scholde  he  leiene 

Bot  certeinly  ar  he  came  folly  ]}eie 

Yanyssched  was  )»  daunce  he  wist  nouht  where .  996 

"No  GTeotuie  sawe  he  pat  hare  lif 

Saue  in  pe  grene  he  sawhe  sittinge  a  wif 

A  fowler  wight  pei  may  no  man  devise  ciMfflf] 

A-^in  pe  knyht  pe  olde  wif  gan  arise  1000 

And  seid  sir  knyht  here  forfe  life  no  weye 

Tel  me  what  ^t  3e  seken  he  3onre  feye 

Paruuentur  it  maie  pe  better  he  ^  [<  bQ%  «»&  « ter^tckt  okO 

This  olde  folke  can  muche  pinge  qttod  ache  1004 

My  leue  quod  ]>i8  knyht  serteine 

.1.  am  hot  dede  hot  if  pat  .1.  can  seine 

Whatt  ]>inge  it  is  pot  wemmen  most  desire 

Coufe  3e  me  wise  .1.  wold  wele  white  3owre  hire        1008 

Plyht  me  ^i  trou^  here  in  my  honde  quod,  sche 

The  next  pmge  ^at  .1.  require  pe 

Thowe  schalt  it  do  if  it  ly  in  pi  myht 

And  J.  wil  tel  it  30 we  ar  it  be  nyht  1012 

Haue  here  my  troii)>e  qvod  knyht  .1.  graunt 

))at  quod  sche  .1.  maye  me  weld  avant 

Thi  lif  is  saue  for  X  wil  stonde  ^er  bye 

Ypon  my  lif  pe  qweene  wil  sale  as  .1.  1016 

Latt  see  whiche  is  ^e  proddest  of  hem  al 

That  were^  on  a  kercheue  or  a  cal 

^at  dar  sey  nay  of  ]>at  .1.  schal  30W  teche 

Lat  TS  go  for^  wi^ute  longer  speche  102O 

Tho  louned  sche  a  pistel  in  his  ere 

And  bad  him  to  be  gladde  and  haue  no  fere 

Whann  ^ei  be  commen  to  pe  coorte  ^is  knyht 

Seid  he  had  holde  his  daie  as  he  had  hiht  1024 

And  redy  was  his  ansewere  as  he  seide 

FoU^  mony  a  noble  wif  and  mony  a  maide      [*  Pus  ro«r  fv] 

And  mony  a  wedew  for  ^at  ]}ei  bn  wise 

The  queene  hire  seluea  sitt  luge  as  lustise  1028 
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Assemblede  ben  his  answere  for  to  here 

And  afterwarde  ^is  knyht  was  bod«  a-piere 

And  ^at  ^e  knyht  schold  tel  in  audience 

To  enerj. wight  commanded  was  silence  1032 

What  ^ingo  ]yat  werldly  wemmen  lonen  mest 

]>i8  knyht  ne  stode  noujt  stil  as  do])e  a  beste 

Bo  to  Jyis  questione  arnone  he  ansewerde 

Wi^  manly  Toyce  J)at  al  ^e  court  it  herde  1036 

My  liege  lady  lady  general  quod  he . 

Womman  desiret  to  hane  souereynte 

As  wele  oner  hir  husbonde  as  hir  lone 

And  for  to  be  in  maistre  him  a-bone  1040 

This  30wre  most  desire  J^onhe  je  me  kiH  [leaf  9o»  imu^] 

Do^e  as  jowe  list  J.  am  here  att  30ure  wiH 

In  al  ^e  courte  ne  was  per  wif  ne  maide 

Ne  wedowe  ^at  contraried  pat  he  seide  1044 

Bot  seyden  he  was  wor^i  to  haue  his  lyf 

And  wi]>  ))at  worde  ypstert  ^is  olde  wif 

Whiche  ^at  pe  knyht  sawe  sittinge  on  pe  grene 

Mercie  quod  sche  Mi  souereine  ladi  qweene  1048 

Ar  pat  joure  Court  depart  do  me  riht 

J.  tanht  ^is  ansewer  yn-to  ^is  knyht 

For  whiche  he  pUht  me  his  troupe  ^ere 

The  first  ^inge  .1.  wolde  of  him  require  1052 

He  wolde  it  do  if  it  lei  in  his  myhte 

Be-for  pe  Court  pan  praie  .L  pe  sir  knyht 

Quod  sche  pat  pVL  me  tak  vnto  ^i  wif 

For  wele  f u  woste  pat  .1.  haue  kepped  fi  lif  1056 

If  .L  saye  fals  seye  8o))e  ypon  ]>i  fey 

This  knyht  ansewerd  alas  and  walawaie 

.1.  wote  riht  wele  ]>at  suche  was  my  beheste 

For  goddes  loue  chese  a  newe  requeste  1060 

Tak  al  my  goode  and  lat  my  body  go 

Kay  ^an  quod  sche  .1.  schrewe  vs  bo])e  tuo 

For  ^t  .1.  be  foule  olde  and  pouer 

•L  nolde  for  al  pe  metal  ne  for  Oer  1064 
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]>at  ynder  erj^e  is  graue  or  lij?e  aboue 

Bot  if  ]>at  .1.  ]}i  wif  were  and  pi  loue 

Mi  loue  quod  he  nay  my  .  dampnacione 

Alas  ]7at  any  of  my  nacione  1068 

Schold  eTi6?'e  so  foule  disparaged  bue 

Bot  al  for  nouht  pe  ende  is  ]}is  ))at  be 

Constreigned  was  be  nedes  most  be  bir  wedde 

And  take])  ]7is  olde  wif  and  gof  to  bedde  1072 

Now  wold  sum  men  seine  parauenture 

]}at  for  my  necligence  .1.  do  no  cure 

To  tel  30we  Je  loye  and  pe  arraye 

J}at  att  ^e  feste  was  ))ilke  daye  1076 

To  wbicbe  ]>inge  scbortely  ansewere  .1.  scbal . 

.1.  seie  per  was  no  ioye  ne  fest  att  al 

j>et  nas  bot  beuynes  and  mucbe  sorwe 

For  pnuely  be  wede  bire  on  morwe  1080 

And  al  daie  after  bidde  bim  as  an  owle 

So  woo  was  bim  bis  wif  loked  so  foule . 

Crete  was  ^e  sorwe  pQ  knybt  bad  in  bis  povht  [leariM] 

Wban  be  was  wij>  bis  wyf  ybedde  broubt  1084 

He  walowef  arid  tomej)  to  and  fro 

His  olde  [wyf]  laye  smyleinge  euermo 

And  seide  Dere  busbonde  o  benedicite 

Fare]}  eucry  knybt  J^us  wif  bis  wif  as  je  1088 

Is  p\a  pQ  lawe  of  kinge  Ar])or8  bouse 

Is  euery  knybt  of  bis  fus  daungerous 

.1.  am  joure  loue  and  eke  ^oure  wif 

•I.  am  scbe  wbicbe  saued  baf  joure  lif  IOC 2 

And  sertes  jit  dide  .1.  90 we  neuer  vnribt 

Wbi  fare  30  pua  yrip  me  pQ  first  nibt 

3e  faren  like  a  man  ))at  bad  lost  bis  witte 

Fy  wbat  is  my  gilte  for  goddes  loue  teH  itte  101^6 

And  it  scbal  bue  amended  if  .1.  maie 

Amend  quod  ]7is  knybt  nay  naye 

Tbat  wil  noubt  bue  amendede  neuare  mo 

j)ou(ert  so  lo))ely  a72(2  so  olde  also  1100 
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And  ^eiNto  comen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde 

pat  litel  wonder  is  J^ouhe  .1.  walow  and  winde 

So  wolde  god  myne  heite  wolde  to-breste 

Is  l^is  quod  sclie  ]7e  cause  of  30ure  vnieste  1104 

)e  certeinly  quod  he  no  wonder  is 

Nowe  sir  quod  scbe  J.  cou)>e  amende  al  pia 

If  ^at  me  list  ar  it  were  dales  pre 

So  weU  30  myhtte  bere  3owe  vn>to  me  1108 

Bot  for  30  speken  of  sache  gentiUese 

As  is  descended  oute  of  al  richesse 

f&t  pere-foT  scholden  36  be  gentil  men 

Sacbe  errogance  is  nouht  worj^e  an  ben  1112 

Lo  who  ^at  most  is  vertuous  alweie 

Preue  and  a-pert  and  most  ende])  aia 

To  do  gentil  dedes  ]>at  he  can 

And  take  him  for  fe  gvettest  gentil  man  ^         1116 

Crist  wili  we  cleime  of  him  oure  gentilnes 

Kot  of  oure  eldies  for  b«re  olde  reches 

For  ^uhe  pei  3eue  ys  al  her  Heritage 

For  whiche  we  cleime  to  be  of  hihe  parage  1120 

Jit  may  pel  nouht  be-qtie]>e  for  no  J^inge 

To  none  of  ys  her  vertuous  leueinge 

That  maad  hem  gentil  men  y-K^ailed  be 

And  bad  vs  folowen  hem  in  suche  degre .  '  1124 

Wele  can  pe  wise  Poet  of  fHorens  (iMif  100,  back] 

pai  hiht  Dante  speke]>  in  ]>is  sentens 

Lo  in  Suche  manor  rim  is  dantes  tale 

Jul  selde  vp  rise))  be  his  braunches  smale  1 1 28 

Prowes  of  man  for  god  of  his  prouesse 

Wil  ^at  we  of  cleime  oure  gentillesse 

For  of  oure  helders  male  we  no  ))inge  cleime 

Bot  temporal  ^inge  pat  man  maie  hirte  and  maheime  1132 

Eke  eu^ry  white  wote  ))is  as  wele  as  .1. 

If  gentillesse  were  planted  naturalye 

Into  a  certeine  lignage  doune  pQ  line 

Preue  and  aperte  pan  wold  hey  neuer  fyne  1  Vd6 
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To  done  of  gentillesse  ^e  fledre  ofice 

Thei  myhten  do  no  velany  nor  vice 

Tak  fire  and  beie  it  in  pe  derkest  house 

Be-twex  ]>ifl  and  pe  mount  of  Caucasouse  IHO 

And  let  men  schette  }q  dore  and  go  J^epne 

3it  wil  ))e  file  Ij  as  fair  and  brenne 

As  ]K)uh  a  .M.  men  myht  it  be-holde 

His  office  natuiele  ay  wil  it  holde  1144 

Yp  peril  of  lif  til  ])at  it  deie 

Here  male  30  se  wele  howe  ^at  genteiye 

Is  nouht  anexed  to  possession 

6e]>  folke  do^  nouht  her  oparacion  1 148 

Alweie  as  do])e  ^e  fire  lo  in  his  kinde 

For  god  it  wote  men  male  ful  often  finde 

A  lorde  sone  do  schame  and  yelanye 

And  he  pat  wil  haue  prise  of  his  gentirye  1 152 

For  he  was  home  of  a  gentil  hous 

And  hadde  his  heldres  noble  and  yertuous 

And  nyl  him-seluen  do  no  gentil  dedes 

"Ne  folowe  his  gentilt  ancestre  ]iat  dedes  1156 

He  is  nouht  gentil  be  he  due  or  Erie 

For  veleyns  sinful  dede  mak  a  cherle 

For  gentillesse  ne  is  bot  reuente 

Of  ^ine  Auncestres  for  hire  bente  1 1 60 

Whiche  is  a  stronge  ]}inge  for  pi  persone 

The  gentilles  come^  &o  god  alone 

Than  come]y  oure  verraie  gentilles  of  grace 

He  was  noj^inge  be-que]ie  yb  wi))  oure  place  1164 

Thinke]?  howe  noble  as  aeip  Valerius 

Was  ])ilke  tullius  hostilius . 

That  oute  of  pouert  ros  to  hihe  noblesse  rinf  loi] 

Bede^  Senec  and  rede  eke  Boesse  1168 

There  schold  je  seen  expresse  ])at  it  no  drede  is 

That  is  gentil  pat  doj^e  gentil  dedes 

And  J)er-fore  dere  husbonde  .I»  pua  conclude 

Al  were  ))at  myne  Ancestres  were  so  rude  1 1 72 
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)it  maie  pat  hike  god  (md  so  liope  X 

Graunt  me  grace  to  lene  vertuouslj 

Than  am.  .L  geatil  whan  ^t  .L  be-giniM 

To  leuen  vortuoualy  oiM^  weaen  sinne  1176 

IT  And  ^aie  as  je  of  pouert  me  repreae 

The  hihe  god  on  whom  J^at  we  beleue 

In  wilful  pouert  ches  to  leue  his  lif 

And  certes  euerj  man  and  maide  and  wif  11 80 

Maie  ynder-stonde  ihe^u  henen  kinge 

Nq  wold  nou^fc  chese  a  vicious  leueingo 

Glad  pouert  is  an  honest  ^inge  certeigne 

This  wil  senec  an[d]  oj^re  clerkes  seine  1184 

Who  so  ^at  holde  him  paide  of  his  pooeii 

.L  holde  him  riche  al  had  he  nouht  sert 

He  y&t  couete^  is  a  pouer  wight 

For  he  wold  haue  ^at  is  nouht  in  his  myht  1 188 

Bot  pB,t  nouht  ha^  ne  couete^  to  haue 

Is  riche  al-]youhe  men  holde  him  bot  a  knaue 

Yerraj  pouert  is  sinne  propurlj 

luuenal  sei^  of  pouert  merely  1192 

The  pore  man  whan  he  gof  be  pe  waje 

Be-for  ^e  ]}eues  he  maie  singe  and  pleye 

Pouert  is  hatel  good  and  as  .L  gesse 

A  ful  grete  bnnger  oute  of  besinesse  1 194 

A  gre  amender  eke  of  Sapience 

To  him  |»at  lakke^  it  in  pacienee 

Pouer  is  piB  al  ^ouhe  it  seme  Alinge 

Possessione  fat  no  wyht  wil  chalinge  1200 

Pouert  ful  oft  whan  a  ma[n]  is  lowe 

Make|»  his  and  eke  him  self  to  knowe 

Pouert  in  spektacle  is  as  ))enke|>  me 

))ourhe  whiche  he  maie  his  verray  frende  se  1 204 

And  fere  sen  ^t  .1.  30 we  noujt  greue 

Of  my  pouert  no  more  me  repreue  5  iroi«  de  sienxtnte 

Nowe  sire  of  elde  ^e  preue  me 

And  oertes  sir  J^oruhe  none  auctorite  1203 
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Wher  in  no  boke  je  gentil  of  honoure  [iMf  loi,  bade] 

Seine  ]>at  men  scholde  an  olde  wife  do  fauoure 

And  clepe  her  moder  for  her  gentillesse 

An  Auctonis  schal  .1.  finde  as  .L  gesse  1212 

Kowe  ]>ere  je  seine  pai  .1.  am  foule  and  olde 

J)an  drede  jowe  nouht  to  he  no  cokewolde 

For  fil]>e  and  hel]}e  as  mot  .1.  ^e 

Bene  grete  werdeins  Tpon  chastite  1216 

Bot  na^eles  sen  .1.  knowe  ^ouie  delite 

.1.  8cha[l]  ful-fiH  joure  werlj  appetite 

Chese  nowe  quod  sche  one  of  ^is  ]>inges  tweye 

To  haue  me  foule  and  olde  til  fat  .1.  deie  1220 

And  he  to  jowe  a  trewe  humhle  wif 

And  neuer  jone  displese  in  al  my  lif 

Or  eUes  ^e  wil  hane  me  jonge  and  faire 

And  take  ^oore  auentnre  of  pe  repaire  1 224 

That  schal  com  to  ^oore  house  he  cause  of  me 

Or  in  sume  of  ere  place  wel  maie  he 

Kowe  chese  30ure  seluen  whe])er  pai  30U  like]> 

This  knyht  a-vised  him  and  sore  he  sike]>  1228 

Bot  att  ^e  last  he  seide  in  pia  manere 

My  lady  and  my  loue  and  wife  so  dere 

•L  putte  me  in  joure  wise  gouernaunce 

Qeeaep  30ure  self  whiche  maie  he  most  plesaunce         1232 

And  most  honour  to  jowe  and  me  also 

.1.  do  no  force  whe]yer  of  ))e  tuc 

For  as  ^owe  like]y  it  sufficet  me 

Than  haue  .L  gete  of  jowe  ]>e  maistre  'qtiod  sche         1236 

Sen  .L  may  chese  and  goueme  as  me  lest 

3e  sertes  wif  qtiod  he  .1.  holde  it  for  |)e  host 

Kisse  me  quod  sche  we  he  no  longer  wro^e 

For  he  my  trowj^e  .1.  witt  he  to  3owe  hofe  1240 

J^is  is  seine  to  he  to  jowe  ho]}e  feire  and  goode 

X  praie  to  god  pat  .1.  mot  steruen  woode 

Bot  .1.  to  jowe  he  also  sadde  and  trewe 

As  euer  was  wif  sen  pat  pe  werlde  was  newe  1 244 
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And  bot  .1.  be  to  morwe  also  faire  to  seen 

As  any  ladj  Empires  or  qween 

]pat  is  be-twene  pe  est  and  eke  ^e  west 

Do  wi]y  mjlif  a?;^  de])e  nht  as  30W  lest  1248 

East  vp  ])e  knrteyne  and  loke  how  it  is 

And  whan  ^e  knyht  sauhe  al  pla 

J)at  sche  so  faire  was  arid  so  3onge  fer-io  Deaf  in] 

For  ioj  he  hent  hir  in  his  armes  tuo  1252 

His  hert  ba]yed  in  a  ba^])e  of  bUsse 

A .  M  •  time  a  rewe  he  gan  hir  kisse 

And  sche  obeide  him  in  enery  ^inge 

pat  myht  done  him  plesans  or  likeinge  1256 

And  puB  pei  leued  ynto  her  lyues  hende 

In  parfite  loye  and  ihe«u  criste  ys  sende 

Hosbonde  meke  jonge  and  fresshe  y  bedde 

And  grace  to  ouer-lede  hame  ^at  we  wedde  1260 

And  eke  .1.  praie  to  ihera  schort  her  lynes 

))at  wil  nouht  bo  gonemd  be  hir  wyues 

And  olde  and  Angrye  Kigard  in  dispence 

God  send  hem  sone  a  yerrei  Pestelence  1264 

Ezplioit  falmla  Hatrone  vxoris  de  Bathoma » 
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Inoiptt  prologue  ttatrtB 

lorn  toqriMJ 

This  wor|^i  lymitour  pia  noble  frere 
He  maad  alweie  lowieynge  chere 
Ypon  ]ye  Sompnour  bot  for  boneste 
No  veleyns  worde  aa  )ite  spake  be  1268 

Bot  att  ]ra  last  be  saide  vnto  pe  wife 
Dame  good  god  37ue  jowe  liht  good  life 
3e  bane  toucbede  here  as  mot  .L  ^e 
In  scole  Matier  gret  difficolte  1272 

3e  bane  seide  mucbel  ]}inge  riht  wele  .L  seie 
Bot  dame  bere  as  we  riden  be  )»  weie 
Ys  nede|^  noubt  to  speken  bot  of  game 
And  lete  Anctorites  in  goddes  name  1276 

To  precbeinge  and  to  schole  eke  of  clergie 
Bot  if  it  like  vnto  pia  compaignie 
.1.  wil  ^owe  of  a  Somnour  tel  a  game 
Parde  .1.  maie  wele  knowe  be  ))i  name  1 280 

peit  of  no  somnour  mai  no  good  be  seide 
.1.  praie  ]>at  none  of  ^owe  be  ynel  apaide 
A  Somnottr  is  a  romer  vp  and  donne 
Wi|^  a  mendement  of  fomicacioune  1284 

And  is  .L-bette  att  enerj  tonnes  ende 
Owre  pan  spake  a  sir  3e  scbolde  be  bende 
And  curteis  as  man  of  joure  astate 

In  compaignie  we  wil  no  debate  1288 

Telle];  ^oure  tale  and  late])  pe  somenour  be 
Kaie  quod  Somnour  late  bim  sei  to  me 
What  so  bim  liste  wban  it  come))  to  my  lote 
Be  god  .L  scbal  bim  qwite  encry  grote .  1292 

I  scbaH  bim  tell  wbicbe  a  grete  bonour  [iMtriot,  iMck] 

It  is  to  be  [a]  flateringe  limitoz/r 
And  of  ful  mony  ano]>er  crime 

Wliicbe  nede])e  noubt  rebersen  att  pia  time  1296 

And  bis  office  .1.  scbal  bim  teH  .I.-wis 
Owre  oste  answard  pees  no  more  of  pis 
And  afterwarde  be  seide  vn-to  ^e  frere 
Tel  forje  ^owre  tale  my  leue  mayster  dere .  1300 

Explicit  prologus . 
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'hilom  pere  was  dwelinge  in  myne  contre 
An  Arche-deken  a  man  of  hihe  degre 
That  boldelj  dide  execucion 
In  poneschinge  of  foniicacione  1304 

Of  whiche  craft  and  eke  of  bandiye 
Of  diffamacion  and  avowtrie 

Of  cbeiche  reues  and  of  testamentea 

Of  contractes  and  of  lac  of  saciamentea  1308 

Of  Ysuiy  and  of  Simony  also 

Bot  certes  Lycboures  dede  he  grettest  woo 

Thei  scholden  singe  if  ^ei  wer  henie 

And  smale  ti^rs  weren  fowle  schente  1312 

If  any  parson  wolde  vpon  hem  pleine 

There  myht  a-steit  him  no  pecimiale  peyno 

For  smale  ti|yes  and  eke  smale  ofifringe 

He  maade  fQ  peple  spitusly  to  singe  1316 

For  or  pe  hischop  canht  hem  wi))  his  hoke 

Thei  were  in  ^e  Arche-decanes  boke 

And  ^an  hadde  he  ^oruhe  his  Inrdicttone 

Power  to  done  on  hem  Correctione  1320 

He  had  a  somnoure  redy  to  his  band 

A  slyhere  boye  was  none  in  yngelande 

For  Sotely  he  had  his  especiaile 

That  tauht  him  where  he  myht  availe  1324 

He  cou^e  spare  of  lychonis  one  or  tao 

To  tecben  him  to  fours  *  and  twenty  mo 

ffor  povihe  fia  somnour  woode  were  as  an  hare 

To  tel  his  harlotry  .1.  wil  nou3t  spare  1328 
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For  we  bue  oute  of  her  correctione 

Thei  haue  of  vs  no  lordictione 

Ne  neuer  schoUe  tenne  of  al  her  lyues 

Peter  so  bne  ])e  wymmen  of  fe  aijuea  1332 

Quod  fia  Somnour  yput  houte  of  al  oure  cure 

Pes  vij)  meschaiince  and  wi]>  miBauentore  [leaf  los] 

Thus  seid  owre  oste  and  late  hini  tel  his  tale 

Now  telle))  forj^e  and  lete  )^e  Somnour  gale  1336 

Ke  spared  nouht  myne  owen  meister  dere 

This  false  ]>ef  pia  somenoi^r  qiiod  pQ  frere 

Hadde  alweie  baudes  redye  to  his  honde 

As  any  hauke  to  lure  in  Ingelonde  1340 

]>at  tellen  him  al  ^e  secree  ^at  \>ei  knewe 

Of  hire  acqueyntance  was  nat  come  of  newe 

fei  weren  his  approwers  priuely 

He  toke  him  self  a  grete  profit  J^er  by  1344 

His  maister  knewe  nat  alweie  what  he  wan 

Wi]K)uten  mauTidement  of  a  lewed  man 

He  cou])e  Somne  of  pein  cristes  curs 

And  ^ei  weere  glad  to  fiH  his  purs  1348 

And  maade  him  grete  festis  att  nale 

Biht  as  ludas  had  purse  smale 

And  was  a  ]>eef  riht  suche  a  J^eef  was  he 

His  maister  had  bot  half  his  Dewte  1 352 

He  was .  if  .L  schal  jeuen  him  his  laude 

An  ^f  and  eke  a  somnour  and  a  baude 

He  had  eke  wenches  of  his  retenue 

That  whe^er  sir  Eobert  or  sir  hewe  1356 

Or  lohfl  or  Raufe  or  who  pat  it  wer 

pat  lei  by  hem  pel  tolde  it  in  his  ere 

puB  was  pe  wenche  and  he  of  on  assent 

Ande  he  wolde  feche  a  feyned  maundement  1360 

And  somone  hem  to  chapeter  bop  tuo 

And  pil  pe  man  and  latt  pe  wenche  go 

Than  wolde  he  seie  frend  J.  sal  for  pi  sake 

Do  strike  pe  oute  of  owre  letter  blake  136  4 
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pe  ^ar  no  more  as  in  ]>is  caas  tranaile 

.1.  am  ))i  frende  ]}ere  .L  pe  male  availe 

Sertein  he  knewe  of  briburs  mo 

^an  possible  is  to  t^  30U  to  1368 

For  in  ]}is  werlde  is  no  doge  for  pe  bowe 

]^at  knowe  an  hurt  dere  fro  an  holde  bet  cowe 

))an  )>is  Someno2«r  knewe  a  licour 

Or  a  Youter  or  elles  a  -parsanour  1372 

And  for  ^at  was  ^e  frajte  of  al  fe  rente 

Ther-for  on  it  he  set  al  his  entente 

And  so  be-fel  fat  ones  on  a  daie 

^is  Somnour  enere  wayteinge  one  his  "preje  1376 

Bode  for  to  somne  a  holde  wif  a  ribibe  p««f  los,  tmok] 

Feynein  a  cause  for  he  wald  bribe 

And  happed  ^at  he  sauhe  to-for  him  ride 

A  gaie  joman  vnder  a  forest  side  1380 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  arwes  briht  and  kene 

He  had  vpon  a  courteby  of  grene 

An  hatte  Tpon  his  hede  vnf  fenges  blake 

Sir  quod  )>is  Somnot^r  heile  and  wele  a  take  1384 

Welkom  quod  he  and  euery  good  felawe 

Weder  rides  f ou  vnder  fis  grene  wod  schawe 

Saide  ]>is  joman  wilt  ^ou  fer  to  daie 

fe  Somnour  him  ansewerd  and  seide  naye  1388 

Here  fast  by  quod  he  is  myn  entent 

To  riden  for  to  reisene  vp  a  rent 

It  longe]>  to  my  lordes  dewte 

Ert  ^on  pan  a  baillif  ^e  quod  he  1392 

He  dorst  nonjt  fo  yerre  fel))e  and  schame 

Sei  ^at  he  was  somnour  for  ]}e  name 

De  par  dieox  qtiod  ^is  joman  dere  broker 

pou  ert  a  bailif .  and  .L  am  ano]}er  1396 

.1.  ynknowen  as  in  J^is  contre 

Of  pm  acqueyntance  .1.  wil  praie  J^e 

And  eke  of  bre^erhede  if  pB.t  pou  liste 

^I.  haue  golde  and  silaer  in  my  chiste  1400 
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If  )>at  ^e  happed  to  com  in  to  owre  scbiie 

It  schal  be  )>me  riht  as  pou  wilt  desire 

Gremeicie  quod  ])is  Somnottr  be  my  feipe 

Ener-icbe  in  o])er8  honde  her  tiou^  ley^  1404 

For  to  be  swore  bre^r  to  pei  deye 

And  wij>  J)at  worde  ^i  ride  forfe  J)er  weie 

^is  somnour  wij)  )>at  was  as  fdl  of  Tangles 

As  foH  of  yenym  be  )>is  wereangles  1408 

And  ea^re  enqnireinge  vpon  euery  ]>inge 

Bro])er  quod  he  where  is  joure  dwelynge 

Ano]>er  daie  if  .1.  schal  30U  seche 

^is  joman  him  ansewarde  in  soft  speche  1412 

firo)>e[r]  quod  he  fer  in  pe  nor^e  cnntre 

Where  as  .1.  hope  some  time  .1.  schal  pe  se 

Ar  we  departe  J.  schal  pe  so  wel  wisse 

^at  of  myne  hous  schalt  ]>on  nener  mysse  1416 

Kow  bro])er  qt£od  ]>is  Somenour  .L  30W  preie 

Teche  me  while  we  riden  be  )>e  weie . 

Sen  )>at  3e  be  a  baillif  as  am  .L  Pmjim] 

Bom  subtilite  tel  me  fei]>fnlly  1420 

In  myne  office  how  jMit  .1.  maie  most  winne 

And  spare  nouht  for  conscience  ne  sinne 

Bot  as  my  bro)>er  tel  me  howe  do  je 

Kowe  be  my  trew^  brojwr  dere  seide  he  1424 

As  .1.  schal  tellen  pe  a  feApfvl  tale 

My  wage  bnen  ful  streite  and  smale 

My  lorde  is  harde  to  me  and  dangerons 

And  myne  Office  fdl  laborons  1428 

And  ])ere-fore  be  extorcions  .L  lene 

For  so])e  .1.  al  )>at  men  wil  me  jene 

AHgate  be  slciht  or  violence 

Frome  jere  to  ^ere  .1.  winne  al  my  dispence  1432 

.1.  kan  no  better  tellen  fai))fully 

Now  sertes  quod  Somnour  so  fare  .1. 

.1.  spare  nouht  to  taken  god  it  wote 

Bot  if  it  be  to  heny  or  to  bote  1436 
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What  .1.  maye  gette  in  CounseiH  pnuely 

Ko  manere  consciens  of  ])at  haue  .1. 

Ner  mye  extorcion  J.  myht  not  leuen 

Of  sucbe  Tapes  wil  .1.  noubt  bu  scbreuen  1440 

For  stomak  ne  for  conscience  knowe  .1.  none 

.1.  scbrewe  pia  scbrift  faders  euerycbone 

Wele  be  we  mette  be  god  and  be  seint  lame 

Bot  leue  bro])er  tel  me  ])an  ]>i  name  1444 

Quod  pia  Somnour  in  pia  mene  %Ybile 

This  joman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle 

£ro])er  quod  be  wil  towe  jtai  .1.  ^  teH 

J.  am  a  steue  my  dwellinge  is  in  beti  1446 

And  here  .1.  ride  aboute  my  purcbasinge 

To  witte  if  men  wil  jeue  me  any  }>inge 

Mi  pnrcbacbe  is  to  fett  al  my  rent 

Looke  bowe  ))0U  ridest  for  fe  same  entent  1452 

To  winne  good  pou  rekkest  neuer  bowe 

Bibt  so  &re  .1.  for  ride  wolde  .1.  nowe 

In  to  ])e  werldes  ende  for  a  preie 

A  quod  ])iB  somnour  Benedicite  wbat  je  seie  1456 

.1.  wende  je  were  a  joman  trewly 

3e  baue  a  mannes  scbappe  as  wel  as  .1. 
^  Haue  30  >an  a  figure  determinate 

In  bel  }>er  je  bene  in  3oure  astate .  1460 

Kai  certainly  quod  be  ])are  baue  we  none  (i««fioA,iMcL] 

Bot  wban  vs  like])e  we  can  tak  vs  one 
>  Or  elles  make  30U  seme  we  bene  scbape 

80m  tim  a  man  or  lyke  an  bape  1464 

Or  lyke  an  angel  can  .1.  ride  or  goo 

It  is  no  wonder  ))inge  J^oube  it  be  soo 

A  lousy  logelour  can  disceyue  ^ 

And  p^rde  jit  can  .1.  mor  craft  ]>an  be  1468 

Wbi  quod  \>iB  Somno?/r  Bide  30  ])an  or  gone 

In  Sondre  scbappe  and  noubt  alweie  one 

For  we  quod  be  wil  vs  sucbe  forme  make 

As  most  able  is  oure  preis  to  take  1472 
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What  makejy  jowe  to  liane  al  ])is  laboure 

Ful  mony  a  cause  leue  sir  Somnour 

Seid  ])is  fende  bot  al  ^inge  ha]>e  time 

]»e  dale  is  schort  and  it  is  passed  pnme  1476 

And  jit  ne  wann  .1.  no  J'inge  in  pis  daie 

J.  wil  entend  to  wynynge  if  .1.  maie 

And  nonht  entende  ouro  wittes  to  declare 

For  broJ)er  myne  J)i  witte  is  al  to  bare  1480 

To  ynderstonde  ))onhe  .1.  tolde  hem  pe  * 

Bot  for  ]>ou  axest  whi  labour  we 

For  sum  time  we  bue  goddes  instrumentz 

And  mennes  to  done  his  co77imandementz  1484 

Whan  )>at  him  Tpon  his  creatures 

In  diuerse  attes  and  in  diuers  figures 

Wi]H)uten  him  we  haue  no  myht  certaine 

TfysA  him  lust  stande  ]>er  ajeine  1488 

And  sum  tym  att  oure  preie  haue  we  leue 

Onely  fe  body  and  nouht  ]>e  soule  greue 

Wittenes  on  lob  whom  ]>at  we  deden  woo 

And  sumtyme  haue  we  myht  of  bo])e  tuo  1492 

This  to  seine  of  soule  and  body  eke 

And  som  time  we  buen  suffered  for  to  done  seke 

Ypon  a  man  and  do  his  soule  ynrest 

Kouht  his  body  and  el  is  for  fe  best  1496 

Whan  he  wi^tonde]>  oure  temptacione 

It  is  a  cause  of  saluacione 

Al  be  it  p3.t  it  was  noujt  owre  entent 

He  scholde  be  saue  bot  p&t  we  wold  him  hent  1500 

And  some  tim  be  we  seruant  vn-to  a  man 

As  pe  Erchebysschope  8ei]>e  Dunstan 

And  to  ^e  Aposteles  seruant  was  .1.  Deaf  1053 

jit  tett  me  quod  Somnour  fei])fully  1504 

Maake  je  jowe  bodys  f  us  al  wey 

Of  Elementes  ye  fende  seid  naye 

Som  time  we  feine  and  sum  time  we  rise 

Wif  dede  bodies  in  ful  sundre  wyse  1508 
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And  speke  as  renably  faire  and  wele 

As  to  ])e  pbitonessa  did  Samuele 

And  jit  wil  sum  men  sale  it  was  nouht  he 

.1.  do  no  fois  of  joure  diuinite  1512 

Bot  0  ])inge  vame  .1.  pe  .1.  wil  nouht  Tape 

Thoa  wilt  algates  wite  howe  we  be  schape 

Thou  schalt  her-after-ward  my  brojer  dere 

Come  where  )>e  nede]>  not  of  me  to  lore  1516 

For  )k)u  schalt  be  ])in  owen  experience 

Com  in  to  ]>e  chaier  to  rede  ]>is  sentence 

Better  psji  yiigile  while  he  was  on  lyue 

Or  dante  also  nowe  lat  vs  ride  belyue  1520 

For  .1.  wil  holde  company  wij)  J)e 

Til  it  be  so  p&t  ]>oti  for-sake  me 

Kaie  quod  Somnot/r  fai  schal  not  be-tide 

.1.  am  a  joman  knowe  is  ful  wide  1524 

Mi  troa])e  wil  .1.  holde  to  ])e  as  in  ])is  caas 

For  ]>eih  ]>ou  were  pe  deuel  Sathanas 

My  troufe  wiH  .1.  holde  to  my  brofer 

As  .1.  am  sworne  and  iche  of  vs  to  o^re  1528 

For  to  be  trewe  bro])er  in  pis  caas 

And  brojer  wee  goon  to  owre  purchas 

Take  }>u  pi  part  what  men  wil  ]>e  jene 

And  .L  schal  myne  ];us  maye  we  hope  leaen  1532 

And  if  ^at  any  of  vs  haue  more  fan  oper 

lat  him  be  trewe  and  part  it  wij)  his  bro])er 

.1.  graunt  quod  J)e  deuel  be  my  feye 

And  wi])  ])at  worde  yei  reden  for])e  )>eire  weie  1536 

And  riht  att  ]>e  entringe  of  )>e  tounes  ende 

To  whiche  ]>e  somnour  schope  hinri  for  to  wende 

He  sawhe  a  cart  ]>at  charged  was  wij)  haye 

Whiche  ])at  a  carter  droue  for])  on  his  waya  1540 

Dep  was  J>e  way  for  whyche  Je  cart  stode 

]>is  carter  smote  and  striued  as  he  war  woode 

Heyt  brok  heyt  scotte  what  spare  we  fore  ]>e  stones 

The  fende  quod  he  )owe  fette  bo])e  bodi  and  bones      1544 
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Ab  feifor])ly  as  ener  were  je  folde  DMfiWb  t^k] 

So  muclie  woo  as  .1.  haue  for  30we  )K>led 

The  deuel  haue  al  bo)>e  hors  and  carte  and  haje 

Thouht  ])is  Somnour  here  schal  we  hane  a  pleia  1548 

And  nere  )>e  fende  he  drouhe  as  nouhten  were 

An  ful  prmelj  roused  in  his  ere 

Herken  my  broker  herken  be  j>i  fei]>e 

Here$  ])ou  nouht  howe  )>e  carter  aeife  1662 

Hent  it  a-none  for  he  ha])  jeuen  it  )>e 

Bo])e  heye  and  carte  and  eke  his  caples  ])r« 

Kay  quod.  )>e  deuel  god  wote  neuer  a  dele 

It  is  nouht  his  entent  trust  me  wele  1556 

Ax  him  )>i  self  if  ]>ou  trowest  not  me     , 

Or  elles  stinte  a  while  and  poxi  schalt  see 

This  Garter  ]>akkes  his  hors  on  ^  croupe 

And  ]>ei  be-gonne  to  drawe  and  to  stoupe  1560 

Heyte  nowe  quoi  he  ]>at  ihesu  criste  30W  blisse 

And  al  his  hondewerke  boj^e  more  and  lisse 

)>at  was  my  faire  lyarde  boye 

And  .1.  praie  god  saue  pQ  and  seinte  loye  1564 

Nowe  is  my  carte  oute  of  pe  slouhe  "parde 

Lo  bro]>er  qi^od  pe  fende  what  tolde  .1.  pe 

He[re]  maie  je  se  myne  owen  dere  bro)>er 

])e  carle  spak  o  ]>inge  hot  he  ]>ouht  ano])er  1568 

Latt  YS  go  for])e  abouten  owre  yiage . 

Here  wynne  .1.  no  ]>inge  vpon  cariage 

Whan  )>ei  com  somwhat  oute  of  )>e  toune 

This  'Somnour  to  his  bro])er  gan  roune  1572 

Bro])er  quod  he  here  wonnej)  an  olde  rebek 

pB.t  hadde  al-moste  as  leue  to  lese  here  neke 

As  for  to  jeue  a  peny  of  hire  goode 

•I.  wil  haue  tuelue  pens  ]>ouhe  ^at  sche  be  wode  1576 

Or  .1.  wil  somone  hire  to  oure  Office 

And  3it  god  woote  of  hire  know  .1.  no  vice 

Bot  for  ^ou  canst  nouht  as  in  ]>iB  countre 

Wynne  pi  coste  take  here  ensample  of  me  158C 
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This  Somnour  clepe)>  att  ]>e  wydoues  gate 
Come  owte  he  seide  )k)u  olde  veritate 
.L  troue  ^u  hast  sum  frere  or  preste  wij)  ]?e 
•  Who  clepe])  seide  ])is  wif  benedicite  1584 

God  saue  ^owe  sire  what  is  ^oure  swete  wil 
.1.  haue  q?M>d  he  a  somons  of  ])e  here  a  bil 
Vp  peine  of  Coiseinge  loke  ]>at  ))u  be  [iMf  io«] 

To  morwe  to*for  owre  Archidiacane  kne  1588 

To  anseward  to  ]>e  Courte  of  certeine  pinges 
Kow  quod  sche  loide  ihera  criste  kinge  of  kisges 
So  inssely  helpe  me  as  .1.  ne  maie  . 
.1.  haue  bue  seke  and  ])at  fill  mony  a  daie  1592 

•L  maye  nouht  so  ferre  go  qt/od  sche  ne  ride 
Bot  .1.  be  dede  so  piike]?  it  in  my  side 
May  .1.  noujt  ax  a  libel  stV  Somonour 
And  anseware  ])e  by  my  procatouie  1596 

To  suche  a  )>inge  as  men  wolden  aposen  me 
3is  qtM>d  ])is  Somonour  paie  anone  latt  se 
Tuelue  pens  to  me .  and  .1.  wil  ])e  acquite 
I  schal  no  profett  haue  ))er-by  bot  lite  1600 

Mi  maister  ha]>e  ])e  prophet  and  not  .L 
Com  of  and  late  me  riden  hastili 
3eue  me  tuelue  pens  .L  maie  no  longer  tario 
Tuelue  quod  sche  ladi  seint  Marie  1604 

So  wisely  helpe  out  of  care  and  sinne 
]>\a  wide  worlde  ])ouhe  ])at  .1.  schold  it  wynne 
Xe  haue  .1.  nojt  tuelue  pens  wi])-in  m3me  holde 
3e  knowen  wele  )>at  .1.  am  pouer  ajid  olde  1608 

£y^  joure  Almos  on  me  pouere  wrecche 
ITay  ])an  quod  he  foule  fende  me  fecche 
If  .1.  ])e  excuse  if  ])ou  scholdest  be  spilte 
Alas  qtiod  sche  god  wote  .L  haue  no  gilte  1612 

Pay  me  quoe?  he  or  be  ]>e  swete  Anne 
As  .1.  wil  here  awaie  ])i  newe  panne 
For  dett  whiche  ]k)U  owest  me  of  olde 
Whan  ])ou  madest  )>in  hosbonde  kokewolde  1616 
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.L  paied  att  home  for  )>i  coneccioun 

Thou  lext  quod  ache  be  my  aaluacioun 

Ke  was  .1.  neuer  or  now  wedowe  ne  wif 

Somned  in-to  joure  court  in  al  my  lif  1620 

Ke  neaei  .1.  was  bot  of  my  body  trewe 

To  pe  deuel  blake  and  rouhe  of  hewe 

3if  I.  ]>i  body .  and  my  panne  also 

And  whan  }>e  deuel  herd  hir  curs  so  1624 

Ypon  hir  knes  he  seid  in  ]^\a  maner 

Now  Mable  myne  owen  moder  dere 

es  ])is  30wre  wil  in  ernest  pat  ^e  seie 

The  deuel  quod  sche  fette  him  ar  be  deie.  1628 

And  panne  and  al  but  he  wiH  him  repent  [leaf  loe,  back] 

Kaie  olde  stote  J^at  is  nou^t  myne  entent 

Quod  pia  Somaour  for  to  repent  me 

For  any  ])inge  pat  .1.  haue  hadde  of  pee  1632 

.1.  wolde  .1.  hadde  pi  smokke  and  euery  dope 

Nowe  bro]>er6  quod  pe  deuel  be  nouht  wro]>e 

This  body  a7id  pia  panne  is  my  be  riht 

Thou  Bchalt  wi])  me  to  beti:  jut  to-nybt  1636 

Where  Jou  schalt  know  of  oure  pnuete 

More  pan  a  maistre  of  diui77tte . 

And  vnp  ])at  worde  ])is  foule  fende  him  hente 

Body  and  soule  he  wij)  pe  deuel  went  1640 

Wbere  ])at  Somnours  ban  her  heritage 

And  god  ])at  maad  after  his  ymage 

Mankinde  saue  and  gide  vs  al  and  sume 

An  leue  ))is  Somnour  good  man  to  be-come  1644 

Lordinges  .1.  cou])e  haue  tolde  joue  quod  J^is  frere 

Hadde  .1.  had  leiser  for  ])is  Somnour  here 

After  pe  tixt  Crist  Poule  and  lohfi 

And  of  oure  ofer  doctours  mony  on  1648 

Sucbe  peines  ^at  joure  hert  myht  a-grise 

Albeit  so  no  tunge  male  devise 

^ouht  pai  .1.  myht  a  ))ousand  wynter  teli 

pe  peyne  of  pUke  corsid  house  of  heli'  1652 
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JBot  for  to  kepe  us  fro  ])at  cursed  place 
WakeJ)  and  prayej  ihe^u  for  his  grace 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Herkene])  ])is  word  be  war  as  in  }}is  caas  1656 

The  lion  sitte  in  his  awaite  alweie 

To  sle  ])e  Innocent  if  ])at  he  maie 

Dispose])  aye  jonre  hertes  to  wif-stonde 

The  fende  ]>at  jowe  wold  make  pisB  and  honde  1660 

He  maie  nouht  tempten  jowe  over  jowre  myht 

For  criste  wil  be  jonre  champion  and  knyht 

And  praie^  )»at  fw  somnot^r  him  repent 

Of  his  mesedede  ar  )>at  pe  fende  hem  hent  1664 

Explicit  fabula  i 
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Indpit  prologitf  apaiitorii     im  imfim,  •«#»] 

This  Sonmour  in  his  stirep  hihe  siode 
Ypon  ]nB  frere  his  hert  was  so  wode 
^at  like  an  haspen  lef  he  qnoke  for  ire 
I/)Tdeinge8  qtiod  he  hot  o  ^inge  .L  desiie  1668 

.1.  ^owe  bo-seche  y&t  of  ^onre  cuitesie 
Sep  je  hane  herd  piB  Ma  freie  lye 

As  sufiEre)>  me  .L  maie  a  tale  teH  n««f  iot] 

This  frete  hoste}  ]>at  he  knowej)  hett  1672 

As  god  wote  yeA  is  litel  wonder 
Freres  and  fendes  hen  hot  litel  in  sunder 
For  parde  je  haue  oft  time  herd  teH 
How  pat  a  frere  ranisshed  was  in  hell  1676 

In  spiret  ones  he  a  yisione 
Ajid  as  Angel  led  him  vp  and  downe 
To  schewen  him  fe  pejnes  f&t  pere  were 
In  al  ])e  place  sawe  he  non3t  a  frere  1680 

Of  o])er  folke  he  sawe  y-nowe  in  woo 
Ynto  )>is  Angel  spak  ]>e  frere  ]?oo 
Now  sir  quod  he  haue  freres  suche  grace 
)»at  none  of  hem  schal  com  in-to  ])is  placo  1684 

jis  quod  ])is  Aungel  mony  a  melione 
And  yn-to  Sathanas  he  had  him  adoune 
And  now  ha])  Sathanas  aaip  he  taile 
Bradder  ^an  of  ]}[e]  Carrik  is  pe  seile  1688 

Holde  vp  pi  taile  )>u  Sathanas  quod  he 
Schewe  for|)e  pin  erse  and  let  ]>e  frere  se 
Where  is  pe  nest  of  freres  in  p\a  place 
And  ar  Jwit  halue  a  forlonge  waie  of  space  1692 
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Biht  80  as  bees  swanne  oate  of  an  hive 

Owte  of  )>e  denels  eis  yei  gon  drive 

twenty  )>oa8and  fieies  on  a  rowte 

And  )K)alit  heti:  swarme  al  aboute  1696 

An  comen  a^eine  als  feist  as  fei  maie  gone 

And  in  his  bars  ^i  crepen  enerychone 

fie  elapped  his  taile  arjeine  and  leye  stiii 

This  frere  whan  he  loked  had  his  fill  1700 

Ypon  ]ns  tormentes  vpon  )>is  bot  place 

His  spirit  god  restored  of  his  grace 

Ynto  hiB  body  i^eine  and  he  awoke 

Bot  na]>eles  for  fere  ;it  he  qwoke  1704 

80  was  deueles  are  aie  in  his  mynde 

jMtt  is  his  heritage  of  venai  kinde 

Ood  sane  jone  al  sane  ^  corse  frexe 

My  prologe  wil  J.  ends  in  ]»s  Manen  •  1708 

Ezplieit/  prologs 


LAlfSOOWNK  268  (O-T.  384) 


SIX-TEXT   385 

GROUP  D.  §6.  suxxoner's  TALB.  LaiUKlowiie  KS. 


Incipit/ fitbula  aparitoris  lonim^wn 

Ordeynges  fere  is  in  ^orke-schire  as  .1.  gesae 
A  meischy  coutie  called  holdemesse 
In  whiche  ^le  went  a  limttour  a-boute . 
To  preche  and  eke  to  bigge  it  is  no  doute  pfm.bia 

And  so  be-feH  ]>at  on  a  daie  pia  irere  1713 

Hadde  preched  att  fe  cberche  in  ]>is  maneie 

And  specialy  aboue  euery  )»inge 

He  excited  fe  peple  in  his  precheinge  1716 

To  trentals  and  for  goddes  saake 

]ieie-wi])e  men  mihte  holy  houses  maake 

^ere  as  deujne  samice  is  honoured 

Noujt  fere  as  is  wasted  and  deuonied  1720 

Ke  )>ere  it  nede)>  nonht  for  to  be  ^ene 

As  to  possessioneis  )>at  maie  elles  leae 

Jiankede  he  god  in  wele  and  abundance 

Trentals  seide  he  deliuerji  fro  penance  1724 

Here  frendes  soule  as  wele  olde  and  jonge 

If  ^t  fei  bien  hastely  songe 

Kouht  for  to  holde  a  praste  lolif  and  gaie 

He  singe])  not  bot  o  messe  on  a  daie  1728 

Deliuerd  oute  anone  ]>e  soules 

Eul  horde  it  is  Yrip  fieschehokes  or  wiHt  oules 

Kowe  spede  ^owe  hastely  for  cristes  sake  1732 

To  kepe  jowe  fro  fe  peines  of  pe  fendes  blake  1731 

And  whan  ye  firere  hadde  seide  al  his  entente 

"Wip  qui  cum  patre  for]>e  he  wente 

Whan  folke  in  churche  had  ^eue  him  what  hem  lest 

He  went  his  waie  no  longer  wolde  he  rest  1736 

LANSDOWKE  264  (S-T.  8So) 


SIX-TEXT   386 

GROUP  B.  §  6.  summoneb's  talb.  Iiansdowne  MS. 

Wijy  scrippe  and  tipped  staf  tokked  ful  Mhe 

In  eueiy .  hous  he  gan  to  poure  and  ]priQ 

And  begge]>  mele  or  cliiese  or  elles  come 

HiB  felowe  had  a  staf  tipped  wij)  home  1740 

A  peire  of  tables  of  yvory 

And  a  pointel  polisched  fetusly 

And  wrote  )>e  names  alweie  as  he  stode 

Of  en^ry  folke  fai  ^bmq  hem  any  goode  1744 

Askaunse  )>at  he  wolde  for  hem  preie 

^eue  Ys  a  hoschel  wete  malte  or  rie 

A  goddes  kechel  or  a  trep  of  chese 

Or  elles  what  jowe  lest  we  maie  nonhte  chese  1748 

A  goddes  halpenye  or  a  mespeny 

Or  jeue  ys  of  jonre  branne  if  ^e  hane  any 

A  dagon  of  }onre  blanket  leue  dame 

Lo  suster  dere  lo  here  .1.  write  joure  name  1752 

Bacon  or  befe  or  suche  ^inge  as  ^e  finde 

A  stordy  harlote  went  hem  aie  be-hinde  pMf  loe] 

jMtt  was  he  osteman  and  bare  a  sakke 

And. what  men  }aae  hem  laide  ofl  his  bakke  1756 

And  he  was  out  att  ])e  dore  anone 

He  pleyned  awaie  ]>e  names  ea^ychon 

pa,t  he  b&-fore  had  wreten  in  his  tables 

He  serued  hem  wij)  nifles  and  vrip  fables  1760. 

Kay  pere  ])on  lext  fou  Somnour  quod  )>e  frere 

Pes  quod  oure  host  for  criste/  moder  dere 

Tel  for^  pi  tale  Spare  it  nouht  att  al 

So  )>riae  J.  qt^  )>e  Somnour  so  .1.  schal  1764 

So  longe  he  went  hons  be  hous  quod  he 

Til  he  come  to  an  hous  )>er  he  was  wonte  to  be 

Kefressched  more  )»at  in  an  hundre))  place 

Seke  laye  bonde  man  wos  )>e  place  ^  [}iB  toratdu  out} 

And  Ypon  a  couche  lowe  he  laye 

Deus  hie  quod  he  0  Thomas  &ende  good  dale 

Seide  fia  frere  curtasly  and  soft 

Thomas  seide  he  god  jelde  )owe  ful  oft  1772. 
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Ha^e  J.  ypon  fia  benche  fare  wele 

Here  haue  .L  ete  monj  a  meiy  mele 

And  fro  ]>e  benche  he  drove  a-waie  ]>e  catt 

And  laide  adoune  his  potent  and  his  hott  1776 

And  eke  his  scripe  and  eett  him  soft  adonne 

His  felowe  was  go  walked  in  ye  tonne 

For])e  wip  his  knane  in-to  )»at  hostlerie 

Where  as  he  schope  him  ])ilke  nyht  to  lyo  1780 

O  dere  maister  quod  )>is  seke  man 

Howe  haue  ^e  fare .  8e]>  marche  he-gan 

•I.  sanhe  jon  nonht  fia  foortenyht  and  more 

€rod  wote  quod  he  labonide  hane  .L  M  sore  1784 

And  speciali  for  pin  saluacione 

Haue  .L  seide  mony  a  precious  orisone 

And  for  onre  o]>ere  frendes  god  hem  blease 

•L  haue  to-daie  done  at  }oure  cherche  a  messe  1788 

And  seide  a  seremon  after  my  simple  witte 

Kouht  al  after  pQ  text  of  holy  wrytte 

For  it  is  haide  to  jowe  as  .1.  suppose 

Therefore .  wU  .L  teH  al  )>e  glose  1792 

Glosinge  is  a  glorious  ]>inge  certeine 

For  letter  sLepe  so  as  clerkes  seine 

Ther  haue  .1.  tauht  hem  to  be  charitable . 

And  spende  here  goode  pete  it  resonable    PMifiMLtedi}  1796 

Jiere  .1.  eauhe  oure  dame  a  where  is  sche 

3onde  in  pe  jerde  .L  trowe  sche  be 

Seide  )>is  man  and  sche  wil  come  anone 

£y  Maister  welcome  be  je  be  seint  lohfl  1800 

Seide  pia  wif  howe  fare  yd  hertly 

pe  frere  iise]>  tp  fed  curtasly 

And  her  *  enbrase^  in  his  aimes  nuwe 

And  Idaaep  hir  swete  and  chirke)»  as  a  Bptaow^  1804 

Wi)»  his  lippesf  dam  quod  he  nht  wele 

As  he  ])at  is  ^ouie  aaroant  euerydele 

I-)K>nkede  be  god  pai  jow  3af  soule  and  lif 

$t  sawe  J.  nouht  ta4aie  so  faiie  a  wif  1808 
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In  al  ^  cheiche  so  god '  Bane  me 

3e  god  amend  defantes  siie  quod  sche 

Algaies  welcom  be  30  be  mj  fitye 

Graunt  Meici  dame  ]>i»  kaue  .1.  fotmde  al  weie  1812 

Bot  of  ^onre  grete  goodenes  be  jowie  leue 

.L  wolde  praie  jone  Jwit  je  not  jowe  grene 

.1.  wil '  wif  thomas  speke  a  litel  ^rowe 

^is  Curates  bnen  fdl  necligent  and  slowe  1816 

To  gropen  tendeily  a  consdens 

In  scbrift  and  in  precbeinge  is  my  diligence 

And  stody  in  peters  wordes  and  in  ponies 

•L  walke  and  fiscbe  men  sooles  1820 

To  jelden  iheeu  criste  bis  p'opre  rent 

To  sprede  bis  Tvordes  .1.  sett  al  myne  enteni 

Kow  be  jonre  lene  o  dete  sir  quod  see 

Cbide]»  bim  wele  for  god  in  tzinite  1824 

He  is  as  Angry  as  a  pismyre 

3eibe  fai  be  baue  al  ^at  be  can  desire 

^eibe  .L  bim  inrye  a  nybt  and  make  bim  vanne 

And  ouere  bim  laye  my  legge  or  myne  Arme  1828 

He  grone]>  like  owre  bore  groneinge  in  bis  stye 

0]»er  disport  of  bim  ribt  none  baue  .1. 

•L  nude  nonbt  plesen  bim  in  no  maner  caas 

•Teo  yons  die  trescbier  A  bien  amy  o  tbomas  1832 

^is  make))  )>e  fende  it  most  bue  amended 

Ire  is  a  ]>inge  Jwit  bibe  god  defended 

And  pere-oi  wil  .L  speke  a  worde  or  tuo 

Kowe  Maister  quod  pe  wif  ar  )>at  .1.  go  1836 

Wbat  wil  je  dyne  .1.  wil  go  fere  aboute 

Kowe  dame  quod  be  le  yons  dy  sanz  donte  f}ta£vm 

Haue .  note  of  a  capon  bot  pe  liuere 

And  of  jonre  soft  brede  bot  a  scbinere  1840 

And  after  pat  a  rested  pigges  bede 

Bot  ])at  .1.  wold  for  me  no  beste  were  dede 

pan.  badde  .L  wi]>  jowe  boly  sufficeance 

.L  am  a  man  of  Mtel  snstinance  1844 
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Mi  spirte  is  fosterd  in  pe  bible 

pe  body  is  aie  so  redy  and  penyble 

To  wake  ])at  my  stomak  is  destruyed 

.1.  prei  jowe  dame  J^at  je  be  nouht  anoyjed  1848 

Jpoiihe  .1.  80  frendely  my  counsel  schewe 

Be  god  .1.  wold  nonht  teti  it  bot  a  fewe 

Nowe  sire  qt^od  sche  bot  a  worde  ar  .1.  goo 

My  childe  is  dede  ynp-m  fes  wekes  tuo  1852 

Sene  y&i  je  went  oute  of  ])is  towne 

His  dej)  sawe  .1.  be  reuelacione 

Seife  fia  frere  att  home  in  owie  dortouure 

•L  d^  wele  sein  ere  ])an  halue  an  houre  1856- 

After  his  de)»  .1.  sawhe  borne  to  blisse 

In  myne  avison  so  god  me  wisse 

So  dede  oure  sexteine  and  oure  fermourere 

^at  haue  bne  trewe  freres  .1.  jere  1860 

]>ei  maie  nowe  god  be  Ranked  of  his  lone 

Maken  her  labile  and  walken  alone . 

And  Tp  ha  ros  and  al  oure  couent  eke 

Wij)  mony  a  tere  trillinge  on  my  cheke  1864 

"WiJ-owten  noyes  or  clateringe  of  belles 

Te  deum  was  owre  sange  and  no  ))inge  elles 

Saae  ]>at  to  crist  .1.  saide  an  orison 

Thonkeiuge  him  of  his  reuelacione  18G8 

For  sir .  and  dame  treste])  me  riht  wele 

Oure  orisons  bene  mor  esprituele 

And  more  we  see  of  cristes  secre  J^inges 

Than  burel  folke  [^ot^e  ]>ei  were  kynges 

To  lyue  in  pouert  and  in  abstinaunce 

And  borelle  folke]  in  reches  and  wynynges^ 

In  mete  and  drinke  and  in  hire  foule  delite 

We  haue  pia  werldes  lust  al  in  despite  1876 

Lazar  and  diues  leueden  diuersly 

And  diners  guerdone  had  f ei  fere-hje 

Who  so  wil  praie  he  mot  fast  and  be  clene 

And  fatte  his  soule  and  mak  his  bodi  lene  1880. 
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We  fare  as  seijye  ^  postle  clo]7e  and  foode 

SofiSse^  Ys  ]70iilie  ^ei  bo  nouht  gode  peafioo.tack] 

The  clennes  and  ])e  fasteinges  of  ys  freres 

Make])  jtai  crist  accepte])  oure  preiers  1884 

Lo  Moyses  .xl.  dales  and  .xl.  nyht 

Fasted  or  ])at  hihe  god  of  miht 

Spak  wij)  Mm  in  f  e  mounte  of  Synay 

WiJ?  empty  wombe  fastinge  mony  a  day  1888 

Eeceyued  he  fe  lawe  fat  was  wreten 

WiJ)  goddes  finger  and  helthe  wel  ^q  weten 

In  }»e  motmt  or  er  he  any  speche 

"Wipe  pQ  hihe  god  }»at  is  onre  Hues  leche  1892 

He  fasted  longe  and  was  in  contemplance 

And  aaron  pat  had  pe  temple  of  god  in  Gouemance 

And  eke  fat  of  re  pWstes  eucry-chone 

In-to  fe  temple  whan  fei  schold  gone  1896 

To  preie  for  fe  peple  and  do  sendee 

f  ei  wold  nonj  dringen  in  no  manure  wise 

Ko  drinke  whiche  fat  miht  hem  drunke  make 

iBot  euer  in  abstinens  to  preie  and  wak  1900 

Lest  fat  f ei  deide  take  hede  what  .1.  seie 

Bot  fei  be  sobre  fat  for  fe  peple  preie 

Ware  fat  I.  seie  no  more  for  it  suffisit  1903 

Cure  lorde  ihesns '  as  holy  god  deuisit  \}  MS  ihuo] 

jeuef  YS  ensample  of  fastinge  and  of  preiers 

f er-for  we  amende  fautes  we  pouere  freres 

Bene  wedded  to  pouert*  and  to  contenence 

To  charite  humblenesse  and  also  pacience  1908 

Fersecucione  for  rihtwisnesse 

To  wepeinge  misericord  and  clennesse 

And  f ere-for  may  je  se  fat  oure  preyers 

.1.  speke  of  ys  me  Yendinant  freres  1912 

Bene  to  f  e  hihe  god  more  acceptable 

J)an  joures  wif  joure  fest  att  f  e  table 

For  paradise  first  if  .1.  schal  nouht  lye 

-Was  man  out  chased  for  his  glotonye  1916 
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An  chaste  was  man  in  paradise  certeine 
Bott  herken  ^^re  what  .1.  schal  seine 
.1.  haue  no  text  of  ^at  as  .1.  suppose 
Bot  •!.  schal  finde  it  in  a  maner  glose 
)>at  special!  onre  swete  lorde  ihen/«' 
Spak  ^ns  be  verse  whan  he  seid  ^us 
Blissed  be  )yei  }»at  pouer  in  spirit  buen . 
And  so  for^e  al  ])e  gospel  maie  ^e  seen 
Where  it  be  like  ouie  professione 
Or  her  ^at  swemmen  in  possessione 
Fje  on  here  pompe  and  on  her  glotonye 
And  for  here  lewdenes  .1.  hem  defye 
Me  J»enke>  fei  ben  Hke  lonynyan 
Fatt  as  a  whal  and  walkinge  and  as  a  swan 
As  yinolent  as  a  hotel  in  ^e  spense 

Her  praier  is  ful  of  grete  renerence 

« 

Whan  ])ei  for  sowles  seine  ]7e  psalme  of  Dauit 
Lo  buf  ])ei  seine  Cor  monm  Eructauit 
Who  folowe))  cristes  gospel  and  his  lore 
Bot  we  ]7at  humble  be  chast  and  pouer 
Werkes  of  goddes  words  and  eke  auditoures 
There-fore  riht  as  an  hauke  ripe  att  a  sores 
Yp  springe])e  in-to  )ye  eyre  riht  preiers 
Of  charitable  and  chast  besy  freres 
Makene  here  sores  to  goddes  eren  and  hoo 
Thomas  ]>0re-for  so  must  .1.  ride  or  goo 
And  be  ])at  god  ])at  cleped  is  seint  lue 
Kere  ]>ou  owre  broker  scholdest  ]k)u  no^t  Jyryue 
In  owre  chapetre  prei  we  daie  and  nyht 
To  crist  ^at  he  sende  ^e  hele  and  myht 
Thi  body  for  to  welden  hastely 
God  wote  quad  he  no  ^inge  f  ere-of  wote  .1. 
As  helpe  me  criste  as  in  fewe  ^eres 
Haue  .1.  spended  of  diuers  maner  freres 
FuH  mony  a  pounde  ^it  fare  .1.  neuer  ^  bette 
Certein  my  good  almost  haue  .1.  be-eette 
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Fare  wele  my  golde  for  it  is  al  a-goo 

^e  fiere  answerde  o  thoinas  whi  doetowe  soo 

What  nede^  30we  diuers  fieres  to  seche 

Wliat  nede))  hem  )yat  hap  a  parfite  leche  1956 

To  seche  o)yer  leches  in  ])e  toune 

Jouie  inconstance  is  joure  confusione  ' 

Holde  30  me  fan  or  elles  oure  conente 

To  praie  for  jowe  buen  insafficiente  1960 

Thomas  ^at  Tape  is  nouht  wor);e  a  myte 

^ure  maladie  is  for  )e  haue  geuen  vs  so  lite 

A  3ef  pst  couent  half  a  quarter  otes 

A  )ef .  on  or  tuo  grotes  1964 

A  3ef  ^e  frere  a  pehy  and  late  him  goo 

Kay  nay  Thomas  it  maie  no  ]>inge  be  so  Owfii^  bade] 

What  is  a  ferj^inge  worthe  parted  in  twelue 

Lo  iche  a  ]>inge  )yat  is  houed  be  him  selue  196S 

Is  more  strange  ^an  whan  it  is  scaterd 

Thomas  of  me  )yon  schalt  nonht  bene  flaterde 

Tho  woldest  owre  laboure  haue  for  nouht 

ye  hihe  god  ^at  al  )yis  welde  h&p  wrouht  1972 

Sei]>  ^t  ^e  werkman  iei  wor^i  his  hire 

Thomas  nouht  of  ^owre  tresoure  .1.  desire 

As  for  my  self,  bott  for  al  oure  couent 

To  praie  for  jowe  is  aye  so  diligent  1 976 

And  for  to  bilden  cristes  owen  chirche 

Thomas  if  3e  wil  leren  for  to  unrche 

Of  bildeinge  yp  of  cherches  mai  je  finde 

If  it  be  goode  In  thomas  lif  of  hinde  1980 

ie  ligge  here  ful  of  Anger  and  of  yre 

Wi]>  whiche  ^e  deuel  sette  ^owre  eres  of  fire 

An  chiden  hire  ^is  sely  innocent 

Jouie  wif  ^at  is  so  make  and  pacient  1984 

And  fer-foTQ  Thomas  trowe  me  if  ^owe  list 

Ne  striue  wife  }i  wife  al  for  ^e  best 

And  here  pis  worde  awaie  be  ])i  faij)e 

Toucheinge  suche  ])inge  lo  what  pe  wise  man  seipe      1988 

L^ySDOWNV  271    (6-T.  89Sl) 


SIX-TEXT   393 

OBOUP  D.  §  6.  bummonek's  talb.  LanBdowne  MB. 

Wijhiime  ^in  hons  ne  bne  )you  no  lyone 

To  ]>i  snbgettes  done  none  oppreasione 

Ke  maake  pine  acqueintance  not  for  to  file 

And  Thomas  ^itt  eft-sonenes  sale  .L  ]>e  1992 

Be  war  for  hire  p&t  in  pi  bosome  slepe]) 

Be  war  of  ^e  serpent  ^at  so  slely  crepe)) 

Vnder  J^e  gras  Jjat  stingef  sotely 

Be  war  my  sonne  and  herken  paciently  1996 

)yat  .XX.M.  men  bane  lost  her  Hues 

For  ])at  pei  haue  bu  spitons  to  her  wives 

Nowe  8e^])e  pua  ^e  haue  so  holy  and  so  meke  a  wif     1999 

What  nede]>^  jow  thomas  to  maken  strif  p  p  m>t  complete} 

Ther  is  .I.-wis  no  serpent  so  cruel 

Whan  men  trede  on  his  taile  nou3t  half  so  feli 

As  womman  is  whan  sche  ha]?  cauht  an  yre 

Vengaunce  is  ^an  al  )yat  ^ei  desire  2004 

Ire  is  a  sinne  on  of  ^e  grettest  of  seuen 

Abhominable  vnto  god  of  heuen/ 

And  to  him  self  it  is  a  destruccion 

This  euery  lewed  yicarie  or  parson  2008 

Can  sey  howe  ire  engendered  homicide  [imt  in] 

Ire  in  mpe  is  executor  of  pride 

.1.  cou^e  of  ire  seie  so  muche  sorwe 

Mi  tale  schold  last  to  tomorwe  2012 

And  ^er-for  .L  praie  god  daie  and  nyht 

An  yrus  man  send  him  litel  miht 

It  is  grete  harme  and  certes  grete  Pyte 

To  sett  an  Irus  man  in  hihe  degre  2016 

Whilom  ]7er  was  an  Irrous  potestate 

As  sei]7  Senec  duringe  his  astate 

Ypon  a  daie  out  riden  knyhtes  tuo 

And  as  fortune  wolde  it  were  so  2020 

That  one  of  hem  cam  home  ])at  opere  nouht 

Anone  pe  knyht  to-for  pe  luge  is  brouht 

And  seide  pus  ^ou  hast  ^i  felaw  sleine 

For  whiche  .1.  deme  ^e  to  de]?  certeine  2024 
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And  to  anojyer  knyht  commaunded  he 

Go  lede  him  to  )ye  de^  .1.  chaige  )ye 

And  happ^  as  pei  went  be  pe  weie 

Towaaxles  ^  place  fere  as  he  scholde  deie  2028 

The  knyht  cam  whiche  fei  wende  had  bu  dede 

Then  ^onhten  pel  it  weie  pe  beste  rerede 

To  lede  hem  bo)>e  to  ^  luge  a3eine 

yei  seiden  loide  ye  knyht  ne  Yi&f  nouht  eleine  2032 

His  felaw  here  stande^  on  lyue 

3e  schoUen  be  dede  quod  he  so  must  .L  Jyriue 

))is  to  sei  bo])e  oone  tno  and  Jyie 

And  to  pe  fiiet  knyht  liht  )>ns  spak  he  2036 

.1.  dampned  pe  Jkmi  most  algate  be  dede 

And  ]>ou  also  mot  nedes  lose  fbxe  hede 

for  ]>on  art  cause  whi  pi  felawe  dejep 

And  to  fe  ^red  knyht  rih[t]  )yus  he  seij»e  2040 

^ou  hast  nouht  done  ^t  .L  comaunde  fe 

And  ^us  he  dide  sle  hem  al  fre 

Irrotts  Cambises  was  eke  dronkenlewe 

And  aye  delite  him  to  bene  a  schrewe  2044 

And  so  be-fel  a  lorde  of  his  meigne 

Tha[t]  loued  vertuus  moralite 

Seide  on  a  dale  vnto  him  self  riht  ^us 

A  losde  is  lost  if  pat  he  be  vicious  2048 

A  dronkenesse  eke  is  a  f oule  recorde 

Of  any  man  and  namely  in  a  lorde 

There  is  ful  mony  eye  and  mony  an  ere 

Awaytteinge  on  a  lorde  and  he  note  where 

For  goddes  loue  dringe^  more  attemperelly 

Wyne  make^  man  to  lese  wrecchely 

His  mynde  and  eke  his  limes  eu^rychone 

The  reuerse  schal  ^ou  se  quod  he  anone  3056 

And  prone  it  be  )>ine  owen  experience 

pat  wyne  do]>e  to  folke  none  suche  ofienco 

))eTe  is  no  wyne  be-reue]>  me  my  myht 

Of  hande  ne  foote  ne  of  myn  ey3en  siht  2060 
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And  for  despite  he  dranke  ful  mnche  more 

An  .C.  parte  )>an  he  hadd  done  to-fore 

And  riht  arnone  )yis  cm«ed  wreche 

Lete  yiB  knyhtes  son  be-fome  him  fecche  206^ 

And  commandeinge  hem  fei  schol  be-for  him  stonde 

And  sodanly  he  toke  his  bowe  on  honde 

And  yp  ^e  stringe  he  pulle  to  his  ere 

And  wi])  an  arwe  he  slowe  pe  childe  riht  ]>ere  206S 

IN'owe  we]>e  haue  .1.  seker  honde  or  none 

(^uod  he  is  al  my  witte  and  my  witte  agone 

Ha])e  wyne  bereued  me  my  eyesiht 

What  scholde  .1.  tett  }»e  Ansewere  of  ^e  knyht  2072 

His  son  was  sleyne  peie  is  no  more  to  seie 

Be])e  warre  ^r-fore  wi]>  lordes  howe  je  pleie 

Singe]>  Placebo  and  .L  schal .  If  .1.  can 

Bot  jif  it  be  vn-to  a  pouer  man  2076 

To  a  pore  man  he  schold  his  yices  tell: 

Bot  noujt  to  a  lorde  povihe  be  scbold  go  to  he& 

Lo  Irrot^  Siras  }»ilke  percien 

How  he  destreiede  ^e  river  of  Gysen  2080 

For  ^at  an  hors  of  his  was  drenched  )yere-inne 

Whan  J^at*  he  wente  babiloyne  to  wynne 

He  maad  ^at  J^e  riner  was  so  smale 

J^at  wemmen  mihten  wade  oner  ale  2084 

Lo  what  seide  he  )yat  so  wele  teche  can 

l^e  be  no  felow  to  none  yroos  man . 

Ke  wi)>  no  wood  man  walke  be  ^e  waie 

Leste  ^e  repent  .1.  wil  no  more  seie  2088 

Kow  thomas  leue  broker  leue  ])in  Ire 

]>ou  schalt  me  finde  als  iust  as  is  a  swire 

Holde  nouht  ]>e  deueles  knyf  ay  ]7at  ]7in  herte 

j>ine  Anger  do])e  )>e  al  to  sore  smaite  2092 

Bot  schew  to  me  al  ]7in  confession  [ie>f  iii] 

iN'ay  quod  fe  seke  man  be  seint  Simon 

.L  hane  be  schreue  pia  daie  att  my  cnrate 

JL  haue  him  tolde  al  holy  myne  estate  2096 
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It  nede]»  no  more  spek  of  hit  seide  he 

Bot  if  me  lust  of  n^yne  htunilitee 

}if  me  fan  of  ]»i  golde  to  make  ouie  cloyster 

Qitod  he  for  mony  a  muskel  and  many  an  oyster         2100 

Ha]>e  buen  oure  fode  ooce  clo]{s]ter  for  to  reise 

Whan  o^er  men  hape  be  ful  wele  att  eyse 

And  )it  god  wote  vne])  pe  foundement 

Perfonned  is  ne  of  oure  Paiment  2104 

KIb  nouht  a  tile  jit  wiJ^4nne  owie  wones 

Be  godde  we  owen  fourti  pounde  for  stones 

Now  helpe  thomas  for  him  Jrat  hezewed  belie 

Or  we  most  oure  bokes  seUe  2108 

And  if  we  lakke  oar  pr^cacione 

Than  go]»  fe  werlde  al  to  destniccione 

For  who  wolde  fro  ^is  werlde  vs  be-reue 

So  god  me  saae  Thomas  be  joure  lene  2113 

He  wolde  be-reve  oute  of  ^e  werlde  fe  sonne 

For  who  can  teche  and  worche  as  we  conne 

And  y&t  is  nouht  of  litel  time  quod  he 

Bot  se^yns  Elye  was  or  Elyje  21  IS 

Ha])e  freres  buen  )yat  finde  .L  of  recorde . 

In  Chaiite  y-])onked  be  oure  lorde 

Now  thomas  helpe  for  seint  charitee 

Adoune  a-none  he  sett  him  on  his  kne  2120 

^  This  seeke  man  wex  nyhe  woode  for  ire 

He  wolde  yai  fe  &ere  had  bue  on  fire 

Wi^  his  fals  dissimulacione 

Suche  ^inge  as  is  here  in  my  possessione  2124 

Quod  he  ))at  male  .1.  jeue  and  none  ojyere 

^  seine  me  Jms  J^at  .1.  am  }ouie  bro}»er 

Je  sertes  <iuod  fe  ficere  tmstep  me  wele 

•L  toke  oure  dame  oure  letties  wi)y  owre  seale  2128 

IT  Nowe  wele  quod  he  and  sumwhat  wil  J.  }eue 

Yn-to  3ouie  holy  Couent  whiles  .1.  leve 

And  in  )»in  hand  fou  schal  it  haue  anone 

Vpon  piB  condicione  and  opere  none  2132 
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]?at  ]k)u  depart  it  so  myne  owene  dere  broj^er 

))at  euery  freie  bane  also  muche  as  o)»er 

This  schalt  J^ou  sweze  on  fi  profeissione  Deaf  iis,  bMkj 

Wi])-oute  fraude  or  cauellacione  2136 

.1.  swere  it  quod  Jris  frere  vpon  my  feipe 

And  ]>eTe-wi^-al  his  honde  in  his  he  lei)^ 

Lo  here  my  ieipe  in  me  schal  be  no  lakke 

]jan~pat  ]7ine  honde  doune  be  my  bakke  2140 

Seide  fia  man  and  grepe  wel  be-hinde 

"Be-nepe  my  buttok  )>eie  schaltow  finde  - 

A  ^inge  ^at  .1.  haue  hid  in  pnuete 

A  ]K)uht  ^is  firere  )yat  schal  go  wi]y  me  2144 

An  doune  his  honde  he  launce^  in-to  pe  difl 

He  hoped  pere  for  to  finden  a  jift 

And  fan  fal  besi  was  pis  frere 

Abonte  his  touele  gropeinge  here  and  ^ere  2148 

Amiddes  his  honde  he  lete  pe  frere  a  fart 

Paxeia  no  capel  draweinge  in  pe  cart 

pai  myht  haue  latt  a  fart  of  suche  a  sowne 

pe  firere  vp  stert  as  it  were  a  fers  lyono  2152 

A  fals  cherle  quod  he  for  kokes  bones 

piB  hastow  fbr  spite  done  for  pe  nones 

]>ou  schal  abye  ]>is  fart  if  J^at  .1.  maio 

His  meign3e  whiche  )»at  herden  pia  a£&ay  2156 

Cam  lepeinge  inn  and  chased  owte  pe  frere 

And  forj^e  he  goJ)e  wij?  a  ful  Angiy  chiere 

An  fette  his  felawe  pere  as  leie  here  store 

He  loked  as  it  were  a  wilde  bore  2160 

He  grentef  his  tef  so  was  he  wrof  e  " 

A  stordy  pas  doune  to  j^e  courte  he  go]>e 

Where  as  ^ere  wonned  a  man  of  grete  honouie 

To  whome  pai  he  was  al  weie  confessoure  2164 

Thi3  vroTpi  man  was  lorde  of  J^at  vilage 

]7is  frere  cam  as  povihe  it  were  in  a  rage 

Where  as  ])is  lorde  satte  eteinge  att  his  horde 

iVnnep  miht  pe  frere  speke  a  worde  .   2168 
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Til  att  ^e  last  he  seide  god  jow  se 

piB  lorde  gan  loke  and  seide  benedicite 

quod  he  firere  lohfi  what  manere  werlde  is  ]7ia 

.1.  see  wele  ^t  sam  ]>inge  is  amys  2172 

}e  loken  as  ye  wode  were  ful  of  ^eues   • 

Sitte])  anone  and  tel  me  whate  jou  greaes 

And  it  schal  bene  amended  if  ]>at  .L  maye 

J.  haue  quod  he  a  dispite  to  daye  21 7& 

(jod  ^elde  30W  a  downe  in  joue  vilage  a«f  ns] 

pdi  in  )yis  werlde  feie  is  none  so  pouer  a  page 

]:>at  he  nolde  haue  abhomynacioi^ne 

Of  ]>at  .1.  haue  reseyuede  in  jowre  tonne  2180 

And  ^it  me  greae]>  no  ^inge  so  sore 

As  ^at  pis  olde  cherle  wip  lokkes  hore 

Blasphemed  hsLp  oure  holy  Couent  eke 

K'ow  mayster  quod  fia  lorde  .1.  jowe  beseke  2184 

No  maystere  quod  he  bot  s^raitoure 

feih  .L  haue  had  in  scole  p&t  honoure 

God  Ijkef  nooht  ^at  men  ys  Eaby  caH 

Ney^r  in  Market  ne  in  3onre  halt  2188 

No  force  quod  he  bot  tel  me  of  30ure  greue 

Sir  quod  pe  firere  an  hydoos  mescheue 

This  daie  be-tidde  is  to  myne  order  and  to  me 

And  so  par  consequence  to  iche  degre  2192 

Of  holy  cherche  god  amend  it  sone 

Sir  quod  ])e  lorde  je  wote  what  is  to  done 

Distemper  jowe  nou3te  3e  be  my  confessoure  * 

9e  hue  J^e  salt  of  ^e  er}»e  and  pe  sauoure  2196 

Por  goddes  loue  3oure  paciens  3e  holde 

Telle])  me  3oure  greue  and  he  anone  him  tolde 

AJs  3e  haue  herde  be-for  3e  wote  wele  whatt 

The  lady  of  >e  hous  ay  stil  satt  2200 

Til  sche  herde  what  }e  frere  seide 

Ey  goddes  moder  quod  sche  blisful  meide 

Es  ^ere  nouht  elles  telle^  me  feij^fully 

Ma  dame  qe^od  he  ho  we  ])inke  30  we  pei  by  2204 
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Howe  ^at  me  J^enke))  quod  sche  so  god  me  spede 

.L  seie  a  ckerk  ha^  done  a  cherlee  dede 

What  scholde  J.  aei  god  lot  him  nenere  ye 

His  aeeke  hede  is  ful  of  yanite  2208 

X  holde  him  in  a  maner  franseye 

Ma  dame  quoA  he  be  god  J.  schal  not^  lye 

£ot  .1.  on  oj)ere  wyse  nud  bene  a-irreke 

J.  schal  Bcknder  him  oner  al  where  .L  speke  2212 

fe  fills  bhu^emotir  ^[t]  charged  me 

To  parte  ^t  myht  nouhi  departed  be 

To  eoery  man  y-Hche  wi^  meschaunce 

The  lozde  satte  stifle  as  he  lay  in  a  trannei^  2216 

And  in  his  hert  he  lolle  Tp  vdoune 

Howe  had  J^is  cherle  ymaginaeiounce 

To  schew  sache  a  probleme  to  }e  frere  Pmtiis,  imoo 

Neuer  arst  or  nowe  herde  .1.  of  snche  maftierre  2220 

.1.  tzowe  pe  deuel  put  it  in  his  mynde 

In  ars  metrike  schal  ^ere  no  man  finde 

Be-for  pia  daie  of  snche  a  qnestione 

Who  schold  make  a  demonstracione  2224 

pat  enery  man  sohold  hane  .L-like  his  parte 

Of  a  sowne  or  of  a  sanonre  of  a  farte 

0  nyce  pronde  cherle  .1.  schrewe  his  face 

Lo  sires  qtiod  ])is  lorde  wi]>  harde  grace  2228 

Who  euer  herde  of  sache  a  )»inge  or  nowe 

To  enery  man  .y.-lyke  tel  me  howe 

It*is  an  impossible  it  mai  noujt  be 

A  nyce  cherle  god  lat  him  nener  fo  2232 

The  nunblinge  of  a  iarte  and  euery  sowne 

Ke  es  hot  hot  of  eyre  reuelacioone 

And  pere^mf  wsstep  lytel  and  lyte  a-waie 

Ther  is  no  man  can  deme  be  my  faie  2236 

If  ]7at  it  were  departed  equali 

What  lo  my  cherle  lo  jit  howe  schrewdelye 

Yn-to  my  confessotir  to-daie  he  spak 

.1.  holde  him  certeine  a  demonyak  2240 
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Nowe  ete]y  ^ouie  mete  and  let  him  go  pleie 
Latt  him  go  honge  him  self  a  denel  weie 

[The  Solution  of  the  "Prohleme'*  by  tlie  Lord^s  S(pure. 

No  break  in  the  MS.] 

Nowe  stoode  ^  loides  swyer  att  ^  borde 

)yat  kerne  here  mete  and  herde  worde  for  worde  2244 

Of  bUb  fringe  of  whiche  .1.  hane  ^owe  seide 

My  lorde  quod,  he  be  nonht  heuel  apaide 

J.  CGufe  telle  for  a  gone  clo]ye 

To  30W  Btr  frere  so  ^e  be  nouht  wro^e  2248 

How  )yat  fia  scholde  enen  ydolt  be 

Amonge  jonre  Couent  if  it  lyke]»  me 

Tel  on  quod  ^  lorde  and  fon  schalt  hane  anoue 

A  gonne  clojye  be  god  and  be  seint  lohfi  2252 

Mi  lozde  quod  he  whan  plB  weder  is  feire 

WijK)wten  wynde  or  pertubeinge  of  eyre 

Lat  bringe  a  carte  whele  here  in-to  ])is  hatt 

Bot  loke  he  hane  his  spokes  1^  2256 

Twelne  spokes  ha^  a  cart  whele  comnnly 

And  bringe  me  ^an  .xij.  freres  witte  ^e  why 

For  twelne  is  a  Conent  as  .1.  gesse 

Jowre  confessoter  hede  for  his  wor|)inesse  2260 

Schal  performe  yp  fe  nombre  of  his  Conent  (leaf  114] 

Than  schal  ^ei  knele  a-donne  by  on  assent 

And  to  en^ry  spokes  ende  in  ^is  manere 

Fnl  saddely  scholden  lay  here  nose  iche  a  frere  2264 

Jonre  noble  Confessonre  pere  god  him  sane 

Schal  holde  his  vpriht  in-to  ]»e  nane 

Than  schal  ))is  cherle  wi^  bely  styffe  and  tonht 

As  any  tabnr  hider  bnen  bronht  2268 

And  sett  him  on  ^e  whele  riht  on  ^is  carte 

Ypofi.  he  nane  and  late  him  maake  a  farte 

And  30  schol  see  vp  peril  of  my  lif 

Be  prene  whiche  ]>at  is  demonstratif  2272 
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^at  eqnali  J^e  soune  of  it  wil  wende 

And  eke  J^e  stynk  to  fe  spokes  ende 

Sane  )»at  J^is  wor]»i  man  J^is  confessonie 

Becanse  he  is  a  man  of  grete  hononie  2276 

Schal  hane  fo  first  fruyte  as  reson  is 

The  noble  vsaga  of  fireres  jit  is  )yis 

The  worj^i  men  of  hem  scholen  fiist  be  serued 

And  Serteynly  he  ha^  it  wele  deseiued  2280 

He  ha])  to-day  tauht  ys  so  muche  goode 

Wip  precheinge  in  ye  pilput  J^r  he  stoode 

^t  .L  maie  TOjache  sane  J.  saie  for  me 

He  hadde  fe  first  smel  of  fartes  )»ie  2284 

And  so  wolde  al  his  couent  hardely 

He  beie^  him  so  feuie  and  so  holyly 

The  lorde  Jie  lady  and  eche  mon  sane  fe  frere 

Saiden  )>at  lankyn  spak  in  )»is  matiere  2283 

As  wele  as  Enclide  or  ptholome^  [>  t  <•  i  ero«o 

Toncheinge  J^e  cherle  snbtelite 

And  by  hihe  make  him  speke  as  he  spak 

He  is  no  fale  ne  none  demoniak  2292 

And  lanky  haf  wonne  a  newe  gowne 

Mi  tale  is  done  we  bnen  almost  att  towne. 
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^  Incipit  prologue  Ckrioi  S  £m  i^iu^ 

Sir  Clerc  of  Oxenforde  owre  Oste  seide 
}e  ride  as  stiH  and  coie  as  do]>  a  maide 
Weer  newe  spowsed  sittinge  att  ^e  borde 
This  daie  ne  herde  .L  of  30010  tounge  a  worde  4 

I  tiowe  ^t  30  stody  abouto  some  sophime 
Bot  Salomon  sei^e  euerj  )>iiige  ha^e  time 
For  godessake  be^e  of  Better  chier 

It  ia  no  time  for  to  stodie  here .  8 

Tel  YS  sum  mery  tale  be  joure  feie  n«f  iH  back] 

For  what  man  is  entrede  in-to  pleie 
He  nodes  mote  vnto  ])e  plaie  assent 
Bot  preches  nouht  as  freres  done  in  lente  1 2 

To  make  ts  for  onre  olde  sinnes  wepe 
Ne  )yat  ])i  tale  Make  us  nouht  to  8l[e]pe 
Ten  YS  sum  Mery  ])inge  Of  Auentures 
Joure  termes  ^oure  coloures  joure  figures  16 

Kepe  hem  in  store  til  so  be  je  enditen 
Hihe  stylede  as  whan  ])at  men  to  kinges  writen 
Speke^  so  pleine  att  pia  time  .1.  jou  preie 
That  we  may  vnderstonde  what  30  seie  20 

IT  piB  W0T))i  clerke  benyngly  ansewerd 
Oste  quod  he  .1.  am  ynder  3oure  3erde 
5e  hane  of  vs  as  none  pe  gouemance 
And  ])erfore  wil  .1.  do  30we  obeissance  24 
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As  fer  as  reson  axe])  hardely 

.L  wiU  ^owe  tel  a  tale  whiche  ^at  .1. 

Lerened  att  Fadouse  of  a  vrotfi  clerke 

As  prauede  be  his  worde  and  hia  werk  28 

He  is  nowe  dede  and  nailed  in  his  chist 

•T.  praie  to  god  ^if  his  sonle  good  lyst 

Fraunces  Fetiak  ])e  Lauieat  poet 

Hiht  ])is  clerke  whos  rethorik  swoet  32 

Enlumyned  al.  ytaUe  of  Fotrie 

As  linian  dide  of  Fhilosophie 

Or  lawe  or  o])er  arte  paHicnlere 

Bote  ])at  wil  nouht  soffor  dweH  here  36 

Bot  as  it  were  a  twynklinge  of  an  eye 

Hem  ho^  haj>e  and  al  schal  we  dye 

Bot  for  to  teH  of  pis  wor))i  man 

^t  tauht  me  )yis  tale  as  he  gan  40 

.1.  seie  ^at  wi^  hyhe  stile  first  endite^ 

Or  he  ]7e  body  of  his  tale  write)) 

A  prohemye  in  ^e  whiche  descriue])  he 

Fymonde  and  of  Saliices  fe  Contre  44 

And  speke])  of  Appenyne  ]>e  hnlles  hihe 

)yat  bnen  pe  boundes  of  lumbardie 

And  of  pe  mounte  yesulus  in  special 

Where  as  ^  poe  out  of  a  wel  smal  48 

Take]>  his  first  spiingeinge  and  his  sours 

^at  estward  ay  encrese])  in  his  cours 

To  Emel  waide  *  ferrir  and  venise  Li^riis  ] 

Whiche  of  longe  ]»inge  were  to  deuise  52 

And  trenly  as  to  my  luggement 

Me  yeiikep  ^at  a  pmge  impertinent 

Saue  ]>at  he  wil  con[n]eyn  his  matier 

Bot  )ds  is  tale  whiche  pat  ^e  maie  hier  56 

SEplidt  Tfrologusi 
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[No  breaks  are  between  the  stanzas  in  the  M8.'] 

Mo  inoipit  fitbnla  ion  i€9fiu} 

Ter  is  nlit  att  )ye  west  side  of  Itaile  57 

Donne  att  ^e  rote  of  Yesulus  pe  colde 
A  lusti  pleine  al)oundaiint  of  vitaile 
Where  mony  a  toure  and  toune  ^om  maiste  beholde 
J)at  foimden  were  in  time  of  feulers  olde 
And  mony  anoj^er  delitable  siht 
And  Saluces  ])e  noble  contre  bibt  63 

A  markes  wbilome  lorde  was  of  ))at  lande  64 

[As  were  his  worthi  elderes  hym  be-fore]  SSfe.^i  Iwi^J'iJee-?!] 

And  obeissan  aie  redy  to  his  hande 

Were  al  his  lieges  boj^e  lesse  and  more  67 

puB  in  delite  he  leue])  and  ha]?  done  jore 

Beloued  and  drad  Jyorwhe  fauoore  of  fortune 

Hope  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  comune  70 

}}ere-wi]7  he  was  as  to  speke  of  Lignage  71 

A  faire  person  aTid  stronge  and  jonge  of  age  73 

The  gentillest  bore  of  lombardye  72 

[And  ful  of  hononre  and  of  curtesye]  [HS  Bag.  18  o  s] 

Discrete  ynouhe  his  Contre  for  to  Gye 

Saue  in  summe  J^inges  he  was  to  blame 

And  Waltier  was  fia  jonge  lordes  name  .  77 

I.  blame  him  )yiis  ^at  he  considerd  nouht  78 

In  time  comynge  what  myht  him  be-tide 

Botte  on  his  luste  present  was  al  his  ])ouht 

[And  for  to  hanke  and  hunte  on  euery  syde]     ^^^{^^^  ^ 

Wei  nyhe  al  oj^ere  Cures  lete  he  slide 

And  eke  he  nolde  ]>at  was  ^e  werst  of  aH 

Wedde  no  wife  for  owhte  ^at  maie  befaH  84 

LANSDOWNE  884  (S-T.  406) 


SIX-TEXT   406 

GBouF  S.  §  2.  clbrk's  TALE.'  Lansdowne  MS. 

Onely  j^at  poynte  his  peple  bar^  bo  sore  85 

)>at  flokingmele  on  a  day  to  him  pei  went 

And  of  him  pat  wisest  was  of  lore 

Or  elles  pat  pe  loide  beste  wolde  assent  88 

))at  scholde  tellen  him  what  his  peple  ment 

Or  elles  cou]>e  schew  wele  suche  matier 

He  to  ]>e  Markjs  seide  as  je  schal  here  91 

0  noble  Markes  ^oure  huinanite  92 

Asavaipe  vs  and  whisse  vs  hardine^ 

As  oft  as  time  is  of  necessite 

That  we  to  jowe  male  teH  onre  Heuinesse  peaf  us^  bade] 

Accept  loide  now  of  ^oure  gentilnesse 

pat  we  wi]»  petous  hert  to  30we  pleine 

And  late  jonre  eies  nonht  my  voice  disdeyne  98 

IT  Al  haue  .1.  nouht  to  done  in  ]yis  matiere  99 

Mor  ])an  anopere  man  ha,pe  in  j^is  place 

5itte  as  for  as  muche  as  je  my  lorde  so  dere 

Haue  alweie  schewde  me  fauore  and  grace    •  102 

.1.  dare  pe  better  ax  of  30we  a  space 

Off  Audience  to  schewen  oure  request 

And  3e  my  lorde  to  do  riht  as  30 we  liest  105 

if  For  certes  lorde  so  wele  lykef  vs  jowe  106 

And  al  jowre  werkes  and  euer  ha]>e  pat  we 

Ke  cou]>e  nouht  oure  seluen  deuisen  howe 

We  myht  leue  in  more  felice  109 

Saue  0  pinge  lorde  if  jowre  wil  be 

pat  for  to  be  a  wedded  man  ^owe  list 

^an  were  joure  peple  in  Souereigne  hertes  rest  112 

IT  £ou])e  joure  nek  vnder  ]7at  blisfutt  30k  113 

Off  Souereignete  nouht  of  seruise 

Whiche  ]>at  men  clepe  spowsal  or  wedlok 

And  ^inke])  lord  amonges  joure  ))ouhtes  wise  116 
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[ffor  of  wedlok/  cometh  gret  emprise]     ^ j^B^s o b*^ 

For  ]K)iihe  we  slepe  or  wake  or  romne  or  lide 

Ay .  flie]>  fe  time  and  wU  no  man  aMde  119 

And  J^onh  ^oure  grene  ^oxipe  flouro  as  3ite  120 

IT  In  crepejy  Age  al  wei  as  stiH  as  stone 

And  defe  manasse])  euerj  age  and  smyte]> 

In  eche  astate  for  ]>er  askape]>  none  1 23 

And  also  certeigne  as  we  knowe  ichone 

pat  we  schal  deie .  As  vncerteigne  we  ali 

Biene  of  fai  daie  )>at  de]>  schal  on  ve  fatt  126 

IT  Accepte  J>an  of  vs  pe  trewe  entente  127 

fat  neuer  ^it  refuysed  30ure  hest 

And  we  lorde  jif  ])at  30  wil  asente 

Chese  30 we  a  wif  in  schort  time  att  ]>e  lest  1 30 

Borne  of  pe  gentelest  and  of  the  mest 

Oi  alfia  londe  so  ]>at  it  ouht  seme 

Honour  to  god  and  30we  as  we  can  dome  133 

IT  Deliuer  vs  of  al  pia  besy  dede  134 

And  take])  a  wif  for  hihe  goddes  sake 

ffor  if  it  so  be-fel  as  god  for-bede 

fai  povxe  defe  3oure.  lignage  scholde  slake  137 

And  pat  a  stronge  successoure  scholde  take  [imfiiej 

Joure  Heritage  woo  were  vs  on  lyve 

Where-for  we  praie  30we  hastely  to  wiue  140 

if  Here  meke  preiere  and  here  pitouse  cliiere  141 

Maaked  30  Markes  hert  haue  pite 

[Wol  ye  quod  he  myn  oune  peple  deere]  KnS'  J^f' 

To  pat  .y.  nerste  ener  pouht  to  steyne  me  144 

L  me  reloysed  of  my  lybertie 
])at  selden  lime  is  foimden  mariage 
pete  .1.  was  £re  J.  most  be  in  s^ruage  147 
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If  Bot  naj^eles  .1.  see  joure  trewe  entente  148 

And  troste  vpon  ^ouie  witte  and  haue  done  aye 

Where-for  -mp  i^  m j  fre  wil  .1.  wil  assente 

To  wedde  me  als  sone  as  ea[er]e  .1.  male  151 

Bot  ))ere  as  ^e  liaue  proferd  me  to  dale 

To  chese  me  a  wif  .1.  jowe  relese 

))at  choise  and  pray  joue  of  ^onre  profure  cese  154 

IT  For  .L  wote  Jat  childem  often  bien  155 

Vnlyke  here  elders  hem  before 

Bonnte  come]»  al  of  god  nouht  of  pe  strene 

Of  whiche  fei  hue  engenderd  and  y-bore  158 

.L  troste  in  godese  bounte  and  ^re  fore 

Myn  mariage  and  myne  astate  and  reste 

•L  him  be-take  he  maie  do  as  him  leste  161 

if  Lete  me  alone  in  cheseinge  of  my  wif  162 

pat  charge  vpon  my  bak  J.  wil  endure 

Bot  .1.  jowe  preie  and  charge  vpon  jowre  lif 

])at  what  wife  .L  take  je  me  assure  165 

To  worschip  hire  while  pat  hire  life  maie  endure 

In  worde  and  werke  bo]>e  here  and  euerywhere 

As  sche  an  Emperoure  douhter  weere  168 

if  And  ferjyer^more  |»is  schal  je  swere  pat  je  169 

Ajeine  my  choice  schal  neuer  gruche  ne  strive 

ffor  se]>  .1.  schal  for-go  my  liberte 

Att  30ure  request  as  euer  mot  .1*  ]>ryye  172 

per  as  my  hert  is  set  J,er  vni  .1.  wiae      gJiS;**J^2^*Si.l^ 

And  bot  ^e  wil  assente  in  suche  manere 

•I.  praie  }owe  speke])  no  more  of  pia  matiere  175 

IT  Wif  hertly  wil  pel  swore  and  assenten  176 

To  al  ]>is  ]>inge  per  seide  no  whiht  naye 

Besekeinge  him  of  grace  or  pat  pei  wenten       * 

pat  he  wold  graunten  hem  a  cerceigne  daie  179 
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Of  his  spowsel  as  sone  as  euere  he  male 
Eor  jit  alweie  fe  peple  sum  what  diede 
Lest  ]>at  ]>is  Markes  no  wife  wold  wedde  D^f  li^i  buk] 

IT  He  grounted  hem  a  dai  suche  as  him  list  183 

On  whiche  he  wil  be  wedded  sekurly . 

And  seide  He  dide  al  )>is  att  ))eire  request 

An  ]>ei  wi]>e  humble  entent  ful  buxhumly  .  186 

Kneleynge  ypon  here  knese  ful  leuerently 

Him  fonkjnge  b&  and  pus  ]>ei  haue  an  ende 

Of  here  entente  and  home  ajeine  j^ei  wende  189 

IT  And  here-ypon  he  to  his  officieis  190 

Commaunde])  for  ]>e  feste  to  purveie 

And  to  his  pnue  knyhtes  and  swyers 

Suche  charge  jaf  as  him  list  on  hem  leye  193 

And  ]>ei  to  his  commandement  obeie 

And  yche  of  hem  do)>  his  diligence 

To  do  yn-to  ]>e  fest  reuerence «  196 

[PAET  JL] 
Prima  pars  fabnle 

Nowht  fer  £k)  pe  paleis  honurable  197 

Where  as  pe  Markes  schope  his  mariage 
The[re]  stode  a  ])rope  of  pe  Cite  delitable 
In  whiche  J»at  pouer  folke  of  ]>at  vilage  200 

Hadden  her  bestes  and  her  herbergage 
And  of  here  laboure  toke  here  sustinance 
After  fe  erpQ  jaf  hem  abundance  203 

■ 

IT  Amonge  ]>ise  pouer  folke  per  dwelled  a  man  204 

Whiche  was  holde  pouerest  of  hem  al 

Bot  ]>e  hihe  god  sum  time  sende  can 

His  grace  in-to  a  lite  oxe  stal  207 

lanicula  Men  of  pat  porpe  him  cal 

A  doubter  had  he  faire  ynouhe  to  siht 

An  Cnsilda  pis  jonge  maiden  hiht  210 
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IT  Bot  for  to  speke  of  yertuonse  beute  211 

pan  was  sclie  one  of  pe  direst  vnder  sonne 

Ful  pouerlj  fosteid  was  sche 

Ko  lyconious  luste  was  in  hire  hert  yronne  2H 

Wele  ofter  of  ]>e  wel  J»an  of  J»e  tonne 

Sche  dranke  for  sche  wolde  vertnse  plese 

8che  knewe  wele  laboure  bot  none  ydel  ese  217 

if  Bot  ^nhe  pia  maide  tender  were  of  age  218 

3ite  in  pe  breste  of  hire  yirginite 

pere  was  y-closed  ripe  and  scharpe  corage 

And  in  a  grete  reuerence  and  charite  221 

Hire  olde  pouer  fader  fosterd  sche 

A  fewe  scbepe  spynynge  on  pe  felde  sclie  kepped      {imtiin 

Sche  nolde  nou^t  be  ydel  til  pai  sche  slepped  224 

if  And  wban  sche  cam  homwarde  sche  wald  biinge      225 

Wortes  or  o]>er  herbes  times  ofb 

The  whiche  scbe  schredde  and  Bepe  for  here  leueinge 

And  maade  hire  bedde  ful  harde  and  no])inge  soft        228 

And  ay  sche  kepped  her  faders  life  on  loft 

Wi]>e  euerye  obeissance  and  dilegence 

J)at  childe  myht  do  to  fadere  reuerence  231 

IT  Vpon  Crizilda  pe  pouer  creature  232 

Ful  oft  aipe  pe  Markes  sett  is  eye 

As  he  on  hunteinge  rode  perauenture 

And  whan  it  ieS^  ]»at  he  myht  hire  aspye  235 

He  nouht  wi]>  wanton  lokeinge  of  folye 

His  eyen  kast  on  hire  bot  in  sad  wise 

Ypon  hire  chere  he  wolde  him  of  aviso  238 

IT  Commendinge  in  his  ert  here  wommanhede  239 

And  eke  hir  yertue  passinge  any  whihte 

Of  so  jonge  age  as  wele  in  chere  as  in  dede 

for  povihe  pe  peple  haue  no  grete  insiht  242 
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lu  yertue  he  considered  ful  riht 

Her  boimde  and  disposed  \&t  he  wolde 

Wedde  hire  onely  if  euere  he  wed  scholde  245 

IT  ]>e  daie  of  weddinge  cam  hot  no  whihte  can  246 

Tel  what  womman  ]>at  it  scholde  be 

For  whiche  merveile  wonderej)  mony  man 

And  seiden  whan  pei  were  in  pnuete  249 

Wil  nouht  oure  lorde  leue  his  vanite 

Wil  he  nouht  wedde  alas  alas  pe  while 

"Whi  wil  he  fus  him  self  and  vs  be-gile  252 

IT  Bot  na]>eles  ]>is  Markes  h&pe  done  make  253 

Of  gemmes  sette  in  golde .  and  in  asure 

Broches  and  ringes  for  crisild  sake 

And  of  hir  clo]>inge  toke  he  pe  mesure  256 

Of  a  maiden  lyke  to  hire  stature 

And  eke  of  o]>er  omamentes  al 

]>at  ynto  suche  a  wedynge  scholde  fal  259 

IT  The  time  o(  hundren  of  pe  same  daie  260 

Aptoche])  ]>at  )»is  weddynge  schold  be 

And  al  pe  paleis  putt  was  in  araie 

Bo)»e  hal  and  chambre  iche  in  his  degre  263 

Houses  of  ofi&cez  stoffed  wip  plente 

Ther  mai  pon  see  of  daynteuos  vitaile  Oaf  in,  back] 

That  male  be  founde  as  fer  as  last  ytaile  266. 

IT  This  Eoial  Markes  richeli  araide  237- 

Lordes  and  ladies  in  his  compaigne  - 

The  whiche  vnto  f e  feste  were  praide 

Anel  of  his  retenu  pe  bachellarie  '    21& 

Wif  mony  a  soune  of  simdre  Melodic 

Vnto  Je  vilage  of  whiche  .1.  tolde 

In  fiB  arraie  pe  riht  weie  h&pe  holde  273 

21  LANSDOWNE 'ieOO  {6-T.  411} 


8IX-TEXT   413 

GROUP  E.  §  2.  clebk's  tale.  Laiuidoivne  KS. 

IT  Crisid  of  fis  god  wote  fill  iimocente  274 

That  for  hir  schapen  al  J»is  arraie  was 

To  fecche  water  atte  J»e  wel  is  went 

And  come])  home  as  sone  as  eu^  sche  male  277 

For  wele  sche  hadde  herde  sale  )»at  like  dale 

pa.t  Markes  scholde  wedde  and  if  sche  miht 

Sche  wol  feine  haue  seine  sum  of  y&i  siht  280 

IT  Scho  ])oat  .1.  wil  wiji  oJ>er  maidens  stonde  281 

])at  bien  my  felaues  in  owre  dore  and  see 

The  Markes  and  ]>arfore  wil  .L  fonde 

To  done  att  home  as  sone  as  it  mai  be  28i 

The  laboure  y&t  longe]>  ynto  me 

And  foil  .1.  maie  att  leiser  hire  be-holde 

If  sche  ^is  waie  in-to  fe  castel  holde  287 

^  And  as  sche  wolde  oner  ]pe  presshewolde  gone  288 

The  Markes  came  and  ga^me  hire  for  to  coR 

And  sche  sett  donne  hire  water  pott  a-none 

Be-side  pQ  ]>resshewold  of  pis  ox .  staH  291 

And  doune  vpon  hir  knesse  sche  gan  to  faH 

WiJ)  sadde  Countenance  knele)»  stiH 

Til  sche  hadd  herde  what  was  pQ  lordes  wiH  294 

IT  This  ponhtful  Marquys  spake  Tnto  j^is  maide  295 

Ful  soburly  and  seide  in  fia  manere 

Where  es  30wre  fader  Cnzild  he  seide 

And  sche  isip  lenerence  and  humble  chiere  298 

Anaewerd  lorde  he  is  all  redie  here 

And  in  sohe  go]>e  wi]K)ute  langer  lette 

And  to  ])e  Markys  hir  fader  sche  fette  301 

IT  He  be  pe  honde  ]>an  toke  pia  olde  man  302 

And  seide  ]>us  whan  he  had  him  a  side 

lanicula  .1.  ney]»ere  maie  ne  kan 

Ifinger  pe  plesonce  of  myne  herte  hide  305 
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If  )}at  foxL  Youclie-saf  what  so  be- tide 

J)i  doubter  .1.  wil  take  ar  fat  .1.  wende  [leaf  iis] 

As  for  my  wif  vnto  hire  liues  ende  308 

if  Thowe  louest  me  .1.  wote  it  wele  certeine  309 

And  arte  my  fei]>eful  liege  Maifaie  y-bore 

And  al  ]>at  likep  me  .1.  dar  wel  seine 

It  like])  ]>e  and  specitdiscbe  ]>ere-fore  312 

Tel  me  J»at  point  as  .L  haue  seide  be-fore 

If  pai  J»ou  wilte  vnto  J»at  purpose  drawe 

To  take  me  as  for  pi  son  in  lawe  315 

IF  The  sodeyne  caas  pe  man  a-stoned  so  316 

J»at  rede  be  wez  a-basscbed  and  al  qwakynge 

He  stoode  ynneji  be  seide  worde  no  moo 

Bot  only  pus  lorde  quod  be  my  willynge  319 

Is  as  30  wiH  noubt  a-jeines  30ure  lykeynge 

•L  ml  no]>inge  je  be  my  lorde  so  dere 

Bot  as  30W  luste  goueme]>  pis  matier  322 

IT  5it  wil  .L  quod  pis  Markes  softlye  323 

J^at  in  J»i  chamber  .1.  and  povre  and  sche 

Haue  a  coUacione  and  wost  p\i  wbie 

For  .L  wil  ax  if  ]>at  hire  wil  bee  326 

To  be  my  wif  and  reule  hire  aftere  me 

And  al  ]>is  schal  be  done  in  |»i  presence 

.1.  wil  noubt  speke  owte  of  pine  Audiei^ce  329 

if  And  in  hire  Chambre  while  ]>ei  were  aboute  330 

Here  treteis  whiche  pat  ^e  schal  after  here 

The  peple  cam  in  to  pe  hous  wip-oute 

And  wondred  hem  in  here  honest  manere  333 

And  tentiHy  sche  kepped  hir  fadere  dcre 

Bot  vtterly  Crizilda  wonder  myht 

For  neuer  eft  sauhe  sche  suche  a  siht  336 
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^  No  wonder  is  Jjouhe  pat  scbe  were  a-stoned  337 

To  se  BO  grete  a  geste  in  )»at  place 

Sche  neuer  was  to  suclie  gestez  woned 

For  which,  sche  lokede  wij  ful  pale  face  340 

Bot  schortly  forpe  p\a  matie[r]  for  to  chace 

Thes  aren  pe  wordes  ]7at  Markes  seide 

To  his  benigne  feij>-ful  maide  343 

if  CrizUd  he  seide  je  schal  wele  ynderstoude  344 

It  like])  to  joure  fader  and  to  me 

]>at  .1.  30we  wedde  and  eke  it  maie  so  stonde 

As  .1.  suppose  30  wil  pat  it  so  be  347 

Bot  pis  demandes  ax  .1.  first  quod  he . 

That  sepen  it  schal  be  done  in  hastie  wise  Dof  ii8»  back] 

Wil  je  assent  or  elles  30we  aviso  350 

IF  I  seie  pis  be  redye  wip  goode  herte  351 

To  al  my  lust  and  pat  I.  frely  maie 

As  me  best  penkep  do  3owe  knowe  ore  smerte 

And  neuer  pe  to  grucche  it  nyht  ne  daie  354 

And  eke  whan  .1.  seie  30  ne  saie  nouht  naie 

Key  per  be  worde  ne  be  fix)unynge  contenance 

Swere  pis  and  here  .1.  swere  oure  alliance  357 

IF  Weddinge  vpon  pis  worde  whakeinge  for  drede         358 

Sche  seide  lorde  vndigne  or  Tnworpi 

Am  .1.  to  pat  ilke  honor  pat  30  me  bede 

Bot  as  30  wil  30ure  self  riht  so  wil  J.  361 ' 

And  here  .1.  swere  pat  neuer  wilingely 

In  werke  ne  pouhte  .1.  nyl  30we  disobeie 

Por  to  be  dede  pouhe  me  were  lope  to  deie  364 

H  This  is  ynouhe  Crizilda  myne  quod  he  365 

And  forpe  he  gope  wipe  a  ful  sobre  chiere 

Oute  atte  pe  dore  and  after  pat  cam  sche 

And  to  pe  peple  he  seide  in  pis  maniere  368 
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This  is  my  wife  qfwd  he  Jjat  stondef  hiere 

Honoure])  hir  arid  loue]>  hire  eko  .1.  preie 

Who  so  me  loue]>e  fare  is  no  more  to  seie  371 

IT  And  for  Jat  nopinge  of  hire  olde  gere  372 

Sche  scholde  hringe  in  to  his  house  he  hadde 

)>at  wemmen  scholde  dispoylen  [hire]  nht  jiere 

Of  whiche  ])e  ladies  weren  no}}inge  gladde  375 

To  handel  hire  clo]>es  where  in  sche  was  cladde 

Bot  naj^eles  ]>is  maiden  briht  of  hewe 

Ero  pe  fote  to  pe  hede  ])ei  clo])ed  hane  al  newe  378 

IT  Her  here  ha  pei  kembed  pat  laie  vntressed  379 

Thei  tirede  hir  hede  ]>at  longe  rudely  laie  dressed  381 

Ful  roodely .  and  wij>  hire  fingers  smale  380 

Of  hire  araye  what  scholde  .1.  maake  a  tale  382 

Sche  is  nowe  fure  of  hewe  pot  arst  was  pale 

YnneJ»  pe  peple  hire  knewe  for  hire  fairenesse 

Whan  sche  transemute  was  in  suche  rechesse  385 

IT  This  Markes  h&p  her  wed  vrip  a  ringe  386 

Brouht  for  ])e  same  cause  and  hire  sette 

Vpon  an  hors  snowe  white  and  wele  Amblynge 

And  to  pe  paleis  ar  he  langer  lette  389 

Wif  loyful  peple  pat  hire  ladde  and  mette 

Conueyde  hire  and  pus  pe  daie  pei  spende  [i6aru2] 

In  reuele  til  pe  sonne  gan  descende  392 

IT  And  schortly  forpe  pis  tale  for  to  chace  393 

.1.  seie  pat  to  pis  new  Marquysesse 

God  hape  suche  fauore  sent  hire  of  his  grace 

])at  it  ne  semed  nouht  be  liknesse  396 

])at  sche  was  borne  and  fedde  in  rudesse 

As  in  a  Cote  or  in  an  ox  staH  * 

Bot  norissched  in  an  Emperours  haH  399 
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IT  To  evierj  whight  sche  waxen  is  so  dei©  400 

And  worschipful  ]>at  folks  )»6re  sche  was  bore 

And  frome  hire  bir]»e  knewe  hire  3010  be  ^ere 

VnneJ)  trowed  Jei  bot  dorst  han  swore  403 

That  to  lanicul  of  whiche  .1.  spak  before 

Sche  douhter  nas  for  as  be  conertore 

Hem  jK>iiht  sche  was  a  no]>er  creature  406 

If  For  J^onhe  euere  vertuous  was  sche  407 

Sche  was  encresed  in  suche  excellence 

Of  ]>ewe8  goods  sette  in  hihe  bounte 

And  so  discrete  and  faire  of  eloquence  410 

So  benigne  atid  digne  of  reuerence 

And  cou]>e  so  fe  peple  hertes  so  enbrace 

That  iche  hire  loue]>e  ]>at  lokc]»  in  hire  face  413 

IT  Noujt  only  of  Saluces  in  fe  toune  414 

Purplyste  was  J>e  bounte  of  hire  name 

Bote  eke  be-side  in  mony  a  Eegioune 

If  one  seide  wele  a  no)»er  seide  fe  same  417 

So  spredej»e  of  hire  hihe  bounte  and  fame 

That  men  and  wemmen  also  wele  ^onge  as  olde 

Gone  to  Saluce  ypon  hire  to  be-holde  420 

If  Thus  Walter  lowly .  nou3t .  but  royalye  421 

Wedded  wi]>  fortunate  honeste 

In  goddes  pes  leue]>  ful  esilye 

Att  home  and  outewarde  grace,  ynowhe  had  he  424 

And  for  he  sauhe  ]>at  vnder  lowe  degre 

Was  oft  vertue  hidde  )»e  peple  him  helde 

A  prudent  man  and  J»at  is  seene  ful  seide  427 

IF  Kouht  only  pis  Crisilde  ]>ourhe  hire  witte  428 

Gou])e  al  fe  fei])e  of  wiily  homlynesse 

Bot  eke  whan  ])at  fe  caas  required  it 

The  comune  profit  cou]>e  sche  redresse  431 
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Ther  nas  discorde  rancor  ne  heuinesse 

In  al  pai  londe  pat  sche  cou])e  apese  paaf  ii9,bMk] 

An  ij^isely  bringe  hem  al  in  hertes  ese  434 

IT  Thonlie  p&t  hir  liusbonde  absent  were  anone  435 

If  gentil  men  or  o|»ere  of  here  contre 

Weere  wro]>e  sche  wolde  bringe  hem  att  one 

So  wise  and  ripe  wordes  had  sche  438 

And  luggement  of  so  grete  equite 

That  &om  heuen  ysente  was  as  men  wende 

The  peple  to  plese  and  euerj  wronge  to  amende  441 

if  Nouht  longe  time  after  )»at  pis  Crisilde  442 

Was  wedded  sche  a  doubter  hap  .I.-bore 

Al  had  hire  lener  bane  borne  a  knaue  childe 

Gladd  was  pis  markes  attd  his  folk  per  fore  445 

For  pouhe  a  mayden  childe  cam  al  before 

8che  nude  vnto  a  knaue  childe  atteigne 

Belikned  sep  sche  is  nouht  bareine  448 

[ExpUoit]  Seonnda  pars  fTabule. 

[PART  IIL] 

There  fel  att  befallep  times  mo  [or  ino]  449 

Whan  pat  pis  childe  hadde  sowked  hot  a  prowe 
This  Markes  in  his  hert  langep  so 
To  tempt  his  wif  hire  saddenesse  for  to  knowe  452 

That  he  ne  myht  oute  of  his  hert  prowe 
This  meruelous  desire  his  wif  to  assaie 
Kedeles  god  wote  he  pouht  hire  to  affraie  455 

IT  He  hadde  assaide  hire  ynouhe  before  456 

And  fonde  hire  eu^re  goode  what  nededepe 

"Hire  for  to  tempte  and  alweie  more  and  more 

Bot  as  for  me  .1.  seie  pat  yuel  it  sitte  459 

)>ouhe  sume  men  it  preise  for  a  subtile  witte 

To  assaie  a  wif  whan  pat  it  is  no  nede 

And  to  putten  hire  in  angwysse  and  in  drede  462 
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f  ffor  whiche  ]>i8  markys  wroulit  in  pis  manere  463 

He  cam  a  nyht  alone  J»eie  as  sche  leye 

WiJ»  steren  face  and  wi]>  tiouble  chiere 

And  seide  ]>iis  Cr[i]3ilde  qt^d  he  ]>at  deye  466 

]^t  .1.  joue  toke  oute  of  30ure  poure  aray 

And  putt  jowe  in  astate  of  hihe  noblesse 

3e  haue  nonht  for-geten  as  .1.  gesse  469 

IT  .1.  seie  Criselde  J)is  present  dignito  470 

In  whiche  .1.  haue  put  jowe  as .  I  trowe 

Make])  30we  nouht  for-jeteful  for  to  be 

J>at  .1  jowe  toke  in  poure  astate  ful  lowe  473 

For  any  wele  je  moste  joure  selue  knowe  [Wifo] 

Take  hede  of  euery  worde  J>at  .1.  jowe  seie 

Jjere  is  no  whight  pat  herep  it  bot  we  tweye  476 

« 

IT  Je  wote  joure  self  wele  howe  pat  je  com  here  477 

In  to  pis  house  pat  is  nouht  longe  a  go 

And  pouhe  to  me  je  be  riht  leue  and  dere 

Vn-to  my  gentils  je  be  nopinge  so  480 

Thei  seie  to  hem  it  is  grete  schame  and  woo 

For  to  be  soubgetes  and  be  in  seruage 

To  pe  pat  art  borne  of  a  smale  yilage  483 

%  And  namely  seppe  pi  doubter  was  bore  484 

]>is  wordes  haue  pei  spoken  doutelese 

Bot  .1.  desire  as  .1.  haue  done  be-fore 

To  lede  my  lyue  wip  hem  in  rest  and  pese  487 

.L  male  nouht  in  pis  caas  be  recheles 

J.  mote  do  wip  pi  doubter  for  pe  best 

Kat  as  J.  wolde  bot  as  my  genteles  leste .  490 

%  And  jite  god  wote  pis  is  ful  lope  to  me  491 

Bot  napeles  wip  owten  joure  witeinge 

.1.  wil  nouht  do  bot  pis  witi  J.  quod  he 

J^at  3e  to  me  assent  as  in  pis  pinge  494 
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Schewe  nowe  joure  pacience  as  in  werkynge 

)}at  me  je  hiht  atid  swore  in  30ure  vilage 

pai  daie  fai  maked  was  ouie  Manage  497 

if  Whan  sche  hadde  heide  al  ]>is  scho  nat  ameued        498 

Kei]»ere  in  worde  ne  chiere  ne  countenance 

For  as  it  semede  sche  was  nonht  agreued 

Sche  saide  lorde  al  lij^e  in  joure  plesance  501 

My  childe  and  .1.  wip  hertly  obeissance 

Bene  ^oures  aii .  and  je  mowe  saue  ajid  spiUe 

3onie  owen  ]»inge  worke]>  after  ^oure  wille  504 

H  There  male  no  ])inge  so  god  my  soule  saue  505 

Likeinge  to  jowe  )»at  male  displesen  me 

Nq  .1.  desire  no  j^inge  for  to  haue 

Ke  drede  for  to  leese  saue  onlye  pe  508 

])ia  wil  is  in  myne  hert  and  aie  schal  be 

Ne  lengej»  of  time  or  de))e  maie  ])is  deface 

Ke  chaunge  myne  corage  to  anoper  place  511 

IT  Glad  was  ]>is  Marquys  for  hir  ansewaringe  512 

Bot  jit  he  feyned .  as  it  wer  nouht  soo 

Al  drery  was  his  chier  as  his  lokeinge 

Whan  ]>at  he  scholde  oute  of  J^e  chambre  goo .  515 

Sone  after  pia  a  furlonge  waie  or  tuo  [leaf  120,  back] 

He  pnuely  h&p  tolde  al  his  entent 

Ynto  a  man  of  his  assent  518 

IT  A  manei'  seriant  was  ])is  pnue  man  519 

]pe  whiche  he  feipeful  often  fonden  hadd 

In  ]>inge  grete .  and  eke  suche  folke  wele  can. 

Done  execucione  of  pinges  badde  522 

The  lorde  knewe  wele  pat  he  him  loued  and  dradde 

And  whan  pia  Sereiant  knewe  his  lordes  wille 

In-to  pe  chambure  he  stalked  him  ful  stille  525 
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IT  Madame  He  seide  je  mot  for-jiue  it  me  526 

)>oii}ie  .1.  do  pinge  whiche  .1.  am  constreeyned 

^e  bue  80  wise  ]>at  ful  wele  knowen  je 

p&t  lordes  liestes  mow  iiou3t  be  fejned  529 

p&j  may  wele  be  weiled  or  compleyned 

Bot  most  nede  to  here  luste  obeie . 

And  so  wil  .1.  j^er  is  no  more  to  seie  532 

IT  This  childe  am  .L  commaonded  for  to  take  533 

And  spak  no  more  bot  owte  pe  childe  he  hent 

Dispytously  and  gan  a  chere  make 

As  J^onhe  he  wolde  haue  sleyne  it  ar  he  went  536 

Crisilde  most  al  sufifur  and  consent 

And  as  a  lombe  sche  sitte])  meke  and  stiti 

And  lete  ])i8  seriant  haue  al  his  wili  539 

If  Suspecious  was  fe  fame  of  pis  manue  540 

Suspecte  lus  face  suspecte  his  worde  also 

Sospecte  fe  time  in  whiche  he  ]>is  be-ganne 

Alas  lus  doubter  ]»at  sche  loued  so  543 

Sche  wende  he  wolde  haue  sleyne  it  riht  fo 

Bot  na]>eles  sche  ney]»er  wepped  ne  siked 

Confemeinge  hir  to  J»at  ])at  markes  lyked  546 

IT  Bot  att  pe  last  speke  sche  began  547 

And  mekely  to  ])e  seriant  praiede 

So  as  he  was  a  wor]>i  gentil  man 

])at  sche  mot  kisse  hir  childe  ar  pai  it  deide  550 

And  in  hire  barme  ]»is  litel  childe  sche  leide 

WiJ»  ful  sadde  face  and  gan  pia  childe  to  blisse 

And  lulled  it  and  affter  gan  it  kisse  553 

If  And  fua  sche  seide  in  hire  benigne  voice  554 

Fare  wele  my  childe  .1.  schal  pe  neuer  se 

Bot  Befe  .L  haue  pe  merked  wiji  pe  croyse 

Of  J»ilke  fader  blissed  mot  povL  be .  557 
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pai  for  YS  deide  ypon  a  cros  of  tre  Omtixi^ 

Thi  soule  litel  childe  .1.  him  be-take 

Pot  ])is  nyht  schalt  ^ou  deie  for  my  saake  560 

IT  I  trowe  to  a  nonce  in  ^is  caas  561 

It  hadde  bien  harde  fla  reuj>e  for  to  see 

Wele  myht  a  moder  ])an  haue  cride  alas 

Bott  na^eles  so  sadde  stedfast  was  sche  564 

)pat  sche  endure])  al  aduersite 

And  to  ]h3  Seriaunte  mekelj  sche  seide 

Haue  here  ajeine  ^oure  litel  3onge  maide  567 

IT  Go])e  nowe  quod  sche  ajid  do])e  my  lordes  heste        568 

Bott  o  ^inge  wolde  .1.  praie  joue  of  joure  grace 

J^at  but  my  lorde  for-badde  ^owe  att  ^e  leste 

Beri])e  ])is  litel  body  in  sum  place  571 

J}at  bestes  ne  birdes  it  to-race 

Bot  he  ne  wolde  no  worde  to  ])e  pupos  seie 

Bot  toke  ])e  childe  and  wente  vpon  his  weie  574 

IT  This  seriaunt  came  vnto  ^is  lorde  ajeine  575 

And  of  Crisilde  wordes  and  hir  chiere 

He  tolde  him  worde  for  worde  in  schorte  and  pleine 

And  him  presented  wi])  his  doubter  dere  578 

Somwhat  ^is  lorde  had  reu])e  in  his  manere 

Bot  na])eles  his  purpos  helde  he  still 

As  lordes  done  whan  fei  wil  haue  here  wiH  581 

V  And  badde  f\a  sergeant  ])at  he  priuely  582 

Scholde  ^is  childe  ful  oft  wynde  and  wrappe 

Wi]>  al  circumstance  tenderly 

And  Carie  it  in  a  cofer  or  in  a  lappe  585 

Bott  vppon  peine  his  hede  of  for  to  swappe 

)pat  no  man  scholde  knowe  of  his  entente 

j^e  whene  ne  whedere  fat  he  wente  588 
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IT  Bot  att  fe  Boloigne  it  to  his  suster  dere  589 

])at  ilke  time  of  Faujke  was  Countesse 

He  scholde  it  take  a?id  schewe  hir  ])is  matiere 

Be-secheinge  hire  to  tone  hir  besincsse  592 

This  childe  to  fostre  in  al  gentillesse 

And  whos  childe  f&t  it  was  he  bad  hire  hide 

Frome  euery  whiht  for  ouhte  fat  maie  be-tide  595 

IT  ])is  seigeant  gof e  and  hafe  fulfilled  pia  pmge  596 

Bot  nowe  to  f  is  ma[r]kes  I'etorne  wee 

For  nowe  gofe  he  ful  oft  ymagyneinge 

^if  be  his  wyues  chiere  he  myht  see  599 

Or  be  hir  worde  perceyue  J)at  sche  Oeafm,i»ck] 

Were  chaunged  bot  he  neuer  coufe  hir  finde 

Bot  euere  in  one  jlike  sadde  and  kynde  602 

IT  As  gladde  as  besy  as  humble  in  s^ruise  603 

And  eke  in  loue  as  sche  was  wont  to  be 

Was  sche  to  him  in  euery  majiere  wise 

Ke  of  hir  douhter  nouht  a  worde  spak  sche  606 

Accident  for  none  aduersite 

Was  seine  in  hire  ne  neuer  hir  douhter  name 

Ke  nemend  sche  in  emest  ne  in  game  609 

[Ezplioit]  Tercia  pars  fabnle. 

[FART  IV.] 

IN  fis  .  astate  fere  ben  passed  foure  jere  610 

£r  sche  wif  childe  was  Bot  as  god  wolde 
A  knaue  childe  sche  bare  be  fis  waltere 
Ful  gracious  and  faire  to  be-holde  613 

And  whan  fat  folke  it  to  his  fader  tolde 
Nouht  onlyche  he  but  al  f  e  centre  mury 
Was  for  fis  and  god  fei  fonke  a7id  hery  616 

IT  Whan  it  was  tuo  3ere  olde  and  fro  fe  breste  617 

Departid  of  his  norice  on  a  daye 
fis  Markes  cauht  ^it  anof ere  leste 
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To  tempte  his  wif  jit  ofter  if  he  maie  620 

O  nedeles  was  sche  tempted  in  assaie 

Bot  wedded  men  knowen  no  mesure 

Whan  ])at  pel  finde  a  pacient  creature  623 

IT  Wif  quod  ])is  Markes  je  haue  herde  of  ])is  624 

My  peple  sekelj  here])  heuye  of  oure  mariage 

And  namely  se]>  my  sofi  borne  is 

Kowe  is  wers  ]>an  euer  in  al  oure  age  627 

The  mormure  sle])e  myn  herte  ami  myne  corage 

For  to  myne  eres  comme])  voice  so  smarte 

That  it  wel  nyhe  destruyde  hathe  myne  herte  630 

V  Nowe  seye  pel  fus  whan  Waltier  is  a-gone  631 

Than  schal  pe  blode  of  lanicle  succede 

And  bien  oure  lorde  for  o]}er6  haue  we  none  « 

Suche  wordes  sei])e  my  peple  it  is  no  drede  634 

Wele  ouhte  .1.  of  suche  murmure  taken  hede 

For  certeinly  .1.  drede  suche  sentence 

)pouhe  )»ei  nouht  pleine  speke  in  myne  audience  637 

IT  I  wolde  leue  in  pes  if  ])at  .1.  myhte  638 

Where-fore  .1.  am  disposed  vtterlye 

As  .L  his  suster  serued  be  nyhte 

Biht  so  ])enke  .1.  to  serue  him  priuely  Dc«fi22]         641 

Thus  wame  .1.  30 we  for  je  nouht  sodanly 

Oute  of  joure  selue  for  no  woo  scholde  outraie 

Bej>e  pacient  and  J)erfore  .1.  30W  proie  644 

IT  .1.  haue  quod  sche  saide  and  euer  schal  645 

.L  will  no  ^inge  certeigne 

Bot  as  3oue  luste  nouht  greue])e  me  al 

J?ouhe  ^at  my  doiditer  and  my  'soh  bue  sleine  648 

Att  joure  commandement  ])is  is  to  seine 

•I.  haue  nouht  had  no  parte  of  childem  tweyne 

Bot  first  sekenesse  and  after  woo  and  peine  651 
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IT  Je  bene  oure  lorde  do  wif  ^oure  owen  j>inge  652 

Biht  as  3owe  liste  axe])e  no  lede  att  me 

For  as  J.  left  att  home  al  my  clo])inge 

Whan  J.  first  came  to  jowe  riht  so  qjuod  sche  655 

Lest  .1.  my  thI  and  al  mj  liberte 

And  toke  joure  clo])inge  where-fore  .1.  jowe  preie 

Do])e  jouie  plesance  .1.  wil  joiire  lust  obeie  658 

IT  And  certes  if  .1.  had  prescience  659 

3ouTe  wiH  to  knowe  ar  je  ^oure  lust  me  tolde 

.1.  wolde  it  do  wiJ)-outen  necligence 

Bot  nowe  .1.  wote  joure  luste  and  what  ^e  wolde  662 

Al  joure  plesance  ferme  and  plesance  J.  holde 

For  wist  .L  j>at  my  depe  wolde  do  ^owe  ese 

Biht  gladly  wolde  .L  deie  3owe  to  plese  665 

IT  De]>  maie  nouht  make  no  comparisone  666 

Ynto  owre  loue  and  whan  pia  Markis  seye 

)pe  C9uMenance .  of  his  wif  he  cast  a-doune 

His  ey3en  tuo  and  wonder])  j>at  sche  maye  669 

In  paciens  suffiir  al  pia  araye 

And  for]>e  he  go])  wi])  drery  countenance 

Bot  to  his  hert  it  was  riht  grete  plesance  672 

IT  pis  Ogel  seriant  in  pe  same  wise  673 

])at  he  hir  douhte  cauht  riht  so  he 

Or  wers .  if  men  wers  can  deuise 

Ha])e  hente  hire  son  ])at  ful  was  of  beute  676 

And  euer  in  oone  so  paciente  was  sche 

That  sche  no  chiere  made  of  heuinesse 

Bott  kissed  hir  sofi  and  after  gan  it  blesse  679 

IT  Saue  ))is  sche  praide  him  if  ]>at  he  myht  680 

Hir  litel  so&  he  wolde  in  er]>e  graue 

His  tendre  limes  delicate  to  siht 

Fro  foules  and  ho  bestes  forto  saue        [iMf  »t,tadc]        683 
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Bot  sche  none  ansewere  of  him  myht  baue 

He  went  his  waie  as  he  no  ])inge  rouht 

Bot  to  Boleigiie  he  tendurly  it  brouht  686 

IT  This  Markes  wondre])  euer  lenger  ])e  more  687 

Ypon  hird  paciens  and  if  ])at  he 

Ke  hadde  sojyely  knowe  J^are  before 

)pat  p^rfiitlj  hir  cheldern  loued  sche  690 

He  wolde  baue  wende  ])at  of  summe  subtilite 

And  of  Males  or  for  cruel  enrage 

)pat  sche  hadde  sufferd  ])is  wi])  sadde  visage  693 

IT  Bot  wele  he  knewe  next  liim  selue  certeigno  694 

Sche  loued  hir  childem  best  in  euary  wise 

Bot  nowe  of  wemmen  wolde  .1.  axe  feine 

If  ])e8  assaies  myht  nouht  suffise  697 

What  cou])e  a  stordj  husbonde  more  deuyse 

to  preue  his  wif  and  hir  stedfastnesse 

And  he  continuinge  euer  in  stordenesse  700 

IT  Bot  ]»ere  bucn  folke  of  suche  condicione  701 

J^at  whan  ])e  baue  a  certeine  purpos  take 

^ei  can  nouht  stinte  of  hire  entencion 

Bot  ribt  as  )iei  were  bounden  to  a  stake  704 

])ai  wil  nouht  of  ]>at  first  purpos  3lake 

Eiht  so  ])is  ma[r]kes  fully  ha])e  purposyd 

To  tempt  his  wif  as  he  was  firste  disposyd  707 

IT  He  waite])  if  be  worde  or  countenance  708 

That  sche  to  him  was  chaunged  of  Corage 

Bot  neu^  coujie  he  finde  variance 

3che  was  aie  oon  in  hert  and  in  visage  71 1 

And  aie  y%  for])er  sche  was  in  age 

The  more  trewe  if  ]>at  it  were  possible 

Sche  was  to  him  loue  and  more  pesible  714 
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If  For  whiclie  it  semed  fus  J)at  of  liem  tuo  715 

\)ei  nas  hot  o  wiH  for  as  Waltier  luste 

J^at  same  lost  was  hir  plesance  also 

And  god  lie  J^onked  as  fel  for  j>e  beste  718 

Sch.  schewed  wele  for  no  werldly  ynreste 

A  wif  as  of  hire  self  no  J^inge  ne  scholde 

Wille  in  effecte  bot  as  hir  husbonde  wolde  721 

IT  The  sclander  of  Walter  oft  and  wide  spradde  722 

That  of  a  cruel  hert  he  wikkedly 

For  he  a  pouer  womman  wedded  hadde 

Had  muidred  boj)  his  childern  pn'uely        [iMf  i»]         725 

Suche  murmwr  was  ymonge  hem  comunly 

Ko  wonder  is  for  to  J)e  peples  ere 

J)ere  come  no  worde  bot  )iat  ]>ei  murdred  were  728 

IT  flfor  whiche  J>er  as  his  peple  pere  before  729 

Had  loued  him  wel  fe  sclaunder  of  his  defame 

Maade  hem  pat  pei  hated  him  ]>er-fore 

To  biene  a  Mordrer  is  an  hateful  name  732 

Bot  na]>eles  for  emest  ne  for  game 

He  of  his  crewel  pnrpos  nold  stint 

To  tempte  his  wif  was  sette  al  his  entent  735 

IT  Whan  Jat  his  doubter .  xij.  jere  was  of  age  736 

He  to  ^e  Courte  of  Home  in  soubtile  wise 

Enformed  of  his  wiH  afid  sente  his  message 

Commandeiuge  hem  suche  bulles  to  douise  739 

In  fla  manere  and  in  pis  same  gise 

Howe  pat  pe  pope  for  his  peple  rest 

Bat  him  to  wedde  ano))er  wif  ^if  pai  him  lest  742 

IT  I  saie  he  badde  ]>ei  scholde  countrefete  743 

The  popes  bulles  makeiuge  mencione 

J^at  h&pe  leue  his  first  wif  to  lete 

As  by  j>e  popes  despensacione  746 
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To  stinte  Rancor  and  discenoioue 

Be-twix  his  peple  and  him  ])us  spake  ^e  build 

The  whiche  ])ei  han  publisced  att  ^e  fulle  749 

IT  The  Tode  peple  as  it  no  wonder  is  750 

Wenden  ful  wel  }at  it  hadd  be  riht  so 

Bot  whan  fia  tijiinges  came  to  Criaildis 

.1.  deme  ])at  hire  hert  was  ful  woo  753 

Bot  sche  ylike  sadde  for  euer  mco 

Disposed  was  ])is  humble  creature 

To  aduersite  of  fortune  al  to  endure  756 

IT  Abideinge  eu^  his  lust  and  his  plesaunce  757 

To  wham  sche  was  jeuen  hert  and  al 

As  to  hir  werldly  verray  suffisance 

Bot  schortly  3if  ^la  storie  tett  .1.  schal  760 

This  Marqwys  writen  ha])e  in  special 

A  lettre  in  whiche  he  schewe^  his  entent 

And  secretelj  he  to  Boleigne  it  sent  •  763 

IT  To  ]»e  erle  of  pauyke  whiche  ]»at  hadde  ]yo  764 

Wedded  his  suster  prajede  he  specialy 

To  bringe  home  i^eine  his  childeme  two 

Bot  ho  0  Jii^ge  praide  vtterly  Deaf  its,  bock]  767 

Wi]»  afi  his  hert  ful  affectuously 

pat  he  to  no  wight  ]K)uh  man  wolde  enquere 

Schol  nouht  tellen  whos  childen  ])at  ]»ei  were  770 

V  Bot  seie  fe  maiden  schold  y-wedde  be  771 

Yn-to  ]ye  Markes  of  Salucez  riht  anone 

And  as  fia  Erie  was  preide  riht  so  dide 

For  att  fe  dale  sette .  he  on  his  waie  is  gone  771 

To-wardes  Salutz  and  lordes  many  one 

In  riche  Araie  ])is  Mayden  for  to  Gyde 

Hir  ^onge  bro])er  rideynge  be  hire  side  777 
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IT  Araide  was  to-warde  liir  manage  778 

This  frische  maide  ful  of  gemmes  cleie 

Hire  bro^r  whiche  ])at  seuen  jere  was  of  age 

Araide  eke  fol  frische  in  his  manere  781 

And  ]>us  in  grete  noblesse  and  wif  gladde  chiere 

To-ward  Saluces  schapinge  hire  lomaie 

Fro  daie  to  dale  fei  rideinge  in  hire  weie  •  784 

[Explicit]  Qnarta  pars  fabnle 

[PART  v.] 

Amonge  al  jaa  after  his  wikked  vsage  785 

])is  Markes  jit  his  wif  gan  tempte  more 
To  f  e  vttrest  prene  of  hir  Corage 
Fulli  to  haue  experiment  and  lore .  788 

If  pat  sche  was  as  stedfast  as  before 
He  on  a  daie  in  open  audience 
Fnl  bustusly  ha]>  seide  hir  ^is  sentence  791 

IT  Certes  Grisilde  .1.  had  .I.-nowhe  plesance  792 

To  haue  jowe  to  my  wif  for  joure  goodnesse 

As  for  joure  trou]>e  and  joure  obeissance 

iN'ot  for  joure  lignage  ne  for  joure  rechesse  795 

Bot  nowe  quod  he  in  verreie  so]>efastnea9e 

That  in  grete  lordeschippe  jif  J.  wil  a-vise 

There  is  grete  semitute  in  sundre  wise  798 

IT  .1.  maie  not  do  as  eu^  plouhe  man  may  799 

My  peple  me  constreyneji  forto  take 

Ano])er  wif  and  crien  daie  be  daie 

And  eke  ]>e  pope  rankoure  for  to  slake  802 

Consente))  it  pai  dare  .1.  vnder-tak 

And  trewlye  f  us  muche  .1.  wil  jowe  seie 

My  newe  wif  is  cominge  be  pQ  weie  805 

IT  Be  stronge  of  herte  and  voide  anone  hir  place  806 

And  ^ilke  dowairo  poi  je  brouhten  me 

Tak  it  ajeine  .1.  graunte  it  of  my  grace  ciMiris*] 
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Betome^  to  joure  faders  houae  qtiod  he  609 

1^0  man  maye  alweie  liaue  itrc^sp[«r]ite 

Wi^  eae&  keit  .L  rede  }oae  to  endure 

The  stroke  of  fortune  or  oi  ayentiue  812 

^  And  echo  ajeine  aaeewaide  in  pacienoe  <813 

My  lorde  eeide  ache  .1.  wote  and  wist  al  weio 

How  ]»t  bo-twex  jonre  magnificence 

And  my  pooerte  no  whight  can  ne  male  616 

Maken  comporiaon  ^at  ia  no  naye 

.L  held  me  aeuer  digne  in  no  manere 

To  be  jonre  wif  ne  jit  joure  chamherere  619 

^  And  in  fHa  ]Mre  ^  me  lady  maade  629 

The  hihe  god  take  .1.  for  my  wittenesse 

And  also  wisely  he  my  soule  gladde 

•I.  neuer  helde  me  lady  ne  maistresse  623 

Bot  humble  seniant  to  joure  wor])inesse 

And  euer  schal  while  ])at  jnj  lif  maie  dure 

Abouen  eueiy  worldly  creature  62G 

if  That  je  so  longe  of  joure  benignite  627 

Haue  holde  me  in  honour  and  nobleie 

Where  as  .1.  was  nouht  wor]»e  to  be 

)»t  ^nke  .L  god  and  jowe  whome  .1.  pieie  630 

For-jelde  it  30W  ]>eie  is  no  more  to  seye 

Ynto  my  fader  gladly  wil  .L  wende 

And  wij)  him  duel  vnto  my  lyues  ende  633 

IT  Ther  .L  was  fostred  a  childe  ful  smaH  634 

Til  .L  be  dede  my  lif  ^er  wil  .1.  lede 

A  wedowe  clen  in  body  hert  and  aH 

JFor  se^]^  .L  jaue  to  jowe  my  maidenhede  637 

And  am  }oure  trewe  wif  it  is  no  drede 

God  schelde  suche  a  lordes  wif  to  take 

Ano^  man  to  husbonde  or  to  make  649 
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^  And  of  jovre  newe  wif  god  of  his  grace  *    ^4l 

So  graunt  30we  wele  and  hihe  profperite 

For  .1.  wil  gladly  ^elden  hire  my  place 

In  ^hiche  .1.  was  blisM  wonte  to  be  844 

For  se])e  it  like]»  jowe  my  lorde  quod  sche 

That  whilom  were  al  myn  Hertes  rest 

That  .L  schal  go  .L  wil  go  whan  )oue  lest  847 

• 

if  Bot  ^ere  as  je  me  profer  snche  dowaire  848 

As  .1.  fist  hrouht  it  is  wele  in  my  mynde 

It  were  my  wreched  clo]>es  no]>inge  faire  vmt  m,  baekg 

The  whiche  to  me  were  nowe  ful  hard  to  finde  85l 

O  goode  god  howe  gentil  and  howe  kinde 

3e  Semed  be  3oiire  speche  and  be  ^oure  visage 

The  daie  ^at  maked  was  oure  mariage  854 

V  Bott  so]»e  is  seide  al  gate  .1.  finde  it  trewe  855 

For  in  effecte  it  proued  is  on  me 

Loue  is  nonht  olde  as  whan  ])at  it  i^  newe 

Bot  certes  lorde  for  none  aduersite  858 

To  deicn  in  ))e  caas  it  schal  nouht  be 

\)ai  euer  in  worde  or  werke  .1.  schal  repent 

J)at  J.  30we  jafe  myne  herte  in  hole  entent  861 

IT  Lorde  30  wote  ]»at  in  my  faders  place  S^i 

3e  dide  me  stripe  out  of  my  poure  wede 

And  richely  me  cladden  of  30ure  grace 

To  3owe  brouht  .1.  not  elles  out  of  drede  805 

Bot  fei^e  and  nakednes  and  maidenhede 

'And  here  ajeine  3oure  cio]>inge  .1.  restore 

And  eke  3owre  weddinge  ringe  for  euer  more  868 

<ir^e  remenant  of  30ure  lewels  redi  be  869 

Wi])]»e  in  30ure  chambre  dar  .L  sauely  seine 
Kaked  oute  of  my  faders  house  quod  sche 

^.Ir'cam  and  naked  .y^  mote  i^eine  .  874S 
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Al  joure  plesance  wold  .1.  folow  feine 

Bot  3it  X  hope  it  be  nouht  ^oure  entent 

]>at  smokies  ouie  of  joure  paleys  .1.  went  875 

IT  3®  cou^  nouht  do  so  dishonest  a  ))inge  876 

]»at  ])ilke  wombe  in  whiche  joure  childem  leye 

Scholde  be-foT  pe  peple  in  my  walkings 

Be  seene  al  bare  whe[r]  for  .1.  30we  praye  879 

Late  me  nouht  like  a  w^rme  go  be  fe  waie 

Eemembre  ^owe  myn  owen  loide  so  deie 

.L  was  30wre  wif  ])ouhe  .1.  vnworje  were  882 

IT  Wherefore  in  guerdon  of  myn  maidenhede  883 

Whiche  ])at  .1.  brouht  and  not  awaie  .1.  here 

• 

As  Yowche]>  saue  to  jeue  to  my  mede 

Bot  suche  a  smok  as  .1.  was  wonte  to  were ,  886 

^at  .L  ^er-wi]»  maie  wrie  ])e  wombe  of  here 

^at  was  joure  wif.  and  here  take  .1.  my  leue 

Of  jowe  myne  owen  lorde  leste  .1.  jowe  greue  889 

V  The  smokke  quod  he  ))at  ]k)u  haste  ypon  pi  bakke     890 

Lat  it  stiH  and  here  it  forj^e  wip  pe 

Bot  ynne]»  ]yilke  worde  he  spake  [kansA] 

Bott  wente  his  weie  for  rewjie  arid  pite  893 

Be-fome  fe  folke  hir  seluen  strepe])  sche 

And  in  hire  smoke  wi])  foote  and  hede  al  bare 

To-ward  hir  fader  house  sche  is  fare  896^ 

IT  The  folke  hire  folowen  wepein  in  hir  weie  897 

And  fortune  aie  ^ei  cuisen  as  ])ei  gone 

Bot  sche  ho  wepeinge  kepped  her  ey3en  drie 

Ke  in  ^ib  time  worde  ne  spak  sche  none  900 

"Hite  fader  ^at  fia  tijiinge  herd  arnone 

Cursi]^  fe  daie  and  time  fsi  nature 

Schope  him  to  be  a  lyues  creature  903 
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IT  ffoT  oute  of  doate  fta  aide  poore  man  904 

])at  whan  fe  loide  bad  f ulfilde  bis  coragp 

For  ener  it  demed  sij7])e  it  first  began 

Him  wold  pinge  it  were  disparage  907 

To  wedde  one  of  so  ponere  a  lignage 

To  bis^astate  so  lowe  to  a  1  jbt 

And  Yoide  hir  as  sone  as  ener  be  mybt  910 

IT  Ajdne  bis  doubter  faastely  go])e  be  911 

"For  be  be  noyse  of  folke  knewe  bire  coneinge 

And  wi^  biie  oMe  cote  as  it  mibt  be 

He  conerde  bir  ful  sorwfuUy  vepinge  91 4 

Bot  on  bir  bodi  mybt  be  it  noubt  brii^ 

For  rude  was  ^q  do^  and  more  of  age 

Be  fele  daies  yen  was  biie  Maiiage  917 

IT  Tbns  wi^  bire  fader  for  a  ceiteine  space  91S 

DweUe^  ^is  flonre  of  wifly  pacience 

Tbat  ney^[r]  be  bir  wordes  ne  be  bir  fftce 

Be-fome  )»  fcdke  ne  eke  in  bir  absence  •  921 

Ne  scbewede  scbe  yat  bir  was  done  offence' 

Ne  of  bire  bibe  astate  in  remembrance 

Ne  badde  scbe  as  be  bir  countenance  924 

IT  No  wondere  is  for  in  bire  grete  astate  925 

Hire  goete  was  euer  in  pleine  bumilite 

No  tendre  mou]>e  none  berte  delicate 

Ne  pompe  ne  semblant  of  roialte  928 

Bot  ful  of  pacience  ajid  benignite 

Discrete  and  prideles  ay  bonurable 

And  to  bir  busbond  euere  meke  and  stable  931 

f  Men  speken  of  lob  and  most  of  bis  bumblesse  932 

As  cleikes  wban  bem  liste  can  endite 
Namely  of  men  bot  as  in  sotbefastnesse  Dotf  m.  imHi] 

Tbow  clerkes  preisen  wemmen  bo[t]  a  lite  935 
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Thet  can  no  man  in  humblesse  him  acquite 

As  wemmen  can  ne  can  be  halfe  so  trewe 

As  wemmen  buen  bot  it  be  fal  of  newe  938 

[PART  VL] 

f  Fro  Boleyne  is  ^is  erle  of  pauybe  comme  939 

Of  whiche  J)e  fame  vp  spronge  to  more  and  lesse 

And  to  j>e  peple  eres  al  and  somme 

Was  Cou]>e  eke  j>at  a  new  Marquysesse  942 

He  wi^  him  brouht  in  sucbe  pompe  and  reccbesse 

J>at  neuer  was  ^er  seen  wi^  mannes  eye 

So  noble  araie  in  al  west  lombardeye  945 

IT  Ther  Markes  wbicbe  ]»at  knewe  and  scbope  al  j>is     946 

Or  ]»at  ^la  Erie  was  comme  sent  his  message 

For  J)ilke  cely  poure  Cnsild 

And  sche  wij»  humble  herte  and  glad  visage  949 

Nouhte  wi)}))e  no  swollen  hert  in  hirg  Corage 

Cam  att  hire  heste  a$id  on  hir  knes  hir  sette 

And  reuerently  and  wisly  sche  him  grette  952 

IT  Crisilda  qtwd  he  my  wil  is  vtterlye  953 

This  maiden  fdi  schal  be  wedded  to  me 

Keceyyed  be  morwe  as  Eoiallye 

As  possible  is  in  my  house  to  be  956 

And  eke  fa,t  euery  wyght  in  his  degre 

Haue  his  astate  in  sittinge  and  seruice 

And  hihe  plesance  as  .1.  can  best  deuise  959 

IT  .1.  haue  no  womman  sufBsant  certeine  960 

The  chambres  for  to  arraie  in  ordinance 

After  my  lust  f  and  fere-fore  wolde  .1.  feine 

)pine  were  al  suche  maner  gouernance  9G3 

]?ou  knowest  eke  of  olde  al  my  plesance 

)puuhe  ]}ine  araie  be  bad  and  yuel  be-seye 

Do  povL  pi  deuere  att  pe  leste  waie  906 
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IT  Not  only  loide  y&i  .1.  am  gladde  quod  sche  967 

To  do  3onie  last  bot  .L  desire  also 

3owe  for  to  seme  and  plese  in  my  degre 

Wi]K)aten  feynteinge  and  schal  euer  moo  970 

Ke  neuer  for  no  wele  ne  for  woo 

Ne  schal  pe  goste  wij>-inue  myne  hert  stinte 

To  lone  30W  best  wip  al  my  trewe  entente  973 

IT  And  wi]>  J^at  worde  sche  gan  fe  house  to  diht  974 

And  tables  for  to  sette  aud  beddes  make 

And  peyned  hire  to  done  al  f&t  sche  myht  [i«if  itq 

Preieinge  pe  chambreres  for  goddes  sake  977 

To  hasten  hem  and  fast  swepe  and  shake 

And  sche  pe  most  seroisiable  of  afi 

Ha]>e  euery  chambre  arraide  ajid  his  haH  980 

IT  Aboute  vndem  gan  p\a  erle  alyht  981 

And  Yryp  him  brooht  his  noble  childem  tweye 

For-wi]>  pe  peple  ran  to  see  pai  siht 

Of  hir  arraye  so  Bichely  beseye  984 

and  ]>an  at  arst  amonges  hem  )>ei  sey 

]>at  Walter  was  no  fble  ])oiLhe  ^at  him  leste 

To  channge  his  wif  for  it  was  for  J^  beste  987 

IT  For  sche  is  fairere  as  )iei  demen  alle  988 

pan  is  Crisilde  and  more  tendir  of  age 

And  feiror  fruyte  betwene  hem  schold  faH 

And  more  plesance  for  hir  hihe  lignage  991 

Hir  bro])er  eke  so  faire  was  of  visage 

That  hem  to  BGpe  peple  ha]>  kauht  plesance 

Commendynge  nowe  pQ  Markes  gouemance  994 

» 
IT  O  stormy  peple  vnsad  and  euer  vntrewe  995 

Ay  indiscrete  a7id  chaungeinge  as  a  fane 

Deliteinge  aye  in  Romble  pat  is  newe 

Fare  like  pe  mono  ay  wexen  ^e  and  wane  998 

LAN8D0WNE  318  (e-T.  434) 


8IX-TEXT   435 

QROUF  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Lansdowne  MB* 

A  J  fill  of  Clappinge  dere  jnowhe  a  lane 

3oiiie  dome  as  fals  30010  inconstance  wele  prene^ 

A  for  giete  fole  js  he  fat  on  ^owe  leue])  1001 

IT  Thus  seiden  sadde  folke  in  fat  Cite  1002 

Whan  yat  ^e  peple  gased  vp  and  donne 

For  ^i  weie  glad  riht  for  pe  nouelte 

To  haue  a  newe  ladj  of  here  tonne  1005 

Ko  more  of  piB  now  make  .L  mencione 

Bot  to  Crisilde  anone  .1.  wil  me  dresse 

And  tel  hir  Constance  and  hir  besinesse  lOOS 

V  Fill  besy  was  crisilde  in  en^ry  ])inge  1009 

i)at  to  ^e  feste  was  apertenent 

Eiht  noiiht  was  sche  abassched  of  bird  clo^inge 

fouhe  it  were  rode  and  eke  somdele  to-rente  1012 

Bot  wi])  glad  chiere  to  ])e  jate  is  wente 

Wjf  ofere  folke  to  grete  pe  marquysesse 

And  after  ]»at  do^  for^e  hire  besinesse  1015 

IT  Wi]»  so  gladde  chiere  his  gestes  sche  resceyue])        1016 

And  conyngly  eueryche  in  his  degre 

pat  defaute  no  man  apperceyne]> 

Bot  aie  ]>ei  wondren  what  sche  myht  be     cieafiM^bk]    1019 

That  in  so  pouer  araye  was  for  to  se 

And  cou]»e  suche  honoure  and  renerence 

And  wor|^y  pe  preised  hire  prudence  1022 

%  Inelpia  men  while  sche  ne  stinte  1023 

This  maiden  and  eke  hir  broker  to  commende 

Wip  al  hir  hert  wi])  ful  benynge  entente 

So  wele  pat  no  man  coupe  hir  pnise  amende  102S 

Bot  att  pe  laste  whan  pea  lordes  wende 

t 

To  sitten  doune  att  mete  he  gan  to  caH 

Crisilde  as  sche  was  busy  in  his  haH  1029 
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V  Crisild  quod  he  as  it  were  in  his  pleie  1030 

Howe  like]»  fQ  my  wif  and  hire  beaute 

Bihi  wele  quod  sche  my  loide  for  in  goode  feie 

A  feiier  sawhe  J.  neuer  none  ]»an  sche  1033 

•L  j»ei  to  god  jif .  30116  prosp^rite 

And  so  hope  .L  jratt  he  wil  to  3oue  sende 

Plesance  ynowhe  ynto  3oiire  lines  ende  103(1 

IT  .0.  ^inge  heseche  .L  jowe  and  wame  also  1037 

p&t  3e  prikke  wi]>  no  tumementynge 

piB  tender  maiden  fLS  )q  haue  done  mo 

For  sche  is  fosterd  in  hir  norischeinge  1040 

More  tendrely  and  to  my  sapposinge 

Sche  cou]»e  nouht  aduersite  endure 

As  cou]»e  a  pore  fostred  creature  1043 

IT  And  whan  pia  Waltier  sauhe  hire  padence  1044 

Hir  glad  chiere  and  no  malece  att  al 

And  he  so  oft  had  done  hire  offence 

And  sche  aye  sadder  and  constante  as  a  Wal  1047* 

Continuinge  euer  hire  Innocens  ouer  al 

This  stordy  Markes  gan  his  hert  dresse 

To  rewen  on  hire  wifly  stedfastnesse  1050 

IT  This  is  ynouhe  Ciisilde  myne  quod  he  1051 

Be  nowe  no  more  agaste  ne  yuel  a-paide 

•I.  haue  fi  feipQ  and  \i  benignite 

As  wele  as  euer  wo;mnan  was  assaide  1054 

In  grete  astate  and  pouerly  araide 

Kow  knowe  .1.  dere  wife  ])i  stedfastnesse 

And  hire  in  aimes  toke  and  gan  hir  kesse  1057 

%  And  sche  for  wonder  toke  of  it  no  kepe  1058 

Sche  ]>ouht  nouht  what  ]>inge  he  to  hir  seide 
Sche  ferde  as  sche  had  stert  oute  of  hir  slepe*  ^^J/JSJ^JtI 
Til  sche  oute  of  hir  masedenesse  abraide  .   Omt  i£73      1061 
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Crisida  quod  he  be  god  peA  for  vs  deide 

Thou  ert  my  vnf  ne  none  o]>eT  .L  haue 

iNe  neuer  had  so  god  my  Boole  sane  1064 

IT  This  is  fi  doohter  whiche  ^n  hast  supposed  106lr 

To  be  my  wif  ^t  to^er  fsafe  ftdly 

Schal  be  myne  heire  as  .L  haue  aye  pnix>osed 

Thon  bare  hem  in  ]>i  bodi  trewly  •  1068 

Att  Boleyne  haue  .1.  kepped  hem  pnuely 

Take])  hem  ajeine  for  nowe  maist  pou  noujt  sey 

J>at  ]k)u  hast  lome  none  of  pi  children  tweie  1071 

IT  And  folke  ^t  o])ere  wise  haue  seide  of  me  1072 

X  wame  hem  wele  ^at  .1.  haue  done  ])i8  dede 

For  no  malece  ne  for  no  cmelte 

Bot  for  to  assaie  in  ]»e  pi  wommianhede  1075 

And  nouht  for  to  sle  my  childem  god  for-bede 

Bot  for  to  kepe  hem  pnuely  and  stiH 

Til  .1.  J)i  purpos  knewe  and  al  pi  wiH  1078 

f  Whan  sche  ^is  herds  a  swoune  doune  sohe  falle]>    1079 

For  pitous  loye  and  after  hire  swoneinge 

Sche  bo^  hir  jonge  childeme  to  hire  csJlep 

And  in  hir  armes  pytously  wepeinge  1082 

Embrase])  hem  and  tendurly  kissinge 

Fid  lyk  a  mode  vrippe  hir  salts  teres 

Sche  hsLpe&  bo]>  liiie  vesage  and  hire  eres  1085 

IT  0  whiche  a  pitous  syht  it  was  to  see  1086 

Hir  swoneynge  and  hire  humble  voice  to  here 

Graunt  mercye  lord  god  .L  ^onked  jowe  quod  sche 

^at  ^e  haue  sauede  me  my  childem  dere  1089 

Nowe  reche  .1.  neuere  to  be  dede  xiht  here 

Se^^e  J.  stonde  in  joure  loue  and  in  joore  grace 

Ko  force  of  depe  ne  whan  my  sprite  passe  1092 
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f  0  tender  o  dere  o  jonge  childern  myne  1093 

Joure  woful  modere  yr&nAe  sted£astly 

]l)at  cruel  houndes  or  siua  foule  yeimyne 

Had  eten  jowe  hot  god  of  his  meicye  1096 

^-nd/^OToe  benigne  fadei  tendurly 

Ha]>e  done  ^owe  kepe  in  fe  same  stounde 

Al  sodanly  scLe  STrapped  a-downe  to  grounde  1099 

And  in  hir  swoune  so  sadly  haldeji  sche  1 100 

Here  childern  tuo  whan  sche  gan  hem  enbrace 

That  wi]>  grete  slyht  and  grete  difficulte  Qo^  in.  t»cki 

The  childeme  firom  hir  harme  ]>ei  gun  race  1103 

0  many  a  tere  on  mony  a  pitoos  fsuce 

i>oune  ranne  on  hem  ]>at  stoden  hir  be  side 

Ynne]>  aboute  hir  myhten  ]»ei  a-bide  1106* 

IT  Walter  hire  glade])  and  hire  sorwe  slake])  1107 

Sche  rise]>  vp  a-basched  from  hir  traunce 

And  eaeiy  wyht  hire  ioye])  and  fest  make^ 

Til  sche  ha])e  cauht  ajeine  her  countenance  1110 

Waltier  hir  dope  fei]»efuUy  plesance 

j>eX  it  is  deynte])  for  to  see  ^e  chiere 

Be-twexe  hem  tuo  nowe  ])ei  bue  mette  in  fere  1113 

IT  This  ladyse  whan  ^t  fei  her  time  seie  1114 

Han  taken  hire  and  in  to  chambre  gone 

And  strippen  hir  oute  of  hir  rode  aiaie 

And  in  a  clo]>e  of  golde  p&t  briht  schone  HIT 

Wip  a  corenal  and  mony  a  riche  stone 

Ypon  hir  hede  pei  in-to  hal  hir  brouhte 

And  ^an  scbe  was  honoured  as  sche  ouhte  1 120 

IT  Thus  hape  pis  pytous  daie  a  blisful  ende  1121 

For  eu^ry  man  and  womman  do^e  her  myht 

This  daie  in  mer]>e  and  reuel  to  despende 

Til  on  J)e  weUdne  schone  ^e  sterres  briht  1124 
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Tot  more  solempne  in  euary  mannes  siht  ^ 

This  feste  was  and  gretter  of  costage 

Than  was  fe  reuel  of  hir  Manage  1127^ 

IT  Fill  mony  a  jere  in  hihe  prosperite  1 128 

Leuen  ^is  tao  in  Concorde  and  rest 

And  richelj  his  douhter  marled  he 

Yn-to  a  lorde  one  of  pe  worJ)iest  1131 

Of  aH  ytaile  ]>an«  and  pees  and  rest 

His  wives  fader  in  his  courte  he  kepe^ 

Til  ^t  his  soule  oute  of  his  body  crepe^  1 134 

f  His  Sonne  saocede]^  in  his  heritage  1136 

In  rests  and  pes  after  his  fader  daie 
And  fortunate  eke  was  in  mariage 

Al  pnte  he  nouht  his  wif  in  grete  assaie  1 138 

^is  werlde  is  not  so  strongs  it  is  no  naye 
Az  it  ha]^  hue  in  olde  time  jore 

And  erkene]>  what  ]>is  anctor  seip  pere-foie  1141 

* 

0 

IT  This  storie  is  seide  not  for  p&t  wynes  scholde  1142 

Folowen  Crisilde  as  in  humilite 

For  it  were  importable  ])ouhe  fei  wolde  [leaf  iss] 

Bot  for  Jratt  enery  whight  in  his  degre  1145 

Scholde  be  constant  in  aduersite 

As  was  Crisilda  ]>er-f or  Petrake  wryte^ 

This  story  whiche  he  wi])  hihe  stile  endite]>  1148 

IT  For  aef}e  a  womman  was  so  paciente  1 1 49 

Ynto  a  mortel  man  wele  more  yb  ouht 

Seceyuen  al  in  gre  ^at  god  vb  sente 

Forgrete  skylles  he  proue^  ]>at  he  wrouht  1152 

Bot  he  tempte])  no  man  )»at  he  bonht 

As  sei^  seinte  lame  if  je  his  pistel  rede 

He^rouo])  folke  aldaie  it  is  no  drede  116S 
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if  And  snfiie^  vs  as  for  onre  exerciae  1156 

Wi^  fichaipe  scooiges  of  adueisite 

FqI  often  to  be  beten  in  sondiy  wise 

Koi^t  for  to  knowe  onre  wil  for  certes  lie  1 159 

Or  we  ware  borne  knewe  al  onre  frelete 

And  for  onre  best  is  al  bis  gonemance 

Lete  Ys  ^an  lene  in  vertnoos  snffinnce  1163 

IT  Bot  lordinges  o  worde  berkene])  ar  .L  go  1163 

It  ware  fol  barde  to  finde  nowe  a  dayes 

In  al  a  tonne  Ciisildes  one  or  tao 

For  if  fat  ^  were  pnt  to  sncbe  assaies  1166 

The  golde  of  hem  ba^  nowe  so  bad  laies 

Wip  bras  fat  ^nbe  ]^  coyne  be  £ure  at  eye 

It  wolde  raj^r  bnste  y  tno  ]nn  plye  11G9 

IT  For  wbiche :  for  ^  wynes  lone  of  ba^  1170 

Wbas  lyf  and  al  here  bel^e  god  maynteigne 

In  birs  maystre  and  elles  ware  it  ska^ 

•L  wolde  wi^  Insty  berte  Mscbe  and  grene  1173 

Bey.^owe  a  songe  to  glad  3owe  .1;  wene 

And  latte  ns  stint  of  enestfdl  matiere 

Herkene^  my  songe  fat  aeife  in  ]>is  inanere  1176 


Lenroye  de  Chanoer 

Criselde  is  dede  and  bir  pacience 
And  bo]>e  at  ones  beried  in  ytaik 
JWber-fore  .L  crie  in  open  andience  1179 

Ko  wedded  man  be  bardie  to  assaile 
His  wives  pacience  in  bope  to  finde 
JCfi^ez  for  certes  be  scbal  fails  1182 
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0  noble  wyues  ful  of  iie  prudence 

Lat  none  humylite  jonre  tonge  naile 

Ke  late  no  clerke  haue  cause  or  diligence    Oafii8,bii]    1185 

To  write  of  }owe  a  storie  of  sucbe  merveile 

Ab  Crisilde  pacient  and  kinde 

Lest  chicheuache  ^owe  swelowe  in  hire  entreile  1188 

"Foloivep  here  to  and  holde])  no  silence 

Bot  euer  answer  att  ^e  countretaile 

Be]>  nouht  bedaffed  for  joure  innocence  1191 

Bot  scbaipely  take  on  ^owe  ]>e  gouemaile 

£npnnte]>  wele  ^is  lesson  in  joure  mynde 

For  commune  profite  se^J^e  it  maie  availe  1 194 

pe  Arcbewyues  stande])  att  ])e  fense 

Sep  }e  be  stronge  as  is  a  grete  Camaile 

Ke  su£&e]>  noujt  ))at  men  do  jowe  offence  1197 

And  sclender  wives  and  f ebel  as  in  a  bataile 

"Bep  egre  as  is  a  tigre  jonde  in .  Inde 

Ay  clappe)»  as  a  melle  .1.  ^owe  counseile  1200 

Ke  drede  bem  noubt .  ne  do  bem  no  reuerence 

For  ]>oube  pi  busbonde  armed  be  in  maile 

))e  arwes  of  pi  crabbed  eloquence  1203 

Scbal  pers  bis  breste  and  eke  bis  aduentaile 

In  gelowsye  .1.  rede  eke  povL  bim  binde 

And  ]»ou  make  bim  coucbe  as  do])e  a  qwaile  1206 

If  ]k)w  bue  fiiire  pere  folke  bue  in  presence 

Bcbew  ]>ou  ^i  yisage  and  )»ine  aparaile 

If  ^  be  foule  be  fire  of  ^  dispence  1209 

To  gete  ^e  frendes  do  aye  ^i  trauayle 

Be  ay  of  cbier  as  libt  as  lef  on  lynde 

And  late  bim  care  and  wepe  and  wringe  and  wayle .   1212 

Sxplieit  eommendacio 
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Ineipit  &bula .        [« it^ae, »«»] 

THilome  fet  was  dwellinge  in  Inmbardie 
I  A  wor)ii  knyht  fat  borne  was  in  Paue 
I    In  vUclie  he  kaed  in  gteto  proepente 

ll     And  .xL  )ere  a  wifles  man  was  lie  1248 

I     And  folowde  &je  his  bodely  delite 

I      On  wemmen  was  his  hole  appetite 
As  done  yea  fbles  )iat  bu  seculere 

And  whan  ^at  he  was  passed  .Ix.  jere  1252 

Were  it  for  holynea  or  for  dotage 
,1.  can  nouht  seie  but  suche  a  grete  corage 
Had  ]>ia  knjht  to  be  a  wedded  man 

ijat  dale  and  nyht  he  do]i  al  fiat  he  can   {y-in^tnudtuua/ui] 
To  aspie  where  he  myht  wedded  be* 

Freinge  ouie  lorde  to  grant  birn  ]iat  he  ty^i^l 

mjh.t  ones  knowe  ^at  blisful  life 

fat  is  betwex  an  husbond  and  hia  wif  1260 

And  foT  to  lene  vnder  ^t  holy  honde 
Wi^  wiche  god  first  man  and  woinman  bende 
ITone  o^T  life  seida  he  is  wor^  a  bene 
For  wedlok  ia  ao  eaj  and  so  clene  12l3i 

That  in  f  is  worlde  it  is  a  paradise 
Tbos  seide  Jiis  olda  knyht  fat  was  so  wUe 
An  certeinly  as  sojie  aa  godde  is  kenge 
To  take  a  wif  it  is  a  glorionse  finge  1268 

And  namely  whan  a  man  is  olde  and  bore 
fan  is  a  wif  Ihiyt  of  his  tresore 
fan  scholde  he  take  a  jonge  wif  and  a  Iair« 
On  whiohe  he  myht  engender  him  an  hein  1272 
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And  leden  his  lif  in  loy  and  solace 

Where  as  pe  bachellier  singen  alace 

Whan  ]>at  ^ei  finden  any  aduersite 

In  Ibue  whiche  ]>at  is  hot  childes  yanite  1276 

And  trewli  it  sitte  wele  to  be  so 

])at  bachilliers  haue  ofte  peine  and  woo 

On  brutel  grounde  ^ei  boiled  brutilnesse 

]>ei  finde  frelte  whan  ))ei  wene  Sikemesse  1280 

]>ei  leue  bot  as  a  burde  or  as  a  beste 

In  liberte  and  vnder  none  areste 

^ere  as  a  wedded  man  in  his  astate 

Leue]> .  his  lyf  blisfnl  and  ordinate  1 284 

Vnder  ^e  jokke  of  manage  .ybounde 

Wele  may  his  herte  In  loy  and  blisse  abounde 

For  who  can  be  so  buxnm  as  a  wife 

Who  is  so  trewe  and  eke  so  tentife  1288 

To  kepe  him  seeke  and  hole  as  is  his  make 

For  wele  or  woo  sche  nytt  nouht  him  for-sake 

Sche  is  nouht  werye  him  to  lone  and  serue 

^eih  ^at  he  lye  beddred  til  he  sterue  1292 

And  jit  somme  clerkes  seine  it  is  nouht  so 

Of  whiche  Theofrast  is  one  of  Jh) 

What  fors  ^ouhe  Theofrast  list  lye 

'Ke  take  no  wif  quod  he  for  husbandrie  1296 

As  for  to  spare  in  householde  ^i  despence 

A  trew  s^ruant  do]>e  more  diligence  ciMifU9,bMkj 

Thine  goode  to  kepe  ]>an  ^ine  owen  wif 

For  sche  wil  claime  half  parte  in  al  hire  lif  1300 

And  jif  ^at  pon  be  seke  so  god  me  saue 

lliyne  verrey  frendes  or  a  trew  knaue 

Wil  kepe  pe  bett  ])an  sche  pst  waite])  aie 

After  ^i  goode  and  haue])  do  mony  daie  1 304 

[And  if  thou  take  a  wife  that  to  the  is  vn-trewe . 

fFuH  ofte  tyme  it  schaH  the  rewe .]         ^,- ^i^^^'i,^  *• 

To  ^is  entente  and  an  .0.  si])es  wers 

Write^  ])is  man  yeve  god  his  soule  cors  1 308 
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Bot  take  no  kepe  of  al  eucli.yanite 

Defye  Theofrast  and  herkene^  me 

%  A  ynf  is  goddes  ^ift  verraily 

Al  opet  maner  jiftes  hardelj  1312 

As  landes  rentes  pasture  or  comnne 

0]fer  ey^er  jiftes  ^at  bien  mebles  of  fortune 

^at  passen  as  a  schadowe  on  a  wal 

Bot  drede  noulit  if  pleinly  speke  I.  schal  1316 

A  wif  wil  last  and  in  ^ine  house  endure 

Wei  langer  ^an  ]>e  list  endure 

Mariage  is  a  ful  grete  sacrament 

He  wbiche  ha]>  no  "wif  J.  holde  him  schent  1320 

He  leaeip  helples  and  is  al  desolate 

.1.  speke  of  folke  in  seculere  astate 

And  herken  whi  .L  seie  nouht  pia  for  nouht 

]m  womman  is  for  mannes  helpe  I-wrouht  1324 

^e  hihe  god  whan  he  had  Adam  maked 

And  sauhe  him  a-lone  b[e]ly  nakeded 

God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seide  he  ])an 

Latt  YS  nowe  make  an  helpe  to  ]>is  man  1328 

J.-like  to  him  selfe  and  ])at  he  maade  £ue 

Here  maie  je  see  and  here  be  preue 

pat  wif  is  mannes  help  and  comforte 

His  paradise  terestre  and  his  disporte  1332 

So  buxum  and  so  vertuus  is  sche 

])ei  moste  nedes  leue  in  vnite 

0  flesche  and  o  blode  as  .L  gesse 

Ke  h&pe  bot  on  herte  in  wele  and  in  destresse  1 336 

A  wif  a  seinte  mare  benedicite 

Howe  myhte  a  man  haue  any  adu^rsite 

^at  ha^  a  wif  certes  .1.  can  nouht  seye 

The  blisse  ^at  is  be-tuex  hem  tueye  1340 

Pere  maie  no  tunge  tel  or  hert  ^inke . 

If  he  be  pou^e  Sche  helpe])  him  to  swynke  [iMriao] 

Sche  kepe^  his  gode  and  waste])  neuer  a  dele 

And  al  ^at  hire  husbond  lust  hire  lyke])  wele  1344 
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Sche  seip  nouht  ones  naie  whan  he  8ei])e  je 

Do])  ])is  sai])e  he  Alredy  sire  sei]>  sche 

0  blisful  order .  o  wedlok  precious 

^ou  ert  so  mery  and  eke  so  yeituous  1348 

And  so  commended  and  appr(>ued  eke 

^at  eu^ry  mon  pai  holde])  him  wor])e  a  leke 

Vpon  his  bare  knees  ouht  al  his  lif 

Thonken  his  god  J)at  him  ha]?  sente  a  y/if  1352 

0])ire  praie  god  him  for  to  sende 

A  wif  to  last  vnto  his  lyues  cnde 

Eor  ])an  his  lif  is  sett  in  sekumesse 

He  may  nouhte  be  deceiued  as  .1.  gesse  1356 

So  ])at  he  worche  after  his  wyues  rede 

J^an  maie  he  boldely  here  vp  his  hede 

pei  buen  so  trewe  and  so  wise 

For  wiche  if  Jou  wilt  worchen  as  Je  wise  1 360 

Do  al  waie  so  as  ]>e  womman  wil  pe  reede 

Lo  howe  ])at  lacob  as  ]>es  clerkes  rede 

Be  goode  Counsel  of  his  moder  Eebek 

Bande  ])e  kidde  scynne  aboute  his  nek  1364 

For  whiche  his  faders  benison  he  wan 

Lo  Judith  as  pe  storie  eke  tel  can 

Be  wise  Counsel  sche  goddes  peple  kept^  [}t  rubbed  mu] 

And  slowhe  him  Olofemus  while  he  slept  1368 

Lo  howe  Abigaile  be  gode  counsel  howe  ]>at  sche 

Saued  hir  husbond  nabal  whan  ])at  he 

Schold  haue  be  sleyne  a7id  Loke  after  al  so 

Be  goode  counsel  deliuerd  out  of  wo  1372 

The  peple  of  god  and  made  hem  mardothe 

Of  Assure  enchaunced  for  to  be 

There  nes  no]>inge  in*  gre  superlatiff  p  ?  in ««  a  rater  hand] 

As  sei])  Senec  aboue  an  humble  wif  1376 

SufiEur])  ^i  wiues  tonge  as  Caton  bitte 

Sche  schal  commande  and  ]>ou  schalt  suffur  it 

And  jute  sche  will  obeie  of  Curtesye 

A  wif  is  keper  of  ])in  husbondrie  1 380 
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Wele  maie  ))e  seke  man  be-waile  aiid  wepe 

pere  as  fere  nes  no  wif  ))e  house  to  kepe 

.1.  warne  fe  if  wisely  Jh)u  wilt  worche 

Lone  wele  J)i  wif  as  crist  loue])  his  chirche  [leaf  im,  back] 

If  ])ou  loaes  ]>i  self  ^ou  loues  ]>i  wif  1385 

No  man  hate])  his  flesche  hot  in  his  lif 

He  fostre^  it  and  fer-for  bid  .1.  pe 

Chirische  ])i  wif  or  ^ovl  scalt  neuer  ^e  1388 

Husband  and  wif  whatt  so  men  lape  or  pleie 

Of  werldly  folke  holde  fe  liht  weie 

Thei  buen  so  knytte  ]>er  maie  non  harme  be-tide 

And  namely  vpon  the  wif  side  1392 

For  whiche  ^is  lanuare  of  whiche  .1.  tolde 

Considered  in  wi]>  his  daies  olde 

The  lusty  fe  vertuous  quiete 

That  is  in  manage  any  swete  1396 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  daie  sent 

To  teHen  hem  ))effect  of  his  e[n]tent 

Wi]>  face  sadde  he  haf  hem  ]>is  tale  tolde 

He  seide  frendes  X  am  hore  and  olde  1 400 

And  almoste  god  wote  att  my  puttes  brinke 

Ypon  my  soule  sum  what  most  .1.  ^inke 

.1.  haue  my  body  folely  dispended 

.I.-blissed  be  god  ^at  it  schal  be  amended  1404 

For  .L  wil  be  certeine  a  wedded  man 

And  ^at  in  al  ])e  hast  pai  .1.  can 

Ynto  sum  maide  faire  and  tendre  of  age 

.L  pnde  jowe  schape  for  mi  Mariage  1408 

Als  sudanly  for  .L  wil  nauht  abide 

And  .1.  wil  fonde  aspie  on  my  side 

To  whome  .1.  maie  be  wedded  hastely 

Bot  for  also  muche  as  je  buen  mo  ))an  .1.   '  1412 

je  schoU  ra]7eme  suche  a  ]>inge  aspyen 

^an  .1.  and  where  me  lust  best  to  allyen 

Bot  o  ])inge  wame  .L  ^owe  my  &endes  dere 

.1.  wil  none  olde  wif  haue  in  no  manere  1416 
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Sclie  schal  nouht  passe  .xvj.  3ere  certeigne 

Olde  flesshe  and  jonge  flesshe  pat  wolde  .1.  haue  ful  feine 

Bet  is  quod  he  a  pike  ))an  a  pikerele 

And  better  J)an  olde  bufe  is  tendre  vele  1420 

.1.  wil  no  wommah  .xx.  jere  of  age 

It  nes  bot  benestrawe .  and  grete  forage 

And  eke  ])is  olde  wedowes  god  it  woto 

])ei  kon  so  mucbe  craft  on  wades  bote  1424 

So  mechil  broken  harme  whan  pat  hem  lest 

\)at  wipe  hem  schold  .1.  neuere  leue  in  rest  QMf  isi] 

For  sondre  scoles  make])  soubstile  clerkes 

Wewimen  of  mony  a  scole  halue  a  clerke  is  1 428 

Bot  certeynly  a  ^onge  ]>inge  maie  me  guye 

Kiht  as  men  maie  warme  wex  wi])  hondes  to  plie 

Where-for  J.  seie  jowe  pleynly  in  clause 

.1.  wil  none  olde  wif  for  pia  eause  1432 

For  if  so  weer  if  .1.  hadde  so  meschaunce 

That  J.  in  hire  cou])e  haue  [no]  plesance 

Than  scholde  .1.  lede  my  lyf  in  adultrie 

And  so  strike  to  pe  deuel  whan  .1.  deie  1436 

Ke  chil  scholde  .1.  none  ypon  hir  geten 

^it  were  me  leuer  houndes  had  me  eten 

pat  pat  my  heritage  schold  fal 

In  steiunge  hande  and  pns  .1.  tel  ^owe  al  1440 

.1.  doute  nouht  J.  wote  pe  cause  whye 

Men  schold  wedde  and  iovper  more  wote  .1. 

Ther  speke])  mony  men  of  Mariage 

That  wote  no  more  of  it  ])an  wote  my  page  1444 

For  whiche  cause  men  schold  tak  a  wif 

If  he  maie  nouht  chast  be  be  his  lif 

Tak  him  a  wif  wi])  grete  deuocion 

Be  cause  of  leuefol  procreacion  1448 

Of  Childer  to  pe  honot^r  of  god  aboue 

And  not  onely  for  paramour  and  for  loue 

And  for  ^i  scholde  lychery  eschewe 

And  jelde  her  dettes  whiles  ^at  it  is  newe  1 452 
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Or  for  ])at  like  man  schold  help  o]>er 

In  Meschef  as  a  suster  schal  do  a  broj^er 

And  leue  in  Chastite  ful  beuenly 

£ot  sires  be  joure  leue  ])at  am  nouht  .1.  1456 

For  god  be  ]>onke-it  .1.  dar  make  a-vaimt 

.1.  fele  my  lymes  stark  and  sufficeant 

To  done  al  J^at  a  man  be-longe]>  to  do 

•I.  wote  my  seluen  best  what  .1.  may  do  1460 

Thouhe  .1.  be  hore  as  do])e  a  treie 

^at  blossome])  ar  ])at  ])e  fruyte  y-waxe  hue 

A  blossome  tre  is  nei])er  drie  ne  dede 

.1.  feel  me  nowhwhere  hore  bot  on  myn  hede  1464 

Myne  herte  and  my  lymes  buen  as  grene 

As  laorer  ^at  ^orwh .  ])e  jere  is  seene 

And  8e])en  je  haue  herd  al  myne  entent 

.1.  prai  30W  to  mi  wil  ]>at  30  assent       o»f  isi,  back]        1468 

Diners  men  diners  him  tolde 

Off  Manages  mony  ensa[m]ples  olde 

Somme  blamed  it  som  praised  it  certeigne 

Bot  att  ]>e  last  schortly  for  to  seine  1472 

As  al  dai  fellep  altercacione 

£e-twex  frendes  in  dispatacione 

There  fel  a  strif  be-twix  his  bre^em  tuo 

Of  whiche  ])at  tone  was  cleped  Placebo  1 476 

Placebo  seide  O.  lanuer  broj^er 

To  30U  tel  .1.  ^is  tale  and  to  none  opeie 

EoH  litel  nede  had  je  my  lorde  so  dere 

Counsel  to  ax  of  any  ])at  is  here  1480 

Bot  ^at  je  be  oone  so  fid  of  sapience 

fat  30we  ne  like])  for  ^oure  hihe  prudence 

To  wayue  fro  fe  worde  of  Salomone 

This  worde  seide  he  vnto  vs  euf?rychone  1484 

Wirke  al  ])inge  be  counseile  ))us  seide  he 

And  ^an  schal  ^ou  nouht  repent  pe 

Bot  ^ouhe  pat  Salomon  spek  suche  a  worde 

Mine  owen  dere  broker  awrf  my  lorde  1488 
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So  wislj  god  mj  soule  bringe  att  rest 

•L  holde  joure  owen  consel  is  ]>e  best 

for  bro])er  myne  of  me  take  ])is  motif 

•L  haue  nowe  bue  a  court  man  al  my  lif  1492 

And  god  wote  ]>ouhe  .1.  vnworf  i  be 

.1.  baue  stande  in  ful  grete  degre 

Abouten  lordes  in  ful  grete  astate 

3it  hadde  .L  neu^r  vnp  none  of  hem  at  bate  1496 

•I.  neuer  hem  contraried  trewly 

•I.  wote  wele  ])at  mi  lorde  can  more  )»an  .1. 

What  fat  he  sei^e  .L  holde  it  ferme  and  stable 

.L  seide  ]>e  same  or  elles  ]>inge  semblable  1500 

A  fful  grete  fole  is  any  counseUoure 

fat  s^niith  any  lorde  of  hihe  honoure 

J>at  dar  presume  or  ones  ])inken  it 

^t  is  counsel  schol  pas  his  lordes  witte  1504 

iNay  lordes  ben  no  foles  be  my  faie 

^e  haue  ^oure  selfe  spoken  here  to-daie 

So  hihe  sentence  so  holy  and  so  wele 

fai  .L  consent  and  conferme  eu^ry  dele  1508 

3oure  wordez  al  and  joure  opynyoMn 

!Be  god  fer  nys  no  man  in  al  ])is  toune 

"Ne  in  Itaile  cou])e  bette  haue  saide  d«^i3S] 

Crist  halde))  him  of  ])is  ful  wele  apaied  1512 

And  trewly .  it  is  an  hihe  corage 

Of  any  man  fat  stoupin  in  his  age 

To  tak  a  3onge  wif  be  my  fader  kinne 

3oure  herte  honge]>  vpon  a  loly  pinne  •  1516 

Do]>  nowe  in  fia  matier  riht  as  3owe  leste 

For  finaly  J.  halde  it  for  ^e  best 

IT  lustinus  fai  ay  stiH  satt  and  herde 

He  riht  on  fiB  wise  to  placebo  he  ansewarde  1520 

Nowe  bro])er  myne  be  pacient  .1.  praie 

Se])ins  je  haue  seide  and  herkene])  whatt  .1.  saie 

Senec  amonge  of  ere  wordes  wise 

8ei]>e  ]»at  a  man  ouht  him  riht  wele  aviso  1524 
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To  whome  lie  jeae  his  londe  o])er  his  catel 

And  se]>ins  .1.  aiiht  avise  me  nht  wel 

To  whom  .1.  jeue  my  good  aweye  fro  me 

Wele  more  .1.  auht  auyse  [me  parde]  1528  - 

To  whome  .1.  jeue  my  body  for  alweie 

.1.  wame  jowe  wele  it  is  no  childes  pleie 

To  take  a  vif  wi]>K}uten  avisement 

Men  xnost  enquere  ^ib  is  my  assent  1532 

Whefer  sche  be  wise  and  sobre  of  ere  dronkenlewe 

Opere  proude  ojcre  vj^erweie  a  schrewe 

A  chidistere  o])6re  a  wastot^r  of  ]>yne  goode 

Ojcre  riche  opere  pouere  opere  of  maners  woode  1536  • 

Al  be  it  80  ]>at  no  man  finde  Bchal 

None  in  ])i8  werlde  ])at  trotte])  hole  in  al 

Ne  man  ne  beste  suche  as  men  deuise 

Bot  na])eles  it  auht  ynou3e  suffise  1510 

WiJ)  any  wif  if  Jat  so  were  sche  hadde 

Mo  goode  )»ewes  pan  hir  vices  badde 

And  al  ])is  aske^  leiser  to  enquere 

For  god  it  woote  .1.  haue  weppet  mony  a  tere  1544 

Ful  pnuely  sej)  fat  J.  had  a  wif 

Preisef  who  so  wol  a  wedded  mannes  lif 

Certein  .1.  finde  it  bot  cost  and  care 

And  obseruaunces  of  al  blisses  bare  1548 

And  jite  god.  wote  my  neihbours  aboute 

And  namely  of  wemmen  mony  a  route 

Saine  ])at  .1.  haue  pe  most  stedfast  wif 

And  eke  fe  mekest  oon  ])at  beri])  lif  1552 

Bot  .1.  wote  beste  where  wringe))  me  my  schoo    Oaf  isi^iMck] 

3e  maie  for  me  riht  as  joue  like])  doo 

Avise])  3owe  je  bue  a  man  of  Age 

Howe  ])at  je  entren  in  to  Manage  1556 

And  namely  wij>  a  jonge  wif  and  a  faire 

Be  him  pai  maad. water  erj^e  and  ayre 

The  3onge8t  man  fat  it  in  al  f is  route 

I9  besy  ynowhe  to  briDge  it  aboute  .  15.60  • 
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To  haue  his  alone  traste]>  to  me 

Je  schol  nou^t  only  plesen  hire  jeree  ]>ie 

pjB  is  to  sai  done  hire  plesance 

A  wif  axe^  ful  mony  an  ob8e[r]uance  1564 

.1.  piaie  jowe  ]>at  30  ne  been  yuel  apaide 

Wele  quod  ]>is  laniiar  and  bast  ]>oa  al  seide 

A  straws  for  ]>i  Senec  and  for  ^i  prouerbes 

.1.  count  nonht  a  pany3er  ful  of  berbes  15G8 

Of  skole  termes  wisere  men  ))an  ]>oue 

As  ^ou  bast  berde  assenten  ribt  nowe 

To  my  purpos  Placebo  wbat  seie  ^e 

.L  seie  it  is  a  corsed  man  quod  be  1572 

))a[t]  lette])  matrimonye  sekurlye 

And  wi]>  ]>at  worde  ]>ei  resen  sodanlye 

And  buen  assented  fiFulli  ]>at  be  scbold 

Be  wedded  wban  bim  lust  and  wban  be  wolde  1576 

Tbe  fantasy  and  pe  besy  curiousenesse 

Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  ^e  soule  impresse 

Of  lanuare  aboute  bis  manage 

Many  faire  scbapen  and  mony  fairs  visage  1580 

yeiQ  passe^  |»ourbe  bis  bert  nybt  be  nybt 

As  wbo  so  take  a  merot^r  pulissbed  bribt 

And  set  it  in  a  comune  Market  place 

Tban  scbolde  be  se  mony  a  figure  pace  1584 

Be  bis  merour  and  in  ^e  same  wise 

Gan  lanuar  in  wi]>  bis  ]>oubt  deuise 

Of  Maidenes  wbicbe  ]>at  dwelt  be  side 

He  wiste  noubt  wbere  be  mybt  abide  1588 

For  |K)ube  ]>at  one  ba|^  bcuty  in  bir  face 

Ano]>er  stant  so  in  |)e  peples  grace 

For  bir  sadnes  and  bire  benignite 

]»it  of  ]>e  peple  grettest  yoice  bad  scbe  1 592 

And  sum  were  ricbe  and  bad  bad  name 

Bot  na]>eles  betuyx  emest  and  game 

He  att  |)e  laste  apoynted  bim  on  one  [iMf  i3s] 

An  lete  al  o]>ere  fro  bis  bert  gone  1596 
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And  ches  hire  of  Ms  owen  autorite 

For  loue  is  blinde  al  dale  and  maie  nouht  se 

And  whan  |»at  he  was  iu  ]>e  bedde  hronhte 

He  purtieide  in  his  heit  and  in  his  ]>oiihte  \600 

Her  fressche  beute  and  hire  age  tendre 

Her  myddel  smaH  and  hir  aimes  longe  and  sklender 

Hire  wise  gouemance  and  hir  grete  gentilnesse 

Here  wommanlye  bereinge  and  hire  gentil  sadnease     1604 

And  whan  ]>at  he  was  fro  hire  condescendid 

Him  ]yonht  his  ]>ouht  miht  nou3t  hue  amendid 

For  whan  ^at  he  him  selfe  concludid  hadde 

Him  ]youht  euery  o]>er  mannes  witte  so  badde  1608 

]yat  impossible  it  were  to  replie 

A^eins  his  chojs  ]>is  was  his  fantasie 

His  frendes  sent  he  to  att  his  instance 

And  preide  hem  to  done  him  ]>at  plesance  1612 

^at  hastely  ]>ei  wolden  done  to  him  come 

He  wolde  a-brigge  her  laboure  al  and  somme 

It  nede])  no  more  for  him  to  gone  or  ride 

He  was  apoynted  ]>ere  he  wolde  abide  1616 

Placebo  cam  and  eke  his  frendes  sone 

And  alder  first  he  badde  hem  al  a  bone 

^at  none  of  hem  none  aigumentez  make 

A^eines  ]>e  pnrpos  whiche  |»at  he  ha]>  take  1620 

Whiche  purpos  was  plesant  to  god  seide  he 

And  verrei  grounde  of  his  prosperite 

He  seide  ])er  was  a  maiden  in  ^e  toune 

Whiche  ])at  of  beute  hadde  grete  renoune  1624 

Al  were  it  so  sche  were  of  smal  degre 

Suffice])  him  hire  ^ou^e  and  hire  beaute 

Whiche  maide  he  seide  schold  be  his  wyf 

To  lede  in  ese  and  in  holynesse  his  lif  1628 

And  ]yonked  god  ]yat  he  myht  haue  hire  al 

That  no  whight  wi]>  his  blisse  parten  schal 

And  preide  hem  to  laboure  in  ]>is  nede 

And  schapid  ])at  he  failed  nouht  to  spede  1G32 
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For  fan  he  seide  his  spirte  was  att  ese 

feji  is  quod  he  no))iDge  may  me  displese 

Saue  o  twinge  prtke))  in  my  conscience 

The  whiche  .1.  wil  reherce  in  ^oure  presence  1636 

J.  haue  herd  saie  ful  jare  agoo  Daafiss^back] 

There  maie  no  man  haue  parfite  blisses  tuoo 

This  is  to  seie  in  er])e  and  eke  in  heuen 

For  fouhe  he  kepped  him  £ro  ]>e  sinnes  seuen  1640 

And  eke  for  eixery  brannche  of  ^ilke  ^ree 

3ite  is  pere  so  parfite  prospmte 

And  so  grete  ese  and  luste  in  mariage 

))at  euer  .y.  am  agast  none  in  myn  age  1644 

pai  .L  schal  lede  nowe  so  mery  a  lyf  here 

[So  delycat  /  wyth-outen  woo  and  stryf  ^^"ivlV^; 

That  y  shal  haue  myn  heuene  /  in  erthe  heer]  StS^J^kaiJ? 

For  seb  bat  verrei  heuen  is  bouht  so  dere  orHari.i;m.  i«af 

'    '  70,  bk:  or  Stoane 

Wif  tribulacione  and  wif  grete  penance  j^'i8%i*i*^ 

How  scholde  .1.  leue  in  suche  plesance  •*»  *'***^ 

As  al  wedded  men  do]>e  wi]>  her  wives 

Com  to  ]>e  bhsse  fere  caste  eteme  on  lyue  is  1652 

This  is  my  drede  and  je  my  bre])eme  tweie 

Assoile]>e  me  ^is  question  .1.  jowe  preie 

lustinus  whiche  ]>at  hated  his  foly 

Anseweringe  anone  riht  in  his  laperye  1656 

And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abrugge 

He  wolde  none  auctorite  alegge 

Bot  seide  sire  so  fere  bue  none  obstacle 

Ofere  fan  fiB  god  of  hihe  meracle  16 GO 

And  of  his  mercy  maie  so  for  joue  worche 

fai  ar  je  haue  ^oure  ^iftes  of  holi  churche 

3e  maie  repent  of  wedded  mannes  lif 

In  whiche  je  seine  fere  nys  nei]?er  woo  ne  strif  1664 

And  elles  god  for-bede  bot  if  he  sent 

A  wedded  man  grace  him  to  repent 

Wei  often  xafei  ]yan  a  sengel  man 

And  ])ere-for  sir  fe  best  rede  .1.  kan  1668 
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Dispeiiel?  jowe  noujt  haue])  in  memorie 

Perauentaie  sche  male  be  ^oure  purgaiie 

Sche  male  bue  goddes  mene  and  goddes  whippe 

fBn  schaL  ^oure  sotde  vp  to  heuen  skippe  1672 

Swifter  fan  dof  an  arwe  oute  of  a  bowe 

.L  hope  to  gode  here  afterwarde  schalt  ]k)u  knowe 

fat  fere  ne  is  so  grete  felicite 

In  manage  ne  neuer  more  schal  be  1676 

fat  ^e  schal  lache  of  ^ouie  saluacion 

So  fat  30  Tse  as  scyl  is  and  reson 

f  e  lustes  of  ^oiire  wif  attemp^raly 

And  fat  30  plese  hire  nouht  to  amorously  1680 

And  fat  30  kepe  30ue  eke  fro  of^e  sinne  Utaivu} 

Mi  tale  is  done  for  my  witt  is  f  inne 

Bef  e  nouht  agast  here-of  my  brof  er 

Bo[t]  lat  Ys  wade  fro  fis  matire  to  anofer  1684 

j>e  wif  of  baf  e  if  30  haue  vnderstonde 

On  manage  whiche  3e  haue  on  honde 

Declared  haf e  fill  wel  in  litel  space 

Faief  nowe  wele  god  haue  3owe  in  his  grace  1688 

And  wif fe  fis  word  fis  lustine  and  his  brofer 

Haue  [take]  here  leue  and  elke  of  hem  of  ofer 

For  whan  fei  sawhe  it  most  nedes  bue 

Thei  wrouht  so  be  wise  sleiht  and  trete  1692 

fat  sche  fis  maide  wiche  fat  Mayus  hiht 

As  hastifiy  as  euer  fat  sche  myht 

Schal  wedded  bue  vn-to  lanuarie 

.1.  trowe  it  were  to  longe  30ue  to  tarie  1696 

If  .1.  3owe  tolde  of  euery  scrite  or  bande 

Be  whiche  fat  sche  was  ffefifed  in  his  lande 

Of  ere  for  to  herken  of  her  riche  araie 

Bot  finaly  commen  is  fis  daie  1700 

fat  to  fe  chirche  bofe  hue  fei  went 

For  to  receyuen  f  e  holy  sacrament 

Forf  comef  f  e  preste  wif  f  e  stole  aboute  his  nek 

And  badd  hir  be  like  Sarra  and  Rebek*  1 704 
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In  wisdome  and  treuthe  of  manage 

And  Beide  his  orisons  as  his  vsage 

And  crowched  hem  arid  badde  god  scholde  hem  blesse 

And  maad  al  sekur  .I.-nouhe  wi]>  holynesse  1708 

Thus  buen  ^ei  wedded  wi]>  solempnite 

And  att  ^e  feste  sitte^  he  and  sche 

WiJ)  oyer  worfi  folke  vpon  fe  dese 

Al  fnl  of  loye  and  blisse  is  ])e  palese  1712 

An  ful  of  instrumentes  and  of  vitaile 

])e  most  deinteuoos  of  al  ytaile 

Be-fome  hem  of  Instrumentes  whiche  soune 

That  Orpheus .  ne  of  Phebes  Ampheoune  1716 

Ne  maad  neuer  suche  a  Melodye 

And  att  euerj  cours  cam  londe  Menstralcie 

That  neuer  loab  tromped  for  to  here 

Nei]>er  Theodomas  jit  halfe  so  clere  1720 

And  Thebes  whan  ]>e  Cite  was  in  doubte 

Bachus  ]>e  wyne  hem  schenke])  al  a-boute . 

And  venus  lauhe])  on  eu6^7  wyht  aMf]S4,twek] 

For  lanuar  was  becom  hir  knyht  1724 

And  wolde  bo]>e  assaien  his  corage 

In  liberte  and  eke  in  Manage 

And  wi]>  hir  fire-bronde  ^i]>  hir  honde  aboute 

Daunce])  to-fore  ]>e  bride  al  aboute  1728. 

An  certeinly  .L  dar  wele  seie  riht  pia 

Emyneus  |)at  god  of  weddinge  is 

Sawe  neuer  in  his  lif  so  mery  a  wedded  man 

Halde  ])ou  fi  pes  ^ou  poet  Marcean  1732 

))at  writest  ys  ^at  ilke  weddinge  mury 

Of  hire  Fhilologie .  and  of  Mercury 

And  of  |)e  songe  ]>at  pe  Muses  songe 

So  smale  as  eke  ]>i  penne  and  eke  ]>i  tonge  1 736 

For  to  discriuen  of  fia  Mariage 

Whan  tender  joujie  ha]>e  wedded  stoupeinge  age 

Ther  is  suche  mur]>e  ^at  it  maie.nouht  be  writ 

Assaie])  it  joure  self  pan  maie  je  wit  1740 
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If  ]>at  .1.  lakke  or  none  in  ]yis  matiere 

Majus  ]>at  siht  wi]>  so  benigne  a  chiere 

Hire  to  be-holde  it  semed  faiie 

Qween  estier  loked  nener  wif  snche  an  eye  1744 

On  assure  so  meke  a  loke  ha^e  sche 

.1.  maie  joue  noujt  deuise  al  here  aboute 

£ot  fns  muche  of  hir  bente  teH  .1.  maie 

That  sche  was  like  fe  briht  morwe  of  maie  1748 

FulfiUede  of  beaute  and  plesance 

This  lannar  ia  rauisshed  in  a  traunce 

And  att  euery  time  he  loked  on  hire  face 

Bot  in  his  herte  he  gan  hire  to  manace  1752- 

])at  he  ]>at  nyht  in  armes  wolde  hire  streine 

Harder  psai  euer  paris  dide  Elyne 

Bot  na]?eles  jit  had  he  grete  pite 

^at  fUke  nyht  offenden  hir  must  he  1756 

And  ]>ouht  Alas  o  tender  creature 

I^ow  wold  god  je  myht  wele  endure 

Al  my  corage  it  is  so  scharpe  and  kene 

.1.  am  a-gaste  je  schoUen  it  nouht  sustene  1 760 

Bot  god  for-bede  ))at  .1.  ded  al  my  myht 

Kowe  wolde  god  fat  it  were  waxen  nyht 

And  fat  f e  nyht  wolde  lasten  euer  mo 

.1.  wolde  fat  al  fis  peple  war  a-go  1764 

And  fynaly  he  dof  al  his  laboure  [leaf  iss] 

As  he  best  myht  saueinge  his  honoure 

To  haste  hem  fro  f  e  mete  in  subtile  wise 

The  time  cam  fat  reson  was  to  rise  1 768 

And  after  fat  men  daunce  and  drinke  fast 

And  spices  al  aboute  f  e  house  f  ei  cast 

An  ful  of  ioy  and  blisse  is  euery  man 

AH  bot  a  swyere  fat  hiht  Damyan  1772 

Whiche  karue  to-for  f  e  knyht  many  daie 

He  was  so  rauisshed  on  his  lady  maie 

J)at  for  f  e  yerraie  peine  he  wex  nere  wode 

Almoste  he  suelte  and  swouned  fere  he  stode  1776 
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As  ^at  ache  bare  daunceinge  in  hire  honde 

So  fressche  ache  was  and  fer-to  so  likeande^      SSjITiS*  i«5r 

And  to  his  bed  he  went  him  hastely .  ^"*  *"**■* 

Ko  more  of  him  att  ]>i8  time  speke  .1.  1780 

Bote  .L  lete  him  wepe  ynowe  and  pleine 

Til  finsche  maie  wil  rewe  on  his  peine 

0  perelons  fire  ^at  in  ^e  bedde  stiawe  bredc]> 

0  famyleie  foo  ]>at  is  seruise  bedc^  1784 

O  seroant  traitur  fals  holy  hiew 

.y-lyke  to  ])e  nadder  slei^e  and  in  bosom  vntrewe 

God  schelde  ys  al  fro  ^oure  iniquitance 

O  lanueie  dronken  in  plesance  1788 

0  manage  see  how  ]yine  Damyan 

))ine  owen  swyer  and  fme  borne  man 

EntendeJ)  to  do  >e  velanye 

God  grant  ]>e  ]>ine  harme  to  aspie  1792 

For  in  fia  werlde  ne  is  wers  pestilence 

p&a  humble  fo  aldaie  in  ]>i  presence 

Performed  ha]>  fiB  devine  daie  his  ark  diurne 

Ko  longer  maie  ^e  bodie  of  him  soiome  1796 

The  orijote  as  in  ]>at  latitude 

Niht  wi]>  hiB  mantil  ])at  is  derke  and  rude 

Gan  for  to  sprede  )»e  mysprei  aboute 

For  whiche  departed  is  pe  lusti  route  1800 

For  lanuer  wif  }»onke  on  euery  side 

Home  to  her  houses  lustely  ]>ei  ride 

fer  as  ]>ei  done  her  fmges  as  hem  lest 

And  whan  ]>ei  sawe  her  time  go  to  rest  1804 

Sone  after  ]>at  ^\a  hastif  lanuare 

Wil  go  to  bedde .  he  wil  no  longer  care . 

He  drinke|) .  ypocras  clarre  and  vemage  n«iif  i3s>bMk] 

Of  spices  ote  to  encresen  his  corage  1808 

And  many  a  letuarie  had  he  fal  fyne 

Suche  as  fe  Cursed  Monke  Dam  Constantine 

"Hskpe  wreten  in  his  boke  of  coitue 

To  eten  hem  al  he  was  no])inge  eschewe  1812 
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And  ]>as  to  his  pnue  frendes  saide  lie 

For  goddes  loue  as  sone  as  it  may  be 

Late  voyden  al  ^is  bouse  in  curteis  wise  sone  1815 

Men  dionke  and  ]>e  trauers  drone  anone  1817 

fe  bride  was  brouht  to  bedd  as  stil  as  stone  1818 

So  hasted  lanuarie  it  most  be  done  [spurious] 

[And  when  the  bedde  was  with  the  preste  blessed]  ffi^  "*^ 

Owte  of  Je  chambre  haj  euery  wyght  him  dressfvi       1820 

And  lanuare  ha])e  fast  in  armes  take 

His  frisshe  maie  his  paradis  his  maake 

He  hiUip  hire  he  kisse]>  hir  ful  oft 

Wi^  ]>ilke  bnsteles  of  his  berde  vnsoft  1824 

ylike  to  ]>e  skinne  of  hundefische  scharpe  as  brere 

For  he  was  schaue  al  newe  in  his  manure 

He  rubbe|>  hir  vpon  hire  tender  face 

And  seid  ]>as  alas  .1.  must  trespace  1828 

To  jowe  my  spowse  attd  jowe  gretely  offende 

Or  time  come  fsi  .1.  wil  downe  descende 

Bot  na]>eles  considere]>  ]>is  quod  he 

]>er  nys  no  werkman  whatt  so  eu^re  he  be  1832 

])at  maie  bo)>e  werche  wele  and  hastelye 

This  wil  bo  done  att  leyser  parfitelye 

It  is  no  force  howe  lon[ge]  fat  we  pleye 

.1.  troue  in  wedlok  complete  be  we  tueye  1836 

And  yblissed  be  |)at  30k  ])at  we  hue  inne 

For  in  oure  actes  we  mowe  do  no  sinne 

A  man  maie  do  no  sinne  wi]>  his  wif 

Ne  hurt  him  self  wif  his  owen  knyf  1840 

Nowe  we  haue  leue  to  pley  vs  be  f  e  lawe 

Thus  laboure])  he  til  fat  f e  daie  gun  dawe 

And  fan  he  takef  a  soppe  in  fine  clarre 

And  yp  riht  in  his  bedde  fan  sittef  he  1844 

And  after  fat  he  songe  ful  loude  and  clere 

An  kessed  his  wif  and  maade  wantoun  chere 

He  was  al  coltisshe  and  ful  of  ragerie 

And  ful  of  Girgun  as  is  a  flecked  pye  1848 
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The  slake  skynne  aboute  hia  necke  sshake]) 

WMIe  fat  he  songs  so  chaunte]?  he  ajid  crake]) 

Bot  god  woote  watt  male  30iife  in  hire  hert  pear lae] 

Whan  sche  him  sawhe  vpsitinge  in  his  schert  1852 

In  hys  nyht  cappe  and  wif  his  nek  lene 

Sche  preise])  nouht  his  pleyinge  wor])e  a  bene 

Than  saide  he  pua  Mi  ristinge  wil  .1.  take 

Kowe  daie  is  co7?ime  .1.  maie  no  lenger  wake  1856 

And  doune  he  laide  his  hed  and  slept  to  pWme 

And  afterward  whan  }»at  he  sawhe  his  time 

Vprise}^  lanuer  bot  pe  frisshe  maie 

Holde])  hir  chambre  vnto  fe  ferje  daie  I860 

As  vsages  is  for  wives  for  pQ  best 

For  eu^ry  loboure  som  time  mote  haue  rest 

Oyete  elles  longe  maie  he  nouht  endure 

This  is  to  seie  no  Hues  creature  1864 

Be  it  of  fisshe  or  birde  or  beste  or  man 

H  Nowe  wil  .1.  speke  of  woful  Danyaii 

]»at  longuri^  for  loue  as  30  schol  here 

The  for  .1.  speke  to  him  in  pi&  manere  1868 

J.  seye  0  cely  Damyan  alas 

Ansewer  to  ]>i8  demaunde  as  in  ]>is  cas 

How  schal  tow  to  ]>i  lady  fresshe  maie 

Tel  fi  woo  sche  wil  al  weie  seie  naie  1872 

Eke  if  fou  speke  sche  wil  fi  wo  be-wreye 

God  bu  ]>in  helpe  J.  can  no  better  seie 

This  soke  Damyan  in  venus  fire 

So  beme}»  Jat  he  deyef  for  desire  1876 

For  whiche  he  put  his  lif  in  aduenture 

Ne  lenger  myht  he  in  f\a  wise  endure 

Bot  py^uely  a  pennere  gan  he  borwe 

And  in  a  W^re  wrote  he  al  his  sorwe  1 880 

In  manere  of  a  compleint  of  ere  a  laie 

Vnto  f  is  faire  and  fresshe  lady  maie 

And  in  a  purse  of  silke  honge  on  liis  schert 

He  ha}»  it  put  and  leide  it  att  his  hert  1884 
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The  mone  ]>at  att  none  was  ^at  ilke  daie 

)^t  lanuar  ha]ye  wedded  ])at  fressche  male 

In  tuo  of  taure  was  in  pe  Cankre  gliden 

So  longe  ha]>e  sche  in  hir  chambre  byden  1888 

As  custume  is  vnto  ^is  noblis  aU 

A  bride  schal  noohte  eten  in  ]>e  haB. 

Til  daies  foure  oj^ere  ];re  att  leste 

•I.-passed  buen  ^n  late  hir  go  to  feste  1892 

The  fourte  daie  complete  fro  none  to  none  [iMfiae^bftck] 

Whan  ^t  ^  hihe  messe  was  done 

In  hatt  sitte])  fis  lanuer  and  maie 

As  fresshe  as  is  ]>e  briht  somers  daie  1896 

And  so  be-fel  howe  ]>at  )>i8  goode  man 

Bemembre])  him  ypon  fia  Damian 

And  seide  seinte  marie  howe  maie  ))is  be 

])at  Damyan  entende]>  nouht  to  me  1900 

£s  he  aie  seke  or  howe  maie  pis  be-tide 

His  swyers  whiche  ^at  stoden  him  be-side 

excnseinge  him  be  cause  of  his  sekenesse 

Whiehe  ]>at  letid  him  to  done  his  besinesse  1904 

Kone  of  ere  cause  myht  make  him  care 

That  me  for-pisikeip  quod  J^is  lanuare 

He  is  a  gentil  swyer  be  my  trou]>e 

If  fdX  he  deie  it  were  harme  and  rou]>e  1908 

He  is  as  wise  discrete  and  secre 

As  any  man  .1.  wote  of  his  degre 

And  ^er-to  manly  and  eke  s^uisable 

And  for  to  be  a  ]>rifty  man  riht  able  1912 

Bot  after  mete  as  sone  as  eu^r  y  maie 

.1.  wil  my  self  viset  him  aTid  eke  maie 

To  done  him  al  ]»e  comfort  ]>at  .1.  can 

And  for  ^at  worde  bHssed  him  euery  man  1916 

pat  of  his  bounte  emd  his  gentilnesse 

He  wolde  so  comforten  him  in  his  sekenesse 

His  swyere  for  it  was  a  gentil  dede 

Dame  quod  he  |)is  lanuare  take))  good  hede  1920 
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Att  pe  after  mete  je  wi]y  ^oure  wemmen  aH 

Whan  ^e  haue  baen  in  chambre  oute  of  pw  haH 

pai  al  ^e  gone  to  se  ]>i8  Damyon 

Do])e  him  disporte  he  is  a  gentile  mon  1924 

And  telle]?  him  ^at  .1.  wil  him  yeeyte 

Haue  .1.  no^inge  bot  rest  me  a  lyte 

[And  spede  you  feste  for  y  wol  abide       gJSjJ^'ielfi  ^ w  *!^ 

Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  be  my  syde]  fS^^niltkY^ilt'oVi 

Kowe  wif  ^t  worde  he  gan  to  him  caH  ^^rl^m!le^n.\ 

A  ffwyer  ])at  was  marchal  of  his  hatt 

And  tolde  him  certeine  }»inges  whatt  he  wolde 

This  frische  maie  ha]?  streiht  her  weie  yholde  1932 

WiJ)  al  hire  wewmen  vnto  fis  Damyan 

Doune  be  his  bed  side  satt  sche  pan 

Comforteing  him  as  goodly  as  sche  maie 

This  Damyan  whan  ]>at  he  his  tim  saie  1936 

In  secrete  wise  his  purse  and  eke  his  biUe  Dbaf  mq 

In  whiche  pai  he  had  wreten  al  his  vdlle 

Ha^  pute  in  to  hir  honde  wi]>-outen  more 

Saue  pai  he  syked  wonder  sore  1940 

And  so]>e  to  hir  riht  pna  seide  he 

Mercye  and  p&t  je  discouere])  nouht  me 

For  .1.  am  dede  if  )>at  pia  ]?inge  be  kidde 

This  purs  hsip  sche  inne  withe  hire  bosome  hidde       1944 

And  went  hir  waie  30  gette  no  more  of  me 

Yn-to  lanuer  Commen  is  sche 

An  on  his  bedde  side  sitte  ful  soft 

He  iekep  hir  and  kisse])  hire  ful  oft  1948 

And  leide  him  doune  to  slepe  and  ])at  anone 

Sche  feyne  hir  ]>at  sche  most  gone 

per  as  ^e  wote  pai  euery  whight  must  nede 

And  whan  sche  of  J^is  biH  ha^  taken  hede  1952 

Sche  rent  it  al  to  cloutes  atte  ^e  last 

And  in  pe  pnue  softly  sche  it  cast 

Who  stodie])  nowe  bot  faire  fresche  maie 

And  a-doune  be  lanuare  sche  laie  1956 
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That  slepet  til  ]>at  fe  couhe  him  ha^  awaked 

Anone  he  pieide  hire  to  stripeu  hire  al  naked 

He  wolde  of  hire  he  seide  haue  sum  plesance 

He  Beide  hire  clo]>e8  did  him  encumbrance  1960 

And  sche  obeie^  be  he  leef  or  lo])e 

£ot  lest  l^at  precious  folke  be  wi^  me  wro)>e 

How  poi  he  wrouht  .1.  dar  to  30 we  noulit  teH 

0|>ere  whe^r  ]>at  he  |)ouht  on  paradis  or  of  heH         1964 

Bot  .1.  lete  hem  werche  in  here  wise 

Te  euesonge  ringe  and  ^at  pei  mot  arise 

Were  it  be  destany  or  aueuture 

Were  it  be  influence  or  be  nature  1968^ 

0)>er  in  constillacione  ^at  in  suche  astate 

rhe  heuen  stoode  p&t  time  fortunate 

Was  for  to  putte  a  bil  of  venus-werkes 

For  al  ^inge  ha]>e  time  as  sei^e  ]>e  clerkes  1972^ 

To  any  womman  for  to  gete  hire  loue 

.1.  kan  not  sei  bot  ])e  grete  god  aboue 

psA  knowe])  )>at  none  acte  is  causeles 

He  dej)  of  al  for  .1.  wil  holde  my  pes  1976 

Bot  Qofe  is  ]>is  howe  pai  pia  maie 

Ha^  take  suche  impression  pat  daie 

On  pite  on  ]>is  seke  Damyan  D«afis7,i»ck] 

That  fro  hir  herte  sche  ne  driue  can  1980 

The  remembrance  for  to  done  him  ese 

Certeine  ]>ouht  sche  whome  ))at  )>is  )>ii)ge  displese 

.1.  rek  nou^t  for  here  .1.  him  assure 

To  loue  him  beste  of  any  creature  1984 

Thouhe  he  no  more  hadde  ]7an  his  scherte 

Lo  pite  lenne])  sone  in  gentile  herte 

Here  maye  ^e  see  howe  excellent  fraunches 

In  wemmen  is  whan  ])ei  narw.e  hem  avise  1988 

Sum  terant  pere  is  as  )»ere  be  mony  one 

That  ha|)  an  herte  as  hard  as  any  stone 

Whiche  wolde  haue  late  him  sterue  in  pe  place 

Wei  ra^aie  ]yan  haue  graunted  him  ))at  grace  1 992 
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And  hem  reiojsen  in  ])eire  crouel  pride 

And  recclie|>  nou3t  to  bae  an  homycide 

This  gentil  maie  ful  filled  of  al  pite 

Eiht  so  of  hire  honde  a  letter  maade  sche  1996 

In  whiche  sche  graunte]>  him  of  hire  verraie  grace 

Thar  lake]>  nouht  onelj  hot  daie  and  place 

Where  ]>at  sche  miht  to  his  lust  suffice 

For  it  schal  hue  riht  as  he  wil  deuise  2000 

And  whan  sche  see  hire  tim  vpon  a  daie 

To  visite  p]a  Damyan  go|»e  ))is  faire  maie 

And  sotelly  ]>is  letter  doune  sche  ))rest 

Vnder  his  pilowe  rede  if  him  lest  2004 

Sche  take])  him  be  ]>e  honde  and  harde  him  tueste 

So  secretely  p&t  no  whight  it  weste 

And  bad  him  be  al  hole  and  for])e  sche  wento 

To  lanuare  whan  ]>at  ho  for  hire  sente  2008 

Vp  lisefe  Damyan  Je  next  morwe 

Al  passed  was  his  sekenes  and  his  sorwe 

He  kembej)  him  aTid  proyne])  and  pike]> 

He  do]>  al  J^at  his  lady  luste  and  like])  2012 

And  eke  to  lanuare  he  go])e  as  lowe 

As  euere  dide  a  doge  for  fe  bowe 

He  is  so  plesante  to  euery  man 

Fro  craft  it  is  who  ^at  it  can  2016 

])at  euery  whight  is  feine  to  teche  him  goode 

And  fully  in  his  ladie  grace  he  stode 

Thus  lete  .1.  Damyan  aboute  his  nede 

And  my  tale  for])e  .1.  wil  precede  2020 

Somme  clerkes  halden  ))at  felicite  [learissi 

Stant  in  delite  and  ^arefor  he 

This  Noble  lanuare  wi]?  al  his  myht 

In  honest  wise  as  longe]>  to  a  knyht  2024 

Schope  bim  to  leue  ful  deliciously 

His  houseynge  his  arraie  al  honestly 

To  his  degre  was  maked  as  kenges 

Amonge  opere  of  his  honest  ))inges  20x8 
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He  had  a  grardjne  al  walled  wi^  stone 

So  faiie  a  gardjne  wote  .1.  ney  where  none 

For  oute  of  doute  .1.  veiraily  suppoee 

y&t  he  ])at  wrote  fe  romans  of  fe  rose  2032 

Ke  covLpe  of  it  ^e  bewte  wele  deuise 

Ke  Priapos  ne  miht  no3t  sufi&se 

|?ouhe  he  be  god  of  Gardyns  for  to  telle 

The  beate  of  ^e  gardyn  and  of  ^e  welle  2036 

That  vnder  a  laurer  alwaie  grene 

Ful  oft  time  kinge  Pluto  and  his  qneene 

Pieserpina .  and  all  hire  fairee 

Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodee  2040 

Abouten  fsA  wel  and  daunced  as  men  tolde 

This  noble  knyht  yia  lauuare  pe  olde 

Suche  deinte  ha^  in  hit  to  walken  and  to  ploie 

That  he  wil  suffor  no  wyht  to  be  ^e  kaie  2044 

Saue  he  him  self  for  of  ^o  smale  wiket 

He  bare 'alwaie  of  sUuer  a  kleket 

Wi^  ]>e  whiche  whan  pat  him  vnschette 

And  whan  he  walde  paie  his  wif  hue  dette  2048 

In  somer  seson  ]>eder  wolde  he  goo 

And  maie  his  wiS  and  no  whiht  hot  pQi  tuoo 

An  ]yinges  whiche  ]>at  were  nouht  done  abedde 

])ei  in  ))e  Gardeine  performed  haue  ajid  spedde  2052 

And  in  pia  wise  mony  a  mery  daie 

Leued  J^is  lanuare  and  fressche  maie 

Bott  werldly  loy  mai  nouht  alweie  endure 

To  lanuara  ne  to  no  werldly  creture  2U56 

O  sodeine  happe  o  pon  fortune  ynstable 

.I.-lyke  to  f e .  fe  scorpion  vnstable 

^at  flaterst  wi^  pm  hede  whan  fou  wilt  stinge 

Thi  taile .  is  de])  ))oruhe  ])ine  enucnymynge  2060 

0  brutal  ioye  O  swete  poyson  queynte 

0  mynester  J^at  solely  can  peinte 

Thin  ^eftes  vnder  fe  hewe  of  stedfastnesse  [iMf  is8,bMk] 

^t  fovL  deceyuedest  bo]>e  more  and  lesse  2064 
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Whi  hast  ]>ou  lanuer  ]>us  deceyued 

And  haddest  him  for  ]>i  ful  frende  receyued 

And  now  fon  hast  be-iaft  him  bo]>  his  eyen 

For  sorwe  of  whiche  desire^  he  to  deijen  2068 

Alas  ])is  noble  lanuare  ^t  is  so  fre 

Amydde  his  luste  and  his  prosperite 

Is  waxon  hlinde  and  al  sodanly 

His  dej  J>ere-for  desire])  he  vtterly  2072 

And  Jere-wi j^-al  fe  fire  of  lelousye 

Lest  ]>at  his  [wif]  schold  faH  in  sum  folye 

So  bemt  his  hert  ^at  wolde  feine 

Thatt  summe  man  boj^e  hir  and  him  had  sleine  2076 

For  neuer  after  his  de])  ne  in  his  lif , 

^e  wolde  he  J^at  sche  were  loue  ne  wif 

Bot  ener  leue  as  a  wedew  in  clo])es  blake 

Sotde  as  a  tortle  do)>e  J^at  ha]>  lost  hir  make  2080 

Bot  att  ]>e  last  after  a  Mone)>  or  tuey 

His  sorwhe  gan  to  swage  8o]?e  to  sey 

For  whan  he  wiste  it  mai  none  o])er  be 

He  paciently  tok  his  adii«7*site  2084 

Saf  oute  of  doute  maie  he  nojt  for-gone 

pai  he  nas  leloos  euer  more  in  one 

Whiche  lelouse  it  was  so  outrageous 

^at  neifere  in  hal  ne  in  none  ofei-e  hous  2088 

Ne  in  none  of  ere  place  neuer  ye  mo 

He  nold  suffre  hir  ney]>er  ride  nor  go 

Bot  if  ^at  he  hande  on  hire  alweie 

For  whiche  ful  of  wepe^  frische  maye  2092 

|)at  louej^  Damyan  so  benyngly 

f&t  sche  mote  eiper  deie  sodanly 

Or  elles  sche  most  han  him  att  hire  lust 

Sche  waite^  whan  hire  hert  wald  hirst  2096 

Yppon  ]7at  o^er  side  Damyan 

BecoTnmen  is  pe  sorwfulhest  man 

]}at  euer  was  for  nei^er  niht  ne  dale 

Ke  myht  he  speke  a  worde  to  fresche  maie  2100 
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As  to  his  purpos  of  no  suche  mailer 

Bot  if  pat  Ianuar6  most  it  here 

))at  had  on  honde  ypon  hire  eu^rmoo 

And  neuer  les  be  writeinge  to  and  fro  2104 

An  pnue  signes  wist  he  what  sche  ment  DMfitt] 

And  sche  knewe  of  |>e  syne  of  his  entent 

0  lanuare  what  myht  pe  availe 

jK)uhe  pon  myht  see  as  fer  as  schippes  saile  2108 

For  also  good  is  a  blynde  deceyned  be 

As  to  be  deceiued  whan  a  man  may  se 

Lo  Argus  whiche  p&i  hadd .  an  .C.  yene 

For  att  ))at  euere  he  cou]>e  poure  o)?ir  p7^me  21 12 

5it  was  he  blent  and  god  wote  so  be  moo 

That  wenene  wisly  p&t  it  is  nouht  soo 

Passe  ouer  is  an  ese  and  seie  no  more 

This  fresche  male  of  whiche  .1.  spak  of  ^ore  2116 

In  warme  wax  haj)e  emprintid  pia  cliket 

]?at  lanuare  bare  of  pat  smale  wiket 

Be  whiche  into  his  gardine  oft  he  went 

And  Damyan  pat  knewe  hire  entent  2120 

The  cleket  counterfetid  pnuely 

There  is  no  more  to  seie  bot  hastely 

Some  wonder  be  his  cleket  scha[l]  be-tide 

Whiche  30  schollen  here  if  3e  woUen  abide  2124 

0  noble  Ouide  soj^e  seist  ]>ou  god  woote 

What  sleyht  is  it  J^oulie  it  be  longe  and  hote 

That  he  nil  finde  it  oute  in  sommo  manere 

By  Pyramus  and  thesbe  male  men  lere.  2128 

Thouhe  f  ei  were  kepped  ful  longe  streite  ou«'  al 

Thei  biene  acorded  rowneinge  ))oruhe  a  wal 

There  is  no  whight  cou]>e  han  founde  oute  suche 

Bot  nowe  to  purpos  ar  ]>at  dales  eyhte 

Were  passe  or  pe  Mone]>  of  luyl  befyH 

J>at  lanuare  ha})  cauht  so  grete  a  wlH: 

Thoruhe  engine  of  his  wife  him  for  to  pleie 

In  his  Gardine  and  no  whiht  bot  })ei  tweie  2136 
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That  in  a  mor  vn-to  his  may  seide  he 

Rise  vp  my  wife  my  loue  my  lady  fre 

The  turtlys  voice  is  herde  my  doufe  sweie 

The  winter  is  gone  wij)  al  Reynes  weto  2140 

Com  for))e  nowe  wij)  fin  eyjen  Columhyne 

Howe  feirer  buen  pi  brestes  fan  ia  wyne 

The  gardine  es  enclosed  al  aboute 

Com  foT))e  my  white  spouse  oute  of  doute  2144 

pon  hast  me  wounded  in  myn  hert  o  wif 

Ko  spotte  in  ))e  was  in  al  my  lif 

Com  forj)  and  lat  vs  take  oure  disporte  jMf  isb,  bMk] 

X  chese  J>e  for  my  wif  and  my  comforte  2148 

Suche  olde  lewde  wordes  vsed  he 

On  Damya[n]  a  signe  Maade  sche 

)»at  he  scholde  go  be-fome  wip  his  cleket 

pis  Damyan  hafe  openede  pe  weket  2152 

And  in  he  sterte  and  pst  in  suche  manere 

pai  no  wight  myht  it  se  ne  here 

And  stiti  he  sit  vnder  a  busche  anono 

This  lanuare  so  blinde  as  is  a  stone  2156 

Wi))  Mayus  in  his  honde  and  no  whight  mo 

In  to  his  frische  gardein  is  he  goo 

And  clapped  to  pe  weket  sodaulye 

H'owe  wif  quod  he  here  nys  bot  Jou  and  .1.  2160 

pai  art  the  creature  J)at  .1.  best  loue 

For  be  ]>at  lorde  ))at  sittef  vs  al  aboue 

.1.  had  leuer  dey3en  on  a  knyf 

Than  pe  offenden  my  dere  treue  wif  2164 

For  goddes  sake  pioke  howe  .1.  pe  ches 

Kouht  for  no  Coueites  douteles 

Bott  onely  for  pe  loue  .L  had  to  pe 

And  pouht  fat  .L  be  olde  and  maye.nouht  see  2168 

Be  to  me  trewe  and  .1.  wil  tel  ^owe  whie 

Certes  prei  f  inges  schal  30  winne  pere  bie 

Fiiste  loue  of  Criste  and  to  ^owre  self  honour 

And  al  myne  Heritage  tonne  and  toure  2172 
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.L  jeue  it  30we  make  charters  as  3owe  liste 

fia  schal  be  do  to  morwe  ar  sonne  ariste 

So  wisselj  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse 

And  pray  3owe  on  Conena^t  ]>at  je  me  kesse  2175 

And  jfouhe  psi  .1.  be  lelouse  wite  me  nowht 

5e  buen  so  depe  enpnnted  in  myne  ))ouht 

fat  whan  pai  .1.  considere  joure  beute 

And  ]>ere-wi]>-al  pe  vnlikly  elde  of  me  2180 

.L  maie  nouht  sertes  )?ouhe  .1.  schold  deie 

For-bere  to  be  oute  ^oure  compaigne 

For  verrei  loue  pia  is  wi)K>uten  doute 

Nowe  kisse  me  wif  and  lat  vs  rome  aboute  2184 

IT  This  frisshe  maye  whan  sche  ]>is  wordes  herde 

Benigly  to  lannare  ansewerd 

Bot  first  &  forwarde  sche  began  to  wepe 

.1.  haue  qtuxi  sche  a  soule  for  to  kepe  2188 

As  wele  as  3e  and  also  myoe  honour  Dm' im] 

And  of  my  wifhede  pUke  tender  fioure 

Whiche  pat  .1.  haue  assured  in  joure  honde 

Wlian  ^at  pe  preste  to  3owe  my  body  bonde  2192 

Wharfor  .1,  wil  ansewer  in  f  is  manere 

'Wip  loue  of  3oue  my  lorde  so  dere 

.1.  pnde  god  ))at  neuer  dawe  ^t  day . 

)>at  .1.  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  womman  maye  2196 

Jif  eucr  y  do  vnto  my  kynne  fat  schame 

Or  elles  .1.  enpeire  so  my  name 

J)at  .L  be  ffidse  and  if  .1.  do  ))at  lake 

To  s'ripe  me  and  putte  me  in  a  sake  2200 

And  in  pe  next  lUuer^  do  me  drenche 

.1.  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche 

Whi  speke  3e  pua  but  men  ben  enyre  vntrewe  . 

And  wemmen  haue  repreef  of  30we  ay  newe  2204 

3e  can  noon  ofera  continaunce  yleue 

Bot  speke  to  us  as  yntreste  and  in  repreue 

And  wij)  |)at  worde  sche  sauhe  wher  Damyane 

Satt  in  pQ  busche  and  knele  he  beganne  2208 
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And  wi]>  hire  fingers  signes  maade  sclie 

^t  Damyan  scholde  climbe  ypon  ^e  tre 

]>at  chaigede  was  vnf  frayte  a[n]d  ype  lie  wente 

For  yerraily  he  knewe  al  hir  enient  2212 

And  euery  signe  p&t  sche  cou^e  make 

Wele  bett  ]>an  Ianuar«  hire  owen  make 

For  in  a  lethe  sche  had  told  him  al 

Of  ))is  matieie  houe  he  werche  schal  2216 

And  )?us  I  lete  sette  in  ))e  piie 

And  lanuare  and  Mayus  rouneinge  ful  merie 

Briht  was  )»e  daie  and  bleue  fe  firmament 

^ebus  of  golde  doune  ha]>  his  stremes  sent  2220 

To  gladen  euery  floure  wif  his  warmenesse 

He  was  ))at  time  in  geminis  as  .1.  gesse 

£ot  litul  fro  his  declinacioicn 

'Of  Cancer  louys  exaltaciotin  2224 

f  And  so  be-fel  in  a  briht  morwe  tide 

p&i  ip  pe  gardine  on  ]>at  ferj^ire  side 

Plato  ))at  is  ^e  kinge  of  faire 

And  mony  a  ladi  in  his  companye  2228 

Eolowinge  his  wif  pe  queene  Proserpina 

Whiche  ))at  he  rauesched  oute  of  proserpina . 

Whiles  ]>at  sche  gaderd  floures  in  a  mede  iiMfi4o,buk] 

In  claadian  ^e  nude  ^  storis  rede  2232 

How  in  his  grisly  carte  he  hire  fette 

This  kinge  of  fiaire  a-doune  him  sette 

Yppon  a  benche  of  torues  frische  and  grene 

And  riht  anone  seide  he  ))as  vnto  his  qwene  2236 

My  wif  quod  he  ]>at  male  not  seie  naie 

The  expcriens  proueth  it  euery  daie 

The  treson  whiche  pat  womman  do))  to  man 

Ten  hundre]>  J^ousand  teH  .1.  can  2240 

Notable  of  30ure  vntreuj^e  and  brutelnes 

Of  Salomon  rychest  of  al  riches 

Ful  filled  of  Sapiens  and  of  werly  glorie 

Ful  worJ)i  bien  pi  wordes  to  memorie  2244 
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To  ejxery  wiht  fat  witte  and  reson  can 

fus  preise])  he  ^itte  f e  bounte  of  man 

Amonge  a.  .M.  men  jit  fonde  .1.  one 

Eot  of  al  wemmen  fonde  .1.  neuer  none  2248 

]>us  self e  pe  kinge  fat  knowef  joure  wikkednesse 

And  ihesv^  iilius  Syrak  as  .1.  gesse 

Ne  spekef  of  jowe  but  eeldyn  reuerence 

A  wilde  fire  a  corrupt  pestilence  2252 

So  fal  vpon  joure  bodies  jit  to  nyht 

Ne  see  nouht  fis  honnrable  knyht 

Because  alas  fat  he  is  blinde  mid  olde 

His  owen  man  schal  make  him  cokewolde  2256 

Loo  where  he  sitte  f  e  lichoure  in  f  e  tree 

Nowe  wil  .1.  graunte  of  my  Maiestee 

Vnto  f  is  olde  blinde  worf i  knyht 

fat  he  schal  haue  ajeine  his  ey^en  siht  2260 

Whan  fat  his  wif  wold  done  him  velanye 

Than  schal  he  knowe  al  her  harlotrye 

Bof  e  in  repreue  of  hire  and  of  e7*e  mo 

3e  schal  quod  Procerpine  and  wil  ^e  soo  2264 

Nowe  be  my  Moders  sire  soule  J.  swere 

fat  .1.  schal  jeue  hire  sufiiceant  ansewere 

And  alia  wemmen  after  for  joure  saake 

fat  fouhe  fei  buen  in  any  gilte  ytake  2268 

Wif  face  bolde  fei  schollen  hem  self  excuse 

And  here  hem  doune  fat  wolde  hem  accuse 

For  lakke  of  ausewere  non  of  hem  schollen  deyen 

Al  had  je  seihe  a  finge  wif  bof  joure  eyjen.  2272 

Jit  schoUon  we  so  visage  it  hit  hardelye  [i««f  ui] 

And  wepe  arul  swere  a?id  chide  subtellye 

fat  je  schol  buen  as  lewde  as  nnie  gese 

What  rekkef  me  of  joure  auctoritees  2276 

.1.  wote  wele  f  is  lewe  f  is  Salomone 

Fande  of  vs  wemmen  fules  many  one 

Bot  fouhe  fat  he  fonde  no  goode  wo?nman 

There  hafe  he  founde  mony  anof ere  man  2280 
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[Wowmen  ful  trew  ful  good  ful  vertuous      ^.^otuKlf' 
Witnes  om  hem  fat  dwellen  in  cristas  hous  HM^i!m&!'LSfW7 - 
"Wib  martirdom  bey  prouyd  hir^  Constance  %t,bad!;  tmti» 
The  romayjme  lestis  maken  remembrance     ****  LT  ^  *friff'.^**li 

•^  ^  bks  Sloaue  1665,  leaf 

Of  many  a  verry  trewe  wyif  also  fll;/'7i« r^rT^'s^] 

£ut  sire  ne  be  noujt  "wroth  as  be  it  soo  [^  MS  h] 

J)ou^  ]>at  he  seide  he  fond  no  good  womman 

I  praye  yyw  take  J^e  sentence  of  ))e  man]  2228 

He  ment  ]>us  J^at  in  souereigne  bounte 

liTys  none  bot  god  neyfere  he  ne  sche 

Ey  for  verrey  god  ^t  nys  bot  one 

What  make  30  so  muche  of  Salomone  2292 

What  ))ouhe  he  maad  a  temple  goddes  hoos 

What  ]>ouhe  he  were  liche  and  glorious 

So  maade  he  a  temple  of  fals  goddes 

Who  myht  do  a  J)inge  ]>at  more  for-bode  is  2296 

Parde  als  faire  as  3e  his  name  implastre 

He  was  a  lichoure  and  a  ydolastre 

And  in  his  elde  he  verrei  god  for-soke 

And  3if  ))at  god  na  hadde  as  sei]>e  j^e  boke  2300 

yspared  him  for  his  fader  saake  he  scholde 

Haue  lost  his  reigne  saun^r  ])at  he  wolde 

.1.  sett  nouht  of  al  f  e  velany 

J)at  3e  of  wemmen  write  a  botterflie  2304 

.1.  am  a  womman  nedes  most  .1.  speka 

Or  elles  swel  til  myn  hert  breke 

Por  J)e]>ins  he  seide  ]>at  we  be  langelers 

As  euer  mote  .1.  brooke  boj^e  my  tresses  2308 

I  schal  spare  for  no  curtesie 

to  spek  him  harme  ))at  wolde  vs  velanye 

Dame  quod  ])is  pluto  be  no  longer  wro]>e 

.1.  3eue  it-  vp  bot  se))en  .1.  swore  myn  o]>e  2312 

fat  [I]  wolde  graunt  him  his  siht  a3eine 

My  worde  schal  stande  fat  warne  .1.  fe  certeine 

.1.  am  a  kinge  it  sitte  me  nouht  to  lye 

And  .1.  qi/od  sche  a  queene  of  fay  re  2316 
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Hir@  ansewar  sclie  schal  haue  .1.  vnder-take 

Lat  us  no  mo  woides  no  we  make .  •2318 

Explicit  flabiila  Xercatoria. 

{4s  in  Sloane  1686,  and  Oorput.) 

[Far  the  rest  of  the  Tale  {from  Harl  MS  1758)  see  the 

Appendtx."] 
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[THE  PEOEM.] 
Ineipit  prologus  de  le  ffirankeleyne.    tMy^rux} 

THifl  olde  gentil  bretons  in  hire  daies 
Of  diuers  auentures  maden  laies 
Bimyden  in  hir  fiist  breton  tonge 

Wbiche  laies  wi))  here  instramentes  pei  songe .  712 

0]ier  elles  redden  hem  for  her  plesance  Oaf  lii.  i)«dc] 

And  one  of  hem  haue  .L  in  rembrance 
Whiche  .L  schal  seie  wi))  as  goode  wil  as  .1.  can 
Bot  sires  be  cause  ])at  .1.  am  a  burel  man  716 

Att  my  g^nnynge  first  .L  joue  beseche 
Heue]>  me  excused  of  my  roode  speche 
.L  lemd  neuer  retorik  certeine 

)nnge  ^at  .L  speke  it  most .  be  bare  and  pleine  720 

•L  slept  neuer  on  ))e  mount  of  pamaso 
Ne  .y.  neuere  lerid  Marcus .  TuUius .  ne  Clthero 
Colours  of  retorike  ne  knewe  .1.  none  'wijy-outen  drede 
Bot  suche  colours  as  growen  in  pe  mede  724 

Or  elles  suche  as  men  dye  or  peinte 
Colours  of  rethorik  bene  me  to  queynte 
My  sprite  fele)>  noujt  of  suche  Matier 
Bot  if  yon  luste  Mi  tale  schal  .^e.  ^  here .  c*  nouht  cnmt  <mi}  728 
prolog^    Inoipit  fabula. 

[THE  TALE.] 

her  was  a  knyht  )mt  loued  and  dide  his  peyne  730 
In  Armorik  psi  deped  is  bretaigne  729 

To  seruen  a  lady  in  his  best  wise  731 

And  miany  a  labour  and  mony  a  grete  emprise 
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He  for  his  lady  wroulit  er  scbe  were  wonne 

For  scbe  was  on  of  pe  fairest  vnder  sonne 

And  eke  fere-io  com  of  so  bihe  kiniede 

)»at  wele  ynne]>is  dorst  ))is  knybt  for  drede  736 

Tel  hir  bis  woo  bis  peine  and  bis  distresse 

Bot  att  ]>e  last  scbe  for  bis  wor))inesse 

And  namely  for  bis  meke  obeissance 

H&f  ;3ucbe  a  pite  caubt  of  bis  penance  740 

y&t  pnue  scbe  fel  of  bis  accordc 

To  take  bim  for  bir  busbonde  and  bir  lorde 

Of  sucbe  lor[d]scbip  as  men  baue  ouer  bire  wyues 

And  for  to  lede  fe  more  in  blisse  ber  lyues  744 

Of  bis  fre  wil  be  swore  bire  as  a  knybt 

feA  neaer  in  bis  wil  be  daie  ne  be  nybt 

I^e  scbolde  be  ypon  bim  take  no  maistre 

A3eines  bir  wiUe  ne  kuytbe  bore  lelousye  748 

Bot  bire  obeie  and  folowe  bir6  wille  in  al 

As  any  louer  to  bis  ladi  scbal 

Saue  ]>at  )»e  name  of  Soo^reignete 

Tbat  wolde  be  baue  for  scbame  of  bis  degre  752 

Scbe  ))onkep  bim  and  wi|)  fnl  grete  bomblesse 

Scbe  seide  sir  aefpe  ^e  of  ^oure  gentilesse  ne«f  i«s] 

^e  profer  me  to  baue  als  large  a  reyne 

Ne  wold  neuere  god  be-twix  vs  tueyne  756 

As  in  my  gulte  ware  ey|>er  werre  or  striffe 

Sir  .L  wil  be  30ure  owen  bumble  trewe  wif 

Haue  bere  my  trou))e  til  fat  myn  hert  burst 

Tbus  buen  pei  bo))e  in  quiete  and  in  ruste  760 

For  o  |)ihge  sires  saufly  dar  .1.  seie 

fat  frendes  euerycbe  ofere  motte  obeie 

If  f  ei  wil  longe  bold  compaigne 

Loue  wil  noubt  buen  constreyned  be  maistre  764 

Wban  Maistre  commef  god  of  loue  anone 

Betef  on  bis  wenge  and  fare  wele  be  is  gone 

Loue  is  a  pinge  as  any  spirit  fre 

Wemmene  of  kinde  desiren  liberte  768 
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And  nouht  to  be  cbnstreined  as  a  piaiR 

And  80  do))  men .  if  .1.  pe  80]»e  sale  schaH 

Loke  who  f&t  is  most  pacient  in  loue 

He  is  att  anantage  aboue  772 

Paciens  is  an  Mhe  yertue  ceiteigne 

[ffor  it  venquyscheth  as  these  clerkis  seyne .]  [HarL  1758,  {^i28] 

Thinges  f&t  Eigor  schol  neuere  atteigne 

For  eu£ry  woide  men  maie  nouht  chide  ne  pleine         776 

LeieneJ)  to  sufiur  or  elles  so  must  J.  gone 

3e  scholne  it  leren  whe]>er  so  je  wol  or  none 

For  in  J)is  werlde  certeine  no  wight  ne  is 

y»i  he  ne  do]»  or  sei]>e  sum  time  of  mys  780 

Or  eijyer  sekenes  or  constillacioiie 

Wyn  wo  or  channgeinge  of  complexione 

Cause^  ful  often  to  don  amys  or  speken 

On  eu6ry  wronge  men  maye  nouht  hue  awreken  784 

After  )?e  time  most  be  temp^ance 

To  enerj  whiht  ]>at  can  no  gouemance 

And  yedoie  h&pe  ])is  wor]>e  wise  knyht 

To  leue  in  ese  suf&ance  hir  be-hiht  788 

And  sche  to  him  ful  wiseli  gan  to  swere 

^at  neuere  scholde  be  defaute  in  hire 

Here  maie  men  seen  an  humble  wise  accorde 

Thus  h&p  sche  take  hire  seruant  and  hir  lorde  792 

Seruant  in  loue  and  lorde  ih  Mariage 

^an  was  he  bo))e  in  lordeschipe  and  seruage 

Seruage  naye  hot  in  lordeschip  a-boue 

8e))en  ]>at  he  ha])  bo^e  his  ladi  and  his  loue  796 

His  lady  certes  and  his  wif  also  Deaf  itf,  tnckj 

The  whiche  ))at  lowe  of  loue  accorde))  ^arto 

And  whan  he  was  in  ^is  p9*(?8pmte 

Home  yrif  his  wif  he  go|)  to  his  contre  800 

Kouht  fifer  fro  penmarke  ]>ar  as  his  dweUinge  was 

Where  as  he  leues  in  blisse  and  in  solas 

Who  couJ)e  teH  hot  ho  had  wedded  bue 

The .  loye  pe  ese .  and  J>e  prosperite  804 
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That  is  "betwyx  an  liusbonde  and  his  wif 
A  jere  and  more  lasted  fia  blisfuH  li£f 
Til  ]>at  pis  kniht  ]>e  whiche  .1.  spak  of  pna 
p&t  of  kynied  was  cleped  Ameragos  808 

Schope  him  to  gone  and  dwelle  a  3ere  or  tweyne 
In  yngelond  fsA  cleped  eke  was  Bretayne 
To  seche  in  armes  worschipe  afid  honoure 
For  al  his  luste  he  sette  in  suche  labonre  812 

And  dwelle])e  pare  ]>e  boke  sei^  ]>iis 
Nowe  wil  .1.  stint  of  J)is  amaiagos 
And  speken  .1.  of  Dorigen .  his  wif 
]yat  lone]>  hire  husbond  as  hire  hertes  lif  816 

And  for  his  absence  wepe))  sche  and  Bykep 
As  done  pia  noble  wives  whan  hem  like]> 
Sche  mome^  wake  waile^  faste))  and  pleyne)^ 
Desire  of  his  presence  hir  so  distreine]>  820 

That  al  p\a  wide  world  sche  sett  att  nouht 
Hire  frendes  whiche  psA  knewe  hir  bene  pouht 
Comforted  hire  in  al  ])at  euer  ]>ei  myht  or  male 
Thei  prechen  hire  pei  telen  hire  nyht  rxnd  dale  824 

]>at  causeles  sche  sle]>e  hir  self  alas 
.  And  euer-.I.  comford  possible  in  ]>i8  cas 
^ei  done  to  hire  vritk  al  here  bisinesse 
And  al  for  to  make  hire  lete  hire  heuynesse  828 

Be  prt7ces  as  ^e  knowe  wele  euerychone 
Men  Maie  so  longe  graue  in  pe  stone 
Til  figure  J)er-inne  prmted  be 

So  longe  haue  ^i  comfort  hire  ^at  sche  832 

Beceyuede  ha))e  be  hope  and  be  resone 
^e  emprinteinge  of  hire  constillacione 
Thoruhe  whiche  hire  grete  sorwe  gan  eswage 
Sche  maie  not  alweie  endure  suche  a  rage  836 

And  eke  Amargus  in  al  ^is  care 
Ha])e  sent  hir  leftreB  home  in  al  ])is  fare  • 
And  ^at  he  wolde  come  hastely  a3eine  Dmit  i«s] 

Or  elles  hadde  ))is  sorwe  hire  hert  sleyne  840 
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Hire  frendes  saube  hire  hert  gan  to  slake 

And  preide  hire  on  knes  for  goddes  sake 

To  come  and  to  Bome  in  companye 

Awaie  to  driue  hire  derke  fantasie  844 

And  finally  sche  grounted  pot  request 

For  wele  sche  sauhe  it  was  for  Je  best 

"Now  stode  hir  castel  fast  by  pe  see 

And  often  wi]>  hire  frendes  walked  sche  848 

Hir  to  disport  on  ])e  se  banke  on  hihe 

Where  as  sche  many  schippes  and  barges  seihe 

Seileinge  her  course  where  hem  luste  to  goo 

Bot  jite  was  fere  a  percel  of  hir  woo  852 

For  to  hir  selue  fol  often  seide  sche 

Is  yere  no  schippe  of  so  mony  as  .1.  see 

Wil  bringe  home  my  lorde  pan  wolde  myne  herte 

Al  warisshe  of  )»is  bitter  peine  smarte  856 

Anopere  time  pere  wil  sche  sitte  and  J^enke 

And  kast  hir  eye  donward  firo  pe  brenke 

Bot  whan  sche  sawhe  pe  grisely  Eokkes  blake 

For  verrei  fere  so  wolde  hire  heret  qwake  860 

]>at  one  hir  feete  sche  myhte  nouht  hire  susteigne 

pan  wolde  sche  sit  adoune  vpon  pe  grene 

And  pitously  into  pe  see  sche  walde  be-holde 

And  seine  riht  pna  wi^  sorweful  hertes  colde  864 

Eteme  god  ))at  ))oruhe  ))i  purueance 

I^edest  ^e  werlde  be  certein  gouemance 

In  ydelnes  as  men  seine  ^e  no])inge  make 

Bot  lorde  pla  griseli  fendely  Eockes  blake  868 

pat  semen  raper  a  foule  confusione 

Of  werke  pat  any  faire  creacione 

Of  whiche  a  parfit  god  and  a  stable 

Whi  haue  je  wrouht  pis  werk  vnresonable  872 

For  be  pis  werke  soupe .  norpe .  este  and  west 

pare  nes  ifostred  man  ne  birde  ne  beste 

It  dope  no  good  to  my  witte  bot  anoyep 

Sche  je  nouht  lor  how  mankinde  it  destruep  876 
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An  hundrej)  ]>oiisand  bodyes  of  mankinde 

Haue  Tokkes  sleine  and  al  be  fei  noubt  in  mynde 

Wbiche  mankinde  is  so  faire  parte  of  fi  werke 

]>at  ^ou  it  madest  ylike  to  ^ine  bandwerke .  880 

Than  semed  it  je  badde  a  grete  cbierte  Dcuf  iis,  back] 

To-ward  mankynde  bot  bowe  ))an  maie  it  be 

That  je  sucbe  menys  make  it  to  destroyen 

Wycbe  menys  dof  no  good  but  euere  annoyen  884 

.1.  woote  wele  clerkes  woln  sayn  as  bem  lest 

By  aigumentz  ^at  al  ))inges  is  for  fe  best 

Tbey  .1.  ne  can  )ye  causes  for  so))e  knowe 

Bot  yUke  god  ^at  maade  winde  to  blowe  888 

As  kepe  my  lorde  pia  conclusion 

To  clerkis  lat  J.  al  disputasiofi 

Bot  wolde  god .  pat  al  pe  Eokkes  blake 

Ware  sonken  in-to  bel  for  bis  sake  892 

^es  rokkes  sleen  myne  bert  for  fere 

Thus  wold  scbe  seine  "wip  mony  a  pitous  tere 

Hire  frendes  sawe  ^at  it  nas  no  disporte 

To  Eoumen  be  ^e  see  bot  discomfort  896 

And  scbopen  for  to  pleyne  sum  where  eUes 

Tbei  leden  bird  be  Beuers  and  be  welles 

And  eke  in  o^er  place  delitables 

Tbei  daunce  and  plei  att  chesse  and  att  tables  900 

So  on  a  dai  nht  on  pQ  morwe  tide 

Ynto  a  Gardeine  ))at  was  ribt  pere  beside 

In  whicbe  ]7at  ^ei  bad  maade  ber  ordinance 

Of  vitaile  and  of  o]>er  purueance  904 

Tbei  gone  and  pleine  bem  al  ^e  longe  daie 

And  pia  was  ofi  pe  sext  morwe  of  maie 

Wbiche  bad  peintede  wij)  bis  soft  scbourcs 

Thia  gardine  ful  of  leues  and  of  floures  908 

And  wy))  craft  of  mannes  bonde  so  curiously 

Araide  bad  pia  gardine  trialli 

That  neuer  was  p^x  gardine  of  sucbe  prise 

Bot  if  it  were  pe  verrei  paradise  912 
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The  odur  of  flouies  and  pQ  frisshe  siht 

Wolde  ban  maade  osy  pensif  man  liht 

That  euer  was  borne  hot  if  to  grete  sekenesse 

Oj)er  to  grete  sorwe  hilde  it  in  distresse  916 

And  after  denor  gan  yei  to  daunce  918 

So  ful  it  was  of  beute  wi]>  plesance  917 

And  singen  also  bot  Dorigen  songe  alone 

Sche  made  alweie  here  compleinte  and  hiie  mone         920 

For  sche  ne  sawhe  him  on  )»e  dannce  goo 

]>at  was  hir  husbonde  and  hire  lone  also 

Bot  naj^eles  sche  moste  hire  time  arbide  u^t  lU] 

And  wi))  goode  hope  lete  sche  here  sorwe  glide  924 

Ypon  pis  dannce  amonges  o^ere  men 

Daunced  a  swyer  to-fom  Dorigen 

That  frisscher  was  and  loliere  of  araie 

As  to  my  dome  ))an  is  ])e  mone))  of  maie  928 

He  singe])  and  dannse))  passinge  any  o]>er  man 

])at  is  or  was  sefye  ))is  werlde  be-gan 

]>are-wi)>  he  was  if  men  schold  him  discryue 

•On  of  pe  beste  faringe  men  on  line  932 

jonge  stronge  nht  yertuous  ryche  and  wise 

And  wele  beloned  and  holden  in  grete  prise 

And  schortly  if  pe  aope  tellen  .1.  schal 

Ynweteinge  of  pis  dorigen  att  aH  936 

This  lusty  swyero  seroant  to  Venus 

Whiche  ped  ycleped  was  aurelius 

Had  loned  hire  best  of  any  creature 

Two  3ere  and  more  as  was  his  aduenture  940 

Bot  neuer  dorst  he  tellen  hire  of  his  greuance 

Wi^nten  cuppe  he  drank  al  his  penance 

He  was  dispeired  no])inge  dorst  he  saie 

Saue  in  his  soule  sum  what  wolde  he  wraie  944 

His  woo  as  in  general  compleineinge 

He  seide  he  loued  and  was  beloued  no  j'inge 

Of  suche  Matier  maade  he  mony  layes 

Songes  compleintes  Koundeletis  yirrelayes  948 
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Howe  ^at  lie  doist  nouht  his  sorwe  teH 

J)at  langais8e]>  as  fire  do^e  in  h^ 

-And  deye  seide  he  must  as  dide  ekko 

For  Karsisus  f&t  doist  nouht  te&  hir  wo  952 

In  opeie  maner  psn  ^e  here  me  seie 

Ne  dorst  he  nouht  to  hire  his  wo  he-wreie 

Saue  perauentur  sumtime  att  daunces 

There  jonge  foike  kepen  her  obsemaunces  956 

It  mai  wel  be  he  loked  on  hir  &ce 

In  suche  a  wise  as  man  pat  Axep  grace 

Bot  no  j'inge  wist  sche  of  his  entent 

l^a]>ele8  it  happed  er  yei  pens  went  960 

Be  cause  fat  he  was  hire  neijbore 

And  was  a  mon  of  worsc^ippe  and  honoure 

And  had  yknowen  him  of  ^  times  jore  [}  «  tacw  t  ofl^g  oq 

Thei  fel  in  speche  oft  more  and,  more  964 

Yn-to  his  purpos  drouhe  Aurelius  D«ftf  i«4,  tack] 

And  whan  he  sauhe  his  time  he  seid  ^us 

Madame  qt£od  he  be  god  ]>at  \\&  werld  maade 

So  ]>at  .1.  miht  3oure  hert  glade  968 

J.  wolde  ])at  daie  ))at  ^oure  Amaragus 

Wente  on  see  ]>at  X  Aurelius 

Hadde  wente  ]>at  .1.  scholde  neuer  haue  com  a^eine 

For  wele  .1.  wote  my  seruise  is  in  veine  972 

Mi  guerdon  nys  bot  bristinge  of  myn  herte 

Ma  dame  rewe))  ypon  my  peines  smarte 

For  as  wi])  a  swerd  je  maie  me  sle  or  saue 

Here  att  joure  fote  god  wolde  ^at  .L  were  graue  976 

.1.  haue  as  nowe  no  leiser  for  to  seie 

Haue  merci  on  me  swete  or  je  wolne  do  me  deye 

Sche  gan  to  loke  vpon  Aurelius 

Is  ]>is  joure  wil  q?/od  sche  and  seie  je  )»us  980 

Keuer  eft  quod  sche  wist  .1.  what  je  ment 

Bott  nowe  Aurely  .L  know  ^oure  entent 

Be  J^ilke  god  pat  3aue  me  soule  and  lif 

!No  schal  .1.  neuer  be  vntrewe  wiff  984 
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lu  worde  ne  in  werke  as  fer  as  .1.  haue  witte 

.1.  wil  be  his  to  whome  J^at  J.  am  knytte 

Bot  affiber  ^at  Jk)u  pleine  pus  seide  scbe  988 

Tak  ^is  for  final  ansewer  as  for  me  987 

Aurely  quod  sche  be  bihe  god  aboue 

3it  wil  .L  gronnt  joue  to  be  jonre  loue 

Sen  ^us  .L  jowe  see  so  pitously  compleigne 

Loke  what  daie  ))at  yngelonde  is  breteigne  992 

3e  remewe  al  J^e  rokkes  stone  be  stone 

pskt  J^ei  let  scbippe  ne  bote  to  gone 

.1.  saie  whan  ^e  bane  maade  J^is  coste  so  clene 

Of  Eokkes  )>at  ^er  nys  no  stone  seene  996 

J^an  wil  .1.  loue  30 we  best  of  any  man 

Hane  here  my  troa))e  in  al  J^at  euer  7  can  ^ 

Is  J^ere  none  oj^er  grace  quod  he 

No  be  J^at  lorde  quod  sche  J^at  maade  me  1000 

For  wele  X  wote  ]»at .  J^at  schal  neuer  be-tide 

Late  suche  foly  onto  of  ^oure  hert  glide 

What  deynte  scholde  man  haue  be  his  lif 

For  to  loue  a  nopex  mannes  wif  1004 

^at  haj7  hir  body  when  so  J^at  him  hkep 

Aurelius  ful  oft  sore  sikej? 

Woo  was  Aurely  whan  ))at  he  ])is  herde  pearitf] 

And  Yfip  a  sorwful  hert  J7us  ansewerde  1008 

Madam  quod  he  J^is  were  an  inpossible 

Than  Mot  .1.  deie  on  sodeine  depe  Orrible 

And  wij7  ])at  worde  he  tomed  him  anone 

Tho  cam  her  oj^er  frendes  mony  one  1012 

And  in  pe  alies  romed  vp  and  doune  - 

And  no  ])inge  wist  of  piB  conclusioune 

Bot  sodenlye  be-gan  to  reuel  newe 

Til  pai  pe  briht  sonn  lost  his  hewe  1016 

For  pe  orizonte  ha])  rafb  pe  sonne  his  liht 

This  is  as  muche  to  saie  as  it  was  niht 

And  home  p&.  gone  in  ioye  and  in  solas 

Saue  onely  wriched  Aurelius  alas  1020 
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He  to  his  hoos  is  gone  wij?  sorweful  heit 

He  seij)e  be  maie  nonht  fro  his  dej)  astext 

Him  semej)  he  fele^  his  hert  colde 

Yp  to  pe  heuen  his  hondes  gan  he  olde  1024 

And  on  his  kenes  bare  he  sett  him  doune 

And  in  his  raneinge  seide  his  orisoune 

For  verrei  woo  he  oute  of  his  witte  he  braide 

He  nyst  nouht  what  he  spak  bot  pxia  he  seide  1028 

Wi)?  pitous  hert  haj^e  he  his  compleinte  be-gonne 

Ynto  ye  goddesse  and  first  ynto  ])e  sonne 

He  seide  Apollo  god  and  gouemouie 

And  euery  planete  herbe  tre  ajid  floure  1032 

])at  ^euest  after  J^ine  declinacione 

To  iche  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesone 

And  ))in  hebot^r  chaunge)?  lowe  and  hihe 

.Lorde  phebns  cast  fi  me[r]ciable  eyhe  1036 

On  wriched  Aureli  whiche  ))at  am  for-lorne 

Lo  lorde  my  lady  haj)  my  dej)  swome 

"WiJ)-outen  gilte  bot  fine  b<Bnygnite 

Vppon  myne  dedly  hert  haue  sum  pyte  1040 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  lorde  phebns  if  jou  liste 

je  maie  me  helpe  saue  my  ladi  best 

Now  Yonche])  saue  ))at  .1.  maie  ^oue  deuise 

Howe  pat  .1.  maye  be  holpe  and  in  what  wise  1044 

3oure  blisful  suster  lucina  pe  schene 

))at  of  pe  see  is  chife  goddes  and  qwene 

pouhe .  neptunus  haue  deite  in  pQ  see 

3ite  empires  aboue  him  is  sche 

3e  knowen  wele  lorde  riht  as  hir  desire 

Is  to  be  queked  and  lihtep  of  ^oure  fire 

For  whiche  she  folowf  jowe  ful  besily 

Kiht  so  ])e  see  desire^  naturelly  1052 

To  folowen  hir  as  sche  poi  ia  goddesse 

Bo)?  in  pe  see  and  in  reuers  more  and  lesse 

Wher-for  lord  Phebns  pis  is  myn  request 

Do  J>is  miracle  or  .L  do  myne  hert  to  brest  1056 
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])at  )K>a  next  ati  J^is  opposicioil 

WMche  in  eigne  schal  be  of  fe  lyon 

'R&pe  piaide  hire  so  grete  a  flode  to  bringe 

"^at  .Y.  fajK)m  att  fe  lest  it  oner  springe  lOGO 

The  hiest  rokke  in  Armorik  bretaine 

And  lat  his  flode  endure  jeres  tueyne 

Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  J.  seie 

Holde]?  ^ure  heste  J^e  lokkes  bene  awaie  1064 

Lorde  phebus  do  pia  Miracle  for  me 

Preie  hire  sche  go  no  faster  cours  ])an  30 

.L  seie  ^oue  ^us  prei  ^onre  suster  ])at  sche  go 

STone  fastere  cours  ^an  )e  pi»  ^eres  tuo  1068 

^an  schal  scha  euere  be  att  }e  fott  al  weie 

And  springe  lasten  bo]»  nyht  and  dale 

And  bot  sche  yowchesaue  in  suche  manere 

To  graunt  me  my  lady  souereigne  dere  1072 

Praie  hir  to  sinken  eueiy  rok  adoune 

In-to  hir  owen  derke  regione 

Ynder  fe  grounde  ^r  pluto  duellej)  inne 

.0))er  neuer  more  schal  .1.  my  lady  wynne  1076 

Thine  temple  in  delphos  wil  .1  barfote  seek 

Lorde  Phebus  se^  ^e  ^e  teres  on  my  cheke 

And  of  my  pyne  haue  compassione 

And  Ynp  ])at  worde  in  swoune  he  fel  a-doune  1080 

And  longe  time  he  laie  in  traunce 

His  bro])er  whiche  ])at  knewe  of  his  penaunce 

Yp  cauht  him  and  to  bed  him  brouht 

Desgpeired  in  his  torment  and  in  his  ^uht  1084 

Lo  .1.  ])is  woful  creature  lye 

Chese  he  for  me  weper  he  wil  leue  or  deye 

IF  Arueragus  wi))  hele  and  grete  honoure 

As  he  was  of  ]>e  chiualrie  J^e  floure  *    1088 

Is  commen  home  and  oper  wor))i  men . 

O  blisf  ulf ul  ert  pou  doregen 

That  haste  pxa  lusti  husbande  in  pine  Armes  timriig} 

pQ  frische  knyht  pe  wor))i  man  of  armes  109^ 
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ftii  loue]»  ]^  as  his  owen  heites  lif 

No  J^inge  lust  him  to  he  ymaginatif 

Of  any  wight  had  spoke  whiles  was  oate 

To  hire  of  loae  he  maade  ]»ere-of  no  doute  1096 

He  nouhte  entende]^  to  none  suche  matieie 

Bot  daunce]»  Iasti]»  and  makep  good  chore 

As  J)us  in  ioy  and  blisse  .1.  late  hem  dwelle 

And  of  ^e  swete  aaieHus  wH  .1.  UXL  1100 

In  langute  and  in  forious  tonnentes  pua 

Two  jere  and  more  laie  wieched  Aoielius 

Or  ony  foots  on  eir^  he  myht  gone 

Ne  comfort  in  piB  time  had  he  none  1 104 

Saue  of  his  broker  whiche  Jwt  was  a  derke 

He  knewe  of  al  fls  woo  and  of  al  ^is  werke 

For  to  none  oj^er  creature  certeine 

Of  pia  matter  ne  dorst  he  no  worde  seine  1 108 

Ynder  his  brest  he  bare  his  more  aecre 

Than  ener  dide  Pamphilios  for  Galathe 

His  brest  was  hole  wi]H)wten  for  to  sene 

Bot  in  his  herte  was  aie  fe  arwe  kene  1112 

And  wele  30  wote  ]»at  a  sore  saTonre 

In  suigere  ftd  pmlons  is  J>e  cure 

Bot  man  myht  touche  fe  arwe  or  come  J^erby 

His  bro^r  wepe]»  and  weile]»  priuely  1116 

Til  att  fe  last  him  fel  in  remembrance 

)>at  whiles  he  was  att  Orliaunce  in  fraunoe 

As  )onge  derkes  ]»at  buen  licorous 

To  reden  artos  ^t  buen  curious  1 120 

Seken  in  eu^ry  halke  and  in  euery  heme 

Particulere  sciens  for  to  leme 

He  him  lemembre]^  vpon  a  dale 

Att  Oiliance  in  stode  a  boke  he  saye  1 124 

Of  Magik  naturelle  whiche  is  felawe 

^at  was  ^t  time  a  bacheller  of  lawe 

Al  were  he  pere  to  leme  ano^er  ciafte 

An  priuely  ypan  his  deske  he  lafte  1128 
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]>is  boke  whiche  spak  muclie  of  fia  opdraciona 

Toucheinge  fe  .xxviiij.  Mancions 

That  longe))  to  ^e  mone  and  suche  folye 

Aa  in  ouie  dales  ne  is  not  woTpe  a  flye  1 132 

For  holy  cherche  sei^e  in  owre  beleue  pMf  im,  back] 

Ke  saffaie]^  none  illusione  vs  to  greue 

And  whan  J^is  booke  was  in  lemembraunce  \ 

Anone  for  ioye  he  gan  to  daunce  1136 

And  to  him  self  seide  pruiely 

Mi  broker  schal  be  warisched  hastely 

For  .1.  am  seker  J^at  ^ere  be  sciencis 

Be  whiche  men  make  diners  apparences  1140 

Whiche  as  ye  subtile  tregitours  pleine 

For  oft  att  festes  herd  .1.  seine 

])at  tregetours  vrip  in  an  hal  large 

Hane  maad  in  come  wator  and  a  barge  1144 

And  in  pe  haH  rowe  vp  and  donne 

Som  time  hsfe  semed  a  gnme  lyoune 

[And  som  tyme  flonres  spryngin)  in  A  mede  ^1^^%^^^ 

Sum  tyme  wyne  &  grapis  white  &  rede]        ^^SrSel^?^ 

Som  tim  a  castd  al  of  lyme  and  stone  **'  '**i^i^*««*-l 

And  whan  him  liked  Toide  it  anone 

Thus  semed  it  to  euery  mannes  siht 

Kowe  }»n  conclude  .1.  fxxB  if  pai  .1.  myht  1152 

At  orlyance  some  olde  felawe  finde 

]»at  had  fe  mones  mancions  in  mynde 

Oy^r  magik  naturel  a-boue 

He  scholde  wele  mak  my  broj^r  haue  his  lone  1156 

For  wi]»  apparens  a  man  maie  make 

To  mannenes  siht  )»at  al  pe  rokkes  blake 

Of  B[r]eteigne  were  went  eu^chone 

And  )Mtt  schippes  be  pe  brinke  myht  comen  and  gone  1 160 

And  in  suche  forme  endure  a  ^ere  or  tuo 

Then  were  my  bro])er  waresched  of  his  wo 

Then  most  sche  nedes  knows  hire  be-hest 

Or  elles  he  schamen  hire  schal  att  pe  leste  1 164 
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What  scliolde  make  a  longer  tale  of  J^is 

Yiito  his  hro])eT  hedde  conimea  he  is 

And  suche  comfor[t]  he  ^af  him  for  to  gone 

To  Orliaunce  ^at  vp  sterte  anone  1 168 

And  on  his  waie  forwaide  is  he  &re 

In  hope  to  be  leased  of  his  care 

Whan  peie  were  come  ahnoste  to  fai  Citee 

£ot  if  were  a  tno  furlonge  or  free  1172 

A  jonge  clerke  romeynge  by  himselfe  fei  *  mette 

Whiche  ^at  in  latine  J^refbeli  hem  grette 

And  after  )>at  seide  he  a  wonder  ]>inge 

t.L  knowe  quod  he  pe  cause  of  ^oure  co^nynge*  1176 

An  er  ^ei  £oTfer  any  foote  wente 

He  tolde  hem  al  )>at  was  in  her  en-tent 

This  briton  clerke  him  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  ]»at  he  had  knowen  in  olde  dawes  1180 

And  he  anseward  him  J^at  pei  dede  were 

For  whiche  he  wepped  ful  oft  mony  a  tere 

Downe  of  his  hors  Aorelius  liht  anone 

And  furj^e  \np  fia  Magicien  is  he  gone  1 184 

^ome  to  his  howse  and  maade  hem  wele  att  ese 

Hem  lakked  no  yitaile  ^t  hem  myht  plese 

So  wele  araide  hous  as  pes  was  one 

Aurelius  in  his  lif  ne  sawe  he  none  1 188 

He  schewde  him  ar  he  went  to  soper 

Forest  Parkes  ful  of  wilde  dere 

Iyer  sawe  he  hertes  with  homes  hyje  /  ^^y^*ffsSiim^f 

The  grettest  that  euer  were  se  with  ye  /  S^i^j^i^i^j 

He  /  say  of  hem  An  hunderid  slayn)  with  houndes 

And  some  with  Arowes  bledf  &  bitter  woundes 

He  say  whan)  voydid  were  thes  wylde  dei* 

J^  fauconers  yp  on)  A  falre  reyer]  1 1 96 

And  how  fakons  haue  ]>e  heron  sleine 

Than  sawe  he  k^yhtes  lusten  in  a  pleino 

And  after  f\a  he  dide  him  suche  plesance 

That  he  him  schewde  his  lady  in  a  daunce  1200 
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On  "v^hiche  bim  self  he  datmced  as  kim  J^ouht 

And  whan  piB  maister  ])at  pia  magik  wrouht 

Sawe  it  was  time  he  clapped  his  hondes  two 

And  fare  wele  al  ouie  reuel  is  do  1204 

And  jitte  lemewe  )»ei  neu^re  oute  of  pia  house 

Whiles  )»ei  sawe  al  pia  siht  mcruelonse 

Bot  in  his  stodje  pere  as  his  bokes  be 

The[i]  satten  stil  and  no  whight  bot  J^ei  pie  1208 

To  him  pia  maister  called  ]»an  a  swyere 

And  seide  him  pva  is  redi  onre  sopere 

Al  most  an  home  it  is  .1.  Yndertake 

Sevens  .1.  ;owe  badde  oure  soper  to  make  1212 

When  ]^at  pis  worpi  men  wenten  Ynp  me 

Ynto  my  stode  ^r  as  my  bokes  be 

Sire  quod  pia  Swye[r]  whan  it  lykeji  ^one 

It  is  al  rede  ^onhe  ^e  wolde  riht  nowe  1216^ 

Go  we  )ian  to  soupe  quod  he  and  for  ^e  best 

yes  anerons  folke  sum  time  mot  haue  rest 

And  after  soper  fel  ))ei  in  trete 

What  somme  schold  pis  maister  guerdone  be  1220. 

To  remoue  al  pe  rokkes  of  bretaigne 

And  eke  fro  geroun  to  pe  mou]>e  of  seine 

He  maade  it  straunge .  and  swore  so  god  him  saue 

Lesse  ^an  a  ]»ousand  pounde  he  nolde  not  haue  1224 

ISe  gladly  for  pe  somme  ne  wolde  he  gone  p«if  u?*  back} 

Aurelins  wi)»  blisful  herte  anone 

Onsewarde  pus  fy  on  a  )K>usand  pounde 

This  wide  werlde  pai  men  seine  is  rounde  1228 

That  wold  J.  ^eue  if  .L  were  lorde  of  it 

This  Bargeyne  is  ful  dreue  for  we  hue  knyt 

^e  schoUene  be  paide  treuly  be  my  trou]»e 

Bot  loke]»  nowe  for  no  necligens  or  sleu])e  1232 

Je  tary  ys  here  no  longer  )ian  to  morwe 

Kay  quod  pia  clerke  haue  here  my  trou^  to  borwe 

To  bed  is  gone  Aurelius  whan  him  luste 

And  wel  nyhe  al  ))at  nyht  he  had  his  ruste  1 23S 
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That  for  bis  lal)Oiiie  and  for  his  hope  of  blisse 

His  wofol  herte  of  penance  hadde  a  lisse 

Ypon  ]>is  mo[r]we  whan  ]»at  it  was  daie 

To  bretaine  toke  ^i  ]^  riht  weie  1240 

Aurelius  and  )iis  magiden  be  side 

And  buene  descendit  ]^ie  ]>ei  wilne  a-bide 

And  ])is  was  as  ]^e  bokes  me  remembre 

The  colde  frosty  seson  of  decembre  1244 

Phebus  waxede  olde  arid  hewed  ylike  latoun 

^at  in  his  bote  dedinacioun 

Schone  as  )?e  bumyd  gold  wi]»  stremes  briht 

Bot  nowe  in  scorpion  a4oime  he  liht  1248 

Where  as  he  schone  fol  pale  «L  dare  wel  seien 

The  bitter  frostes  wi)i  slete  and  reine 

Destniyed  ha)?  30  grene  in  euery  ^erde 

lanns  sit  be  fire  wi])  double  berde  1252 

And  drinke]»  of  his  bugle  home  \q  w}nie . 

Be-fome  him  stant  )ie  braune  of  ))e  twext  swyne 

And  a  nouel  crieji  euery  lusti  man 

Aurelius  in  al  ]»at  euere  he  can .  1256 

Do)ie  his  maister  chier  and  reu^ence 

And  pr^e)i  him  to  done  his  diligence 

To  bringen  him  oute  of  his  peines  smerte 

0))er  wij7  a  swerde  J^at  he  wold  slitt  his  herte  1260 

That  subtille  clerk  whiche  ])at  reu^e  hadde  on  \\b  man 

)?at  nyht  and  daie  he  him  spedde  }uit  he  ne  Ian 

To  waite  a  time  of  his  conclusione 

])is  is  to  seie  to  make  illucione  1264 

«L  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologie  1266 

Be  whiche  an  apparens  of  logellery  1265 

That  sche  and  euery  wight  schold  wone  and  seie       ciMf  i«] 

]7at  of  Bretaigne  ])e  rokkes  were  aweie  1268 

Or  elles  |>ei  were  sonken  vnder  grounde 

So  att  ^  last  whan  that  he  his  time  founde 

To  make  his  Tapes  and  his  wrechednesse 

Of  whiche  a  supersticious  cursedenesse  1272 
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His  tables  coUetanes  for]»  he  brooht 

Ful  wele  corrected  for  ^ere  lakked  nouht 

ISe  his  ooUectes  ne  his  expans  jeres 

Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  o)»ere  geres  1276 

As  biene  is  centres  and  his  argomentez 

And  his  proporcione  connenientez 

For  his  eqaadons  in  euery  ))inge 

And  be  his  .yi\j.  spere  in  his  wirkinge  1280 

He  knewe  howe  fer^  alnaj^e  was .  yschoue 

From  pe  heued  of  )iilke  fix  aries  aboue 

])at  in  ^e  .ix.  spere  considerd  is 

Fol  subtiUi  he  callej)  al  >is  1284 

And  whan  he  had  fonde  his  first  manciofi 

He  knewe  fe  remenant  be  proporcioft 

And  knewe  pe  ariseinge  of  pe  mone  wele 

And  in  whos  face  and  terme  eu£?y  dele  1288 

And  knewe  fdl  wele  fe  mones  mansion 

Accordant  to  his  operacton 

And  k[n]ewe  al  so  his  oper  obs^raaancez 

For  suche  illusions  and  suche  meschaunces  1292 

As  ejpen  folke  vside  ])ilke  daies 

For  whiche  no  longer  Maked  he  delaies 

Bott  ])orahe  his  magik  for  a  weke  or  tweie 

It  semede  pai  al  pe  rokkes  were  a  waie  1296 

Anrelius  whiche  J^at  despayred  is 

We])er  he  schal  haue  his  or  fare  amys 

Awaite])  nyht  and  daie  of  pis  miracle 

And  wban  he  knewe  ^r  was  none  obstacle  1300 

pat  Toided  were  pea  rokkes  eu^rychon 

Doune  to  his  maistres  fete  he  fel  a  none 

And  seide  .1.  wooful  wriche  Aurelins 

Thank^owe  lord  am2  lady  myne  Yenns  1304 

That  me  haue  holpe  fso  my  .Cares  colde 

And  to  pe  temple  for^  his  weie  ha^  holde 

Where  ke  knewe  he  scholde  his  lady  se 

And  whan  he  sawhe  his  time  anone  riht  he  1308 
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Wijj  d[r]edefdl  herte  and  humble  chiere  ci«af  ms,  bwsk] 

Balujd  lia]»  his  soueieigne  lady  dere 

IT  My  Tihtfiil  lady  quod  fia  wofdl  man 

Ayhome  .L  moste  diede  and  loue  as  .1.  best  can         1312 

And  lopest  wer  of  al  ^is  werlde  displese 

Neie  it  )iat  .L  for  jowe  haue  suche  disese 

^at  .1.  miiste  deye  here  att  joure  fote  anone 

Bot  nouht  wold  .L  tel  howe  me  is  wo  begone  1316 

Bot  certes  eyj^er  must  .L  deye  or  pleine 

3e  sleine  me  giltles  for  venei  peine 

Bot  of  my  dope  }oahe  ^e  haue  no  leu]^    . 

Avis^))  pwe  ar  peX  30  lese  ;oure  treu]>e  1320: 

Kepente]^  ^owe  for  ])ilke  god  aboue 

Or  30  me  sleyne  because  fat  .L  jowe  loue 

For  madame  wele  je  wote  )iat  je  haue  hiht 

[Noujt  that  I  Chalenge  ony  thing  of  ryght]        uSn'J^y 

Of  )ow  souereigne  ladye  bot  joure  grace 

Bot  in  a  gaideine  jonde  in  suche  a  place 

je  woote  riht  wele  ^at  je  be-hiht  me 

And  in  joure  honde  joure  trou]»e  pliht  me  1328 

To  loue  me  best  god  wote  je  saide  so 

And  al  be  ^t .  ^at  .1.  ynwor))e  am  ]>erto 

Madame  .1.  speke  it  for  pe  honoure  of  ^oue 

More  |)an  to  saue  myn  herte  lif  riht  nowe  1332 

X  haue  done  as  30  haue  commanded  me 

And  if  3e  vouchensaf  je  maie  go  see 

And  as  jow  luste  haxLep  ^oure  behest  in  mynde 

For  whikke  or  dede  riht  ^us  je  schal  me  fynde  1336 

In  jowe  li^  al  to  do  me  lyue  or  deye 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  pe  rokkes  bene  aweye 

He  toke  his  leue  and  sche  astonyed  stode 

In  al  hir  fiice  pere  nas  a  diope  of  blode  1340 

Sche  wende  neuer  haue  commen  in  suche  a  trappe 

Alas  quod  sche  )»at  euer  ^is  scholde  happe 

For  wend  .1.  neuer  be  possibelite 

That  suche  a  mustre  or  suche  a  menreile  scholdo  be    1344 
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\}  Ttktte  Une$  are  irati9' 
9O$edintA0M8.^ 


[S  This  Hn«  ig  repeated 
OH  top  of  leaf  U^^ 

DeafliV]  1352 


1360 


It  is  a3eme  ])e  process  of  Katare^ 

And  home  sche  go)?  a  sorweful  creature^ 

For  verraie  vnnef  male  sche  go 

Sche  wepejj  and  weylej>  a  daie  or  tno  1348 

And  swowne)?  J^at  it  reuj)  was  to  see 

Bot  whi  it  was  to  no  whight  tolde  sche  * 

For  oute  of  toune  was  gone  Ameragus' 

Bot  to  hir  selfe  sche  saide  and  spak  ])us 

In  hire  compleint  as  je  schollen  affter  here 

Wi))  £&ce  pale  and  wi]i  sorwheful  chiere 

Alas  qt^od  sche  on  J^e  fortune  .1.  pleine 

)»at  vnwar  hast  wrapped  me  in  ]}i  cheyne  1356 

For  whiche  ))e  Eskape  wote  .1.  no  socoure 

Sane  only  dej)e  o)>ir  dishonoure 

One  of  ))is  tno  behoue])  me  to  chese 

Bot  naj^eles  jit  hadde  lenere  to  lese 

Mi  lif  ))an  of  my  bodi  to  haue  a  schame 

0]>er  knowe  my  self  fals  o^er  lese  my  name 

And  wij,  my  def  .1.  may  me  quyte  y-wis 

Haj7  ])6re  nouht  mony  a  wif  ar  ]>is 

And  mony  a  maiden  ysleine  hir«  self  alas 

EaJ^er  ^at  wij?  hir^  bodis  done  trespas 

And  certes  lo  J^es  stories  here))  wittenesse 

Whan  .XXX.  tyrantez  ful  of  cursednesse 

Had  sleyne  Phidon  in  Athenes  att  )»e  lest 

Thei  commaunded  his  douhtres  to  arest 

And  bringen  hem  be-fome  him  in  despite 

Al  naked  to  ful-fil  hire  foule  delite 

And  in  here  fstders  blode  ]}e[i]  made  hem  daunce 

Yppon  ]}e  pament  god  jeue  hem  meschaonee 

For  whiche  J^es  woful  maidens  ful  of  drede 

Ea))er  J)an  ]io[i]  wolden  lese  here  maidenhede 

)>ei  pnnely  bene  stert  in-to  a  w^ 

And  dreinte  hem  self  as  ])e  bokes  teH . 

Thei  of  Mesne  lete  e[n]quere  and  seke 

Of  lacedemye  .L  maydens  eke  1380> 
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On  whiche  Jjei  wolden  doile  here  licherye 

Bot  was  J^ere  none  of  al  p&t  co^npanye 

]7at  sche  nas  sleyne  wi])  a  gladd  entent 

And  laj^er  chase  to  deye  ])an  for  to  assent  1384 

To  bien  oppressed^  of  here  maidenhede  [>  fMSotptmmi} 

Whi  schold  .1.  fan  to  deye  buen  in  drede 

V  Lo  eke  J^e  tyrant  Anstoclides 

fat  loued  a  maide  fat  hiht  simphalides  1388 

Whan  fat  hir  fader  sleine  was  on  a  nyht 

Ynto  Dyanes  temple  gof  e  sche  a-none  riht 

And  hent  f  e  ymage  wif  hire  armes  tno 

Fro  whiche  ymage  wold  sche  neuer  goo  1392 

No  wyht  my^t  of  it  hire  hande  race  [leaf  i4»,  buck] 

Til  sche  was  sleine  in  fe  selue  place 

I^owe  sef en  fat  maidens  hadd  suche  despite 

To  bien  defoiiled  wif  mannes  fonle  delite  1396. 

Wele  auht  a  wif  raf  er  her  self  sle 

fat  to  bue  defouled  as  f enkef  me 

That  schal  .1.  seien  of  Asdrubardis  wiff 

fat  att  Cartage  beraft  hir  self  here  liff  1400 

For  whan  sche  sawe  fa  romeine  wanne  f e  toune 

Sche  toke  hir  children  al  and  swep  adoune 

In  to  f  e  fire  and  chase  raf  er  to  deye 

fan  any  Romeyne  did  hire  velanye  1404 

Haf  nouht  Lucres  sleyne  hire  self  alas 

Att  Home  fare  sche  oppressed  was 

Of  Tarquyne  for  hire  f  ouht  it  was  a  schame 

To  lene  whan  fat  sche  had  lost  hire  name  1408. 

The  .viij.  Maidens  of  Milesye  also 

Haue  sleyne  hem  self  for  drede  and  woo 

Bafer  fan  folke  of  Ganle  schold  hem  oppresse 

Mo  fan  a  fousand  stons  as  .1.  gesse  1412 

Couf  e  .L  no  we  teti  as  toucheinge  f  is  matier 

Whan  Abradas  was  sleyne  his  wif  so  dere 

Hire  selfe  slowhe  and  lete  hire  blode  to  glide 

Jn  Abradas  woundes  brode  and  wide  1416 
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And  seide  my  body  att  fe  leste  waye 

Jjar  schal  no  whight  defoule  it  if  )»at  .1.  maie 

What  Behold  .1.  mo  ensamples  here  of  sayne        •     ■ 

Sejen  fat  so  many  haue  hem  selfe  slayne  .     -  1420 

Wele  rajjer  fan  pel  wolde  defouled  be 

.1.  wil  conclude  what  is  best  for  me 

[To  sle  my  self"  thanne  be  defoulid  thus  f^***- ''»«.  let^fisi. 

I  wpl  be  trewe  vn-to  Arueragus]  'Chil^^Lt^i^ 

Oj)ir  rather  sle  my  self  in  sum  manere      ^^  ^^'^ 

Aa  did  Demonycious  doubter  dere 

Because  fat  sche  nold  nouht  defouled  be 

0  cedasus .  it  is  ful  grete  pite  1428 

To  reden  howe  fin  doiihtern  deyden  alas 

fat  sloirvhe  hem  self  for  suche  a  maner  cas 

As  grete  pite  was  it  *  or  more 

Theban  Maiden  fat  fo[r]  Xichasor  1432 

pur  seluen  slowgh  right  for  swich  manere  wo  C^^^-  "W^.  (^wi. 

*•  o         o  "^^    Jj»  iTor/.  7388,  ^85, 

An  othir  theban  mayde  dede  rigftt  so]  ^*; ^mle^m. 

Hire  had  wedded  and  dressed        [spurious]  SsT"'  '"^  '"^ 
For  one  of  Macedoyne  had  hire  oppressed  1435 

What  schap]  .1  seie  of  Mchostratifs  wif 
fat  for  suche  caas  beraft  hire  self  hir  lif 
Howe  trew  was  eke  to  Alcebiades  n«ftf  i5o] 

His  loue  fat  fop]  to  deyen  chese  1440 

Then  for  to  suiSren  his  body  vmbreide  be 
Lo  whiche  a  wif  was  Alcestem  ({uod  sche 
What  Emore  of  good  Penolope 

Al^grece  knowef  of  her  chastitee  1444 

Parde  of  Leodomya  is  wreten  f  us 
Thate  whan  att  troye  was  slayne  protheselayus 
Ko  longer  wolde  sche  leue  after  his  daye 
•fe  same  of  noble  Porcia  tel  .1.  miaie  1448 

Wif-outen  brutus  couf  sche  nouht  leue 
To  whome  he  had  al  hole  hir  herte  .yjeue 
The  parfjrte  wyfhode  of  Arthemesye 
Honouryd  is  furhe  al  fe  barbeiye  1452 
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0  Teuta  queene  in  ]>ine  wiflj  chajBtite 

To  al  wyres  male  a  merrour  be 

[    ...    no  gap  in  the  MS :  these  lines 

.    •     .     .        knovm  only  in  EUesmere  MSi]  1456 

Thus  pleyned  doiigen  a  day  or  tueye  i 

Purposed  euere  Jat  sclie  wolde  deye  ; 

IF  £ot  Na|»ele8  on  jye  )>redde  nykt 

Home  cam  Arueragus  ]}e  wor)>i  knyht  1460  ! 

And  axed  hue  whi  ))at  sclie  wepped  so  sore 

And  sche  gan  wepen  euere  ^e  longere  more 

Alas  quod  soke  J^at  eu^r  was  .1.  borne 

Thus  haue  .L  seide  qt^d  scho  ])us  haue  .1.  swome      1464 

.L  tolde  him  al  as  ^e  haue  herde  before 

.It  nede^  nouht  to  rehersen  it  no  more 

This  husbonde  wi)>  glad  chere  in  sondre  wise 

Anseward  and  seide  as  .L  schal  ^owe  deuyse  1468 

Es  ]}er  ouht  elles  dorigen  bot  )>is 

Kay  naye  quc;d  sche  god  helpe  me  so  as  wis 

This  IB  to  meche  *  and  it  were  goddes  witt 

je  wife  quod  he  lat  slepe  ))at  is  stili  1472 

It  maie  be  wele  ^it  perauentur  to  seie 

Sche  schol  joure  trou])e  holden  be  my  faie 

For  god  so  wisly  helpe  me 

.1.  hadde  well  leuer  ystiked  for  to  be  1476 

For  Yerrei  loue  whiche  ^t  .1.  to  joue  haue 

Bot  if  je  scholde  joure  trou]>e  saue 

Trou])e  is  )?e  hiest  ^inge  )?at  man  maie  kepe 

Bot  wij)  fat  worde  he  brast  anone  to  wepe  1^0 

And  seide  .1.  joue  for-bede  vpon  peyne  of  dejjo 

)?at  neuer  whiles  ^e  last  lif  ne  bre)>e . 

Til  no  wihte  telle  ho  we  )?at  J^is  matier  [iMfiso^iMok] 

As  .1.  maye  kepe  J.  wil  me  wo  endure  1484 

Ne  make  no  countenance  of  heuynesse 

])at  folko  of  jowe  maie  deme  harme  or  gesse 

And  for))e  he  cleped  a  swyer  and  a  maide 

Go))e  for]>e  anone  wi]i  Dorogen  he  saide  1483 
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And  brmge))e  hir  to  suche  a  place  anone 

pei  toke  her  leue  and  on  ])eire  wei  pel  gone 

Bot  pel  ne  wist  whie  sche  ]}eder6  went 

He  nold  no  wbiht  telle  hire  entent        .  1492 

[ZTke$t  Uru$  knoum  oniif 
im  the  BUe$nur«  ItJS.^ 


1496 


no  gap  in  the  MS,^ 

This  Swyere  whiche  ])at  hiht  Aurelius 

On  dorigen  whiche  p&i  was  so  amerous  1500 

Of  aduenture  happed  .  hire  to  mete 

A-mydde  fe  tonne  riht  in  ]>e  quek  strete 

As  sche  was  boune  to  gone  pe  waie  for])  riht 

To-warde  pete  as  sche  had  hiht  1504 

And  he  was  to  pe  Gardeine  ward  also 

For  wele  he  spiede  whan  sche  wold  go 

Owte  of  hire  hous  to  any  maner  place 

Bot  pUB  )?ei  mette  of  aduenture  or  of  grace  1508 

And  he  saluyd  hire  mp  glad  entente 

And  axed  of  hire  wheder  J^at  sche  wente 

And  sche  ansewarde  half  as  sche  was  madde 

[Ynto  the  gardyfi  as  my  husbonde  bad]    csbMiieiass,  (faos,  bX] 

My  trouj^e  for  to  holde  alas  alas 

Aurelius  gan  wonder  of  pia  caas 

And  in  his  hert  had  grete  compassione 

Of  hire  and  of  hire  lamentacione  1516 

And  of  Amaragus  pe  woTpi  knyht 

]»at  bad  hire  holde  al  )>at  sche  hiht 

So  loJ)e  he  was  his  wif  schold  breke  hir  trou]>e 

And  in  his  herte  he  kest  of  ^is  grete  rou)>e  1520 

Gonsideringe  J^e  beste  on  euery  side 

)»at  fro  his  luste  were  him  better  abide 

^an  done  so  hihe  a  cherles  wrechednesse 

Ajeines  ffraunchis  and  ajeynes  al  gentillesse  1524 

LANSDOWNB  878   (6-T.  528) 


SIX-TEXT  523 

.  QEOUP  F.  §  4.  FRANKLiN^s  TALE.  LaDsdowne  MS. 

« 

For  whiclie  in  fewe  wordes  seide  he  pus 

Madame  seipe  to  ^oure  lorde  Ameragiis 

pat  sepin  .1.  see  pis  grete  geutillesse 

To  90 we .  and  ek^  .1.  see  wele  ^oure  destresse  1528 

pan  je  to  me  pus  scliolde  breke  30ure  troupe  1530 

Sertes  me  pinkep  it  were  riht  grete  roupe     \spurioiiJi  1529] 

.1.  haue  wele  leuer  euer  to  suffre  woo  Derfisi] 

Then  .1.  departe  pe  loue  be-tuex  jow  tuoo  1532 

.1.  30we  reles  ma  dame  in  to  joure  honde 

Quyte  euery  surement  and  euery  bonde 

pat  30  haue  maade  to  me  as  here  be-forne 

Sepynd  pilke  time  pat  ^e  were  borne  1536 

My  troupe  .1.  plihte  .1.  schal  30 we  neuer  repreue 

Of  no  by-heste  and  here  .1.  take  my  leue 

As  of  pe  ti*ewest  and  pe  best  wif 

pat  euere  3it  knewe  .1.  in  al  my  lyf  1540 

Bot  QMer  y  wyht  be  war  of  hire  behest 

On  dorigen  remembrep  att  pe  lest 

pus  can  a  swyer  done  a  gentil  dede 

As  wele  as  kan  a  knyht  wip  outen  drede  1544 

Sche  f  onke  him  vppon  hire  knees  al  bare 

And  home  vnto  hire  housebonde  is  sche  fare 

And  told  him  aH  30  haue  herde  me  seide 

And  be  36  seker  he  was  so  wele  apaide  1548 

pat  it  were  impossible  to  write 

What  schold  .1.  longer  of  pis  cas  endite 

Arueragus  and  Dorigene  his  wif 

In  seuereigne  blisse  leden  forpe  here  lyfe  1552 

Neuer  eft  ne  was  pere  anger  hem  be-twene 

He  chirisep  hire  as  pouhe  sche  where  a  quene 

And  sche  was  to  him  treue  for  euer  more  1555 

Aurelius  pat  his  cost  hape  Al  forlore  1557 

Cursep  pe  time  pat  euer  he  was  borne  1558 

For  certes  he  seip  ,1.  am  for-lorue  [gpurious] 

Alas  qt/od  he  alas  pat  I  be-hiht 

0  pured  gold  .a.  pousand  pou[n]de  of  wyht  1560 

LA.NSDOWNE  374  (6-T.  628) 
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SIX-TEXT   524 

GROUP  F.  §  4.  franklin's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Vn-to  jjia  Philofre  howe  schal  .1.  do 

.L  se  no  more  bot.fat  .1.  am  for-do  . 

My  lie  heritage  most  .1.  nodes  sell: 

And  buen  a  begger  here  may  J.  no  longer  dweH         1564 

And  scbamen  al  ])is  kinrede  in  ])is  place 

Bot  .1.  of  him  maie  gette  fe  better  grace 

[But  netheles  I  wolle  of  him  assay        ^\  '^»  ^"^ffi^- *• 

^  "^  Also  iu  Reg.  17  D 16, 

At  Certeyne  yeem  anci  dayes  to  pay]    Jq^l^g;  "5?,,^-^,^^^ 

.1.  wil  fonke  him  of  his  grete  curtesie  ^^'  ^^^'  *^*-^ 

Myne  trouj^e  wil  .1.  kepe  .1.  wil  nouht  lye 

Wijj  hert  sore  he  gofe  vnto  his  cofre 

And  brouht  golde  vnto  his  philosofre  1572 

The  valewe  of  .vj.^  pounde  .1.  gesse 

And  him  beseche])  of  his  gentillesse 

To  grannt  him  daies  of  ])e  remenant  [leansi,  back} 

And  maistere  .1.  dare  wele  make  auaunt  1576 

.1.  failed  neuer  my  trouj^e  as  ^ite 

For  seknrly  my  dettes  schal  .1.  quyte 

To-warde  ^owe  howe  euer  fat  .1.  fare 

To  gone  abigged  in  my  kirtel  bare  1580 

]3ot  wold  36  vouche  sauf  vpon  suyrte 

Two  jere  ofer  pre  te  respite  me 

Then  ware  .1.  wele  for  elles  most .  I  sell 

Myne  heritage  pei  nys  no  more  to  teH  1584 

Thi[8]  philosophre  soburly  ansewerd 

And  seid  pua  whan  he  ]7cs  wordes  herde 

Haue  .1.  nouht  holden  couenant  vnto  pe 

jis  certes  wele  and  treuly  quod  he  1588 

Hast  fou  not  had  fi  lady  as  fe  lykef 

No  no  quod  he  and  sorwfully  he  Bikep 

Whatt  was  pe  cause  tel  me  if  pon  can 

Aurelius  his  tale  a-none  be-gan  1592 

And  tolde  him  al  as  36  han  herde  be-fore 

It  nede])  nouht  to  reherscn  no  more 

[He  seide  Ameragus/  of  gentilnesse .     ^*;  ""^/fj^^j^gj^ 

Had  leuyr/  dye  in  sorow  &  distresse .    J^*;  ^\£^tJ^-  ^'' 

LANSDOWNE  875   (S-T.  624) 


SIX-TEXT  525 

OAOup  F.  §  4.  fbanklin'b  tale.  Lansdowne  MS, 

Than  his/ wif  were  of  hir/trouthofals/.    g^^I^,  fo^ral^j 

The  sorow  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  hym  als/ . 

How  loth  hir/  was/  to  ben  a  wickid  wif . 

And  that  sche  leuyr/  had  that  day  lost  hir/  lif .  1600 

And  that  hir/  trouthe  sche  swore^  thorogh  ynnocence . 

Sche  neuyr/  erst/  herd  speke  of  apparence]     [HImL  «rtr.  MMft] 

And  riht  a£  firely  as  he  sent  hire  to  me  1604 

])at  maad  me  haue  of  hire  so  grete  pite  1603 

As  frely  sent  .1.  hira  to  hime  a^eine 

This  is  al  and  somme  jtere  nys  no  more  to  seine 

This  philofre  Ansewerde  lene  bro^ere 

Euer-iche  of  ^owe  ded  gentlyche  to  o])ere  160S 

povL  ert  a  swyere  ajid  he  is  a  knyht 

Bot  god  for-bede  for  his  blisful  myht 

Bot  if  a  clerke  cou])e  do  as  gentil  a  dede 

As  wele  as  any  of  ^owe  it  is  no  drede  1612 

Sire  .1.  reles  fe  pi  ]}OTisand  pounde 

As  J)ou  riht  nowe  were  crepe  out  of  J»e  grounde 

^e  neuere  or  nowe  ne  haddest  knowe  me 

For  sir  .1.  wil  noa3t  take  a  peny  of  ^e  1616 

Por  al  my  craft  ne  nou^t  for  my  trauaile 

Jjou  haste  y-paiede  wele  for  my  vitaUe 

It  is  ynowhe  and  fiire  wele  and  haue  good  dale 

He  toke  his  hors  and  fovpe  he  gojie  his  waie  1620 

//Lordinges  ])is  question  j^an  wald  .L  ax  nowe 

Whyche  was  fe  most  fre  as  )>enke])  jowe 

Kowe  telle])  me  or  ])at  .L  for])e  wende 

.1.  can  no  more  my  tale  is  att  an  endo .  1624 

Explioit  Liber  /  Dwf  lu] 


LaNSDOWNE  876  (6-T.  635) 


XXIII.  O'W  Toxtsof  Chaucer's  Ariii«>r  Poems,  Part  T,  oontaininjr  1.  two  MS  frajrments 
[>i  •  1  ho  Parlament  of  Ironies  ;  '  2.  the  two  ditforing  vtTMons  of '  The  I»roloL'ue 


VYTV    4     ^hirlcv,  Chaucer'H  eon  temporary. 

A.Ai  V.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Ch»iucer*.s  Minor  Poems,  beinff  the  best 


The  issue  for  1872,  in  tile  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaiicor'H  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Xun's  Priest's,  Doctor' «,  Pardoner's 
>yifiM»f  Bath'H,  KHiir'M,  a.Tid   f^umraoner's  Tah's,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from 


F  "^*^  ^  ^A.  Ihti  Wife's,  Friar's,   Suniiuoncr  h,  Monk  s,  and  Nun's  Priest's  TaleH,  from 

Y  vxrTTT  ^^*^  Henywrt  :MS,  >vitli  2;J  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Talen.  (Part  III.> 
AAViu.  Tho  AVitVs  Friar's*,  «in<l  S^immoner's  TuIok,  from  the  Ounbridire  MS, 
'  Y\TV     Y^»»i  9  woodcuts  of  Xiae-Tollors.     (Partly.) 

AAIX.  A  ProatiHe  on  the  AHtrol»i>>e,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowya,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  editea  by  the  Rev.  Walter  \V.  Skeat,  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1873^  in  tUo  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-T(>xt    Canterbury    Tales,   Part  V,  containmg  the  Clerk's  and 
Merchant's  Tales. 


ranklin's  Tale**. 


--0  ».*ri.  i»x   "*Vr*'     .^/y/.*   f  roiu  luu  iiiiru'iun  MS  ^94  J.     Part  I 
Hhown  bv  the  KH^*'^'^^''^  * 


A.  ;  2.  A 
edited  bv 


^^»E    S^^^7  Latm  Trcati.so   ^"'    ^  ^.     »,  ;.  . 

^  3.  A  iVr .  •  X      *T«e  fil<><-i^*>'  ^  ,n,        ^diium  of  Cham-or's  Canterbury 

J'^H  iwC'^'^O- Preface  to  tti^      t  h*^'   ri^'ht  Order  of   the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 

Of  the  a/     "'"'""*'      "•  ^ae   i^or  1869  is, 
.   4-  EarlvJ?"''*^'"'"'  ^^'^'Hoxi,  x.-^V>"rit^''''^''^^^*«S^^'M-re  and  Chaucer, 

•>  out  liupeiess  lore.) 


Of  tlie  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Oriirinal"*  and  Aimlogrucs  of  Homo  of  Cliiuioer's  Canterbury  Talcs,  Part  I.  1.  Tlic 
oriffiual  <.t"  the  Man  of  Law's  Talc  of  Cuustuuco,  from  the  Fi^enrh  Chroniolo  of 
Nich(»la.s  Trivet,  Arumk'l  MS  60,  ab.  13U)  a.d.,  eolhitiNi  with  the  later  ropy,  ab.  1400, 
in  the  Naritmal  Libniry-  at  Stoekliolni;  copied  and  editeil,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr 
Edmund  lin>ek.  2.  The  TaIo  of  "  Merelaus  the  Emperor,"  fronf  the  Early-En}rli>*h 
version  ui  the  (iesfa  Jiouuuforfim  in  Ilarl.  MS  71J;53;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Puris's 
Vita  (>Jf\e  I'n'/ni,  both  stories  ilhistratiu«r  ineidtnts  in  the  Man  of  EawV  Tale.   4.  Two 

Ereuch  Fabliaux  like  the  Hoove's  Tale.     5.  Two  Latin  Stviries  like  the  Friar's  Talc. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is, 

8.  Albertano  of  Preseia's  lihir  CoHsi/ii  et  Coft.sulcfjo/n's,  A.D.  1240  (the  I^tin 
Kouree  of  the  French  ori<;iual  of  Chaucer's  Mtlibt),  edited  from  the  MIS8,  by  l)r 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chancer,  his  AYords  and  Works,  Part  II. :  3.  Jolin  of  Hoveden's 
Pracdaf  /7.i.'i/tdn\  edited  from  the  M.S.  with  a  tninslation,  by  Mr  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer^  u^o  of  the  final  -e,  by  Josei)h  Payne,  Ksq.  o.  Mrs  E.  Barrett -Browning? 
on  Chaucer:  beinir  those  parts  f>f  her  review  of  the  Hook  of  the  Poets,  1842,  which 
relate  to  him  ;  here  repnnted  by  leave  nf  Mr  ll(d)ert  lirowninu".  (i.  Piol'essor 
Bernhard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  CuinpUi/ntv  to  rite. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analoj^ues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  .\lphon- 
»us  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  tlie  Prioress's  TtHe.  7.  How  Reynard  caujfht  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  the  Xfn/\'*-Priisrs  Tffh.  8.  Two  Italian  Stories,  and  a  Lstin 
i)ne,  like  the  Pirdoinr'a  Talr.  9.  The  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
SKinnionrr\s  Tat»\  b<Mnf^  'Li  dis  de  \\\  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  par  Jakes  de  Ba>iw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Latin  Tale  of  Gris<'ldis  (with  B<»ccaccio*s  Story  from  which  it  was  re-teM\ 
rlii.'  original  of  tli(»  Chrk'n  Tnle.  •  1 1.  Five  Veisi»*ns  of  a  Pear-tree  Storj'  like  that  in 
tin;  Mcrrhd Ill's  'Utile.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  origimil 
yA  \\ni.  iSivoittl  Nhii  s  Tali'. 

Among  the  Texts  prepariiii:  are  : — 

Sup]»lcmentary  Canterbury  Talcs:  1.  Th(^  Tale  of  BerATi,  with  a  Pndop-uo  of  the 
merry  Adventurt"  of  tbi;  Pardoner  with  a  Taj)>tcr  at  Canterbury,  re-edited  Ironi  the 
Duke  of  Northumbt.rland's  unifiue  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  F'uruivall.  (The  text  is  all 
printed.)  \1h  the  Prt*g. 

Prof,  li.rnhanl  Ten-P>riTik's  '' Cli;nn'<'r :  Studies  on  the  Ilistoi^-  of  his  Bevel- 
opement,  and  the  Chroiiuloiry  of  his  ^^'ritings"  I'art  I,  transUitinl  by  Miss  Ottilie 
Blind,  and  revin^l  by  the  .lutlior. 

The  Household  bi-.k  t»f  I>abr]la.  wife  of .  Prince  Lionel,  third  s(»n  nf  Edward 
III,  in  whi'  h  the  uume  nf  (JKoi  i  :;.ly  Cn  vi  (  i:u  first  i.c<urs;  edited  from  the  unique 
MS  in  the  l)rifi>li  Mu-eiini,  by  Ivlwiird  A.  lioud,  Lmj.,  Keeiar  of  the  MSS. 

I'^sMiys  i.n  Cli.iu'(r,  P.irt  III.  Ch/nu'cr's  .^<iuire*!?  Tale  tiot  borrowed  from  the 
French  Ri>jiuin'X'  of  Ch'mni'ii.s .-  by  Ilcnry  Xicoi,  K-^q. 

For  IBTr*,  Part  VIII  (»f  tlu^  Six-Text  cditiMn,  c<.ntiiinincr  the  Parson's  Tale,  and 
fi'inpletin^^  the  t'ltiitcrl'iirif  'ides,  is  C''},ied  lor  tlic  Fir.->t  Series.  F\)r  the  Second 
Series,  ♦A  det;ii!ed  Coiopari-i'ii  of  ("Imu'er's  Kiti'jht'-s  Tale  with  the  Ttsride  o-f 
lioecacei,..'  by  Hlnuy  Waiu),  E.-'p,  of  the  Ms  Department  of  the  British  Mu.^^eum, 
is  preparing". 


lir>t  rime,  l.y  MMU^ieur  I'atl  Ml vi;u.     This  will  be  followed  by  sueh  oriinnals  of 
Ch.iucer'.N  ollj<r  works  us  are  known,  but  are  not  of  easy  access  to  Kubseribors. 

M.--srs  rrlibnor  iV'  Co.,  of  .'>7  ^r  .31),  Ludirate  Hill  Ixmdon,  E.C..  are  the  S<.oiety'« 
I»ublishers,  Me»rs  Childs  its  j-rintcrs,  and  the  Alliance  Bank,  Barthoh.nu'w  Lalie, 
L«  ndon,  E.C.,  its  l>ankers.  The  vearlv  suij.scri])tion  is  two  ^niineus,  due  un  everv 
l-t  January,  bejriiinin;^-  with  Jan!  1,  iSG8.  More  Members  arc  Htuited,  '  All  tht 
Suiucfifs  rahUriidoiia  can  still  he  luul. 


t\,i:n'if  s  1  aouradoiiii  can  sttll  (>e  Mul. 

Pn.f.  Child, .  f  Iliirvard  Collep'.  (\'unbnd-e,  Mas^nt  husctts,  i.s  the  Soeif>ty*R  Ilont.r. 
ar\  Secretary  for  A merifn.  M«  tubers'  name.-  and  sul-scriptions  irmy  be  Kunt  to  the 
Publi.shors,  or  lu  the  H..noraiT  Secretary, 

A.  G.  SNELGROVE,  Esq., 

lomlou  Ilosjiitai,  Loudon,  K 
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To  do  honour  to.CHArcER,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  frtudonfa*  of  him  sec  how  far  the 
best  unprinted  Manuscriptn  of  his  works  differ  from  the  printod  toxts,  this  Society  i.'» 
founded.  There  are  manj*  questions  of  metre,  pronimciation,  orthojrniphy,  and  c'tv- 
molo^'  yet  to  bo  settled,  for  which  more  printjs  of  Manuscripts  are  wauttMi,  and  it  "i:* 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  line  of  Chauwr  otrntaim*  point,s  that  need  rec4>n- 
Ridoration.  The  founder's  proposal  is  to  boffin  'with  T?te  Conterhwy  lalts^  and  jrivt- 
of  them  (in  parallel  colunms  in  Royal  4to)  six  of  the  best  unprintotl  Manu^^cripts 
known.     Inasmuch  also  as  the  panllel  arranjrement  will  neccsHitatc  the  altorntion  ut 


.secure  all  the  existing-  evidence  for  the  tnu^  text. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  unifonn  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Fnmivall  will 
read  all  with  their  MSS. 

The  Society's  pubUa\tions  are  issued  in  two  Serie-?,  of  which  tlio  first  contains  the- 
diffei-ent  text.s  of  Chaucer* s  works;  and  the  Soctmd,  such  orijrinals  of,  and  essjws  *vn 
these  as  can  bo  procured,  with  other  illustrntivo  tix^atises,  and  Supploinentarv-  T»k 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

L  The  Prologrue  and  Knijcht's  Tale,  of  the  Cjinterhnry  Tales  in  R  T«r«ll..! 
Texts  (fn>m  the  6  MSS  named  bc^ow),  toother  wiX  Tabhi/rhlC  ' 
Grouixj  of  the  lak^  and  their  varj-na^  onler  m  38  MSS  of  the  Talt^t  and 
m  o  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Spec-iniens  fixmi  several  M^<^  nf  t>u 
*' Moveable  Prolo^es'^  of  tlio  Canterbury  Tales,— ThV  Sbixl^ii^^ 
and  Fmnklin's  P^3logue,-when  mo ved'frxmi  their  ri^&^^ 
Substitutes  for  them.     (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.)  ^      places,  and  ot  tlii- 

IT.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Ellesniere    MS 

„     Honpvrt        „"'  154 

„     V;anibnde©     „     Op.  4.  27 

„     ^orpus  Oxford 

(sepan\te  is.suo«  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six^^^'^i^'.;^^.^^ 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
VIII.  Tlio  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Talc^  :    Kll(.j4„j^^  ^j^jg 
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GROUP  G.    FRAGMENT  VIII. 

§  1.    THE  SECOND  NUN'S  TALE 
IiAHSDOWHE  MS. 


\THE  PROJt:M.] 

Inoipit  prologue .  2!  Monyalys      a«f  »s] 

(1) 

THe  Ministre  of  pe  Norice  vn-to  vices  I 

Whiche  ^t  men  clepen  in  englisslie  ydelnesse 
The  porter  of  ye  gate  is  of  delices 

To  eschiewe .  And  bu  hir  contrarie  hire  oppresae  4 

That  IB  to  Beine  be  lefiil  besinesse 
Wele  ouhte  we  to  done  oure  entent 
Lest  )»at  ye  fende  ^rohe  .Idelnesse  vs  schent  7 

(2) 
IT  For  he  ^t  wi]y  his  J^ouuand  cordes  slyje  8 

Contenuely  vs  wayte])  to  be-clappe 
Whan  he  maie  man  in  Idelnesse  aspire 
He  can  so  lihtly  cache  him  in  his  trappe  11 

Til  ^t  a  man  be  hente  riht  be  ye  lappe 
He  is  not  waree  ^e  fende  haj^e  him  in  honde 
Wele  ouhte  vs  werche  and  ydelnesse  wiy  stonde  14 

(3) 

IT  And  Jyoohe  men  dradden  neuer  for  to  deye  15 

3it  seen  men  wele  be  reson  douteles 

^at  ydelnesse  is  rotin  slogardye 

Of  ^ere  comey  neuere  none  encrese  18 

And  se])ens  y&t  sloa])e  hir  halde^  in  a  lese 

Onely  to  slepe  and  for  to  ete  atui  drinke 

And  to  deuowren  al  yai  oyer  swynke  21 
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(4) 
IT  And  for  to  putt  ys  fro  suche  Idelnesse  22 

]»at  cause  is  of  ^  grete  confusione 
.1.  haue  heie  done  mj  feipeivl  besinesse 
After  ye  legent  in  translacione  25 

Bilit  of  ye  glorious  lif  and  passione 
^u  witA  ^i  garlonde  wrouht  wi^  rosus  and  lylie 
The  mene  .L  a  maide  and  Martire  seint  Cecile  28 

(6) 
IT  And  ]k)u  y&t  floure  of  yiigines  art  al  29 

Of  whome  ^t  Bemarde  lust  so  wele  to  write 
To  ^e  att  my  begynynge  first  .L  caB. 
you  comfort  of  yb  wreches  do  me  endite  32 

yi  maydens  de^  y&t  was  J^oruhe  hir  merite 
ye  etemale  lif  and  of  ye  fende  victorie 
As  men  maie  after  reden  in  hir  storie  35 

(6) 
IT  Thou  maiden  and  moder  douhte  of  yi  sonne  36 

Thon  w^  of  Mercy  sinful  soules  cure 
In  whome  ^at  god  for  bounte  chees  to  wonne 
^u  humble  and  hihe  ouer  eu^ry  creature  39 

Jyat  no  desdeyne  ye  Maker  had  of  kinde 
you  noblest  so  fere  oure  nature 
His  Sonne  in  blode  and  flessche  to  clo|>e  and  winde  BfSli^^ 

(7) 

IT  Wi]hinne  ^e  cloister  blisful  of  j^i  sides  43 

Toke  mannes  schap  eteme  lone  and  pees 

yat  of  ^e  trine  compas  lorde  and  gide  es 

Whome  heuen  and  see  and  er])e  out  reles  46 

Ay  herien  .  and  you  virgine  wemles 

Bare  of  yine  body  and  dueldist  maide  pure 

The  creatore  of  euerj  creature  49 
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(8) 
IT  Assembled  is  in  ^e  magnificence  50 

Vfith  meicy  goodnesse  and  wi]y  suche  pite 
]yat  ^on  eit  )^  sonne  of  excellence 

^oaHt  only  lielpest  hem  j^at  preyen  fe  58 

But  oft  time  of  pi  benignite 
Ful  fiely  er  ^t  men  pin  helpe  beseche 
povL  goat  be-fome  and  ert  her  lyues  leche  56 

(9) 

IT  No  we  help  po\i  meke  and  blisfol  faire  maid  57 

Me  flemed  wriche  in  ^is  desert  of  gal 

penke  on  pQ  wo9?iman  Canan  J^at  seide 

]»at  whelpes  eten  somme  of  pe  crommes  al  60 

]»at  from  her  lordes  table  buen  yfal  * 

And  ]K)uhe  ])at  .1.  pe  Ynwor])e  doubter  of  Eue 

Be  synfiil  jit  accept  my  be-leue  63 

(10) 

IT  And  for  J^at  fei^  is  dede  wij^outen  werkes  64. 

So  for  to  worchene  jeue  me  witte  and  space 

)»at  .1.  be  qwyte  frome  pe  place  ^at  most  derke  is 

0  ))ou  ]>at  art  so  faire  and  so  ful  of  grace  67 

Be  myne  aduocate  in  so  hihe  a  place 

There  as  wi]y  outen  eende  is  songe  Osanna 

Thou  cristes  moder  and  doubter  of  Anna  70 

(11) 

V  And  of  ^ine  lyht  ))ou  graunt  my  self  haue  parte  71 

))at  triblide  iahepe  cogitacione 

[Of  my  body  /  and  also  by  pe  weyght  cStti.7BSS,  ifm,bk,eoi.i2 

Of  erthely  lust  and  fals  effeccion)]  74 

0  heuen  o  refute  o  saluacione 

Of  hem  ^at  buen  in  sorwe  afid  destresse 

K'owe  helpe  for  vnto  my  werke  .L  ynl  me  rcdresse         77 
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(12) 

IT  ^et  praie  .1.  ^owe  paX  leden  p&t  .L  write  78 

For-jeue])  me  p&t  .1.  do  no  diligence 

pia  like  stone  subtely  to  endjte 

For  bo])e  liaue  .1.  pe  woides  and  pQ  sentence  81 

Of  liem  ])at  att  pe  seintes  leuerence 

pe  stori  wrote  and  folowen  here  legende 

And  praien  ^owe  ])at  30  woH  my  werk  amende  8i 

(13)  [THE  TALE.] 

IT  fi&rste  will  .1.  30 we  pe  name  of  sein  Cedle  85 

Expounde  as  men  male  in  here  stories  see  P«f  154] 

It  is  to  seyen  on  EngHsshe  heuenes  lylye 

For  pure  chastenesse  of  virginitee  88 

Oper  for  sche  witnesse  hadde  of  honesto 

Of  grene  of  conscience  and  of  good  fame 

The  swete  sauoore  lylye  was  hir  name  91 

(14) 

OperQ  Cecely .  is  to  seie  pe  waie  to  blinde  92 

For  sche  ensample  was  be  gode  techeinge 

Or  elles  Cicily  is  as  .1.  writen  fyude 

Is  loyned  be  a  maner  conioyneinge  95 

Of  heuen  and  lya .  and  hire  in  fygureiuge 

pe  heuen  is  sette  for  ])ouht  of  holynesse 

And  lya  for  hire  lasteinge  besinesse  98 

(15) 

Cecile  eke  mai  be  seide  in  ])is  manere  99 

Wanteynge  of  blindenesse  for  hire  greto  liht 

Of  Sapiens  and  for  hire  Jjewes  clere 

Or  elles  lo  pia  maydens  name  briht  102 

[Off  heuen  and  leos  eommy\^  ffor  which  bi  riht]  ^^f^J^^* 

Men  myht  pe  heuen  of  pe  peple  hir  catt 

Ensample  of  goode  and  wise  werkes  aH  105 
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(16) 
For  leos  peple  in  ynglissle  is  to  seie  106 

And  liht  as  men  may  in  pia  heuen  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  pe  sterres  euery  woyc 
Eiht  so  gostly  in  ^is  may  den  fre  109 

Seyen  pe  iaipe  of  Mauilicence 
And  eke  of  liel])e  and  of  sapiens 
And  sondre  werkes  biiht  of  excellence  112 

(17) 
An[d]  liht  as  pe&  philosofeis  write  113 

^t  heuen  is  swift  rounde  and  berneinge 
Kiht  so  was  faire  Cecile  pe  white 

Fill  s  weft  and  besi  euer  in  good  workinge  116 

And  rounde  and  hole  in  goode  pe^'seueringe 
And  bernede  eu^  in  charite  liht 
Nowe  haue  .1.  declared  30W  what  sche  hiht  119 

Explicit  VrologUM    Inoipit  fabnla. 


(18) 

This  maiden  hiht  Cecile  as  hire  lif  sei])e  120 

I  Was  comen  of  Romeyns  and  of  noble  kinde 
And  so  foTpQ  fostred  yp  in  pe  feij^e 
Of  Crist  and  bare  his  gospett  in  hir  mynde       123 
Sche  neuer  cesede  as  .1.  wreten  finde 
Of  hire  praier  and  god  to  lone  and  drede 
Besecheinge  him  to  kepe  hire  Maidenhede  126 

(19) 
And  whan  piB  maiden  scholde  vnto  a  man  127 

Iwedded  be  ^at  was  fill  3onge  of  Age  [iMf  iss,  baek] 

Whiche  fat  ycleped  was  Waleriane 

And  pe  daie  was  commen  of  his  Mariage  130 

Sche  fel  deuoute  and  homble  in  hire  Corage 
Ynder  hire  robe  of  golde  ])at  satte  ful  faire 
And  next  hire  flesche  yclad  hire  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 

V  And  while  ^e  orgen' maden  melodie  134 

To  god  alone  fua  in  hert  songe  sclie 

0  lorde  my  soule  and  eke  my  bode  gie 

Yu warned  lest  pat  .1.  confounded  be  137 

And  for  his  loue  pat  deled  ypon  a  tree 

Euery  secunde  or  pe  pied  dale  sche  fast 

Ale  biddi[n]ge  in  hir  orisons  ful  fast  140 

(21) 

IF  The  nyht  came  and  to  bed  sche  most  gone  141 

Wi]?  hire  husbond  as  often  is  pe  manere 

And  pn'uely  sche  seide  anone 

O  swete  and  wel  be-loued  spouse  dere  144 

per  is  a  counsel  and  ^e  wold  it  here 

Whiche  ])at  riht  feine  .1.  wil  vnto  seine 

So  ])at  je  me  assured  it  nou^t  to  be-wreine  147 

(22) 

K  Valerian  gan  fast  yn  to  hir  swere  1 48 

pat  for  no  caas  ne  ^inge  ^at  miht  be 

He  scholde  for  no])inge  neuero  be-wrien  hire 

And  ^ann  att  erst  vnto  him  ^us  seid  sche  151 

.1.  haue  an  Angel  whiche  ])at  loue})  me 

^at  vnp  grete  loue  whe])er  so  y  wake  or  slepe 

Is  rede  ay  my  bode  for  to  kepe  154 

(23) 

//  And  3if  ]»at  he  may  felen  oute  of  drede  155 

[That  ye  me  touche  or  love  in  vilonye  pbri.  tbss,  Utif97,  col.  2] 

He  ly^t  a-non)  wol  slee  you  -with  pe  dede 

And  in  your  thought  pna  schulle  ye  dye  158 

Anci  yf  ye  me  in  clennes  gy] 

He  wolde  jowe  loue  as  me  for  ^oure  clennesse 

And  sche  wen  ^owe  of  his  ioye  and  his  brihtnesse  161 
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(24) 

IT  Yalerian  correctid  as  god  wolde  162 

Ansewerd  a^eine  if  .1.  schal  tniste  to  pe 

Latt  me  ^t  Angel  see  and  him  be-holde 

And  if  pAt  it  a  verraie  Angel  be  16.5 

pBH  wil  .1.  done  as  ])on  liast  preide  me 

And  if  j^ou  lone  a  noj^ere  man  for  aope 

Eiht  wi^  piB  swerde  .1.  wil  sle  ^owe  hope  168 

(25) 

IT  CecUe  ansewerd  anone  in  pia  wis  169 

If  ])at  jowe  lust  p&t  Angel  schal  ^e  see 

So  ])at  3e  trowe  on  criste  and  jowe  baptize 

Go^e  for])e  to  via  apia  quod  sche  172 

That  frome  pia  toune  ne  stant  bot  miles  ])ree 

And  to  pe  pouer  folkes  ]»at  pare  duelle  OcAf  1543 

Sei  hem  nht  pus  as  ])at  .L  schal  3owe  telle  175 

(26) 

IT  Tel  hem  .  pai  .1.  Cecile  jowe  to  hem  sent  176 

To  schewen  ^owe  |^e  good  vrbane  pe  oolde 

For  secre  nedes  and  for  good  entent 

And  whan  ]}at  36  seint  vrban  haue  be-holde  179 

Tel  him  pe  wordes  whiche  pst  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

And  whan  ^at  he  ha])  purged  30we  fro  sinne 

Than  schal  3e  se  ]?at  angel  ar  je  twinne  182 

(27) 

IT  Valerian  is  to  Jat  place  y-goon  183 

And  riht  as  him  was  tauht  be  his  lerenynge 

He  fonde  pia  holy  Yrban  anone 

Amonge  pe  seintes  buriels  lotiynge.  186 

And  he  anone  wi])-outen  tariynge 

Did  his  Message  and  whan  ]7at  he  hadde  tolde 

Vrban  for  loye  gan  his  hondes  vpholde  189 
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(28) 

The  teies  from  his  yen  lete  lie  fi^  190 

Alnuhti  god  o  ihegu.  Crist  quod  he 

Sewere  of  Chaste  couiiseil .  and  herde  of  vs  ait 

The  fruyte  of  J^ilke  seed  of  chastite  193 

fst  poll  hast  sowe  in  Cecile  take  to  j?e 

Loo  ylike  abuse  bee  wip  oute  gile 

^e  s^rae^  aye  pin  owen  J^ral  Cecile  196 

(29) 

%  For  ])ilke  spouse  p&t  sche  toke  bot  nowe  197 

Ful  like  a  fers  lyon  sche  sende])  here 

As  meeke  as  any  lombe  was  to  ^owe 

And  wi]^  ])at  worde  anone  ])er  gan  apere  200 

And  old  man  clad  wi]y  white  elopes  clere 

And  had  a  booke  wi])  lettrea  of  gold  in  honde 

And  gan  befome  Valerian  stonde  203 

(30) 

IT  Valerian  as  dede  fel  doune  for  drede  204 

When  he  him  saughe  and  him  vp  hent  ])oo 

And  on  his  booke  riht  ])us  he  gan  to  rede 

0  lorde  .o.  feife  .o.  god  wij  owten  mo  207 

Of  Cristendome  and  fader  of  ali  also 

Aboue  att  and  ouer  al  euery  where 

fis  wordes  al  wij  golds  wreten  were  210 

(31) 

IT  Whan  pia  was  radde  ]yan  seide  J^is  olde  man  211 

Leuest  ^ou  pia  ]>inge  or  no  sey  ^e  or  naye 

.1.  leue  al  pla  })iuge  i  [qtM>d  valerian)   [Haa  7S88,  {f87,  bk,  eol.  i] 

ffor  sother  thing]  ])an  ])is  .1.  dare  wcle  saye  214 

Vnder  pe  heuen  no  whiht  ne  J)enke  maye 

Tho  yanysched  pe  olde  man  he  nyste  wher 

An  pope  Vrbane  him  cristene  riht  pere  o»»tiu,\mA'i 
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(32) 

Valerian  go^  home  and  sein  Cecile  218 

IT  Wi]>-inne  his  chambur  he  sauhe  an  Aiingel  stande 

))is  Aungel  hadde  of  Hoses  and  of  lyle 

Corons  tuo  whiche  he  bare  in  hande  221 

And  first  to  Cecile  as  J.  vnderstande 

He  ^af  ))at  one  and  after  gan  he  take 

))e  tother  to  Valerian  hire  make  224 

(33) 

IF  WiJ»  body  clene  and  vnwewmed  ^onht  225 

Kepe  ay  wole  ))is  Corounes  q^^  he 

Frome  paradise  to  jowe'hane  .1.  hem  brouht 

Ke  neuer  more  schoH  ]^i  roten  be  228 

Ke  lese  her  swete  sauore  tmste))  me 

Ke  nener  whight  schal  seen  hem  wi))  his  ey^e 

Bot  he  be  chaste  and  hate  yelanye  231 

(34) 

If  And  ^u  wcderian  for  ))ou  sone  232 

Assentest  to  good  counsel  alsoo 

Sey  what  fe  lust  and  foil  schalt  haue  ))i  bone 

.1.  haue  a  bro))er  qi^  valerian  )yoo  235 

))at  in  ))iB  werd  .1.  loue  no  man  soo 

.1.  pnde  30we  )yat  my  bro))er  maie  haue  grace 

To  knowe  ))e  trou)ye  as  .1.  do  in  pia  place  238 

(35) 

If  The  Angel  ansewarde  god  Ijkep  ^oure  request  239 

And  bo])e  wi)»  fe  pame  of  Marterdome 

3e  schol  com  vnto  pe  blisful  feste 

And  wij>  ^at  worde  Tiburce  his  broker  come  242 

And  whan  ^at  he  sauoure  vnder  nome 

Wi^  ])at  ^  roses  and  pe  lyles  Caste 

Wip  inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wonder  fast  245 
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(36) 

IT  And  seide  in  pis  time  .1.  wonder  of  pe  ^ere  246 

Wliens  ])is  suote  sauoi^r  come)y  so 

And  Eoses  and  lilys  it  .1.  smeH  here 

For  l^ouhe  .1.  had  hem  in  myn  hondes  tuo  249 

The  sauoure  in  me  myht  no  depper  go 

The  Bwete  smel  it  in  myne  here  J.  finde 

Ha^e  chauTzged  me  al  in  ano^r  kinde  252 

(37) 

IT  Valerian  seide  tuo  corounes  haue  we  253 

Snowe  white  and  rose  rede  pst  schyne}^  clere 

Whiche  ])at  pine  yen  haue  no  myhl  to  se 

And  as  )you  smellest  hem  J^oruhe  my  preiere  256 

So  schalt  ])ou  seen  leue  bro)yer  dere 

If  it  so  be  p&t  wolte  wi)y  oute  slou]>e 

Beleue  a  riht  and  knowe  verrei  trou))e         Deaf  i96]  259 

(38) 

Tihurce  answerd  saist  pon  pus  to  me  260 

In  soj^enesse  or  in  dremes  herken  36  ))is 

In  dreme  quod  Yaleiian  han  we  hue 

Vnto  pia  time  myn  brofer  ywisse  263 

Bot  nowe  att  erst  oure  trou])e  dwellyngis 

How  woost  ^u  quod  Tiburs  and  in  what  wise 

Quod  Valerian  ])at  .1.  schal  deuise  266 

(39) 

IT  The  Aungel  of  god  hafe  me  trewj)  ytauht  267 

Whiche  ])at  ])0u  schalt  seen  if  )^at  ^ou  wolte  reneye 

pe  ydoles  and  be  clene  and  elles  nouht 

And  of  pe  miracles  of  ))es  corounes  tueye  270 

Seint  Ambrose  in  his  preface  lust  to  seie 

Solempnely  ])is  noble  doctor  dere 

m 

Commende}^  it  and  sei))  in  ])is  manere  273 
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(40) 

If  The  palme  of  marteidome  for  to  receyue  274 

Sein  Cecile  fulfild  of  goddes  ^ift 

pe  werlde  and  eke  here  Chambre .  gan  ache  weyne 

Wittnesso  Tibnice  and  Cecilez  schrift  277 

To  whiche  god  of  his  bounte  wolde  schift 

CoTOunes  tuo  of  floores  wele  smellynge 

And  maade  ])e  Angel  hem  pe  Corounes  bringe  280 

(41) 

If  The  maide  h&p  brouhte  pes  men  to  blisse  a-boue        281 

The  werlde  ha))  wiste  what  it  was  wor])e  certeyne 

Deuocione  of  chastite  to  loue 

Tho  schewde  him  open  and  pleine  284 

^t  al  ydoles  nys  but  ]>inge  in  veine 

For  pel  bn  domme  and  perto  ))ei  bue  def 

And  charged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  lef  287 

(42) 

If  Who  ])at  pia  troue))  nouht  a  beste  he  is  288 

Qjii)d  ^  Tyburce  if  )yat  .1.  schal  nouht  lye 

Sche  gan  ^an  kisse  his  breste  and  pat  herd  ^is 

And  was  ful  glad  he  cou^e  trouthe  aspye  291 

pw  dale  .1.  take  pe  for  myne  a-lye 

Seide  pia  blisful  maide  faire  and  dere 

For  affter  ])at  sche  seide  as  ^e  maye  here  294 

(43) 

^  Lo .  Eiht  so  as  ^e  loue  of  crist  quod  sche  295 

Maad  me  ]>i  brokers  wif  riht  in  )yat  wyse 

Anone  for  myne  Allye  here  take  .1.  ^e 

Se])ens  pat  ])ou  wolde  ])in  ydoles  despise  298 

Go  vrip  ])i  bro]>er  nowe  and  pe  baptize 

And  maake  pe  clene  so  ])at  )»ou  maiste  beholde 

The  aungels  face  of  whiche  ^i  broj^er  tolde  DmT  lu^bMrk] 
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(44) 

Tibuice  ansewarde  and  seide  bio)wr  dere  302 

IT  Fiist  te]  me  wbeder  .1.  schal  and  to  what  man 

To  whome  quod  he  come  forj^e  wif  riht  good  chier 

.1.  witi  fe  leede  vn  to  ])e  pope  vrban  305 

To  vrban  brof  er  myne  valerian 

Quod  J»o  Tibnrce  wil  J»ou  me  f  eder  lede 

Me  ))inke])  p&t  it  were  a  wonder  dede  308 

(45) 

IT  Romenest  ))ou  nouht  vrban  quod  he  ))0  309 

y&t  IB  80  of  dampned  to  be  dede 

And  wonne))  in  halkes  to  and  fro 

And  dare  nouhte  ones  put  for}»e  his  heede  312 

Men  wolde  him  heme  in  a  fire  so  rede 

If  pat  he  were  founde  and  men  miht  him  aspye 

And  we  also  ])at  here  him  company e  315 

(46) 

If  And  whiles  we  seken  pUke  diuinitee  316 

fskt  is  hidde  in  heueu  prtuey 

Algate  y-brent  in  pia  werld  shol  we  be 

To  whome  Cecily  anseward  boldely  319 

Men  myht  drede  wele  and  skilfally 

J»is  lyf  to  lese  myne  owen  dere  broker 

If  pia  were  leueyngc  only  and  none  o]^r«  322 

(47) 

IT  Bot  pere  is  better  lif  in  o)yer  place  323 

]mt  neuer  schal  be  lost  ne  drede  pe  nouht 

Whiche  godes  sonne  vs  tolde  ^orwhe  his  grace 

[^t  fadres  son)  hathe  al  ])ing  wrou3t    CHatL  73»,  <mlf88,eol.  i] 

And  aH  pat  wrovte  *  is  vriUi  a  skylfuH  J)0U3t     [}  tot  corrtet*d] 

pQ  gost  that  from)  the  fadir  gan  procede 

He  souled  him  wttA-oute  eny  drede  329 
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(48) 

By  woide  &  by  myracle  by  goddes  son)      [Hml  tbss]      330 

Whon  he  was  in  this  worlde  declare<l  hei^ 

fat  per  was  oper  lyf  fer  men  may  wene 

To  whom  aunswerd!  tyburce  o  systur  dei'  333 

Ne  sedest  thow  ryght  now  in  pia  maner 

per  nas  but  0.  lord!  godi  in  sothefastnes 

And  now  of  thie  how  maist  pon  here  wytnes  336 

(49) 

pat  schatt  I  tel  quod  sche  or  I  goo]        CHuL  7ist«rAtMl  «iMit] 

Biht  as  a  man  ha^  sapiens  ^re 

Memorie  engyne .  ccrid  intellect  also 

8oo  moo  beynge  of  diuinite 

^re  persones  riht  wel  J^ere  maie  bee 

IT  Tho  gan  sche  him  busily  preche 

Of  cristes  come  and  of  his  peynes  teche 


340 


343 


(60) 

And  mony  poyntes  of  his  passione 
How  goddes  soil  in  pis  werld  was  holde 
To  do  mankinde  pleine  lemissione 
]»at  was  ybonde  in  sinne  and  cares  colde 
Al  piB  l^inge  sche  ynto  tyburce  tolde 
IT  And  afifter  ^s  tiburce  in  good  entent 
To  pope  yrban  wi])  valerian  he  went 

(61) 

Whiche  ^nked  god  and  wi^  glad  hert  and  liht 
He  Cristened  him  and  maade  him  in  ^at  place 
Parfite  in  his  leueynge  goddes  knyht 
And  affcur  ^is  Tiburce  gat  suche  grace 
That  euery  dale  he  sawe  in  time  and  space 
The  aungel  of  god  and  euery  maner  bone 
))at  he  god  axed  it  was  sped  ful  sone 
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(52) 

IT  It  were  M  haide  be  order  for  to  seyne  S6S 

Howe  inony  wonderes  ihesa  for  him  wronlit 

Bot  att  ^e  last  to  tel  schort  and  pleine 

The  seriant  of  ye  toune  of  Rome  hem  sonht  361 

And  hem  be-forne  Almache  ))e  prouost  brouht 

Whiche  hem  opposed  and  knewe  ali  her  entente 

And  to  ye  ymage  of  lubiter  he  hem  sente  364 

(63) 

IT  And  seid  who  so  wil  noojt  sacrifice  365 

Swappe  of  his  hede  p\a  is  my  sentence  here 

Anone  fes  marters  y&t  .1.  ^owe  of  deuise 

On  Maximius  ])at  was  an  officere  366 

Of  ye  profectes  and  of  Comiculere 

Hem  hent  and  when  he  forye  ye  seintes  ladde 

Him  selfe  he  wope  for  pite  yat  he  hadde  371 

(54) 

IT  And  whan  maximius  hadd  herd  ye  seintes  lore  372 

He  gatte  hem  of  ye  tormentours  leue 

And  hadde  hem  in  his  house  wi)>  oute  more 

And  wi))  here  precheinge  ar  y&t  it  were  eue  375 

^ei  gon  fro  ye  tormentours  to  reue 

And  frome  maximius  ajid  frome  his  folks  ichone 

ye  fals  ieiye  to  trowe  in  god  arlone  378 

(66) 

IT  Cecele  Came  whan  it  was  waxen  nyht  379 

Wiy  prestes  y&t  hem  crestened  al  in  fere 

And  afterward  whan  daie  was  waxen  liht 

Cecile  hem  seide  wi))  a  sobre  chere  382 

Nowe  cristes  owen  knyhtes  leue  and  dere 

Cast  al  awaye  ye  werkes  of  derknesse 

And  arme])  ^owe  in  armure  of  lyhtnesse  385 
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(66) 

T  3e  haue  for  sothe  done  grete  Bataile  386 

And  h&pe  ^e  viciorio  ^oure  ieipe  90  haue  conformed 

Go  to  pe  croune  of  lif  ])at  male  nouht  faile 

pe  nhtful  lugge  whiche  ])at  30  haue  serued  389 

Witi:  bringe  ^owe  to  his  blisse  pat  to  30W  ha^  reserued 

And  whan  pia  ])inge  waa  seide  as  J.  devise 

Men  led  hem  ioipe  to  done  pe  saciifise  392 

(67) 

9  Bot  whan  ))ei  were  vn-to  pe  place  yhrouht  393 

To  teH  schortly  pe  conclusioune 

Thei  nolde  encense  no  sacnjQse  riht  nouht 

Bot  on  her  knees  ))ei  satten  hem  a  doune  396 

Wi])  humble  hert  and  sadde  deuocion  pMfU6|i»dkj 

And  losten  bo))e  her  hedes  in  ^e  place  , 

Here  soules  went  to  pe  kenge  of  grace  399 

(58) 

IT  This  Maxinius  ^at  sawe  ))is  pinge  be-tide  400 

Wi^  pitous  tales  tolde  it  aruone  riht 

p&t  he  her  soules  sawhe  to  heuen  glide 

Wiji  algels  ful  of  clerenesse  and  of  liht  403 

And  wi])  his  worde  conuarted  mony  a  wyht 

For  whiche  almachius  dide  him  so  to-bete 

"Wip  whippe  of  leede  to  he  his  lif  gan  lete  406 

(59) 

Cecilie  him  toke  and  beried  him  anone  407 

Be  tiburce  and  valeriane  softly 

Wi^  inne  hire  heriynge  pkce  ynder  a  stone 

And  after  p\B  Almachius  hastely.  410 

Badde  his  Ministres  £fecchen  openly 

Cecile  so  sche  myht  in  his  presence 

Do  sacrifice  and  lubite  encense  413 
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(60) 

If  Bot  ^i  conuerted  ^orwhe  here  wise  lore  414 

Wepten  sore  and  ^af  credence 

Ynto  her  worde  and  cryden  more  and  more 

Crist  god  8ofi  with  outen  difference  417 

Is  yerrey  god .  ]ds  is  al  onre  sentence 

]>at  ha))e  so  good  a  se^niant  him  to  s^^rue 

]ms  wi))  o  voice  f  we  trowe  ^ei  we  steme  420 

(61) 

Almachius  |>at  herd  al  ])is  421 

Bad  fecche  Cecile  ^at  he  miht  hir  see 

And  slfei  ferst  lo  ^is  was  his  askeinge 

What  maner  wontman  ert  )»ou  po  quod  he  424 

.1.  am  gentiH  womman  borne  quod  sche 

.1.  ax  quod  he  Jiouhe  it  ye  greue 

Of  yi  religion  and  of  l^i  be-leue  427 

(62) 

Whi  ^an  be-gan  ^oure  questione  folilye  428 

quod  sche  ))at  woldest  ))ou  ansewere  conclude 

In  0  demande  30  axed  lewdly 

Almachius  anseward  to  ]>at  similitude  431 

[Of  whens  comthe  thin  Answei*  so  rude]    CbuI  im,  (fas.  bk] 

Of  whense  quod  sche  when  ])at  sche  was  refreynede 

Of  concience  a7u2  ofgood  fei])e  ynfeynede  434 

(63) 

Almachius  seide  takest  ^ou  none  hede  436 

Of  }iin  Ansewere  and  sche  him  ansewerd  ])U8 

3oure  myhte  quod  sche  litel  is  to  drede 

For  eu^ry  mo[r]tel  manesse  power  ne  is  438 

Bot  y-lyke  a  bledder  ful  of  wynde  y-wis 

For  wi^  a  nedeles  point  whan  ])at  is  bio  we  patrisT] 

Maie  al  ^e  host  of  it  be  leid  ful  lowe  441 
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(64) 

^  Ful  wrongefully  began  Jou  quod  he  442 

And  jut  in  wronge  is  pi  p^rseuerance 

Woste  |w)u  nouht  howe  owre  mihti  pn'nces  fre 

Bene  I^tis  coTnmanded  and  maken  ordinance  445 

^at  euery  cristen  whight  8cha[l]  hane  penance 

Bot  if  ^at  he  his  cristendome  wi])  seie 

And  gone  al  quyte  if  he  wil  it  renaye  448 . 

(65) 

IT  3oure  Princes  erren  as  joure  noblen  do^e  449: 

Qu(>d  |k)  Cecile  and  a  woode  sentence 
je  maake  us  gilti  and  it  is  nonht  so))e 
Fore  pat  knowen  wele  oure  Innocence  452 

For  as  muche  as  we  done  a  reuerence 
To  criste  f  and  for  we  here  a  cristen  name 
je  put  on  Ys  a  crime  and  eke  a  blame  45$ 

(66) 

IT  Bot  we  pat  knowen  ^elk  name  so  456 

For  vertuous  we  maie  it  noujt  seie 

Almachie  seide  chese  one  of  pea  tuo 

Do  sacrifice  or  cristendom  reneye  459 

^at  l^ou  mowe  skapen  be  ])at  weie 

Att  whiche  pe  holy  blisful  maide 

Gan  for  to  lauhe  and  to  pe  luge  sche  saide  462 

(67) 

IT  0  luge  confuse  in  ])i  nycete  463 

Wilt  povL  fat  .1.  reney  Innocence 

To  maken  me  a  wikked  wyht  quod  sche 

Lo  he  dissimule))  here  in  audience  466 

He  stare]?  and  wode)y  in  his  aduertence 

To  whome  Almachius  seide  o  vncely  wrecche 

He  wost  ])ou  not  houe  fer  my  miht  mai  streche  469 
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(68) 

IT  "Hope  noulit  ooie  myhte  prince  to  me  y3ouea  '  470 

)e  bothe  power  and  auctorito 

To  make  fblke  to  deyjen  or  to  lenen . 

Whi  spekest  ])ou  so  proudelj  ]»aii  to  me  473 

.L  speke  it  nou^t  bot  stedfastly  quod  sche 

Koulit  proudly  for  .L  sale  as  for  my  side 

•L  hate  dedely  pilke  yioe  of  pnde  476 

(69) 

IT  And  ^if  ]K)n  diede  nouht  a  so^  to  here  477 

]»an  wil  .L  schewen  al  openly  be  riht 

y&t  ym  hast  maade  a  ful  grete  leseinge  here 

poa  seist  ^i  pnnces  hane  jeue  ])e  myht  480 

Bothe  to  slene  and  for  to  whikke  a  wiht 

Thon  ^at  ne  maist  bot  onely  lif  here  be-reue       QeKfin,  bMkj 

Thou  na  haste  ^erto  nei])er  pouer  ne  leue  483 

(70) 

Bot  ^u  maist  seie  pi  Princes  han  fe  maked  484 

Ministre  of  de])e  5  for  if  ]k)u  speke  of  mo 

fovL  liest  for  pi  pouer  is  ful  naked 

Do  waie  fi  boldenes  seide  Almachius  ^o  487 

Or  sacrifice  to  oure  goddes  or  tuo 

.1.  reche  nouht  what  wronge  pat  ]>ou  me  prcTfer 

For  .L  can  sufi&e  it  as  a  philosofer  490 

(71) 

Bot  pake  wronges  maie  .L  not  endure  491 

]»at  ^ou  spekest  of  owre  goddes  here  qt#od  he 

Cecile  ansewerd  .o.  nice  creature 

]^u  seidest  no  word  sej^ns  ])ou  spak  to  me  494 

^at  .L  ne  knewe  pere  wi^  ))i  nicete 

And  ])at  ]»ou  were  in  eu^ry  maner  wise 

A  lewde  Officer  and  a  yeine  lustise  497 
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Jere  lakke|)  no  fiuge  to  fine  vtter  y^en  49$ 

put  fovL  nart  blinde  for  ])inge  ])at  wee  seen  aH 

y&t  18  a  stone  pai  men  wele  male  aspyen 

))at  like  stone  a  god  pou  wol  it  catt  501 

.L  rede  pe  latt  )»ine  honde  vpon  hit  faU 

And  tast  it  wele  a  stone  pon  schalt  it  finde 

Sens  ])at  pou  sizt  it  not  wi])  |>ine  y^en  blinde  504 

(73) 

It  is  a  schame  fat  pe  peple  schal  ^  505 

Schal  scoren  pe  and  lauhe  att  f  i  folye 

For  communly  wemmen  wote  it  wele  ouere  al 

fat  myhte  goddes  is  in  his  heuenes  hihe  508 

And  f es  ymages  wele  fan  maistowe  aspie 

To  f  e  ne  to  hem  self  ne  male  f  ei  profit 

For  in  hire  effecte  f ei  hue  nouht  worfe  a  myte  511 

(74) 

fus  and  suche  oferd  wordes  seide  sche  512 

And  he  wex  wrof  e  and  badde  sche  scholde  be  ledde 

Home  to  hire  hous  and  in  hir  hous  quod  he 

Bime  hire  riht  in  a  fire  wif  flammes  rede  515 

And  as  he  bad  riht  so  was  done  f  e  dede 

And  in  a  bathe  f  ei  gan  hir  fast  schetten 

And  nyht  and  daie  grete  fire  vnder  fei  maden  518 

(75) 

Al  fe  longe  niht  and  fe  daie  also  519 

For  al  f  e  fire  and  eke  f  e  baf  es  hete 

Sche  satt  al  coldo  and  felt  of  it  no  wo 

iN'e  maade  hire  nou^t  a  drope  for  to  swete  522 

Bot  in  fat  baf e  hir  lif  sche  moste  lete . 

For  he  Almachius  wif  ful  wekked  entent  n«af  iss] 

To  sleene  hir  in  fe  bafe  his  sonde  sent  525 
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(76) 
)iee  strokes  in  fe  nekke  he  smote  hir  po  526 

The  tonnentour  hot  for  no  maner  chaunce 
He  myhte  nouhte  smyte  al  here  nek  y  tuo 
And  for  fere  was  ^at  time  an  ordinance  529 

That  no  man  schold  do  to  man  snche  penance 
The  fer])e  stroke  to  smyten  soft  or  sore 
^is  tormentour  ne  dorste  no  more  532 

(77) 
Bot  half  dede  mp  hire  nek  y-coraen  fere  533 

He  left  hird  lye  and  in  his  weie  he  wente 
The  cristen  folke  whiche  abowten  hire  were 
Wip  schetes  home  ful  feire  here  hente  536 

free  daies  leued  sche  in  Jiis  torment 
And  neuer  cesed  hem  ye  ieipe  to  teche 
pai  sche  had  fostred  hame  sche  gan  to  preche  559 

(78) 
And  hem  sche  jaue  here  mebles  and  her  ])inge  540 

And  to  fe  Pope  yrhan  be-toke  hem  )>o 
And  seide  pua  axed  pis  of  heuen  kioge 
To  hane  respite  piei  daies  aTid  no  mo  543 

To  reco?nmande  to  jowe  er  y&t  .1.  go 
fea  sowles  loo  and  p&t  .1.  miht  do  wirche 
Hei*e  of  myne  house  perpetuelly  a  cherche  546 

(79) 
Seint  vrban  wip  his  dekenes  pn'uelye  547 

The  lady  fette  and  beried  it  be  nyht 
Amonge  his  opere  seintes  honestly 

Here  house  fe  cherche  of  seinte  cecely  hiht  550 

Seinte  vrban  halowed  it  as  he  wel  myht 
In  ye  whiche  in  to  |>is  daie  in  noble  wise 
Men  done  to  criste  and  to  his  seintes  seruise  •  553 

Ezplioit  vita  nanct^  Cecilie  • 
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[Mte^fios]    Inoipit  prologiM  .Canonioe. 

Whan  ended  was  pe  lif  of  seint  Cecile 
£r  we  bad  reden  fulli .  fiue  myle 
Att  bouhton  vnder  ])e  ble  ys  gan  a  take 
A  man  ysJt  closed  was  in  dopes  blake  557 

And  vnder  ]>at  he  hadde  a  white  surplis 
His  Hakenay  ])at  was  al  pomel  gns 
So  swete  ^at  it  wonder  was  to  see 

It  eemed  he  had  pr/ked  myles  pre  561 

fe  bora  eke  ]>at  ^oman  rode  ypone 
So  swet  ]»at  vnne^  myht  he  gone 
Aboue  ^e  paitrel  stode  J^e  fome  ful  hy^e 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye  cieafiBS^ t»ek]      56d 

A  male  tweyfold  on  his  cropur  leye 
It  semed  ^at  he  Caride  litel  araye 
Al  liht  for  somere  rode  pia  worj^e  man 
And  in  myn  herte  wonder  .L  be-gan  569 

What  ])at  he  was  til  Jratt  .1.  vnder-stode 
Howe  ^at  his  cloke  was  sewed  to  his  hode 
For  whiche  when  .L  longe  had  auysed  me 
.L  domed  him  sum  chanon  for  to  be  573 

His  hatte  honge  doone  be-hinde  his  be  a  lace 
For  he  had  ridde  more  ])an  a  trote  or  a  pace 
It  hadde  ay  pnked  lyke  as  he  ware  wode 
A  clote  lef  he  had  vnder  his  hode  577 

For  suote  and  for  to  kepe  his  hed  from  bete 
Bot  it  was  loy  for  to  seen  him  swete 
His  fored  dropped  as  a  stillatorie 
Where  ful  of  pleintein  and  of  peritorie  581 
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And  whan  he  come  he  gan  to  ciye  582 

God  sane  quod  he  ^is  lolie  companye 

Fast  haue  .1.  pnked  quod  he  for  3oure  sake 

Because  ))at  .1.  wold  ^owe  oner  take  585 

To  riden  in  ^is  mery  companye 

His  ^oman  eke  was  ful  of  curtasie 

And  sixes  nowe  in  morwe  tide 

Oute  of  3oaie  Ostleiy  .1.  sawe  ^owe  ride  589 

And  warned  here  my  lorde  and  my  souereine 

Whiche  pot  to  ride  wi]»e  ^owe  is  ful  feyne 

For  his  disporde  he  loue))  daliance 

Frende  for  ^i  wameyinge  god  3eae  pe  good  chaunce      593 

Seide  oure  oste  sertes  it  wolde  seme 

Thi  lorde  were  wise  and  so  .1.  maie  wele  deme 

He  is  fill  locunde  also  dar  .1.  laie 

Can  he  ouht  tell:  a  mery  tale  or  tueye  597 

Wi]»  whiche  he  glade  maie  |>is  companye 

Who  sire  my  lord  je  je  wijj  oute  lye 

He  kan  of  mer]^  and  eke  of  lolyte 

Not  hot  .L-nowhe  also  sir  treste])  me  601 

And  ^e  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  .1. 

je  wold  wonder  howe  wele  and  J^reftely 

He  covLpe  werke  and  ^at  in  sundre  wise 

He  ha])  tak  on  him  mony  sundre  aprise  605 

Whiche  were  fill  harde  for  any  ^at  is  here 

To  bringe  aboute .  hot  pei  of  him  it  lere  Dmtm] 

As  homely  as  he  ride])  amonges  ^owe 

If  3e  him  knewe .  it  wolde  be  ^oure  prowe  609 

je  nolde  nouht  forgone  his  aqueyntance 

For  mochel  good  .1.  dare  leie  in  a  balance 

Al  yai  .1.  haue  in  myne  ^proossione     [^  p>br  pocMMione] 

He  is  a  man  of  hihe  discrecione  613 

.1.  wame  ^owe  wele  he  is  a  passinge  man 

Wele  quod  oure  oste  .1.  pray  fe  tel  me  fan 

Is  he  clerk  or  none  tel  what  he  is 

-Nay  he  is  gretter  fan  a  clerke  ywis  617 
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Seide  ^oman  and  in  wordos  fewe  618 

Oste  and  of  his  craft  sam  what  .1.  wil  jowe  schewe 

.1.  sei  my  lorde  can  suche  a  sutelte 

Bot  al  his  craft  }e  maie  nouht  wite  att  me  621 

And  som  what  help  .L  ^it  to  his  worcheinge 

^at  al  pis  grounde  whiche  ^t  we  hien  on  rideinge 

Til  ])at  we  come  to  Canturbury  tonne . 

He  cou^e  al  clene  tome  vp  so^  doune        p  p  jum]         625 

And  paue  it  al  of  sUuer  and  of  golde 

And  whan  ))is  ^onlan  hadde  ])us  ytolde 

Ynto  ouie  hoste  he  seide  benedicite 

pis  l^inge  is  wonder  meruelous  to  me  629 

Se^ns  p&t  pi  lorde  of  so  hihe  prudence 

Be  cause  of  whiche  men  scholde  hem  reue^'ence 

^t  of  his  worschipe  reche])  he  so  lite 

His  oueie  slope  is  not  wor)>e  a  myte  633 

As  in  effecte  to  him  so  mot  .1.  go 

It  is  al  bawde  and  to-tore  also 

Whi  is  ^i  lorde  so  slottesche  .1.  pe  preie 

And  his  of  pouer  better  dopes  to  beie  637 

If  pst  his  dede  accorde  wi))  ])i  speche 

Tel  me  ^at .  and  psi  .1.  pe  bescche 

Whie  qtiod  pis  ^oman  wherto  ax  ^e  me 

€k)d  helpe  me  so  for  he  schal  neuer  pe  641 

Bot  .L  wil  nouht  avowe  ^at  .L  seie 

And  pere  for  kepe  it  secre  .1.  }owe  preie 

He  is  to  wise  in  fei^  as  .1.  beleue 

Jrait  pai  is  ouere  done  it  wil  nouht  preue  645 

And  riht  as  clerkes  seine  it  is  a  vice 

Where-fore  in  pai  .1.  holde  him  lewde  and  nyce 

For  whan  a  man  ha])  ou^re  grete  a  witte 

Ful  oft  it  hapne])  to  mis  vsen  it  [ter  is**  iM«k]        649 

So  do)ye  my  lorde  and  )yat  me  greue])  sore 

God  it  amend  .1.  can  seie  nowe  no  more 

Thare-of  no  force  good  3oman  quod  oure  Oste 

Se]>ens  his  connynge  of  ])i  lorde  ^u  woste  65S 

lANSDOWNB  899  (6-T.  649) 


SIX^TEXT  550 

GROUP  0.  §2.  2»  NUN-OAN.-TEO.  LIKE.  LaiLBdowne  MS. 

Tel .  howe  lie  dof  e  J.  praie  J>e  hertelye  654 

Se^en  ysi  he  is  bo  craftie  and  so  slye 

Where  dwellen  je  it  to  tel  be 

In  pe  subbarbes  of  a  toune  quod  he  557 

Lurkeinge  in  Himes  and  in  lanes  blinde 

Where  yea  robbers  and  penes  be  kinde 

Holden  her  pnue  ferefol  residence 

As  ]>ei  ]>at  dare  nouht  schewe  her  presence  661 

So  fare  we  if  .1.  schal  sey  J>e  sope 

^it  quod  oure  Oste  lat  me  talke  to  ^e 

Whie  ert  J>ou  discoloure  in  pi  face 

Peter  quod  he  god  jif  harde  grace  666 

I  am  so  vsed  in  ^e  fire  to  blow 

That  it  haj)e  chaunged  my  colour  as  .L  trowe 

.1.  am  nonht  wont  in  no  myrronr  to  prte 

Bot  swynke  sore  and  leren  to  multiplie  669 

We  blondern  euer  and  pouren  in  pe  fire 

And  for  al  J)at  we  failen  of  oure  desire 

For  euere  we  lakken  oure  conclusione 

To  muche  folke  we  bene  bot  illusioue  673 

And  borwe  golde  be  it  a  pounde  or  tuo 

Or  ten.  or  .xij.  or  mony  sujnmes  mo 

And  make  hem  wene  att  pe  leste  weie 

J>at  of  0  pou[n]de  we  coujje  maake  tweie  677 

jit  is  it  fals  and  aye  we  haue  good  hope 

It  forto  done  and  after  it  we  grope 

Bot  J)at  science  is  so  fer  vs  be-fome 

We  mowe  nouhte  al-)>ouhe  we  had  it  suome  681 

It  ouertake .  it  slide  a-waie  so  faste 

It  wil  vs  make  beggers  att  pe  last 

Whiles  ])i3  joman  was  j)us  in  piB  talkeinge 

This  Chanon  drouhe  him  nere  and  herd  al  J)inge  685 

Whiche  ]>at  J)is  joman  spak  for  suspecione 

Of  men  speche  euer  had  ^is  chanone 

For  Caton  seij)e  he  ])at  giltif  is 

DemeJ)  al  ])inge  be  spoke  of  him  ywys  689 

LANSDOWNE   400   (6-T.  660) 


8IX-TEXT   551 

GROUP  0.  §2. '2»NUN-CAN.-TE0.LiNE.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Because  of  J)at  he  gan  so  nyhe  to  drawe  690 

His  3oman  ]7at  he  herd  al  his  sawe  [leaf  leo] 

And  J)us  he  seide  yd  to  his  3oman  po 

Holde  j)ow  J)i  pees  and  speke  wordes  no  mo  693 

For  if  J)oa  do  pou  schalt  it  dere  abye 

Tho  sManderst  me  here  in  j^is  compaignye 

And  eke  diskeuerest  j)at  pou.  scholdest  hide 

^e  qiiod  oure  Oste  tel  one  what  so  he-tide  697 

Of  al  J)is  j)reteinge  reche  pe  nouht  a  myte 

In  feij)e  quod  he  no  more  .1.  do  hot  a  lite 

And  whan  )}is  Chanone  sawe  it  wolde  nordit  be 

Bot  his  3oman  wolde  tel  his  priuete  701 

He  fledde  awaie  for  verrei  sorwe  and  schame 

A  quod  J)is  joman  here  schal  arise  game 

Al  j)at  J.  can  anone  wil  .1.  tell 

Sej)en  he  is  gone  pe  foule  fende  him  quell  705 

For  neuer  here  after  wil  .1.  wi}>  him  mete 

For  penye  ne  for  pounde  .1.  be-hete 

He  J)at  me  brouht  first  vnto  ])at  game 

£r  ^at  he  dele  sorwe  haue  he  and  schame  709 

For  it  ernest  to  me  be  my  fei])e 

^at  fele  .1.  wele  what  so  any  man  seij)e 

And  ^itte  for  al  my  smert  a7id  al  my  greue 

For  al  my  sorwe  laboure  a7id  mescheue  713 

.1.  cou]7e  neuere  leue  it  in  no  wise 

Ko  wolde  god  my  witte  myht  suffise 

To  tellen  al  ]7at  longej)  for  J)at  arte 

Bot  na]>eles  jit  wil  .1.  tel  jowe  parte  717 

Sejjen  my  lorde  is  gone  .1.  wil  not  spare 

Suche  ])inge  as  .1.  knowe  J.  wil  declare 

Explicit  prolog^s 
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[THE  PREAMBLE.] 

Inoipit  flbbvla .  [« >'V  imi 

lie  ])is  chanon  dvelled  haue  .1.  seuen  jere 

Lnd  of  his  science  am  .1.  Beuer  ))e  neie  721 

ll  }iat  .L  had  .1.  hane  .L-Ioet  ]wrt»  by 

Lnd  god  wote  so  ha|ie  mony  mo  fan  .1. 

rher  .L  was  wont  to  be  riht  frissche  and  gaj 

)f  clo^inge  and  of  good  arraie  725 

Ifowe  may  .1.  were  au  hose  vpon  myn  hede 

And  where  my  coloure  was  bojw  &eche  and  lede 

Kow  it  is  wan  and  of  a  lewde  hewe 

Who  so  it  Tseji  aore  8c[h]^  he  rawe  739 

And  of  my  swynke  jit  bleied  is  myne  eyje 

Lo  wbiche  avantoge  is  for  to  multeplije . 

pat  Blid«inge  science  hafi  me  maade  so  bare  nnriwMiKk] 

i»t  J.  hauB  no  goode  where  y&t  euere  y  fare  733 

And  jite  ,L  am  endited  &  endetted  so  far  bye 

Of  golde  Jiat  .1.  haue  borwed  trawlye 

^t  while  .1.  leue  .1.  schal  it  quite  neuer 

))at  eu(-i7  man  be  war  be  me  for  euer  737 

'What  luancre  man  )Hit  cast«^  him  fier  to 

If  he  continne  .1.  holde  his  |)reft  ydo 

For  so  helpe  me  god  ))ar  by  schal  he  nouht  wynne 

Bot  empte  his  puree  and  make  his  wittes  Jiinne  711 

And  whan  he  ))oruhe  his  madnes  and  foly 

Uap  lost  his  owen  goodo  Jnml  lopardy 

Jian  he  exoilefi  ojier  men  |(erto 

To  lese  here  gode  as  hem  self  ha|)  do  746 

For  vnto  Bchrewes  loye  it  is  an[d]  eae 

To  haue  her  felowe  in  peine  and  disese . 
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Thus  was  .1.  lemed  ones  of  a  clerk 

Of  Jjat  no  charge  .1.  wil  speke  of  ojjer  werke  749 

Whan  we  bene  J>are  as  we  schal  exercise 

Onre  cluyssche  craft  we  seme  wonder  wise 

Oore  termes  buen  so  clergial  and  so  wheinte 

.1.  bio  we  fe  fixe  til  ^at  myne  hert  feinte  753 

What  schold  J.  tel  of  suche  proporcion 

Of  ]>inges  whiche  fat  we  worche  vppon 

As  .on.  V.  or  .vj.  vnce  it  male  wel  be 

Of  siluer  or  of  sum  of  e[r]  quantite  757 

And  bise  me  to  tel  ^owe  fe  names 

Of  orpement  bemt  bones  yren  swames 

fan  in  to  pouder  grounde  hue  ful  smal 

And  in  an  erf  en  potte  houe  fat  potte  is  al  761 

And  salt  put  inne  and  also  papere 

Be  for  f es  pouders  fat  .1.  speke  of  here 

And  wele  ycouerd  wif  a  lampe  of  glas 

And  of  muche  of  ere  f  inge  what  fat  fere  was  765 

And  of  f  e  potte  and  glas  engluteinge 

That  of  f  e  eyere  myht  passe  no  f  ing 

And  of  the  esye  and  smarte  alsoo 

Whiche  fat  was  maad  and  of  fe  care  and  woo  769 

fat  we  hadde  in  oure  matiers  sublimeinge 

And  amalgamynge  and  calcenynge 

Of  whike  siluere  y-cleped  Marcurie  crude 

For  e^  oure  sleytes  we  can  nouht  conclude  773 

Oure  orpeme/zt  and  sublimed  Mercurie  o«rfi6i] 

Oure  grounde  litage  eke  on  f  e  perorforie 

Of  yche  of  f  es  vnces  a  certeine 

Noujt  helpef  vs  oure  laboure  is  in  veine  777 

Ke  eke  owre  spi  rites  ascencion 

Ke  eke  oure  matiers  fat  lien  al  fix  adoune 

Mowe  in  oure  werkeinge  nof  inge  vs  aveile 

For  lost  is  al  oure  laboure  and  traueile  781 

And  al  fe  cost  in  .xx.  deuel  waie 

Is  loste  also  whiche  we  on  it  leie 
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)>ere  is  also  mouy  aaofere  ^inge 

)>at  is  to  oure  crafte  or  perteineinge  785 

])onhe  .1.  be  order  Item  here  ne  reherse  can 

Because  ^at  .1.  am  a  lewde  man 

}it  wil  .1.  tel  hem  al  ))ei  come  to.mynde 

jFouhe  .L  ne  kan  sette  hem  in  her  kinde  769 

As  bole  armonyac  verte  grece  and  borace 

And  sundere  vessels  maade  of  erj^e  and  glasse 

Oure  Orinales  and  oure  descensories 

Viols  cresletes  and  sublimatories  793 

Cocurbites^  and  alembekes  eke  0  fxscaraxhiUM] 

And  o)>er  suche  dere  j-nowhe  a  leke 

!Note  nede^  it  to  reherse  hem  al 

Waters  rubefiinge  and  boles  gidl  797 

Arcenyk  sal  armonyak  and  bromstone 

And  herbes  couj)e  .1.  tel  eke  many  one 

As  egremoyne  yaleriane  aTid  lunarie 

And  o^er  suche  if  ^at  me  luste  to  tarye  801 

Oure  lampes  bemeinge  bo)>e  nyht  and  dale 

To  bringen  aboute  oure  craft  it  p&t  we  male 

Oure  fomeys  eke  of  Calcinacione 

And  of  waters  albificacione  805 

Ynslekked  lyme  chalke  and  gleire  and  of  an  aye 

Ponders  diueres  asshes  donge  pisse  and  cleie 

Ceride  poketes  Sal  peter  and  vitriol 

And  diners  fires  maad  of  wode  and  cole  809 

Sal  tarter  Alkaly  and  sal  preparate 

And  combust  matiers  and  coagulate 

Cleye  made  wi|)  hors  here  and  oyle 

Of  tartre  Alumglasse  berme  worte  and  Argoile  813 

Kesalgar  and  o)>er  matiers  enbybeynge 

And  eke  of  o^er  maters  encorperinge 

And  of  siluer  citrinacione  Omtin,  bwk] 

Oure  cementinge  and  fermentacione  817 

Oure  Ingotes  testes  and  mony  mo 

.1.  vril  }owe  tell  as  was  me  tauht  also 
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The .  fouie  spirites  and  j»e  Lodis  senen 

Be  order  of  ofte  as  .1.  herd  my  lorde  neuen  821 

J)e .  first  spirit  whiksiluer  cald  is 

fe .  secunde  Orpement  ]>e  fred  .I.-wis 

Sal  armoniac .  and  j)e  fourt  bromstone 

The  bodis  .vij.  eke  lo  hem  here  anone  825 

Sol .  gold .  is .  and  luna .  siluer  we  )>repe 

Mars .  jrren .  Mercure .  whikseluer  we  clepe 

Satumus  lede .  and  lubiter  is  tynne 

And  Venus  coper  be  my  fSeider  kinne  829 

)>is  cursed  craft  who  so  wil  exercise 

He  schal  no  goode  hane  )>at  maie  him  suffise 

For  al  J)e  good  he  spende)>  ]>ere  aboute 

Ke  lese  schal  )>er-of  haue  J.  no  doute  833 

Who  so  )>at  lust  to  outen  his  folie 

Lat  him  com  forJ)e  and  leren  to  multeplie 

Ande  euery  man  ))at  ouht  in  his  cofre 

Lete  him  appere  and  wax  a  philosophre  837 

Ascanse  ^at  craft  is  so  liht  for  to  lere 

Kay  nay  god  it  wote  al  be  he  monke  or  frere 

Freste  or  chanone  or  any  oJ)er  wyht 

^ouhe  he  sitte  att  his  boke  bo)>e  daie  and  nyht  841 

In  lemeynge  of  )>is  elvisshe  nice  lore 

Al  is  in  yeine  and  parde  mucho  more 

Is  to  leme  a  lewd  man  j)e  sotelte 

For  fye  speke  nouht  ^ero-oi  for  it  wil  nouht  be  845 

Al  couJ>e  he  letterure  or  couj)e  he  none 

As  in  effect  he  schal  finde  it  al  one 

For  bo))e  tuo  be  my  saluacione 

Concluden  in  multiplicacione  849 

I-lyche  wele  whan  Jjei  haul  al  y-do 

])is  is  to  seine  ])e  feile  bo)>e  tuo 

^it  for  j»at  .1.  to  muche  rehersaitt 

Of  waters  Corosif  and  of  lymayle  .  863 

And  of  bodis  mollificacione 

And  also  of  here  induracione 
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Oyles  ablucione  and  metale  fusible . 

To  iellen  al  wald  passen  any  bible .  857 

That  ouhwhere  is  where-for  as  for  J>e  beet  [i«af  i«] 

Of  all  ^iB  names  now  will  .1.  me  rest 

For  as  .1.  troue  .1.  liaue  30we  tolde  ynowhe 

To  Beysen  a  fende  loke  he  neuer  so  rouhe  861 

A  nay  lat  be  )>e  philosophie  stone 

Elixir  cleped  we  sechon  fast  ychon 

For  had  we  him  J)an  were  we  seker  ynowhe 

Bot  vnto  god  of  heuen  .1.  maak  a  vowe  865 

For  al  oure  craft  whan  we  haue  al  y-do 

And  al  oure  sleiht  he  wil  nouht  com  vs  to 

He  ha])e  vs  made  spend  muche  good 

For  sorwe  of  whiche  al-moste  we  wexen  wode  869 

Bot  ]>at  goode  hope  crepej)  in  oure  herte 

Supposeinge  euer  J)ouhe  we  sore  smert 

To  be  releued  be  him  afterwarde 

Supposinge  and  hope  is  scharpe  and  harde  873 

.1,  wame  30 we  wele  it  is  to  seken  euer 

^at  futur  temps  ha}>  maad  men  deseuer 

In  trust  )>er-of  from  al  J)at  euer  ^qi  hadde 

3it  of  ]7at  art  ])ei  couj)  nouht  wex  sadde  877 

For  vn  to  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete 

So  seme])  it  fome  had  )>ei  bot  a  shete 

Wliiche  fei  miht  wrappe  in  a  nyht 

And  Abak  to  walken  inne  be  dale  liht  881 

Thei  wold  hem  sellen  and  spenden  on  pia  craft 

Thei  can  nouht  stint  til  noJ)inge  be  laft 

And  euer  more  where  })at  euer  pei  gone 

Men  maye  hem  knowe  be  smeH:  of  bromstone  885 

For  al  pe  worlde  pei  stinken  as  a  gote 

Hire  sauoure  is  so  rammysshe  and  so  hote 

That  J)ouhe  a  man  from  hem  a  mUe  be 

The  sauour  wil  infecte  trustej)  me  889 

Lo  ))us  be  smellinge  a7id  be  )>rede  bare  arraie 

If  ])at  men  lust  ))is  folke  J)ei  knowe  male 
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And  if  a  man  wil  ax  him  priuely 

Whi  Jjei  bue  closed  so  vnthriftely .  893 

Itiht  anone  fei  wil  roune  in  his  ere 

And  seie  if  pel  espied  were 

Men  wold  hem  fie  be  cause  of  hire  science 

Lo  pus  folke  be-trayen  Innocence  897 

Passe  ouer  pia  .1.  go  my  tale  vntoo 

Er  j^at  pe  pote  be  on  pe  fire  ydoo 

Of  Metaile  wij)  a  certeine  quantite  [leaf  lot,  teck] 

Mi  lorde  hem  temprej)  and  no  man  bot  he  901 

Nowe  he  is  gone  .1.  dare  sei  boldely 

For  as  men  seine  he  can  do  craftely . 

Algate  .1.  wote  wele  he  ha))e  suche  a  name 

And  3itte  ful  ofbe  he  rennej)  in  pe  blame  905 

And  witte  }e  howe  ful  oft  it  hapnej)  so 

pe  potte  to-breke]>  and  fare  wele  al  is  goo 

^es  metals  been  of  so  grete  violence 

Owre  waUes  maie  nouht  make  hem  resistence  909 

Bott  if  ^ei  wrowht  of  lime  and  stone 

]>ei  percen  so  and  )>oruhe  pe  wal  )>ei  gone 

And  sum  of  hem  sinken  in  to  }>e  groimde 

^us  haue  we  lost  be  times  mony  a  po[u]nd  913 

And  somme  erne  scaterd  al  pe  flore  aboute 

Somme  lepen  in  to  ^e  roof  wiJ)J)e-outen  doute 

^ouhe  ]>at  pe  fende  note  in  oure  siht  he^n  schewe 

.1.  trow  ^at  he  wi^  vs  be  J)at  schrewe  917 

In  heH  where  ^at  his  lorde  and  sire 

Ke  is  pere  no  more  woo  ne  angur  ne  Ire 

Whan  pskt  owre  potte  is  broke  as  .1.  haue  seide 

Euery  man  Chitte  and  halt  him  yuel  apaide  921 

Som  seide  it  was  longe  on  pe  fire  makeinge 

Somme  seide  nay .  it  was  longe  oti  pe  bloweynge 

Than  was  .1.  ferde  for  ]>at  was  myne  office 

Strawe  quod  pe  Jiredde  ^e  be  lewde  and  nyee  925 

It  was  nouht  tempred  as  it  ouhte  to  be 

Kay  quod  pe  ierpe  stinte  and  herken  me 
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Be  cause  oure  fire  was  noulit  maade  of  beche 

)Fat  is  pe  cause  none  o]>er  so  ^eeche  929 

.1.  can  not  teH  where  on  it  is  e^longe 

Bot  wele  .1.  wote  grete  strife  is  vs  amonge 

Wliat  quod  my  lord  pere  is  no  more  to  done 

Of  J>es  ponies  .1.  wil  be  ware  eft  sone  933 

.1.  am  riht  seker  J)at  fe  pott  was  erased 

Be  as  be  maye  be  je  no  J)inge  amasud 

As  Ysage  is  late  swepe  j^e  flore  as  swy^e 

Fluke  ype  ^oure  berte  aiid  be  je  gladde  and  bli)>e         937 

The  moUok  on  an  bepe  yswepped  was 

And  on  )>e  flore  cast  a  canvas 

And  al  pis  moILok  in  a  sif  yjirowe 

And  ysiftide  and  yplucked  mony  a  fro  we  941 

Fa9*de  quod  one  su»ime  what  of  oure  metale 

jitt  is  J)ere  here  ]>ouhe  we  baue  noubt  al  ciaaf  i«i 

And  J)oube  )>is  J)inge  misbapped  baj^e  as  nowe 

Anofer  time  it  maie  be  wele  ynowbe  945 

Ys  most  putte  oure  goode  in  aduenture 

A  marcbant  parde  maie  noubt  aie  endure 

TristneJ)  me  wele  in  bis  prosperite 

Som  time  is  goode  is  drowned  in  pQ  see  949 

And  sum  time  it  commep  sauf  vnto  pe  londe 

Pes  quod  my  lorde  pQ  next  time  .1.  wil  fonde 

To  bringe  oure  crafte  al  in  emopere  plite 

And  bote  .1.  do  sires  latt  me  baue  pe  wite  953 

Tbere  was  defaute  in  sum  wbat  wele  .1.  wote 

An  opeie  seide  pe  fire  was  onei-e  bote 

Bot  be  hit  bote  or  colde  .1.  dar  sei  j^is 

J)at  we  concluden  euermore  amys  957 

We  failen  of  )}at  whiche  fat  we  wolde  baue 

And  oure  madnesse  euer  more  we  raue 

And  whan  we  hue  to-geder  eu«rychon 

"Enerj  man  semef  as  wise  as  Salomon  961 

Bot  al  f inge  whiche  fat  schynef  as  f e  gold 

Is  not  golde  as  .1.  baue  horde  it  toldo 

LANSU0WN£   408   (O-T.  558) 


SIX-TEXT   559 

GROUF  0.  §  3.  CAN.-TEOM.  PREAMBLE.  Lansdowne  MS. 

Ke  ejiery  appel  J>at  is  faiie  att  ey^e 

Ke  is  not  good  whatt  so  men  clappe  or  ciie  965 

Biht  so  loo  farith  it  amongus  vs 

He  ^at  seme))  ye  wisest  be  ihesus^  U  us  Uic] 

Is  most  foole  whan  it  commej)  to  )>e  prefe 

And  he  )>at  seme^  trewest  is  a  ^efe  969 

)>at  schol  je  knowe  er  pat  .L  fiomme  30 we  wende 

Be  ])at  .1.  of  my  tale  haue  maade  an  ende 

[No  break  in  the  if/S.] 
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[THE  TALE.] 

THer  is  a  chanon  of  religion  .ij*.  pars 

Amonges  vs  wolde  enfecte  al  a  toiine  973 

l^oulie  it  as  grete  were  as  nynyue 
Borne  Alisander .  Troy .  and  o]7er  J)ie 
His  sleihtes  and  hia  infinite  falsenesse 
There  couJ)e  no  man  writen  as  .1.  gesse  977 

))ouhe  ])at  he  myht  leuen  a .  ]>owsande  3ere 
In  al  j)is  of  fals-nesse  ne  is  his  peie 
For  in  his  termes  he  wil  him  so  winde 

« 

And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  slyhe  a  kynde  981 

Whan  he  comun  schal  'wi])  any  wiht 

What  he  wil  make  him  dote  anone  riht 

Bot  it  pe  fende  he  as  his  seluen  is 

Ful  mony  a  man  ha^e  he  bigiled  ar  pia      Pwr  las,  back]     985 

And  wiH  if  J)at  he  maie  leue  a  while 

And  jit  men  riden  and  gon  ful  mony  a  myle 

Hinx  for  to  seeke  and  haue  acqueyntance 

l^at  knoweinge  of  his  fals  gouemance  989 

And  if  pe  luste  to  jeue  me  audience 

•L  wili  it  tellen  here  in  joure  presence 

Bot  worschipful  chanon  religious 

Ne  deme^  nouht  ]>at  .1.  sclander  joure  house  993 

Al  J)ouhe  my  tale  of  chanon  be 

Of  eucry  order  some  schrewe  is  parde 

And  god  for-bede  f&t  al  a  companye 

Sholde  rewe  a  singuler  mannes  folye  997 

To  sclander  jowe  is  not  myne  entente 

Bot  to  Corretten  ))at  mys  yment 
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This  tale  was  noujt  onely  tolde  for  ^owe 

Bot  eke  for  of  ere  mo  30  woote  wele  ho  we  1001 

J)at  amonge  cnstes  posteles  twelue 

}>ere  nas  no  traytui  bot  ludas  him  selue 

Than  whi  scholde  j)e  lemenant  al  haue  blame 

That  giltles  were .  by  ^owe  say  J.  )>e  same  1005 

Sauf  only  )>is  if  je  wil  herken  me 

If  any  ludas  in  30010  Couent  be 

Bemouej)  him  be  time  .1.  30we  rede 

If  schame  or  losse  nude  causen  any  diede  1009 

And  bu])e  no))inge  displesed  .1.  30 we  preie 

Bot  in  ])i8  caas  herkenej)  what  .1.  wil  seie 
K  London  was  a  preste  an  annueUere 
))at  J)er-inne  dwelled  had  mony  a  3ere  1013 

Whiche  was  so  plesant  and  so  s^niisable 
Vn-to  fe  wiff  where  he  was  att  table 
That  sche  wolde  snffur  him  no  )>inge  for  to  paye 
For  horde  ne  for  clof^einge  wente  he  neuer  so  gaye 
And  spendinge  siluer  hadde  he  riht  ynouhe 
J>ere-of  no  force  .1.  wol  precede  as  nowhe 
And  tel  forJ)e  my  tale  of  j)e  Chanoik 

^at  brouht  ])is  prest  to  confusion  1021 

This  fals  chanon  cam  vppon  a  daye 

Vnto  fe  prestes  chambre  Jjer  he  laye 

Besecheinge  him  to  lene  him  a  certeine 

Of  golde  and  he  wolde  white  him  a-3eine  1025 

Lene  me  a  marke  q^uod  he  bot  dales  pie 

And  att  my  dale  .L  wil  it  quyte  fe  parfiM] 

And  it  so  be  j)ou  finde  me  fals 

Ano))er  daie  honge  me  be  pe  hals  1029 

This  preste  him  toko  a  marke  and  pB.t  als  swi]>e 

And  )>is  chanon  him  )>onked  oft  eipe 

And  toko  his  leue  and  went  forJ)e  his  weie 

And  att  pe  ])ered  daie  brouht  his  monye  1033 

And  to  )>i8  preste  he  toko  pia  golde  a3eine 

There-of  ^is  prest  was  glad  and  feine 
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Certes  quod  he  no  ]>mge  anoye])  me 

To  lene  a  man  a  noble  or  tuo  or  ]>re  1037 

Or  what  J)inge  were  in  myn  possessione 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condicione 
f&i  in  no  wise  breke  wil  his  daie 

To  suche  a  man  .1.  can  neuer  saie  naye  1041 

What  quod  pis  chanon  schold  .1.  be  vntrewe 
Kaye  it  were  ])inge  fallen  al  of  ^e  newe 
TreuJ)e  is  a  J)inge  ])at  .1.  wil  cuer  kepe 
In  to  J)e  daie  in  whiche  ]>at  [I]  schal  crepe  1045 

In  to  my  graue  arid  elles  god  for-bede 
BeleueJ)  ])is  as  seker  as  is  30ure  crede 
God  ]K)nke  .1.  aiid  in  goode  time  be  it  seide 
y&t  ^er  was  neuer  man  3it  yuel  appaide  1049 

"For  golde  ne  siluer  yai  he  to  me  lent 
And  neaer  falsed  in  myne  herte  y  ment 
And  air  quod  he  nowe  of  my  pnuete 
And  se]>en .  je  so  goodly  haue  bue  to  me  1053 

And  Isiped  to  me  so  grete  gentillesse 
'  Som  whatte  to  whiten  wi]>  ^oure  kindencsse 
•I.  wil  jowe  schewe  .&.  if  30 we  lust  to  lere 
.1.  schal  it  schewe  to  30 we  anone  riht  here  1057 

Howe  .L  kan  worchen  in  filosophie 
Take])  goode  hede  je  scholn  sene  wele  att  ye 
fskt  .1.  wil  do  a  maistre  ar  .1.  goo 

3e  sir  quod  )>e  preste .  ^e  sire  arid  wil  je  so  1061 

Mary  Jwre-of  .1.  praie  30 we  hertely 
Att  30ure  co77imandement  sir  treuly 
Q//od  J)e  chanon  and  elles  god  for-bede 
Lo  how  pia  pei  cou]>e .  his  seruise  bede  1065 

Ful  BopQ  it  is  ])at  suche  proferd  seruise 
8tinkeJ)e  as  wittenes  ])is  olde  wyse 
And  pai  ful  sone  .1.  wil .  it  venfie 

In  pis  chanone  is  rote  of  al  trecherie      o^tiBi,  imck]      1069 
That  euermore  delite  ha]>e  and  gladnesse 
Suche  fendoly  )>ouhtes  in  his  hert  empresse 
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Howe  cristes  peple  he  maie  to  mescbief  bringe 

God  kepe  ys  fromme  his  fals  discimuliuge  1073 

"What  wist  J>is  preste  wij>  whoine  he  delte 

Ke  of  his  harme  comynge  noj^inge  he  felte 

0  cele  preste  o  cell  Innocent 

Wij»  Couetise  anone  ])ou  schalt  be  blent  1077 

O  graceles  fal  blinde  is  ]>i  conceite 

No  Jjinge  ert  ])ow  war  of  J>i  deceit 

Whiche  ]>at  ]>is  fox  schapen  ha])  to  ]>e 

His  wjle  wrenches  ]>ou  maiste  noubt  flyhe  1081 

Wher-fore  to  go  to  |>e  conclusion 

]iat  referre])  to  |>i  confusion 

Vnliappe  man  anone  .L  wil  me  hihe 

To  tellen  fin  ynwitte  aiul  pi  folye  1085 

And  eke  pQ  falsenesse  of  ])at  ofer  wreche 

As  ferfor  as  my  connynge  wil  streche 

|>is  chanon  was  my  lorde  30  wolde  wene 

Sir  oft  in  faipe  and  hue  ))e  heuen  quene  1089 

It  was  auoj^or  chanon  and  nouht  he 

])at  can  an  .C.  folde  more  sotelte 

He  hap  be-traied  folke  mony  a  time 

Of  his  falsnesse  it  delitej)  me  to  rime  109S 

£uer  whan  .1.  speke  of  his  falseda 

For  schame  of  him  my  cheke  waxen  rede 

Al  gates  pei  be-gon  for  to  glowe 

For  redenes  haue  .1.  riht  nowe  wele  .L  knowe  1097 

In  my  vesage  for  sinnes  diners 

Of  Metals  whiche  je  haue  herd  me  reherce 

Consumed  and  wastede  haj^e  myne  redenesse 

Now  take])  hede  of  my  cbanons  cursednesse  1101 

Sir  quod  he  to  pe  preste  lat  30ure  man  gone 

ro[r]  whiksiluer  fat  we  is  had  anone 

And  latte  him  bringe  vnces  tuo  or  )jre 

And  whan  he  comme]>  als  fast  schal  we  se  1 105 

A  wonder  j)inge  whiche  je  sawe  neuer  ar  ])is 

Sir  quodf  ])e  preste  it  schal  be  done  ywisse 
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He  bad  his  s^ruant  fechen  him  his  pinge 

And  he  al  rede  was  at  his  bedynge  1109 

And  went  him  for  and  cam  anon  a3eine 

"WiJ  J>is  whike  siluer  schortly  for  to  eejne  [haf  i«] 

And  toke  j)es  ynces  ]>re  to  pe  chanone 

And.  he  it  leide  faire  an^  wele  adoune  1113 

And  bad  ]>e  seniant  coles  for  to  bringe 

^t  he  anone  myht  go  to  his  wirkeinge 

fe  coles  riht  anone  weren  yfet 

And  j)is  chanon  toke  oute  a  croselet  1117 

Of  his  bosome  and  schewe  it  pe  prest 

This  quod  he  whiche  j)at  pon  sest 

Take  in  pine  hande  and  put  ])i  self  pare  inne 

Of  (is  whike  siluere  an  vnce  and  here  beginne  1121 

In  pQ  name  of  crist  to  wex  a  philosofer 

Ther  bene  ful  fewe  whiche  fat  .1.  wil  profer 

To  schewe  hem  J)us  muche  of  my  science 

For  3e  schol  seen  here  be  experience  1 1 25 

])at  pis  siluer  .1.  wil  mortifie 

Kiht  in  joure  siht  anone  vnp  oute  lye 

And  moak  it  as  god  siluer  and  als  fyne 

As  Jer  is  any  in  joure  porce  or  in  myne  1129 

And  perio  als  doulcete  and  malliable 

And  elles  holde  me  fals  and  vn-able 

Amonge  folk  euer  to  appere 

.1.  haue  a  pouder  here,  it  cost  me  dere  1133 

Schal  make  al  good  for  it  is  cause  of  a) 

Mi  konnynge  whiche .  poi  J.  30 we  schew  shaH 

Yoide])  joure  man  and  lat  him  be  ]>er  oute 

An  schette  pe  dore  whiles  we  bene  aboute  1137 

Oure  pr/uete  pot  no  man  vs  aspie 

Whiles  we  werken  in  Jjis  philosophie 

Al  as  he  bad  ffiil£lled  was  in  dede 

j>is  ilke  seruant  anon  riht  oute  ^ede  1141 

And  his  maister  schett  pe  dore  anone 

An  to  her  laboure  spedely  f  ei  gone 
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yea  prtiste  att  fia  cursed  chanofis  bydynge 

Ypon  fe  fire  a-none  sett  pis  finge  1H5 

And  blewe  pe  fire  and  besid  him  ful  fast 

And  })is  chanon  in  to  )7is  cioselett  cast 

A  pouder  note  .1.  wher-of  it  was 

.y.-maade  of  chalk  o]>er6  of  glas  1149 

Or  sum  whatte  elles  was  nouht  wor])e  a  fiie 

To  blinde  wi})e  fis  preste  and  badd  him  hihe 

pea  coles  for  to  cowchen  al  aboue 

This  Croslet  for  in  token  {yat  .1.  ^  loue    [iMf  let,  book]    1153 

Quod  })is  chanofi  {yine  hondes  tuoo 

Schal  worche  al  ^inge  whiche  as  schal  be  doo 

Giemercy  quod  ^e  pre-ste  and  was  ful  gladde 

And  couched  coles  as  )7e  Chanon  badd  1157 

And  whiles  he  besy  was  ^is  fendely  wrecche 

})is  fals  chanoii  pe  foule  fende  him  fecche 

Oute  of  his  bosom  toke  a  bechen  cole 

In  whiche  ful  sotelly  was  maad  an  hole  1161 

And  ^ereinne  pitt  was  of  siluer  limaile 

An  Ynce  and  stopped  was  wij»  oute  faile 

This  hole  vnp  wex  to  kepe  the  limal  iune 

An[d]  ynderstonde^  ^at  piB  false  gynne  1165 

Was  not  maade  pere  hot  it  was  maade  to  fore 

And  o]»er  l^inges  .1.  schal  tel  more 

Here  after  warde  whiche  )»at  he  wi})  him  brouht 

At  he  com  pere  to  begile  him  he  ^ouht  1169 

And  so  he  dide  are  he  went  a  twynne 

Til  he  had  tomyd  him  kouJ»e  he  not  blinne 

It  duUe)?  me  whan  ^at  .1.  of  him  speke 

On  his  fals  hede  faine  wolde  .1.  me  awreke  1173 

If  J.  wist  howe  hot  he  is  here  and  pete 

He  is  so  variant  he  bide})  no  where 

Bo[t]  take))  hede  no  we  sires  for  goddes  loue 

He  toke  his  cole  of  whiche  .1.  spak  aboue  1 177 

And  in  his  honde  lie  bare  it  priuely 

And  whiles  pe  pnste.  couched  besili 
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fe  coles  as  .L  tolde  30W  er  ^is 

J»is  Chanon  seide  fiiende  30  done  amys  1181 

J»is  is  nooht  coached  as  it  onht  to  be 

Bot  sone  .1.  schal  amend  it  quod  he 

Nowe  lat  me  medel  ^Te-wi]»  bot  a  while 

For  of  3oae  hane  .L  pete  be  sein  gile  1185 

}e  been  riht  hote  .1.  see  wele  how  }e  swete   - 

Hane  here  a  clo)»e  and  wype  aweie  fe  wete 

And  whan  J»e  piest  him  wyped  haas 

This  Chanon  toke  his  cole  .1.  schrewe  his  face  1189 

And  leid  it  TjMn  abouen  fe  Midward 

Of  fe  cioselett .  And  blewe  wele  afterward 

Til  ^at  fe  Coles  gan  fast  heme 

I^ow  jif  Ys  drinke  quod  J»e  Chanone  ^ann  1193 

Als  swi]»e  al  schal  be  wele  .1.  yndertake. 

Sit  we  doune  and  lete  vs  mery  make  hmT  i«] 

And  whann  })e  chanons  bechen  cole 

Was  brente  al  })e  limal  onte  of  the  hole  1 197 

Tnto  ]>e  croselet  anone  fel  adonne 

And  so  it  mot  nodes  be  resoune 

Se)7]KUi  it  so  heuen  aboue  couched  was 

Bot  ^ere-of  wist  no  }>inge  pe  praste  alas  1201 

He  demed  al  ^e  coles  ylyche  goode 

For  of  })e  sleyht  no  ^inge  he  vnderstode 

And  whan  ^is  Alkamistrie  sauhe  is  time 

Kise})  vp  air  pnste  and  stonde  be  me  1205 

And  for  .L  wote  Ingote  haue  ^e  none 

Gop^  walke)»  iorpe  and  bringe})  a  chalke  stone 

For  .1.  wil  make  it  of  pe  same  schappe 

pat  is  an  Ingote  if  .1.  maie  haue  happe  1209 

And  bringe  wipe  ^owe  a  bol  or  a  panne 

Ful  of  water  and  je  schal  see  )»anne 

How  ^at  oure  besines  schal  happe  and  preue 

And  3it  for  30  schal  haue  no  mysbeleue  1213 

Ne  wronge  conseite  of  me  in  ^oure  absence 

I  wil  nouht  hue  oute  of  joure  presence 
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Bot  go  ynp  ^owe  and  com  wif  30W  ageine 

The  chamber  dore  schortlj  to  seine  1217 

Thei  opened  and  schette  aTid  went  for})e  her  waie 

And  ioTpe  wip  hem  fei  caried  pe  keie 

And  comen  a3eine  wip  outen  any  delaye 

What  scholde  .1.  tary  al  pe  longe  dale  1221 

He  toke  *  pe  chalke  and  schoppe  it  in  peA,  wise 

Of  an  Ingote  as  .1.  schal  ^owe  dcuise 

.1.  seye  he  tok  out  of  his  owen  sleue 

A  cheyne  of  siluer .  yuel  mot  he  cheue  1225 

"WTiiche  fat  was  bot  an  vnce  of  wheyht 

And  take})  hede  nowe  of  his  cursede  sleyht 

He  schop  his  Ingote  in  Ienge]>  and  in  brede 

Of  )7e  cheyne  vrip  outen  any  drede  1229 

So  slely  ]7at  pe  preste  it  nouht  aspide 

And  in  his  sleue  ageine  he  gau  it  hide 

An[d]  frome  {ye  lire  toke  vp  his  matier 

And  iatope  yngote  it  putte  Yrip  meri  chere  1233 

And  in  to  )7e  water  vessel  he  it  kest 

Whan  pat  him  lust  and  badde  pe  preste  as  fast 

Loke  what  po'e  is  put  in  )7ine  honde  and  grope 

Thou  schalte  finde  per  siluer  as  .1.  hope    [iMfiae,biiek]    1237 

What  deuel  of  hcl  scholde  it  elles  be 

Chaueynge  of  siluer  silue  is  parde 

He  putte  in  his  honde  and  tok  vp  a  teyne 

Off  siluer  fyne  and  glad  in  euery  veine  1241 

Was  pia  pn'ste  whan  he  sauhe  J^at  it  was  so 

Goddes  blissinge  aiid  his  moders  also 

And  al  halowes  haue  ^e  sii*  Chanon 

Seid  pe  presto  and  .1.  here  Malisofi  1245 

Bot  and  ^e  vouche  sauf  to  teche  me 

This  noble  craft  and  })is  soteltie 

.1.  wil  be  joures  in  al  J^at  euer  .1.  maie 

Quad  pe  chanone  3it  wil  .1.  make  asaie  1249 

pe  secunde  time  })at  3e  mo  we  take  hede 

And  bee  experte  of  })is  ayid  in  30ure  nede 
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Anoj^er  dale  in  Mine  absence 

This  discipline  and  pia  ciafte  science  1253 

Lat  take  ano)»er  vnce  quod  he  fo 

Of  whiche  siluer  mj}})e  outen  wordes  moo 

And  do  perwip  as  ^e  haue  done  ar  J»is 

WyJ)e  fat  operQ  whiche  fat  nowe  silu^re  is  1257 

This  p7'6ste  him  besief  in  al  fat  he  can 

To  done  as  fis  chanone  f is  cursed  man 

Commandef  him .  and  fast  blewe  fe  fire 

For  to  come  to  feffette  of  his  desire  1261 

And  f is  chanon  riht  in  fe  mene  while 

Al  redi  was  fis  preste  oft  to  begile 

And  for  a  countenance  in  his  honde  bare 

An  holowe  stikke  take  hede  and  be  ware  1265 

In  fe  ende  of  whiche  an  vnce  atui  no  more 

Of  siluer  lymal  put  was  al  be-fore 

Was  in  his  coide  ajid  stopped  wif  wax  wele 

for  to  kepe  inne  his  lymal  euereydele  1269 

And  while  fis  preste  was  in  his  besinesse 

This  chanon  wif  his  stike  gan  him  dresse 

To  him  a-none  and  his  pouder  kast  inne 

As  he  dide  ere  fe  deuel  out  of  his  kinne  1273 

Uim  tome  .1.  praie  to  god  for  his  fabe-hede 

For  he  was  euer  fals  in  worde  and  dede 

And  wif  his  stikke  a-boue  fe  croselett 

That  was  ordeygned  wif  fat  fals  gett  1277 

He  stiref  fe  coles  til  relent  gan 

The  wex  a^eine  fe  fire  as  enerj  man  iianf  i«73 

Bot  it  a  fole  be  f  wote  wele  and  mot  nede 

And  al  fat  in  fe  hole  was  oute  ^ede  1281 

And  in  to  f  e  croselet  hastely  it  fel 

f  e  prMe  supposed  nouht  bot  wele 

Bot  busid  him  fast  and  was  wonder  feyne 

Supposinge  nouht  bot  treufe  sofe  to  seine  1285 

He  was  so  glad  .1.  can  nouht  expresse 

In  no  manure  his  merfe  and  his  gladnesse 
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And  to  ^e  Chanon  he  profeid  eft  sone 

Body  and  goode  je  quod  pe  chanono  sone  1289 

]>ouhe  poure  .1.  be  crafte  pon  schalt  me  finde 

.L  warne  pe  ^it  is  pere  more  be-hinde 

Is  pere  any  coper  here  inne  seide  he 

je  air  quod  pe  preste  .1.  troue  fere  be  1293 

Elles  go  by  sum  and  pat  aswy^e 

Nowe  sir  go  for  pi  waie  and  hyhe  p& 

And  went  his  waie  and  wi])  his  coper  he  came 

And  l^is  chanon  in  his  hode  it  name  1297 

And  of  })at  coper  weyde  oute  hot  an  vnce 

Al  to  simple  is  my  tonge  to  pronounce 

His  mostre  and  his  witto  pe  doublenesse 

Of  pia  chanone  rote  of  Corsednesse  1301 

He  semed  frendly  to  him  J^at  knewe  him  nouht 

Bot  he  was  fendely  bo})e  in  werke  and  po\jiht 

It  werie])  me  to  telle  of  his  falsenesse 

And  ne]»eles  3it  wil  .1.  it  expresse  1305 

To  J}at  entent  {yat  men  maie  be  war  })er6  bye 

And  for  none  o)»er  cause  treulye 

He  putto  })LS  vnce  of  coper  in  to  )»e  crosellet 

And  on  ^e  fire  also  swi^e  he  ha]>e  it  sett  1309 

And  kest  in  ponder  and  maade  pe  preste  to  blowe 

And  in  his  worcheinge  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  dide  erst  aTid  al  was  bott  a  lape 

Eiht  as  him  lust  pe  preste  he  maade  his  ape  1313 

And  afterwarde  in  to  ^e  Ingote  he  it  kest 

And  in  pe  panne  put  it  att  ^e  last 

Of  water  and  inne  he  put  his  owen  honde 

And  in  his  sleue  as  ^e  befome  honde  1317 

Herde  me  tell  he  had  a  siluer  cheyne 

He  slyhely  toke  is  oute  p'lA  cursed  hyne 

Ynwetinge  pia  preste  of  his  fals  craft 

And  in  pe  pannes  bothom  he  ha])  it  left    [iMif  ie7,iMU!k]    1321 

Andiape  water  rumble})  to  and  fro 

And  wonder  pn'uely  toke  it  vpp  also 
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fe  coper  teyne  nouh[t]  knoweinge  fe  presto 

And  hid  it  and  hent  him  be  ^e  bresie  1325 

And  to  him  spak  and  })UB  seide  he  in  his  game 

Stoupe)7e  adoune  be  god  ^e  be  to  blame 

Helpc)7e  me  nowe  as  '.I.  dide  30 we  whilere 

Put  in  joure  honde  and  loke  what  is  })ere  1329 

This  preste  toke  vppe  J^is  siluer  teyne  anone 

And  ])an  seide  ]>e  Chanon  latt  vs  gone 

Wif  fes  pve  teynes  whiche  fat  we  haue  wronht 

To  summe  golsmyfe  and  wit  if  it  be  owhte  1333 

For  be  my  feife  .1.  nolde  for  myne  bode 

Bot  if  fei  were  siluer  line  and  gode 

And  ]>at  as  swy])e  proued  schal  he  be 

Vnto  pe  goldsmythe  wijj  )»es  teynes  pre  1337 

Thei  wente  and  put  pes  teynes  in  assaie 

To  fire  and  hamur  myht  no  man  seie  naie 

Bot  ])ei  were  as  hem  ouht  to  be 

piB  soted  preste  who  was  gladder  fan  he  1341 

Was  neuer  bridde  gladder  £^eines  pe  dale 

Ne  nyhtgale  in  pe  seson  of  maie 

Was  neu^e  none  fat  lust  better  to  singe 

Ke  lady  lustier  in  Carolynge  1345 

And  for  to  speke  and  loue  and  wommanhede 

Ne  knyhte  in  armes  done  an  hardy  dede 

To  stonden  in  grace  of  his  ladie  dere 

fan  hadde  fis  preste  fis  craft  to  lere  1349 

And  to  f  e  chanon  f  us  he  spak  and  seide 

For  f e  loue  of  god  fat  for  us  al  deyde 

And  as  .1.  maye  deserue  it  vn  to  3owe 

What  schal  fis  receyte  cost  tellef  nowe  1353 

Be  oure  lady  quod  fis  chanon .  it  is  dere 

.1.  wame  jowe  bot  saue  .1.  and  a  frere 

In .  yngelonde  pere  can  no  man  it  make 

No  fors  quod  he  now  sir  for  goddes  saake  1357 

What  schal  ,1.  paye  tel  me  .1.  fe  preye 

.I.-wys  quod  he  it  is  ful  dere  J,  seie . 
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Sire  att  o  worde  if  Jjat  pe  list  it  haue  1360 

36  schol  paie  fourte^  pounde  so  god  me  saue   C>  a  laur  p  added] 

And  ne  were  })e  frindeschippe  })at  je  dide  ar  pia . 

To  me  je  scholde  paie  more  y wys  p«af  i«3 

This  pieste  J^e  summe  of  .xl.  pounde  anone 

Of  nobles  fette .  &  toke  hem  euerychone  1365 

To  J^is  Chanon  for  pia  ilke  receit 

Al  his  worcheinge  was  fraude  and  deceite 

Sire  preste  he  seide  .1.  kepe  for  haue  no  los 

Of  my  craft  for  .1.  wolde  it  were  kepped  clos  1369 

And  as  ^e  louej^e  me  kepe)?  it  secre  ^ 

For  and  men  knewe  al  my  subtilite 

Be  god  men  wolde  haue  so  grete  envie 

To  me  be  cause  of  my  philosophie  1373 

.1.  scholde  be  dede  pere  were  none  opere  weye 

God  it  for-bede  quod  pe  preste  what  je  seye 

3it  had  .1.  leuer  spende  aH  pe  goode 

Whiche  J^at  .1.  haue  and  elles  wex  .1.  woods  1377 

])an  ]>at  je  scholde  fall  in  suche  meschife 

For  ^oure  goode  wil  aire  haue  30  riht  good  prefe 

Quod  pe  chanone  wele  graunt  mercie 

He  went  his  waye  and  uexier  pQ  priste  him  sihe  1381 

After  ]»it  daie  and  whan  ^at  pia  preste  schold 

Maken  assay .  att  suche  time  as  he  wolde 

Of  J)is  receyte  fare  wele  it  wil  nouht  be 

Lo  pua  be-Iaped  and  begilcd  was  he  1385 

Thus  make]»  he  his  introducc/on 

To  bringe  folke  to  hire  destruccton 

IT  ConsidereJ)  sires  howe  ])at  myche  astate 

Be-twex  men  and  golde  pax  is  debate  1389 

So  fcrioTpe  })at  ynne})es  pare  is  one 

This  multepliynge  blinde)^*  so  mony  one 

pai  in  good  fei})e  I  trowe  ]>at  it  be 

pQ  cause  grettest  of  al  subtilite*  1393 

This  Phylosophres  speken  so  mystelye 

In  pia  craft  })at  men  can  nouht  com  p&c  bye 

LANSDOWKE  421   (6-T.  67l) 


SIX-TEXT  572 

GROUP  Q.  §  4.  CAK.'s-TfiOMAN's  TALK  LaiLBdowno  MS. 

For  any  witte  ])at  men  hane  nowe  a  dayes 

^i  maie  wele  Chitter  and  ganglen  as  done  J^es  layes  1397 

And  in  her  termes  sett  lust  and  peine 

Bot  to  here  porpoe  schal  p^  neuere  atteyne 

A  man  may  lybtlyche  leren  if  he  haue  oohte 

To  multeply  and  bringe  his  good  to  nouht  1401 

Lo  suche  a  locre  is  in  ^is  lusty  game 

A  mannes  mer^e  it  wil  tome  al  to  gram 

And  empte  also  grete  and  heuy  porces 

And  make  folke  to  purchasen  curses  (inf  lea^  bM&j 

Of  hem  ^at  han  pere-to  here  good  ylente  1 406 

O  fy .  for  schame  yei  J^at  haue  be  brente 

Alas  Can  fei  nouht  flye  pe  fires  hete 

30  pai  it  vsen  .1.  rede  ^owe  it  lete  1409 

Lest  ^e  lees  al '  for  bet  ]>an  neuer  is  late 

Keuer  to  })riue  were  to  longe  a  date 

})Oube  30  prolle  aye  ^e  schol  it  neuer  finde 

30  bene  als  bolde  as  is  bayer  pe  blynde  1413 

^at  blunder])  for]>  and  peril  castep  he  none 

He  is  as  bolde  to  renne  a3eine  a  stone 

As  for  to  go  be  side  in  pe  weie 

So  fare  3e  psA,  multeplie  .1.  seie  1417 

If  {yat  oure  y3en  kan  not  seen  a  riht 

Looke))  ])at  3oure  mynde  lake  nouht  30ure  siht 

For  ])ouhe  3e  looke  neuere  so  brode  and  stare 

3e  schol  nouht  wynne  a  myte  of  poi  chaffare  1421 

Bot  wasten  al  ^at  36  maie  rappe  and  rinne 

Wi))-drawe  pe  fire  lest  it  so  fast  birne 

Medele])e  no  more  vrip  ])at  art  .1.  meue 

For  3if  3e  done  30ure  ])reft .  is  gone  ful  cleno  1425 

And  riht  als  swi^e  .1.  wil  30ue  to  here 

What  })at  pe  Philosophres  seine  in  J^is  matiere 

Lo  J)us  8ei]>e  Amalde  of  pe  Newtouno 

As  his  rosarie  make)»  Mencioune  1429 

He  sei)7e  riht  ])us  \np  outen  any .  lye 

There  maie  no  man  Meixiuri  Mortifie 
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£ot  if  it  be  "wip  his  bro]»er  knowelecheinge 

Howe  paX  he  wiche  ^at  iiist  seide  ^is  ])ingQ  1433 

Of  philosophres  fader  was  Ennes 

SeiJ^e  howe  ^at  pe  dn^on  dou  teles 

Ne  deye})  not  bot  if  he  he  sleine 

WiJ)  is  bro})er  and  ]>at  is  for  to  seyne  1437 

Be  pe  dragon  Mercurie  and  none  oper 

Ue  ynderstode  poi  bromston  were  is  broj^er^ 

poX  oute  of  sol  and  luna  were  ydrawe 

And  ])erfore  seide  he  take  hede  to  my  sawe  1441 

Latt  no  man  besy  hime  pia  arte  for  to  seche 

Bot  he  )>at  pe  entencion  and  speche 

Of  Fhilosofres  vnderstonde  kan 

And  if  he  doo  he  is  a  lewde  man  1445 

For  {yis  science  and  j)is  coTinynge  quod  he . 

Is  of  secre  of  secretees  parde  Qm^  i»] 

Also  perQ  was  a  disciple  of  Plato 

pB,t  on  a  time  seide  his  maister  to  1449 

As  his  booke  sonier  wil  here  wittuesse 

And  pia  was  his  demaunde  in  soj^efastnesse 

Tel  me  pe  name  of  J^e  pmie  stoone 

And  plato  ansewerd  vnto  him  anone  1453 

Take  •])at  titanus  men  name 

Whiche  is  })at  quod  he  Magnesia  is  pe  same 

Seide  Plato  f  ^e  sire  and  es  it  Jjus 

pia  is  ignotum  per  ignocius  1457 

What  is  magnesia  good  sire  .1.  preie 

It  is  a  water  pst  is  maad  .1.  seie 

Of  elementes  foure  quod  plato 

Tel  me  pe  roches  good  sir  quod  he  J)o  1461 

Of  fat  water  if  it  be  jonre  witt 

Naie  Naie  qiiod  plato  certeine  fat  .1.  nyll 

The  philosophres  were  swome  euerychofl 

pat  fei  scholde  discoue^re  it  to  no  moil  1465 

"Ne  in  no  booke  it  write  in  no  manere 

For  ynto  criste  it  is  so  leue  and  dere 
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]>at  he  wil  nou3t  })at  it  discouerd  be 

Bot  where  so  it  like|»  to  his  deite  1469 

Man  to  enspire  and  eke  to  defende 

Whome  })at  him  lyke})  lo  \\a  is  J»e  ende 

That  condade  .1.  ])U8  se]>en  })at  god  of  heuen 

Ne  wil  not  fat  j)e  philo[so]fie8  neven  1473 

Howe  fat  a  man  schal  com  vn-to  f is  stone 

•L  rede  as  for  fe  beste  latt  it  gone 

For  who  so  makef  god  his  aduersarie 

As  for  to  worche  any  finge  in  contrary e  1477 

Ynto  his  wil  certes  neuer  schal  he  friue 

Thouhe  fat  he  mnltiplie  terme  of  his  Hue 

And  fe^'e  a  pointe  for  endid  is  my  tale 

God  sende  eu^ry  trewman  bote  of  his  bale  1481 

Explicit  fabnla . 
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Con  uafim:    Incipit  prologue  HtLgistn  Phisici . 

NOwe  trewly  quod  oure  Oste  J^is  is  a  prati  tale 
For  litel  merveile  it  is  pat  fon  lokest  so  pale 
Se))en  ]>oa  hast  medeled  wip  so  mony  })inges 
Wi])  bloweinge  att  ^e  cole  to  melte  bo})e  brocliez  &  ringes 
And  opere  many  lewels  dar  .1.  viider-take  5 

And  pai  pi  lorde  cou})e  vs  tel :  if  we  myht  him  on^re-take 
Bot  lat  him  go  a  deuel  waye  pe  compaigny  is  neu^r  be  weis 
And  al  suche  fals  harlotes .  I.  sette  not  be  hem  a  kers 
Bot  latt  pas  ouere  nowe  al  ^es  subtilitees  9 

And  same  wor))i  man  tel  vs  summe  veritees 
As  30  woischipfol  Maister  of  Phisike 
Telle])  YS  somme  tale  ])at  is  a  cronyke  12 

]^at  we  may  of  ^owe  leren  sum  witte 
Qiwd  pe  Maister  of  Phisik  a  tale  ])at  .1.  finde  writte 
In  cronyke  passed  of  olde  tyme 

Herkene))  for  .1.  wil  tel  it  30W  in  rime  16 

Explicit  prologus . 
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^  Incipit  fiibn[l]a .       [o»  iMfxm,  h^\ 

rer  was  as  tellejr  vs  titus  liueus 
A  knyht  )»it  cleped  was  yirgineus 
Fulfilled  of  honours  &  woTjnnesse 
And  stronge  of  frendes  and  of  riches   .  4 

A  douhtere  lie  hadd  be  his  W3rf 
And  neuer  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lif 
Faire  was  \\&  maide  in  excellent  beautee 
Abouen  euery  whight  ]»at  male  see  8 

For  JS'ature  ha})e  wijy  souereigne  diligence 
.•Formed  hir  in  so  grete  excellence 
As  ]»ouhe  sche  wolde  seie  loo  .1.  Nature 
Thus  can  .1.  forme  and  painte  a  creature  12 

Whan  )»at  me  leste  who  can  me  counterfete 
Figmalyon  nouht  ]>ouhe  he  alweie  forge  or  bete 
Or  graue  or  peinte  for  .1.  dar  wel  seine 
ApoUus  jepherus  schold  werche  in  yeine  16 

To  graue  or  peinte  or  forge  or  bete 
If  \^\  presumed  me  for  to  counterfete 
For  he  ]>at  is  ])e  formottr  principal 

Ha^  maade  me  his  viser  general  iSS 

To  forme  and  peinte  eche  er]>ely  creature 
Biht  as  me  lest  for  al  ))inge  is  in  my  cure 
Ynder  J>e  mone  ]>at  maie  wane  and  wax 
And  for  my  werke  no  |)inge  wil  .1.  ax  24 
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My  loide  and  .1.  bene  fuUye  att  acoide 

.1.  maade  hire  to  fe  woischip  of  my  lorde 

So  do  .1.  al  myn  o})ere  creatures 

Of  [what]  colour  ])ei  hue  or  what  figoree  28 

Thus  semejy  me  })at  Nature  wold  seie 

This  maide  was  of  age  twelue  jere  and  tweye 

In  whiche  ])at  Nature  h&pe  suche  delite 

For  riht  as  sche  kan  peinte  as  lyle  white        [iMif  m]        32 

An[d]  Rode  as  rose  riht  wi]>  suche  peinture 

Sche  pointed  ha]>e  pia  noble  creature 

Ar  sche  was  borne  vppon  hir^  limmes  fre 

Were  als  briht  as  suche  coloures  scholde  be  36 

And  phebus  hadd  dyed  hire  tresses  grete 

Lyke  to  ^  stremes  of  his  burned  hete 

And  if  ])at  excellent  was  hire  beute 

A  Jrousand  folde  mor  vertuous  was  sche  40 

In  hire  ne  lakke})  no  condicione 

]>at  IB  to  preise  as  be  discrecione 

As  wele  in  body .  as  goste  chast  was  schee 

For  whiche  sche  floured  in  virginite  44 

Wi]»  al  humilite  and  abstinence 

And  wip  al  attemperance  and  pacience 

Wi])  mesure  eke  and  bereinge  of  araie 

Discrete  sche  was  in  ansewaringe  alweie  48 

]?ouhe  sche  were  wise  as  pallas  dar  .1.  seine 

Hire  faukonde  eke  ful  wommanly  and  pleyne 

None  conterfeted  termes  hadde  sche 

To  seme  wise  hot  after  hire  degre  52 

Sche  spakk  and  al  hir  wordes  more  and  lesse 

Souneinge  in  vertue  and  in  gentillesse 

Schamefast  sche  was  in  maidens  schamfastnesse 

Constant  in  hert  and  euer  in  his  besincsse  56 

To  dryue  hire  oute  of  hire  slogardie 

Bachus  hadde  of  hire  mou)»e  no  maistre 

For  wil  and  ]?ouht  to  done  venus  encrose 

As  men  in  fire  wil  kasten  oyle  or  greee  60 
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And  of  hir  owen  vertue  vnconstreyned 

Sche  ha)7e  ful  oft  time  hire  seke  feynecl 

For  fat  sche  wolde  flye  f e  companye 

Where  likly  was  to  treten  of  folye  64 

As  es  att  festes  reueles  and  att  daunces 

})at  bene  occasione  of  dalyaunces 

Suche  })inge3  maken  childern  for  to  bee 

To  sone  Eipe  and  bolde  as  men  maie  see  68 

Whiche  is  ful  perilous  and  ha)>e  be  3ore 

For  al  to  sone  maie  sche  leren  lore 

Of  boldenesse  whan  sche  is  a  wyfe 

And  je  maistresses  in  joure  olde  life  72 

])at  lordes  doubters  haue  in  gouemance 

Ke  take]?  of  mi  worde  no  displesance  [leaf  no.  buk] 

Thinges  fat  bien  set  in  goue/nynges 

Of  lordes  douhtres  only  for  tuo  f  inges  76 

Eyfer  for  30  ban  kepped  joure  honesie 

Or  elles  ^e  haue  faU  in  frelte 

And  knowe  wele  ynowhe  fe  olde  daunce 

And  konne  forsaake  fully  meschaunce  80 

For  euere  mo  f  er-fore  for  crist  saak 

Kepef  wel  \o  fat  je  vndertak 

A  fef  of  venison  fat  haf  for-laft 

His  lycorusnesse  and  al  his  f  efcs  craft  84 

Kan  kepe  a  forest  best  [of]  ony  man 

Nowe  kepef  e  hem  wele  for  3e  wele  can 

Lokef  wele  to  no  vice  fat  30  assent 

Lest  [3e]  be  dampned  for  3oure  yuel  entent  88 

For  who  so  dof  e  a  traitowr  is  certeine 

And  takef  of  fat  fat  .1.  schal  seine 

Of  al  tresofl  suf&eine  pestelence 

Is  whan  a  whight  be-trayef  Innocence  02 

3e  faders  and  3e  moders  eke  also 

]>ouhe  3e  haue  childern  be  it  on  or  mo 

■Joure  is  f  e  charge  of  al  her  suffrance 

Wliiles  f  ei  bien  vnder  gouernance  06 
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Be}>e  ware  pat  be  ensample  of  ^ouie  leueinge 

Ey])er  be  necligence  in  chastisinge 

pat  pei  ne  perische  for  .1.  dare  wele  seie 

5if  ]>at  })ei  done  30  schol  ful  sore  abje  100 

Ynder  a  scheperd  soft  and  necligent 

pe  wolf  ha})  mony  a  schepe  and  lamme  to-rent 

Sufficit  one  ensample  nowe  as  here 

For  .1.  most  tome  a3eine  to  matiere  104 

This  maide  of  whiche  .y  tel  my  tale  expresse 

Sche  kepped  hir  self  sche  neded  no  maistresse 

For  in  hire  leueynge  maydens  myht  rede 

As  in  a  boke  eucry  good  worde  and  dede  108 

^at  loDge])  to  a  mayden  vertuons 

Sche  was  so  prudent  and  so  bounteuons 

For  whiche  oute  spronge  on  euery  side 

Bo^e  of  hir  bente  arid  hire  bounte  wide  112 

{yat  {yorohe  J^e  londe  }>ei  presede  hire  ychon 

})at  loued  yertens  sane  envye  alone 

})at  sory  is  of  o]>er  mennes  wele 

And  gladde  is  of  his  sorwe  and  ynhele         pcafni]         116 

The  doctour  make))  ^is  descripcioune 

This  maide  went  on  a  daie  in-to  pe  tonne 

To-warde  pe  temple  wij?  hir  moder  dere 

As  is  of  3onge  Maidens  pe  manere  1 20 

Nowe  was  ^er  a  Justice  in  pe  tonne 

^at  gouemour  was  of  ))at  regioune 

And  so  befel  pia  luge  his  ey^en  kast 

Yppon  pis  maide  aviseinge  hire  fill  fast  124 

As  sche  cam  for])  by  ))ere  pe  luge  stode 

Anone  his  hert  channge})  and  his  moode 

So  was  he  cauht  wi})  pe  beaute  of  ))is  maide 

And  to  him  self  ful  pn'uely  he  seide  1 28 

This  maiden  schal  be  myne  for  any  man 

Anone  J^e  fende  in  to  his  hert  ran 

And  tauht  him  sodanly  be  what  sleyht 

The  maiden  to  his  pt^rpos  wynne  he  myht  132 
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For  certes  be  no  force  ne  be  no  meede 

TTim  yovihi  he  was  not  able  for  to  spede 

For  he  was  stronge  of  firendcs  and  eke  sche 

Confenned  was  in  suche  souereigne  bente  136 

That  wele  he  wist  he  myht  hits  neaer  wynne 

As  for  to  maake  hire  wij»  hire  bodi  synne 

For  whiche  wij»  grete  deliberaciouno 

He  sent  after  a  clerk  in  to  ]>e  tonne  HO 

The  whiche  he  knewe  ful  sotel  and  f ol  bolde 

This  luge  haj»e  vn-to  ^is  clerke  his  tale  ytolde 

In  secre  wise  and  maade  him  to  assure 

He  schold  tel  it  to  no  cieatnre  144 

And  if  he  dide  he  scholde  lese  his  hede 

And  whan  assented  was  J»is  cursed  rede 

Gladde  was  ^e  luge  and  maade  goode  chiere 

And  3af  him  jeftes  precious  and  dere  148 

Whan  schapen  was  al  ^\&  conspiracie 

From  pointe  to  pointe  howe  ]?at  his  licherye 

Farformed  schold  be  ful  sotellye 

As  }e  sehal  heren  afterward  openlye  152 

Home  go^e  ^is  derk  ])at  hiht  Claudius 

This  fals  luge  ^at  hiht  Apius 

So  was  his  name  it  is  no  fkble 

Bot  knowen  for  an  historaH  ^inge  notable  156 

The  sentence  of  it  so])  is  oute  of  doute 

This  fals  luge  go])  nowe  faste  aboute  [leaf  i7i«  iMdc] 

To  hasten  his  delite  al  ])at  he  maie 

And  so  be-fel  sone  after  on  a  daie  160 

pia  Mb  luge  as  telle]>  ys  ^  storie 

As  he  was  wonte  satt  in  his  Consistorie 

And  3aue  his  domes  vpon  simdre  caas 

This  fals  clerke  cam  for^  a  wel  good  paas  164 

And  seide  lorde  if  yat  it  be  ^oure  wiH 

As  do^  me  riht  ypon  ])iB  pitous  bill 

In  whiche  .1.  pleine  ypon  yitgineus 

And  if  ])at  he  wil  seine  it  is  non5[t]  ]ms  168 
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.1.  wiUe  preue  it  and  finde  good  wittenesse 

^at  Bofe  is  ^at  my  biH  wiH  expresse 

The  luge  Ansewenie  of  ]>is  in  his  absence 

.1.  nude  not  jif  diffinitif  sentence  172 

Latt  done  him  caH .  &  .1.  wil  gladly  here 

Thou  schalt  haue  riht  and  no  wronge  heTe 

Yirgineus  came  to  wite  pe  luges  wiH 

And  riht  a-none  was  redde  fiA  cursed  biH  176 

^e  sentence  of  hit  was  as  ^e  schal  here 

To  ^owe  my  lorde  sir  Apius  so  dere 

Schewe]i  ^oure  pouer  s^ruant  Claudius 

Howe  ^at  a  knyht  called  viigineus  180 

Ajeines  ])e  lawe  a^eines  al  equite 

Holde^  expresse  i^eines  ]?e  wil  of  me 

Mi  s^ruant  whiche  ^at  is  ^raU  be  liht 

Wyche  from  myne  hous  was  stolne  one  a  nyht  184 

Whiles  sche  was  ful  ^onge  .1.  wiH .  it  preue 

Be  wittenesse  lorde  so  ^at  ^e  jowe  nouht  greue 

Sche  his  nouht  his  doubter  what  so  he  seie 

Where-for  my  lorde  J>e  lugge  to  jowe  J.  preie  188 

^elde  me  my  ]>rati  if  it  be  ^oure  wil 

Lo  ^is  was  ]?e  sentence  of  pe  bil 

Yirgineus  began  vpon  fe  clerke  be^holde 

Bote  hastely  ar  he  his  tale  tolde  192 

He  wolde  haue  defended  it  as  scholde  a  knyht 

And  be  wittenesse  of  mony  a  trewe  wyht 

That  al  was  &]s  ]?at  seide  his  aduersarie 

This  Cursed  luge  wolde  no  longer  tarie  196 

Ne  here  a  worde  more  of  Yirgineus 

Bot  ^af  his  lugement  and  seide  )ms 

.1.  deme  anone  ])is  clerk  his  seruant  haue 

Thou  schalt  no  longer  in  ^in  house  hir  saue     [iMf  m]     200 

Go  bringe  hir  for|)e  cmd  bringe  hir  in  owre  warde 

This  clerk  schal  haue  his  piaRe  ]>us  .1.  awarde 

And  whan  ^is  wor])i  knyht  Yirgineus 

Thoruhe  ^assent  of  pe  luge  Apius  204 
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Most  be  force  his  dere  doubter  jeuen 

Vn-to  fie  luge  in  licbere  to  leuen 

He  go))e  ^iy«  home  and  sett  him  in  bis  batt 

And  lete  anone  his  dere  doubter  catt  208 

And  vrip  a  face  dede  as  assben  colde 

Ypon  bird  hum[ble]  face  be  gan  be-holde 

Wi])  fieulers  pite  stikinge  ]>oruhe  bis  hert 

Al  wolde  he  noubt  from  bis  purpos  conuert  212 

Doubter  quod  be  virginea  be  f  i  name 

There  bien  tuo  weys  eyfer  of er  schame 

fat  f ou  must  soffer  alas  fat  .1.  was  bore 

For  neuer  fou  deseruest  where  fore  216 

To  deyen  wif  a  swerde  or  wif  a  knyf 

O  der  doubter  ender  of  my  lif 

Whiche  .1.  baue  fosterd  yp  wif  suche  plesance 

fat  fou  ne  weer  oute  my  remembrance  220 

0  doubter  whiche  fat  ert  my  last  woo 

And  in  lif  my  last  ioy  also 

0  gemme  of  chastite  in  pacience 

Take  fou  fi  def  for  fis  is  my  sentence  224 

For  loue  and  noubt  for  bate  fou  must  be  dede 

My  pitous  bonds  most  smyte  of  fin  bede 

Alas  fat  euer  Apius  f e  seyhe 

Thus  haf  e  he  falsly  lugged  f  e  to  day  228 

And  tolde  hire  al  f  e  cas  as  ^e  be-fore 

Haue  herd  it  nedef  noubt  to  tel  it  no  more 

Merce  dere  fadere  quod  fis  maido 

And  wife  fat  worde  sche  bofe  hire  armes  leide  232 

Aboute  his  nekke  as  sche  was  wont  to  do 

The  teres  barsten  oute  of  hire  yen  tuo 

And  seide  goode  fader  scbal  .L  deye 

Is  fere  no  grace  is  fere  no  remedie  23 G 

No  certes  dere  doubter  myne  quod  be 

Than  ^eue  me  leue  fader  myn  qiiod  sche 

My  def  to  compleyne  a  litel  space 

For  parde  leifa  ^aue  bis  doubter  grace  240 
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For  to  compleine  ar  h6  hir  slowlie  alas 

And  god  it  wote  no  ]7inge  was  hire  trcspas  ci«af  its,  bock] 

Bot  ])at  sche  rann  hir  fader  first  to  see 

To  welcom  him  wi]?  grete  solempnite  244 

And  wi'p  pai  worde  sche  fel  in  swoane  anone 

And  after  whan  hir  swounynge  was  agone 

Sche  rise])  vpe  and  to  hire  fader  seide 

Blissed  be  god  ^at  .1.  schal  deye  a  meide  248 

3if  me  my  depe  ar  )>at  .1.  haue  a  schame 

Do])e  wi]7  3oure  Childe  30iire  wil  a  goddes  name 

And  wij  fat  word  sche  praief  ful  oft 

fat  with  his  swerde  he  scholde  smite  hir  softe  252 

And  wif  fat  word  in  swouno  doune  sche  felle 

Hir  fader  wif  ful  sorweful  hert  and  felle 

Hire  heued  of  smote  and  be  toppe  it  hent 

And  to  fe  luge  he  jaue  it  to  present  256 

Ab  he  satt  in  his  dome  in  consistorie 

Whan  f  e  luge  it  sauhe  as  seif  e  f  e  storie 

He  badde  take  him  and  honge  him  also  fast 

Bot  riht  anone  al  f  e  peple  in  f  rast  260 

To  sane  f  e  knyht  for  reuf  e  and  for  pyte 

ffor  knowen  was  f  e  foles  iniquite 

f e  peple  anone  hadd  susspecte  in  f  is  f  inge 

Be  maner  of  f  is  clerkes  chalangeinge  264 

fat  it  was  be  f e  assent  of  Apius 

That  wist  wele  fat  he  was  lycherous 

ffor  whiche  vn-to  f  is  Apius  f  ei  gone 

And  kesten  him  in  pr/son  riht  a-none  268 

Whereas  he  slowhe  him  selfe  and  Claudius 

That  seniant  was  vn-to  f  is  Apius 

Was  demed  for  to  honge  vpon  a  tre 

Bot  virgineus  of  his  grete  Pite  272 

Praide  for  him  fat  he  was  exiled 

And  elles  certes  he  hadde  be  by-gilede 

The  remenant  were  honged  more  and  lesse 

That  consented  were  to  f  is  cursednesse  276 
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Heie  maye  men  see  how  sinne  h&pe  his  meiite 

Be  war  for  no  man  wote  howe  god  wil  smyte 

In  no  degre  ne  in  wyche  maner  wise 

])e  werme  of  conscience  wil  arise  280 

Of  wikked  lif  ]K>uhe  it  so  prtae  be 

])at  no  man  woot  of  it  hot  god  and  he 

Whe^er  he  be  lewde  man  or  lerede 

He  note  howe  sone .  he  male  bee  aferde  284 

Ther-fore  rede  .1.  ^owe  ]iis  counsel  take  iimsm] 

ToT-eakef  sinne  ar  sinne  ^oue  for-sake 

fabnla  Ksttufin  thisicoTum 
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Inoipit  prologni  quettoris  [oaiM^nsi 

Owre  Oste  gan  swere  as  he  wara  wode 
Hanowe  quod  he  be  Nayles  and  be  blode  288 

This  was  a  cussed  ye£  a  fals  lustice 
A  schendfol  depe  as  hert  can  deuise 
So  fal  ypon  bis  body  and  bis  bones  [*] 

))e  deuel  .1.  be-ken  bim  al  att  ones  [*]  292 

Alas  to  deie  bonbt  scbe  bir  bente 
Wberefor  .L  seie  ])at  al  men  male  see 
^at  )if tes  of  fortune  or  of  Nature 

Be^  cause  of  de))e  of  mony  a  creature  296 

Hire  beute  was  bir  de]>e  .L  dare  wele  seine 
Alas  bow  pitously  as  scbe  was  sleine 
Bot  bere^f  wil  .L  noubt  procede  as  nowe      [spurious] 
Men  baue  ful  often  more  barme  ^an  prowe  300 

Bot  trewly  myne  owen  maister  dere 
Tbis  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  bere 
Bot  na^eles  pas  ouer  is  no  force 

.1.  praie  to  god  to  saue  pi  gentil  corps  304 

And  ^ine  vrinals  and  pi  lordanes 
])ine  ypocras  and  ])ine  Galiounes 
And  euery  box  ful  of  ^ine  letuarie 

God  blesse  bem  and  oure  lady  seint  Mary  308 

So  mot  .1.  ^e  ]k>u  ert  a  propre  man 
And  ylike  a  prelate  *  be  seinte  Hunyan 
Sayd  .1.  noubt  wele  can  J.  nought  speke  in  terme 
Bot  wele  .1.  wote  ^ou  doste  myne  berte  to  erme  312 

paX  .1.  almost  baue  caubt  a  cardiacle 
Be  corpus  bones  bot  ^iue  .1.  baue  triacle 
Or  elles  a  draubt  of  moiste  and  come  ale 
Or  bott  J.  bere  a-none  a  meri  tale  316 
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Myne  hert  is  loste  for  pete  of  ])is  maide 

Thowe  belamy  lohen  Pardoner  lie  saide 

Tel  vs  sum  Merthes  or  lapies  nht  anone 

It  sclial  be  do  quod  he  be  seinte  Ninione  320 

Bot  first  quod  he  here  at  f\a  ale  stake 

.1.  wil  bo]>e  drinke  and  ette  of  a  kake 

Bot  riht  anone  ])e8  gentiles  begon  td  crie 

Kay  lat  him  tel  vs  of  no  Eebaudie  324 

Tel  vs  sume  Moral  finge  fat  we  mowe  lere  [leaf  its,  bw*] 

Some  "wytt  and  fan  witi  we  gladly  here 

.1.  graun[t]  y-wysse  quod  he .  bot  .1.  most  f enke 

Vppon .  sum  honest  f inge  whiles  fat  .1.  drinke  328 

Explicit  Prologiu  questoris 
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Incipit  fabula  questoris . 

LOrdynges  quod  he  in  cherches  ^han  .1.  preche 
.1.  peyne  me  to  haue  an  haunteine  speclie 
Hereynge  oute  as  rounde  as  go])e  a  beii 
For  J.  kan  be  roote  fat  .1.  tett  332 

My  teme  is  alweie  one  and  euer  was 
Badix  omniam  jnalorum  est/  cupiditas  • 
flferst  .1.  pronounce  wense  fat  .1.  come 
An[d]  fan  my  billes  scbewe  .1.  al  and  somme  336 

Oure  liege  lorde  seal  is  my  patent 
fat  schewe  .1.  first  my  body  to  warent 
fat  no  man  be  so  bolde  preste  ne  clerke 
Me  to  destorble  of  cristes  boly  werke  340 

And  after  fat  tel  .1.  forfe  my  tales 
Bulles  of  popes  and  of  Cardinales 
Of  Patriarkes  and  of  Bischopes  .1.  schewe 
And  in  latine  .1.  speke  woides  a  fewe  344 

To  sauem  wif  my  prcdicacione 
And  for  to  ster  men  to  deuociofie 
fan  schewe  .1.  forfe  my  longe  cristal  stones 
Y-crammed  ful  of  cloutes  and  of  bones  348 

Relekes  f  ei  buen  as  ween  f  ei  euerychon 
Than  haue  .1.  in  laton  a  scholdere  bone 
Whiche  fat  was  an  holy  lewes  schepe 
Goodmen  saie  .1.  takef  e  of  my  wordes  kepe  352 

If  fat  f  is  bone  bue  wasche  in  any  welle 
Of  cowe  or  calfe  schepe  or  oxe  swelle 
bat  worme  habe  y-ete  or  y-stonge  .  P  H«a  7W»,  (^icg 

•[Take  watir  of"  that  welle  and  wasshe  his  tonge  ^]  356 
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Toucbe  he  J^is  bone  anone  he  schal  be  sounde 

And  jit  also  for]7ermoref  of  pokkes  &  scabbes  &  of  eu^ry  sore. 

Schal  euery  scbepe  be  hole  ])at  of  fia  well 

Drenke]?  a  drawht  of  take]?  kepe  what  .1.  teH  360 

Wil  euery  wyhte  er  fat  ye  koke  him  crowefe 

And  do])e  finge  fat  him  owef e 

ffastynge  drinke  of  f is  welle  a  diauht 

And  f  ilke  holy  lewe  oure  holders  ones  tauht  364 

His  bestes  and  his  store  schal  multeplie 

And  sires  also  it  helef  lelousye  D«af  i7i] 

And  f  ouhe  a  man  be  fal  in  lelowsie  rage 

Lat  make  wif  f  is  water  his  potage  368 

And  neuer  schal  he  more  his  wif  mestruste 

f ouhe  he  fe  sofe  a  defaute  by  hire  wiste 

Al  hadde  sche  taken  prates  tneyne  or  fre 

Here  is  a  Metaine  eke  je  maye  see  372 

He  fat  his  honde  wil  put  in  fat  Metane 

He  schaH  haue  multipliinge  of  his  greine 

Whan  he  haf  e  sowen  be  it  whete  or  otes 

So  fat  of  pens  of  er  of  grotes  376 

And  men  and  wemmen  o  f  inge  warn  .1.  jowe 

If  any  whight  be  in  f  is  cherche  nowe 

fat  haf  done  sinne  orrible  fat  he 

Dare  nouht  fo[r]  schame  schriuen  be  380 

Or  any  womman  be  sche  jonge  or  olde 

fat  haf  ymaad  hir  husbond  cokwolde 

Suche  folke  schal  haue  no  powere  no  grace 

To  offer  to  my  relikes  in  f  is  place  384 

And  who  so  findef  him  oute  of  suche  blame 

f  ei  wil  come  vp  and  offer  in  goddes  name 

And  .1.  assoile  him  be  f  e  anctorite 

Suche  as  be  bul  was  graunted  me  388 

Be  fis  Gaude  haue  .1.  wonne  euery  jere 

An  .G.  mark  sefen  .L  was  pardonere 

.1.  stonde  like  a  clerke  in  mony  a  pulpitt 

And  schewe  fe  lewde  peple  and  doune  f ei  sitt  392 
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.1.  preche  so  as  ^e  haue  herde  be-fore 

And  tel  an  hundred  lapes  more 

Than  peyne  .1.  me  to  stiecche  for]>e  my  nekke 

And  est  and  west  nppon  pe  peple  .1.  bekke  396 

As  do])e  a  doue  sittinge  vpon  a  beme 

Myne  hondes  aiid  my  tonge  go  so  jeme 

])at  it  is  loye  to  see  my  besinesse 

Of  avarise  and  suche  opev  cursednesse  400 

Is  as  Mi  preccbeinge  to  make  hem  fre 

To  ^eue  here  pens  namely  vnto  me 

For  myne  entent  is  noubt  bot  for  to  wynne 

And  no  J^inge  for  correction  of  sinne  404 

.1.  reke  neuer  whan  ])at  ^ei  be  buried 

])oube  ])at  here  sonles  gone  a  blakberied 

For  certes  mony  a  predicacione 

Sonne])  oft  time  of  ynel  entencione  408 

[SoTnme  for  plesance  of  folk*  and  for  flaterie  [4ddit  ii,7U,  o»  {/^] 

To  ben  auaunsed  for  ypocresye 

And  somme  for  yeynglory  and  somme  for  hate     [if^fH  ta^^ 

ffor  when  I  dar  nought  oother  weys  de-bate  412 

Thenne  wolly  stynge  him  with  my  tunge  smert 

I  preching  and  that  he  shal  nought  astert 

To  ben  defamed  falsly  if*  that  he 

Hath  trespased  to  myn  britheren  other  to  me  410 

ffor  though  I  telle  nought  his  p7*opre  name 

Men  shal  wel  knowe  that  hif  is  the  same 

Bothe  by  seignes  and  oother  circumstaunces 

Thus .  rule  I  folk*  that  doth  ys  displesances  420 

Thus  spitte  I  myn  venym  vnder  hewe 

Of  holinesse  to  seme  holy  and  trewe 

But  shortly  myn  entent  wol  I  deuyse 

I^  preche  of  no  thing*  but*  of  Coueytise  v  ?  Ms  •<»•] 

Ther-fore  my  teme  is  jet  and  euer  was 

Radix  malorum  est  cupiditas 

llius  kan  I  preche  ayayns  that  same  vice]  {AiUatMBexeraeewtopf^ 

Suche  }>at  .1.  vse  and  peA  is  of  auarice       Otf  i74»bM:k]     428 
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Lot  f  eihe  J.  me  self  be  gilte  in  ))at  sinne 

3it  kanne  .1.  maake  o))er  folke  to  wynne 

¥Tomme  auarice  and  sore  to  repent 

Bot  ]7at  nes  nouht  myn  pnncipal  entent  432 

.1.  prcclie  no  Jinge  bot  for  Couetise 

Of  ))is  matiere  it  ou^te  ynoT^he  sufi&Be 

])an  tel  .1.  of  ensamples  many  one 

Of  Olde  stories  longe  time  agone  436 

For  lewde  peple  louen  tales  olde 

Wbiche  Jjinges  can  f  ei  wele  reporte  arid  holde 

What  trowe  je  whiles  fat  .1.  maie  preche 

And  Wynne  gold  and  siluer  for  .1.  teche  440 

Jjat  .1.  wil  leue  in  pouert  wilfully 

Kay.  nay  .1.  fouht  it  neuer  treulye 

ifor  .1.  preche  and  begge  in  sundre  landes 

.1.  wil  nouht  do  no  labour  wij?  myn  handes  444 

An[d]  make  basketes  and  leue  fgre-bye 

Ee-cause  .1.  wil  nouht  bigge  ydelye 

.L  wil  none  of  fe  aposteles  counterfete 

.1.  wil  haue  mony  chese  and  whete  448 

Al  were  it  jeuen  of  f  e  porest  page 

Eyfer  of  J?e  pourest  wedowe  in  a  vilage 

Al  schold  hir  childeme  sterue  for  famyne 

Nay  .1.  wil  drinke  fe  lycoure  of  fe  vine  452 

And  haue  a  loly  wenche  in  euerych  toune 

Bot  herkenef  lordynges  in  conclusiono 

Joure  lykeinge  is  fat  .1.  schal  tel  a  tale 

No  we  .1.  haue  dro[n]ke  a  drauhte  of  Come  ale  456 

Be  god  .1.  hope  .1.  schal  tel  3owe  a  finge 

fat  schal  be  reson  biene  at  joure  lykeinge 

fibr  f  ouhe  my  self  be  a  f ul  vicious  man 

A  more.-il  tale  ^it  .1.  30we  telle  can  'IGO 

Whiche  .1.  am  wont  to  preche  for  to  wynne 

Now  holde  joure  pes  my  tale  .1.  wil  beginno . 

[no  break  in  the  MS.'\ 
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[1  AddU.  85,718  read$  -  And  rache  oother  dioan  mlwchwincet",  Itt^Kj 

11^  flaundies  whilom  was  a  compaignie 
Of  ^onge  folke  ])at  hawten  folye  464 

As  Eiott .  Hasard .  stewes .  and  tauems 
p  Where  as  with  harpees  lutes  suid  gytemes]  'S^'S' 
fei  daunce  and  pleie  and  dise  bo)>e  daie  and  nyht 
And  eten  and  dienke  al-so  ouer  al  hera  myht       468 
Thorwhe  whiche  ])ei  done  ^e  deuel  sacrifise 
Wi]>-inne  ])e  deueles  temple  in  cursed  wyse 
The  sup6r€uys  abhomynable  [i«af  175] 

Here  o])es  bene  so  grete  and  dampnable  472 

])at  it  is  giisely  for  to  here  hem  swere 
Onre  blissed  lordes  body  fei  to-tere 
Hem  )>ouht .  lewes  rent  him  nouht  ynowhe 
And  yche  of  hem  att  o]>er  sinnes  lowhe  476 

And  riht  anone  )»an  came  tomblesters 
ffetis  and  smal  and  jonge  fruytsters 
Singers  wi^  harpes  baudes  waferes 

Such  bien  ye  deuel  officiers  480 

To  kendel  and  blowe  pe  fire  of  lychery 
fai  is  annexed  to  glotonye 
fe  holy  writte  take  .1.  to  wittenesse 
])at  lycherie  is  in  wyne  and  dronkennesse  484 

Lo  howe  )>at  dronken  lothe  ynkindelye 
Lay  be  his  douhtres  tuo  ynweteynglye 
So  dronke  he  was  he  nest  what  he  wrouht 
And  ])erfore  sore  repent  him  ouhte  itpmrioui]  4876 

Herodes  who  so  wil  ^e  story  seche  488 

])ere  maie  ^e  leren  and  be  ensample  tcche     [tpmrknu]      4886 
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Whan  lie  of  wine  was  replete  att  his  feste  489 

Biht  att  his  owen  table  ^af  his  heste 

To  slene  ])e  Baptiste  lohii  ful  gilteles 

Senec  6ei]7e  eke  good  wordes  douteles  492 

He  sei]7e  he  kan  no  difference  finde 

Be-taex  a  m£ui  ])at  is  oute  of  his  niynde 

And  a  man  f&t  is  drongelewe 

Bot  wodenes  is  falne  in  a  schrewe  406 

Perseuere]}  longer  ])an  do)>  dronkennesse 

O  glotony  ful  of  cursednesse 

O  cause  firste  of  oure  confusione 

0  originale  of  owre  dampnacione  500 

To  criste  hadde  bouht  owte  wi])  his  hlode  ajeine 

Lo  howe  dere  and  schortly  was  to  seine 

A-boute  was  J)e  cursed  velanye 

Corrupte  was  al  f is  werld  foruhe  glotonye  504 

Adam  oure  fadere  and  his  wif  also 

Fro  paradise  to  labour  and  to  woo 

Were  dreue  for  fat  vice  it  is  no  drede 

For  whiles  ])at  adam  fasted  as  .1.  rede  508 

He  was  in  paradise  &  whan  p&i  hee 

Ete  of  )>e  fruyte  defended  on  a  tree 

Anone  he  was  out  cast  to  woo  and  pyne  poaf  ns,  b^t] 

O  glotonye  on  Jje  wele  ouht  vs  to  pleine  512 

O  wist  a  man  howe  many  maladies 

Folowejj  of  excesse  and  of  glotonies 

He  schold  be  ])e  more  mesurable 

Of  his  Diet  sittinge  att  ])e  table  516 

Alas  fe  schort  ])rote  fe  tender  mou])e 

Make]}  ])at  est  and  west  KorJ^o  and  soxipe 

In  erj?e  in  eyre  in  water  men  to  swynke 

To  gette  a  gloton  Mete  and  drinkge  520 

Of  piB  matiere  o  paule  wele  cans  ])ou  entrete 

Metee  vn-to  wome  and  wombe  eke  vn-to  mete 

Schal  god  discriuen  bo)}e  as  poule  seij>e 

Alas  a  foule  J^inge  it  is  be  my  fei}>e  524 
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To  seie  ])is  woide  arid  fouler  is  ])e  dede 

When  men  so  drenken  of  ^e  white  and  of  ^e  rede 

]}at  of  his  ])rote  he  maade  his  priuetee 

]}oruhe  ])ilke  cursed  superfluyte  528 

]?e  Appostell  wepeinge  sei^e  ful  pitously 

)>ere  walken  mony  of  whiche  ^oue  tolde  haue  .L 

.1.  saye  it  nowe  wepeinge  wi])  pitous  voice 

There  hien  enmyes  of  cristes  croice  532 

Of  whiche  pe  ende  is  de])e  pe  wombe  is  hire  god 

0  womhe  o  holy  o  stinkinge  cod 

Fulfilled  of  donge  arid  of  coirupcione 

Att  ey])e[r]  ende  of  ])e  foule  is  pe  soune  536 

Howe  grete  cost  and  labours  is  to  finds 

fea  cokes  howe  ])aie  stame  and  striue  and  grinde 

And  tume  substance  in-to  accident 

To  fulfil  al  >i  lykorous  talent  540 

Oute  of  ^e  harde  bones  knoke  )>eie 

J«  mery  for  pel  cast  nouht  aweie 

)»at  male  go  )K)ruh  pe  golet  soft  and  swote 

Of  spicere  of  leues  barke  and  rote  544 

Schal  be  his  sauce  be  maade  be  delite 

To  maak  him  jitt  a  newere  appetite 

Bot  certes  he  ^at  haunte]i  suche  delices 

Is  dede  whiles  )»at  he  leue]>  in  fe  vices  548 

A  lycherous  ^inge  is  wyne  and  dronkennesse 

Is  ful  of  stryueynge  and  of  wrechednesse 

O  dronken  man  disfigured  is  ^i  face . 

Foul  is  pi  bre)> .  foule  ert  pou  to  embrace  552 

And  ]>oruhe  ]ii  drongen  nose  seme])e  )»i  soune  pMf  i7»] 

As  ])ouhe  )k)u  ay  said  Samson  samsoune 

And  jit  goode  wotte  Samson  dranke  neu^r  wyne 

)k)U  falest  as  a  dronken  swyne  556 

^i  tonge  is  loste  and  al  pine  honest  cures 

For  dronkenes  is  verreie  sepultures 

Of  mannes  witte  and  his  discrecion 

In  whome  ]>at  drinke  hop  domtnacion  560 
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He  can  no  counsel  kepe  it  is  no  dred^ 

Now  kepe  ^owe  fro  J)e  white  and  fro  J>e  reede 

Namely  fro  J?e  white  wyne  of  lepe 

)»at  is  to  sel  in  fische  strete  or  in  chep  564 

fis  wyne  of  Spayne  crepej  Sotelly 

In  o])er  wynes  groweinge  fast  hy 

Of  whiche  ])ere  rise)>  suche  fumosite 

)>at  whan  a  man  liSLp  dronke  drauhtes  ]?re  568 

And  wene])  ^at  he  be  att  home  in  chepe 

He  is  in  spayne  liht  atte  )>e  tonne  of  lepe 

Nouht  att  pe  Eochel  ne  att  Boideux  tonne 

And  faxL  wille  pei  seyn  Sampsofie  Sampsone  572 

Bot  herken  lordeynges  o  worde  .L  30W  preie 

ynt  el  ]?e  sonereigne  attes  dar  J.  seie 

Of  victories  in  ^e  olde  testament* 

y&i  ]ioruhe  yerrey  god  ]?at  is  omnipotent*  576 

Weere  done  in  abstinence  and  in  preiere 

Loke  ])e  bible  and  pere  30  maie  it  leere . 

Loke  Atthela  pe  grete  conqueroure 

Deyed  in  his  slepe  vrip  schame  and  dishonoure  580 

Bledeynge  aye  att  is  nose  in  dronkenesse 

A  Gapeteigne  schold  leue  in  sobumesse 

And  ouer  al  pia  a-vise  30W  riht  wele 

What  was  comand  vn-to  Lamuele  584 

Nouht  Samuel  bot  Lamuel  saie  .1. 

Eede)>e  fe  bible  and  finde]i  it  expresly 

Of  wyne  jifinge  to  hem  ]?at  han  lustice 

No  mor  of  ])is  for  it  mai  wele  suffice  588 

A  now  ]>at  .1.  haue  spoke  of  glotonye 
No  we  wil  .1.  defend  jowe  hasardye 
Hasard  is  yerreye  moder  of  lesinges 

And  of  deceyte  Cursed  forswereinges  592 

Blaspheme  of  criste  and  mansleinges  also 
Of  bataile  oft  time  and  of  opet  mo 

It  is  repreue  and  contrarie  to  honoura  [iMf  i76kiad(] 

fibr  to  be  holde  a  commune  hasardoure  596 
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And  exxer  pe  hihere  he  his  of  state 

pe  more  yhalden  is  he  dissolate 

If  ])at  a  pnnce  vse  hasardie 

In  al  goo^mance  and  al  policie  600 

Ho  is  as  be  commune  opinion 

.I.-halde  pe  lasse  in  reputaciofi 

[Stilbon  that  was  Ihalde  a  wis  Embassetot/r 

Was  sent  into  Corynthe  with  ful  gret  honour]    [^j?«*J'''*i 

ffro  Calidonye  to  maken  hem  alleai^nce 

And  whan  he  cam  him  happed  pia  chaunce 

That  al  pe  grettest  pot  were  of  p'la  lande 

Pleynge  att  pe  Hasard  he  heni  fande  608 

For  whiche  as  sone  as  j^at  miht  be 

He  stale  him  home  a3eine  to  his  contre 

And  seide  J^ere  .1.  wold  nouht  lese  my  name 

.1.  wil  nouht  take  on  me  so  grete  defame  612 

Jowe  for  to  alleye  to  none  hasardoures 

Sende])  opere  wise  embassadoures 

For  be  my  troufe  me  were  leuer  deye 

pan  .1.  to  30we  hasadoures  scholde  alleye  616 

For  30  J)at  bien  so  glorious  in  honoures 

SchaH  nou3t  alleye  3owe  wif  asardoures 

As  be  my  witt  ne  as  be  my  trete 

This  wise  philosophre  pna  seide  to  me  620 

Looke  ]>ou  vse  no  pleie  of  dees  in  ]>in  house 

Looke  eke  ]>at  pe  kinge  demetrius 

Sent  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  golde  in  scoren 

For  he  hadd  vsed  hasardry  fer  be-fome  624 

For  whiche  he  held  his  glorie  and  renoune 

And  no  valewe  of  reputacione 

Lordes  myhten  finde  opere  manere  pleie 

Honest  ynouhe  to  driue  ^e  daie  a-weie  628 

Now  wole  .1.  speke  of  othes  fals  and  grete 
A  worde  or  tuo  as  o})ere  bookes  trete 
Grete  swereynge  is  a  ))inge  abhominable 
And  fals  swereinge  is  more  repreueable  632 
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The  hihe  god  for-bad  sweieinge  att  al 

Witienesse  of  Mathewe  bot  in  special 

Of  swereinge  seife  holy  leromye 

Thowe  shall  sweie  80]>e  J^ine  o]>es  and  nouht  lye  636 

And  sweie  in  dome  and  eke  in  lihtwisnesse 

Bot  Idel  swereinge  is  a  cursedenesse 

Be-holde  and  see  f&t  in  fe  first  table  poif  m] 

Of  hihe  goddes  hestes  honurable  640 

How  )^at  )^e  secunde  heat  of  him  is  pia 

Take  nonht  my  name  in  Idelnesse  amys 

Lo  la^er  he  for-bedes  suche  sueieinge 

Or  Omyside  or  any  o]>er  Cursed  J^inge  644 

.1.  seie  as  be  order  }>U8  it  stande)) 

[This  knoweth  ye  that  his  hestes  vnderstandeih]  ^f^^''*^ 

How  ysA  ]»e  secnnde  hest  of  god  is  ))at 

And  for))ermore  .1.  wil  ]»e  tel  al  plat  648 

)yat  vengeance  schal  nouht  parte  &o  his  hous 

fot  of  his  opGB  is  so  outrageous 

Be  goddes  precious  hert  and  his  nayles  • 

And  be  his  blode  pai  is  in  hayles  652 

Seuen  is  myn  chaunce  and  pme  is  fyue  and  pre 

Be  goddes  armes  if  ]>ou  fals-ly  pleie  me 

This  dagger  schal  J)oruhe  pine  hert  go 

This  fruyte  commej)  of  pe  becched  bones  tuo  656 

Forswereynge .  Ire .  falsenes .  Omycide 

Now  for  pe  loue  of  cnste  )^at  for  vs  deide 

Leue))  joure  o]>es  boJ)e  grete  and  smale 

And  wi]>e  good  entent  herkene);  my  tale  660 

Thes  ryetoures  J)re  of  whiche  .L  telle 

Longe  ar  prime  ronge  any  belle 

Were  sett  hem  in  a  taueme  to  drinke 

And  as  ^ei  satt  )yei  herde  a  belle  klynke  664 

Be-fome  a  cors  was  cariede  to  his  graue 

))an  one  of  hem  gan  cal  vnto  his  knaue 

Qo  bette  quod  he  ajid  axe  redelye 

What  corps  it  is  ]7at  passe]?  fast  bye  668 
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And  loke  ]>at  ]>oue  reporte  his  name  wele 

Sir  quod  pis  boye  it  nede]>  neuer  a  dele 

It  was  me  tolde  ar  ^e  cam  here  tuo  owres 

He  was  parde  an  olde  felawe  of  joures  672 

Al  sodenly  was  he  sleine  to  nyht 

Eor-dronke  as  he  satt  vp  his  benche  vpriht 

Ther  cam  a  priue  peie  ])at  men  clepen  depe 

That  in  his  contre  al  j^e  peple  8le]>e  676 

And  wi]7  his  spere  he  smot  his  hert  a  tuo 

And  went  is  waie  wif-onten  wordes  mo 

And  Maister  ar  je  com  in  his  presence  G80 

He  ha])e  a  ]>ou8ande  sleine  pis  pestelence  679 

Me  ))inke]>  it  were  necessarie 

For  to  hue  war  of  suche  an  aduersarie  Detdin,  back] 

£e^  rede  for  to  mete  him  euermore 

Thus  tauht  me  my  dame  .1.  seie  no  more  684 

Be  seinte  Marie  seyde  j^is  tauemere 

This  childe  sei])  sope  for  he  ha);  sleine  to  jere 

Hennes  oucre  a  Mile  wiJ)-inno  a  gret  village 

Boj^e  man  and  W0772man  childe  and  page  688 

I  trowe  his  habitacione  be  pere 

To  been  avisede  grete  wisdome  it  weero 

Ere  ]}at  he  dide  a  man  dislionoure 

3e  goddes  armes  qiiod  f  is  Rietoure  692 

Is  it  suche  pcrile  wij)  him  for  to  mete 

.1.  schal  him  seeke  be  waie  and  eke  be  strete 

.1.  make .  avowe  be  goddes  deyne  bones 

Herkene]}  felawes  we  fre  been  al  ones  696 

Lat  iche  of  vs  holde  vp  his  honde  to  o]}e7'e 

And  iche  of  vs  be-comme  ofers  brofere 

And  we  wil  sle  ))is  false  traitur  dej^e 

He  schal  be  sleyne  he  jiat  so  mony  8le])0  700 

Be  goddes  dignite  ar  it  be  nihte 

To-geder  haue  poa  pre  her  hertes  hihte 

To  leue  and  deie  ilke  of  hem  wi})  oj^ere 

As  ]>ouhe  he  ware  his  owen  swome  broker  704 
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And  ype  ]>ei  stert  al  dronken  in  f\a  rage 

And  for]>e  ))ei  gone  to-warde  ))at  vilage 

Of  whiche  )^e  taaemere  ha^  spoken  be-fome 

And  mony  a  grisely  ope  J)en  haae  ^ei  swome  708 

And  criBtes  blissed  bodie  ^ei  to-rent 

Dep  schal  be  dede  if  fai  we  maie  him  bent 

Wban  pei  baue  gone  noubt  fully  a  myle 

Eibt  as  pe[i\  wolde  baue  troden  ouere  a  style  712 

An  olde  and  a  pouer  man  wip  hem  be  mette 

Tbis  olde  man  fal  mekely  bem  grette 

And  seide  pua  nowe  lordes  god  ^owe  see 

pe  proudeste  of  pea  lyetoures  ]7ie  716 

Anseward  ajeine  what  carle  wi])  bard  grace 

Wbi  art  ^u  al  for-wrapped  saue  )^i  face 

Wbi  leuest  ]70u  so  longe  in  so  grete  age 

Tbis  olde  man  gan  loke  in  bis  visage  720 

And  seid  pna  f  for  .1.  can  nou^t  finde 

A  man  ^oube  )^at  .L  walked  vnto  ynde 

Keyj)er  in  Cite  ne  in  village . 

Tbat  wil  cbaunge  bis  ^ou^e  for  myne  age      petf  its]       724 

And  perioie  most  .1.  baue  my  age  stille 

As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wille 

Ne  de])e  alas  ne  wil  noubt  baue  my  lyue 

pna  walke  .1.  lyke  a  risteles  cbaitif  728 

And  on  pe  grounde  wbycbe  is  my  moders  gate 

.1.  knok  wi])  my  staf  erly  and  late 

And  seye  leue  moder  lete  me  inne 

Lo  bowe  .1.  wane  boJ)e  flescbe  blode  and  scynne  732 

Alas  wben  scbol  my  lones  bicn  att  rest 

Moder  wij)  30we  wold  .1.  cbaunge  my  chest 

Thatt  in  my  chambre  longe  time  ha])  be 

3e  for  an  here  cloute  to  wrappe  me  736 

Bot  jut  to  me  sche  wil  noujt  do  j^at  grace 

For  whiche  ful  pale  and  welked  is  my  face 

Bot  sires  to  jowe  it  is  no  curtesie 

To  speken  vnto  an  bold  man  vilanye  740 
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Bot  he  treBpas  in  worde  ejper  in  dede 

In  holy  write  ^e  maie  301116  self  wele  rede 

A^eines  an  old  man  hare  vpon  his  hede 

3e  scholden  arise  wher-for  .1.  ^if  jowe  rede  744 

Ne  do^e  nouht  to  an  olde  man  none  harme  nowe 

'Ne  more  J^an  30  wolde  men  dide  to  30W 

In  age  if  ]>at .  36  so  longe  abide 

And  god  be  wife  3 owe  whej)er  36  go  or  ride  748 

.1.  mote  go  ]7eder  per  as  .1.  haue  to  go 

Naj  olde  cherle  be  god  pon  schalt  nouht  so 

Saide  pia  oj^ere  hasardour  anone 

Thou  partes  nouht  so  lyhtly  be  seint  lolifi  752 

Thou  spakkest  riht  nowe  of  J^ilke  traitour  de])a 

That  in  ]>is  Countre  al  oure  frendes  sle])e 

Haue  here  my  trouj^e  as  J)oa  ert  his  aspye 

Tel  where  he  his  or  Jjou  schalt  abye  756 

Be  god  and  be  ]>e  holi  sacrament 

Eor  Bofelj  pon  ert  on  of  his  assent 

To  slene  ys  3onge  folke  pon  fals  f  ef 

Nowe  sire  if  Jjat  it  be  to  3owe  so  lef  760 

To  finde  de]>e  tome  vp  j^is  croked  weie 

Eor'in  fat .  groue  .1.  loft  him  be  my  feye 

Vnder  a  tre  and  fere  he  wil  abide 

Ne  for  30ure  boste  he  wil  him  no  finge  hide  764 

See  30  fat  ooke  riht  f ^re  ^e  schulne  him  finde 

€rod  saue  30we  fat  bouht  3eine  maukinde  HMfiTs,  bAck] 

And  30we  amend  f  us  seide  f  is  olde  manne 

And  eucry  of  f  es  ryetours  ranne  768 

Til  f ei  came  to  f e  tree  and  fere  f ei  fonde 

Of  flerens  fyne  of  gold  y-koyned  rounde 

Wele  nyhe  a  .vij.  buschels  as  hem  fouht 

Ko  longer^  fan  after  defe  fei  souht  772 

Bot  iche  of  hem  was  so  gladde  of  f  e  siht 

For  fat  f e  floreyns  so  faire  bien  and  briht 

];)at  doime  fei  sett  hem  be  f e  precious  horde 

The  worst  of  hem  f  0  spak  f  e  first  worde  776 
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Bre^me  qiu)d  he  take])  kepe  wLatt  .1.  seie 

My  vitie  is  grete  ))ouhe  pat  .1.  bourde  and  pleie 

This  tresor  ha^e  fortun  to  vs  ^euen 

In  TOBT^  and  lolite  oure  lif  to  leliea  780 

And  lihtly  as  it  comme^  so  wil  we  spends 

£y  goddes  precious  dignite  who  wende 

To  daie  ^at  we  scholde  haue  so  faiie  a  grace 

Bot  myht  ])is  golde  be  caiied  fix)  p\s  place  784 

Home  to  my  hous  o]>er  elles  ynto  30ures 

paxi  myht  we  seie  p&t  it  were  al  oures 

J)an  were  we  in  hihe  felicite 

Bott  trewly  be  daie  it  maie  nouht  be  788 

Men  wold  seie  fai  we  were  J^eues  stronge 

And  for  owre  owen  tresoure  done  vs  honge 

This  tresore  most  .ykaride  be  by  nyht 

As  wisely  and  as  slely  as  it  miht  702 

Where-for  .1.  rede  lette  loke  amonge  vs  al 

Be  drawe  and  latte  see  where  ^e  cutt  wiH  fal 

And  he  pat  ha])e  ^e  cutte  wi])  hert  bli])e 

Schal  renne  to  pe  toune  aiid  ))at  fnl  swy|)e  f  96 

To  bringe  vs  brede  aTid  wyne  ful  pnuely 

And  tuo  of  vs  schal  kepe  fill  subtelly 

pia  tresoure  wele  and  if  he  wil  nouht  tariefi 

Whanne  ]7at  it  is  nyht  we  wollen  {^is  tresor  kariefi         800 

Be  one  assent  where  as  vs  lust  beste 

An  kuttes  one  of  hem  brouht  in  his  fiste 

And  badde  hem  drawe  and  loke  on  whome  it  wolde  fait 

And  it  feit  ofi  pe  congest  of  hem  att  804 

And  foTpe  towarde  pe  toune  he  went  anone 

And  also  sone  as  he  was  gone 

The  tone  of  hem  spake  )7us  vnto  pe  to])ere 

Thou  wost  wele  fat  Jjou  ert  myn  owen  swome  brofere  Df  i??] 

Thin  profite  wil  J.  tel  pe  anone  809 

Tliou  woste  wele  ))at  oure  felawe  is  gone 

And  here  is  golde  and  ])at  ful  grete  plente 

}>ai  it  schal  departed  be  amonges  vs  |)re  812 
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Bot  na])eles  if  .1.  can  schape  it  so 

yai  it  departed  weere  a-monge  vs  tuo 

Hadd  .1.  noi^t  done  a  fiendes  tome  to  ])e 

That  opere  answerde  .1.  note  howe  ])at  myht  be  816 

.1.  wote  pat  ])e  golde  is  owie  tno 

What  schol  we  seie  what  schold  we  do 

SchaU  it  be  couTiseile  seide  pe  first  schrewe 

And  J.  schal  tel  in  wordes  fewe  820 

That  we  schal  done  and  bringe  it  wele  abonte 

.1.  grant  quod  J)at  opere  oute  of  doute 

fat  be  my  treuj)e  .1.  wiH  f e  nouht  be-wreye 

Now  quod  pe  first  Jjou  woste  wele  we  be  tueye  824 

And  tueyne  of  ys  schal  stronger  bien  pem  one 

Looke  whan  he  is  sett  and  ])at  anone 

Arise  as  )k>u  woldetft  wi))  him  pleye 

And  .L  schal  renne  him  ]>oruhe  pe  sides  tueye  828 

Whiles  pat  ^n  stroglest  wi]?  him  in  game 

And  wi]7  ]}i  dagger  loke  ]>ou  do  pe  same 

And  Jeanne  schal  al  pia  golde  departed  be 

My  dere  frende  be-tuex  me  and  pe  832 

Than  maie  we  bo]>e  oure  lustes  fulfille 

And  pleie  att  dees  riht  att  oure  owen  wiH 

And  puB  accorded  bien  pe  schrewes  tueye 

To  sle  pe  fredde  as  je  herd  me  seie  836 

pia  jongest  whiche  )^at  went  to  pe  toune 

Ful  oft  in  hert  he  loUep  vpe  and  doune 

pe  bewte  of  J^es  floreines  newe  and  briht 

0  lorde  quod  he  if  so  were  fat  .1.  myht  840 

Al  pia  tresore  winne  to  my  self  alone 

fere  is  no  man  fat  leuef  vnder  f o  throne 

Of  god  fat  schold  leue  as  mery  as  .1. 

And  att  fe  last  fe  fende  oure  enemye  844 

Put  in  his  f ouht  fat  he  scholde  poysofi  bye 

WitJi  whiche  he  miht  sleyne  his  felawes  tueye 

For  whi  f  e  fend  fonde  him  in  suche  leueynge 

That  hadde  leue  him  to  soiwe  bringe  848 
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For  f is  was  vtterly  his  entent 

To  slene  hem  bo]>e  and  neuer  to  repent  [lett  179.  iMck] 

And  for]>e  he  go^e  Ko  longer  wold  he  tarye 

In-to  pe  toune  yn-to  a  potecarie  852 

And  preide  him  p&t  he  wold  him  seH 

sum  poyson  ^at  he  myht  his  rattes  qweH 

And  eke  J^ere  was  a  polkat  in  Ids  hawe 

p&t  as  he  seide  his  capons  hadd  y-slawe  856 

And  seide  he  wold  wreken  him  if  he  myht 

Of  vermyn  Jjat  destruyed  him  be  nyht 

The  potecary  anseward  ]70u  schalt  haue 

A  ^inge  pat  als  god  my  soule  saue  860 

In  al  J)is  werlde  per  nys  no  creature 

]>at  eten  or  drunke  ha^  of  ]>is  confecture 

Not  hot  J)e  mountance  of  a  corne  of  whete 

])at  he  ne  schal  anone  his  lif  for-lete  864 

Je  sterue  he  schal  a7id  j^at  in  lesse  while 

pan  ]>ou  wolte  gone  hot  a  pace  not  hot  a  myle 

This  poyson  is  so  stronge  and  so  violent 

This  cursed  man  ha|)  in  his  hande  yhente  868 

pis  poysen  in  a  box  and  sej^en  he  ranne 

In-to  pe  next  strete  vnto  a  man 

And  borwed  him  large  hotels  ]7re 

And  in  pe  tueyne  pis  poyson  poured  he  872 

pe  ]>redde  he  keped  clen  for  His  drinke 

For  al  pe  nyht  he  schop  h\m  to  swynke 

In  cariynge  of  pe  golde  out  [of]  J)at  place 

And  whan  pia  ryetoure  wij)  sory  grace  876 

Hadde  filled  wiJ)  him  his  grete  boteles  ])ro 

To  his  felawes  a3eine  repaire])  he 

What  nede]>  it  to  sermon  fer-of  more 

For  riht  as  Jei  had  kast  his  dej)e  to-fore  880 

Riht  so  f  ei  haue  him  sleyne  and  Jjat  anone 

And  whan  fat  pia  was  done  pan  spak  pe  tone 

Kowe  lat  vs  drinke  and  sitte  and  make  vs  merye 

And  afterward  we  wollen  his  body  berye  884 
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And  efteward  it  happed  liim  p<?rca8 

To  take  ]>e  botel  j^er-in  ^q  poyson  \Vas 

And  drange  and  jaue  his  felawe  dxinke  also 

EoT  whiche  anone  ]>ei  storaen  bo]>e  tuo  888 

Bott  certes  .L  suppose  ]>at  Aacyenne 

Wrote  neuer  in  no  canon  ne  in  no  fenne 

No  wonder  sorwes  of  enpoysonynge . 

Thus  hadde  ^es  wiiches  tuo  here  endeinge      Oaf  iso]      892 

Thus  ended  buen  ])es  homicides  tuo . 

And  eke  ])e  false  empoysonere  also 

0  cursede  sinne  ful  of  cursednesse 

0  traitouies  homicideres  o  wikkednesse  896 

0 .  glotony .  o  luxurye  o  hasardye 

Jjou  blasphemer  of  crist  wif  velanye 

And  ofes  grete  of  vsage  and  of  pride 

Alas  mankinde  howe  may  it  betide  900 

Thereto  J)ine  Creatowr  whiche  fat  pe  wrouht 

And  wij)  his  precious  blode  pe  bouhte 

Thowe  ert  so  fals  and  so  vnkinde  alas 

Kowe  good  men  god  for-^eue  ^owe  joure  trespas  904 

And  war  30we  fro  Jje  sinne  of  Auarice 

Myne  holy  pardon  may  30W  al  warissche 

So  y&t  30  ofer  nobles  o]>er  sterlinges 

Opere  elles  siluer  spones  broches  or  ringes  908 

Bowef  ^owre  heued  vnder  pis  holy  bulles 

CowmeJ)  vpe  30  wives  and  offer  ^oure  woUes 

5oure  name  .1.  entre  here  in  my  rolle  anone 

In-to  pe  blisse  of  heuen  schole  ^e  gone  912 

.1.  30 we  assoile  be  myne  hihe  pouere 

3e  fat  woUen  offere  as  clene  and  eke  as  clere 

As  30  weer  borne  and  sires  lo  fus  .1.  preche 

And  iheffu  crist  fat  is  oure  sowles  leche  916 

So  grount  30we  his  paction  to  receyve 

For  fat  is  best  .1.  wil  30 we  nouht  deceyve 

Bot  sires  0  worde  for-gat  .1.  in  my  tale 

.1.  haue  Heliques  and  pardon  in  my  male  920 
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As  faire  as  any  man  of  yngelonde 

Whiche  were  me  y3eue  be  pe  popes  bonde 

If  any  of  jow  wil  of  deuocione 

Offeme  and  Laue  myne  absolucione  924 

Commep  for  anone  and  knele))  adowne  bere 

And  36  scbal  baue  my  pardon  f&t  is  dere 

Or  elles  takep  pardon  as  30  wende 

AH  newe  and  frisbe  att  euery  tonnes  ende  928 

So  fsi  3e  offiren  alwei  newe  and  newe 

Kobles  and  pens  wbicbe  ])at  bien  good  and  trewe 

It  is  an  bonur  to  euerycbe  J)at  is  bere 

f&t  3e  maye  bane  a  suffisaunt  pardonere  932 

To  assoile  30W  in  contre  as  .1.  ride 

For  aventures  wbicbe  )^at  mai  be-tide 

For  paraduenture  pere  maie  fal  on  or  tuo  [iMf  iso,  baeki 

Donne  of  bis  bors  and  breke  bis  nekke  a  two  936 

Looke  wbicbe  a  surte  it  is  to  3owe  al 

]?at  .1.  am  in  3oure  feliscbipe  yfal 

j)eLt  maie  assoile  30we  boj^e  more  and  lasse 

Wban  fai  pe  soule  fro  pe  body  passe  940 

.1.  rede  ]>at  oure  oste  scbal  beginne 

For  be  is  most  envolupte  in  sinne 

Commep  forpe  sire  oste  and  offer  first  anone 

And  ]7on  scbalt  kisse  re  relikes  euarycbone  944 

3e  for  a  grote  vnbokel  anone  ])i  pnrce 

Kay  nay .  bane  .L  ])an  quod  be  cristes  curce 

Lat  be  quod  be  it  scbal  not  be  so  ))eicbe 

povL  woldests  make  me  kisse  pine  olde  brccbe  948 

And  swere  it  were  a  relike  of  a  seint 

]:)oube  it  were  wif  pi  fonndement  depeint 

Bot  be  cros  pat  seint  Elyne  fonde 

.L  wold  .1.  bad  pi  coylons  in  myne  bonde  952 

In  stede  of  relikes  oper  of  seyntuarie 

Let  cntt  bem  of  .1.  wil  pe  belpe  bem  carie 

Thei  scboil'  be  acbryned  in  an  bogges  torde 

Tbis  pardoner  answerd  noubt  a  worde  956 
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So  vrrojte  he  was  he  nold  no  worde  seie 

Nowe.qwod  oure  oste  .1.  wil  no  longer  pleie 

WiJ)  J)e  no  "wij?  none  oper  angre  mafl 

Bott  riht  anone  fe  worfi  knyht  be-gan)  960 

Whan  ^at  he  sawhe  put  al  pe  peple  louhe 

"No  more  of  f  is  for  it  is  riht  y-nouhe 

Sire  pardoner  be  meri  and  glad  of  chere 

And  3e  sire  oste  ])at  bene  to  me  so  dere  964 

I  pray  ^owe  ]>at  je  kisse  ^e  pardonere 

And  pardoner  .1.  praie  fe  ]>at  pon  drau  pe  nere 

And  as  we  dide  now  late  vs  lanhe  and  pleie 

Anone  pei  Idsse  and  reden  forj^e  ])eire  weye  968 

Explicit  fitbnla  qnestoris  f 
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InOipit 'prolOgUA      ion  iM^im,  back} 

BOt  ^an  spak  oure  Oste  vnto  Maister  schipmaQ 
Maister  quod  he  to  ys  summe  tale  tel  30  ca£L 
Wheie-withe  je  myht  glad  al  pia  company 
If  it  were  ^oure  pleseinge  .1.  Tvote  wele  sekurlye  4 

Sertes  quod  ^is  Schipman  a  tale  .1.  can  tdi 
And  ])e[r]-fore  berkene])  hyderward  how  fat  .1.  wil  spelt 

EzpliotY  prologs 
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Indpit  fitbula  Nante 

AMarchant  whilom  dwelled  att  sein  Denys  [iMf  isi] 
That  riche  was  for  whiche  men  helde  him  wys . 
A  wif  he  hadde  of  excellent  beaute 
And  compinable  and  reu^ent  was  sche 
Whiche  is  a  ])inge  ])at  cause])  more  dispence 
Then  wor))e  is  al  pe  chier  and  reuerence.      1196 
That  men  haue  done  att  festes  or  at  daunces 
Sache  Salutacions  and  cot^ntenaunces 
Passe))  as  do]>e  ])e  schadowe  on  a  wtiB 
Bot  woo  is  him  p&t  paie  most  for  all:  1 200 

The  Celj  husbonde  algates  he  must  paye 
He  moste  vs  clo))e  and  ys  araie 
Al  for  his  owen  wo[r]schip  richelye 
In  whiche  araie  we  dauncen  lolylye  1204 

And  if  ]>at  he  nouht  nude  pa7:aduenture 
Or  elles  luste  no  suche  to  endure 
Bot  penkep  it  is  waste  and  yloste 

J)at  mot  ano]>6re  payen  for  owre  coste  1208 

Or  leue  ys  golde  aTid  ^at  is  parilous 
This  noble  marchant  helde  a  noble  hous 
ffor  whiche  he  had  al  daye  grete  repaire 
ffor  his  largenesse  and  for  his  wif  was  faire  1212 

That  wonder  is  ?  bot  herkene])  to  my  tale 
Amonges  al  his  gestes  grete  and  smale 
Ther  was  a  monke  a  faire  man  and  a  bolde 
.1.  trowe .  a  ^erte  wynter  he  was  of  olde  1216 

That  euere  in  one  was  draweinge  to  ]>e  place 
This  ^onge  monke  ^at  was  so  faire  of  face 
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AqTveynted  was  so  wip  pis  goodman 

Se]>en  ]»tt  her  first  knowleche  beg^  1220 

That  in  his  hous  as  famylier  was  he 

As  it  is  possible  any  frende  to  be 

And  for  als  muchel  as  J>e  good  manne . 

And  eke  pis  monke  of  whiche  p&t  .1.  be-ganne.  1224 

Were  bo))e  tao  borne  in  o  vilage 

^e  monke  him  clayme  as  for  cosinage 

And  he  a^eine  he  Beip  nouht  ones  naye 

Bot  was  as  glad  ^ere-of  as  foule  of  daye  1228 

ffor  to  his  herte  it  was  a  grete  plesaiince 

Thus  bene  J^ei  knytt  wi]>  eteme  alliaunce 

And  ilke  of  hem  gan  oper  to  assure 

Of  broJ)erhed  whiles  J)at  Jjeire  lyne  maie  endure.  1232 

f£re  was  dan  lohfi  and  namely  of  dispense  [iMtfisi,^*] 

As  in  )^at  hous  and  ful  of  diligence 

To  do  plasance  and  also  grete  Costage 

Ho  nouht  formate  to  ^eue  pe  lest  page  1236 

In  al  pat  hous  bot  after  here  degre 

He  jaf  pQ  lorde  and  sepen  al  pe  meyne 

Whan  ^at  he  cam  sum  maner  honest  ^inge 

ffor  whiche  ^ei  were  al  gladd  of  his  comynge  1240 

As  foule  is  feine  whan  sonne  yprise]^ 

No  more  of  ^is  as  now  for  it  suffise^ 

Bot  so  be-fel  pis  marchant  ypon  a  daie 

Schope  him  to  make  rede  his  araie  1244 

Towarde  pe  toune  of  Brugges  for  to  fare 

To  byen  J)er«  a  porcion  of  ware 

ffor  whiche  he  ha]re  to  parische  sent  andne 

A  messagier  am;?  preide  ha})e  dan  lohfi  1243 

Thas  he  scholde  come  to  seinte  Denys  and  pleye 

WiJ  him  and  wij)  his  wif  a  dai  or  tweye 

Are  he  to  brugges  wente  in  al  wise 

pis  noble  Monke  of  whiche  .1.  jowe  deuise  1252 

Ha)y  of  his  Abbot  as  him  lust  lycenc 

Be-cause  he  was  a  man  of  hihe  prudence 
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And  eke  an  Oficere  oute  for  to  ride 

To  se  here  graunges  and  her  hemes  wide  1256 

And  ynto  Seint  Denys  he  comej)  anone 
Who  was  so  welcom  as  my  lorde  dan  lohfie 
Oure  dere  Cosyn  ful  of  Curtasye 

Wzt^  him  hrouht  a  lahhe  of  Maluese  1260 

And  eke  ano])er  ful  of  goode  vemage 
And  volatile  as  aie  was  his  Ysage 
And  ^us  .1.  lete  hem  ete  and  dringe  and  pleie 
\\a  marchant  and  his  monke  a  daie  or  tweie  1264 

The  ]}red  daie  J)is  Marchant  vp  he  rise^ 
And  on  his  nedes  sadly  him  a-vise)^ 
And  yp  in-to  his  coonte  hous  go^e  he 
To  reken  wi]?  him-self  wel  maie  be  1268 

.  Of  ]7ilke  3ere  howe  ^at  wi])  him  stode 
And  howe  ^at  he  despended  had  his  goode 
And  if  ]7at  he  encresed  were  or  none 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  one  1272^ 

He  ley)>e  be-for  him  on  his  connteingborde 
fful  riche  was  his  tresore  and  his  horde 
ifor  whiche  ful  fast  his  counterhous  dore  he  schette  [iMf  isi] 
And  eke  he  nolde  no  man  schold  him  lette  1276 

Of  his  accomptes  for  j^e  mene  time 
And  ^us  he  sitte  til  it  was  passed  prime 
Dan  lohn  was  resen  in  ]w  morne  also 
And  in  gardyn  wakke^  to  and  fro  1280 

And  ha)>e  his  |)inge8  seide  deuoutly 
This  good  wif  cam  walkinge  pnuely 
In-to  ^e  Gardeine  J^er  he  walkej?  soft 
And  him  Salue]>  as  sche  ha)?  done  oft  1 284 

A  maiden  childjB  cam  in  hire  compaignie 
Whiche  att  hir  lust  maie  goueme  and  gye 
ffor  3it  ynder  ^e  jerde  was  ))e  maide 
0  dere  Cosyn  myne  dan  lohfi  sche  saide  1288 

What  eyleyfe  jowe  so  raj>e  to  rise 
Nece  q2/od  he  hit  ouht  ynouhe  suffise 
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.V.  houres  to  slepe  on  a  nylit 

Bot  it  were  for  an  olde  paUed  knylit  1292 

As  hen  ])es  wedded  men  ])at  ly  and  dare 

Ab  in  a  forme  sitt  alweie  an  hare 

Were  al  for-straulit  wi])  houndes  grete  and  smale 

Bot  dere  nece  whi  be  ^e  so  pale  1296 

.L  trowe  certes  ^at  oure  good  man 

Ha])e  30we  labourde  se^en  ^e  niht  be-gan 

That  jowe  were  nede  to  resten  hastelye 

And  wi])  ]>at  worde  he  louhe  fill  merelye  1300 

And  of  owen  )»onht  he  wex  rede 

piB  faire  wif  gan  to  sake  hire  hede 

And  seide  })U8  ?  ^e  god  wote  al  quod  sche 

JSTay  Gosyne  myne  it  stant  nouht  so  vnp  me  1304 

ffor  be  ^t  god  ])at  3af  me  sonle  and  life 

In  al  ^  reme  of  firaunce  is  fere  no  wif 

^at  lesse  lust  haj^e  to  faX  son  pleie 

ffor  .1.  maie  singe  alace  and  weilewaie  1308 

]»at  .1.  was  borne  bot  to  no  whight  quod  sche 

Dare  .1.  nouht  tell  ho  we  it  stant  vnp  me 

Wherefore  .L  fenke  oute  of  Jjis  londe  to  wende 

Or  elles  of  my-selfe  to  make  an  ende  1312 

So  fol  am  J.  of  drede  and  of  care 

This  monke  be-gan  vpon  ])is  wif  to  stare . 

And  seide  alace  my  nece  god  for-bede 

That  je  for  any  sorwe  or  for  any  drede  1316 

ffor-do  ^owre  self,  bot  telle])  for])e  ^oure  greffe     [iMf  iitt»iMcki 

Paraduenture  X  maie  in  joure  meschieffe 

Counsel  or  helpe  and  ^er-fore  telle)>  me 

Aft  30wre  annoy^e  for  it  schaH  be  secre  1320 

ffor  oil  my  portos  .1.  make  an  oothe 

^att  neuer  in  my  lif  for  leue  ne  lothe 

Ne  schal  .1.  of  no  counsel  jowe  be-wreye 

The  same  a^eine  to  ^owe  .1.  seye  1324 

Be  god  and  be  ]»is  portos  .1.  swere 

]:)ouhe  men  wolde  me  al.  to  peces  tere 
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Ne  schal  .1.  neuere  for  to  go  in-to  belt 

Be-wreye  a  worde  of  Jinge  fat  me  tett  1328 

^ot  for  no  Cosinage  ne  alliance 

Bot  verreyly  for  loue  and  affiance 

Thus  bue  f  e  swome  aTid  bere  vpon  kist 

And  ekke  of  hem  tolde  opeie  wbat  bem  lost  1332 

Cosine  quad  scbe  if  .1.  bad  a  space 

As  .L  baue  none  and  namely  in  J)is  place 

fan  wolde  .L  tel  a  legent  of  my  lyue 

Wbat  I  baue  sufTerd  sefen  .1.  was  a  Viiwe  1336 

Wife  myne  busbande  alfeibe  be  be  ^oure  cosine 

l^&j  qfiod  f  is  monke  be  god  and  be  seint  Martine 

He  nys  no  more  cosine  vn-to  me 

Tban  is  fe  le\\e  fat  baugef  on  fis  tre  1340 

.1.  clepe  bim  so  be  seinte  denise  in  fraunce 

To  baue  f  e  mor  cause  of  acqueyntance 

Of  )owe  wbicbe  .1.  baue  loued  specialye 

Abouen  al  wemmen  sekurlye  1344 

Tbis  swere  .1.  nowe  on  my  professiou& 

Tellef  ^ouie  greue  lest  fat  be  come  a-dou& 

And  bastef  jowe  and  go  ^oure  weie  anone 

My  dere  loue  quod  scbe  o  Doun  lobfi  1348 

fful  leue  me  were  fis  counsel  to  bide 

Bot  out  it  mot  it  maie  longer  abide 

Myne  busband  is  to  me  f e  werst  man 

)>at  euer  was  sefen  fe  werlde  began  13512 

Bot  sefen  .1.  am  a  wif  it  sitte  noubt  me 

To  telle  no  wygbt  of  oure  pnuete 

Keyf  er  a  bedde  ne  in  none  of  er  place 

God  scbelde  .1.  scbolde  tel  it  for  bis  grace  1356. 

A  wif  ne  scbal  nou3t  seine  of  hire  busbande 

Bot  att  bonoure  as  .L  kan  vndernstonde . 

Saue  vn-to  jowe  fus  mucbe  tel  .1.  scbaH  o«f  iss] 

As  belpe  me  god  be  ne  is  noubt  worfe  att  ait  1360 

lu  no  degre  f  e  value  of  a  flie 

Bot  3it  me  greuef  most  bis  Nygardrye 
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And  wele  30  wote  f&t  we77uneii  naturellje 

Desiren  ymgea  seven  as  wel  as  .1.  1364 

]>e7  wolden  ])at  husbondes  scholden  be 

Hardy .  and  wyse .  riche .  and  Jjer-to  fre 

And  bnzum  to  his  wif  and  frescbe  a  bedde 

Bot  be  ])at  ilke  lorde  f&t  for  vs  bledde  1368 

ffor  his  honour  miself  to  araie 

A  sonday  next  .1.  must  paye 

And  hundre])  frankes  or  elles  .1.  am  lome 

3it  were  me  leuer  Jat  .1.  were  vnbome  1372 

The  me  were  done  a  sclander  or  velanye 

And  if  myn  husbonde  eke  myht  a-spye 

.L  were  bot  lost  and  Jerefore  .1.  ^owe  prcye 

Lene  me  pis  somme  and  elles  mot  .1.  deye  -  1376 

Dan  lohfi  .1.  seie  lene  me  ^is  hundre])  frankes 

Parde  .1.  wil  nouht  fail  pe  my  Jjonkes 

If  p&t  jow  lust  to  do  fat  .1.  30we  p?*<?ye 

ffor  att  a  certeyne  daye  .1.  wil  ^owe  peye  1380 

And  do  to  ^owe  what  plesance  aiid  seniise 

]^at  .1.  maie  do  nht  as  30 we  lost  demse 

And  bot  .1.  do  god  take  on  me  vengeaunce 

As  foule  as  hadde  Genylofi  of  fraunce  1384 

This  gentil  monke  ansewerd  in  ]>is  manere 

Nowe  trewly  myne  owen  ladi  dere 

.1.  haue  qt^d  he  on  30 we  so  grete  a  rovrpe 

]:)at  .1.  jowe  swere  and  pliht  30  we  my  troufe  1388 

])at  whan  30ure  husbond  is  to  flaundres  fare 

.1.  wil  deliuer  30we  owet  of  fis  werldes  care 

ffor  .1.  wil  bringen  30we  an  himdre])  frankes 

And  wij)  ]}at  he  cauht  hire  be  pe  schankes  1392 

And  here  enbraced  harde  and  kissed  ofte 

Gope  nowe  30ure  weie  quod  he  al  stil  and  soft 

And  latt  us  deyne  as  sone  as  euer  we  maie 

ffor  be  my  chilinder  it  is  pnme  of  pe  daie  1 396 

Gope  nowe  and  be  as  trewe  as  .1.  schal  be 

Nowe  elles  god  for-bede  sir  quod,  sche 
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And  for]}e  sche  gofe  as  gelous  as  a  pye 

And  badde  ^e  cokes  ]>at  })ei  scholde  hem  hihe  14O0 

So  ])at  men  myht  dyne  and  )»at  anone  cieafi8s,iMckj 

Yp  to  hir  husbond  is  pia  wif  gone 

And  knokke{»  att  his  Counter  boldely 

Que  la  quod  he  peter  it  am  .L  1404 

Quod  sche  whatte  howe  longe  wil  ^e  fast 

Howe  longe  time  wil  ^e  reken  and  kast 

Joure  sommes  joore  bokes  and  joure  )}inges 

The  deuel  haue  part  on  al  suche  rekenynges  1408 

3e  haue  y-nowhe  parde  of  goddes  sonde 

Comme  doune  to  daie  and  latte  ^oure  bagge  stonde 

Ne  be  je  nouht  aschamed  ]ia[t]  dan  lohfi 

Schal  fastinge  el  pis  daye  Elenge  gone  1412 

What  latt  ¥8  here  Masse  go  we  dyne 

Wif  quod  fia  man  litel  canstowe  deuyne 

The  Corious  besines  })at  we  haue 

ffor  of  V8  chapmen  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  be  JNut  lorde  ^at  called  is  seinte  Ive 

Scaisely  amonges  tuelue  tweyne  schoUen  pnoe 

Continuly  lasteynge  vnto  oure  age 

We  maye  wele  make  chieie  ajid  good  visag  1420 

And  driue  forj^e  fe  werld  as  it  maie  be 

And  kepen  oure  estate  in  pnuete^ 

Til  we  be  dede  or  elles  ])at  we  pleie 

On  pilgrenage  or  gone  out  of  pe  weye  1424 

And  ^ere-fore  haue  .1.  grete  neoeesite 

Vpon  pia  qweinte  werlde  to  aviso  me 

ffor  euer  more  we  must  stonde  in  drede 

Of  happe  and  fortune  in  myne  chapmanhede  1428 

To  flandres  wil  .L  go  to  morwe  att  daye 

And  Come  a^eine  as  sone  as  euer  y  maye 

flfor  whiche  my  dere  wif  .1.  J>e  be-seke 

As  be  to  euery  wyht  buxum  and  meke  1 432 

And  for  to  kepe  oure  goode  be  curiouse 

And  honestly  gouerne  wele  oure  house 
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Jjou  hast  ynoulie  in  eucry  mancre  wyee 

pat  to  a  )}refte  liusbonde  may .  sufiise  1436 

))e  lakke])  none  array .  ne  no  vitaile 

Of  silaer  in  ^i  puree  ])ou  maist  nou3lit  faile 

And  wip  ]>at  worde  his  counter  dore  he  schett 

[ 710  gap  in  the  MS,']  1440 

And  hastely  a  messe  was  pere  seide 

And  spedely  ]>e  tables  wer  ylaide 

And  to  ])e  dener  fast  ^ei  hem  spedde 

And  richely  |)is  monke  ]>is  chapman  fedde     Deaf  isi]     1444 

And  after  dener  Dafl  lohfi  Soburlye 

This  chapman  tok  aparte  al  pn'uely 

He  seide  him  ]>us  Cosyn  it  stande])  so 

Jjat  wele  .L  se  to  brugges  wil  je  go  1448 

God  and  seinte  Austine  spede  ^owe  and  guyde 

.1.  praie  jowe  Cosin  wisly  Jat  je  ride 

GouemeJ)  ^owe  also  of  ^owre  dyette 

And  temparaly .  and  namely  in  Jjis  hete  1452 

Be-tuex  vx  tuo  nede])  no  strange  fare 

fFare  wel  cosin  god  schilde  3owe  fro  care 

If  any  })inge  })ere  be  be  daye  or  be  nyht 

If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  myht  1456 

]>at  30  me  wil  command  in  any  wyso 

It  shal  be  done  riht  as  30  wil  devise 

O  ]>inge  er  ])at  3e  go  if  ])at  it  maie  be 

.1.  wolde  praie  30W  for  to  lene  me  1460 

An  .C.  frankes  for  a  weke  or  tweyne 

ffor  certeine  bestes  ])at  .1.  most  bye 

To  store  wij)  a  palas  Jjat  is  owres 

God  helpe  me  so  .1.  wolde  fat  it  were  joures  1464 

J.  Bchal  nou3ht  fail  surely  of  my  daie 

Note  for  .a  .M.  frankes  a  myle  waye 

Bot  lat  })is  Jinge  be  secre  .1.  30we  preie 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  1468 

And  fare  nowe  wele  myne  owen  Cosine  dere 
Graunt  Mercy  of  3oure  cost  and  of  ^oure  chere 
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This  noble  Marcliaiit  gentiUi  anone 

Ansewarde  ane2  seide  o  koBine  Dan  lo&ile .  1472 

Xowe  sekerly  |)is  is  a  smati  request 

Mi  golde  is  ^oures  whan  )>at  ^ou  lest 

And  Nouht  onely  my  golde  bot  my  ChalTare 

Take])  what  30we  lest  god  scheld  ^at  36  spaie  1476 

Bot  0  ])inge  is  ^e  knowe  it  wele  y-nowhe 

Of  chappemen  ])at  her  mony  is  hir  plouhe 

We  may  creance  whiles  we  haue  a  name 

Bott  goldelesse  for  to  be  is  no  game  1480 

PayeJ)e  it  ajeine  whan  it  li})e  in  30iire  ese 

After  my  myht  ful  feine  wod  .1.  30 w  plese 

pea  .0.  frankes  he  fette  for])  anone 

And  pn'uely  he  toke  it  to  dan  lohn  1484 

No  wyght  of  al  f  is  werlde  ne  wiste  of  ])is  lone 

Saueynge  ])is  Marchant  and  dan  lohn  alone . 

Thei  dranken  and  Komen^  and  pleye     p  or  Boinan]    [if  im,  bk]  / 

TU  fat  Dan  lohfi  EideJ)  to  his  Abbei  1488 

The  morwe  cam  and  for])e  ]}is  marchant  Eide]) 

To  flanders-ward  his  prentis  wele  him  gydej 

Til  he  cam  in-to  brugge  merily . 

Now  go-J)e  fis  marchant  fast  and  besily  14i>2 

Aboute  his  nedes  and  bi})e  and  creaunce}) 

He  ney]}er  pley])e  att  ]>e  dyes  ne  daunce]) 

Bot  as  a  Marchant  schortly  for  to  t^ 

He  letef  his  lyf  and  ^ere  .1.  late  him  duett  1496 

The  sonday  next  ])is  marschant  was  agone 

To  seinte  Denys  y-commen  was  Dan  lone 

Whiche  crowe  and  berde  fresche  and  newe  schaue 

In  al  ])e  house  jfer  nas  so  litel  a  knaue  150u 

Ne  no  wyght  elles  fat  he  nas  feyne 

ffor  my  lorde  Dan  Tohne  was  comen  s^eine 

And  schortly  to  her  pointe  for  to  gone 

J)is  faire  wif  accordej?  to  dan  lohfi  1504 

And  for  J?is  .C.  frankes  he  scholde  al  nyht 

Haue  hire  in  his  armes  bolte  vpriht 
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And  ^is  accorde  parfonaed  was  in  dede 

In  mer])e  al  nyht  a  besi  lif  pei  lede  1508 

Til  it  was  daie  pat  Dan  lohfi  went  his  weie 

And  badde  ]>e  meny^e  fare  wele  and  haue  good  daie 

ffor  none  of  heme  no  wight  in  ]>e  toune 

Ha]}e  of  dan  lohfi  riht  none  suspecione  1512 

And  toTpe  he  ride])  home  to  his  abbeie 

Or  wher  him  list  no  more  of  him  .1.  seye 

This  Marchant  whan  fai  ended  was  pe  faire 

To  seint  Denyse  he  gan  to  repaire  1516 

And  wip  his  wif  he  make))  fest  and  chore 

And  telle])  hire  |>at  chaffer  is  so  dere 

])at  nedes  most  he  maake  a  chenesance 

ffor  he  was  bounden  in  a  requenysance  1520 

To  paye  .xx.  M.  schildes  anone 

ffor  whiche  pis  marchant  is  wont  to  gone 

To  borwe  of  certeine  f rendes  )>at  he  hadde 

A  certeine  and  so7/ime  wi])  him  he  ladde  1524 

And  whan  ])at  he  was  comen  into  pe  toune 

ffor  grete  chore  and  grete  affeccione 

Vn-to  Dan  lohfi  him  first  go])e  to  pleie 

Nouht  for  to  borwe  of  him  no  moneye  1528 

Bot  for  [to]  wite  and  see  of  his  welfare  [laif  las] 

And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare 

As  frendes  done  whan  fei  be  mette  in  fere 

Dan  lohfi .  him  Make])  fest  and  mery  chieie  1532 

And  him  tolde  a3eine  fuj  specially 

Howe  he  hadde  bouht  ful  wele  and  graciously 

Thonked  he  god  al  hole  his  Marchandise 

Saue  |)at  he  must  in  al  manor  wise  1536 

Maken  a  cheuosans  as  for  his  best 

And  ^an  he  scholde  be  in  loye  ajid  rest 

Dan .  Anseward  certes  .1.  am  feyne 

))at  je  in  hele  be  comme  home  a^eine  1540 

And  if  ])at  .1.  were  riche  as  haue  .1.  blisse 

Off  .XX.  M.  scheldes  schold  30  nouht  mysse 
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ffor.  je  so  kindely  fia  of  ere  dale 

Lent  me  gold  and  as  .1.  kan .  and  maie  1544 

.L  ^onke  ^owe  be  god  and  be  seint  lame 
Bot .  iia])eles  .1.  toke  yn-to  owre  dame 
3oure  wif  att  home  ])e  same  golde  s^eine 
Ypon  joure  benche  sche  woote .  it  wele  certeine  1548 

Be  certeyne  tokenes  p&t  .1.  call  liir^  tdi 
Kowe  be  joure  leue  .1.  maie  no  longer  duel! 
Oure  Abbote  wili  oute  of  ])is  tonne  anone 
And  on  his  company  most  .1.  gone  1552 

Grete  wele  onre  dame  myne  owen  nece  swete 
And  faire  wele  dere  cosine  til  we  mete 
'  This  Marchant  wi])  p&t  was  ful  war  and  wise 
Creanced  ha])e  and  eke  paide  in  parisshe  1556 

To  certeyne  lombardes  rede  in  hire  hande 
The  summe  of  golde  and  gatte  of  hem  ])e  bande 
And  home  he  go])e  mery  as  a  papenioye 
'ffor  wele  he  knewe  he  stode  in  suche  araie  1560 

^at  nedes  most  he  winne  in  suche  a  viage 
A  .M.  frankes  abone  al  his  costage 
It  wif  ful  rede  mett  him  att  ^q  gate 
As  sche  was  wonte  of  olde  vsage  algate  1564 

And  al  ]}at  nyht  in  mer])e  ])ei  be  sette 
ffor  he  was  riche  and  clerely  oute  of  dette 
Whane  it  was  daye  \)ia  Marchant  gan  embrace 
His  wife  al  newe  and  kist  hir  on  hira  face  1568 

And  ype  he  goJ)e  and  makej^e  it  wonder  touhe 
No  more  qttod  sche  be  god  30  haue  ynowhe . 
And  wantonly  ajeine  wi])  him  sche  pleide  [leafiss^iMok] 

Til  att  pe  last  ])is  Marchant  seide  1572 

Be  god  quod  he  .1.  am  a  litel  wro])e 
WiJ  jowe  my  wif  al-})ouhe  it  be  me  loje 
And  wote  je  whye  be  god  as  ])at  .1.  gesse 
ffor  ^e  haue  maade  a  manor  strangeneese  1576 

Be-twex  me  and  my  Cosyne  Dan  lohfi 
3e  scholde  haue  warned  me  ar  .1.  hadde  gone 
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That  lie  had  ^owe  an  .C.  frankes  payede 

Be  rede  token  ajid  he  him  helde  yuel  apaide  1580 

ffor  ^at  .L  to  him  spake  of  cheuesaunce 

Me  semed  soo  as  be  his  countenat/nce 

Bot  na]>ele8  be  god  heuen  kinge 

.1.  })oiiht  nouht  to  axe  of  him  no  fringe  1584 

.1.  praie  Je  wif  ne  do  no  more  soo 

Til  me  alweie  are  ])at  .1.  tio  pe  goo 

If  any  dettour  hape  in  m}'ne  absence 

Ypayde  pe  lest  ])oruhe  pi  necligence  1588 

I  myht  him  axe  a  ]>uige  pai  he  ha])e  paide 

This  wif  was  nouht  aferde  ne  affraide 

Bat  boldely  sche  seide  and  ])at  anone 

Mary,  y  dify  ]>at  fab  monke  dan  lone  1592 

.1.  kepe  nouht  of  his  tokenes  neuer  a  dele 

He  toke  me  certeine  golde  ])iB  wote  .1.  wele 

])at  ivel  pedom  on  his  monkes  snowte 

ffor  god  it  wote  J.  wende  wijK)uten  doute  1596 

psA  he  it  had  yjeue  me  be  cause  of  jowe 

To  do  peie-Yripe  myn  honur^  and  my  prowe 

ffor  Cosinage  eke  and  fbr  bele  chere 

])at  he  Yi&p  hadde  ful  often  time  here  1600 

Bot  Bepen  .1.  see  .1.  stonde  in  suche  disioynte 

.1.  wil  answere  joue  to  pe  poynte 

3e  haue  mo  slakker  dettores  ])an  am  .1. 

ffor  .1.  wil  paie  jowe  wele  and  redelye  1604 

ffro  daye  to  day  and  if  so  be .  J^at  .1.  faile 

.1.  am  30ure  wif  score  it  on  my  taile 

And  .1.  schal  paie  as  sone  as  euer  y  maie 

ffor  be  my  troufe  .1.  haue  on  myne  araye  1608 

And  nouht  on  waste  bestouede  euerydele 

And  for  .1.  haue  bestowed  it  so  wele 

To  ^oure  honoure  for  goddes  sake  .1.  saie 

As  bo  nouht  wrofe  bot  lat  vs  hauhe  and  pleye .  1C12 

3e  schoUen  my .  loly  body  haue  to  wedde  [learise] 

Be  godde  .1.  wil  nouht  paie  3owe  bot  in  bedde 
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ffor-jeue  it  me  myne  owen  sponse  dere 

Tunie])6  hider-warde  and  make])  better  chiere  1616 

This  Marchant  seyhe  ])eT  was  no  better  remedye 

And  for  to  chide  it  nere  bot  folye 

Se])en  ]}at  ^e  fringe  maie  nouht  amended  be 

Kowe  wif  he  seide  and  .1.  for-3eue  it  })e  1620 

Bot  be  ])i  Hfe  ne  be  no  more  so  large 

Kepe  bette  my  goode  ])is  ^eue  .1.  )>e  in  charge 

Thus  ende])  nowe  my  tale  and  god  vs  sende 

Toyleynge  ynouhe  vnto  oure  lyues  ende  1624 

Explicit  fitbula  Haute. 
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Indpit  prologos  Priorisse 

Wele  saide  be  corpus  dampnns  seide  oure  Oste 
NoMre  longe  mot  ])0u  seile  be  ^is  coste 
Sire  gentil  Maister  gentil  marinere 

God  ^eue  fQ  monke  a  .M.  lasfc  quade  3010  1628 

A  ba  felaus  be])e  war  of  sncbe  a  Tape 
Tbe  monke  put  in  ye  mannes  bode  an  ape 
And  in  bis  wives  eke  be  seint  Austine 
Diaue^  no  monkes  more  vnto  ^oure  inne  1632 

Bot  nowe  passe  ouere  &  lat  vs  seke  aboute 
Wbo  scbal  nowe  telle  first  of  al  )>is  route 
Ano])er  tale  and  wi])  j^at  worde  be  seide 
As  curteysly  as  it  badde  bue  a  maide  1636 

My  lady  Prioresse  be  ^oure  leue 
So  )>at  .1.  wist  .1.  scbolde  30W  not  greue 
.1.  wolde  deme  })at  ^e  telle  scbolde 

A  tale  next  if  so  were  ^at  je  wolde  1640 

JSTow  wil  je  voucbe-saue  my  lady  dere 
Gladly  quod  scbe  and  seide  in  ]>is  manere 
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[No  breaks  in  the  MS  between  the  iftamas.] 
Inoipit  Priorisse  fhbula 

[The  Prologue,] 

Olorde  oure  lorde  ])i  name  howe  m^rveloose 
Is  in  Jiia  large  werlde  y-epredde  quod  sche 
ffor  nou^t  onely  ^i  loude  preciouse 
Pa/fprmed  is  be  men  of  dignite  1646 

Bot  be  pe  mou^e  of  childem  pi  bounte 
Parformed  is  for  on  oure  breste  soukeinge 
Some  time  schewen  pei  ])ine  heriinge  1649 

Where-fore  in  loude  as  .1.  kan  beste  or  maie 

Of  pe  and  of  pe  white  lylye  floure 

Whiche  ])at  pe  bare  and  is  a  maide  alweie 

To  tel  a  storye  .1.  wH  do  my  labot^r  [iMfisa^tMdc]    1653 

Nouhte  ]>at  .1.  maie  encrese  hii^  honour 

flfor  sche  hii*  self  is  honowr  and  f  er-to  Rote 

Of  bounte  next  hire  sonne  of  soules  bote  1656 

IT  0  moder  maide  o  maide  moder  fre 

0  busche  vnbemde  bemynge  in  Moyses  siht 

J)at  rauisched  doune  fro  pe  deite 

poTuhe  ])ine  humblesse  pe  gost  psA  in  pe  aliht  1660 

Of  whos  yerteu  whan  he  in  })ine  hert  aliht 

Conceyued  was  pe  faders  Sapiens 

Helpe  me  to  tel  it  in  ])i  reuerence  1663 

IT  Lady  fine  bounte  and  )>ine  Magnificence 

Jjine  vertue  and  Ji  grete  humilite 

pere  maie  no  tunge  expresse  in  no  science 

ffor  sum  time  ladi  ar  men  prcye  to  })e  1667 

Thou  gost  be-fome  of  fine  benyngnyte 

And  getest  ys  pe  liht  f  oruhe  f  i  praiere 

To  guyden  vs  vnto  fi  son  so  clere  1670 
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IT  My  konnynge  is  to  wayke  o  blisful  qweene 

£for  to  declare  ])i  grete  worJ)inesse 

pa,t  .1.  ne  may  pe  weyht  nouht  sustene 

Bot  as  a  cliilde  of  twelmo])e  age  or  lease  1674 

]^at  can  ynne])  any  worde  expresse 

Eiht  80  fare  .1.  and  J^erefore  .1.  ^owe  preye 

GydeJ)  my  songe  Jat  .1.  schal  of  3owe  seye  1677 


[THE  TALE,] 

Ther  was  a  Ce  in  a  grete  Cite 
Amonge  cristen  folk  and  lewre 
Su[s]teynde  be  a  lorde  of  p&t  contre 
fFor  foule  vser  and  locre  of  velany  1681 

Hatteful  to  cnste  and  to  his  compaignye 
And  ])orulie  ])e  strete  men  milit  ride  or  wende 
ffor  it  was  and  open  at  euare  ende  1681 

IT  A  litel  folke  of  cristen  folke  pere  stode 

Doune  att  ]}e  fer])er  ende  in  whiche  pere  were 

Childem  an  hepe  commen  of  cristes  blode 

)>at  in  ])at  scole  ^ere  be  ^ere  1688 

Lemed  pe  doctrine  as  men  vsed  ])ere 

]yi8  is  to  seie  to  singen  and  to  rede 

As  smale  childem  done  in  here  childehede  1691 

IT  Amonge  peB  childem  was  a  wedow  sonne 

A'  litel  clergeon  yj.  ^ere  of  age 

J)&t  daye  be  dale  to  scole  was  Ms  wonne 

And  eke  also  where  he  sawe  )>e  ymage        [i«af  i87]         1695 

Of  cristes  modere  had  he  in  vsage 

As  him  was  tauht  to  knele  adoune  and  saie 

His  Aue  marie  as  he  goj^e  be  pe  weie  1698 
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IT  Thus  lia])e  ^is  wedowe  hire  Ijtel  childe  tauht 

Onre  blisfol  lady  criBtes  modere  dere 

To  worschipe  aie  and  he  for-^at  it  nouht 

ffe  Celj  childe  wil  al  daie  sone  lere  1702 

Bot  aie  whan  .y.  remembre  me  on  ^is  Matere 

Seint  Kicholas  stant  euer  in  my  p^-esence 

ffor  he  80  jonge  to  criste  dide  reuerence  1705 

IT  This  childe  is  litel  booke  lerenynge 

As  he  satt  in  ])e  scole  att  his  pnmere 

He  alma  redemptons  herd  singe 

As  childern  lerned  hir  Antiphanere  1709 

And  as  he  durste  he  drouhe  him  neie  and  nere 

And  erkened  aye  ^e  woides  and  ])e  note 

Til  he  )>e  first  vers  cou])  al  be  rote  1712 

IT  Nouht  wyste  he  what  ])e  latine  was  to  seie 

ffor  he  so  jonge  and  tender  was  of  age 

Bott  on  a  daie  his  felawe  he  gan  preie 

To  expounen  ])is  songe  in  his  langage  1716 

Or  tellen  whi  ])is  songe  was  in  vsage 

This  preide  he  him  to  constrewe  and  declare 

fful  oft  time  ypon  his  knees  bare  1719 

H  His  felawe  whiche  ^at  elder  was  ]>an  he 

Ansewarde  his  fius  ]}is  songe  .1.  haue  herd  seie 

Was  maked  of  oure  blissed  ladi  tie 

Hir  to  salue  and  eke  hir  to  preie  1 723 

To  bene  oure  helpe  and  socour  whane  we  deye 

.1.  can  no  more  expounde  in  ])i6  matiere 

•I.  leren  songe  .L  can  bott  smalt  gramero  1726 

IT  And  is  y\a  songe  maad  in  reuerence 

Of  cristes  moder  seide  ^is  Innocent 

Nowe  certes  .1.  wil  do  my  diligence 

To  konne  it  ar  cristenmes  be  went  1730 
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Jpouhe  ])at  .1.  for  mj  pWmer  schal  be  schent 

And  schal  be  beten  Juries  in  an  oure 

.1.  wifl.  it  conne  oure  lady  for  to  hononre  1733 

IT  His  felawe  tauht  him  homward  pnuely 

£ro  day  to  day  til  he  cou])e  it  be  rote . 

And  ^anne  he  songe  it  wele  and  boldely 

Sro  warde  to  warde  accordeiage  to  fe  note  [laaf i87.  back]  1 737 

))TejB  oil  a  daye  it  passed  ]»oruhe  his  ))rote 

To  scoleward  and  homwarde  when  he  went 

On  cristes  moder  sette  was  his  entent  1740 

IT  As  I  haue  seide  ])oruhe  oute  ]>e  lewrye 

This  litel  Childe  as  he  cam  to  and  fro 

£Pul  merily  ^an  wolde  singe  and  crye 

On  alma  redemptoris  ener  mo  1744 

The  swettnesse  ha|)e  his  herte  perced  so 

Of  cristes  moder  f&t  to  hire  to  preie 

He  can  nouht  stinte  of  singinge  be  ^e  waie  1747 

If  Owre  ferst  foo  \te  serpent  Satanas 

])at  ha])e  in  lewes  his  waspes  neste 

Vp  swal  and  seide  O  Ebiayke  peple  alas 

Is  )>is  a  |)inge  to  ^owe  pat  is  honest  1751 

p&t  suche  a  boye  schal  walken  as  him  lest 

In  ^oure  and  singen  of  siiche  sentence 

Whiche  is  s^eines  joure  lawes  reuerence .  1754 

IT  fEro  Jens  forf  fe  lewes  han  conspirede 

This  Innocent  of  pia  werlde  to  chace 

In  homicide  haunt  fei  pere-io  huyrede 

one  That  in  a  leye  hadde  a  p?'me  place  1758 

And  as  J?e  childe  gan  forby  for  to  pace 

This  cursed  lewe  him  hente  and  helde  fast 

And  kutte  his  ^te  and  in  a  pute  him  cast  1761 
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IT  I  sey  fat  in  a  wardrope  pel  him  diewe 

Where  as  fia  l&wea  purgen  entraile 

0  ciused  folke  o  herodes  al  newe 

What  may  joure  yuel  tent  3oue  availe  1765 

Morder  wil  oute  certein .  it  wil  nouht  faile 

And  namely  fere  honure  of  god  schold  sprede 

The  blode  oute  crie])  on  301116  cursed  dede  1768 

IT  0  martire  soundede  to  viiginite 

Now  maiste  pou  singe  folowinge  euer  in  on 

The  white  lombe  Celestial  quad  he 

Of  whiche  fe  grete  euaungeUst  seint  lohfi  1772 

In  Pathmos  wrote  whiche  seij^e  pei  pai  gone 

Be-fome  his  lomhe  and  singe  a  songe  of  new 

Thet  neu^re  flexly  wemmen  fei  knewe  1776 

This  pouer  wedowe  waytef  al  fat  nyht 

Affter  pis  litel  Childe  hot  home  cam  he  nouht 

for  whome  alsoune  as  it  was  daies  liht 

Wi)>  face  pale  for  drede  and  besy  ])ouht  [leaf  i«]  1779 

Sche  haj^e  att  scole  and  elles  where  him  souht 

Til  finally  sche  gan  so  fer  asspye 

\)ai  he  was  sey3en  last  in  pe  lewrye  1782 

If  Wif  moders  pyte  in  hir  breste  enclosede 

Sche  go)»  as  sche  were  halue  oute  of  mynde 

To  eu^ry  place  where  sche  h&p  supposed 

Bo  Hklyhed  hire  childe  to  finde  1786 

And  euer  on  cr[i]8tes  moder  meke  and  kinde 

Sche  cried  and  att  pe  last  ])U8  sche  wrouht 

Amonge  pe  cursed  lewes  sche  him  souht  1789 

IT  Sche  freyne])  and  sche  preijw  pitously 
To  enetj  lewe  ])at  duelled  in  pUk  place 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Thei  saiden  naie  bot  ihesus  of  his  grace  1793 
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3aue  in  her  pouht  in  wi)y  a  litel  space 

)»at  in  p&t  place  after  her  sonne  sche  cried 

Thare  he  was  cast  in  a  putte  be  side  1796 

IT  0  grete  god  pat  parfonrmed  ])in  laude 

Be  mou)>e  of  Innocence  Lo  here  pi  myht 

This  ge^nme  of  chastite  piB  emeraude 

And  eke  of  Marterdom  pe  raby  briht  1800 

))ere  he  vrip  )>rote  yconie  leie  Vpriht 

He  Alma  redemptoris  gan  to  singe 

So  longe  p&t  al  pe  place  gan  to  ringe  1803 

IT  The  cristen  folke  p&t  poruhe  pQ  strete  wente 

In  Camyne  to  wondeme  of  pis  ])inge 

And  hastely  ]»ei  for  pe  prouost  sente 

He  cam  anone  wi)>-outen  any  taryinge  1807 

And  henep  crist  pB,t  is  heuen  kinge 

And  eke  his  moder  honoure  of  mankinde 

And  after  pe  lewes  lete  he  binde  1810 

IT  This  childe  wi)>  pitons  lamentacionne 

Yp  taken  singeinge  hi  a  songe  al  weye 

And  wi))  honoure  of  grete  p7*oces8ioane 

Thei  Carien  him  to  pe  next  Abbey e  1814 

His  modere  swoneynge  be  pe  here  laye 

Yimep  myhte  pe  peple  psi  was  J^ere 

This  newe  rachel  bringe  fro  his  here  1817 

IT  Wi)y  torment  arid  wi])  schamful  de])e  ilkone 

This  prouost  dof  e  J>es  lewes  for  to  sterue 

That  of  piB  morder  wist  and  psii  anane 

He  nolde  none  suche  cursednesse  obsirue.  1821 

Euel  schal  haue  pai  ynel  wil  deserne  [iMf  iw^teckj 

There-fore  wif  wilde  hors  he  did  him  drawe 

And  after  pot  he  hinge  him  be  J^e  kwe  1824 
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T  Vpon  Jis  bere  ay  lyef  fis  Innocent 

Be-fome  fe  chief  autter  whiles  Masse  last 

And  after  pa,i  pe  Abbot  wi])  his  Couent 

Hadde  spedde  hem  for  to  burye  him  fast  1828 

And  whan  pei  haly  water  on  him  cast 

And  ^it  spakke  pe  chOde  whan  spreynt  was  pe  holy  water 

And  songe  0  alma  redemptoris  mater  1831 

IT  This  Abbot  whiche  )>at  was  an  holy  man 

As  monkes  be  or  elles  onht^i  to  bee 

))is  )onge  childe  to  coniure  he  gan 

And  seide  o  dere  childe  J.  hailese  pe  1835 

Be  veitue  of  pe  holy  Trinite 

Tel  me  what  is  pi  cause  for  to  singe 

Sethen  J»i  ptoie  is  kette  att  myn  semeinge  1838 

IT  My  ^rot  is  cutte  ynto  my  nekke  bone 

Saide  pis  childe  and  as  be  waie  of  kinde 

.L  seholde  haue  deyed  longe  time  agone 

Bott  ihera  criste  as  je  in  bokes  finde  1842 

Wil  p&t  his  g^ori  last  and  hue  in  mynda 

And  for  worschipe  of  his  moder  dere 

}ette  may  .L  singe  0  Alma  loude  and  cle[Te]  1845 

IT  This  wel  of  Mercie  cristes  moder  swete 

.1.  loaed  alweie  as  after  my  coninge 

And  whan  ])at  .1.  my  lif  seholde  lete 

To  me  sche  camme  and  badd  me  for  to  singe  1849 

pla  Antime  verrely  in  my  mynde  deynge 

As  }e  bane  herd  and  whan  )yat  .1.  had  songe 

Me  ^nht  sche  laide  a  greyne  ypon  my  tonge  1852 

IT  Wher-for  .1.  saie  and  singe  most  certeigne 

In  honour  of  cristes  moder  fre 

Til  of  my  tonge  of  taken  is  ^e  greyne 

And  after  p&t  seide  sche  puB  to  me  1856 
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My  litel  childe  nowe  wil  .1.  feche  fe 

Whan  ])at  ]^  greine .  is  fro  ])i  tonge  ytake 

Be  nouht  agast  .1.  wil  pe  nouht  for-saake  1859 

IF  This  Holy  monke  J^is  Abbot  him  mene  .1. 

His  tonge  oute  cauht  and  toke  awey  pe  greyne 

And  he  ^af  vpe  pe  gost  ful  softly 

And  whan  pe  Abbotte  hadde  fia  wondere  seyne  1863 

His  salte  teres  strikled  doune  as  reyne  [learim] 

And  gruffe  he  fel  al  platte  to  )>e  groonde 

And  stiH  he  laie  as  he  had  bene  ybounde  1866 

The  [Couent]  Eke  ley  ypon  pe  pament 

Wepeinge  and  heriinge  Ciistes  moder  dere 

And  after  pei  rise  and  forj^e  been  went 

And  toke  aweie  ])is  marter  £ro  his  here  1870 

And  in  a  tombe  of  Marble  stones  clere 

Enclosen  pei  his  lytel  body  swete 

There  he  is  no  we  god  lene  vs  for  to  mete  1873 

0  jonge  hewe  of  Lincolne  sleyne  also 

Wi))  cursed  lewes  as  it  is  notable 

jBEbr  it  nys  hot  a  litel  while  a-goo 

Preye  eke  for  vs  we  sinful  folke  vnstable  1877 

]>at  of  his  Mercie  god  so  merciable 

On  vs  his  grete  mercie  multiplye 

ffor  leuarence  of  his  moder  Marye  1880 

Explicit  fabnla  priorisse . 
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[No  breaks  in  the  MS  between  the  stanzas,'] 

Indpit  pr^^log^  de  Thopaa.  cm/m^iw] 

Whan  «eide  was  J,i8  tele  eu«7  maa 
Aa  sober  was  ])at  wonder  was  to  se 
Ti  ])at  oure  Oste  lape  beganne 

And  fan  att  eist  he  loked  vpon  me .  -^^  ^-  Chaucei' 

And  seide  pus  what  man  ert  ^u  quod  he 
Thon  lokest  as  ]k>u  woldest  finde  an  hare 
ffor  euer  vpon  J»e  grounde  .1.  se  pe  stare  1887 

Appr[o]che  nere  and  loke  merely 

Kowe  ware  jowe  sires  and  latt  ]?is  man  haue  place 

He  in  fe  waste  is  schapen  as  wele  as*.L 

This  were  a  popet  in  armes  to  enbrace  1891 

ffor  any  womman  smal  and  faire  of  face 

He  seme^  eluysche  be  his  countenance 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  1894 

Say  no  we  sumwhat  sepenopere  folke  ha}>e  seide 

Tel  V8  a  tale  of  merf^e  and  pat  anone 

Oste  qtiod  .L  ne  be  nouht  yael  apaide 

ffor  o]>er  tale  certes  can  L  none  1898 

Bot  of  a  rime  .1.  lemed  longe  agone 

Je  pai  is  good  qvod  he  shal  we  here 

Summe  deynte])  |)inge  me  ]?enke)y  be  his  chiere  1901 

Ezpliot^  prologns. 
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Ineipit  £Eibiila. 

[No  breaks  in  the  MS  between  the  stanzas.'] 

[Fiite  /.] 

LEsteneJye  lordes  in  goo[d]  entent 
And  .L  wil  tel  verraiment 

Of  Miracle  and  of  solace .  1904 

Al  of  a  knyht  "was  faire  and  gent  iiaaf  in,  buk] 
In  Bataile  and  in  tumament 

His  name  was .  sir  Thopas  1907 

.L -borne  lie  was  in  fer  oontre 

In  flaundre  al  bejonde  pe  see 

Att  Poperinge  in  fe  place  .  1910 

His  fader  was  a  man  ful  fre 

And  lord  he  was  of  pat  cnntre 

As  it  was  goddes  grace  1913 

Sir  Thopas  was  douhty  swayne 

White  was  his  face  as  a  peyndemayne 

His  lippes  reede  as  roose  1916 

His  rode  is  like  scarlet  in  greyne 

And  .L  ^owe  teU  in  goode  certeyne 

He  hadde  a  semely  nose .  1919 

His  here  his  berde  was  lyke  safroun 

pat  to  his  gerdel  rauht  a  doune 

His  Bchone  of  cordeweyne  1922 

Of  brogges  was  his  hosen  brotme 

His  roob  was  of  Ciclatoune 

put  cost  mony  a  layne  1925 

LANSnoWNE  4S0   (6-T.  IQl) 


8IX-TEZT    192 

GROUP  B.    §  8.    SIB  THOPAs.    Lanfldowiie  MS. 

He  covLpQ  hunt  att  wilde  dere 

And  ride  on  haukeinge  for  fe  reuer 

"Wlp  grey  goshauke  on  honde  1928 

Therto  be  was  a  good  archere 

To  werstelynge  was  per  none  his  pere 

p&re  any  man  scholde  stonde  1931 

fful  niony  a  maide  briht  in  boure 

pei  mome  for  his  paramoure 

whane  pei  were  bette  to  slepe  1934 

Bot  he  was  chast  aiid  no  lichoure 

As  swete  as  is  ])e  brembel  iioure 

\>Q,i  beie])e  pe  rede  hipe  ,  1937 

And  so  befel  vpon  a  daie 

ffor  so])e  as  .1.  30 we  telle  maie 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  oute  ride  1940 

He  wor])e  hup  on  his  stede  grey 

And  his  honde  a  laucegaie 

A  longe  swerde  be  his  side  1943 

He  pnke)>  )K)ruhe  a  faire  fore[8t] 

Ther  inn  is  mony  a  wilde  best 

5e  bo])e  bukke  and  hare .  1946 

And  as  he  prike))  Nor^e  and  est  [letf  190] 

I  telle  jowe  him  hadde  almest 

Betidde  a  sori  care .  1949 

Thei'  springen  erbes  grete  and  smale 

The  lycoris  and  pe  Setuale 

And  mony  clowe  gilofre  1952 

And  Notmuges  to  putte  in  ale 

Whefer  it  be  moiste  or  stale 

Ore  for  to  ley  in  Cofre  1955 
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The  Biides  singen  it  is  nouht  naye 

The  sparhauke  and  pe  popeniaye 

)iat  ioye  it  was  to  here  1958 

j>e  ])rostelkoke  maade  eke  his  laye 

]»e  wode  dowfe  vppon  J»e  spraye 

Sche  songe  ful  loude  and  clere  1961 

Sire  Thopas  f^  in  louelongeinge 

An[d]  whanne  he  heide  fe  Jriosteli  singe 

And  pnked  as  he  ware  woode  1964 

His  faiie  stede  in  his  piikeinge 

So  swette  j>at  men  myht  him  wringe 

His  sides  were  al  blode  1967 

Siie  Thopas  eke  so  weiy  was 

£for  prekinge  on  pe  soft  gras 

So  feis  was  his  coiage  1970 

pat  doune  he  hude  him  in  pa,t  place 

To  maken  his  stede  snm  solace 

ffor  he  was  so  sauage  1973 

A  seynte  Mary  henedicite 

What  ejlep  pis  loue  att  me 

To  bynde  me  so  sore  1976 

Me  dremed  al  pia  nyht  parde 

Ane  £lfe  qyene  schal  my  lemman  be 

And  slepe  vnder  my  gore  1979 

Ane  Elfe  qaeene  wil  .L  lone  .y-wisse 

ffor  in  p\a  world  no  womman  is 

Worfi  to  be  my  maake  1982 

in  tonne 
Al  o)>er  wemmen  .1.  forsake 
And  to  an  Elfe  queen  .y.  me  betake 
Be  dale  arid  eke  be  doune  1986 
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In-to  his  sadel  he  cam  anone 

And  jprikef  onere  stile  and  stone 

Ane  Elfe  qwene  for  to  aspye .  1989 

TyH  he  so  longe  ha])e  rydefi  and  gone  [latf  iso^iMck] 

That  he  fonde  in  a  priue  wone 

The  Cuntre  of  faire .  1992 

So  wilde 
fPor  in  pat  Contre  was  pere  none 
[    ....     no  gap  in  the  M8,^ 
Keyfer  wife  ne  childe  1996 


Til  him  ^er  came  a  loly  geante 

His  name  was  cleped  stV  Olyfaunte 

A  parlous  man  of  dede  1999 

He  saide  childe  be  termagaunt 

Bot  if  ])ou  wilte  prtke  oute  of  myne  hannte 

Anone  .1.  slee  \i  steede  2002 

wi])  mace 
Here  is  ]^  queen  of  faire 
Wi)>  harpe  and  pipe  and  simphene 
Dwellinge  in  \\&  place .  2006 


The  childe  so  most  .1.  ^ 

To  mome  wil  .1.  mete  ])e 

When  .1.  haue  myne  armor  2009 

And  )it  .1.  hope  par  ma  feie 

That  ))at  )k)u  schalt  wi)F  \i\a  launce  leie 

Abine  it  ful  sore .  2012 

Thoruhe  Jin  mawe 
Schal  .1.  perce  .If  .1.  niaie 
Or  it  be  fulle  prime  of  daie 
ffor  here  \o\\  schati  be  slawe  2016 
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Sii*  Thopas  drowhe  a  bak  ful  fast 

This  Geant  att  him  stones  cast 

Owte  of  a  feU  staf  slynge  2019 

Bot  a  faiie  ascape]»  childe  Thopas 

And  aH  it  was  )»orahe  goddes  gras 

And  }>orahe  his  faiie  beringe  2023 

3it  listens))  lordes  to  my  tale 

Metyer  ]mn  fe  nyhteyngegale 

ffor  nowe  .1.  wil  jow  rowne  2025 

Howe  Bir  Thopas  wi)y  sides  smale 

Prekeinge  oner  doune  and  dale 

Is  come  a^eine  to  tonne  2028 

His  mery  men  comanded  he 

To  make  him  bo])e  game  and  gle 

ffor  nedes  most  he  fiht  2031 

wi)y  .0.  Geant  vnp  hedes  J^ree 

ffor  paramoure  and  lolyte 

Of  one  |>at  schote  ful  briht  2034 

Done  come  he  seide  myne  mynstrals 

An  gestours  for  to  tel  vs  tales 

Anone  in  myne  armeinge  2037 

Of  Eomans  )>at  bene  Hoials  Omt  in] 

Of  Popes  and  of  Cardinals 

And  eke  of  loue  longeinge  2040 


Thei  fet  him  first  pe  swete  wyne 
[ 


2043 


no  gap  in  Hie  MS.\ 

And  lykhirhcrs  and  eke  Comyne 

WiJ)  sugre  ])at  is  trye  2046 
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He  dide  next  his  white  lire 

Of  Clo^  of  lake  fyne  and  clire 

A  breche'aTie?  eke  a  schart  2049 

And  next  is  schert  an  Aktofl 

And  ouer  j>at  an  haberioun 

ffor  perceynge  of  his  herte  .         2052 

And  ouere  )yat  a  fine  hauberke 

Was  al  y-wrouht  of  lewes  werke 

ffnl  stronge  it  was  of  plate  2055 

And  ouer.J)at  is  cote  Armotir 

As  white  as  is  a  lely  flouie 

In  whiche  he  wole  debate  .  2058 

His  schelde  was  al  of  gold  so  redo 

And  l^ere  in  was  a  bores  hede 

A  Charbokel  be  side  2061 

And  ])6re  he  suore  on  ale  anH  brede 

That  ])e  Gjant  schulde  be  dede 

Bj-tide  whatt  be-tide  2064 

His  lambes  were  of  quereboly 

His  swerde  sche])e  of  Ivory 

His  helme  of  Latoun  briht  2067 

His  Sadett  was  of  Ruel  bone 

His  BrideH  as  ^  sonne  schone 

Or  as  )ye  mone  so  liht  2070 

His  spere  was  of  fine  Cypres 

))at  bede)>  werre  and  no])inge  pes 

Thede  ful  scharpe  y-grounde  2073 

His  sted  was  al  dappel  greyo 

Hite  enamble  by  J>e  weye 

fful  softly  and  rounde .  2076 
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In  londe 
Lo  lordes  myne  here  a  fitte 
If  je  wil  any  more  of  it 
To  tel  it  ^vil  .1.  fonde  2080 


[FiUe  IL] 

Kowe  halde])  joure  mou])e  par  Charite 

Bo)»e  knyke  and  lady  free 

And  herkene])  to  my  speUe .  2083 

Of  Bataile  and  of  Cheualry  [ImT  i»i,iw:ki 

And  of  ladys  loue  drery . 

Anone  .1.  wil  jowe  tell  208G 

Men  speke  of  BomaTis  of  prise 

Of  home  Childe  and  of  Ipose 

Of  Beuys  and  sir  Guy  2089 

Of  sir  Libeus  and  plendamour 

Bot  str  Thopas  he  here])  pe  floure 

Of  Roial  Chiualry  2092 

His  goode  steede  al  he  be-strode 

And  ioTpe  vpon  his  weye  he  glode 

As  sparkeles  oute  of  fe  bronde  2095 

Vpon  hiB  creste  he  bare  a  toure 

And  J>ei^-in  stiked  a  lyly  floure 

God  schelde  his  corps  fro  schonde  2098 

And  for  he  was  a  knyht  aunterous 

He  wolde  slepen  in  none  hous 

Bot  lygen  in  his  hode  2101 

His  briht  helme  was  his  wangere 

Andhj  him  baite])  his  dextrere 

Of  erbes  fine  and  good  2104 
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no  gap  in  the  MS.]  2108 
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%  Inoipit  prologns 

NO  mor  of  piB  for  goddes  dignite  [<miMr/i9i,kMir] 

qiiod  oure  ost  foure  pou  makest  mo 
So  wery  of  pi  lewdenes 

pat  also  wissely  god  me  blis  2112 

Myn  eies  ake  of  pine  darsti  speche 
Kowe  suche  a  rime  pe  deuel  .y.  beteche . 
This  mai  be  wele  ryme  dogerel 

whie  so  quod  .1.  whie  wilt  ])ou  lette  me  2116 

More  of  my  tale  ^n  a  Do)>ei'  man 
Se^en  it  is  pe  best  rime  .1.  can 
By  god  .  qttod  he  pleinly  .1.  pe  soie 
Thou  schalt  no  langer  rime  here  to  daie  2120 

Thou  doste  nouht  elles  bot  dispendes  time 
Sire  att  o  worde  J^ou  schalt  no  longer  rime 
Late  see  whe])er  )fou  canste  teH  onht  in  geste 
Or  tell  in  prose  sum  what  att  pe  lest  2124 

In  whiche  ]»er  be  sume  mer])e  &  some  doctrine 
Gladle  quod  .1.  be  goddes  swete  pine 
.1.  wil  }owe  tell  a  litel  fringe  in  prose    . 
pat  auht  lyke  jowe  as  .1.  suppose  2128 

Or  elles  certes  }e  be  to  daungeroua 

It  is  a  morale  tale  vertuouse  pMfi-3 

Al  be  it  tolde  sum  tyme  in  sundre  wise 
Of  sundre  folke  as  J.  schal  jowe  deuise  2132 

As  f  us  je  wote  euery  euaungelist 
That  telle)>  ys  of  ihegVL  crist 
"Ne  aaipe  nouht  al  ])inge  as  his  felawe  do))e 
Bot  Na])eles  hei^  sentence  is  al  8o))e  2136 

And  aLaccorden  att  here- sentence 
Al  be  )>are  in  her  tellinge  difference 
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ffor  somme  of  hemme  seine  more  Se  sornme  seine  lesse 

Whan  fei  his  pitous  passion  expiesse  2140 

.1.  mene  of  Mark .  Matheu .  Inke .  &  John 

Bot  dontles  hex*  sentence  is  al  one 

There-for  lordeynges  al  .1.  jowe  be-seche 

If  )»at  je  ]»inke  .1.  yaiye  in  my  speche  2144 

As  pna .  If  ]»at  .L  telld  sum  what  more    . 

Of  proaerbes  )»an  30  haue  herde  to  foie 

Comprehendit  in  ^is  litel  tretis  here 

To  enforce  wi)y  pe  effect  of  Mi  Matiere  2148 

And  )K)xihe  .1.  nade  pe  same  wordes  saye 

As  3e  haue  herde  3itt  to  al  jowe  J.  preie 

Blame)^  me  nouht  for  as  my  sentence 

3e  schol  nouht  finde  muche  difference  2152 

£&o  the  sentens  of  ye  tretys  leuyte 

After  Yq  whiche  )yis  Mery  tale  .y.  write 

And  Herken  whatt  .1.  schal  seye 

And  lett  me  tale  .1.  preye  2156 
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[There  are  no  line-numbers  or  breaks  between  the  paragraphs  in 
the  MS.  TyrwhitVs  breaks  are  kept  here  to  prevent  slight 
differences  in  the  Six  Teats  throwing  out  numy  U^iesJ] 

[Lanadowne  MS  851,  on  leaf  192.] 

Hie  inoipit  fieibiila  de  Mellybeo  p^r  Chaucer. 

[2157] 

A^onge  man  whilom  called  Mellihe.  Mihte.  &  liche 
be-gate  vpon  his  wyf .  ]yat  called  was.  Pradence. 
a  douht^r  which  was  cleped  Sapience .// 
[2158]  ypon  a  daie  fel  ])at  he  for  his  disporte 
is  went  in  to  ]>e  feldes  him  to  pley  i  [a  1 59]  His  wife 
&  eke  his  douht^r  ha])e  he  laft  wi]>-in  his  hous .  of 
whiche  ])e  dores  were  fast  yschett.  [2160]  Foure  of  Ids 
olde  foos  haue  it  aspied .  And  setten  ledders  to  ]ye  walles 
of  his  hoTis.  &  be  ^e  wyndows  entred  [2 161]  & 
beten  his  wif  &  wounded  his  doubter  wttA  .v. 
mortale  woundes  in  .v.  sundre  places  [2162]  IT  This  is  to 
seye.  in  her6  fete  in  hira  hondes  in  hire  eres  <&  in  hire 
nose  &  in  hir6  mou])e.  And  laften  hir  for  dede  & 
wenten  here  wey. 

[2 163]  IT  Whan .  Mellibeus  returned  was  a3ein  in  to  his 
hous.  &  sauhe  al  ]yis  meschief  %  He  ylike  a  mad  man 
rentynge  his  clo]yes  gan  to  wepe  &  crye . 

[2164]  Prudens  his .  ^^  Prudence  his  wif  as  ferforj  as 
sche  dorst .  be-souht  him  of  his  wepeinge  for  to  stinte  [2 165] 
ITBotnot  for-]yi  he  gan  to  wepe&crie.  euer  ^e  lengeer  ])e  more. 
[2166]  ]>is  noble  wif  prudence  remembre])  hei' 
on  ]>e  sentence  of  Ouide .  In  his  boke  )>at  cleped  is  ^ 
remedie  of  loue.  where  he  sei^e.  [2167]  He  is  a.  foole 
)>at  distorble])  ^0  modere  for  to  wepe  in  ^e  de)>e  of  hii' 
childe .  til  sche  haue  wepped  hire  fil  as  for  certeine  time . 
[2168]  Than  schal  a  man  done  his  diligence  wi^ 
amyable  wordes.  hii^  to  recomford.  &  to  preier  hex*  of 
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here  wepeinge  for  to  stinte  [2169]  IT  For  whiche  resone  ]>ifl 
noble  prudence  suffurd  hii^  liusbond  for  to  wepe 
&  crie  for  a  certeine  space.  [2170]  IF  And  whan  scho 
saulie  hire  time  sche  seide  him  in  ])i8  wyse/./  Alas  my. 
lorde  quod  sche.  "whie  maake  3oiire  self  for  to  be  like  a 
fole.  [2 1 71]  IF  For  sothe  it  aperteigne^  not  to  a  wiseman. 
To  maak  suche  a  sorwe  [2172]  ^  Joure  doubter  wi^ 
])e  grace  of  god  schal  be  warissched  &  ascape  ||  [2 1 73]  And  al 
were  it  so  riht  nowe  sche  were  dede.  ^e  ouht 
not  as  for  hxte  depe  ^auie  self  to  destruye .  [2 1 74]  IF  Senec .  %  b«mo. 
8ci)>e .  ])e  Wiseman  schal  nouht  tak  to  grete  discomford  for 
fe  de]?e  of  his  childer.  [2175]  hot  certe  he  scholde 
Buffera  it  in  pacience.  As  wele  as  he  Abide]>  y  de^ 
of  his  owen  propre  parson. 

[2176]  IF  pia  MillibeuB  ausewarde  a-none  Sc  seide 
IT  What  man  quod  he  scholde  of  his  wepeinge  stinte  ])at 
ha^e  so  grete  a  cause  for  to  wepe.  [2177]  Ihem  criste 
owre  lorde  him  self  wepped  for  y  de]>  of  Lazarus  his 
frende  [2 1 78]  IF  Prudence  anseward  i  certez  wele  .1.  wote 
atempre  wepeinge  is  nouht  defended  vnto  him  f&t 
sorwful  is  a-monge  folk  of  sorwe .  Bot  it  is  ra]>er  gz-aunted 
him  to  wepe  [2179]  ^  ])e  Apostle  paule  vn  to  ]>e 
Bomaynes  write]>.  //  Man  schal  reioyse  wi^  hem  ^at  hem  ]yat 
maken  ioyef  &  wepe  wi^  suche  folke  as  wepen.  [2180] 
If  Bot  povihe  atempre  wepeinge  be  graunted  f  Outrageous 
wepeinge  certes  is  defended.  [2 181]  IT  Mesurable  wepeinge 
schold  be  considered  after  pe  lore  ^at  teche]^  vs  Senec 
[2182]  ^  Whan  pat  ^i  frende  is  ded  lat  nouht 
]>ine  yen  to  moiste  bien  of  teres  i  ne  to  muche  drye  IT  Al 
^ouhe  pe  teres  commen  of  ]nne  yen .  lat  hem  nouht  fallen 
[2 183]  IF  And  whan,  f  ou  bast  for-gone  Ji  frende  J.  rede  J)ou 
do  ]yi  diligence  to  gette  pe  a  nother.  And  )>is  is  more  wysere 
])an  to  wepe  for  ^i  frende  ^e  whiche  ]>at  pou  hast  lorne  f 
For  ])er  inne  is  no  boote  [2184]  IF  And  per£oTe  if  pe 
lust  to  goueme  ]>e  be  Sapience  Putte  awaie  sorwe  fro  }oure 
hert.  [2185]  Eemembre^  jowe  Jat.  Ihc«u  Sirak.  sai^ef 
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A  man  ]>at  is  ioyus  &  gladde  in  hertf  it  bim  con- 
seraej)  florischelDge  in  his  Age .  Bot  so^ly  Sorweful  hert 
Make)>  his  bones  diye  [2186]  IT  He  seijye  eke  fxiBi 
y&t  sorwe  in  hert.  sieepe  monj  a  man.  [2187]  8a- 
lamon  seipe  ]>at  riht  as  monhtes  in  fe  Bchepes  fles 
anoye])  to  pe  dopes  An  pQ  smale  wermes  on  pe  tree  vn 
to  pe  friiyte  f  Riht  so  anoy}«  sorwe  Tnto  pe  hert/./  [2188] 
Wherfore  we  ouht  as  wele  in  pe  depfe  of  onre  childeme  5  as 
in  pe  losse  of  oure  godes  tempeielf  IT  Haae  pacience. 

[2189]  Eemembre  jowe  vpdn  ^e  pacient  IT  lob. 
whan  he  hadde  lost  his  children  &  his  temp^rel  sab- 
stance.  And  in  his  *bodi  endured  &  suffred  mony  a 
greuons  temptacionz  f  3^^  seid  he  ^us.  [2190]  IT  Owre 
lords  quod  he  ^aue  it  me .  oure  lorde  ha]>  be-raft  it  me . 
Riht  so  as  oure  lorde  ha^  wolde  f  nht  so  be  it  done .  y- 
blissed  be  pe  name  of  oure  lorde  [2191]  IT  To  pia  afor 
fringes  Melibius  ansewerd  to  his  wif  Dame  prudence. 
Al  )>i  wordes  quad  he  bien  so]ye  &  per-io  pro- 
fitable. Bot  trewely  Min  hert  is  trobled  wi]y  p\s  sorwe 
so  greuously  psi  .L  note  what  to  done.  [2192]  V  Late  cal 
quod  prudence  piae  trewe  frendes  alf  &  ^in  lignage 
whiche  ]yat  bien  wise  f  telle  hem  ]>in  caas  &  herken  what 
^ei  seine  in  coriseilinge  f  And  jowe  goueme  pere  after  here 
sentence  /./  [2193]  Salomon  8ei|>e  If  worche  al  ^  J^inge 
be  counsel  f  &  ]k)u  schal  neuer  repent . 

[2194]  Than  be  pe  conseil  of  his  wif  dame  Prudence. 
Melibeus    lete    callen    a    grete    congregacione  of    folke 

[2195]   [ no  gap]  olde&^onge.  And 

B07nme  of  his  olde  ennemys  reco^siled  as  be  her  semblant 
in  to  his  loue  &  in  to  his  grace.  [2196]  And  ^r-wij»-al 
cam  Boinme  of  his  neihbours  )>at  dide  him 
reuerence  more  for  drede  ^an  for  loue  as  it  happe^ 
oft  [2197]  ^  pBxe  commeth  also  ful  mony  a  subtile  flatreres 
and  wise  aduocates  lemed  in  pe  lawe. 

[2198]  And  whan  piB  folk  togeder  assembled  were 
This  Mellibeus  in  sorwful  wise  schewde  hem  ]>is  cas. 
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[2199]  And  bj  ye  manere  of  speche  he  bare 
in  his  herte  a  cruel  ire  rede  to  do  venge- 
ance ypon  his  foos  f  //  And  sodanly  desired  ^at 
werre  schold  /  beginne  [2200]  IT  Bot  najieles  3it  axed  he 
coimseile  vpon  fia  mate[re]  [2201]  IT  A  Surgeane  /  be 
licence  /  &  assent  of  suche  as  were  wise  yp  rose  yn 
to  Melibevtf  &  seide  as  je  maie  here. 

[2202]  Sii'  quod,  he  as  to  TS  surgeans  apperteyne^ 
to  eu^ry  whight  ])e  best  ]>at  we  can  where  as  we 
be  wi]y-holde  &  to  oure  pacience  ]>at  we  do  no 
damage.  [2203]  Ther-for  it  happe|>  mony  time  &  oft. 
f&t  whan  tuo  men  ha^e  eueryche  wounded  o^ei^e  one 
same  surgean  hele)>  hem  bo]»e.  [2204]  Wherefor  ynto 
oure  arte  it  is  nouht  pertinent  i  to  nonsche  werre  ne  parties 
to  supporte  [2205]  Bot  certes  as  to  ^e  warissheinge  of 
^oure  douhtera  be  it .  so  |>at  sche  is  perilously . 
wounded .  we  shold  done  so  entenfull^r  be  signes  fro  dale  to 
nyht  ]>at  wi]>  |»e  grace  of  god  sche  schal  be  sounde  & 
hole  as  sone  as  it  is  possible  [2206]  ^  Al  men 
in  ye  same  wise  ansewarden  &.  fe  Phesiciens.  saue 
]>oi  seiden  a  fewe  wordes  more  [2207]  IT  That  riht 
as  Maladise  bene  heled  be  hire  contraries  /./  Kiht  so  schal 
men  warisshe  werre  be  vengeance  [2208]  his  neyh- 
hoiir  ful  of  envyef//  His  feyned  frendes  J>at  semed 
reconsiled.  his  flatrers  [2209]  maden  semblant  of 
wepeinge  empaired  &  engreged  muche  of  his  matiere 
in  preiseinge  gretely  /./  Melibeus  of  myht  of  pouere  of 
riches  &  of  frende.J;  Dispiseinge  pe  powere  of  his 
aduersaries.  [2210]  &  seiden  outerly  ]>at  he  anone 
scholde  wreken  him  on  his  ennemys  &  be-ginne  werre 

[221 1]  Yp  rose  yan  an  Aduocate  ]>at  was  wise  &  seide 
be  leue  &  be  counseile  of  o^r  pat  were  wise.  &  seide. 
[2212]  Lordeinges  pe  nedes  for  whiche  we  bene  assembled 
in  ]>is  place  is  a  ful  heuy  J^inge.  &  an  hihe  matiere 
[2213]  because  of  pe  wronge  &  of  ]>e  wikkenesse  ]>at 
ha^  be  done.  And  eke  be  resoil  of  pe  grete.  damage 
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in  tiine  comynge.  bien  possible  to  fal  for  fia  same 
cause.  [2214]  &  eke  'be  reson  of  )>e  grete  licbesse  & 
power  of  ^  parties  bo]>e.  [2215]  For  -whiche  lesoans 
it  were  a  grete  perile  for  to  erren  in  fiB  matiere  [2216] 
IT  Where-fore  Milebeus  yi&  is  onre  sentence  f  We  counsel 
jowe  a-bone  al  ]yinges  y&i  riht  anone  ^ou  do  J^i 
diligence  in  kepeinge  of  )>i  propre  persone  in  sucbe  [a 
wise]  ]>at  ]yoa  ne  wante  none  aspie .  ne  to  wache  )>ine  bodie 
for  to  saue.  [2217]  ^  And  after  fai  we  connseUe  ^at  fon 
setten  in  |>ine  boos  sufficeant  garaysofi  so  >at  fei  male 
^i  body  also  wele  as  )>ine  boas  defende .  [2  2 1 8]  IT  Botte  certes 
for  to  meye  werre  ne  sodanly  to  done  vengeance 
we  maie  noubt  deme  in  so  litel  time  ]»t  it  were  profit- 
able. [2219]  wherefore  we  Axen  leyser  &  space  to  haue 
deliberacion  in  pia  caas  to  deme  [2220]  ^  Por  pe  comnne 
prouerbe  sei^  pus  IT  He  )>at  sone  deme]^  sone  schal 
repent  [222 1]  IT  And  eke  men  seine  pxis  ^  That  ilke  Ingge  is 
wise  ]>at  sone  vnderstonde^  a  matierf  &  luge^  b[y] 
leysei*  [2222]  IT  For  al-be-it  so  f  )>at  a  tariinge  be  a-noyeful . 
Algates  it  is  not  to  reproue  in  jeueinge  of  luggement  ne  in 
vengeance  takeinge.  whan  it  is  suffisant  &  resonablef 
[2223]  IF  And  ]>at  schwde  oure  lorde  ihe^u  cnste  be  en- 
sample  .  For  whan  ]>at  womman  was  taken  in 
aduoutre  &  was  browhte  in  his  presence  to  knowe  what 
schal  be  done  wi)>  hire  p^rsone  IF  Albeit  so  ]7at  he  wist 
wele  him  selfe  what  ]>at  he  wold  onseweje .  ^ete  ne  wolde  he 
ansewere  sodanly  hot  he  wold  haue  deliberacione .  And 
in  pe  grounde  he  wrote  twyes.  [2224]  And  be  ]>is 
cause  we  axen  deliberacione.  And  we  schal  fajOL  by 
pQ  grace  of  god  counseile  pe  ]k)  )>inges  ^at  schallen  be 
profitable 

[2225]  vp  stert  )>an  ]>e  ^onge  folks  att  ones 
And  pe  most  partie  of  |>at  cofnpaignie  ha^  scorned  pin  olde 
wise  man.  &  begonnen  to  maken  noyce  &  seiden 
[2226]  liht  so  IF  Al  ]>e  whOe  pat  Iren  is  bote  men  schold 
smyte.  Eiht  so  men  scholde  wreken  here  wronges  whiles 
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y&i  fei  bno  frische  &  newe  If  And  vrip  loude  voice  pel 
criden .  werre .  werre . 

[2227]  Vprose  one  of  )>e  olde  wise .  & 
Ynf  his  honde  he  maade  a  countenance  pat  pel  schold 
holde  hem  stil  f  and  ^euen  hem  audience  [2228] 
If  lordeinge  quod,  he  pere  is  ful  mony  a  man  ^at 
criej>  werrc.  weirc.  J>at  woote  ful  lytel  what  J>at  werrc 
amounte])  //  [2229]  Werre  att  his  beginynge  haj  so  grete 
an  entringe  &  so  large  f  J>at  enerj  wight  maie  entreii 
whan  him  likef  And  lyhtly  finde  werre.  [2230]  Bot 
certes  to  whatt  ende  J>at  schal  fere-of  be-falf  it  is  note 
lyhtly  to  knowe  [2231]  IF  Whan  Jat  werre  is  ones 
begonne .  pet  is  ful  mony  a  childe  ynborne  of  his  moder 
psi  schal  sterue  ^onge  be  cause  of  pUke  werre .  0|>ere  elles 
leue  in  sorwe  &  deye  in  wrechednesse ,  [2232]  ^  And 
fere-fore  or  ■  Jat  any  werre  be-ginne  men  most  haue 
grete  conseile  &  goode  deliberacion .  [2233]  IT  And  whan 
pia  olde  man  wende  to  enforcen  his  tale  be  resoufl. 
welnyhe  al  att  ones  bygonne  for  to  rise  to  breken  his 
tale.  &  biden  him  ful  oft  of  his  wordes  to  abrigge  //. 
[2234]  For  8oJ>ely  he  fat  prcchef  to  hem  fat  lust 
nouht  his  woides  ne  his  sermon  hem  he  anoyef .  [2235] 
For  lihesus  Sirak  seife.  That  Musike  in  wepeinge  is 
anoyus  f  inge .  Thus  muche  it  is  to  seine  As  much  anoyef  to 
spek  to-fome  folke  to  wiche  his  speche  annoyef  as  Mt  is 
for  to  singen  be-fome  him  fat  wepef .  [2236]  IT  And  whan  f  is 
Wiseman  sawhe  fat  him  wanted  audience  al  schamfast 
he  sett  him  doune  a-jeine  [2237]  For  Salomon  seife  fere 
as  fu  mai  haue  none  audience  enforce  fe  nouht 
to  speke.  [2238]  I.  see  wele  quod  fis  wiseman  fat  fe 
comen  prouerbe  is  sofef  fat  good  coimseile  wantef 
whan  it  is  most  nede. 

[2239]  IT  3itte  hadde  fis  Melebeus  in  his  conseUe  many 
folke  fat  [  ...  no  gap"]  conseilled  him  pnue  f  inge . 
An  counseld  him  f  e  contrarie  in  general  audience . 

[2240]   Whan    mellibeus    hadde   herde    fe    grettest 
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partie  of  Hs  coimseile  were  accorded  )>at  he  scliold  make 
wene .  A-none  he  consentid  to  here  counseljDge .  And  fall 
affermed  to  he[re]  sentence  [2241]  %  Than  dame  Prudence 
sanhe  howe  ]»t  hire  hoshand  schope  hime 
for  to  wreke  him  on  his  foosf  &  to  he-ginne  werre  Sche 
in  foH  hnmble  wise  whan  sche  sauhe  hire  time  Saide 
him  in  fia  wordes  [2242]  %  Mi  lorde  quod  sche  .1.  ^owe 
beseche  as  hertlj  as  .L  dar  &  can  /  ne  haste  jowe  noaht  to 
fast  And  Afore  al  guerdouns  3eaef  me  audience. 
[2243]  For  Pers  Amphofis  sai^e  .0.  who  so  do)>e  fe 
goode  o^er  harme  haste  ^e  nouht  to  qwjten  it.  For 
in  pia  wise  pi  firende  wil  abide  And  ^ine  ennemj  schal 
pe  langere.leue  in  drede  f  [2244]  The  prouerbe  sei^e  pei  he 
hasiepQ  him  wele  ]7atte  wele  can  abide .  And  in  wikked  hast 
is  no  profite . 

[2245]  '^^  Melibe  ansewerd  to  his  wjf  prudence  5 
L  pt^rpos  nouht  qtiod  he  to  wirke  be  )>i  counseile  fifor 
monj  causes  &  resonsf  For  certes  euerj  wight  wold 
hold  me  pan  a  foolef  [2246]  IF  This  is  for  Booihe,  If  .7. 
for  J)in  counsellynge  wolde  chaunge  )>inges  pat  buen 
ordeined  &  affermed  be  so  mony  a  wysef  [2247]  Sec- 
imdly  .1.  sale  ])at  al  wemmen  bien  pikke  &  none 
H  BdonMB  goode  of  hem  alle .  ffor  of  a .  ])ousand  men  as  aeipe  Salomon 
.L  fonde  0  good  man  hot  certes  of  sHe  wemmen 
fonde  .1.  neuere  good  womman  [2248]  IF  And  Also  certes  if 
.1.  gouemed  me  be  )»i  counseile  it  schold  seme  ^at  .1.  hadde 
.y.-jif  to  |>e  ouer  me  pe  maistre.  And  god  forbede  J^at 
it  so  were  [2249]  ^  -^^^  Ihesus  Sirake.  sei)»e.  If  pe 
wif  ha)»e  pe  maistre  sche  is  contrarius  to  hir  husbonde . 
[2250]  IT  And  Salomon.  sei]>e.  neuere  in  ^i  lif .  to  ]»! 
wif  ne  to  ])i  childe  ne  to  ))i  &ende  ne  ^eue  none  powers 
oner  ])ine  selfe  f  For  better  it  were  ))at  )»ine  childern  asken 
of  ])ine  persone  ^inges  ]yat  hem  nede^ .  ^an  pon 
])i  self  in  ^e  handes  of  )>ine  childeme .  [2251]  And  also  if  .L 
wil  worche  be  )>i  conseillynge .  Certes  my  conseil 
most  som  time  be  secre  tU  it  wer  time  ])at  it  must  ba 
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knowef  And  fia  ne  may  nonht  ho  dof  [2252.  For  it  is 
-written,  '  pe  langlerye  of  wemmen  can  hide  [only]  J^inges 
J)at  ]>ei  wote  nought'  [2253]  FnithennoFe,  the  philo- 
sopher saithy '  in  wiked  counsel,  wemmen  venquysej^  men ; ' 
and  for  these  reasons  I  ought  not  to  make  use  of  thy 
counseL  {See  Prudences  answere  to  Reasons  4^5,  hdow,)] 
[2254]  If  Whan  dam  pruden  ful  debonarly  & 
[with]  al  pacience  hadde  herd  al  ]>at  hira  husbond 
lyked  for  to  seye ./  Than  axe  sche  of  him  licence  for  to 
speke .  And  seide  in  \i\a  wise .  [2255]  Mi  lorde  quod  sche  f 
as  to  30ure  first  reson  it  male  lyhtly  bne 
ansewerd.  fibr  .1.  seie.  it  ne  is  folye  to  chaunge 
counseil.  whan  ]>e  ]>inge  is  chaungede  or  elles  whan 
^e  ]yinge  seme]>  oj^erewise  ]>an  it  semed  a-fome 
[2256]  And  more  ouere  .1.  saie.  ]>eihe  ]>at  30  haue 
swome  &  behi^t  to  perfoime  joure  empnse.  [and 
natheless  ye  weyve  to  performe  that  same  emprise] 
Be  Juste  cause  men  schold  nouht  seine  ]>6refore  ])at  30  were 
a  lyerd  ne  for-swome  [2257]  IT  £for  ))e  booke  sei)»e  ^at  ^e 
wise  man  make^  no  leseinge  when  he  tome^  his  corage  to 
^e  bettere  [2258]  IT  An  if  it  so  be  )>at  '30ure  empnse  be 
establisshet  &  ordeined  be  grete  multitude  of  folke  3it 
^arre  ])e  nouht  accompHse  )>ilke  ordinance  hot  3owe  like])  f 
[2259]  IT  For  ^e  treu^e  of  ]>inges  &  )>e  profit  bene 
rather  y-founde  in  fewe  folke  J^at  bien  wise  and  ful  of 
resoune  ])an  be  grete  multitude  of  folke  )>ere  euery  man 
crie]>  &  clatere]>  what  hem  like)>  f  Suche 
multitude  is  nouht  honest.  [2260]  And  as  to  ]>e  secund 
reson.  Where  as  3e  seine  ^at  al  wemmen  bene  wikke. 
saue  3our0  grace  f  for  certes  30  dispisen  al  wemmen  in  \i\A 
wise .  And  he  |>at  aH  despise]^ .  all  ^inge  him  despise))  as  8ci])e 
))e  boke.//  [2261]  And  Seneca,  seijie  who  ]>at  woH  haue 
sapience  schafi  no  man  despise .  Bot  he  schal  gladly  teche  ^ 
science  ))at  .1.  kan.  wi]>-oute  presumpciofi  or  pnde. 
[2262]  And  suche  |)inges  as  nou3  can  he 
schal  not  be  ascamed  to  leren  hem  f  &  to  enqueren  of  lesse 
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folke  ysLU  of  him  self  f  [2263]  And  sire  fat  yare  ha^ 
hue  many  a  goode  womman  male  lihtlj  be  prmied 
[2264]  If  Certes  sire  oure  lorde  ihera.  crist  nold 
neuare  haue  descended  to  be  borne  of  womman  if  al 
wemmen  badde  be  wikke.  [2265]  And  after  ]>at  for 
^  grete  bounte  ))at  is  in  wemmen  onre  lorde  ihesw 
wban  lie  was  resen  fro  defe  to  Ijf  f  be  appered  ra])er  to 
wemmen  J^an  be  dide  to  bis  aposteles  [2266]  And  ^oube 
]>at  Salomon  sei]> .  be  ne  fonde  nener  womman 
goode.  It  fonlowe^  noubt  ^re-fore  ^t  al  wemmen  \ye 
wikke  [2267]  IT  For  fouhe  ]>at  be  no  fonde  no  good 
womman.  Certes  monj  a  nofer  man  ba]>  founden 
many  a  womman  ful  goode  &  trewe.  [2268]  Or  elles 
perauenture  ^e  entente  of  Salomon  was  ])us  i  Tbat  as  in 
souereine  bounte  be  fonde  no  womman  [2269]  If  ph  is  to 
seie  fsit  pere  is  no  wigbt  ]>at  hsLpe  parfite  bonnte 
sane  god  alone  1  as  be  bim  self  recorded  in  bis  euaun- 
gebstef  [2270]  ffor  pere  ne  is  no  creture  )>at  him 
ne  wante))  sumwbat  of  pe  parfecczon  of  god  ]>at  is  bis 
makei'  [2271]  IT  The  ))red  reson  is  pia  ^  je  seie  ]»at  if 
je  gouem  ^one  be  my  counsel  f  it  scbolde  seme  J)at  ^e 
badde  ^ene  to  me  pe  maistre .  &  pe  lordeschipe  of  ^oiire 
parsonef  [2272]  Siref  saue  ^oure  grace  it  is  noubt  so  IF  For 
if  so  were  ^at  noman  scbolde  be  conseiled  bot  only 
of  hem  ^at  badd  lordescbip  &  Meistre  of  bis  persofi . 
Men  nold  noujt  be  counceilled  so  oft.  [2273]  ^^^  eopelj 
pUke  man  pgX  axe]>  coimsel  of  a  purposf  jit  ba^e 
frewiti  wefer  be  wil  do  after  J>at  counseil  or 
nof  [2274]  IF  And  as  to  joure  fer)>e  reson.  pere  as  je 
seine  pBt  pe  langlerye  of  wemmen  can  bide  )»inges  ])at 
)>ei  wote  noubt .  As  who  seij^e  i  ]>at  a  womman  kan  nouht 
bide  ))at  sche  wotef  [2275]  sire  pes  wordes  buen  vnder- 
stonde  of  wemmen  pat  bien  langlers  &  wikkedf 
[2276]  of  wbiche  wemmen  Men  seine  ]>at  pre  )>inges 
driue]?  a  man  oute  of  his  bouse  IF  ^at  is  to  seie .  Smoke . 
dropeinge  of  Reine  ?  &  wikked  wyues,   [2277"!  IT  And 
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of  suche  wemmen  8ei))0  Salomon .  ^at  him  were  better  duelle 
in  desert.  ))an  wi]y  a  womman  )>at  is  reyetous.  [2278]  And 
sire  be  joure  leue  ^at  am  nonht  .1.  [2279]  For  je  haue  ful 
oft  assaide  my  grete  silence  &  my  grete  pacience.  And 
eke  ho  we  wele  ))at  .1.  can  hide .  &  hele  ])iuges  ^at 
men  ouhten  sekerly  to  hidenf  [2280]  ^  And  for^e  as  to 
joure  fift  resonef  wher  as  36  seie  pat  in  wiked  coun- 
sel wewmen  venquysej)  menf  Gode  wote  filke  'reson 
stonde^  here  in  no  stede  f  [2281]  IF  For  vnder-stondef  no  we 
30  ax  conseil  for  to  do  wikkednesse .  [2282]  And  if  3e  wil 
wirke  wikkenessef  &  30iire  wife  restreyne^  ])ilke 
wikked  purposf  And  ouere-comme  30 we  be  reson  &  be 
goode  counsel.  [2283]  Certes  3owe  wif  ouht  rafei*  to  be 
preised  J>an  to  be  blamed .  [2284]  This  schold  36  vnder- 
stande  pe  Philosofre  ])at  sai^e.  In  wikked  conseile 
we7nmen  venquisched  her  husbondes.  [2285]  And  fere 
as  3e  blame  al  wemmen  Sc  here  resons  .1.  schal  schew 
30ue  be  monye  ensamples  )>at  mony  we?72men  han 
bien  ful  goode  &  3ut  buen .  IF  An  here  consel  holsome 
&  profitable  [2286]  eke:  Sommen  haue  seid  ])at 
cozinselinge  of  we77imen  es  cij^er  to  dere  or  elles  to 
lite  of  pnse  [2287]  IF  Bot  al  be  it  so  fat  ful  mony  a 
womman  is  badde.  &  hire  consel  vile  &  not  wor)>e. 
3it  ha])e  men  founden  mony  a  goode  womman .  &  ful 
discrete  &  wise  in  counselinge.  [2288]  IF  Lo  lacob  )K>ruhe 
pe  good  counsel  of  his  modei'  Eebec  /./  whan  he  hadde .  f  e 
benyson  of  his  fader .  &  fe  lordschip  ouere  al  his  brewer . 
[2289]  IF  ludif  e  ))oruhe  hire  goode  counsel  deliuerd  pe  Cite 
of  BufhUie  in  whiche  sche  duelte  oute  of  pe  hande  of 
Olifernce  p&t  hit  besegedf  &  wolde  haue  al  destruyed 
it.  [2290]  IF  Abegayle  deliuer  Nabal  hire  husbonde  fro 
dauid  ])e  kinge  fat  wold  haue  sleyne  him  Ss  apesed 
fe  ire  of  ]>e  kinge  be  hire  witte  &  be  hire  good  counseil- 
inge.  [2291]  Ester  be  hire  counseile  enchauncede 
gi-etlye  J)e  peple  of  god  in  fe  reigne  of  Assur 
[2292]  IF  And  fe  same  bounte  in  goode  conselingo  of 
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monj  wemmen  mai  men  tell  [2293]  If  And  for^re  more 
whan  ])at  owie  lorde  hadde  created  Adam  oure  forme  fiEulere. 
lie  seide  in  pia  vise  [2294]  it  is  nouht  good  to  bue  a 
man  alone  Maake  we  an  helpere  eemblable  to  him 
selff  [2295]  Here  maie  30  see  ])at  if  )>at  wemmen 
were  nouht  goode  &  here  connseile  goode  Ss  profitable  5 
[2296]  onre  lorde  god  of  heneu  ne  wold  ney^r  haue  wronht 

hem  ne  called  hem  pe  helper  of  man .     [ 

.  .]  [2297]  IT  And  pere  seide  ones  a  clerk  in  tuo  vers. 
What  is  better  paa  golde.  lasperf  what  is  bett^  pSLU 
lasper.  wisdome.  [2298]  And  what  is  better  pan  wisdome 
Woi?mian  /./  And  whatt  is  bester  )>an  womman.  ]yat  is  a  good 
womman .  no^inge .  [2299]  IT  And  sire  be  monye  of  o^ere 
lesons  may  je  seen  pat  mony  wemmen  ben  goode. 
&  eke  here  conseile  goode  &  profitable  also  [2300]  If  And 
perioi  sire  if  ^e  wil  trust  vnto  mi  counsel  .L  schal  restore 
joure  doubter  hole  &  sounde.  [2301]  and  eke  ]>at  .1.  wil  done 
to  ^owe  so  muche  ))at  ^e  schal  haue  honoure  in  |>]s  caas 

[2302]  IT  whan  Melibe  hadde  herde  pe  wordes  of  his 
wif  Prudence,  he  seide  pusi  [2303]  That  pe 
wordes  of  Salomon  is  so))e  f  for  he  aeipe  pot  pe  wordes  ^at 
buen  spoken  discretelye  be  ordinance  bien  honye  combes  f 
For  ]>ci  ^eue  swetnesse  to  )»e  soule  &  holesomenesse 
to  Je  bodyef  [2304]  And  wif  be  cause  of  fi  ewote 
wordes  &  eke  for  .1.  haue  prouede  &  assaide  )»i  grete 
sapience  &  ^i  grete  trew])e  .L  wil  goueme  me  be  ])i 
consel  in  al  ^inge 

[2305]  IT  Nowe .  sire  quod  Dam  Prudence  &  sejien  je 
vouche  sauf  to  be  gouemde  be  my  counsel  .1.  wil  en- 
forme  30we  how  J^at  ^e  schal  goueme  joure  selue  In  cheseinge 
of  joure  counselours .  [2306]  If  ^e  schol  first  forme  al  jouie 
werkes  mekely .  besecheinge  to  pe  hihe  gode  ^at  he  wolde 
be  joure.  ^consellowr.  [2307]  And  schape^  jowe  to  suche 
ente?/t  ])at  he  jeue  jowe  consel  &  comfoi-te  as  taulit 
Thobe  to  his  sofi  [2308]  Att  aH  times  )>ou  schalt  blisse 

LANSDOWNR   600   (6-T.  21l)       [»  totfies,  bwjk] 


SIX-TEXT   212 

OBOUP  B.  §  10.  ifELiBEu&  Lajiidowne  K8. 

god  &  pFei  him  to  dressen  )>iiie  weies .  And  loke  also  ]»at 
^i  coonsele  ben  in  him  for  euermoFe.  [3309]  IT  Seint 
lame  sei^e  if  any  of  ^owe  haue  nede  of  sapiens  aske 
it  of  god  [2310]  If  And  afterward  ]>an  scholne  ^e  take 
counsel  in  ^onre  self  And  examine  wele  joure  owen  wittes  of 
suche  ]»inges  as  ^owe  ^nke^  ^at  is  heste  for  30ure  profit 
[23 11]  IT  And  pan  schal  je  drine  fro  jonre  hert 
]>enge6  ]>at  bene  contrarions  to  good  cons^.  [2312] 
^at  is  to  so  seie .  Ire .  couetise .  &  hastenesse . 

[2313]  IT  First  he  ]yat  aske)»  counsel  of  him  self  certes 

he  most  be  wi]>-outen  ire    [ [2314] 

no  gap  in  the  M8.']  &  wrathe  in 

hifliHself  f  He  vrenef  al  waie  ))at  he  maie  do  ^inge  pat  he 
maie  nouht  dof  [2315]  And  secundlj  he  ^at  is  yrous 
&  wro^  he  may  nouht  wel  [    .     .    .     [2316]     .    .    . 

no  gap  in  the  M8.]   cotmsel  [2317]  IT  ^e 

)»redd6  is  yisi  y&i  he  pat  is  Irons  &  wro^  as  seij^e 
Sen6c  ne  maie  noi^t  speke  bot  blame-ful  ^inges.  [2318] 
And  wi^  pUke  vicious  wordesf  he  stire]»  opere  folke  to 
angur.  &  to  Ire.  [2319]  IT  And  eke  sir  ^owe  most  drede 
couetise  &  put  it  oute  of  3our0  hert .  [2320]  IT  For  pe  Apostel 
seijief  ^t  Couetise  is  pe  rote  of  al  haimes  [2321]  IT  And 
trusted  riht  wele  )>at  a  couetouse  man  can  noi^t  deme  ne 
)>inke  bot  only  to  fulfil  pe  ende  of  his  couetise  f  [2322]  And 
certes  ))at  mai  neuer  be  acomplised  IT  For  eu^r 
pe  mo  abundance  ]>at  he  ha^  of  riches  pe  more 
he  desirej) .  [2323]  If  And  sir  ^oue  most  also  driue  oute 
of  30ure  herte  hastifiiesse  [2324]  For  certes  )e  maie 
not  deme  for  30  beet  A  sodan  poxibt  pat  faJlep  in 
joure  herte  Bot  30W  mot  ayise  on  it  ful  ofb.  [2325] 
For  as  3e  haue  herde  her^-be-fome  5  pe  commune  prouerbe 
is  ^is .  That  he  pBt  son  deme  sone  repente]» . 

[2326]  If  Sire  3e  be  not  alweie  in  like  disposicione . 
[2327]  For  certes  some  ^ge  ^t  some  time  seme^  to 
3owe     goode     for    to     dof     Ano])er    time    it    seme^ 

to  30We  be  COntrarie  iAgr«atbUi9noK9miUttdi»Ltuudomm^ 
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[MB  B«g.  17  D  [2328]  [Whan  ye  han  taken  counseil  vnto  youie  self*  and 

'*  han  demed  bi  goode  deliberacioun)  suche  thyng*  as  yow 

semyth  best*  [2329]  than  rede  I  yow  that  ye.  kepe  it 
secre  [2330]  bewry  youre  coxmseil  to  no  persone . 
but*  if*  so  be  that*  ye  -wene  sikerly  that*  thaigh  yowre 
be-wreyeng*  yoor  condicion)  shalbe  to  youre  more 
profitable  [2331]  £for  Jhesus  Syrak*  seytli  neyther  to  thy 
f 00  ne  to  thy  Mendl  discooere  nat*  thi  secree  ne  tM  folye 
[2332]  for  they  wil  yeye  the  audience  and  lokyng*  and 
supportacioun  in  thi  presence  and  scorn  in  thy 
absence  [2333]  Another  clerk*  seytli  that*  scaisly  thow  shalt* 
fynde  any  persone  that*  may  kepe  thy  counsaile  secretly 
[2334]  The  booke  seytti  while  that*  thow  kepest*  thy  coun- 
seil in  thyn  hert*  thow  kepist*  it*  in  thy  prison  [2335]  and 
when  thow  bewryest*  thy  counseil  to  any  wight*  he  holditb 
the  in  his  snare  [2336]  And  therfor  yow  is  better  to 
hide  youre  counseile  in  yowre  hert*  than  pray  hym  to 
whom  ye  hare  bewreyed  youre  counseil  that*  he  wil  kepe 
it*  close  and  stille  [2337]  ffor  Senek*  seytli  if*  so  be 
that*  thow  ne  maysf  thyn  owne  counseil  hide  /  how 
darstow  pray  any  other  wight*  thy  counseil  secretely  to 
kepe  /  [2338]  But*  natheles  if*  thow  wene  sikerly  that' 
thy  bewreyeng*  of*  thi  counseil  to  a  persone  wil  make  thy 
condicion  to  stands  in  the  better  plite  than  shalt*  thow 
telle  hym  thy  counseyl  in  this  wise  [2339]  ffirst*  thow 
shalt*  make  no  semblaunf  whether  the  were  leuere  pee  than 
werre  or  this  or  that*  ne  shewe  hym  nat*  thy  wil  and 
thyn  entent*.  [2340]  for  trust*  wele  that*  comunely  thise 
counsellours  bien  flaterers  [2341]  namely  the  counseillours 
of*  grete  lordes  [2342]  for  they  enforcen  hem  alwey 
rather  to  speke  plesaunt*  wordis  endyneng*  to  the  lord  his 
lust*,  than  wordis  that*  bien  trewe  or  profitable  [2343]  and 
therfor  men  ^  seyn  that*  the  riche  man  hat£  sielde  goode  coun> 
sell .  but*  if*  he  have  it*  of*  hym  self*  [2344]  and  after  that* 
tKow  shalt*  considre  thy  friendis  and  thyn  enemyes 
[2345]  And  as  towchyng*  thy  friendis  thow  shalt*  con- 
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sidre  whicKe   of<   hem   bien   mosf  feythful   and   mosi^      [|DB«fO 
wise  and  most*  eldest*  and  most*  approved  in  coonseillyng* 
[2346]  and  of*  hem  shalf  thow  axe  thi  counseil  as  the 
caas  lequirith 

[2347]  I  sey  thaf  first*  ye  shul  depe  to  yowie  coun- 
seil yowre  fiiendis  thaf  bien  triewe  [2348]  ffor  Sakmon 
sait£  for  right*  as  the  hert*  of*  man  delitith  in  savour 
that*  is  swete  right*  so  the  counseil  of*  thy-Mendis 
yevit£  swet*nesse  to  the  soule  [2349]  he  seyth  also  ther 
may  nothyng*  be  lykned  to  the  true  Mende  [2350]  ffor 
certes  goldl  ne  sUner  be  nat*  so  moche  worth,  as  the 
goods  wille  of*  a  triewe  Mend  [2351]  And  he  seyth 
that*  a  triewe  friend  is  a  strongs  defence  who  so  that* 
it*  fynditb  certis  he  fyndith  a  grete  tresour 
[2352]  than  shul  ye  eke  considre  if*  that*  yowre 
triewe  Mendis  bien  discrete  and  wise  for  the  booke 
seyth  aske  alwey  thy  counseil  of*  hem  that*  bien  wise 
[2353]  And  be  this  same  reason  ye  mow  clepe  to  youre 
counseil  of*  yowre  fiiendis  that*  bien  of*  age  [^»  assez 
ont  -aeu]  and  bien  expert*  in  many  thynges  and  han  ben 
approved  in  counseillynges  [2354]  ffor  the  booke  seyth 
in  old  men  is  al  the  sapience  and  in  long*  tyme 
the  prudence  [2355]  As  Tullius  seyth  that*  grete 
thynges  ne  be  naf  acompliced  bi  strength  ne  be  delyuer- 
nesse  of*  body .  but*  by  goode  counseile  and  bi  auctorite 
of*  persones  and  bi  science  The  whiche  .iij.  thynges  ne 
be  naf  fiebled  bi  age  buf  certes  they  enforcen  and  en- 
cresen  day  bi  day  [2356]  And  than  shul  ye  kepe 
this  for  a  general  rewle  ffirsf  ye  shul  clepe  to  your 
counseil  a  fewe  of*  youre  fiiendis  thaf  bien  especial 
[2357]  ffor  Salamon  saith  many  friendis  have  thow. 
buf  among*  a  M^  chese  the  oon  in  especial  to  be  thy  coun- 
seillottr  [2358]  for  albe  if  so  thaf  thow  firsf  ne  telle  thy 
counseil):  buf  to  a  fewe  thow  maysf  after-warde  tel  if  to 
mo  folk*  if*  if  be  nede  [2359]  buf  loke  alwey  thaf  thy 
counseillottrs  have  thylk*  .iij.  condicions  thaf  I  have  soyde 
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casB«g.i7Di8^   before,   that*  is  to  eej  that*  they  be  triewe  wise  and 

old  expmence  [2360]  and  werk*  naf  alwej  in  en^ry 
nede  be  00  counseillottr  alone  for  somtyme  behoyitK 
if  to  be  connseiled  be  many  [2361]  £for  Salamon  seytH 
saluacion)   of*   thynges    is  where   as    there    bien    many 

^^fg2  connseillottrsj 

[LuiadMnw  u,  [2362]  IT  Now  haue  .1.  tolde  jowe  of  whiche  folke 

<miet^96,     «j   ^^  scholde  be  counseled  Howe  wil  .1.  teche  jowe  whiche 

connsdS  je  owe  to  eschewe  [2363]  IT  fiSist  }e  scholne  eschewe 
^e  cottnseillinge  of  foles.  Salomon  sei^f  T&kef  no  coun- 
sell'  of  no  foole  for  he  wil  counsel  bot  after  his 
owen  lust  and  his  affeccionsf  [2364]  IT  The  booke  sei^ 
)»at  ^  prcTperte  of  a  foole  is  ^is.  He  troue^  lyhtly 
harme  of  eu^fy  whightf  Ss  lyhtly  troue^  a  bounte  in 
him  self  [2365]  IT  Thou  schalt  eke  eschewe  ]ye  cotmseileinge 
of  al  flaterers  whiche  enforcen  hem  rafes  to  prsyBen 
joure  persons  by  fiatiy  ^an  for  to  tel  30W  ^  aofe- 
fastnesse  of  )>e  ^inge . 

[2366]  Wherefore  tullius.  sei^e  Amonge  al  ^e 
pestelence  ))at  ben  in  frenschip  ye  grettest  '>  is 
flaterief  And  )>er-fore  is  it  more  nede  fai  )»oue  eschewe 
&  drede  flatrers  ^an  any  o^r  peple.  [2367]  The 
boke  8ei])e  ^ou  schalt  ra^r  [drede  and]  fle  fro  ]ns 
swete  wordes  of  flateiinge  &  preiseinge  )>at  from  fe  egre 
wordes  of  ^ine  frende  J^at  8ei)>e  }>e  pi  so]>esf  [2368] 
Salomon,  seij^ef  The  wordes  of  a  flaterer  is  a  snare 
to  cache  innocence.  [2369]  IT  He  eeife  alsof  He 
)»at  speke^  to  his  frendes  wordes  of  swettneasef  &  al 
plesancef  sette^  a  nette  to  for  his  fete  to  cache  him  5 
[3370]  And  ^^refor  tullius  seipQ  Enclyne  noujt  ^e 
eres  to  flatere[r]s  ne  take  no  counsel  of  wordes  of 
flaterye  f  [2371]  And  Caton  *  Avise  fe  wele  & 
eschewe  fe  wordes  of  ^swetenesse  &  of  plesancel 
[2372]  V  And  eke  ))ou  schalt  eschewe  pe  counsellinge  of 
^ine  olde  enm3rs  ]yat  be  reconsiled  [2373]  IT  The 
boke    sei^e    ))at    no    whiht   retome}>     safly  in    to    |>e 
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grace  of  his  olde  emnye.  [2374]  And.  leope.  seife.  Ne 
imat  nouht  to  hem  to  whiche  some  time  ^ou  hast  hadd  werre 
or  enemetef  ne  teti  hem  nouht  ^ine  counseH.  [2375]  IT  And 
Senec  teUef  ]>e  cause  whif  It  maie  nouht  be  aeip  he 
])at  where  longe  time  fire  ha])e  endured  pst 
fere  dwellej  som  tyme  vapoure  of  hetef  [2376]  IT  And 
ferefoT  8ei]>  Salomon .  In  ]>ine  olde  foo  truste  ])ou  neuera » 
[2377]  ffor  sekerlj  ]>ouhe  J^ine  enmye  be  reconsilede 
&  make]>  ])e  perQ  of  humjlite  &  loute]^  to  pe 
wi])  his  hede  ne  trust  him  neuere.  [2378]  ffor  certes 
he  makef  ]>ilke  feyned  humylite  more  for  his  profit 
]yan  for  any  humylite .  or  for  any  loue  of  J^in  persone  [     . 

no  gap]  be  suche  feyned 

countenance.  The  whiche  victorie.  he  myht  haue  be 
stpif  of  werre .  [2379]  IT  And  Peter  alfons  seijje  Maake  no 
felaweschepe  wi]>  fine  olde  enmys  f  ffor  if  ]k>u  done  hem 
bounte  fei  willen  peruerten  it  to  wikkednesaef 
[2380]  IT  And  eke  fou  most  eschiewe  fe  counselinge  of 
fine  seruant)  fat  beren  fe  grete  reuerencef  ffor 
parauenture  fei  seine  it  more  for  drede  fan  for  loue 
[2381]  And  ferfore  seife  a  philosofer  in  fis 
wise .  Ther  is  no  wyght  parfitly  trewe  to  hime  fat  he  to 
sore  dredeff  [2382]  And  TuUius  seife  There  is  no 
wight  so  grete  of  any  emperourej  fat  longe  maie  endure 
bot  if  he  haue  loue  of  f  e  peple  Ss  drede 
[2383]  V  fou  schalt  eschewe  also  fe  counselinge  of  folke 
fat  bien  dronkenlewe  for  fei  ne  can  no  counseH  hide. 
[2384]  Salomon,  seife.  fere  nys  no  pnuete  fere  as  regnef 
drunkennesse  [2385]  V  je  scholne  haue  also  in  suspecte 
to  fe  counselinge  of  suche  folke  as  counsel  30we  a  f inge 
pnuely  &  counsel  jowe  a  thinge  fat  is  contrarye  openly 
[2386]  V  ffor  Cassidorie .  seife  fat  it  is  a  maner  sleihte  to 
hindren  his  enmye  whan  he  schewef  to  done  a  f  inge  openlye 
&  wiikef  pnuely  fe  controrie.  [2387]  IT  fou  schalt  haue 
also  in  f  i  suspecte  f  e  counselinge  of  wikked  folke  [  .  . 
no  gap]  fat  is  alweie  ful 
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of  fraude  f  [2388]  And  Dauid  seife  fat  blisful  is  )>e  man 
pat  hsLpQ  noulit  foulowed  J>e  counse[l]  of  schrewes .  [2389] 
IT  Tho  schalt  also  eschewe  pe  coiinselinge  of  jonge  folke  5 
£for  here  coiinselinge  is  noulit  ripe  as  Salomon  seipe 

[2  390]  If  Nowe  sire  sevens  .1.  haue  schewde  30ue  of  wliiclie 
folke  36  scholne  take  counseile  &  of  whiche  folke  30  schollen 
folowe  pe  counsett  [2391]  IT  Now  wil  .L  techeche  howe  je 
scholne  examyne  joure  counsele  after  pe  doctrine  of  tnllius 
[2392]  IT  In  pe  examenynge  pan  of  ^oure  conselonre 
36  scholne  considere  many  pinges  [2393]  Alpere  first  pou 
schalt  considere  pilke  pinge  pat  pou  purposed  f 
and  vpon  what  pinge  pou  wolte  haue  counsel  pat  verrey 
treupe  be  seide  &  co7^eruede .  pis  to  seie  f  Tel 
treuly    pin   tale.    [2394]    For   he   pat   seipe   fals   maye 

wele  be  counseled  in  pat  caas  f    [ ]    [2395] 

IT  And  after  pat  pou  schalt  consideren  pe  pinges  pat 
accorden  to  pat  pou  pw^-posest  for  to  be  by  pine  coimsel- 
loures  if  reson  accordep  pe?*e  to  /./  [2396]  And  eke  if  pi 
myht  maie  atteigne  fere  to  f  IT  And  if  pe  more  part  Ss  pe 
bett^e  parte  of  3oure  counsellours  accorden  per-to  or  no 
[2397]  penne  schal  pou  considere  whatt  pinge  schal 
folowe  of  hire  counseliBge .  As  hate  pees .  werre . 
grace  pn;fit  oper  Damage  or  many  opii  pinges  f 
[2398]  And  in  al  pinges  pou  schalt  schese  pe 
best  and.  And  ^weife  al  opere  pinges  [2399]  IT  Than 
schalt  pou  considered  of  what  rote  it  is  engenderd  pe  matier 
of  pine  counsel  &  what  fruyte  it  maie  conceive  & 
«ngendre .  [2400]  pou  schalt  eke  considerer  al  pes 
causes  for  whiche  pei  bue  sprongef  [2401]  IT  And 
whan  3e  haue  examyne  3oure  counsel  as  .1.  haue  seide 
and  whiche  partye  is  better  &  more  profitable  f  & 
hast  approued  it  be  mony  wise  folke  &  oldef  [2402] 
pan  schalt  pou  considers,  if  pou  maist  performe  it  & 
make  a  good  ende.  [2403]  For  certes  reson  wil  nouht 
pat  any  man  schatt  begiwne  a  pinge  bot  if  he  myht 
performe  it  as  him  ouhtf   [2404]   Ne  no  wight  schol 
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taken  vpon  him  so  lieuy  a  charge  ))at  he  ne  myht  ber^ 
it.  [2405]  IT  For  fe  p7*ouerbe  soiff  He  |)at  to  muche 
enbracet  distreyncj^  litid.  [2406]  And  Caton  sei^e 
Asseie  suche  ]>inge  as  )>ou  hast  pouere  to  done 
lest  fe  charge  oppresse  ]>e  to  soref  ))at  ]>e 
be-houeJ>  to  weyve  finge  Jat  fon  hast  begonne 
[2407]  IT  And  if  so  be  fou  be  in  doute  whej>e  fou 
maiste  performe  a  pinge  or  none  f  chese  ra^er  for  to  suffor 
|)an  for  to  beginne  [2408]  IT  And  Peter  Alphon  seyf  e .  If 
foxL  hast  myht  to   done   a  })inge  of  whiche  )>oa  most 

repent.  [.     . [2409]  .    •    . 

,  .  no  gap]  It  is  better  to  hold  J^ine  tonge  stiHf  ^an 
for  to  speke  [2410]  IT  Then  may  .1.  vnder-stonde  be 
stronger  resofies  ]>at  if  ^oa  hast  power  to  pcrforme  a 
werke  of  whiche  pon  schalt  repent  ]>e .  Than  is  it  better 
]>at  |k)u  sufiEur  |»an  begynnef  [241 1]  wele  seyne  ^ei  ^at 
defenden  enerj  whight  to  assaie  a  thinge  of  whiche  he  is 
in  doute  where  he  mai  performe  it  or  nonef  [2412] 
And  after  whan  ^e  haue  examined  ^oiire  couTiseU'f  as  J. 
haue  seide  be-fomef  And  knowe]>e  wele  fsi  je  maie  "per- 
forme  joure  emprtse  conferme  it  ^an  sadly  til  it  be  att 
an  ende . 

[2413]  V  Nowe  is  it  reson  &  time  |»at  .1.  schewe  jowe 
whenne  &  where  f  for  ^at  je  maie  chaunge  jonre  counsel- 
lour9  wiJ>-outen  3onre  reproue  [2414]  IT  Sofely  a  man 
maie  chaunge  his  purpos  &  his  counsel  if  |)e  cause 
SGoepi  or  whan  a  newe  caas  be-tide]>f  [2415]  ffor  pe 
lawe  8eiJ>  vpofi  ^inges  fat  newly  be-tyden  be-houej) 
new  counsel  f  [2416]  And  senec  saife.  If  fi  counsel!: 
come  to  J)e  heres  of  fine  ennemys  chaunge  fi  counsel. 

[2417]    [ ]   if  so  be 

fat  fou  finde  fat  be  errour  or  be  any  of&re 
cause  harme  or  damage  may  betide  [2418]  IT  Also  if  fi 
counsel  be  dishoneste.  or  elles  come  of  dishonest  cause 
change  fine  counsel.  [2419]  For  fe  lawe  seife  fat 
al  bchestes  fat  bene  dishonest  ne  biene  of  no  valew  f 

LANSDOWNE  607   (6-T.  218) 


SIX-T£XT   210 

GROUP  B.  §  10.  MELiBEus.  Lansdowiie  MB, 

[2420]  IT  And  eke  if  it  so  be  ])at  it  be  impossible  or  maie 
nojt  gladly  be  p^ot^rmed  or  kepet 

[2421]  IT  And  take  J>is  for  a  general  rewle .  That  eoerj 
counsel  ]»at  is  enfoimed  so  strongely  ]>at  it  maie  not  be 
chaonged  for  no  condicion  ])at  maie  be  tidef  L  sale  ^t 
ilke  counsel  is  wjkked  f 

[2422]  IT  Mellibeus  whan  he  hadde  herde  ]>e  doctrine  of 
his  wif  Dame  Prudence,  he  anseward  in  ]>is  wise. 
[2423]  Dame  quod  he  as  3it  ynto  ^s  time  30 
haue  welo  tauht  me  as  in  general  howe  .L 
schal  goueme  me.  &  in  pe  cheseinge.  &.in  wi]>holdeinge 
of  my  counsellours .  [2424]  V  Bott  nowe  wolde  .L  faine  ]»t 
je  wolde  condescende  in  specialef  [2425]  and  telle]>  me 
howe  ])at  like]>  ^owe  or  howe  ]>at  seme]>  jow  be  owre  coun- 
selloi^rs  ))at  we  haue  chose  in  pis  present  nede 

[2426]  IF  Mi  loide  quod  sche  .1.  beseche  jowe  in  al  hum* 
blesse  y&t  30  wold  nouht  wilfully  reprouen  a^eine  myn  lesouns 
ne  distemper  ^ouie  herte  yejhe  .1.  speke  ]>inge  yai  ^owe 
displese  [2427]  IT  ffor  god  wote  as  in  myne  entent  .1. 
speke  it  as  for  ^e  bestf  for  joure  honoure  &  for  jouie 
profit  ekef  [2428]  And  8oJ)ely  .L  hope  y&t  3ourd  'be- 
nignite  wil  tak  it  in  pacience  //  [2429]  And  truste]>  to  me 
wele  ^at  joure  consel  in  )>is  ne  schold 
nou3t  as  to  speke  properly  be  called  a  counseUinge ;  bot  A 
mocion  or  ameueinge  of  folye .  [2430]  IT  In  whiche  counsel 
30  haue  herde  in  mony  a  sondre  wyse  f 

[2431]  first  &  forwarde  30  haue  herde  in  fe  assem- 
blinge  of  30ure  counsellours  f  [2432]  ffor  first  30  schold 
haue  cleped  a  fewe  folk  to  30ure  couns^ .  V  And  after  Jwt  30 
myht  haue  schewde  it  to  mo  folke  if  it  hadd  be  nede  f  // 
[2433]  Bot  certes  sodanly  30  haue  cleped  to  30uie  coun- 
sel a  grete  multitude  of  peple  ful  chargeaunt  &  fol 
arinoyus  for  to  here  f  [2434]  IT  And  also  30  haue  herde  for- 
]>cr  as  30  scholde  onely  haue  cleped  to  3oure  counsel 
30ure  trewe  frendes  olde  &  wisel  [2435]  IT  30  haue  cleped 
also  strange  folk   3onge  folke  false  fiateres  &  ennemys 
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leconfiiled .  And  folke  ]>at  do  jowe  reu^rence  wi])e  outen 
loae  [2436]  And  eke  also  je  haue  herde  for  30  haue 
bi-oulit  "wij>  30U  to  jouie  counseH.  Ire,  couetise./  & 
hastinesse./  [2437]  IT  J>e  whiche  fre  ]>inge8  be  con- 
trarie  to  euery  good  conseH  Ss  honest .  &  profitable  f  [2438] 
The  whiche  ])ie  ]>mge  30  haue  nouht  anentisched  o^er  de- 
struyde  hem  ney  ^ere  in  joure  self  ne  in  ^onre  counsellot^rs  as 
30 we  auht  [2439]  IT  3e  haue  herde  also  for  3e  haue  schewde 
to  3oure  consellouTis  3oure  talent.  30ur  affeccion 
anone  for  to  do  vengeance  f  [2440]  And  ]>ei  haue 
aspide  be  3oure  wordes  to  what  pingQ  30  be  enclynedf 
[2441]  And  fere  fore  haue  J^ei  ra^er  cou7?seld 
30 were  talent  1  fan  to  30ure  profitte.//  [2442]  30  haue  herd 
also  for  30W0  semej)  it  suffice))  to  haue  be  coun- 
seld  be  ^is  counsellours  onely  &  be  lytil  avisef 
[2443]  vl^^ro  as  in  so  grcte  &  in  so  hihe  a  node  it  hadde 
hue  necessarie  mo  counsellours  &  mo  delib[Gr]actones  to 
perform e  3oure  emprise .  [2444]  IT  Also  30 
haue  nou3t  herde  30ure  counseti  in  ])e  forseid 
manure  ne  in  dieu  manere  as  ])e  caas  require^ .  [2445]  IT  30 
haue  herde  also  for  30  haue  maade  no  diuision  be  tuex 

[ no  gap]  30ure  trewe 

frendes  &  30ure  feyned  counselloures  [2446]  Ne  30  haue 
nouht  knowe  f»e  witt  of  30ure  trew  frendes  olde  &  wise . 
[2447]  Bot  3e  haue  cast  al  here  wordes  in  an  hoche  poche 
&  enclyned  3oure  hert  to  fe  more  part  and  to  Je 
gretter  nombre  [and  there  be  ye  condescended  [2448] 
Et  tu  scez  bien  qiie  les  foh  sont  tousjours  en  plus  gi'ant 
nombre  q%ie  les  sages^  of  foles  fan  of  wise  men  f  [2449]  And 
fare  for  f e  courisellinge  fat  ben  at  congregaciown  &  mul- 
titude of  folkf  fere  as  men  tak  more  rewarde  to  fe 
nombre  fan  to  fe  Sapience,  of  persones.  [2450]  %  30  se  wele 
fat  in  suche  consellinge  fe  foles  haue  fe  maistre.  [2451] 
IT  Mellibe  anseward  &  peide  a3eine  .1.  g?-aunt  wele  fat 
.1.  haue  herde  [2452]  Bot  fere  as  fou  hast  tolde  me  here 
beforne .  That  he  nys  nouht  to  blame  to  chaunge  his  cou- 
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sellowrs  for  certeine  caas  &  for  certeine  &  iust  cause  f 
[2453]  .1.  am  al  rede  to  chaunge  my  consellot^rs  rilit 
as  J>ou  woldest  deuise .//  [2454]  f^r  fe  prouerbe  seife 
ffor  to  do  synne  is  manysshe  Bot  certes  for  to  perseuere 
longe  fere  in  is  werkes  of  fe  deuel . 

[2455]  IT  To  fis  sentence  anseward  anone  dame  Ptu- 
dence  &  seide  [2456]  examynej)  quod  sche  jouie  coun- 
sel. &  lat  vs  see  whiche  of  hem  ha])  spoken 
most  resonablelye  f  &  tauht  joue  best  conseH.  [2457] 
IT  And  for  als  muche  fat  examinacions  is  necessarie 
Lat  vs  beginne  att  surgiens  &  att  phiciens  fat 
first  spaken  of  fis  matiere  [2458]  IT  .1.  seie  fat 
Phesiciens  &  sirurgiens  haue  seide  jowe  in  joure  counsel 
discretely  as  hem  ouht  [2459]  in  here  speche 
&  ful  wisely  f  As  to  fe  oflGice  of  hem  ^appartenef  to 
done  to  eu^ry  whiht  honour  &  profit  &  nouht  for 
to  annoye  [2460]  And  after  her  craft  to  done  grete  diligence 
vn  to  f e  cure  of  hem  whiche  fat  haue  in  here  gouCTH- 
ance  [2461]  %  And  sir  riht  as  fei  haue  anseward 
wisely  &  discretly.  [2462]  riht  so  rede  .1.  fat  fei 
ben  hihelye  &  souereingly  guerdount  for  here  noble 
speche.  [2463]  &  eke  for  fei  scholne  more  do  fe 
ententif  bisenesse  in  fe  curacione  of  fine  doubter  deref 
[2464]  fFor  albe-it  so  fat  fei  be  joure  frendes 
f 67*0  for  schal  ^e  nouht  suffre  fat  fei  serue  ^oue  for 
nouht  f  [2465]  bot  je  auht  fere  after  guerdon  hem  & 
payen  hem  here  largesse  [2466]  IT  And  as  toucheinge  fe 
I)roporcion  whiche  fat  fe  phecisiens  encresseden  in  fis 
caas .  %  This  is  to  seine  [2467]  fat  in  maladies  is  fat  a 
contrarie  is  waressched  be  anofer  contrarie  [2468]  T  I. 
wolde  faine  k[n]owe  howe  je  vnderstode  filke  t€xt  <fe 
what  is  ^oure  sentence  [2469]  IT  Certes  quod  Millibeus  .1. 
vnderstonde  it  in  fis  wise!  [2470]  Riht  as  fei  haue 
done  to  me  a  contrarie.  So  scholde  .1.  do  hem  anoferef 
[2471]  flfor  riht  as  fei  haue  venged  hem  vpon  me  & 
done  me  wrongef  Riht  so  wil  .1.  venge  me  vpon  he7/i 
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&  done  hem  wrongef   [2472]  &  ])an  haue  .1.   cured  a 
contrary  wij>  ano)>er  contrarie 

[2473]  IT  Lo  lo  qtiod  dame  Prudence .  howe  lihtly  is 
euery  man  endined  to  his  owen  desire  &  to  his 
plesance.  [2474]  Certes  quod  sche  pQ  wordes  of  ^e 
Phisiciens  ne  schold  nouht  be  vnderstande  in  ^at 
vise.  [2475]  ^  ^^^  certes  wykkednesse  is  not  contrarie 
to  wikkedenesse .  iie  ye[n]gaunce  is  nouht  contrari  to  veng- 
aunce .  ne  wronge  to  wrongef  [mais  sont  semhlahles  [2476] 
Et  pour  ce,  vengence  par  vengence,  ne  injure 
par  injure  n^est  pas  cure]  [2477]  ^^^ 
euery  of  hem  encresej>  &  gregej)  oJ)e7-e  [2478] 
Ik)t  certes  J>o  wordes  of  phesiciens  scholde  be 
vnderstonde  in  f  is  wise  f  [2479]  ^^^  goode  &  wykked- 
nesse bene  tuo  contraries  i  &  pes  &  werre .  vcnge* 
ance  &  suffrance .  discord  &  accord .  &  mony 
ofere  })inges  [2480]  IT  Bot  certes  wikkednesse  schal  be 
warisched  be  goodenesse.  discorde  be  acorde.  werre.  be  pes. 
&  so  forf  &  oJ)cre  Jjinges.  [2481]  IT  And  here  to  Je 
Apostel  sein  Paule  in  mony  place  f  [2482]  He 
sei);e  ne  3elde^  nouht  harm  for  hanno  ne  wikked  speche . 
[pour  7na7jdit]  [2483]  Bot  do  wele  to  hem  fat  done 
pe  harme .  &  blcsse  hem  fat  scif  to  fe  liarme .  [2484] 
If  And  in  monye  ofe;-e  i)lace8  he  amonestef  pees  & 
fUicorde  [2485]  IT  Bot  now  wil  .1.  speke  of  fe  comu- 
sel  whiche  was  y3eue  to  ^owe  be  men  of  lawe  J?e  wyse 
folke  &  fe  olde  folke  [2486]  fat  seiden  al  be  one  accorde 
as  3e  herde  befome.  [2487]  IT  That  ouer  al  finges  ^e 
schoLie  do  30UTe  diligence  to  kepo  ^oure  persone  & 
to  wamyssche  joure  hous  [2488]  IT  And  fei  seiden  also  fat 
in  fis  caas  jowe  ouhten  to  wirchen  ful  aviselie  & 
'with  grete  deliberacione .  [2489]  IT  And  s/r .  as  to  f  e  first 
pointe  fat  touchef  tu  to  fe  kepeinge  of  ^oure  persone 
[2490]  V  je  schul  vnderstonde  fat  he  fat  haf e  werre  schal 
euermore  deuoutly  &  mekely  preyen  be  for  al 
finges     [2491]     fat     ]he8U8    crist     of    his     merci    wil 
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liane  him  in  protectione  &  bien  his  sonereigne  helpeinge 
at  his  nede  f  [2492]  £for  certes  in  ])is  werlde  fere  nys  no 
yinht  p&t  mai  be  counseld  ne  kepped  sufficiantly  witA- 
outen  fe  kepeinge  of  ouie  lor[d]  jhesa  crist  f  [2493]  To  ]>iB 
sentence  accorde]>  ]ye  profet  daidd  fat  seij)e.  [2494] 
If  god  ne  kepe  fe  Citee .  in  Idel  wake]>  he  ]yat  it  kepe)» 
[2495]  IF  Now  sir  ]>an  schohie  ^e  qwite  fe  kepeinge  of 
jonre  person  to  joure  tiewe  frendes  fot  bene  aproned 
&  yknowef  [2496]  &  of  hem  schol  je  axen  ^helpe  ^onie 
persone  for  to  kepe  IT  For  Caton  seipe  if  |»oa  hast 
nede  of  helpe  ax  it  of  fi  frendes.  [^497]  For  fere  is 
none  so  good  a  fesicien  as  is  ]>i  trew  frende  [2498] 
IT  And  after  fia  schal  30  kepe  )owe  frome  al 
strange  folke  &  fro  lyersf  And  alweye  bane  in  snspect 
here  companye  [2499]  ^  ^^'  ^®™  Alphofi  seife  Ne 
take  no  company  be]>e  were  of  a  strannge  man  hot  it 
so  be  |>ou  haue  knowe  him  of  longer  time!  [2500] 
And  if  it  so  be  fai  he  fol  into  fi  compaigne  per- 
aduentnre  wi]K)aten  fme  assent  f  [2501]  enqnere  ^an 
as  sotelly  as  fon  canste  of  his  conuersaciofi  &  of  his  lif 
be-fore  f  &  feyneinge  fine  weie  seyinge  fou  woldest  go  ^eder 
as  fon  woldest  not  go  f  [2502]  If  he  here  a  spere 
hold  fe  oil  fe  riht  side  of  him .  &  if  he  here  a  swerde 
holde  on  fe  left  side  of  him.  [2503]  &  fan  schal 
3e  kepe  30we  wislye  fro  al  suche  manere  of 
peple  as  .1.  haue  seide  jowe  here  be-fore.  &  hem  &  here  coun- 
sett  eschewe.  [2504]  And  after  fia  fan  schal  je  kepe  ^owe 
in  snche  manere  [2505]  fat  for  any  presnmpcion  of  3oure 
bodely  strenge]>  |»at  ^e  dispise  nouht  ne  acompte]>  nou^t  fe 
miht  of  joure  adnersarie  so  lit  fat  je  lette  fe 
kepeinge  of  joure  persofi  for  30ure  presumpcioii .  [2506] 
For  enery  wiseman  drede])  his  enemyef  [2507]  IT  And 
Salomon  sei})e.  welfiitt  is  he  ])at  of  al  ha|»e  drede 
[2508]  For  certes  he  ]>at  ha]>  ])oruhe  hardenesse  of  his 
hertef  and  ]>oruhe  ^e  hardinesse  of  him  self  ha}>  so 
grete  presumpcion  him  schal  yuel  betide  f  [2509]  And  fan 
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Bchal  ^e  euer  more  enconterewaite  en-biiscliementez  and  al 
espyaile     [2510]     V     ffor     as     seij>e     ]>e     'wiseman. 

[ no  gap.]   [251 1]  bene 

falle))  in  no  perile  ^at  penlousnes  eschewe])  [25 1 2]  V  And  al 
be  it  so  pat  ]you  seme  |>at  ^u  be  in  secrete  place  jit 
scbalt  ])oa  alweie  done  pi  diligence  in  ]>e  kepeinge  of  pi  'per- 
soflf  [2513]  pis  is  to  seie  be  nonbt  necligent  to  kepe  pi 
p«rsofi  Noubt  onely  fro  ]>i  grettest  enemye  bot  only  &o  ])i 
leste  enmye.  [2514]  Senec.  seij^e.  A  man  ]>at 
is  wele  a-yised  be  drede]>  bis  lest  enemye  f  [2515]  Ouide. 
sei]>.  ^at  l^e  litel  wesel  wil  sle  pe  grete  butt  &  pQ 
wilde  bert.  [2516]  And  pe  prouerbe  8ei]>e  a  litel  ^me 
mai  greue  a  kinge  ful  sore  &  a  lite  bnnde  wil 
bolde  pe  wilde  bore  [2517]  bot  naj^elesse  .1.  seie  noulit 
]>ou  scbal  noubt  be  so  grete  a  cowaide  ]>at  ]k>u  doute  wbere  as 
is  no  drede  [2518]  IT  Tbe  book  sei)>e :  J^at  somme  men  baue 
grete  lust  to  deceyue  f  Bot  }>ei  dred  to  bo  de- 
ceyuedf  [2519]  [Aprha,  tu  te  dots  garder  de  venin] 
And  kepe  pe  from  pe  company  of  scoreners  i  [2520] 
for  pe  boke  sei^e  ]>at  scomers  make]>  no  company, 
bot  fle  berff  word  as  Y'eimm . 

[2521]  V  Nowe  as  to  ]>e  secunde  point,  pere  as  joura 
counsellours  consett  jow  to  wamystor  ^oxae  bouses 
yrith  grete  diligence .//  [2522]  1.  wold  fein  knowe  bowe  fat 
je  vnderstonde  pUke  wordes  A  wbat  is  jouie  sentence 

[2523]  IT  Millebeus  ansewarde  &  seidef  certes  .1.  ynder- 
stoude  in'fis  wise  J)at  .1.  scbal  wamstore  myne  bouse 
vnp  toures  sucbe  as  baj^e  casteles  &  opere  mane7'e 
edifices  i  &  armour  &  arcbers  [2524]  be  wbiche 
]yinge.  If  .1.  male  my  person  &  my  bous  so  kepe.  & 
defende  pat  myne  enemys  scbal  be  in  drede  my 
bous  to  aprocbe 

[2525]  IT  To  ]yis  sentence  anseward  a-none  dame  Prtedens 
wamyscbeinge  quod  scbe  of  bibe  toures  &  of  bibe 
edifices  apparteined  som  time  to  pride  f  [2526]  And  eke  men 
make  bibe  toures .  [et  lea  edifices  a  grant  traueil  et  a  gi'ana 
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despena  /  Et  quant  eJles  aont  f^es  dies  ne  valent  rien  se 
elles  ne  8&iit  defferidues  par  satges  et  par  loyauh  amtz  4" 
grans  missions  (MS  Ecg.  19  C  xi,  leaf  68,  coL  2)]  [2527] 
And  yndeistand  wele  pat  ])e  grettest  &  pe  strangest 
garisofi  ])at  a  riche  man  male  haue .  ^  As  wele  to  kepen  his 
person  &  his  goodes  is  [2528]  ^at  he  be  bjloued 
wi]>  his  subiectes  &  vnf  his  nei3 hours  //  [2529]  ffor 
])us  sei])  Tulliusf  Thet  pere  is  a  manere  Gamyson  ]>at 
man  niaie  venquysschcn  ne  discomfite  And  ]>at  is  [2530] 
a  lord  to  be  loued  of  his  Cite3eines  And  of  his  peple 

[2531]  IT  Nowe  air  as  to  )>e  J)red  pointef  Where  as 
joure  olde  &  wise  counsellours  seiden  f  p&t  30W 
noulit  not  sodonly  ne  hastely  proeeden  in  fis  node! 
[2532]  Bot  fat  30we  ouhten  piirveye  &  aj^parel  3owe 
in  ])is  caas  1  wi])  grete  diligence  &  grete  delib«racion  i 
[2533]  Trewly  .1.  trowe  fat  fei  seiden  riht  wisly 
&  riht  sofef  [2534]  IT  ffor.  Tulliusf  seifef  In  euery 
nede  er  fou  be-ginne  itf  apparel  fe  -with  grete 
diligence.  [2535]  Than  seio  .1.  fat  in  vengeance 
takeinge  in  werre .  in  Bataile  &  in  wamestoringe . 
[2536]  er  foil  beginne  .1.  reede  fat  fou  appareile  fe 
f«re  tof  and  do  it  wif  gode  deliberacion  [2537]  IT  ffor 
Tidlius  seifef  fe  longe  apparaileinge  befome  fe  Bataile 
Makef  schort  victorie.  [2538]  And  Cassidorus  seifef  The 
gamyson  is  stronger^  whan  it  is  longe  time  avisede . 

[2539]  IT  Bot  nowe  Lit  vs  speke  of  fe  counsel  fat  was 
acorded  be  ourp.  neihbours  suche  as  done  3owe 
reuerence  wif-outen  loue  [2540]  jourc  olde  enemy es  recon- 
siledef  IT  Joure  flaterers  [2541]  fat  counseiled  30we  cer- 
teine  finges  pntuelyf  &  openlye  counseled  30we  fe 
contrarief  [2542]  IT  The  3onge  folke  also  fat  counscld 
3owe  to  do  vengeance  and  to  make  werre  anonef  [2543]  IT  And 
certe  air  as  .1.  haue  seide  be-fome  36  haue  gretly  erred 
to  haue  cleped  suche  manere  of  folke  to  3oure  counseUf  [2544] 
wiche  counseIlou;'8  buene  ynowhe  repreuede  be  f  e  resons 
a-fome  seide  [2545]  IT  Bot  nafeles  late  vs  nowe  descende  to 
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fe  specialef  IT  ^e  schollen  iirst  procede  after  y  doctrine,  of 
Tullius .  [2546]  Certes  J>e  treafe  of  J)is  Matier  eif ere  of 
fia  counseH  nede^  noulit  diligently  enquirenf  [2547]  For  it 
is  wele  wist  whiche  ]>ei  bienf  )>at  haue  do  jow  ^is 
tn'spas  &  velanyf  [2548]  &  Lowe  many  trespassours 
&  in  what  manere  fei  haue  done  to  ^owe  al  )>is 
wronge  &  att  ))is  velanye  [2549]  IT  And  after  fisf 
I  ))an  schal  je  examyne  pe  secuTzde  condicion  f  pe  whiche 
fiat  TuUiiis  hadde])  in  fis  matiere.  [2550]  If  For 
tidlius.  putte])  a  ])inge  whiche  att  he  clepe]>  consentyngef  pia 
is  to  seief  [2551]  who  buen  J?ei  &  whiche  buen  Jei  &  houe 
mony  ]>at  consenten  to  ))i  counseH  in  j>i  wilfulnes  to 
done  hasti  vengeance  f  //  [2  5  5  2]  And  lat  vs  consider  also  who 
bien  Jei .  &  how  mony  bien  J?ei  [et  queh  (MS  Eeg.  19  C  xi, 
If  58,  col.  4)]  pdX  pdX  consenten  to  joure  aduersaries  [2553] 
IT  And  certes  as  to  J>e  first  pointe  it  is  wele  knowen  whiche 
be  ))ei  pdX  conseutine  to  joure  hastif  wilful- 
nes f  [2554]  For  treuly  al  Jo  J)at  counsel  joue 
to  maken  sodein  werre  ne  bien  nou3t  joure  frendes  [2555] 
If  Lete  se  nowe  whiche  bien  fei  j>at  je  holde 
so  gretely  joure  frendes  as  to  joure  persofif  [2556]  For 
al  be  it  so  ]>at  ^e  bene  myhte  &  richef  certes  je 
bue  bot  alone.  [2557]  ffor  certes  je  haue  no  childe 
bot  a  douhteref  [2558]  ne  30  haue  no  brc]?em  ne  cosins 
ge/mayns  ne  none  oper%  nyhe  kinredf  [2559]  where-for 
^oure  enmys  scholden  stint  to  plete  wi]> 
30 we  ne  to  destruyen  joure  person!  [2560]  IT  Je  knowen 
also  pai  joure  riches  most  be  dispended  in 
diuerse  parties  f  [2561]  And  what  fat  euery  whight  *haj> 
his  parte  fei  wolne  tak  litel  rewarde  to  vengen 
p\  dej>  [2562]  IT  Bot  })ine  enemys  bien  J)re  1  & 
J>ei  haue  many  childeme.  brefemf  cosins  f  &  oJ?ere  nyhe 
kinrede  [2563]  IT  And  ]>ouhe  so  were  pdX  Jou  haddcst 
sleine  of  hewi  tuo  or  fre  f  Jit  dwellen  fere  y-nowe  to  awreken 
here  defef  &  to  sle  fine  persone  [2564]  &  feihe  so 
be  fat  joure    kinred  be    more    sikere    &    stedfast  fan 
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]>e  kinrede  of  joure  ada^rsarief  [2565]  ^it  neuer  ]>e  les 
30ure  kinred  is  bot  after  kinrede  ]>at  bien  lx>t  litil  sibbe 
to  jowe  [2566]  IF  And  ]>e  kine  of  ^oure  ennemys  bue  nyhe 
sibbe  to  hem  f  And  certes  as  in  ])at  her  condiciofL  is  better 
fat  is  jonres  [2567]  IT  Than  latt  vs  consideren  also  of  ]>e 
connsellinge  of  hem  y&i  counseleden  30W  to  taken  sodein 
vengeance  f  we]>6re  it  accorde])  to  reson  or  none '  [2568]  And 
certes  je  knowen  wele  nayef  [2569]  IT  For  as  be  riht  & 
reson  ^ere  maie  no  man  take  vengeance  of  no  wyht  bot 
fe  luge  ]?at  ha])e  lurdiction  of  it  [2570]  whan  it  is 
graunted  him  to  take  J^ilke  vengeance  hastelye  or  at- 
temp^rellye  as  fe  lawe  require  J  [2571]  IT  And  3it  more 
oucre  of  filke  worde  Jat  TuUius  clepej?  consentingcf 
[2572]  fou  echalt  consent  if  J>i  myht  &  fi  power 
maie  consent  f  And  suftice}>  to  pi  \rilfulnesse  &  to  ]>ine 
coimsellours  f  [2573]  And  certes  J?ou  maist  wele  seie 
J>at  naief  [2574]  For  sekerly  as  for  to  speken  propnrlye 
we  maie  do  no  )>inge  bot  onely  suche  ]>inge  as  we  may 
done  rihtfuUy  [2575]  IT  And  certes  rihtfully  ne  maie  30 
take  no  vengeance  as  of  joure  propre  Auctoritef  [2576] 
IT  ])an  maie  30  seen  pai  joue  pouer  ne  consenteji  nou^t 
ne  accordef  nou3t  wif  joure  wilfulnesse.  [2577]  IT  Nowe 
latte  vs  examyne  pe  ])rede  pointe  ^at  tuUius  clepe])  J^e 
consequent!  [2578]  IT  ])ou  schalt  vnderstonde  ^at  pQ 
vengeance  ))at  pou  purposest  for  to  take  his  conse- 
quent f  [2579]  And  per-foT  falle}>  anojj^re  vegeance. 
Perill .  werre .  &  opere  damage  wif  -  outen  nombre 
of  whiche  be  nouht  war  as  att  J)is  timef  [2580]  And 
as  toucheinge  ]>e  ierpe  pointe  f  poi  TuUius  clepe]>  en- 
genderinge  [2581]  V  Thou  schalt  consider  pai  pia  wronge 
whiche  pat  is  done  to  )>ef  is  engenderd  of  pe  hate  of 
]7ine  enmysf  [2582]  And  of  )}e  vengeance  takeingf  And 
vpon  }>at  wolde  engender  anopor  vengance  &  muchel  sorwe 
&  wastinge  of  richesse  as  .1.  seide  ere 

[2583]  Now  air  &s  toucheinge  pe  pointe  {uit  tullit<« 
clepef  causes,  whiche.  J>at  is  fe  last  pointe.  [2584]  IT  J)ou 

LAN'SDOWNE  61C    (O-T.  227) 


SIX-TEXT  228 

GROUP  B.  §  10.  MELiBEus.  LoiiBdowne  MS. 

schalt  ynderstonde  ^at  pe  wronge  )>at  )>a  bast  lecejued 
hsLp  certeine  causes  [2585]  wbichc  ))at  clerkes  clepen. 
Oriens  &  officiens  &  causa  'longinqua  &  causa 
prapinqua.  fis  to  seine  |»e  ferre  cause  [et  la  jproch- 
aine  [2586]  La  longtaine  est  dieu  qui  est 
cause  de  toutes  ehoses  /  [2587]  La  prochaine  sont  ces  iij. 
ennemiz  \2<^%^'\Lacause(J^g.  19Cxi)]  Accidentale.washate. 
[2589]  The  causes  Material  bene  ]ye  .v.  wondes  of 
^ine  doubter  f  [2590]  The  cause  formale  is  ]>e  manera  of 
bere  wercbeinge  ])at  broubt  leddeis  And  clomben  in  att 
})ine  wyndows.  [2591]  )>e  cause  finale  was  for  to  sle  J)i 
doubter .  It  lakked  noubt  in  as  mucbe  as  in  bem  was  [2592] 
IT  Bot  for  to  speken  of  ))e  ferre  cause  as  to  wbat  ende  ^eie 
scbolne  come  f  or  wbat  scbal  be-tiden  of  bem  in  ))i3 
caas  ne  can  .1.  noubt  deme  bot  be  coniectinge  &  be 
supposeinge  f  [2593]  IT  For  we  scbolne  8upp[o8]e  \gue  Ilz  en 
veiidront]  to  a  wikked  endef  [2594]  Be  cause  ])e  booke 
of  decrees  sei])e  V  Seldome  or  wi]y  grete  peine  bene  causes  / 
^broubte  to  an  bende  wban  ])ei  bene  badly  be-gonne . 

[259s]  V  Nowe  sir  if  men  axed  mef  wbi  ]>at  ^e 
suffer  men  to  done  3owe  ^is  velanyef  certes  .1.  can 
not  wele  ansewer  as  for  no  soj^fastnesse  [2596]  IT  For 
])e  Apostele  sei])e  ]>at  ]>e  science  &  ]>e  luggement  of 
oure  lorde  god  bene  mybty  &  depef  [2597]  \&re  maie 
no  man  comprehende  ne  sercbe  bam  sufficeantlyf  [2598] 
Nare|»eles  be  serteine  presumpciouns  &  coniettinges 
.1.  bolde  &  beleue  [2599]  ]>at  god  ]>at  is  ful  of 
lustice  &  ribtwisnes  Ha]y  suffred  ])is  be-tide  be  lust 
cause  resonable  f 

[2600]  IT  ])i  name  is  Melibe.  jyis  is  to  seie  a  man 
]>at  drinke))  bonyef  [2601]  Tbow  bast  ydronken  so  mucbe 
bony  of  \i  swete  temporal  ricbes  &  delices  &  hon- 
ours of  |»is  werlde  [2602]  ]»at  ]>ou  art  dronken  f  &  bast 
for^eten  oure  lorde  ib^ffu  criste  \i  creatourf  [2603]  ^ou 
base  no3t  done  to  bim  sucbe  honour  as  ]>e  oubtef 
[2604]     ne     |k)u     bast     noubt    wele    take     hede     to 
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^.  wordes  of  Ovide  ^at  seidef  [2605]  vnder  ^  hony 
of  ))e  goodes  of  ]>i  bodif  is  bidde  fe  yenym  ^t  ale]) 
^i  soulef  [2606]  And  Salomon  aeipei  If  ^ou  hast 
found  Hony  f  ete  of  it  what  sufficij^e  f  [2607]  For  if  ^m 
ete  of  it  oute  of  mesuref  ))oa  schalt  spewe  &  be  nedy 
&  poueref  [2608]  And  peraduenture  Gtiste  ha]>e  in 
despite  &  ha]>  tome  awaie  fro  ))e  his  iacei  &  his 
beres  of  Misericordef  [2609]  And  also  he  h&pe  sofiml 
pat  )k)u  haste  biene  ypnnysched  in  fe  maner  ^t  pou 
hast  trespast  [2610]  IT  Thou  hast  done  sinne  ^eines 
oure  lorde  iheffu  cristef  [261 1]  for  certes  ]>e  ]>re  enemys  of 
,  mankinde  ]>at  is  to  seie.  ]>e  flesche.  )>e  fende.  &  ^ 
werlde.  [2612]  Thou  hast  suffurde  hem  entre  in  to  fine 
[soule]  wilfully  be  J»e  windowes  of  pi  bodye  [2613]  And 
hast  nouht  defended  ]>e  sufficiantly  a^eines  here  defsAutes 
&  temptacio?^ns  f  So  pat  pei  haue  wounded  pi 
soule  in  .y.  place f  [2614]  pis  is  to  seine.  IT  pe  dedely 
sinnes  pat  biene  entred  in  to  pine  hert  be  pi  .y. 
wittes.  [2615]  And  in  pe  same  manere  oure  lorde  ihefu 
cristf  hape  suffred  pat  pine  pree  enemys  be  entrede 
in  to  pine  house  be  pe  windowes  f  [2616]  And  ban 
wounde  pi  doubts  in  pe  same  manere  f 

[2617]  IT  Certes  quod  Mellibe  .1.  see  pat  30  en- 
force jowe  mechel  be  wordes  to  ouer-come  mo .  In  suche 
manerd  pat  schal  noujt  ayenge  me  of  myne  enmye  [2618] 
scheweinge  me  pe  perils  &  pe  yueles  pat  myhten 
fal  of  pis  yengeance  [2619]  V  Bot  [who]so  wolde  consider 
in  al  yengeance  pe  perils  &  pe  yuels  pat  miht  sewe 
of  yengancez  takeinge  [2620]  a  man  wold  neuere  take 
yeniancef  And  pat  were  harmef  [2621]  for  be  pe  yenge- 
ance takeinge  buen  pe  wikked  men  deseuerd  &o  pe 
good  men  f  [2622]  IT  And  po  pat  ban  wil  to  done  wikked- 
nesse  f  restreyne  here  wikked  purpos  f  Whan  pei  seen  pe 
punyssbeinge  and  pe  chastesinge  of  trespassottrs 

[2623]  [And  to  this  answered  dame  Prudence :  '  Certes,' 
said  she,  'I  grant  you  that  from  yengeance  come  many 
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benefits  as  well  as  many  evils ;  [2624]  yet  vengeance  be- 
longeth  not  to  "  a  singulere  person,"  but  only  to  the  judges, 
and  to  those  who  have  jurisdiction  over  evil-doers.'] 
[2625]  V  An  3ite  sale  .1.  moref  ])at  riht  as  a  singulere 
person  sinne^e  In  takeinge  vengeance  of  ano])er  manne. 
[2626]  Eiht  so  sinne]>  pe  lugge  if  he  take  no  vengeance 
of  hem  )>at  hit  haue  deseruedef  [2627]  £foT  Senec  sei])e. 
That  maistere  is  good  ])at  reproue])  schrewesf  [2628] 
And  as  Cassidorye  sei]7e  A  man  drede]?  to  done 
outrages  whan  he  wote  &  knoe)^  pat  it  displese 
fe  luge  &  J>e  8oue?'eyngnes  5  [2629]  IT  And  ano)>ere.  The 
luge  ])at  drede}>  to  done  riht  Make]>  schrewes . 
[2630]  And  seinte  Poule  ]?e  Appostle  sei]7e  in  his  epistle 
wlian  he  writ«J?  vn-to  Jhj  Romaynsf  That  J>e  luge  beren 
nouht  fe  spere  wiJ)-owten  cause  [2631]  hot  J>ei  beren  it 
to  punysshen  fe  schrewes  &  fe  mysdoers  &  to  ^defende 
fe  goode  menf  [2632]  K  30  wilne  fan  take  vengeance 
of  30ure  enemys  30  schol  retoume  or  haue  30ure  lecours 
to  fe  luge  fat  haf  fe  Iurdiccio2^n  vpon  hem.  [2633] 
&  he  schal  punysshe  hem  as  f  e  lawe  axef  &  requiref  f 

[2634]  IT  A  quod  Mellibef  fis  vengeance  lykef  me 
no  finge  f  [2635]  I  be-finke  me  nowe 
howe  fortone  hafe  norisched  me  fro  my  childhode 
And  haf  holpen  me  to  passe  mony  a  strange  place  i  [2636] 
Kow  .1.  wiH  assayene  here  troweinge  wif  goddes  grace  & 
helpe  fat  30  schal  helpe  me  my  schame  for  to  venge 

[2637]  IT  Certes  quod  prudence  if  30  wolne  wirche  be  my 
counseilf  30  schol  nouht  assaye  fortune  be  no  weye  [2638] 
IT  Ne  3e  schol  nouht  lene  or  borwe  vnto  here  after  f  e  worde 
of  Senec.  [2639]  For  finges  fat  bene  folylye  done  & 
fat  biene  in  hope  of  fortune  schal  nener  come  a  good 
ende  [2640]  And  as  fe  same  Senec  seifef  The  more 
clere  &  f e  more  and  fe  more  schineinge  fat  fortune  is  f  f e 
more  brutel  &  fe  sonner  ybroke  sche  isf  [2641]  Trisfcef 
nouht  in  hire  for  sche  is  neyfere  stedfast  ne  stable  f  [2642] 
If  For  whan  f  ou  trowest  to  be  most  sekerd  or  sure  of  liira 
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helpef  Sclie  wil  Faile  ye  &  deceyve  fef  [2643]  IT  And 
'where  as  30  seine  ))at  fortone  ha^  noiisschod  jow  fro  ^oure 
child-bode  f  [2644]  I.  saie  joue  ^at  in  so  muche  schal  30 
Jje  lasse  trust  in  hire  &  in  hire  wittef  [2645]  IT  For  Senec 
6ei]7e .  ]>at  what  man  is  norisched  be  fortune  scbe  make^ 
him  a  grete  foolef  [2646]  IT  Kowe  8e]>en  ^e  desire 
&  axen  vengeance!  And  |ye  vengeance  pat  is  done  after 
J>e  la  we  &  be-fome  fe  luge  ne  likef  jowe  nou^tf  [2647] 
And  vengeance  pat  is  done  in  hope  of  forton  is  peril- 
ous &  vncerteinef  [2648]  Than  haue  je  none  oJ>er 
remedye  i  hot  for  to  haue  ^oure  recours  vnto  ]>e  aou^reyne 
luge  pat  venge])  al  velanyes  &  wronges  [2649] 
And  he  schal  venge  joue  after  ]>at  pi  self  witnesse]>f 
[  ....  no  gap]  [2650]  Lcue]>  J>e  vengeance  to  me 
&  J.  schal  done  it  f 

[2651]  Mellibe  ansewardf  I.  ne  venge  me  nouht  of 
^e  wronge  fat  men  ban  done  to  me  [2652]  .1.  schal  somne  or 
weme  hem  ]>at  haue  done  pis  velany  to  me  And  al 
o))er6  to  done  me  sxLOpere  velanye  [2653]  IF  For  it  is  wreten 
if  ]>ou  take  no  vengeance  of  an  olde  velanye  f  ]>ou  somp- 
nest  ]>ine  adu^y'sarie  to  done  fe  a  newe  velanye  i  [2654] 
[Et  ainsi  par  man  serement  en  souffrant  len  me  f era  font  de 
vUlenie  de  toutes  pars  (Eeg.  19  C  xi,  If  60,  coL  2)]  poX  .L 
myht  ney]>e  ber  it  ne  susteinge  f  [2655]  And .  so  schold  .L 
be  oueresett  And  balden  ouere  lowe  f  [2656]  For  men  seiue 
in  muchel  suf&inge  schold  mony  ]>inges  falle.  vn-to  ])e 
whiche  .1.  schal  nouht  su£&e 

[2657]  IF  Certes  quod  prudence  .1.  grounte  poi 
ouer  muchel  sufi&ance  is  nouht  good  f  [2658]  IF  Bot  ^it  ne 
foulowe])  it  nou3t  pere^oii  psX,  eu^ry  person  to  whom  men 
doone  velanye  take  of  hit  vengeance  i  [2659]  For  psX  appor- 
tene]>  &  longe])  al  only  to  ))e  luge.  For  ]>ei  sdial 
vengen  pe  vilenys  &  pe  inluryes  [2660]  And  ]>erfore 
]>o  tuo  Auctoritees  ]>at  ^e  haue  seide  aboue  ben  only 
vnderstonden  in  pe  lugges  [2661]  IF  For  whan  ]>ei  sufi&en 
ou^re     mechel     ]>e     wronges     &     velanys     be     done 
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frtt/j-OTTteD  punyschinge  f  [2662]  fei  sompne  not  a  iiiau 

onely  for  to  do  newe  wrongesf  hot  fe  commaunde   it 

[2663]  IF  Also  a  wise  mafl  8ei])ef  J^at  ])e  luge  foi  cor-  | 

recte])  nouht  pe  sinner^  f  cominande]>e  &  bidde])  him  to  do  ' 

sinne  [2664]  IF  And  fe  souereignes  &  fe  luges  myhten  in 

hei^  londe  so  muclie  suffure  of  J)e  schrewees  &  fe  mysdoers  i 

[2665]   fat   fei   scholden  be   ^suffrance   be  processe   of 

time  wexen  of  suche  powore  &  myhtf  fat  fei   scbolde 

put  oute   fe   luges   &   fe  souereignes  fro  here    places  f 

[2666]  &  att  fe  last  maken  hem  lesen  here  lordeschippes  f 

[2667]  Bot  lat  vs  nowe  put  fat  30  haue  leue  to 
Terzgen  ^owef  [2668]  If  je  be  nouht  of  myht  &  powere 
as  nowe  to  vengen  30W0  i  [2669]  IF  For  if  je  wiUen  maake 
comparison  vn-to  fe  myht  of  3oure  aduersaries  f  ye  scholne 
finde  in  many  finges  fat  .1.  haue  schewde  30we  afome  f is  f 
fat  here  condicion  is  better  fan  jouresf  [2670]  IF  And 
ferefore  seie  .1.  fat  it  is  good  as  nowe  fat  30  suffre  & 
be  pacient 

[2671]  IF  Forfere  more  3e  knowe.  fat  after  fe 
comune  sawe  it  is  a  wodenesse  a  man  to  striue  a3eines  a 
stronger  ofere  a  more  myhty  man  fan  him  self 
[2672]  ^  And  for  striue  wif  a  man  of  eucn  strenkef  f 
fat  is  to  seie  wif  a  strange  man  as  he  is  it  is  a  p<?nle. 
[2673]  And  for  to  striue  wif  a  weyker  man  it  is  folyf 
[2674]  And  fer-for  scholde  a  man  fly3e  striueinge  as 
muche  as  he  mihtf  [2675]  as  Salomon  seifef  It  is  a 
grete  worschipe  a  man  to  kepe  him  fro  noyse  & 
strif  [2676]  IF  And  if  it  so  be-falle  or  happe  fat  a  man 
of  gretter  myht  &  strengcf  fan  fou  ert  do  fe 
greuance  [2677]  Stodye  d:  besye  fe  rafere  to  stille 
fe  same  greuance  fan  for  to  venge  fe  [2678]  For 
Senec  seife.  fat  he  puttef  him  in  grete  pmle  fat 
stiivef  wif  a  gretter  man  fan  he  him  self  is  [2679] 
IF  And  Caton  seife  if  a  man  of  hiher  astate  or  degre  or 
more  myhte  fan  fou  do  fe  anoye  or  greuance 
BulFre  hime.  [2680]   For  ho  fat  ones  hafe  groued   fe 

36  LANSDOWNK  621    (6-T.  232)       CM«af 200, back] 


SIX-TEXT   233 

OBOUF  B.   §  10.  MELiBEus.  Lansdowno  MS. 

maie  a-nofere  time  releue  )>e  &  helpe  )>ef  [2681]  IF  Jitt 
sett  .1.  caas  {yat  30  haue  bo]>  myht  &  licence  to 
yenge  jowef  [2682]  I.  seie  ]>at  |)ere  bae  mony 
]>inges  p&t  schold  reteyne  ^owe .  of  yengeonce  takeiuge 
[2683]  And  maake  30W  for  to  encline  &  for  to  suf&e  And  for 
to  haue  paciens  in  fe  wronges  ]>at  han  be  done  to 
jowef  [2684]  first  &  forwarde  yf  je  wobie  considero 
fe  defautes  ]>at  bene  in  joure  owen  person  f  [2685] 
fibr  whiche  defautes  god  ba))  sul^d  3owe  to  haue  pta 
tribulacione  as  .1.  baue  seide  30W0  bere  before  f  [2686]  fibr 
]>e  poet  8ei])e  f  That  we  oubten  pacientlye  take  fe  tribu- 
lacions  ]7at  come];  to  ys  whan  we  )>inken  &  consideren 
]>at  we  baue  deserued  to  baue  bem.  [2687]  IF  And  seint 
Gregorie  sei])  wban  a  man  considere]^  wele  pQ 
nombro  of  bis  defautes  &  of  bis  sinnes  [2688]  pe 
peynes  &  pe  tribulacions  )>at  be  8uffre]>  semen  pe 
lasse  yn-to  bime  [2689]  IF  And  alsomucbe  as  bim  J^ink- 
ef  bis  sinnes  ]>e  more  beuy  &  greuous.  [2690]  In  so 
niucbe  seme])  bis  peine,  pe  libter  &  pe  esier  yn-to 
bimf  [2691]  IF  Also  je  owen  to  enclyne  &  to  bowen  ^oure 
berte  to  taken  pe  pacience  of  ouro  [lord]  ib^^i  crist.  As 
eeijje  seint  Peter  in  bis  Epistles  f  [2692]  IF  Ibc^m  crist  be 
seif  ba])e  suffred  for  ys  &  3eucn  ensample  yn-to  euery 
man  for  to  folowe  &  to  sewo  bim  i  [2693]  ifor  be  dide  neuer 
sinne.  ne  neu^re  ne  came  a  yeleyns  worde  out  of  bis 
moufef  [2694]  IF  Whan  men  cursed  him  *  be  cursed  bem 
nouht.  And  wban  men  betene  bim  be  manessed  hem 
noubt  [2695]  ^  -^^  t^  grete  pacie7?s  whiche  p^ 
seintez  {^at  bien  in  pcrradise  haue  badde  in  tribulacions  pat 
pel  haue  sufferd  wi)?-oute»  her  desert  or  gCt  [2696] 
oubt  muche  to  stire.  ^Jowe  to  pacience 5  [2697]  [Aprez  moult 
te  dots  endiner  a  pacience  ce  (Reg.  19  C  xi,  If  60  bk,  coL  2)] 
[2698]  consideringe  Jjat  pe  t^-ibulacions  of  J>is  werlde  hot 
litel  while  endure]?  i  &  sone  passed  biene  &  gone  f 
[2699]  And  pQ  loye  ]7at  man  seke]?  to  haue  by 
pacience    in    tribulacione    is    p&rdurable    After    ]7at    p^ 
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Apostele  seife  in  pis  epistle  [2700]  ^  The  loye  of  god  he 
Beipe  is  perdurable  ]>at  is  to  seio  eu^  lasteinge/f/  [2701] 
Also  trowe])  &  beleue))  stedfastlje  ]>at  is  nouht  "wele 
y-norisched  ue  wele  y-taulit  pat  can  nouht  haue  pacience . 

[ no  gap]  [2702]  IF  For  Salomon,  seipe ; 

))at  pQ  doctrine  of  pQ  witte  of  man  it  knowen  be 
pacience  1  [2703]  And  in  anojjere  place  he  6ei]>e.  He 
pat  is  pacient  gouerne))  him  be  grete  prudence!  [2704] 
And  jut  Salomon  8ei))e.  )>e  Angry  &  pe  wuj^ful 
man  make))  noysf  and  pe  pacient  man  attempre]) 
him  &  stille  him  [2705]  U  He  seijie  also  it  is  more 
wor))e  to  be  riht  pacient  ]>at  to  be  riht  stronge  f  [2706]  And 
he  pat  may  haue  pe  lorschip  of  his  owen  hert  is 
more  to  preisef  pan  he  pat  be  his  force  &  strengep 
takep  grete  Citees  [2707]  U  And  perfor  seip  seint 
lame  in  his  apistle  pat  pacience  is  a  grete  vertue  of 
perfeccione . 

[2708]  IF  Certes  qitod  Mellibe  .1.  graunte  30 we  dame 
prudence,  pat  pacience  is  a  grete  vertue  of  Perfeccione. 
[2709]  Bot  euery  man  maie  not  haue  pe  perfeccion  pat  30 
sechen  [2710]  II  !N"e  .L  ne  am  not  of  pe  nombre  of  riht  p^ir- 
fite  me[7i].  [2  7 11]  ffbr  myne  herte  may  neuer  bue  in 
pees  vntd  pe  time  it  be  venged.//  [2712]  And  al  be  it  so 
pat  it  was  grete  pmle  to  myne  enemys  to  done  a 
velany  in  takeinge  vengeance  vpon  me.  [2713]  jit 
token  pei  none  hcde  of  pe  pe/ile  bot  fuMlden  here 
wikked  "vvil  &  here  corage  [2714]  IF  And  pere-fore  me 
penkep  pat  men  ouht  not  to  rep'oue  me  peihe  .1.  putte  me 
in-to  a  litel  pprile  for  to  avenge  me  f  [2715]  And  pouhe  .1.  do 
a  grete  excesse  f  pat  is  to  saie  f  pat  .1.  do  a  vengeance  outrage 
be  a-noper  i 

[2716]  IF  A  quod  Dame  prudence  je  seyne  ^oure  wil 
&  as  joue  likep  [2717]  IF  Bot  in  no  caas  of  pe  werlde  a 
man  schold  nouht  done  outrage  ne  excesse  for  to  avengen 
him  [2718]  ^  For  Cassidori  seipef  That  as  yuel  dope 
he    pat  avongep   him  be  outrage  f    As  he  pat  dope  pe 
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outrage  f  [2719]  And  fere-fore  30  schollen  venge  30W  after 
fe  order  of  rihtf  fat  is  to  eeine  be  ]>e  lawef  nouht 
be  excesse  ne  be  outrage!  [2720]  Also  If  3e  wil 
yenge  30W  of  ])e  outrage  of  joure  aduersaries  in  o]>ere 
nianere  ])an  nht  commande]?  30  synnenf  [2721] 
IT  Therefore  seijje  Senec  That  a  ma/*  schal  neuere  venge 
schrewnesse  by  schrewdnesse  f  [2722]  a[n]d  if  he  sei© 
J>at  riht  axef  to  defende  violence  be  violence! 
An  feihtinge  be  feyhtingef  [2723]  Certes  3e  seie  soj^e 
whan  fe  defence  is  done  riht  anone  wi]7-outen  int^rualle  or 
wit^-owten  tarynge  or  delaye  [2724]  for  to  defenden  him 
&  nouht  for  to  vengeu  himf  [2725]  And  it  be-houej^ 
]>at  a  man  putte  suche  temperance  in  his  defense 
[2726]  fat  men  liaue  no  cause  ne  Matire  to  reproue 
him  fat  defendef  him  of  excesse  &  outrage.  [Car  au- 
irement  Cc  aeroit  co7ttre  droit  et  cojitre  raison  (Reg.  19  C  xi}] 
[2727]  IF  Parde  3e  wote  wele  fat  3e  maake  no  defense 
as  nowe  for  to  defende  3owe.  hot  for  to  venge  3owe 
[2728]  %  And  80  sewef  it  fat  30  haue  no  wil  to  3oure 
dede  attempcrally  f  [2729]  And  f^-e-for  me  fiukef  fat 
pacience  is  goode  IF  For  Salomon  seifef  he  fat  is  nouht 
pa^ciont  schal  haue  grete  harme 

[2730]  IF  Certes  quod  Mellibe  .1.  groimt  wele  fat 
whan  a  man  is  vnpacient  &  wrof e  of  fat  fat  touchef 
hjm  nouht  <&  fat  at  appe?*teignef  nouht  to  him  f  fouht  it 
harme  him  it  is  no  wondere  [2731]  for  fe  lawe  seifef 
he  fat  is  coupable  f  fat  entre-metef  him  or  medelef  him  wif 
suche  finges  as  perteignef  nouht  to  himf  [2732]  IT  And 
Salomon  seife.  That  he  fat  entermetef  him  of  fe 
noyse  &  f e  stnf  of  a>nof ere  man  is  like  to  hime  fat  takef 
an  hunde  be  fe  eresf  [2733]  ffbr  riht  as  he  fat  take 
a  strange  honde  be  fe  eres  is  ofere  while  beten  wif 
fe  honde  f  [2734]  riht  in  fe  same  wise  it  fe  resovn  fat 
he  haue  hanne.  fat  by  his  inpacience  medelef  him  of 
f  e  noyc^  of  anof  ere  man  f  wher  as  it  apperteinef  nouht  vnto 
him  [2735]  IF  Bot   36  knowen  wele  fat   fis  dedef  fat 
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is  to  seie  my  greue  &  my  disese  touched  me  riht 
nyhe.  [2736]  IF  And  fere-for  ])eih  .1.  be  wrofe  &  im- 
pacientf  it  la  no  merveile  [2737]  ^  And  saueinge  ^oure 
grace  .1.  can  nou3t  see  fat  it  myht  gretly  harme 
J>eih.  .1.  take  vengeance  [2738]  ffor  .1.  am  more  Eicher  & 
myhte  fan  myne  enemys  biene  [2739]  ^  -^^  yr^^B 
knowe  30  fat  be  mony  &  he  haueinge  grete  posses- 
sions bion  al  finge  of  fis  world  gouemede  f  [2740] 
And  Salomon  seif  AH  finges  obeyne  to 
money  f 

[2741]  IT  Whan  prwdence  had  herd  hir  husbonde 
to  avannten  him  of  his  riches  &  of  his  monye  f  &  dispreyse- 
inge  of  f  e  pouer  of  his  aduersaries  f  Sche  spak  &  seide  on 
fis  wise  [2742]  [Certe^  treschier  sires]  .1.  graunte  fat 
^e  be  riht  riche  &  myhtyf  [2743]  &  fat  fe  risches 
bien  goode  to  hem  fat  haue  wele  geten  hem.  &  fat 
wele  can  vsen  hem  [2744]  ^  For  riht  as  fe  body  of 
man  maie  no^t  leue  witAouten  soidef  ne  more  may  it 
lene  wif-outen  tempcrale  godes  [2745]  ^  And  be  rich- 
es may  a  man  geten  him  grace  5  [2746]  IT  And 
f er-for  seife  Famphilles  f  If  any  goddes  doubter  he  seif e 
be  riche  i  sche  maie  chese  he  seife  of  a  f  ousand  men  •  \legud 
quelle  veiUt  pour  majy  [2747]  Et  de  mil  (MS  Reg.  19  C  zi, 
leaf  61,  back,  coL  1)]  one  wil  not  for-saken  bur  ne  refaysen 
hire.  [2748]  ^  And  fis  Pamphiles  seife  al  so  if  fou  be 
riht  happef  fat  is  to  seie  if  fou  be  riht  riche  fou 
schalt  finde  a  grete  nombre  of  frendes  &  felawes  [2749] 
IT  And  if  f i  fortun  chatenchef  fat  if  fou  wex  pore  i  ffare 
wele  frenchipp  &  phelauschipe  f  [2750]  ffor  fou  schalt  b© 
alone  wif-outen  any  company .  hot  if  be  fe 
compaigne  of  good  folke  [2751]  IF  And  3itte  seife  fts 
Pamphiles  more  oueref  fat  fei  fat  bien  «fralle  & 
bonde  of  lignage  scholne  be  maade  worf  e  Ss  noble  be 
richessef  [2752]  And  riht  so  as  be  ryches  fere 
comen  mony  godes  f  Riht  so  be  pouert  comef 
mony  harmes   &  yuelsf   [2753]  flfor  grete  pouerte  co»- 
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streyne^  a  man  to  done  mony  yuels  [2754]  IT  And  fer^ 
for  clepef  Cassidor.  pouert.  J>e  moder  of  ruyen. 
[2755]  ]>at  is  to  seie  ye  moder  of  ou^re  ^roweinge.  or 
fallinge  donne.  [2756]  And  perfor  seif  Pers  Alphons. 
One  of  fe  grettest  ada^rsarie  of  ]>ia  werlde  isf  [2757] 
vhan  a  &e  be  kinde  or  of  bir]>e  is  constreyned 
be  pouert  to  eten  fe  almes  of  his  enemyef  [2758]  V  And 
])e  same  sei]?.  Innocent  In  one  of  bis  bokes  sei^ 
^at  fe  sorwe'Fol  &  fe  mys  bappe  is  ye  condicion  of  a  pouer 
beggere .  [2759]  ffor  if  He  axef  nooht  his  mete  he  deye)>  for 
hungeraf  [2760]  And  if  he  ax  he  deye]>  for  schamef 
And  algates  necessite  constreine|>  him  to  axe .  [2761] 
And  )wr>for  eeip  Salomon!  ))at  better  is  to  deie  pan 
to  hane  suche  pouert  f  [2762]  ^ut  sei]>  Salo- 
mon f  pat  better  is  to  deie  of  bitter  depe  )»an  for  to 
leue  in  suche  wisef  [2763]  Be  yea  resotms  ]>at  .1. 
haue  seide  ynto  ^owe  f  and  be  mony  oyei^  resons  ^t  .1 
cou)»e  seil  [2764]  I  graunt  jowe  wele  ysX  riches  bene 
-good  to  hem  yaX  geten  hem  welef  &  to  hem  Jjat  wele 
vsen  hem.  [2765]  And  per-fore  wil  .1.  schewe 
yywe  howe  30  scha}!  haue  ^owe  f  [eti  amassant  les 
TtcheaMe  et  en  want  de  eeUes  (MS  Keg.  19  C  xi, 
lf61,back,  col  2.)] 

2766]  %  First  ^e  schol  geten  hem  w/t^-oute  grete 
desire  be  goode  leyser  so-keingly  &  nouht  ouere  Hastelyf 
[2767]  ffor  a  man  Jmt  is  to  desireinge  to  gette  riches f 
aboundenep  him  first  to  peftf  &  to  ati:  oyere  yuels  f 
[2768]  And  p6re-fore  seip  Salomon.  He  yeX  hasiep 
him  ouere  besilye  to  wax  riche  schal  be  none  Innocent  f 
[2769]  He  seipe  also  ]Nit  ye  richesse  pat  hastely  oommep  to 
a  man.  Sone  &  lyhtly  gope  &  passep  &o  a  manf 
[2770]  Y  But  pat  richesse  pat  commep  liteii  &  lytel 
wexip  alweie  &  multipliepf  [2771]  IT  And  sire  30  schal 
gefe  richesse  ynouhe  be  30wre  witte  &  be  3our0  trauaile  vnto 
•'3oure  profite  [2772]  And  pat  wip-owten  wronge  or  hanne  5 
doinge  to  any   op<;re    person!    [2773]    ^  ^^^  f«  hk'we 
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8ei))e  pere  make])  no  man  him  self  nche  if  he  do 
harme  to  aDo])ere  wyghtl  [2774]  [Car  la  loy  dit  qjie 
droit  et  nature  deffent  gue  nulz  ne  se  face  riche  au 
dommaige  dautruy  (MS  Reg.  19  C  xi,  If  62,  coL  1)] 
[2775]  IT  And  Tullius  aeipe  p&t  no  sorwe  ne  no  drede 
of  de]7e  ne  no  plage  ^at  male  faH  to  a  man  [2776] 
is  80  muche  a^eines  nature^  As  a  man  to  encrese  his 
owen  prohte  to  pe  harme  of  anopere  man '  [2777]  And  ]>ouhe 
^e  grete  men  &  pe  riche  men  geten  richesse  More 
lihtly  ^an  ))out  [2778]  3it  schalt  ]>ou  nouhtbien  ydel  ne 
slowe  to  done  ]>i  pr(?fitt  i  ffor  po\i  schalt  in  al  wise  fli3e 
ydelnesse  •  [27  79]  U  For  Salomon .  sei]>ei  ))at  Idelnesso  teche]> 
a  man  to  done  many  yuelsf  [2780]  And  eke  he 
8ei|y  )>at  he  |)at  trauaile^  &  bysi))  him  to  tilien 
his  londe  schal  eten  brede  [2781]  Bot  ])at  is  Idel  & 
caste])  him  nouht  to  do  no  besines  ne  occupacioim  schal  faU 
in-to  pouert  &  deye  for  himgerf  [2782]  And  he  ])at  is 
ydel  &  slowhe  ne  can  neu^r  finde  couenable  time  For  to 
done  his  profite  [2783]  ^  For  ])ere  is  a  versihot^r  pat  sei])e 
^e  ydel  man  excuse^  him  in  winter  because  of  pe 
grete  coldcf  and  in  somer  be  cause  of  ^e  grete  hetef 
[2784]  ffor  pea  causez  sei))e  Cato&f  Wake])  &  enclyne^ 
30W  nou3t  oucf'e  mechel  for  to  slepe  For  ouere  muche  rust 
cause])  &  norische])  mony  vices  [2785]  V  And  Jjerefore 
6ei])e  seinte  lerome  Dope  some  goode  dedes  pat  pe  deuel 
whiche  is  oxxre  enmye  ne  finde  ^owe  vn-occupiedf 
[2786]  IF  For  pe  deuel  ne  take])  nou^t  lihtly  vn-to  his  worche- 
inge  suche  as  he  finde])  yoccupied  in  good  werkes  f 

[2787]  ^  Than  pua  in  geteinge  riches  je 
mot  flije  ydelnesse!  [2788]  &  afterward  30  scholne  vse 
pe  richesse  pe  whiche  3e  haue  getten  be  ^oure  witte  Ss  be 
3oure  trauayle  [2789]  In  suche  a  maner  )}at  men 
halden  30we  nouht  scarce  ne  to  spareinge  ne  to  foole  large  f 
])at  is  to  seie  ouere  large  a  spender  f  [2790]  For  riht  as 
men  blam  an  auarous  man  be  cause  of  his  scarstef 
&    ^inkeinge    [2791]    in   same   wisef    he  is  to   blame 
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Jat  spendejj  ouer  largely.  [2792]  *1I  An  fer-for  sejfe 
catonf  Yse  ]>6  richesse  f&t  {you  hast  goten 
[2793]  in  suche  manor  {^at  men  liaue  no  matier  ne  ' 
cause  to  clepe  ^e  wreche  ne  chinche  [2794] 
For  it  is  grete  schame  to  a  man  to  haue  a  pouer  hert 
&  a  riche  puree  [2795]  IT  He  seife  also  ])e  goodes  pat 
pou  haste  goten  vse  hem  be  Mesurof  pat  is  to  seine 
spend  mesurahlyef  [2796]  for  J>ei  pat  folely  wasten 
&  dispenden  pe  goodes  fat  fei  haue  [2797]  whan 
fei  haue  no  more  propre  of  hire  owen  i  fei  schapen  hem 
to  tak  fe  goodes. of  a-nofere  manf  [2798]  I  seie  fan 
fat  he  schal  ffle  auarice  [2799]  vseinge  ^oure  riches 
in  suche  manere  fat  men  seie  nouht  fat  joure  richesse 
hue  yberedf  [2800]  Bot  fat  ^e  haue  hem  in  jouro 
miht  &  in  ^oure  weldeinge  [2801]  IT  ffor  a  wiseman 
reprouef  fe  auerouce  manf  And  scife  fus  in  in  tuo 
versf  [2802]  Wher-to  &  Whi  berif  a  man  his 
goodes  be  his  auarice  And  knowefe  wele  fat  nedes 
most  he  deye  5  [2803]  flfor  [dcf  ]  is  f  e  ende  offe  enerj  man 
as  in  fis  present  liff  [2804]  and  for  fat  cause  <& 
enchesoune  loynef  he  him  or  knyttef  he  him  so  fast 
vn-to  his  goodes  f  [2805]  fat  al  his  wittes  mowe  nouht 
deseuern  him  or  departe  him  fro  his  goodes  f 
[2806]  And  knowefe  wele  or  ouht  to  knowe  fat  whan  he 
is  dede  he  schal  not  here  it  oute  of  fe 
werlde  wif  him  i  [2807]  And  f ere-for  seif  sein  Austine  fat 
fe  Auerouce  man  is  likkened  vn-to  heU  f  [2808]  fat  fe 
more  it  desireff  fe  more  it  swelowef  & 
deuouref  f  [2809]  IT  And  also  wele  as  je  wolde  eschewe  to  ben 
ycleped  an  averous  man  or  a  chinche  [2810]  As  wele 
Bcholde  3e  gouenie  30 we  &  kepe  30we  in  suche  a  wise 
fat  men  clepe  30W  nouht  to  large  [281 1]  IT  fer-fore  Tnllius 
seifef  The  goodes  he  seife  of  fine  house  scholde 
not  be  hidde  ne  kepped  in  close  bot  fat  fei  myht 
ben  opende  wif  pite .  &  wif  debonartef  [2812]  II  fat  is  to 
sei     3ef     hem    parte     fat     haf     grete     nede     [2813] 
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2^6  fi  goodcs  schal  nou^t  be  so  open  to  ben  euerj 
maiines  goodes.  [2814]  Afterwarde  in  geteinge  of  joure 
licliesse  &  in  vseinge  hem  ^e  scliolne  alweie  haue  jirei 
^inges  in  30iire  berte  f  [2815]  [Cest  aasauoir  dieu  conscience 
et  bonne  fame  [2816]  Tu  dois  donqves  auoir  dieu  eu  ton  ceur 
(MS  Reg.  19  C  xi,  If  62,  bk,  coL  1)]  [2817]  And  for  no 
richesse  je  scbolne  do  no  ))inge  ]7at  male  displesatmce  to 
god  \ton  creafeur]  [2818]  IT  For  after 
J^e  worde  of  Salomon.  It  is  better  to  haue  a  litel  goodo 
wij)  |>e  loue  of  godl  [2819]  ]7an  to  baue  muche  goode 
&  tresor  &  lese  )>e  loue  of  his  lorde  god  f  [2820] 
And  ])e  prc;phit  aeipei  J^at  better  it  is  to  be  a 
good  man  &  haue  litel  goode  &  tresourf  [2821]  pan.  to 
be  holden  a  schrewe  &  to  haue  grete  richesse  [2822] 
IT  Jit  seye  .1.  forfer  moref  fat  30  seal 
done  joure  bisines  to  geten  30 we  rechesse  [2823]  so  fat 
3e  geten  hem  wif  good  conscience  [2824]  ^  And  fe  Apostle 
seife  fat  fere  is  no  f inge  in  fis  werlde  of  "whiche  we 
scholne  haue  so  grete  loye  as  when  oure  concience  beref 
Ys  good  wittenessef  [2825]  And  fe  wise  man  seifef  The 
substance  of  a  man  is  ful  good  whan  sinne  is  nouht  in 
maTznes  conscience  f  [2826]  U  After  warde  m  gettinge  of  30ure 
richesse  f  And  in  vsinge  of  hem  [2827]  30W  must  haue 
grete  besinesse  &  gi'ote  diligence  fat  3oure  good 
name  be  al  weie  kepped  <&  conserued  [2828]  IT  For  Salo- 
mon seifef  fat  better  it  is  &  more  aveilef  a  man 
to  haue  goode  name  fan  to  haue  grete  richesse  f 
[2829]  And  ^ferfore  he  seife  in  anofere  place  f  Dof  grete 
diligence  seife  Salomon!  in  kepeinge  of  fi  frende  &  of 
fi  goode  name  [2830]  for  it  schal  longer  abide  wif 
fe  [fan]  any  tresor  be  it  neu6J?'e  so  precious  5  [2831] 
And  certes  he  scholde  not  be  cleped  a  gentil  man  fat 
after  god  &  good  conscience  al  f inges  left  fat  ne  dofe 
his  besines  ne  diligence  to  kepen  his  goode  name 
[2832]  IT  And  Cassidorie  seife  fat  it  is  signe  of  a  goode 
hert  whan  a  man  louef  &  desiref  to  haue  a  goode  name  i 
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[3833]  An  feriore  aeif  seip  seint  Austine  fai  fere 
beene  tuo  {binges  psi  bien  necessarie  &  nedefuH. 
[2834]  And  ]>at  is  good  conscience  [2835] 
to  fine  owen  person 

in^yaTdef  &  good  loos  of  ]>in  neihbour  outewarde 
[2836]  And  he  {yat  trustxi|)  him  so  muchel  in  his  goode 
conscience  [2837]  fat  he  dispisef 

his  good  name  or  loos  and  lekkef  nou3t 
to  kepe  his  goode  name  f  nys  hot  a  cruel  cherlle 

[2838]  IT  Sire  nowe  haue  .1.  schewde  30W  howe  ^e  schol 
done  in  geteinge  of  richesse  &  howe  ^e  scholne  vsen  hem  i 
[2839]  And  .L  se  wele  fat  for  fe  trust  fat  ye  haue  in 
rechesse  ^e  wol  men  Bataile  &  werref  [2840] 
IT  I  counseH  ^owe  fat  ^e  be-gynne  no  werre  in  trust  of 
joure  richesse.  For  fei  sufficen  nouht  werres  to  main- 
tene  [2841]  IT  And  f  erf  ore  seif  a  Philosofre  That 
a  man  desiref  &  vfil  algates  haue  werre :  schal 
neuer  haue  sufficeance.  [2842]  For  fe  richer  fat  he  is 
f  e  gretter  dispence  mote  he  make  f  If  he  wiH  haue  wor> 
schippe  &  victorief  [2843]  -^^  Salomon  seifef  fat  fe 
gretter  richesse  fat  a  man  haf e  f  f e  more  despendouies  he 
hafef  [2844]  ^  And  dere  sir  al  be  it  so  f  fat  for  ^oure 
richesse  ^e  mai  haue  muche  folkef  [2845]  ^^tte  behouef 
it  nouht  ne  it  is  nou3t  goode  to  beginne  wen*e  f  where  as  30 
maie  in  ofere  manere  haue  pees  vnto  30ure  worschip 
&  p7*f?phitef  [2846]  For  fe  victories  of  batailles  fat  bien 
in  fis  werlde  lyfe  nou3t  in  grete  nombro  of  multitude  of 
peple  in  fe  vertue  of  man .  [2847]  Bot  it  life  in 
fe  wiH  &  in  fe  hande  of  oure  lorde  ihe^m  cristf 
[2848]  ^  And  fere-fore  ludas  Machabeus  whiche  was 
goddes  knyht  f  [2849]  Whan  he  schold  feyhten  a^eines  his 
aduersaries  fat  hadd  a  gretter  nombre  i  &  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of  folkef  &  stronger  fan  was  fe  peple  of  Macha- 
bef  [2850]  3it  he  comford  his  litel  compaigne  & 
seide  rilit  in  fis  wisef  [2851]  IF  As  lihtly  quod  ho 
may  oure  lorde  god  almyhty  3eue  victori  to  fewe  folkef 
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as  to  mony  folke  [2852]  ffor  ]7e  victorie  of  Baiaile  comme^ 
nouht  be  grete  nombre  of  peple  f  [2853]  Bot  it  comine]> 
fro  oure  lorde  of  heuenf  [2854]  And  dere  siie  for 
also  muchel  as  )>ere  is  noman  certeine  i  if  it  be  wor)>i  ]>at 
god  ^if  him  victorie  [n^ant  plvs  se  U  est  certain  se  II  est 
digne  de  laniour  de  dieu]  or  noujt  i  After 
fat  Salomon  sei])  f  [2855]  Therfor  eiiery  man  schold  gretely 
drede  werres  to  be-ginne  [2856]  ^  And  be-cause  )>at  in 
Batailes  scholne  fallen  mony  pmlesf  [2857]  And  happefe 
opere  while  i  fat  as  sone  is  pe  gi-eto  man  sleyne  f  as  fe  lytel 
man  f  [2858]  IT  And  as  it  [is]  wreten  in  pe  secunde  boke  of 
kinges!  The  dedes  of  Bataile  been  aduenterous  & 
vncerteinf  [2859]  fTor  as  lybtly  as  one  is  hnrte  wif  a 
Bpere  ^as  a-noj>erf  [2860]  And  fere-fore  it  is  grete  perile  in 
werre  IT  Ther-fore  scbolde  men  flee  &  eschewe  werre  in 
as  muchel  as  a  man  male  goodly  f  [2861]  IT  For  Salomon 
seif e  he  fat  louef  perile  i  scbal  fal  in  pmle 

[2862]  IT  After  fat  dame  Prudence  had  spoken  in 
fis  manere  Mellibe  anseward  &  seidef  [2863]  ^  I.  see 
wele  dame  Prudence  fat  be  ^owre  faire  wordes  &  be 
joure  resouns  fat  [vous  meitez  auant  que]  f e  werre  likef 
30W  no  f inge  f  [2864]  Bot  .1.  haue  nouht  ^it  herde  joure  wise 
counsele  how  .1.  scbal  do  in  f  is  nede  i 

[2865]  IT  Certes  quod  sche  .1.  counseile  jowe  to 
accorde  with  30ure  aduersaries  '&  fat  ^e  haue  pees 
wif  hemf  [2866]  IT  For^seinte  lames  seife  [e?i  ses  epiatrel  \tsenim», 
fat  be  Concorde  &  pees  fat  smale  Eichesse  waxen  ir  68,001.2.] 
grete  [2867]  And  be  debate  &  discorde  grete  riches 
fiallen  dounef  [2868]  And  je  knowen  fat  of  fe 
grettest  &  most  souereine  finge  fat  is  in  fis  werlde 
is  vnite  &  peesf  [2869]  IF  And  ferfore  seide  oure  lorde 
iheOTi  crist  to  his  Apostles  in  fis  wise  [2870]  IT  Wei 
happy  &  blissed  be  fei  fat  louen  &  purchasen 
peesf  For  fei  bien  cleped  fe  childeme  of  godf  [2871]  IT  A 
q?/od  Mellibe  f  No  we  .1.  se  wele  30  loue  nouht  my  honour 
ne  my  worschippe.    [2872]  Je  knowen  wele  fat   myne 
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adu^Tsaries  hane  begon  ])is  debate .  [ei  la  brigue  par  lair 
otdtrutge]  [2873]  And  ^e  seen  wele  ]>at  )>ei  neuer  queren  ne 
preyne  me  nouht  of  pees  f  ne  J^ei  axe  me  nouht  to  be  recon- 
ailed  f  [2874]  Wil  ^e  ]>an  j^at  .1.  go  meke  me  & 
obeye  me  to  hem  &  crye  hem  Mercyei  [2875]  ffor  so j>e 
])at  were  not  my  worschipef  [2876]  ilbr  riht  as  men  seine 
J»at  ouer  grete  humblesse  eiigender])  despisinge.  So 
faiefe  it  be  to  grete  humilite  &  mekenease 

[2877]  IF  J)an  by-gan  dam  prudence  to  make  sem- 
blante  of  wra)))>ef  &  seide  [2878]  certes  sire  saue 
3onre  grace  i  I  loue  3onre  honour  &  ^oure  profite  as  .1.  do 
myn  owen.  &  ener  haue  done  [2879]  ^®  3®  ^®  ^<^^® 
o^ere  sawe  neuer  J>e  cowtraryef  [2880]  ^  And.  jit  if  .1. 
hadde  seide  30  scholde  haue  purchased  ^e  pees  & 
pG  leconsiliacion  f  I.  hadde  nouht  mechel  mestaken  me 
ne  .1.  saide  amysf  [2881]  fTor  ^e  wise  man  seij^e.  The  dis- 
cencion  be-ginne])  be  ano]>ere  manf  &  ]>e  reconsileinge 
be-ginne^  be  fi  self  [2882]  ^  An  ]>e  profet  sei)>ef 
fflye  schrewdenesse  &  do  goodnesse  f  [2883]  Seche  pees  & 
folowe  it  in  al  so  muche  as  in  ]7e  is  f  [2884]  Jit  sei]>  he  nouht 
je  schoUen  ])e  raj»er  pursewe  lo  joure  aduersarie 
))an  pei  schollen  to  30 we  [2885]  IF  for  .1.  knowe  wele  30 
bene  so  haide  y-herted  )>at  3e  wil  do  no  ^inge  for  me. 
[2886]  IT  And  Salomon .  8ei]>ef  ]>at  he  pat  ha}>e  ouer  harde 
an  hert  f  atte  pe  last  he  schal  myshapp  &  mystide  1 

[2887]  Whan  MeUibe  had  herde  dame  produce 
maake  semblant  of  wra}>)>e  he  seide  in  \>is  wise.  [2888] 
Dame  .1.  preio  30we  fat  30  be  nouht  displesed  of  J^inges 
J>at  .1.  seie  3owe  [2889]  ^  For  30  knowe  wele  fat  .L  [am] 
angry  &  wro))e  &  pai  is  no  wonder  [2890]  And  ]k>  ]>at 
been  wro))e  weten  nouht  wele  what  pei  done  i  ne  what  pel 
seine  f  [2891]  Where-fore  pe  prophete  seifef  pa,t 
troubled  eyen  hane  none  clere  siht  [2892]  Bot  8itte])e 
&  counsele])  me  riht  as  3e  list  f  For  f  I  am  redy  to  done 
riht  as  3e  wol  desire  [2893]  IT  And  if  3e  reproue  me  of  my 
folye  .1.   am    more  holden   to   loue    30we    &  to  preise 
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jowe .  [2894]  For  Salomon  se]])e  he  J^at  reproue^ 
him  J)at  dojj  folye  [2895]  he  schal  finde  gretter  grace 
^an  he  )>at  disceyue))  him  be  wordes . 

[2896]  Than  seide  dame  Prudence  .1.  make  no 
Bembland  of  wrajjfe  ne  of  anger  hot  for  ^oure  owen  profit . 
[2897]  For  Salomon  seijje  ^IT  He  is  more  worfe  Jjat  re- 
prouef  or  chide})  a  foole  for  his  foly  scheweinge  him 
semblant  of  wra])}>ef  [2898]  pan  he  p&t  supporte))  him 
&  preise])  him  in  his  mys-doinge  &  laahe))  att  his 
folye  [2899]  ^  -^^  {'^^  Salomon  seip  affterwardef 
]>at  by  pe  sorweful  visage  of  manf  ]>at  is  to  seyef  be 
ye  sory  &  pe  heny  countenance  of  a  man  [2900]  fe  foole 
correcte]}  &  amende  him  selfe 

[2901]  IT  Than  seide  Mellibef  IT  I  schal  nouht  kon  An- 
sewere  vn-to  so  mony  resons  as  30  putte^  to  me  & 
8chewej)5  [2902]  seife  schortly  ^oure  wiH  &  30ure  con- 
seile  And  .1.  am  redy .  to  ffulfille  Sc  performe 

[2903]  IT  Than  Dame  Prudence  discouerd  aH  hire  wiH 
vn-to  him  &  seide  f  [2904]  I  counsel  ^owe  q^iod  sche 
abouen  aH  )>iiige  f  }>at  30  maken  pes  be-twene  god  ^ 
jowef  [2905]  &  befe  reconsilede  vn-to  him  &  to  his 
grace  [2906]  For  as  .L  haue  seide  30 we  here  be-fomef  God 
hsLpe  suffred  jowe  to  haue  p\a  trtbulacione  &  disese.  for 
3oure  sinnes  f  [2907]  And  if  30  done  as  .1.  seie  30we  god  will 
sonde  30wre  aduersaries  vnto  jowef  [2908]  &  maaken  hem 
to  fallen  att  3oure  fete  rede  to  done  3oure  wiH  &  yodre  co?w- 
mandement  [2909]  IT  For  Salomon  seijje  whan  fe  con- 
dicione  is  plesant  &  likeande  vnto  godf  [2910]  He 
chaunge))  pe  hertes  of  mannes  adu6;'saries  f  &  con- 
streynej)  hem  to  besechen  him  of  pees  &  of  grace  f 
[291 1]  &  ,1.  praye  jowe  lete  me  speke  wip  3oure  aduc^-saries 
in  pnue  place  f  [2912]  for  fei  schol  not  knowe  J)at  it 
be  30ure  witt  or  3oure  assent  f  [2913]  And  J>an  whan 
.1.  knowe  her  wil  and  here  assent  f  I.  may  counsel  3oue 
'  more  surely  f 

[2914]  IT  Dame  q?/od  Mellibef   dope  ^oure  wiH  & 
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joure  likeinge.   [2915]  For  .L  putfce  me  I10I7  in  jouie 
disposicione  &  ordinance . 

[2916]  IT  Than  dame  prudence  whan  sche  8awe  Jye 
good  wil  of  of  hire  husbonde  i  Sche  delyuerly  toke  a-vise  in 
hez'  self  [2917]  ))inkinge  ho  we  sche  myht  bringe  pia 
neede  vnto  a  good  conclusione  &  to  a  good  endef 
[2918]  And  whan  sche  sawe  hire  time  f  sche  sente  for  p& 
aduersaries  to  come  to  hire  into  A  pn'ue  place! 
[2919]  And  schewde  wisely  vnto  hem  J^e  grete  goodenesse 
p&t  commef  of  Feesf  [2920]  And  pe  grete  harmes  & 
p^ils  J^at  bene  in  werref  [2921]  And  seiden  to  hem  in 
goodelj  manere  howe  fst  hem  au3ten  to  haue  grete  ro> 
pentance  [2922]  of  )>e  iniury  &  )>e  wronge  pat  ]7ei 
hadden  done  to  Mellibe  hera  lorde  an  vnto  hire  &  vnto 
hire  douhtere  f 

[2923]  And  whan  j^ei  herden  ]>e  good  wordes  of 
dame  prudence  f  [2924]  ]7ei  weren  so  supprised  & 
rauysshed  &  hadden  so  grete  loye  of  hire  fat  wonder 
was  to  tetif  [2925]  IF  A  lady  quod  Jjei  ^e  haue  schewde 
vn-to  vs  pQ  blisse  of  swettnesse  after  Jje  sawe  of 
dauid  pe  profettef  [2926]  For  pe  reconsileinge  whichc  ))at 
we  ne  be  not  wor])i  to  haue  in  no  manere  f  [2927]  IF  Bot  we 
ouhten  to  require  it  wife  grete  contricione  &  huwilitef 
[2928]  je  of  joure  grete  goodnesse  haue  presented  vnto  vsf 
[2929]  IF  No  we  see  we  wele  fat  pe  conscience  &  fe  conynge 
of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe.  [2930]  For  he  seife  fat 
swette  wordes  multiplien  &  encresen  frendes  f  And 
maken  schrewes  to  be  debonaire  &  meke  f 

[2931]  II  Certe  quod  fei  we  putte  oure  dede  & 
al  oure  matier  &  cause  &  holy  in-to  3owre  good  willef 
[2932]  &  bene  redy  to  obeye  to  fe  speclie  of  fe  commando- 
ment  of  my  lorde  Mellebel  [2933]  IF  And  ferfore  dere 
&  benyngne  lady  f  we  preyne  jowe  &  be-sechen  ^owe  as 
we  kon  &  mowen  [2934]  fat  ^fat  it  like  vn-to 
3oure  grete  goodnesse  to  ful-fille  in  dede  joure  goode 
wordes     [2935]     IT    For   we    considem    &    knoweleche 
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^at  we  haue  offended  &  gieued  my  lorde  Mellibe  oute  of 
reson  &  mesure  [2936]  so  fer  for]>e  ])at  we  be  nouht  of  pouere 
to  maken  him  amendesf  [2937]  And  ^ere-fore  we  oblige 
TB  &  ouie  £rende8  for  to  done  al  his  wille  & 
commandement  [2938]  Bot  peraduenture  he  ha])e  suche 
heuynesse  &  suche  wvsLppe  to  yb  warde  because  of  our^ 
offense f  [2939]  ]>at  [he]  wil  enioyne  vs  suche  peyno 
as  we  male  nouht  here  ne  susteine .  [2940]  IT  And  ])er-fore 
noble  ladyf  we  be-sechen  30ure  wommanly  pyte  [2941] 
to  take  suche  avisemen  in  )>is  nedef  ))at  we  ne  oure 
frendes  be  nouht  disherited  [et  perdtis\  ^orwhe  oure 
folye 

[2942]  IT  Certes  quod  Prudence  it  is  it  is  an  harde  ))inge 
&  riht  p^ilous  [2943]  fat  a  man  putte  him  in  ])e 
arbitracione  &  lugement  al  vtterlyf  &  in  ])e  myht  & 
pouere  of  his  ennemys  i  [2944]  For  Salamon  seipe  i  Leue]) 
me  &  ^if  credence  to  ])at  .1.  schal  seine  f  .1.  saie 
[taut  peuple  et  toutea  gem  et  gouuetmeura  de  gloire 
(Beg.  19  C  xi)]  [2945]  Ne  ^eue  neu6re  J>i  sonne  ne  fi  wif .  fi 
frende  ne  \i  self  [2946]  vn-to  fe  hondes  ne  myht  of  fine 
ennemyef  [2947]  And  Najeles  .1.  counsel  ^owe 
[Se  il  a  doncques  deffendu  que  on  ne  danne  \jnii8mnce^ 
8ur  soy  afrere  ne  a  amy  (MS  Eeg.  19  C  xi,  leaf  64,  col.  2)j 
[2948]  By  a  stronger  resone  he  defendej)  &  forbedefe  a 
man  to  ^eue  him  selfe  vn-to  his  ennemyef  [2949]  IT  And 
na])ele8  .1  counsel  3owe  \2X  30  mistrust  nouht  my  lorde  f 
[2950]  for  .1.  wote  wele  &  knowe  wele  fat  he  is 
debonaire  &  meke  large  &  curteise  [2951]  &  no 
f  inge  desirous  of  good  ne  Couytous  to  haue  richesse  f  [2952] 
ffor  \ei'Q  is  no  ])inge  in  \\s  werlde  ])at  he  desire)) 
saue  worschipe  &  honowrf  [2953]  Forfcrmore 
.1.  knowe  wele  &  .1.  am  riht  sure  ]}at  He  schal  no  ))inge 
do  in  fis  nedef  wi^ute  myne  counsel  f  [2954]  And  .1. 
schal  so  werchen  in  ])is  cause  be  ]}e  grace  of  oure  lorde 
god  fat  3e  scholne  be  reconsiled  vnto  vs  /:/ 

[2955]  Then  seiden  J>ei  wif  o  voycef  %  Worschipful 
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lady  we  putten  ys  &  oure  good  al  fully  in  3011x6  wille 
&  disposicioun  [2956]  &  bene  redy  to  coTnme  whan 
it  likej)  ynto  30016  noblesse  f  to  lemete  ys  or  to  assigne 
vs  [2957]  for  maken  oure  obligacion  f  &  bynde  vs  as  stronge 
as  it  lykej)  vn-to  3oure  goodnesse  [2958]  fat  we  maie 
fulfills  J>e  wil  of  3oue  &  of  my  lorde  Mellybe . 

[2959]  IT  Whan  dame  Prudence  had  herdo  pe  on- 
sewers  of  pes  meii  ^q  badde  hem  gone  a3eine  pn'uely  f 
[2960]  &  sche  retoumed  a-3eine  to  hire  lorde  Mellibe  *  And 
tolde  him  howe  sche  fande  his  aduersaries  repentaunt  [2961] 
And  knowlecheinge  ful  reuerently  •  &  lowly  her  sinnes  &  tres- 
pas  f  &  howe  pex  were  redy  to  sufifur  al  peine  i  [2962]  Re- 
quireinge  him  &  preyinge  him  of  Mercy  &  pytee 

[2963]  IF  Then  seide  Mellibe  he  is  wele  worfi  io 
haue  pardone  &  for-3euenesse  [qui  nexcuse  point  son 
pechie  [2964]  mais  reeognoist  et  sen  repent  et  demande 
indidgence  [2965]  Car  seiieqiie  did  la  est  remission 
(MS  Reg.  19  C  xi,  If  64,  bk)]  wher  as  confession  isf 
[2966]  For  confession  is  neyhboM?*  to  Innocence  [2967J 
IF  And  ])e  wiseman  sei])e  in  ano])er  place  f  he  ])at  ha]?  schame 
of  his  sinne  &  knowleche  it  is  wor))i  haue  mercy  /./ 
And  Jere-fore  .L  assent  &  conferme  to  haue  pees 
[2968]  IT  Bot  it  is  good  pai  we  do  it  nouht  wi]M)utifn  pe 
wil  &  assent  of  oure  frendes  f 

[2969]  IF  ]>an  was  Prudence  riht  gladde  &  ioyful 
&  seide  1  [2970]  Certes  str  quod  sche  36  hauo  goodely  A: 
wele  ansewarde  [2971]  IF  For  riht  as  be  counsel, 
assent  &  helpeinge  of  30ure  frendes  36  haue  be  etii^d 
to  yenge  30we  &  maake  werre  [2972]  Eiht  so  wi)>- 
outen  hire  counsel  schol  36  nouht  accorf  ])owhe  30  ne  haue 
pees  wij>  30ur6  aduersa'ries  1  [2973]  ffor  fe  lawe  8cyJ>e£ 
Ther  is  no  j'inge  so  good  be  waie  of  kinde  As  f  inge 
to  bene  vnbounden  by  him  fat  it  was  y-boundende  i 

[2974]  And  fan  dame  Prudence  wife-outen  delaye 
or  taryinge  sent  anone  Messagcres  for  have  kinne  &  for 
hire    olde     frendes     fat    were     trewe    &    wise     [2975] 
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And  iolde  hem  he  oider  in  ]>e  presence  of  Mellebe  al 
^e  Matier  as  it  was  abouen  expressed  &  declared  f  [2976] 
And  preyden  hem  ^at  ])e  wolde  ^euen  hire  a  wise  coun- 
seile  what  best  were  to  done  in  ^is  matieref  [2977]  If  And 
whan  Millebes  counsel  hadd  taken  hirea-vise&goode  deliber- 
acione  of  ^e  forseide  matier  f  [2978] 'And  hadde  examyned 
it  be  grete  besines  &  grete  diligence  f  [2979]  ]>ei  jauen 
ful  cotmseile  for  to  haue  pees  &  rest.  [2980]  And  ps,t 
Mellibe  schold  receyne  it  wt't^  goode  herte  of  his  adoersaries 
to  for-jouenesse  &  mercye  f 

[2981]  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadd  herde  fe 
assent  of  hire  lorde  Mellibe .  And  ])e  counsel  of  here  firendes 
[2982]  accorded  wi])  her  wil  &  entencion  [2983] 
sche  was  wonderly  glad  in  hert  &  seide.  [2984] 
IT  There  is  an  olde  prouerbe  quod  sche  sei])ef  y&t  ])e 
godnesse  ^at  ^ou  maist  do  pia  daie  do  it  [2985]  & 
abide  it  nouht  ne  delaye  it  nouht  til  to  morwe  [2986]  IT  And 
^erfore  .1.  counsel  ]yat  30  send  ^oure  messagiers  wiche 
]»at  ben  discrete  &  wyse  [2987]  vn-to  joure  aduersaries 
telljrnge  hem  on  joure  be-halue  [2988]  if  ^ei  wil 
trete  of  pes  &  of  accordef  [2989]  ]>at  pel  schapen  hem 
w/tA-outen  de-laie  or  tariinge  to  come  to  vs  /./  [2990] 
whiche  ]>inge  performed  .was  indede  [2991]  H  And 
whan  pea  trespassours  &  repentinge  folke  of  here 
folyesf  ))at  is  to  seie  ]>e  aduersaries  of  Mellibe.  [2992] 
had  herde  what  ^es  messagiers  seiden  vn-to  hem 
[2993]  fe  were  ful  gladde.  &  ioyful  &  anseward 
ful  mekely  &  beninglyf  [2994]  3eldeinge  graces  & 
^onkes  to  her  lord  Mellibe.  &  to  al  his  compaignef 
[2995]  And  schopen  wi])-outen  delay  to  gone  wi])  pe 
messagiers  f  &  obey  to  ]>e  commandement  of  here  lord 
MeUibe 

[2996]  IT  And  rihC  anone  ^e  token  her  weie  to 
Mellibe  [2997]  &  toke  ]>e  somme  of  here 
trewe  wordes  &  frendes  to  maken  fei]y  for  hem  f  and  for  to 
bien  her  borwes    [2998]   IT  And  whan    ^ei  camen  to 
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]7e  presence  of  Mellibe  he  seide  hem  ^es  woidesf 
[2999]  It  stande])  ^na  quod  Mellibe  f  &  so]»e  it  is 
fat  30  [3000]  causels  and  wi])-oute  skil  &  lesoun 
[3001]  haue  done  grete  Iniuries  &  wronges  to  me  &  to 
my  wif  Dame  Prudence  f  &  to  my  douhter  alsof  [3002]  IT  For 
30  haue  entred  in-to  myne  howse  be  violence  [3003]  &  haue 
done  suche  outrage  f  ^at  aH  men  knowe  wele  ^at  ^e  haue 
deserued  J>e  defe  [3004]  f  And  J>ere-fore  wil  .1.  knowen 
&  witen  of  30we  [3005]  wej)er  psi  je  wil  putte  Je 
punysshement  &  fe  chasteysinge  &  ]>e  vengeance  of 
Jns  outrage  in  fe  wil  of  me  &  of  my  wif  dame  Prudence 
or  je  wil  nouht  f 

[3006]  Than  pe  wysest  of  hem  pre  answatde  for 
hem  al.  &  seide.  [3007]  IF  Sire  quod  he  we  knowen 
wele  ))at  we  bien  vnwor]>i  to  comme  to  30ure  couite 
of  so  grete  a  loide  &  so  worfe  as  3e  bien  f  [3008]  And  for 
we  haue  so  gretely  mys-taken  vs  &  haue  offended  &  agilte 
in  suche  a  wise  a3eines  3oure  hihe  lord-schippe  [3009]  ^at 
trewlye  we  haue  deseruede  ^e  de^f  [3010]  Bot  jit  for 
pQ  grete  goodnesse  &  debonarte  pai  al  pe  werlde 
wittenesse))  of  joure  pcrsown  [301 1]  *  We  submitte  vs  vn-to 
pe  hihe  excellence  &  benignite  of  30ure  gracious  lorschip 
[30 1 2]  and  bien  rede  to  obeie  vn-to  al  3oure  commandementes 
[3013]  Besecheinge  30we  Jwit  of  3oure  merciable  pitefe  to 
wylne  consider  oure  grete  repentance  A  lowe  submissione  f 
[3014]  And  to  grante  vs  for-3efne8se  of  owre  owtrageous 
trespas  &  offense  f  [3015]  For  wel  we  knowe  J)at  joure 
liberale  grace  &  mercye  strecchen  ferfer  in-to  goode- 
nesse  ^an  done  owre  outrageous  giltes  &  trespasses  in-to 
wikkednessef  [3016]  albeit  fat  cursedly  &  damp- 
nablye  we  haue  gilte  a3eines  3owre  hihe  lordschippe  f 

[3017]  Than  Mellibe  toke  him  vpe  fro  pe  grounde 
ful  benyngly  [3018]  &  receyued  here  obligacions  &  hei« 
landes  by  hire  opea  vppon  here  plegges  &  her  borwes  [3019] 
&  assigned  hem  a  certein  daie  to  retome  vn-to  hia 
courtesf  [3020]  for  to  accepte  &  receyve  Je  sentence  & 
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luggement  pot  MoUibe  wold  comande  to  ho  done  on  hem 
bo  po  causes  aforno  seidcf  [3021]  wliiche  ]>mge  ordeintf 
owery  man  retourncd  to  his  hoiis  /f/ 

[3022]  And  Avhan  put  Dam  pnidcnce  sawhe  her 
time  sche  f[r]cyned  &  axed  her  lord  Mellibef  [3023]  Whatte 
vengeance  lie  )»ouht  to  take  on  his  adue;'saris 

[3<'24]  IT  To  whiche  Mcllibe  anseward  &  soidef  Certes 
quad  [he]f  I.  ]yenke  &  puq)os  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herit hem  of  a]  ^at  pei  haucf  &  for  to  puttcn 
hem  in  exile  for  eu^r  more 

[3026]  Certes  qi/od  Dame  Prudence  pis  were  a  cruel 
sentence  &  mechel  ajeines  resoimf  [3027]  For  30  be  richo 
ynowe  &  haue]y  no  node  of  opero  mcrmes  goode  f  [3028] 
and  )e  myht  lyhtly  geten  jow  a  couetouse 
name.  [3029]  whiche  is  a  vicious  J^inge  &  ouhte  bo 
eschewed  of  eucry  manf  [3030]  flfor  after  J>e  sawe 
of  ])e  Apostle  Couetise  is  rote  of  al  harmesf 
[3031]  H  And  pei^e-ioTG  it  were  better  to  Icse  so  muchel 
goode  of  ^oure  owen  f  pim  for  to  tak  of  here  goode  in  piB 
nianere.  [3032]irForlxjtter  it  is  to  lese  goode  wi]>  worschippe 
^n  it  is  goode  to  wynne  worschippe  wi^  velanye  and  schamo 
[3033]  IT  And  eue^y  man  ouhte  to  done  his  besinesse 
to  geten  him  a  goode  name  f  [3034]  And  ^itte  schal  he  nouht 
onely  keppen  him  in  kepinge  of  his  good  name  f  [3055]  Bott 
he  schal  also  enforcen  him  alweio  to  done  some  ^inge  be 
whiche  he  may  renouelle  his  goode  name  [3036]  For  it  is 
y-writte  f  ))at  po  olde  good  lose  or  goode  name  of  a  man 
is  sone  gone  &  passed  1  whan  it  is  nouht  newed  no  re- 
nouelled  /f/  [3037]  And  as  toucheinge  ))at  30  seyne  ]}at  je 
wol  exile  30ure  aduersariesf  [3038]  ^at  penkep  mo 
mnchel  a3eines  reson  A  out  of  mesuref  [3039]  Con- 
sider pe  power  Jiat  ]yei  haue  3onen  3owe  vpon  hem  selfe  f 
[3<'4o]  And  it  is  wreten  pai  he  is  wor]>e  to  lesen  his 
pnuelege  pat  mysvse^e  pe  myht  &  pe  pouere  ]>at 
is  30nen  him  f  [3041]  IT  And  .1.  sette  caas  pat  36  myht  annoye 
hem    ^at  peyne  be    riht  &    lawe.    [3042]    whiche  .1. 
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trowe  ^e  may  not  dof  [3043]  L  seye  ne  myht  not 
put  it  to  excationf  paraduentare  [3044]  &  ^n 
were  it  likly  to  retome  to  ])e  werre  as  it  was  be-fomef 
[3045]  %  And  )>eT-foTe  if  ^e  viH  ]yat  men  do  ^owe'obsemance 
&  obeysatmce  f  30  most  deme  more  cuiteisly  f  [3046]  ^is  is  to 
seine  ^e  most  ^eae  mor  esi  sentence  &  laggementzl 
[3047]  for  it  is  wreten  ^at  he  ^at  most  cuitesly 
commanded  f  to  him .  men  most  obeyen  [3048]  IT  And  ]>er- 
fore  .L  praye  ^owe  ])at  in  ^is  necessite  f  &  in  )>is  nede 
30  casten  J>ere-fore  to  onere-come  jonre  heit  5  [3049]  IT  For 
Senec  sei])e  he  ]>at  ones  ouere-co^nme^  his  hert '  ouemxmtme]) 
twyesf  [3050]  IT  And  Tollius  seij>ef  ^er  is  no])inge  so 
commendable  in  a  grete  lorde '  [3051]  as  whan  he  is  debon- 
aire  &  meke  &  appese]>  him  mekely  f  [3052]  IT  And  .1.  preie 
jowe  J>at  ^e  wil  for-bere  nowe  to  do  vengeance  [3053]  in 
snche  maner  ^at  joure  goode  name  may  be  kepped  & 
conseTnedf  [3054]  and  ^at  men  maie  haue  cause  & 
matiere  to  prcyse  jowe  of  pite  &  of  mercyef  [3055]  And 
^at  ^e  haue  no  cause  to  repente  jowe  of  ^inge  ]>at  ^e  done  f 
[3056]  %  For  Senec  sei)>ef  he  repentej)  him  in  ynel 
manere  )>at  repente]>  him  of  his  victorie  [3057]  where- 
fore .1.  preie  30 we  f  lete .  Mercy  be  in  3oure 
hertef  [3058]  to  ]>effecte  &  ^ntente  )»at  god 
al  myhty  haue  Mercy  vpon'jowe  in  his  last  lugementf  [3059] 
[Car  saint  laques  dit  en  lepistre  Itigement  (19  C  xi.)]  wif 
outen  mercy  schal  be  to  him  pat  hsLpe  no  mercye  of 
Anoyere  wyht  i 

[3060]  IT  Whan  Mellibe  hadde  herd  ])e  grete  skils 
&  resons  of  dame  Prudence  f  and  of  hire  wise  informacions 
&  tccheinges  [3061]  his  hert  gan  encline  to  ]ye  will'  of 
his  wif  consideringe  to  J>e  trewe  entent  [3062]  con- 
formed him  a-nane  f  &  assented  ffully  to  worchen  after  hire 
conseilef  [3063]  &  })ongede  god  of  whome  procede^  al 
godenesse  ])at  him  sent  a  wif  of  so  [g^te] 
discrecione  f  [3064]  IT  And  whan  pe  daie  cam  foi  his  aduer- 
saries'  schold  appere  in  his  presence .  [3065]   He  spak 
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to  hem  ful  goodly  And  seide  to  hem  in  ))is  wise  f  [3066]  Al  be 
it  800  f  fat  of  joure  pride  &  he  prcsumcion  &  foly. 
&  of  3oure  n^cligence  &  vnkunynge  [3067]  ^e  haue 
mishome  jowe  &  trespassed  to  mei  [3068]  ^itt  for  al 
so  muche  as  .1.  see  &  beholde  ^oure  gre[te]  Immilitef 
[3069]  &  ))at  ^e  heue  son  &  repentant  of  ^oure  giltes 
[3070]  it  constreyne  me  to  do  30 we  grace  &  m^cyef 
[3071]  wherefore  J.  receyve  jowe  to  my  grace  f  [3072]  & 
for-jeue  30we  vtterly  al  foflfences  Iniuries  &  wronges 
J>at  3e  haue  done  a3eines  me  &  myne  [3073]  to  ]>is 
affecte  &  to  ])is  ende  ])at  god  of  his  endeles  mercy 
[3074]  wole  att  fe  time  of  oiire  deyeinge  for3euen  oure 
gelte  )>at  we  haue  trespased  vn-to  him  in  ])is  wrecched 
werldf  [3075]  If  For  doubtelesse  •  if  we  bien  sory  &  repentant 
of  ]>e  sinnes  &  giltes  pe  whiche  we  haue  trespasede  in  ]7e 
siht  of  oure  lorde  gode  i  [3076]  He  is  so  fre  «fe  so  merci- 
ful [3077]  Jjat  he  wil  for-3euen  vs  ower  gilt^  [3078] 
&  bringe  vs  vnto  ])ilke  blisse  psi  neuere  ha)>  endef 
To  whiche  blisse  he  vs  bringe  fat  blod  on  crosse  for  vs 
spreynde .  Qui  cum  pafre  <&c. 

Explicit*  FabBla  OalMdi  Chancer/  de  Xellibeo .  MUite 
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Inoipit  Prolognfl  de  Xonacho .  im  itqfim 

Whan  endede  was  fe  tale  of  Mellibe 
And  of  Prudence  &  of  hiie  ben jgnite  3080 

Oure  Oste  seide  as  .1.  am  freij>ful  man 
And  be  pe  precious  corpus  madrian 
I  had  leuere  )>an  a  barel  ale 

That  goo  1  lef  my  wif  hadde  herde  ))is  tale  3084 

For  sche  nys  no  ])inge  of  suche  pacience 
As  was  )>is  Mellebes  wif  Prudence 
Be  goddes  bones  whan  .1.  bete  my  knaues 
Sche  bringe])  me  ])e  grete  clobbed  staues  3088 

And  crie])  slec^  )>e  dogges  euerychone  poniM] 

And  breke]}  boJ>e  bak  &  bone 

And  if  )>at  any  neigheboruhe  of  myne  OmitM,  tMk] 

Wil  nouht  in  cherche  to  my  wif  encline  3092 

Or  be  so  hardy  to  hire  to  trespas 
Whan  sche  comme)>  home  sche  rumpe^  in  my  face 
And  crie})  false  cowarde  wrekc  ])ine  wife 
By  corpus  bones  f  I.  wil  haue  J>i  knj'f  3096 

And  J>ou  schalt  haue  myn  distaf  &  go  spynne 
Fro  day  to  nyht  riht  f  us  wil  sche  be-ginne 
Alas  sche  sei))e  ]>at  euer  y  was  schape 
To  wedde  a  mylkesoppe  or  a  coward  ape  3100 

J)at  wil  be  ouere  ladde  wij>  enerj  wight 
]>ou  darst  nou^t  stonde  be  pi  wif  ariht 
Jis  is  my  lyf  hot  fat  .1.  wold  fiht 

And  oute  att  )>e  dore  anone  .1.  mot  me  diht  3104 

Or  elles  .1.  am  lost  hot  if  ]>at  .1. 
Bue  like  a  wilde  lione  foole  hardye    . 
.1.  wote  wele  sche  wil  do  me  sle  sum  daie 
Some  neihbourf  &  ])an  go  my  waie  3108 

For  J.  am  perilous  with  knyf  on  honde 
Albeit  fat  .1.  dar  hir  uou^t  wi]>-stonde 
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For  scbe  is  bigge  in  armes  be  my  fei))e 

]>at  scbal  be  finde  J>at  hire  iuisdo])e  or  8ei]>e  3112 

£ot  lat  Ys  passe  a>weie  fro  pis  matiere 

My  lorde  sir  monke  be  seife  befe  meiye  of  cbere 

For  je  scbal  tel  a  tale  trewly 

Lo  itoucbester  stant  bere  fast  by  3116 

Bide  forJ>e  myne  owen  lorde  breke  noubt  oure  game 

Bot  be  my  trou)>e  .1.  knowe  nou3t  pure  name 

Wbe)>er  .1.  scbal  cal  30we  my  lorde  Doune  lobn 

Or  dan  Tbomas  or  dan  Albon  3120 

Of  ere  of  wbatt  bouse  be  ^e  be  joure  fader  kinne 

.1.  Yowe  to  good  )k)u  bast  a  fiU  faire  skynne 

It  is  a  gentil  pasture  fere  ])ou  goste 

fon  ert  nonbt  like  a  penant  or  a  goste  3124 

Vpon  my  feij)  pou  ert  sum  officiere 

Somme  wor^e  sexteyne  ejpere  sum  celerere 

Fo[r]  be  my  fader  soule  as  to  my  dome 

)>ou  ert  a  maister  wban  ]>ou  ert  att  bome  3128 

No  pduer  cloistrer  ne  no  pouer  noYise 

Bot  a  gooe^Tioure  a  wilye  &  wise 

And  fere-wif-dl  of  braunee  &  of  bones 

A  wele  fannge  persone  for  ^e  nones  3132 

.1.  preie  to  god  gif  bim  confusione  o^fwri 

]>at  firste  fe  brou^t  in-to  religione 

J>ou  voidest  liaue  be  a  tredefoule  aribt 

Haddest  fou  as  grete  leue  as  pon  bast  mybt  3136 

To  performe  al  J>i  luste  in  gendrure 

J>ou  badest  be-geten  mony  a  creature 

Alas  wbi  weres  ])ou  so  wide  a  cope 

Ood  ^eue  ]>e  sorwe  and  .1.  were  a  pope  3140 

li'owbt  onely  fou  bot  enery  mybty  mafL 

Tbeibe  be  were  scbore  bibe  Ypon  bis  panne 

Scbol  baue  a  wif  for  al  ))is  werlde  is  lome 

Eeligion  baj>  tak  Yp  al  fe  come  3144 

Of  tredeinge  &  we  burel  men  .bene  scbrimpes 

Of  feble  tres  fere  comme  feble  impes 
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fla  make]>  ])at  oure  lieires  bene  so  sklender 

And  febel  ])at  pel  maie  nouht  wele  engender  3148 

This  make])  ^at  ouie  wifes  wil  assaie 

Beligioiis  folke  for  pei  maie  better  paie 

Of  venus  Payment  ])an  may  we 

God  woot  no  lusshbourues  paie  je .  3152 

Bot  be  non3t  wroJ>e  my  lord  ]>oiilie  J)at  J.  pleie 

Fol  in  game  a  80)>e  .1.  haue  herd  seie 

This  wor)>i  monke  toke  al  pacience 

And  seid  .1.  wil  do  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  fere  as  soune])  vnto  honeste 

To  telle  )oae  a  tale  or  tuo  or  ]>re 

And  if  jowe  lust  herken  hiderwarde 

.1.  wil  jowe  seie  J>e  lif  of  seint  Edwarde  3160 

Or  elles  Tregedise  furst.  wil  .1.  tett 

Of  whiche  .1.  haue  an  hundre]y  in  my  s^ 

Tregedie  is  for  to  tel  a  certeine  storie 

As  olde  bokes  maken  mem  one  3164 

Of  hem  fat  stode  in  grete  'prosperite 

And  is  yfidl  oute  of  hihe  degre 

In-to  myserie  &  ende]y  wricchedlye 

And  ^i  bien  vesified  comunly  3168 

Of  sex  fete  wiche  ])at  men  clep  exametrone 

In  prose  eke  bien  endited  mony  one 

And  eke  in  metric  in  mony  a  sondre  wise 

Lo  ])is  ouht  30we  .l.-nouhe  suffise  3172 

Nowe  herkenef  if  30U  luste  for  to  here 

Bot  first  .1.  30ue  be-seche  in  )>is  matier^ . 

pouhe  .1.  be  order  tel  nouht  ]>es  ])inges  pMf  i07,bMk] 

Be  it  of  popes  Emp^roure  or  kynges  3176 

And  afiler  her  age  as  me  wreten  finde 

Bot  tel  hem  some  be-fore  some  be-hinde 

And  it  oommep  nowe  to  my  remembrance 

Have  me  excused  of  myne  ignorance .  3180 

Explicit  Prologns . 

LAXSnOWNB  644   (6-T.  860) 


BIX-TEZT   256 

GROUP  B.  §  12.  monk's  tale.  Laiudowne  X8. 


Inoipit  £ftbiila  de  Caailm«  yirorum .    ^m^*^' 

Yi  wil  be-weile  in  maner  of  tregedrie  t»  Jg^*''^^ 

)>e  maner  of  him  ^at  stande^  in  bihe  degre    sm?  %  "Si 
And  felle  so  ]?at  ^er  was  no  remedye 
To  biinge  hem  out  of  her  aduersite  3184 

For  certeyne  whan  ]>at  fortune  luste  to  %e 
Joere  maie  no  man  of  hiro  ]>e  course  wiJ>^holde 

[ no  gap  in  the  if/9.] 

Be]?e  war  By  ^is  ensample  jonge  Sc  olde  3188 

Prime  de  Lucifere 

At  Lucifer  ^ouhe  he  an  angele  were 

And  nouht  a  man  att  him  .1.  wil  beginne 

For  )>eihe  forton  maie  none  angel  dere 

Frome  bihe  degre  3it  feH  he  fro  his  sinne  3192 

Doune  in-to  beH  where  as  he  jitte  is  inne 

0  lucifer  brihtest  of  aungeles  aH 

Kowe  ert  ]>ou  Sathanas  ]>at  maist  not  twynne 

Owte  of  misery  in  whiche  ))ou  ert  fall:  3196 

De  Adame .  pnmo  homine . 

Lo  Adam  in  ])e  felde  of  Damasene 

Wi^  goddes  owen  fingere  wroubt  was  he 

And  nouht  begeten  of  mannes  sperme  ynchne 

And  welde  ul  Paradise  saueinge  o  tre  3200 

Hadd  neu6?'  werldly  man  so  bihe  degre 

As  Adam  til  he  for  bis  gouemance 

Was  dreven  oute  of  his  bihe  proeperite 

To  labure  &  to  beH  &  to  muscbance .  3204 
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Se  Sampsone 

Lo  Sampson  wbiche  was  annunciate 

Be  ^e  Angel  longe  ar  his  natiuite 

And  was  god  almybty  consecrate 

And  stode  in  noblesse  whiles  he  myht  see  3208 

Was  neu^r  suche  anoper  as  was  he 

To  speke  of  strenke])  &  fer-to  hardinesse 

Bott  to  his  wif  told  he  his  secre . 

^Tuhe  whiche  he  slouhe  him  self  ]K)Tuh  wrechednesse  321 2 

De  eodem . 

IT  Sampson  pis  nobble  A  myhty  champiofl  [i«f  fsa] 

Wi]>-oaten  wepe  saue  his  hondes  tueye 

He  slowhe  and  al  to-rent  pe  lyon 

To-ward  his  weddynge  walkinge  be  fe  waie  3216 

He  false  wif  co\ipe  him  plese  &  preie 

Til  sche  his  counseile  knewe  &  sche  vntrewe 

Yn-to  his  foos  his  consel  gan  be-wreye 

And  him  for-soke  &  toke.  a  noj)er  newe  3220 

Se  Eodem. 

IT  An  .0.  foxes  to  Sampson  for  ire 

And  al  her  tailes  he  to-geder  bonde 

And  sette  pe  fox  tailes  al  on  fire 

For  he  in  eucry  tails  hadde  putt  a  bronde  3224 

And  ]yei  brente  al  ^e  comes  in  ^at  lands 

And  al  here  Oliues  &  here  vines  eke 

A  ])ousand  men  eke  he  slowhe  wi]y  his  honde 

And  hadde  ne  wepen  bot  an  asse  cheke  3228 

De  Eodem 

IT  When  pel  were  sleine  so  ]»ersted  him  ^t  he 

Was  nyhe  lome  for  whiche  he  gan  to  preie 

^at  god  wolde  of  his  peine  sum  pite 

And  send  him  drinke  or  elles  most  he  dye  3232 

And  of  ])i8  asse  cheke  pot  was  so  drye 

oute  of  a  wange  toJ)e  spron  anone  a  welle 

Of  whiche  he  dranke .  ynouhe  schortly  to  seie 

Thus  help  him  god  as  ludicum  can  telle  3236 
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De  Eodem . 

IT  Be  yerrei  fozoe  att  Gasan  in  a  nyhte 

Maugre  fe  felietiens  of  f&t  Cite 

The  gates  of  pe  toune  he  bafre  yp  plilit 

And  on  lus  bakke  f  y-karid  hem  ha])  he  3240 

Hihe  on  hulle  wher  as  men  miht  se 

O  noble  almyhty  sampson  leue  &  dere 

fat  stronge  &  noble  ha])  hue 

In  al  ])is-werlde  ne  was  ^eie  neuer  ])i  pere  3244 

De  Eodem 

IT  This  Samsoft  neuer  sij^er  dranke  ne  vryne 

Ne  on  hi[8]  hede  cam  rasure  none  ne  schere 

Be  precepie  of  ye  Messagier  dinine 

Foi  al  his  strenke^  was  in  his  here  3248 

And  fiilly  tuenty  ^ere  be  3ere 

He  hadde  of  Israel  ^e  gouemance 

Bot  after  sone  schal  he  wepe  mony  a  tere  OmiWB,  \mck] 

for  wpmman  schal  bringe  him  to  meschaunce  3252 

IT  Ynto  his  lemman  Balida  he  tolde 

^at  in  his  heres  al  his  strenke})  laye 

And  fEdsly  to  his  fomen  sche  him  soldo 

And  slepeinge  ypon  hir  berme  ypon  a  daie  3256 

Sche  maade  to  clippe  or  schere  his  here  a-waie 

And  maade  his  fomen  al  his  craft  to  spyen 

And  whan  ))ei  him  fonde  in  suche  araie 

))ei  bonde  him  fast  &  put  onte  his  eyjen  3260 

Be  eodem . 

Bot  er  his  here  was  clepped  or  y-schaue 

])ere  was  no  bonde  ysA  myht  him  bynde 

Bott  now  is  he  in  pnsone  put  in  a  kaue 

Where  as  fei  maden  him  att  ^e  queren  grinde  3264 

0  noble  Sampson  stronkest  of  mankinds 

O  whilom  luge  in  glorie  &  richesse 

Kow  maist  ])ou  wepe  wttA  pine  yne  blinde 

Se^en  ])ou  ert  fro  wel])e  fal  in-to  wrechednesse  3268 
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De  eodem . 

IT  The  ende  of  pia  caitife  was  as  .1.  schal  seie 

His  fomen  maade  a  feste  vpon  a  dale 

And  maden  him  as  her  fole  to-fome  him  pleie 

And  ]>is  was  [in]  a  temple  of  a  grete  araie  3272 

Bot  att  )>e  last  he  maade  a  foul  affraie 

For  he  tuo  postes  schoke  &  maade  hem  ffdi 

And  doune  feH  pe  temple  &  al  per  it  laie 

And  slowe  him  selfe  &  eke  his  fomen  aH  3276 

De  Eodem . 

IT  This  is  to  seie  ^e  pnnces  eiierychon 

And  eke  a  ]>ousand  bodis  was  pete  sleyne 

WyJ?  fallinge  of  pe  grete  temple  of  stone 

Of  Sampson  ne  wil  J.  no  more  seyne  3280 

Be  ware  of  pis  ensample  olde  &  pleyne 

])at  no  man  tel  her  counsel  til  he[r]  wyues 

Of  suche  J>inge  as  pe  wolde  haue  secre  feyne 

If  ]>at  it  touche  her  lymes  or  her  lyues  3284 

De  Eronle . 

IT  Of  Ercule  pe  souereine  conqueroure 

Syngen  his  werkes  lewde  &  hihe  renonone  • 

For  in  his  time  of  strenge^  he  bare  pe  floure 

He  slowhe  &  raft  pe  scynne  fro  J^e  lyone .  3288 

He  of  Centaurus  leide  J>e  host  a  doune        iJlK dSiihi'ASS b. 

He  arpies  slowhe  J>e  cruel  birdos  feit  '*^"  ^  ^  *^"'J 

He  golden  apelles  raft  ^e  dragoune 

He  drouhe  oute  Serberous  pe  hounde  of  hell:  3292 

De  eodem  • 

IT  He  slowhe  pe  cruel  tyrant  Buserus  ' 

And  maade  his  hors  to  frete  him  flesche  &  bone 

He  slouhe  pe  verrey  serpent  venemous 

Of  Achilles  tuo  homes  brak  he  one  3296 

And  he  slowhe  Cacus  in  a  kaue  of  stone 

He  slowhe  pe  Gyant  Anteus  pe  stronge 

He  slowhe  pe  Grisely  bore  &  ])at  anone 

And  bare  pe  hede  vpon  his  neke  longe  3300 
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De  EocUm 

Was  neuere  whihite  sen  ]>e  werlde  be-gan 

That  slouhe  so  mony  monstres  as  did  he 

]yorahe-onte  ]>is  wide  werlde  his  name  ranne 

What  for  his  streynke])  &  his  bounte  3304 

And  enerye .  Eealme  went  he  for  to  see 

He  was  so  stronge  pat  noman  miht  him  lette 

A-bone  ^e  werldes  ende  sei})e  trophe 

In  stede  of  bondes  he  a  piler  sette  3308 

DeEodem 

If  A  lemman  hadd  )>is  noble  champion 

))at  hiht  Dianier  frische  as  maie 

And  as  ye  clerkes  maade  mencione 

Sche  ha^  him  sent  a  schert  fnsche  &  gaie  331 2 

Alas  piB  scherte  &  walawaie 

envenymed  was  subtDy  wij)  att 

Or  pai  he  had  werde  it  hafe  a  daie 

It  maad  his  flesche  fro  ^e  bone  faii:  3316 

De  Eodem 

IT  Bo  na])elesse  seme  clerkes  hir  excusen 

Be  one  })at  hiht  nescius  p&t  it  Maked 

Be  as  be  maye  J.  wil  hii'  nonht  accusen 

Bon  on  his  bake  piB  schert  he  weres  al  naked  3320 

Til  ])at  his  flesche  was  for  ]>e  venym  blakede 

And  whan  he  sauhe  none  o^ei'  remedye 

In  bote  coles  he  ha])  him  self  rakede 

For  wijj  no  venym  deynede  he  to  deye  3324 

De  Eodem . 

IF  Thus  starfe  pia  worfe  myhte  ercules  0e«ff09,b»ck] 

Lo  who  maie  trust  on  fortune  any  frowe 

For  him  fat  folowef  al  fis  werlde  of  pres 

Er  he  bewarre  is  oft  y-laide  ful  lowe  3328 

Ful  wyse  es  he  J>at  him  self  knowe 

Be  war  for  whan  fat  fortune  lust  to  glose 

Than  weytej)  sche  hir  man  downe  to  froue 

Bu  suche  a  weie  as  he  wolde  lest  suppose  3332 

LANSnOWI^E  649  (6-T.  260) 


8iX-TBXT   261 

oBoup  B.  §  18.  monk's  tale.  Lansdowne  KS. 

De  Bege  Habugodonosor 

IT  The  myhty  trone  fe  pracious  tresouie 

))e  gloiioQfl  septre  &  Hoial  Maieste 

))at  hadde  ]ye  kinge  Kabugodonosore 

Wif  tonge  nmef  male  desciiued  be  3336 

He  twjes  name  ih&nualem  fe  Cite 

The  vessel  of  Jm  temple  he  wip  him  ladde 

Att  Babiloyne  was  his  souareigne  see 

In  whiche  his  glorie  &  his  delyte  he  had  3340 

De  Eodem 

IT  fQ  fairest  childem  of  fe  blode  Roial 

Of  iherusalem  he  dide  do  gelde  anone 

And  maade  eche  of  hem  to  bu  his  clerke 

Amonge  al  of  ere  Danyel  was  one  3344 

)^at  was  fe  wisest  childe  of  euarychone 

Pot  he  ]>e  dremes  of  pe  kenge  expounded 

Where  as  in  Caldeie  clerk  was  fere  none 

^at  wist  to  what  fyne  his  dremes  sounded  3348 

De  Eodem 

IT  TMb  proude  kinge  lete  make  a  stature  of  golde 

8exty  Cubetes  longe  &  .Y\j.  in  brede 

To  whiche  ymage  bo]ye  jonge  &  olde 

Commanded  he  to  loute  &  haue  in  drede  3352 

Or  in  a  fomeys  ful  of  flammes  rede 

He  scholde  be  bemt  fat  wold  not  obeie 

Bot  neuer  wolde  assent  to  f&t  dede 

Danyel  ne  his  jonge  felawes  tweye  3356 

De  eod^m 

IT  This  kenge  of  kinges  proude  &  elate 

He  wende  god  ]>at  sitte)^  in  Mageste 

l^e  myht  him  nouht  be-reue  of  fski  estate 

Bot  sodanly  he  lost  his  dignite  3360 

And  like  a  beste  him  semed  for  to  be 

And  eie  haye  as  an  oze  &  leye  fere  oute . 

In  reyne  wi)>  wilde  bestes  walked  he  pMf  tio] 

Til  certein  time  was  comme  aboute  3364 
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De  eodem 

And  ylike  an  egle  fethers  was  his  heres 

His  nayles  like  biides  clowes  were 

God  leleued  him  a  certein  ^eres 

And  jaf  him  witte  &  ]>an  vrif  mony  a  tore  3368 

He  J^onked  god  1  and  euer  his  lif  in  fere 

Was  f  he  to  done  amys  or  more  trespas 

And  or  yat  time  leide  was  on  his  beie 

He  knewe  wele  fat  god  was  ful  of  myht  iSs  grace        3372 

De  Baltasar  dieti  Begts  Habngodonosor  Alio . 

His  sone  which  fat  hiht  Baltazar 

That  helde  fe  regno  after  his  fader  daie 

He  be  his  fader  coupe  nouht  be  war 

For  proude  he  was  of  herte  &  of  araye  3376 

And  eke  an  ydolatre  was  he  aye 

His  hihe  astate  assured  him  in  pride 

Bot  fortune  kest  adoune  &  fere  he  laye 

And  sodanly  his  regno  gan  deuide  3380 

De  eodem 

A  feste  he  maade  yn-to  his  lordes  al 

ypon  a  time  he  maad  hem  hlife  be 

And  ]^an  his  ofi&cers  gan  he  caH 

Go)>e  bringe)>  for]ye  ]^e  yesseles  qtfod  he  3384 

Whiche  fai  my  fader  in  his  prosperite 

Owte  of  fe  temple  of  iherusalem  be-rafte 

And  to  oure  hihe  goddes  )>onke  we 

Of  honow  faX  oure  helders  wi)>  ys  lafte  3388 

De  eodem . 

His  wif  his  lordes  &  his  concubines 

Ay  dranken  whiles  feire  appetite  laste 

Oute  of  y\a  noble  vessels  sondre  wynes 

And  on  a  wal  fia  kinge  his  y3e  kaste  3392 

And  sauhe  an  hand  armelesse  fat  wrote  ful  fast 

For  fere  of  whiche  he  qwoke  <&  sikked  sore 

This  hand  ))at  baltazar  maade  so  sore  agast 

Wrote  Mane  techel  pharesf  &  no  more  3396 
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Deeod^m 

In  al  fsi  londe  Magecien  was  fere  none 

fsi  couye  expoone  what  fis  lettte  meant 

Bot  Daniel  exponnd  it  anone 

And  aeide  kynge  god  to  )>i  fader  sent       [iMfnQ^bMki     3400 

Gloiy  &  Honour  Kegne  tresouie  &  rent 

And  he  was  proude  &  no  )>inge  god  ne  diadde 

And  fere-foTQ  god  giete  wreche  vpon  him  sent 

And  him  he-raft  fe  K^gne  ]>at  he  hadde .  3404 

DeEodem. 

He  was  oute  cast  of  Mannes  compaign  je 

Wit^  asses  was  his  hahitaciofle 

And  ete  hey  as  a  heste  in  wete  &  dniye 

Til  f&t  he  knowe  he  grace  &  he  resofie  3408 

That  god  of  heaen  ha)>  domynacion 

Ouere  eoery  Begne  &  euery  creture 

And  fan.  hadd  god  of  him  compassion 

And  him  restored  his  Begne  &  his  figure  3413 

Seeodem 

Eke  foxL  fai  ert  his  soil  is  proude  also 

And  knowest  al  fia  )>inges  priuely 

And  ert  Rehel  to  god  &  ert  his  f  oo 

Thowe  dranke  eke  of  his  vessels  holdely  3416 

fi  wif  eke  &  fi  wenches  synfully 

Dranke  of  ^  same  vessels  sondre  wynes 

And  heried  fals  goddes  curssely 

Therefor  to  fe  schapen  grete  peine  £b  3420 

Be  eodem 

This  honde  was  sent  fro  god  fsi  on  the  wafi 

^at  wrote  Mane  techel  phares  trust  me 

Thyne  Beygne  is  done  fou  weyest  nouht  att  bB. 

Dyuided  is  ]>i  regne  and  it  schal  he  3424 

To  medes  &  to  perses  jeuen  quod  he 

And  fillne  same  nyht  fe  kinge  was  slawe 

And  Darius  occupie|)  his  degre 

J>eyhe  he  yere-to  na  hadde  neifere  riht  ne  lawe  3428 
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Se  Eodem . 

Ijoidinges  here-by  ensamples  male  30  take 

Howe  fat  in  lordeschippe  is  no  sekemesse 

For  whan  fortune  wil  a  man  forsake 

He  bere)^  awaye  his  regne  &  his  Eechesse  3432 

And  eke  his  frendes  bo])  more  &  lesse 

And  whan  a  man  hsLpe  firende  ]K>rahe  fortune 

Mishappe  wil  make  hem  ennemys  .1.  gesse 

This  prouerbe  is  ful  Bofe  &  ful  comune .  3436 

De  Cenobia  Falmere  Begina . 

C^iiobia  of  Palimere  ye  queue  LiMf  tii] 

As  writen  P^rsiens  of  hire  noblesse 

So  wor)>i  was  in  aremes  &  so  kene 

That  no  wight  passed  hire  in  haidinesse  3440 

Ne  in  lignage  ne  in  of  ere  gentillesse 

Of  fe  kinges  blode  of  p^ce  is  sche  descended 

I  seie  y&t  sche  mad  nouht  most  fedmesse 

Bot  of  hire  schappe  sche  myht  bue  amended  3444 

Se  eadem 

Fro  hire  childhede  .1.  finde  )>at  sche  fledde 

Office  of  wemmen  &  to  wode  sche  wente 

And  mony  a  wilde  hertes  blode  sche  schedde 

Wi))  arwes  brode  )>at  sche  to  hem  sente  3448 

Sche  was  so  sweft  )>at  sche  a-none  hem  hente 

And  whan  sche  was  elder  sche  wolde  kiU 

Lyons  liberdes  and  beres  altorente 

And  in  hire  armes  wilde  hem  att  hire  wiU  3452 

DeEadem 

Sche  dorst  wilde  bestes  dennes  seeke 

And  rinne  in  fe  mountain  al  fe  mht 

And  slepe  vnder  a  busche  &  sche  cou)>e  eke 

Wrastelen  be  veirey  force  &  yerrey  myht  3456 

Wif  any  ^onge  man  were  he  neuere  so  whight 

Ther  myht  no  ]>inge  in  hir  armes  stonde 

Sche  kepped  hire  Maidenhede  fro  euery  whight 

To  no  man  deyned  hire  to  be  bonde  3460 
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Se  eadem 

IT  £o  att  fe  last  here  frendes  haue  hire  maried 

To  Odenake  a  pWnce  of  foi  Cite 

Al  were  it  so  fit  sche  hem  longe  taried 

And  3e  scholne  ynderstande  how  fsi  he  3464 

Hadde  suche  fantasies  as  hadd  sche 

Bot  na)>eles  whan  fei  were  knytte  in  fere 

Thei  leueden  in  loie  &  in  felicite 

For  Yche  of  hem  had  of  ere  leef  &  dere  3468 

Se  eadem 

IT  Saue  on  ])inge  feA  sche  nolde  neuer  assent 

By  no  weye  fat  by  hire  scholde  he  lye 

Bot  ones  for  it  was  hira  pleyne  entent 

To  haue  a  childe  fe  werlde  to  multeplye  3472 

And  also  sone  as  sche  miht  a-spye 

fai  sche  was  not  wif  childe  wi]>  ]>at  dede 

Than  wolde  sche  sufi&e  him  done  his  fantasy       D«f  tii.  bwk] 

Eft  sone  and  nonht  but  ones  oute  of  drede  3476 

[2Vb  ftfeoJfet  iencffi»rtk  between  ike  eianxat  ofeaek  Tntgedp.'] 

IF  And  if  sche  ware  wi]>  childe  at  fUke  cast 

No  more  scholde  he  pleie  ]>ilke  game 

Til  fully  fou[r]te  dayes  were  past 

Than  wolde  sche  ones  do  suffre  him  fe  same  3480 

AH  were  fia  Odenake  wilde  ore  tame 

He  gatt  no  more  of  hire  for  fus  sche  saide 

It  was  to  wives  lechery  &  schame 

In  oj^ere  caas  if  ])at  men  wi])  hem  pleide  3484 

IT  Tuo  Sonne  be  fiB  Edenok  hadde  sche 

The  whiche  sche  kepped  in  vertewe  &  in  lettrure 

Bot  nowe  ynto  oure  tale  tome  we 

.1.  say  f&t  worschipful  creature  3488 

And  wise  ferwif  &  large  wij>  mesure 

So  penyble  in  J>e  werre  &  korteyse  eke 

Ne  more  laboure  miht  in  werre  endure 

Was  none  ]>eihe  al  fis  werlde  men  schold  seche  3492 
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IF  Keie  liche  araye  milit  nouht  be  tolde 

As  wele  in  vessel  as  in  clo)>inge 

Sche  was  al  cladde  in  perre  &  in  golde 

And  eke  sche  left  for  none  hunteynge  3496 

To  haue  of  sundie  tonges  folk  knoweynge 

Whan  ])at  sche  leyser  hadde  to  entende 

To  leren  bokes  was  al  hire  lykeynge 

Howe  sche  in  vertue  myht  hire  lif  dispende  3500 

IT  And  schortly  of  fia  stoiie  for  to  entiete 

So  douhte  was  hir  hnsbonde  as  sche 

p&t  fei  conquered  mony  regnes  grete 

In  fe  Orient  yrip  mony  a  faire  Cete  3504 

Apartenatfnte  ynto  fe  Maieste 

Of  Borne  &  wip  stronge  honde  helde  hem  fast 

Ne  neuere  myht  hire  fomen  done  hem  flye 

Aye  wile  )>at  Odenake  dayes  last  3508 

H  Her  batailles  who  so  lust  hem  for  to  rede 

A^eine  Sapore  fe  kinge  &  ofere  moo 

And  howe  )>at  al  fia  processe  fel  in  dede 

And  whie  sche  conquerde  &  what  title  hadd  pere  too  3512 

And  aftere  of  hire  meschief  &  hire  woo 

Ho  y&t  sche  was  be-seged  &  y-take 

Late  him  ynto  mi  maister  Petrak  go 

))at  wntep  ynouhe  of  fia  .1.  vndertake  3516 

IT  When  Odenak  was  dede  sche  myhtyly  [iMfuff] 

The  regnes  helde  &  wi)>  hire  propre  hande 

A^eine  hir  foos  sche  fauht  trewly 

])at  ]rare  nas  kinge  ne  pnnce  in  al  f&t  lande  3520 

That  he  nas  gladde  if  he  |)at  grace  fande 

That  sche  ne  wolde  ypon  his  lande  werrey 

Wi]>  hire  )>ei  maad  alliance  be  bande 

To  biene  in  pees  &  latt  hir  ride  &  pleie  352i 
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IT  The  Emperour  of  Borne  Clandius 

Ke  him  be-fome  pe  Eomeyne  Galiene 

"Ne  doiste  neuere  be  so  Coragius 

Ne  none  Ermyne  ne  none  egipcie[ne]  3528 

Ke  SuTiien  f  ne  none  aiiabiene 

Withe-in  ]>e  felde  ^at  dost  wif  hir  fiht 

Lest  pBi  sche  wolde  hem  wi]>  her  handes  sleyne 

Or  wif  hire  meyne  to  putten  hem  to  fliht  3532 

IT  In  Kinges  abite  went  here  sones  two 

As  eyres  of  here  Begnes  att 

And  ennanno  f  and  Thimalao 

Here  name  were  as  perciens  hem  csB.  35 3G 

Botte  ffortune  h&fe  ay  in  here  hony  gali 

This  myhty  qwene  maie  no  while  endure 

Fortune  oute  of  her  Begne  maade  hire  faB. 

To  wiichednesse  &  to  mysaduenture  354Q 

IF  Aurelyon  whan  ]^at  pe  gouemance 

Of  Bome  camme  in-to  his  hondes  tweye 

He  schope  ypon  ]^is  qwene  to  do  vengeance 

And  wif  his  legions  he  toke  hia  weie  3544 

Toward  Cenoby  &  schortly  for  to  seie 

He  maade  hire  flee  &  att  ]>e  last  hire  hent 

And  fetterd  hire  &  eke  her  children  tweye 

And  wann  fQ  londe  &  home  to  Bome  fei  went  3548 

IT  Amange  ])is  o])er  J^inge  )>at  he  wanne 

Here  Chare  Jmt  was  wi)F  gold  wrouht  &  perre 

))i6  grete  Bomaine  ^is  Anreliane 

Ha]»  wi]^  him  ladde  for  )>at  men  scholde  see  3552 

Be-fome  his  triumphe  walke^  sche 

Wtih  gilt  cheynes  on  hire  nek  hangeinge 

Corounde  sche  was  as  after  her  degre 

And  ful  of  perre  charged  hir  clo|)inge  3556 
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IF  Alas  fortune  sche  ]^at  whilom  was 

Dredeful  to  kinges  &  to  emp^roures. 

Now  gaiiie)>  al  ]^e  peple  on  hire  alaoe  pMif  S12,  buk] 

And  sche  )>at  elmed  was  in  stark  stoures  3560 

And  wanne  be  fors  tonnes  stronge  &  toures 

Schal  on  here  nowe  were  a  fitennyte 

And  sche  )Mit  bare  ])e  Septer  fed  of  floures 

Schal  here  a  distaf  here  cost  for  to  qwjte  3564 

Se  Fetro  Eispanye  Bege . 

IT  0  noble  o  worfi  Petre  of  spayne 

Whome  fortune  helde  so  hihe  in  maieste 

Wele  ouhte  men  |»i  pitous  de])  compleine 

Thi  bastard  bro])er  maade  ]ra  to  fle  3568 

And  after  att  a  sege  be  soubtilite 

Thowe  were  betraide  &  ladde  to  his  tent 

Where  as  he  wi]>  his  owen  hand  slouhe  ])e 

Succedinge  in  ]>i  Eegne  &m\i  Kent  3572 

Betelmewe  Claykejnme^ .  Oliner  Mawnye 

IT  The  felde  of  snowe  wij>  J)e  egle  blak  fere-inne  P  ^Jj^il?]** 

Oaoht  wi])  ]ra  lime  Rodde  colours  as  J^e  glede 

He  brewe  ))is  cursednesse  and  al  J^e  sinna 

The  W3'kked  nest  was  wirkir  of  ]}is  nede  3576 

Kouht  Charles  &  Olyuer  )>at  ay  toke  goode  hede 

Of  trou)>e  &  honour  hot  of  Armorekke 

Grenyloun  Olyuer  corrupt  for  mede 

Brouhtest  ]}is  worj^i  kinge  in  suche  brekke.  3580 

De  Fetro  Bege  Cipri 

IT  WorJ»e  Petre  kinge  of  Cipre  also 

That  Alisander  wanne  be  hihe  maistrye 

Ful  mony  an  eyfen  wrouhtest  J>ou  ful  wo 

Of  whiohe  J^ine  owen  leges  hadde  enuye  3584 

And  for  no  J^inge  hot  for  J)i  chiualrye 

Thei  in  ))i  bedde  han  sleyne  )>e  be  ]}e  morwe 

Thus  gan  fortune  goueme  &  guye 

And  out  of  loye  bringe  men  in  to  sorwe  3588 
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De  Bamabo  vieecomite  Mediolaao . 

IT  Of  Milane  grete  Bamabo  viscounte 

Grod  of  delice  &  scowige  of  Lombardie 

Whi  scbolde  nouht  .L  )>ine  fortune  a-counte 

Sethen  in  estate  \o\jl  dome  were  so  hihe  3592 

Thine  Bro^r  sone  )>at  was  )>ine  doable  allie 

For  he  )>i  neyow  was  &  son6  in  lawe 

WiJ^-in  his  pnsoun  maade  J^e  to  deye 

Bot  whie  ne  howe  woote  .1.  ])at  )>ou  wer  slawe  3596 

IT  De  Hngiline  Comyte  Ksano .  o«f  su] 

Of  ])e  Erie  Hugylyne  of  Pise  ]ra  Langoure 

There  maie  no  tunge  tel  for  pite 

Bot  litel  oute  of  Pise  stant  a  toure 

In  wiche  toure  in  prisone  put  was  he  3600 

And  wi]>  him  ben  his  litel  childem  )>re 

^e  eldest  scaisly  .v.  jere  was  of  age 

Alas  fortune  it  was  grete  cruelte 

Suche  burdes  to  putte  in  suche  a  cage  3604 

IT  Dampned  he  was  to  deye  in  |)at  pnsone 

For  Boger  ]^at  bischop  was  of  Pise 

fiadde  on  him  maade  a  fals  suggestione 

Thorwhe  ]ra  peple  gan  on  him  a-rise  3608 

And  putten  him  to  prison  in  suche  wise 

As  30  haue  herde  &  mete  &  drinke  he  hadde 

[ no  gap  in  the  M8.^ 

And  J^ere-wijhi^  it  was  ful  pore  &  badde  .  3612 

IF  And  one  a  dale  be-feti  ])at  inne  ^at  oure 

Whan  ])at  his  mete  was  wonte  to  be  brouht 

The  gayler  schette  )>e  dores  of  \e  toure 

He  herde  it  wele  bot  he  sawe  it  nouht  3616 

And  in  his  hert  anone  )>ere  i<^  a  ]>ouht 

J>at  ))ei  for  hunger  wolde  done  him  deyefl 

Alas  qu(?d  he  alas  ]7at  .1.  was  wrouht 

^er-wi])e  )Fe  teres  fel  fro  hy^efi  S620 
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IF  His  jonge  son  ))at  ftei  ^ere  was  of  age 

vnto  him  seide  fader  whi  do  je  wepe 

Whan  ml  ye  Gayloure  bringen  ome  potage 

Is  fere  no  morsel  brede  fsi  30  do  kepe  3624 

.1.  3m  so  hungry  ]}at  .1.  maie  nouht  [slepe] 

Now  wolde  god  J»at  .1.  myht  slepe  euer 

)>an  scholde  none  hunger  in  my  wombe  crepe 

faxe  nys  noj^inge  saue  brede  ]}at  me  were  leuer^  3628 

IT  fua  daie  be  daye  ))is  childe  gan  to  crie 

Til  in  his  fader  berme  adoune  it  leye 

And  seide  fader  Fare  wele  .1.  mote  deye 

And  kissed  his  fader  &  deyed  pe  same  daye  3632 

And  whan  pe  wof ul  fader  dede  him  seye 

For  woo  his  arme  tuo  he  gan  to  bite 

And  seid  alas  fortune  f  &  walaweye 

piae  iah  whele  my  woo  .1.  al  wite  3636 

if  His  childem  wende  pat  it  for  hungere  was 

pot  he  his  arme  gnowhe  &  nout  for  woo 

And  seid  &der  do  nouht  so  alas  cieftftis^teck] 

Bot  TdLper  ete  pe  flesche  vpon  ys  tuo  3640 

Oure  flesche  ])ou  ^af  vs  tak  oure  fiesche  ys  fro 

And  ete  ynouhe  riht  ])us  to  him  ])ei  seide 

And  efter  ]>at  wi]>-inne  a  daie  or  tuo 

^ei  leide  hem  doune  in  his  lappe  &  deyed  3644 

IT  Him  self  dispeired  eke  for  hunger  starf 

pus  endede  is  pe  mihte  Erie  of  Pise 

Fro  hihe  a  state  fortune  fro  him  carf 

Of  pia  tregedrie  it  ouht  .L-nouhe  suffise  3648 

Who  so  wile  here  it  in  a  longer  wise 

Reede  pe  grete  Poete  of  Itaile 

That  hiht  Daf^nte  for  he  can  it  deuise 

Fro  pointe  to  poynte  nouht  o  worde  wil  he  faile  3652 
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De  Hero  Imp^ratore . 

IT  AlJ^onhe  yai  Nero  were  as  vicious 

As  fende  fat  li]ra  fol  lowe  adoune 

3itte  he  as  telle]^  yb  swytheneus 

))is  wide  werlde  hadde  in  subiecctone  3656 

Bo^  est  &  west  &  septemtrione 

Of  Rebees  safers  &  of  Pereles  white 

Were  al  his  clo)>es  biouded  vp  &  doune 

For  he  in  Gemmis  grete  gan  delite  3660 

IT  More  delicate  more  Pompus  of  ande 

More  proude  was  neuare  Emp^roore  ))an  he 

^t  ilke  clo]^e  fat  he  hadde  wered  a  daie 

After  )>at  time  he  nold  it  neuere  se  3664 

Kettes  of  gold  ^rede  hadde  he  grete  plente 

To  fysshe  in  tybre  whan  him  Inste  to  pleie 

His  lustes  were  as  lawe  in  his  degre 

For  fortune  as  his  frende  wolde  him  obeye  f  3668 

IT  He  Eome  brent  for  his  delicacie 

The  SenatoutiB  he  slowhe  ypon  a  daye 

To  howe  fat  men  wolde  wepe  &  crye 

And  slowhe  his  broj^er  &  by  his  suster  laye  3672 

His  moder  Maade  he  in  pytous  araie 

For  he  hir  wombe  slitte  to  be-holde 

Where  he  conceyyed  was  so  walawaye 

pat  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde  3676 

IT  No  tere  oute  of  his  eyen  for  ]^at  siht 

Ne  came  Bot  seide  a  faire  woTTiman  was  sche 

Grete  wonder  is  )>at  he  cou)>e  or  miht 

Be  domeseman  of  hire  dede  bewte  [lei^tH]  3680 

The  wyne  to  bringe  commannde  he 

And  dranke  anone  none  of  ere  woo  he  maade 

Whan  myht  Lb  loyned  vnto  cruelte 

Alas  to  depe  wil  fe  venym  wade  3684 
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IF  In  ^onfe  a  maister  hadde  ))is  Emperoure 

To  teche  him  letruie  &  cur[i]esye 

For  of  Moralite  he  was  Jw  flour© 

As  in  his  time  bott  if  bokes  lye  3688 

And  whiles  his  maister  hadde  of  him  fe  maystre 

He  maade  him  so  konnynge  &  so  souple 

]>at  longe  time  was  or  tirannye 

Or  any  vice  dorst  in  him  vncoiiple  3692 

IT  This  Seneka  of  which  e  .1.  devise 

Be-cause  Nero  had  of  him  suche  drede 

For  he  for  vices  wold  him  chastise 

Discretely  as  be  worde  &  nonht  be  drede  3696 

Sire  wolde  he  saie  an  Emperoure  mot  nede 

Be  vertuouse  &  hate  tyrantrye 

For  whiche  he  him  in  ba])e  maad  to  blede 

On  bo^e  his  armes  til  he  most  deye  3700 

IT  This  Nero  hadde  eke  of  a  continuance 

In  30u])e  a^eine  his  maister  for  to  rise 

Whiche  afterward  him  foviht  a  grete  grevance 

There-fore  he  maade  him  deye  in  J^is  wyse  3704 

Bot  na])eles  fia  Senec  J^e  wise 

Chese  in  a  ba)>]ye  to  deye  in  )>is  manere 

Ea)>ere  )>an  haue  a  no})er  tormentrie 

And  )>us  hsLpe  Nero  sleyne  his  maister  dere  3708 

IF  Now  fel  it  so  ])at  fortune  lust  no  longere 

The  hihe  pride  of  Nero  to  cherische 

ffor  ]>ouhe  he  were  stronge  jitte  were  sche  strenger 

Sche  )>otdit  fua  be  god  .1.  am  to  nyce  3712 

To  sette  a  man  ))at  is  fulfilled  of  vice 

In  hihe  degre  &  Emperot/r  him  caH 

Be  god  oute  of  his  sete  .1.  wil  him  trise 

When  he  leste  wene)>e  sonest  schal  he  fatt  3716 
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IT  pe  Pepis  rose  Tpon  him  Tpon  a  nyht 

For  his  defaute  &  .whan  he  hadd  it  aspiede 

Oute  of  his  dore  anone  he  h&pe  him  dyht 

Alone  &  fere  he  wende  haue  hue  alyede  3720 

He  knokked  fast  &  ay  )>e  more  he  ciyed 

The  faster  schetten  )>ei  ]^e  dores  aUf  [iMftM^teok] 

Tho  wist  he  wele  he  had  him  self  be-gilede 

And  wente  his  weie  no  longere  dorst  he  caHr  3724 

IF  The  peple  cried  &  Eomhled  vpe  &  doune 

That  ynp  his  eres  herde  he  howe  |>ei  seide 

Where  is  fals  terant  fis  Keroune 

For  fere  al-moste  out  of  his  witte  braide  3728 

And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  seide 

For  socoore  for  it  myht  nouht  be-tide 

For  diede  of  ])is  him  J^ouht  )>at  he  deide 

And  ranne  in-to  a  gardeyne  him  to  hide  3732 

IT  And  in  fis  cardyne  fonde  he  cherles  tueye 

And  fatten  be  a  fire  ful  grete  &  rede 

And  to  fe  cherles  tuey  he  gan  to  preye 

To  slene  him  &  to  girde  of  his  hede  3736 

]^at  to  his  body  whan  y&t  he  ware  dede 

Were  no  despite  ydo  for  his  defame 

Him  selfe  he  slouhe  he  cou)>e  no  better  rede 

Of  whiche  fortune  louhe  A  had  a  game  -  3740 

De  Olifemo  prtnoipe. 

IT  Was  Neuere  capitaigne  vnder  a  kinge 

That  Eegnes  mo  putte  in  subieccione 

Ne  stronger  was  in  felde  of  al  fmge 

As  in  his  time  none  gretter  in  renoune  3744 

Ke  more  Pompose  iu  hihe  presumsione 

Than  Olifeme  whiche  fortune  ay  kyste 

So  lykerously  &  ledde  him  vpe  A,  doune 

Til  ]>at  he  heded  was  er  ])at  he  wiste  3748 

LAKSBOWNR  S63   (6-T.  273) 


SIX-TEXT   274 

GROUP  B.  §  12.  monk's  tale.  Lansdowne  MS. 

IT  Kouht  onely  fsit  fia  werlde  hadde  of  him  awe 

Por  leseinge  of  Eichesse  &  lyberte  • 

Bot  he  maade  euerj  man  Eeny  his  lawe 

Nabugodonosor  was  lord  he  seide  3752 

None  ofere  god  scholde  honoured  be 

Ajeines  his  best  no  whight  dar  trespas 

Saue  in  Bethnlia  a  stionge  cite 

Where  Eleachim  a  preste  was  of  pa.t  place  3756 

IT  Bot  take  kepe  of  fe  de)>e  of  Olifeme 

Amydde  his  oste  he  drunke  laje  a  nyht 

Wi])-inne  his  tent  large  as  is  a  heme 

And  jit  for  al  his  pompe  &  al  his  myhte  3760 

ludithe  a  womman  as  he  laie  yp  riht 

slepeinge  his  hede  of  smote  &  fro  his  tente 

Ful  Priuely  sche  stale  fro  eu^ry  wyght  [i^rfMS] 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,]  3764 

Se  Antioohio  illustri . 

IF  What  uedef  it  of  kynge  Antiocheus 

To  tel  his  hihe  &  Boial  Maieste 

His  hihe  pride  his  werke  venymmous 

For  suche  aao^'e  was  neuere  none  as  he  3768 

Rede)>  whiche  ])at  he  was  in  Macabe 

And  rede)>  ]pe  proude  wordes  fai  he  seide 

And  whie  he  fel  fro  his  prospmte 

And  in  an  hnlle  howe  wrychedly  he  deyed  3772 

IF  Fortune  had  him  enhaunsed  so  in  pride 

]>at  verraylye  he  wende  he  myhte  atteygne 

vnto  )>e  sterres  vpon  euery  sidde 

And  in  a  balance  to  weye  iche  mounteyne  3776 

And  al  fe  floodes  of  fe  see  restreyne 

And  goddes  peple  hadde  he  moste  in  hate 

Hem  wolde  he  sle  in  torment  &  peyne 

Weneynge  J»at  god  myht  nouht  his  pnde  abate  3780 
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H  And  for  yaX  Nichamouie  &  Timotheo 

WiJ)  lewes  were  venqwiste  mihtile 

ynto  fe  lewes  suche  aoi  hatte  hadde  he 

That  he  hadde  grey^ed  his  chare  ful  hastelye  3784 

An  swore  &  seide  ful  dispitouslye 

Ynto  len^alem  wolde  he  eft  sone 

To  wreke  hire  on  it  ful  crouellye 

Bot  of  his  purpose  he  was  lette  ful  sone  3788 

IT  God  for  his  manasse  him  so  sore  smote 

WiJ)  inne-visihle  wounde  aye  vncurable 

^at  in  his  guttes  karf  so  &  bote 

])at  his  peynes  weren  importable  3792 

And  certeinly  fe  wreche  was  resonable 

For  mony  mannes  guttes  dede  he  peine 

Bot  ho  his  purpos  cursed  &  dampnable 

Por  al  his  smert  he  nold  him  nouht  restreine  3796 

IT  Bot  Badde  anone  apparellen  his  Oste 

And  sodanly  or  he  was  of  it  warre 

God  daunted  al  his  pn'de  &  al  his  boste 

For  he  so  sore  fel  oute  of  his  chare  3800 

j^at  hurte  his  limes  &  his  scynne  to-tare 

So  ]}at  he  ne  myh^  go  ne  Bide 

Bot  in  a  chayere  men  aboute  him  bare 

Al  for-brused  bo)>e  bakke  &  side  3804 

IF  The  wreche  of  god  him  smote  so  crudelye        [ie«fu&.i»ck} 

^at  in  his  bode  wyked  wermes  creped 

And  ))er-wiJ)-aH  he  stanke  so  orribily 

pAt  none  of  al  his  meyne  pa.t  him  kepped  3808 

Whe))ere  so  fat  he  woke  or  elles  sleped 

Ke  myht  nouht  pe  stink  of  him  endure 

In  fiB  Meschef  he  weiled  &  eke  wepped 

And  knowe  god  lorde  of  enery  creature .  3812 
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IF  To  al  his  oete  &  to  him  self  also 

Fill  vlatesome  was  )>e  stinke  of  ])is  caren 

No  man  miht  him  beie  to  ne  fro 

And  in  his  stinke  &  in  his  orrihle  peyne  3816 

He  staif  ful  wiecchedly  in  a  mownteyne 

Thus  ha])  ))is  Eobbonre  &  fis  homicide 

That  mony  a  man  maade  to  wepe  &  pleyne 

Suche  guerdone  as  belonge]>  ynto  pnde  3820 

Be  Alexandre  Kagno  Philippi  Begia  Maeidenie  Alio 

The  stoiie  of  Alexander  is  so  comune 

That  eu^ry  wight  f&t  ha])e  discrecione 

UsLpe  herd  snm-whate  or  al  of  his  fortune 

l)ia  wilde  werlde  as  in  conclusione  3824 

He  wan  be  strenke])  or  for  his  hihe  renoune 

Thei  wei^n  gladde  for  pes  ynto  him  sende 

The  pride  of  man  &  beste  he  laide  adoune 

WheiH90  he  came  vn-to  pe  werldes  ende  3828 

IF  Comparisofl  myht  3ite  neuare  be  makede 

Be-tuex  him  &  ano])er  conqueroure 

For  al  ))is  werlde  for  drede  of  him  haj^e  qwaked 

He  was  of  kny[ht]hede  and  of  fredome  floure  3832 

Fortune  him  maade  pe  heire  of  owre  honour 

Saue  wyne  &  wemmen  no  ]>inge  miht  aswage 

His  hihe  atente  in  armes  &  laboure 

So  was  he  of  loueinge  corage  3836 

IT  What  pite  were  it  to  him  ))ouhe  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

Of  .Darius  &  an .  C .  M .  mo 

Of  Princes  kinges  Fries  bolde 

Whiche  he  conquered  &  brouht  hem  in*to  woo  3840 

As  fei^  .L  sale  as  man  mai  ride  or  goo 

^e  werlde  was  his  Whatt  schold  .1.  more  dexuse 

For  ])ouhe  .1.  write  or  tolde  jowe  euermo 

Of  his  knyhthode  he  miht  not  suffise  3844 
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IT  Twelue  jere  he  regned  as  seij>e  Macbabe 

Philippus  fe  sonne  of  Macedo  he  was  p^rfttfl 

That  fiist  was  kynge  of  grece  Je  Contre 

O  worfi  gentil  Alisander  Alas  3848 

]>at  euar  schold  fall^^  suche  a  cas 

Enpoysonde  of  fi  folke  J)ou  were 

pin  snster  fortune  ha)>e  tome  in-to  an  as 

And  jit  for  fe  ne  wepped  sche  neucr  a  tere  3852 

%  How  schal  men  jeue  teres  to  compleyne 

The  defe  of  gentillesse  &  of  frauncheys 

))at  al  \^  werlde  weldede  in  his  demeygne 

And  jit  him  fouht  it  myht  nouht  suffise  3856 

So  ful  was  his  Corage  of  hihe  emprise 

Alace  who  schal  me  helpe  to  endite 

Fals  fortune  &  poyson  to  despise 

The  whiche  tuo  of  al  J)es  wo  .1.  wite  3860 

Se  Inlio  Cesare 

If  By  wisdom  manhede  &  be  labour 

Fro  humblehede  &  fro  Boial  Maieste 

Yp  rose  he  lulius  pe  conquerottr 

That  al  )>e  Occident  be  lahde  <&  see  3864 

Be  strenkej^e  of  hande  or  elles  be  trete 

And  vnto  Home  maade  hem  tributaiye 

And  se])))en  of  Eome  )>an  Emp^oure  was  he 

Til  J>at  fortune  wex  his  aduersarie  3868 

%  0  myht  Gesai'  ]>at  in  Thessalye 

Ajeines  Pompeus  fiEtder  pin  in  lawe 

Of  pai  )>e  orient  hadde  al  )>e  cheualrie 

As  fer  as  }ra  daie  beginne)>  to  dawe  3872 

Theime  ]>oruhe  )>i  knyhthode  hast  hem  take  &  slawe 

Saue  fewe  folke  faX  vrip  pompeus  fledde 

]>orwho  whiche  )>ou  puttest  al  pe  orient  in  awe 

|K)nke  fortune  ])at  so  wele  )>e  spedde  3876 
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If  Bot  nowe  a  litel  while  .1.  wil  beweile 

^ifl  Pompeus  pis  noble  gonemoure 

Of  Home  whiehe  pai  fijep  att  fis  Batayle 

•L  saye  one  of  his  men  a  fals  tiaituie  3880 

His  hedde  of  finote  to  wynne  him  fauouie 

Of  Julius  &  him  pe  hede  brouht 

Alas  Pompey  of  fe  Orient  conqueroure 

That  fortune  vnto  suche  a  dej^e  brouht  3884 

IT  To  Eome  a^eine  Eepaire]>  lulius 

Wif  his  tryumphe  laureate  ful  hihe 

Bot  on  a  time  Brutus  Cassius  Omf  tia,  bMk] 

]>at  euere  hadde  of  his  hihe  astate  envie  3888 

Ful  pnuely  had  maad  conspiracye 

A^eynes  ]>is  lulius  in  subtilite  wise 

And  kest  )>e  place  in  whiehe  he  scholde  deye 

Wip  Bodekynnes  as  .1.  schal  ^owe  devise  3892 

IT  This  lulius  to  pe  Capitoile  went 

vpon  a  daie  as  he  was  wont  to  goone 

And  in  pe  Capitoile  anone  him  hente 

This  falce  Brutus  on  of  his  foule  fone  3896 

And  stikked  him  vrip  Bodekinnes  anone 

Wip  mony  a  wound  <&  pua  pe  lete  him  lye 

Bot  neuere  gronte  he  att  no  stroke  bott  one 

Or  elles  att  tuo  bot  if  his  stoiy  lye  3900 

IF  So  manly  was  pia  lulius  of  hert 

And  so  wele  loued  estately  honeste 

pat  ])ouht  his  dedely  woundes  so  sore  smert 

His  Mantil  ou^re  his  hippes  cast  he  3904 

For  no  man  schol  se  his  pnuetee 

And  as  he  lay  in  deynge  in  a  trance 

And  wist  verraily  ^at  dede  was  he 

Of  honeste  ^it  hadde  he  Remembrance  3908 
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%  Lucan  to  )>is  story  .1.  recommende 

And  to  Sweton  &  to  Valerius  also 

}»at  of  )>is  stone  write])  woide  &  ende 

How  ]>at  pes  grete  Conqnerous  two  3912 

Fortune  was  first  frende  &  aifen  foo 

Ko  man  ne  trust  ypon  his  fauour  longe 

Bot  haue  liire  in  awaite  for  euer  mo 

Wittnesse  on  bM.  pes  conqueroures  strongs  3916 

Be  Creso  fiege . 

IT  This  Eiche  Cresus  whilom  kinge  of  Lyde 

Of  whiche  Cresus  Ciquus  sore  him  dradde 

3ette  was  he  cauht  amydes  al  his  pride 

And  to  be  brent  men  to  pe  fire  him  ladde  3920 

Bot  suche  a  Haine  doune  &o  pe  walkyn  schadde 

pBLt  slouhe  ])e  fire  &  maade  him  to  eskape 

Bot  to  be  warre  ^itte  no  grace  he  hadde 

Til  fortune  on  J^e  galoues  maade  him  gape  3924 

IT  Whan  he  ascaped  was  he  can  nouht  stinte 

For  to  be-ginne  a  newe  Beyne  a^eine 

He  wende  wele  psi  fortune  him  sente 

Suche  happe  )>at  he  ascaped  ])oruhe  J^e  Heine  D«Kf  n7]   3928 

]>at  of  his  foos  he  myht  nouht  be  sleine 

And  suche  a  sweuen  vpon  a  nyht  he  mette 

Of  whiche  he  was  proude  &  eke  feine 

]>at  in  vengeance  he  al  his  hert  setto  3932 

IT  Ypon  a  tre  he  was  as  J^at  him  ])ouhte 

There  lubiter  him  wessche  bo])e  halse  &  side 

And  phebus  eke  a  faire  towel  him  brouht 

To  drye  him  wif  &  perto  wex  his  pride  3936 

And  to  his  doubter  pat  stode  him  be-side 

Whiche  poi  he  knowe  in  hihe  science  abounde 

He  badd  him  tel  hir  what  it  signified 

And  sche  his  dreme  began  riht  ])us  expounde  3940 
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IT  The  tre  quod  sche  )>e  galouse  is  to  mene 

And  lubiter  be-tokene])  snowe  &  reyne 

And  Phebus  vrip  his  towele  so  clene 

Is  pe  Sonne  stremes  for  to  seyne  3944 

Thou  schalt  an  honged  be  fader  certeine 

Beyne  schal  fe  wassche  <&  sonne  schal  pB  diye 

Thus  warned  sche  him  fill  platte  &  pleine 

His  doubter  ]>at  called  was  Phayne  3948 

IT  An  honged  was  Cresus  J)e  proude  kynge 

His  Boial  throne  myht  him  nouht  availe 

Tregedrye  in  none  opere  m&ner  ])inge 

Ne  cann  in  sinynge  '  crie  ne  be-weyle  3952 

Bot  pat  fortune  al  wei  wil  assaile 

Wi|y  ynwar  stroke  fe  Eelgnes  )>at  bien  proude 

For  whan  men  truste)>  hir  )>an  wil  sche  fails 

And  couere  hire  briht  face  wij)  a  cloude  3956 

Explioif  f abnla . 
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Ineipit*  prologt^ 

Hoo  qt^d  pe  kaylit  good  air  no  more  of  Jvis 
fsA  }e  liaue  saide  it  is  y-nowhe  j-vnB 
And  muchel  more  for  litel  heuynesse 
Is  riht  ynouhe  to  muche  folke  as  .1.  gest 
.1.  seie  for  me  it  is  a  grete  disese 
Where  as  men  h&p  buen  in  gre  wel)>e  &  ese 
To  heren  of  here  sodan  fal  alas 
And  J)e  contrarie  is  loye  &  grete  solace 
As  whan  ha^  hue  in  pouere  astate 
And  climbe])  vp  &  wsxep  fortunate 
And  )>are  abide])  in  prosperite 
Suche  ])inge  is  glad-some  as  it  ]>enke])  me . 
And  ])ouhe  suche  were  goodely  for  to  telle 
3e  quod  oure  Ost  be  seint  ponies  belle 
5e  seie  riht  so)>e  J^is  monke  he  clappe)>  loude 
He  spake  howe  fortune  couerd  was  wi])  a  cloude 
.1.  note  neuer  what  &  also  of  a  tregedrye 
Eiht  nowe  ^e  herde  &  parde  no  Eemedye 
It  is  to  be-weile  ne  to  compleyne 
That  ))at  is  done  and  als  it  is  a  peine 
As  ^e  haue  seide  to  hire  of  heuenesse 
Sir  monke  no  more  of  pis  so  god  30W  blysse 
3oure  tale  anoye)>  al  )>is  Compaigiiye 
Suche  talkeinge  is  nouht  wor])e  a  hotter  flye 
For  ))ere-inne  is  no  sporte  ne  game 
Where-fore  air  Monke  Dan  Piers  be  ^oure  name 
I  praie  hertely  tel  vs  sumwhatt  elles 
For  seker  ner  clynkenge  of  ^ouro  belles 
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^at  on  3oure  bridel  honge)>  on  euery  side 

Be  beven  kinge  ])at  for  vs  al  deide 

I  sclial  for  piB  fal  doune  for  slepe 

Al-))ouhe  ]»e  slouhe  badde  neuere  be  so  depe  3988 

Tban  badde  ^oure  tale  be  tolde  in  yejne 

For  certeynly  as  fes  clerkes  seyne 

Where  as  a  man  maye  baue  none  audience 

I^owbt  be[i]pe]>  to  tellen  bis  sentence  3992 

And  wele  .1.  woote  )>e  substance  is  in  me 

If  any  ))inge  scbal  wele  Eeported  bee 

Sire  sey  sum  wbatt  of  bunteinge  .1.  ^owe  preie 

Naye  quod  pe  monke  .1.  baue  no  luste  to  pleie  8996 

Nowe  latte  a  nofere  tel  as  .1.  baue  tolde 

Tban  spak  oure  Oste  wif  rude  specbe  &  bolde 

And  seide  vnto  ))e  Kones  preste  anone 

Com  nere  sir  prest  come  bider  sir  lobfi  4000 

Tel  vs  sucbe  ))inge  as  may  oure  bertes  glaade 

Be  merye  poube  ])ou  ride  vpon  a  lade 

^at  )>oube  )>ine  bors  be  foule  or  lene 

If  be  wil  seme  fe  rekke  fe  nouht  a  bene  4004 

Looke  fat  fine  berte  be  mere  eu<?rmo 

3is  oste  quod  be  so  mot  .1.  ride  or  go 

Bot  .1.  be  mery  .I.-wisse  .T.  wil  be  blamcde 

And  ribt  anone  be  bafe  bis  tale  tamede  4008 

And  pus  be  seide  to  vs  eucrycbon 

Tbis  swete  preste  pla  goodman  sir  lobfi 
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^dte    [head-line] 

./edowe  sumdel  stoupe  in  age  [wnq 

^  whilom  dwellynge  in  a  narwe  cotage       4012 
LJ  ^'  ^  sides  a  groue  standinge  in  a  dale 

/  ^is  wedow  whiche  .1.  tolde  jowe  of  my  tale 
/^    Seppen  pilko  daie  sclie  was  last  a  wif 

In  pacience  ledde  a  ful  simple  lif  4016 

For  litel  was  hire  catel  &  hire  rent 
Be  husbandry  suche  as  god  hire  sent 
Sche  fant  her  self  &  eke  her  douhtem  tuo 
pe  l&Tge  sewes  hadde  sche  &  no  mo  4020 

pre  kyne  &  eke  a  schepe  pat  hiht  mal 
Ful  soty  was  hir  boure  &  eke  hire  hal 
In  whiche  sche  ete  mony  a  sklender  mele 
Of  poynant  sauce  her  neded  neuer  a  dele  4024 

No  deynte  morsel  passed  hire  prote 
Hire  Dyaut  was  accordant  to  hire  cote 
Bepleciofm  maad  hir  neuer  seke 

Atempre  diete  was  ali  hire  phesike  4028 

And  exercise  &  hertes  sufficia?/nce 
The  goute  lettid  hire  no  pinge  to  daunce 
pe  Poplexie  ne  shent  nouht  hire  hede 
Ne  wyne  dranke  sche  neypere  white  ne  rede  4032 

Hire  horde  was  serued  most  wip  white  &  blakke 
Mclke  &  broime  brede  in  whiche  sche  fande  no  lakke 
Seyned  bakon  &  somtyme  a  neye  or  tweye 
For  sche  was  as  it  were  a  manere  deye  4036 

A  gardeyne  sche  hadde  closed  al  aboute 
"Wip  stikkes  &  a  drye  diche  wip  oute 
In  whiche  sche  hadde  a  kok  pat  hiht  chauntreH 
In  al  pe  land  of  croweinge  was  his  pere  4010 
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V 

\  voice  was  meriei'  )>an  )>e  meri  organe 
>^  -^sdaies  ])at  in  pe  clierclie  gone 


<^  kere  was  his  croweinge  in  his  loge 

'kloke  or  any  abbeie  orlege  4044 

>knewe  iche  ascencionne 
^viinoxiale  of  ])ilk  toune 
.  whanne  degrese  .xv.  were  descended 
J^an.knewe  he  ])at  it  myh  not  bue  a-mended  4048 

His  kombe  was  redder  ])an  ])e  fine  coralle 
Enbateled  as  it  were  a  castel  watt 
Byke  a3ure  was  his  legges  &  his  tone 
His  bille  was  blakke  &  as  ])e  gete  it  schone.  4052 

His  nailes  whitter  ]uia  |>e  lyly  floure  Dearsis,  bock] 

And  ylike  bumesshed  gold  was  his  colo^ir 
This  gentil  kok  hadd  in  his  gou^/nance 
.Vij.  hennes  to  done  him  plesance  4056 

Whiche  weron  his  susters  <&  his  parainoui*s 
And  wondere  ylike  to  him  as  of  Coloures 
Of  wiche  )>e  faiie  hewe  on  hire  }>roto 
Was  cleped  fair«  damysel  p^telote  4060 

Corteys  sche  was  discrete  &  debonaire 
And  companable  &  bare  hiro  self  so  faire 
Se))ens  ])ilke  daie  sche  was  sevenyht  olde 
That  trewly  sche  ha|)e  {)e  hert  in  holde  4064 

Of  chaunteclere  loken  in  euery  ly{>]>e 
He  loued  hire  so  ])at  wele  was  him  ])ere  wi^ 
Bot  suche  a  ioye  it  was  to  here  hem  singe 
Whan  }»at  )>e  briht  sone  be-gan  to  springe  .4068 

In  swete  accorde .  My  leue  is  fare  in  londe 
For  ])ilke  time  as  .1.  have  vnderstonde 
Bestes  &  birdes  kou)>e  speke  &  singe 
And  so  befel  at  in  a  dawenynge  4072 

As  chaunteclere  amonge  his  wives  att 
Satt  on  his  perche  )>at  was  in  ))e  hatt 
And  next  him  satt  liis  faire  p€/*telote 
This  chaunteclere  gan  gronen  in  his  ]>rote  4076 
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As  a  man  ^at  in  his  dreme  is  drecched  soie 

And  whan  ^at  Pertilote  J^us  heide  him  Bore 

8che  was  agast  Se  seide  hert  dere 

What  eyle)>  ^owe  to  grone  in  )>is  maner^  4080 

5e  bue  a  verrey  sleper  fye  for  schame 

And  he  anseward  &  seide  fuB  madame 

.1.  pray  30W  ])at  30  take  it  to  no  gieue 

Be  god  me  mette  ^at  .1.  was  in  suche  mischene  4084 

£iht  nowe  ^at  ^it  myne  hert  is  sore  afliht 

Kowe  quod  he  My  sweven  rede  ariht 

And  kepe  my  body  onte  of  foule  prisone 

Me  mette  ))at  .1.  Homed  ype  &  donne  4088 

Wijy-inne  oure  ^en)  where  as  .1.  sawe  a  beste 

Was  like  an  hunde  &  wolde  haue  maad  areste 

Ypon  My  body  &  wolde  haue  hadde  me  dede 

His  colour  was  be-twixe  white  &  Eede  4092 

And  tipped  was  his  taile  &  bo}»  his  eres 

Wi])  blak  vnlyke  )^  remenant  of  his  heres . 

His  snowte  smal  wi)>  gloweinge  eyen  tweye  paufci^ 

3it  of  his  loke  almoste  for  f«re  .1.  deye  4096 

fiB  caused  me  my  groneinge  douteles 

Avoye  quod  sche  Fy  on  30we  herteles 

Alas  quod  sche  for  be  ]>at  god  aboue 

Now  haue  ^e  lost  my  hert  &  my  loue  4100 

.1.  kan  nouht  loue  a  cowanl  be  my  fei)>e 

For  certes  what  so  any  wow  man  seyf  e 

Wil  al  desiren  if  it  myht  be 

To  haue  husbandes  harde  wise  &  f re  4104 

And  secre  ne  no  nygard  ne  none  fole 

Ne  him  ^at  is  agast  of  euery  tole 

!Ne  none  avauntour  be  ))at  god  aboue 

How  dorst  3e  seye  for  schame  vnto  ^oure  loue  4108 

}»at  any  ])inge  myht  maake  ^owe  aferde 

Haue  30  none  mannes  herte  &  han  berde 

Alas  &  kan  30  be  aga»t  of  sweue[n]8se 

[No  thyng  god  woot/  buf  vanyte/  in  sweuyn  is/.]  ^j*  ™. 
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Sweuens  engendur  of  repleciones 

[And  ofte  of/  fame  &  of*  complexions/.]     psuL  17M,  {^im.  hki 

Whan  humours  bien  to  aboundant  in  a  whight 

Certes  )>Ls  dreme  whiche  je  haue  herd  to  nyht  4116 

Comep  of  fe  grete  superfluy te 

Of  30ure  rede  coloure  parde 

Whiche  cause|>  folk  to  dreme  hira  dremes 

Of  Arwes  and  of  fire  wi)>  rede  lemes  4120 

Of  Eede  bestes  ))at  willen  hem  bite 

Of  contek  &  of  whelpes  grete  &  lite 

Kiht  as  )>e  humore  malancolye 

Cause))  many  a  man  in  slepe  to  ciye  4124 

For  fere  of  beres  &  boles  blake 

Or  elles  bkke  deueles  wi  him  tak 

Of  oyerQ  humerous  cou))  .1.  tel  also 

pot  werken  mony  a  man  in  slepe  ful  wo  4128 

Bot  .1.  wil  passe  as  lihtly  as  .1.  kan 

Lo  Caton  whiche  fat  was  so  wise  a  man 

Seide  he  not  )>us  ne  do  no  force  of  dremes 

Now  sir  quod  sche  whan  we  Rye  fro  pe  hemes  4132 

Fot  goddes  loue  as  take  sum  laxatif 

Vpon  perile  of  my  soule  &  of  my  lyf 

.1.  counsel  ^owe  )>e  best  .1.  wil  nou^t  lye 

])at  bo]>e  of  coloure  &  of  Malancolye  4136 

fe  pure  jowe  f  &  for  je  scholne  nouht  taiy 

Jyouho  )>at  in  pis  toune  is  no  potecarye 

.1.  schal  my  self  to  erbes  techen  30  we  [iMf  si9.  back] 

Jyat  schal  biene  ^oure  hele  <&  joure  prowe  4140 

And  in  pe  gardine  po  erbes  schal  .1.  finde 

pe  whiche  haue  of  here  prop[er]te  be  kinde 

To  purgen  ^owe  be-ne))e  &  eke  aboue 

For-^ettep  nouht  pia  for  goddes  owen  loue  4144 

3e  bien  ful  colerik  of  complexioune 

Were  pe  sonne  in  his  ascencioune 

Ne  fynde  ^oue  replite  of  ^oure  humers  bote 

And  if  it  do  f  I.  dare  wele  leie  a  grote  4148 
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pat  ^e  schal  haue  a  tenere  t^ciane 

Or  an  Agwe  fat  male  "be  ^ovae  bane 

A  daye  or  tuo  je  schal  hane  digesiiues 

Df  wermes  ar  36  take  ^oure  laxatiues  4152 

Of  Laureole  f  Centaure  &  of  fymyter 

Or  elles  of  elobore  Jat  growej)  fere 

Of  Catapnce  or  of  gaitres  buiyes 

Of  herbe  yve  groinge  in  owre  gardine  ])at  merery  is     4156 

Pake  hem  vp  riht  as  J^ei  growe  &  ete  hem  inne 

Be  mery  hnsbande  for  joure  faders  kinne 

Drede])  no  dreme  .1.  can  sei  ^owe  no  more 

Madame  quod  he  gremercy  of  ^onre  lore  4160 

Bot  na])eles  as  toucheinge  dan  Catoone 

That  ha}»  of  wisdom  suche  grete  renoune 

Be  god  men  maie  in  olde  bokes  reede 

One  of  fe  grettest  Auctor  onte  of  drede  4164 

And  mony  a  man  mor^  of  auctorite 

Than  ener  Caton  was  so  mott  .1.  fe 

That  al  pe  [rejuerese  seine  of  her«  sentence 

And  haue  wele  foonden  be  experience  4168 

]>at  dremes  be  significacions 

As  wele  of  loye  as  of  tribiilacions 

pat  folke  enduren  in  pis  lif  present 

The  nedep  nouht  to  make  of  pis  none  argument  4172 

])e  verei  preue  schewep  it  in  dede 

One  of  pe  grettest  auctor  pat  men  rode 

seip  pus  pat  whilom  ttio  felawes  ^ede 

On  pilgrenage  in  a  ful  grete  nede  4176 

And  happed  so  pei  cam  in  to  a  tonne 

Where  as  pere  was  suche  congregacione 

Of  peple  and  eke  of  streite  herbigage 

pat  pei  [ne]  fande  as  meche  as  a  cotage .  4180 

In  whiche  pei  hope  myht  y-loged  be  [k«f  »oi 

Wherfor  pei  myhten  of  necessite 

As  for  pat  nyht  departen  of  compaignye 

And  icho  of  hem  gope  vntil  his  ostelerye  4184 
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And  toke  his  logeinge  as  it  wolde  fal 

^at  one  of  hem  was  loged  in  a  stal 

Ferre  in  a  jerde  wi^  oxen  of  pe  plonhe 

]>e  to^«re  mafi  was  loged  weie  y-nowhe  4188 

As  was  his  aduentor  or  his  fortune 

That  TS  gouemep  fdi  as  in  comone 

And  so  be*fel  longe  ar  it  were  daie 

^is  man  mette  in  his  bedde  pere  he  le3'e  4192 

Howe  p&t  his  felawe  gan  on  him  ealle 

And  seid  alas  for  in  an  oxe  stalls 

This  nyht  .1.  schal  be  mordred  Jwre  J.  lye 

Nowe  helpe  me  dere  hiofere  ar  .1.  deye  1  4196 

In  al  haste  come  to  me  he  seide . 

This  man  oute  of  lus  slepe  for  fere  abraide . 

Bot  whan  ])at  he  wakened  out  of  his  slepe 

He  turned  him  &  toke  of  pis  no  kepe  4200 

Him  ))ouht  his  diem  was  nouht  bot  a  vauite 

Thus  twyes  in  his  slepe  dremed  he 

And  att  J)e  )>redde  time  ^it  his  felawe 

Cam  as  him  ^ouht  .L  am  nowe  .L-slawe  4204 

Be-holde  my  blode  wounde  depe  &  wide 

Aryse  vp  erly  in  Je  mome  tyde 

And  att  fe  west  gate  of  pe  toune  quod  he 

A  cart  ful  of  donge  pere  schalt  ^ou  see  4208 

Tn  whiche  my  body  is  hidde  ful  prtuelye 

Do  ])ilke  cart  areste  boldelye 

My  golde  caused  my  morder  so])e  to  seyne 

And  tolde  hym  eu^ry  poynte  ho  we  was  sleyne  4212 

Wi])  a  ful  py  tons  face  pale  of  he  we 

And  trust  wele  his  drem  he  fonde  ful  trewe 

For  on  pe  mome  as  sone  as  it  was  daie 

To  his  felawes  inne  he  toke  ^e  riht  waie  4216 

And  whan  he  cam  to  pia  oxe  stidl 

Afifeter  his  felawe  he  began  to  caH 

The  Osteler  answerd  him  anone 

And  seide  sir  joure  felawe  is  gone  4220 
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As  Bone  as  dei  he  went  oute  of  tonne 

This  man  gan  fal  in  grete  suspeccion 

Remembreinge  on  his  dremes  p&t  he  mete 

And  foT]>e  ho  go])e  no  longere  wolde  he  let  r-eafne.bMk]  4224 

Vnto  pe  west  gate  of  J?e  toune  &  fonde 

A  dongc  cart  as  he  went  to  douge  ])e  londe 

pat  was  araide  in  pe  same  wyse 

As  ^e  haue  heide  ])e  dede  man  deuise  4228 

And  wij)  an  hardy  hert  he  gan  to  ciie 

Vengeance  &  Justice  of  fis  felonye 

Myne  felawe  murdre  is  )>e  same  nyht 

And  in  pla  carte  lie  liep  gapeinge  vpriht  4232 

[I  cry  out*  on  the  mynistres  quod  he    ^^SoJ^^-^MS^wTf? 'cli 

Thaf  shulden  kepe .  and  nde  this  citee  JIS^*  Hii^nkr"' 

H^row  alias .  hire  litl&  my  felaw  slayne  [iM/ns] 

Whaf  shuldl  I  more .  vnto  this  tale  sayne 

The  peple  vp  stert*.  and  cast*  the  carf  to  ground 

And  in  the  myddil  of  the  dung*,  ther  they  found]  ^SrfwEdW* 

The  de[de]  man  )>at  murded  was  al  newe 

O  blisful  god  pat  art  so  iust  &  trewo  4240 

Lo  howe  J)ou  be-wryest  moixiei*  al  weie 

Mordre  wil  oute  pat  se  we  daie  be  daie 

Mordre  is  so  wlatesome  &  abomynable 

To  god  pat  is  so  luste  &  resonable  4244 

pat  he  ne  wil  nouht  sufTre  it  heled  be 

pei  it  abide  a  3ere  or  two  or  pre 

Mordre  wil  oute  pis  es  myne  conclusioune 

And  riht  anone  Ministres  of  pe  same  toune  4248 

And  hente  pe  carter  &  sore  him  pynede 

And  eke  the  hosfcelere  so  ferre  engynede 

pat  pei  be-knewe  here  wykkcdne^se  anone 

And  weren  hanged  be  pe  nckke  bone  4252 

Here  maie  mewne  see  pat  dremes  bien  to  drede 

And  certes  in  [the]  same  book  .1.  rede 

liiht  in  pe  next  chapetre  .L  rede  of  pis 

•I.  gabbe  nouht  so  haue  .1.  loye  &  blis  4256 
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[Two  men  thaf  wold?,  han  passed  the  see]       ^^f^'Sm^* 

For  certeyne  cause  into  a  fer  Contre 

If  J)at  pe  wynde  ne  hadde  bue  contiarie 

}»at  maade  hem  in  a  Cite  for  to  tarye  4260 

pat  stode  ful  merie  vpon  an  hauen  side 

Bot  on  a  daie  a^eines  pe  euen  tide 

The  wynde  gan  chaunge  &  blew  as  him  lest 

lolif  &  gladde  pei  wenten  vnto  rest  4264 

And  kesten  hem  ful  erly  vnto  seile 

Lot  herken  pat  o  man  fel  in  grete  pereile 

The  tone  of  hem  in  slepeinge  as  he  leye 

Him  mett  a  wonder  dreme  a^eines  pe  daye  4268 

Him  pouht  a  man  stode  be  his  side 

And  him  commanded  pat  he  schold  abide 

And  seid  him  pus  if  pou  to  morne  wende 

pou  schalt  be  dreynte  my  tale  is  att  an  ende  4272 

He  awoke  &  told  his  felawes  what  he  mette . 

And  praide  him  his  viage  for  to  lete  n«f  asO 

As  for  pat  daie  he  praide  him  to  abide 

His  felawe  pat  laye  be  his  beddes  side  4276 

Gan  for  to  lauhe  &  scorned  him  ful  fast 

Ko  dreme  quod  he  maie  myne  herte  agaste 

pat  .1.  wil  lette  for  to  do  my  pinges 

.1.  sett  nouht  a  strawe  be  dremeinges  4280 

For  swevens  bien  bot  vanytees  &  Tapes 

Mewne  dreme  alweie  of  owles  &  of  apes 

And  of  mony  a  mase  pere  wip  att 

Men  dremen  of  pinge  pat  neu^r  was  ne  schatt  4284 

Bott  sepen  .1.  see  pat  pou  wilte  here  abide 

And  pus  for-slewpen  wOlfuHy  pe  tide 

God  wote  it  rewep  me  &  haue  good  daie 

And  pus  he  toke  his  leue  &  went  his  waie  4288 

And  er  pat  he  hadde  halfe  his  cours  ysailed 

,T.  note  whie  ne  whatt  meschaunce  it  eylede 

Bot  Casually  pe  schip  bothome  to-rent te 

And  schip  &  man  vnder  pe  wat^  wente  4292 
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In  siht  of  o^ere  schippes  hem  beside 

fat  wi])  liim  sailed  att  ))e  same  tide 

And  perioie  he  seide  p^rtelote  so  dere 

£u  suche  ensamples  olde  maist  pon  lere  4296 

]}at  noman  schold  hue  to  recheles 

Of  dremes  for  .1.  saie  pe  doubteles 

\>9,t  mony  a  dreme  ful  sore  is  for  to  drede 

If  Lo  in  ])e  lif  of  seint  kenelme  .L  rede  4300 

))at  was  kenulphes  sofi  )>e  noble  kinge 

Of  Mercenrike  howe  Kenelme  mette  a  )>inge 

A  litel  ar  he  was  murdred  ofi  a  daie 

HiB  murdre  in  his  avisione  he  seyhe  4304 

His  nonce  him  expounded  enery  dele 

His  sweuen  &  bad  him  for  to  kep  him  wele 

For  traisofi  bot  he  was  .vij.  jere  olde 

And  pero-fore  litel  tale  h&pe  he  tolde  4308 

Of  onj  dreme  so  holy  was  myn  herte 

Be  god  .1.  hadde  leuer  p&n  my  scherte 

))at  je  hadde  his  legends  as  haue  .L 

Dame  pertelote  .1.  saie  30W  trewlye  4312 

Macrobeus  ]>at  write  pe  avisioun 

In  Aff[r]ike  of  J)e  worjje  Cypriown 

Afferme))  dremes  &  self  y&t  fere  biene 

Wameynge  of  ))inges  ))at  men  after  seen  *  [knf tsi,  i»di]  4316 

And  for{)tfrmore  .1.  praie  ^owe  loke])  wele 

The  olde  testament  of  Danyele 

If  he  helde  dremes  of  any  vanyte 

Kede  eke  of  loeeph  &  pon  schal  je  see  4320 

Whejyer  dremes  bien  sumtyme  .1.  seye  nouht  att 

Warneynge  of  )»inges  fat  schal  after  fatt 

IF  Loke  of  Egipte  ]>e  kinge  dan  Pharaho 

His  Baker  &  his  Boteler  also  4324 

Where  ))ei  ne  felte  none  effect  in  dremes 

"Who  so  woUe  8e[r]che  ]>e  actes  of  sundre  Realmes 

Maie  rede  of  dremes  mony  a  worder  ))inge 

Loo  cresus  whiche  ])at  was  of  Lidde  kinge  4028 
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Met  he  nouht  ))at  lie  sat  vpon  a  tre 

Wliiche  signified  lie  scholde  an  hanged  hue 

Lo  here  Adromacha  Ectores  wyfe 

pat  dale  yai  Ector  schold  lese  his  lif  4332 

Sche  dremed  on  pe  same  nyht  be-fome 

Howe  ])at  ]>e  lif  of  Ector  schold  be  lome 

If  )»ilke  daye  he  wente  in-to  Bataile 

Sche  warned  him  hot  it  myht  not  ayaOe  4336 

He  went  for  to  feyhten  neuere  )>e  lese 

Bot  he  was  sleyne  of  Achilles 

Eot  fUke  tale  is  al  to  longe  to  teH 

And  eke  it  is  nyhe  daie  .1.  may .  dneH  4340 

Schortly  .1.  seie  as  for  conclnsione 

))at  .1.  schal  ha  of  ])is  avisione 

Of  aduersitees  &  .1.  saie  iorfere  more 

pat  .1.  wil  tell  of  laxati&  no  store  4344 

For  pei  biene  venemous  .1.  wote  riht  wele 

.1.  hem  defy  .1.  loue  hem  neuere  a  dele 

Kow  lat  vs  speke  of  merpe  &  stinte  al  pis 

Madame  Pertelot  so  haue  .1.  blisse  4348 

Of  o  pinge  god  hape  me  sent  large  grace 

For  whan  .1.  se  pe  beaute  of  jonre  face 

je  bien  so  scarlete  rede  aboute  3oure  ey^en 

It  makepe  al  myl  dredo  for  to  deyen  4352 

For  as  so  seker  as  in  principio 

Mulier  est  hominia  confusio 

Madame  pe  sentence  of  pis  latiue  is 

Womman  is  mannes  loye  &  al  his  blisse  4356 

For  whan  .1.  fele  a  nyht  joitre  soft  side 

Al  be  it  pat  [I]  maie  nouht  ofi  ^oure  ride  ciwf  wij 

For  pat  oure  perche  is  maade  so  narwe  alas 

I  am  so  ful  of  loye  &  solace  4360 

pat  .1.  defy  hope  swenen  &  dreme 

And  wip  pat  worde  he  fliep  donne  fro  pe  beme 

For  it  was  daie  &  eke  his  hennes  aU 

And  wip  a  chokke  he  gan  hem  for  to  caH:  4364 

LANSDOWNE  681    (6-T.  292) 


SIX-TEXT    293 

GROUP  B.  §  14.  nun'b  priest's  tale.  Lanidowne  XS. 

For  he  had  fonden  a  come  laie  in  ])e  3erde 

Hoyal  he  was  no  more  afeixle 

He  feferde  "pertelode  tuente  time 

And  trade  hire  as  oft  ar  it  were  pnme  4368 

He  loke)»  as  it  were  a  grime  lyone 

And  on  his  toos  he  Eomed  vp  &  doune 

Him  deynede  no^t  to  sett  his  feet  on  grounde 

Aie  chokked  he  whan  he  hadde  a  come  yfounde  4372 

And  to  him  fan  ran  his  wyves  att 

Thus  Roial  as  a  pnnce  in  his  halle 

Leue  .1.  J»is  chaunteclere  in  his  pasture 

And  after,  wil  .1.  tel  of  his  aduenture  4376 

If  Whan  )>e  mone))  in  whiche  f  e  werlde  he-ganno 

))at  hiht  Marche  whan  god  first  maad  manne 

Was  complete  &  passed  where  also 

Sejen  .Marche  be-gan*.xxx.  dales  &  tuo  4380 

Be-fel  )»at  Chaunteclere  in  his  pride 

His  .vij.  wives  walkinge  be  his  side 

Kest  yp  his  hijefi  to  f  e  briht  sond 

))at  in  ])e  signs  of  taunis  was  yron^ '  4384 

f  rette  degrees  &  one  &  sumwhat  more 

He  knewe  be  kinds  &  be  none  of«re  lore 

])at  it  was  pnme  &  krewe  wi}»  blisful  steuen 

pe  Sonne  he  seide  is  clombon  yp  on  heuen  4388 

.xl.  degres  &  .1.  &  more  y-wif-se 

Madame  pertelote  Mi  werldes  blisse 

Herken  howe  fes  blisful  birdes  singe 

And  see  f  e  frische  flowres  how  Jjei  springe  4392 

Ful  is  myne  herte  of  reuel  &  solas 

Bott  sodanly  him  fel  a  sorweful  cas 

For  enere  f  e  later  ende  of  loye  is  sone  ago 

And  comuwly  oft  time  it  fallej)  so  4396 

And  if  a  Rethor  coufe  faire  endite 

He  in  a  cronikle  myht  sauely  write 

As  for  a  souereyne  notabilite . 

Nowe  eucrey  wiseman  herken  me  [leafm,  OMk]    4400 
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This  stone  is  as  trewe  .1.  ynder-take 

As  is  ))e  booke  of  lancelote  ^e  lake 

That  wemmen  helde  in  fill  grete  Reu^rence 

Nowe  wil  .1.  tume  ajeine  to  my  sentence  4404 

A  kole  fox  fill  of  sleihte  &  iniquite 

faii  in  fe  groue  had  woned  jeres  fie 

Be  hihe  ymaginacion  afome  y-kast 

The  same  niht  ])orwhe-oute  pe  hegges  blast  4408 

In-to  ))e  jerde  ^er  channteclere  ]>e  faire 

Was  wonte  <fe  eke  his  wif  to  repaire 

And  in  a  bedde  of  woTtes  stil  he  laye 

Til  it  was  passed  vndern  of  fe  daye  4412 

Wayteinge  his  time  on  channteclere  to  fail 

As  gladly  done  ]7es  homicides  a& 

]?at  in  awaite  ligge  to  murdre  men 

O  fals  Mordroure  roukeinge  in  fi  den  4416 

0  newe  Scariot  &  newe  Genylonn 

Fals  dis8imylo?fr  o  greke  Synonn 

That  brouhtest  troye  al  vtterly  to  sonve 

O  channteclere  acursed  be  y&t  morwe  4420 

^at  foxL  in  ^e  ^erde  fleihe  from  ^e  hemes 

fou  were  wele  y-wamed  be  fi  dremes 

})at  ^ilke  daie  was  perilonse  to  ^e 

Bot  ^at  at  god  a-for  wote  it  mote  nodes  be  4424 

After  optnione  of  certeiue  clerkes 

Witnesse  on  him  fat  any  clerke  es 

))at  in  scole  grete  altercacioun 

In  pia  matier  &  grete  dispntacioun  4428 

And  ha])e  bne  of  an  hundre))  )»oiisand  mea 

But  .1.  ne  can  bult  it  to  f  e  branne 

As  kan  fe  holy  doctur  Austine 

Or  Boice  or  fe  Bischopp^  Bradwardine  4432 

Wef ere  fat  goddes  wiH  afore  weteinge 

StreyneJ)  me  nedely  for  to  done  a  ping& 

Nedely  clepe  .1.  Simple  necessite 

Of  elles  if  fe  fre  choyce  be  graunted  me  4436 
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To  do  ^t  same  ]>iiige  or  to  do  it  nou3t 

)>oiilie  god  for-wote  it  ar  it  was  wrooht 

Or  of  his  weteinge  streyne])  neuere  a  dele 

Bot  be  necessite  condidonele  4440 

J.  wil  nowht  haue  to  done  of  suche  Matiei* 

Mi  tale  is  of  a  koke  as  }e  maie  her6  Deaf  mj 

That  toke  his  counsel  of  his  wif  with  sorwe 

To  walken  in  fe  jerde  vpon  ])e  morwe  4444 

^t  he  hadde  mette  ]>e  dreme  as  .1.  ^owe  tolde 

WeTnmen  counsel  bien  fill  often  colde 

Wemmen  counsel  brouht  vs  first  to  woo 

And  niaade  Adam  fro  paradise  to  go  4448 

fere  as  he  was  ful  mery  &  wele  att  ese 

Bot  for  .1.  note  whome  .L  miht .  it  displese 

If  .1.  counsel  of  wemmen  wolde  blame 

Passe  ouere  for  .1.  said  it  in  mj  game  4452 

Bede  Auctors  where  ]>ei  trete  of  suche  matier 

And  what  pei  seine  of  wemmen  hier 

yeoe  biene  fe  kokkes  wordes  &  nouht  myne 

•L  kan  no  harme  of  no  womman  devine  4456 

Faire  in  ]>e  sande  to  ba]>e  hire  merilye 

Ly]>e  p«rtelote  &  hire  susters  bye 

Ajeine  pe  sunne  &  chaunteclere  so  fre 

Sange  merier  ]>at  pe  meri  mer^maide  in  |>e  see  4460 

For  Phisiologus  seij^e  witterly 

How  p&t  yei  singen  wele  &  merely 

And  so  be-fett  as  he  kest  his  y^e 

Amonges  |>e  wortes  ypon  a  butterflye  4464 

He  was  ware  of  yia  fox  fat  ley  ful  lowe 

Ko]>inge  lust  him  fan  to  crowe 

Bot  cride  anone  kok  kok  &  vp  he  sterte 

As  a  man  was  afi&aide  in  his  herte  4468 

For  naturaly  a  beste  desire])  to  flee 

Fro  his  contrarie  whan  he  maie  it  see 

]3ei]ie  he  nexkere  hadde  seen  it  erst  wif  his  ye 

The  chaunteclere  when  he  gan  him  a^ye  4472 
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He  walde  liaue  fledde  Bot  fai  ]>e  fox  anone 

Sayde  gentil  sire  alas  what  witi:  ^e  done 

Bene  je  affiraide  of  me  ])at  am  ^oure  frende 

Ceites  sire  ^t  bien  je  vn-hende  4476 

If  .1.  to  3owe  wolde  harme  or  velanye 

.1.  am  nouht  cofTzme  joure  consel  to  asjfye 

Bot  trewly  J)e  cause  of  my  comynge 

was  onely  to  lierken  howe  )»at  .1.  singe  4480 

For  trewly .  ^e  haue  as  mery  a  steuene 

As  an  Angel  h&fe  fat  is  in  heuene 

))er-wi])  ^e  haue  in  fysik  mor^  feleynge 

^an  hadde  Boys  or  any  ])at  kan  singe      Deaf  as,  bMk]     4484 

Min  lorde  ^ouie  fader  god  his  soule  blisse 

And  eke  ^oure  moder  of  his  gentillese 

Haue  in  myne  house  bien  to  ^oure  grete  ese 

And  certes  mr  ful  feine  wold  I  jowe  plese  4488 

Bot  for  men  speke)>  of  singeinge  [I  wott  seie.  [B«xLi78S,(ri86] 

So  mote  I  broke  mjm  yen  tweie . 

Sauf  ye  I  ne  herd/  neuyr/  man  so  syng .] 

As  dide  joure  fader  in  fe  momeinge  4492 

Certes  it  was  of  hert  al  fsi  he  sange 

And  for  to  make  his  voice  fe  more  strange 

He  wolde  so  peyne  him  fat  wi^  bo)»  his  yjen 

He  nost  wynke  so  loude  he  dide  criene  4496 

And  stond  on  his  tiptos  fere  wif  al 

And  strecche  for)»e  his  nekke  longe  &  smal 

And  eke  he  was  of  suche  discrecione 

fat  )>er  was  no  man  in  no  region  -  4500 

])at  him  in  sange  or  wisdome  myht  passe 

.1.  haue  wele  redde  Dan  Bumel  fe  asse 

Amonge  his  vers  fere  was  a  kok 

For  a  prates  sonne  jaue  him  a  knoke  4504 

Ypon  his  legges  whan  he  was  jonge  &  nyce 

He  maade  him  for  to  lese  his  benefice 

Bot  certeine  fere  is  no  compansot^n 

Bc-tuyx  ^e  wisdome  &  discrcsioun  4508 
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Of  ^OTue  fader  &  his  fmbtilite 

"Nowe  singe])  sire  for  seint  charite 

Lete  se  con  je  joure  fader  counteifet 

This  Chaunteclere  his  wynges  gan  to  bete  4512 

As  man  ]>at  cou)>e  his  tareson  nouht  aspie 

So  was  he  Eauysched  wi))  his  flaterie 

Alas  )e  lordes  mony  a  fals  flaterer 

Is  in  joure  conrte  &  monj  a  losengier  4516 

pB,t  plesen  jowe  more  be  my  feijro 

pan  he  )»at  so)»e£Eistnesse  ynto  jowe  8ei]> 

Eede]>  Ecclesiastre  of  flatre 

Be  war  je  lordee  of  here  trecherie  4520 

This  Chaunteclere  stode  hihe  ypon  his  toos 

Strecheinge  his  nekke  &  held  his  yen  cloos 

And  gan  to  crowe  londe  for  )>e  nones 

And  Dan  Buss^  stert  yp  al  at  ones  4524 

And  by  )>e  gorge  hente  chaunteclere 

And  on  his  bak  to-warde  pe  woode  him  bere 

^For  jitt  was  pere  noman  him  sewed  SS'Sd  on  h5 

O  destanye  f&t  inaiste  not  bn  enchewed  wode'uta^/* 

Alas  ))at  chaunteclere  fel  po  fro  pe  heme 

Alas  his  wif  ne  ronht  nouht  of  dremes 

And  on  a  fridaye  fel  al  ))is  meschaunce 

O  venus  ])at  is  goddes  of  plesatmce  4532 

Scpes  ])at  pi  seruant  was  ]>us  chaunteclere 

And  [in]  pi  s^ruice  dide  al  his  powers 

More  for  delite  )»an  pe  werlde  to  multiplie 

Whi  woldest  }>ou  sufFor  on  Ji  daye  to  deye  4536 

0  gaufride  dere  maister  souereigne 

Than  whan  ])i  wor)»i  kinge  Eichard  was  sleyne 

Wi])  schotte  compleigned  his  de])  so  sore 

Whi  ne  hadd  .1.  nowe  ))i  sentence  Ss  ])i  lore  4540 

j)e  fryday  for  to  chide  as  deden  30 

For  on  a  fryday  schortly  sleyne  was  he 

^n  wolde  .1.  schewe  ^owe  howe  ])at  .1.  coxLpe  pleyne 

For  chaunteclere  &  for  his  peyne  4544 
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Certes  suche  crie  ne  lamentacione 

Was  of  ladies  maade  whan  pat  Elyone 

"Was  wonne  &  pirrus  wif  his  streiht  sweide 

Whan  he  hente  kinge  Prian  be  Je  berde  4543 

And  sleyne  him  as  sdide  Eneydos 

As  maaden  a&  fe  hennes  in  ^e  close 

Whan  fei  hadd  seye  of  Chaunteclere  Je  siht 

Botte  souereignely  dame  Fertelot  schriht  4552 

Pul  ludde  ])an  dide  Esdrubaldes  wif 

WTian  fat  hir  husbonde  hadde  lost  hir  lif 

And  ))at  Je  Romeynes  hadde  bemt  Cartage 

Sche  was  so  ful  of  tourment  &  of  rage  4556 

]>at  wilfully  in-to  ))e  fire  sche  stert 

And  bemedo  her  self  wif  a  stedfiEist  hert 

0  .  woful  hennes  riht  so  cride  30 

As  whan  fat  nero  bemed  fe  Cite  4560 

Of  Eome  Criden  fe  Senatours  wifes 

Por  fat  her  husbondes  scholde  lese  herd  ly ves 

Wif -outen  gulte  Nero  haf  e  hem  sleyne 

Kow  wil  .1.  tume  to  my  tale  a-^eine  4564 

This  cely  wedowe  &  here  dowhters  tuo 

Herden  fe  hennes  crie  &  maden  wo 

And  oute  att  f e  dore  stert  fei  a  none 

And  sawe  f  e  fox  to-warde  f  e  groue  gone  ihattu,  back] 

And  bare  ypon  his  bakke  fe  koke  awaie 

And  Criden  oute  hairowe  &  walaweie 

A  ha  f e  fox  &  After  hem  fei  Banne 

And  ek  wif  staues  mony  anof^  manne  4572 

Eanne  Colle  oure  dogge  talbot  &  Garland 

And  Malkin  wif  here  distaf  in  hir^  hand 

Kann  f e  cowe  &  f  e  calf  &  eke  fe  yerrey  hogges 

Sore  aferde  for  berkeinge  of  fe  dogges  4576 

And  schowteinge  of  men  &  of  wemmen  eke 

fei  rann  so  her  hert  fei  f  ouht  to  breke 

The  Dokes  criden  as  men  wold  hem  qwelle 

fei  jelden  as  fendes  done  in  helle  4580 
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Oute  of  ]>e  hyves  cam  fe  swiame  of  bees 

The  gees  for  fere  flowe  ouer  Je  trees 

So  hjdous  was  )>e  nojce  a  benedicite 

Series  he  lac  stiawe  &  his  Meyneje  4584 

Ke  maade  neuere  schowte  halfe  so  schiH 

Whan  ))at  fei  wolde  any  flenunynge  kiti: 

As  ))at  like  dale  was  maade  on  fe  fox 

Of  brasse  ]>ei  brouht  hemes  &  of  box  4588 

Of  home  &  bone  in  whiche  j^ei  poped 

])ere-wi]>-al  ]>ei  schriked  &  schowted 

It  semed  howe  ]>at  heuen  schold  fal 

Kowe  good  men  .1.  preie  30we  h6rkene)»  al  4592 

Lo  how  fortune  tome])  sodanlj 

The  hope  &  eke  fe  pride  of  her  envye 

This  kok  ))at  lei  ypon  j^is  fox  bak 

In  al  his  drede  vn-to  ))e  fox  spak  4596 

And  seide  sire .  If  .1.  were  as  je 

^it  schold  .1.  saie  as  wis  god  help  me 

Tume])  ajeine  je  proude  clerkes  aH 

A  verrey  pestelence  vpon  30W  faH:  4600 

Nowe  am  .1.  co77<me  vnto  J»is  wode  side 

Mawgre  jonre  hede  ))e  koke  schal  her  abide 

.1.  wil  him  ete  in  fei^  &  fst  anone 

The  fox  anseward  in  fei^e  it  schal  be  done  4604 

And  [as]  he  spak  J^at  worde  al  sodanly 

]7is  koke  brak  iro  his  mou))e  delyuerlye 

And  hihe  vpon  a  tree  he  flyje  anone 

And  ]>Q  fox  sawe  ]>at  he  was  goone  4608 

Alas  quod  he  0  channteclere  alas 

.1.  haue  quod,  he  done  30W6  a  trespas  Dc«rss&] 

In  also  muche  as  .1.  maade  jowe  aferd 

Whene  .L  jow  hente  &  brouht  oute  of  ^q  3er[d]e         4612 

Bot  sire  .1.  did  it  nouht  in  no  wikked  entente 

Come))  doune  &  J.  schal  tel  jowe  whatt  J.  mento 

.1.  schal  seie  sop  god  helpe  me  so 

Naye  Jan  quod  he  J.  schrewe  vs  boje  tuo  4616 
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And  first  .1.  schrewe  my  self  boj^e  blode  &  bones 

If  ^ou  be-gile  me  ofter  ))an  ones 

Thou  schalt  no  more  wi)»  ]>!  flatery 

Do  me  to  singe  &  wynke  wij  myne  eyje  4620 

For  he  ]}at  winke])  whan  he  schold  see 

As  wysly  god  let  him  neuer  ^e 

Nay  quod  pe  fox  god  jeue  him  meschaunce 

p&t  is  so  yndiscrete  of  gouemaunce  4624 

))at  langele])  whan  he  schold  hane  pees 

Lo  suche  it  is  to  hue  recheles 

And  necligent  and  truste^  on  fiaterye 

Bot  je  ))at  halde  ]>is  tale  a  folye  4628 

As  of  a  fox  .&.  a  kok .  &  of  an  hen 

Take])  pe  moralite  goode  men 

For  seinte  Poule  sei^  afi  ^at  wieten  is 

To  OTiie  doctrine  it  is  wreten  y-wys  4632 

Take])  ])e  fmyte  <fe  lete])  ^e  chaf  be  stiti: 

Now  good  god  if  ^at  it  be  ]>ine  wiH' 

As  sei])e  my  lorde  so  make^  vs  al  good  mell 

And  bringe  vs  al  to  his  hihe  blisse  Amen  •  4636 

Explicit  fkbnla  Capellani . 
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[M  taif 2251        Incipit  TfrologuB 

WEte  )e  nooht  where  )»eie  stant  fi  litel  toune 
WMche  ])at  cleped  is  Bobe  Tp  &  doime 
Vnder  fe  blene  in  Canterbuiy  weye 
Ther  gan  ouie  Oste  for  to  lape  &  pleye  .  4 

And  seid  sires  ywisse  done  is  in  ))e  myre 
Is  ^ere  no  man  for  prayer  ne  for  hire 
])at  wil  awake  oiire  felawe  be-binde 

A  ]>ef  myht  him  lyhtly  Bobbe  &  bynde  8 

Se  howe  he  nappe)»  for  kokes  bones 
As  he  wald  f al  &o  his  hors  att  ones 
Is  ^t  a  koce  of  Londofi  wi^  meschatmce 
Do  him  com  ford  he  knowe])  his  penai^nce  12 

Eor  he  schs^  tel  a  tale  be  my  feye 
Al  )>oiLhe  it  be  not  wor])  a  hotel  heye 
Awake  ))ou  koce  quod  he  quod.  )\£  fe  sorowe       (iMf  225,  iMck] 
"What  eylef  fe  to  slepe  so  be  ])e  morwe  16 

Hast  fon  had  flene  al  nyht  or  ert  pon  dronke 
Or  hast  ])oa  ynp  sum  qwene  al  nyht  y-swonke 
So  ^at  ^ou  maist  nouht  holde  vp  )»ine  hede 
This  koc  ))at  was  ful  pale  &  no  ))inge  rede  20 

Saide  oure  oste  so  god  my  sonle  blisse 
As  ]>ere  is  fal  on  me  suche  an  heuynesse 
.L  note  whi  me  were  lener  slepe 
))at  ^e  best  galon  wyne  in  chepe  24 
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Wele  quod  pe  Manciple  if  it  maie  done  ese  2o 

To  f&  sire  koke  f  &  to  no  vright  displese 

Whicho  ))at  here  ndep  in  ]>i8  compaignye 

And  ^at  ouie  Oste  wil  of  his  cortesje  28 

.1.  wil  as  no  we  excuse  fe  of  )>in  tale 

For  in  good  fei^e  ]>i  vesage  is  fnl  pale 

^in  ey^en  dasowe^e  solely  as  me  ^enke]) 

And  wele  .1.  wote  ]>i  bre]>e  foule  8tinke)»  32 

^at  scbewe])  wele  povL  eit  nouht  wele  disposed 

Of  me  certeyne  ]>ou  schalt  not  bene  yglosed 

See  howe  go]>e  fia  dronken  wight 

As  ]K)uhe  he  wold  vs  swelowe  anone  riht  36 

Halde  close  ]>i  mou]>e  man  be  ^i  fader  kinne 

The  deuel  of  hel  sett  his  fote  fere  inne 

This  cursede  brejw  wil  enfect  us  al 

Vj  stynkinge  swyne  fy  foule  motte  )»e  flEdi  40 

Take])  hede  sire  of  f\3  lusty  mafkne 

Now  swete  sire  wil  je  iust  att  pe  fasme 

Ther-to  me  ^ijake^  je  be  wel  yschape 

I  trowe  fai  je  haue  dronken  wyne  ape  44 

And  f&t  is  whan  men  pley  wi])  a  strawe 

And  wi])  ])i8  speke  ])e  koce  wex  al  wrawe 

And  oil  ]>e  Manciple  gan  he  nodde  fast 

For  lak  of  speche  &  doune  ))e  hors  him  cast  48 

Where  as  he  laye  til  men  him  vp  toke 

This  was  ]>e  faire  cheuache  of  a  coke 

Alas  he  ne  hadd  hold  him  be  his  ladel 

And  er  ]>at  he  a^eine  were  in  his  sadel  52 

}ere  was  grete  schoueinge  to  &  fro 

To  lift  him  vp  &  muche  care  &  woo 

So  ynwelde  was  ^1  cely  palled  gost 

And  to  ]>e  Mancyple  ]>an  spak  oure  Ost  56 

Be  cause  feX  drinke  hsfe  domtnacione  cie»rtM] 

ypon  ]>is  man  be  my  saluacione 

•L  trowe  fill  lewdly  he  wolde  tel  his  tale 

For  were  it  wyne  or  olde  or  moyste  ale  GO 
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That  he  ha]>  dronke  he  speke^  so  in  his  nose  61 

And  fnese^  fast  &  eke  he  ha^e  fe  pose 

He  also  to  done  more  ])an  .L-nouhe 

To  kepen  him  &  his  capel  onte  of  ^e  slowhe  64 

And  if  he  fal  fro  his  C^l  eft  sone 

pan  schal  we  al  haue .  ynouhe  to  done 

In  liftynge  yp  his  heyy  dionken  cois 

Tel  on  pi  tale .  of  him  maake  .1.  no  foice  6S 

Bot  jitte  Mannciple  in  ieipe  pou  ert  to  nyce 

Thus  openly  to  leproae  him  of  his  yice 

Anofere  daie  he  wil  peraduentoie* 

Becleyme  fe  &  bringe  pe  to  luyre  72 

•L  mene  he  speke  wiH  of  smale  ^inges 

And  for  to  speke  att  )>ine  rekenynges 

^at  were  nouht  honest  )K)nhe  it  cam  to  prene 

Ko  quod  J>e  Manciple  ))at  were  a  grete  meschef  76 

So  myht  he  biinge  me  in  to  )»e  snare 

3it  hadde.I  leuer  pay .  for  pe  Mare 

Whiche  he  ride])  oil  ptm  he  schold  wi^  me  strive 

.L  wil  nonht  wre])]>e  him  so  mot  .L  pnuA  80 

))at  att  .L  spak  .1.  saide  it  in  my  bourde 

And  wyte  )e  wele  )»at  .1.  haue  here  in  a  gourde 

A  drauht  of  wyne .  30  of  a  rype  grape 

And  riht  anone  je  scholne  se  a  good  lape  84 

This  koce  schal  drink  pex-oi  if  .L  maye 

Ypon  peine  of  my  lif  he  wil  not  sey  neye 

And  certanly  to  teUen  as  it  was 

Of  ]>is  vessel  pe  koce  drank  fScust  alas  88 

Whate  nede]>  it  he  dranke .  ynowhe  afome 

And  whan  he  had  poped  in  his  home 

And  to  pe  manciple  he  toke  pe  gourde  i^eine 

And  of  ]>at  drink  pe  koc  was  wonder  feyne  92 

And  ))onked  him  in  suche  wise  as  he  cou]>6 

^an  gall  oure  oste  waxen  wonder  lou])e 

And  seide  .L  see  wele  it  is  necessarie 

Wher  pat  we  gone  drinke  wi^  vs  to  caiye  96 
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For  ]?at  wil  tome  Eankoure  &  disese  97 

To  accord  &  loue  &  mooy  worde  to  pese  ^ 

O .  Baclms  blissed  be  pin  name  peaf  iss,  teek] 

)>at  80  can  tome  emest  in  to  game  100 

Worschipe  &  ^onke  be  to  )»i  deite 

Of  ))at  Matter  gete  je  no  more  of  me 

Tel  oil  ))oa  Manciple  .1.  fe  preie 

Sires  qt/od  he  nowe  herkene])  what  .L  seye  104 

Explicit  prolog^5 . 
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Lidpit  fkbula  Xandpij . 

lo  pltebuf  dwelled  here  ia  ^ia  erjie  adoane     105 

js  olde  bokea  make^  mencioime 

[e  was  Jie  moet  lusti  bacheller 

'f  al  ^is  werlde  &  eke  ^  best  aichei'  108 

[e  alowe  phiton  ]ie  serpent  aa  he  leye 
^iepeinge  b-^^qb  sonne  vpon  a  daie 
And  mony  ano^ere  wor^  noble  dede 

He  wiji  bis  bove  bronbt  aa  men  mowe  rode  112 

Pleynge  be  cou^e  of  euery  mynstcalcye 
And  singea  pat  it  was  a  melodye 
To  beren  of  bis  clere  voice  ^e  soune 

Certes  ]ie  kings  of  Tbebes  ompbione  1  ]  6 

^at  wi^  his  singeinge  walled  fiat  Cite 
Caujm  neuer  aingen  half  so  wele  as  be 
Therto  be  was  ^  semelest  mafi 

^at  is  oi  was  se))^e  fe  werlde  be-ganne  120 

Whatt  nedej  it  bis  fetures  for  to  discryue 
For  in  ^ia  weild  was  none  so  faiie  on  lyue 
He  was  per-wip  fulfilled  of  gentiUesse 
Of  honour  A  of  partite  worfiinesse  ]  24 

])iB  Fhebns  ]iBt  was  floure  ob  Bachellarie 
As  wele  in  &edain  as  in  Cbenaliye 
Foi  disport  in  signe  eke  of  victorie 
Of  Pheton  so  as  teUef>  ts  }«  stone  1 28 

Was  wor^i  to  beren  in  his  honde  a  bowe 
Now  hadde  ^is  Phebus  in  bis  hous  a  crowe 
%Vbicbe  in  cage  he  fostxei  moni  a  daie 
And  taobt  it  speke  as  men  teche|>  a  iaie  132 
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White  was  pis  crowe  as  is  a  snowe  white  swanne  133 

And  counterfede  ])e  speche  of  enery  manne 

He  cou])e  whan  he  schold  tel  a  tale 

]>6re  wi^  in  al  ^is  werlde  no  nyhtinggale  136 

Ke  coujye  be  an  hundre])  ^ousand  dele 

Singen  so  wonderli  meiy  &  wele 

Kowe  hadde  pia  Phebus  in  his  hons  a  wif  PmTss?] 

Whiche  ])at  he  loued  more  ]yan  his  owen  lif  140 

And  nyht  &  daie  dide  eudr  his  diligence 

Hire  for  to  plese  &  done  hire  renerence 

Saue  onely  if  pe  sojye  ])at  .L  schal  seye 

lelowse  he  was  &  wolde  haue  kepped  hire  feyne  144 

For  him  were  lope  Japed  for  to  be 

And  so  euery  whiht  in  suche  degre 

Bot  al  for  nouht  for  it  arvaile])  nouht 

A  good  wif  ])at  is  clene  of  werke  &  ])ouht  148 

Schold  not  be  kepped  in  none  awaite  certeine 

And  trewly  ])e  laboz^r  is  in  yeyne 

To  kepe  a  schrewe  for  it  wil  nouht  be 

Jyis  holde  .L  for  a  yerraie  nycete  152 

To  spifi  a  labour  for  to  kepe  wives 

Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  her  lyues 

Bot  nowe  to  purpos  as  .1.  first  begafl 

fiB  wor])i  phebus  do]y  al  pat  he  cafi  156 

To  plesen  hire  weneinge  be  suche  plesance 

And  for  his  manhode  &  his  gouemance 

pat  noman  schold  haue  put  him  fro  hire  grace 

Bot  god  it  wote  per  maie  noman  enbrace  IGO 

As  to  discryue  a  pinge  whiche  pat  nature 

Hape  naturelly  sette  in  a  creature 

Tak  any  birde  &  put  it  in  a  kage 

And  do  al  pine  entente  &  pi  Corage  164 

To  foster  it  tendurli  wip  mete  &  drinke 

Of  al  Deyntepes  pou  canst  be-pinke 

And  kepe  it  as  clenly  as  pou  maie 

Al-pou-he  his  cage  of  golde  be  neuere  so  gaie  168 
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5it  ha])  ^is  berde  "be  twenti  ])ousande  folde  169 

Leuer  in  a  forest  ])at  is  wilde  &  colde 

gone  ete  wermes  &  sache  wrechcdncsse 

For  euer  pis  biide  wil  done  his  besinesse  1 72 

To  ascape  oute  of  his  cage  whan  he  nude 

His  liberie  pe  birde  desire]^  aie 

Lat  take  a  katte  &  foster  him  wele  wip  melke 

And  tendre  flessche  &  make  his  couche  of  selke  176 

And  late  him  sene  a  mouse  go  by  fe  waH 

And  anone  he  weyue])  melke  flesche  &  aH 

And  euerj  deynte  ]>at  is  in  pat  house 

Suche  appetite  ha]y  he  to  ete  a  mouse  180 

Lo  he[re]  ha]y  lust  his  dampnacione 

And  appetite  fleme])  discrecione  D»f  ss7,  back] 

As  fe  wolfe  ha])e  also  a  veleyns  kindo 

pe  lewdest  wolf  pat  sche  male  finde  184 

Or  lewedest  of  Eeputacione  pat  witt  sche  take 

In  time  whan  hir  list  to  haue  a  maake 

Al  pes  ensamples  speke  .1.  be  pis  men 

pat  bien  vntrewe  &  no  pinge  be  wemmen  188 

For  men  haue  euere  a  lykerous  appetite 

On  lowei'  pink  to  performe  her  delite 

pan  on  here  wives  bien  pei  neuer  so  faire 

Ne  neuere  so  trewe  ne  so  debonaire  192 

Flesche  is  so  new  fangul  wip  meschanco 

That  we  ne  kunne  in  nopinge  haue  plesaunce 

pat  sownet  in  to  vertew  any  while 

This  Phebus  whiche  pat  pouht  vpon  no  gilc  196 

Deceyved  was  for  al  his  lolyte 

For  under  him  a  nopere  hadde  sche 

A  man  of  litel  Eeputacioiie 

Not  worpe  to  Phebus  in  comparacidne  200 

pe  more  harme  is  it  happepe  oft  soo 

Of  whiche  pere  commep  muche  harme  &  wo . 

And  so  be-fel  whan  Phebus  was  absent 

His  wif  anone  hap  for  hire  lemman  sent  204 
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Here  lemman  sertes  ])is  is  a  knauysche  speclie  205 

Foi^euen  it  me  &  J)at  .1.  ^ow  beseche 

The  wise  plauto  Beip  as  je  maie  rede 

The  worde  mot  nede  accorde  wij>  Je  dede  208 

If  men  schal  tel  properly  a  ])inge 

Tlie  worde  mot  Cosine  be  to  fe  worcheinge 

.1.  am  a  bustuse  man  riht  ])us  seie  .1. 

There  is  no  difference  treuly  212 

Be-twex  a  wif  fat  is  of  hihe  degre 

If  of  hir  body  dishonest  sche  be 

And  a  pouerer  wenche  o])ere  pan  pis 

If  it  so  be  pei  werken  hope  amys  216 

Botte  pat  pe  gentil  is  in  astate  aboue 

Sche  schal  be  clepod  his  ladi  as  in  loue 

And  for  pat  toper  is  a  p[o]uere  womman 

Sche  schal  be  cleped  his  wenche  or  his  le»iman  220 

And  god  it  woote  myne  owen  derc  bropere 

Men  leype  pe  tone  as  lowe  as  lype  pat  opere 

Eiht  so  be-twyx  a  titles  tirant 

And  an  owtelawe  &  a  pefe  errant  {le^ixug] 

pe  sam  .1.  seie  pere  is  no  difference 

To  Alisander  was  tolde  pis  sentence 

pat  for  pe  terant  is  of  gretter  myht 

Be  fors  of  mcyne  to  sle  doune  riht  228 

And  birne  hous  &  home  and  maken  al  pleyne 

Lo  perefore  ho  is  clepe  a  Capiteigne 

And  for  pe  outelawe  hape  hot  smal  men^e 

And  may  nouht  do  so  grete  an  harme  as  he  232 

Ke  bringe  a  contre  to  so  grete  meschefe 

Men  klepen  him  an  outelawe  or  elles  an  pef 

Bot  for  .1.  am  a  man  not  texed  wele 

.1.  wil  note  tel  of  titus  neuer  a  dele  236 

.1.  wil  go  to  my  tale  as  .1.  beganne 

Whan  Phebus  wif  hadde  sent  for  hii*  lemman 

Anone  pei  wrouht  al  her  lust  volage 

pis  white  crowe  pat  honge  aye  in  pe  cage  240 
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Be-helde  lier  werke  &  seide  neaere  a  worde  241 

And  whan  ])at  home  was  commen  phebus  fe  loide 

This  Crowe  sange  kokkow  kokkowe  cokkowe 

What  birde  quod  Phebas  what  songe  singes  ])oa  244 

Ne  were  fow  wonte  so  merilye  to  singe 

fat  to  myne  herte  it  was  a  reiojsinge 

To  here  ])i  voice  alace  what  songe  is  fis 

Be  god  qaod  he  .1.  singe  nouht  amys  248 

Phebus  quod  he  for  al  ]>i  worjnnesse 

For  al  ])i  beute  and  pi  gentillesse 

For  al  ))i  songe  &  al  ])i  Minstralcye 

For  al  ])i  wayteinge  blered  is  ^ine  eye  252 

Wip  one  of  luytel  reputaciofi 

Nouht  wor])  to  ])e  as  in  comparisofl 

The  mountance  of  a  gnate  so  mot  [I]  priue 

For  on  pi  bedde  pi  wif  .1.  sawe  him  swyue  256 

What  wile  je  more  pe  crowe  anone  him  tolde 

Be  sadde  tokenes  A;  be  wordes  bolde 

Howe  pat  his  wif  hadde  done  her  lycherie 

Him  to  grete  schame  &  to  grete  velanye  260 

And  tolde  him  oft  he  sawe  it  wi]?  his  ey^en 

This  Phebus  gan  awsdwarde  for  to  wrien 

Him  poviht  his  sorweful  herte  a  brast  in  tuo 

His  bowe  he  bente  &  sette  perinne  a  floo  264 

And  in  his  .Ire  pSLH  ha]»  he  his  wif  sleyne 

This  es  pe  effecte  pere  ia  nomore  to  seine  QaJisstback] 

For  sorwe  of  whiche  he  brak  his  mynstralcy 

Bothe  haipe  &  Lute  getem  &  sautrie  268 

And  eke  he  brak  his  arwes  &  his  bowe 

And  after  ]yat  pua  spake  he  to  pe  crowe 

Traytowr  quod  he  wip  tonge  of  scorpione 

poxL  hast  me  brouht  to  my  confusione  272 

Alas  ]yat  .1.  was  wrouht  whi  nere  .L  dedo 

0  dere  wif  o  lemme  of  lustihede 

That  were  to  me  so  sadde  &  eke  so  trewe 

Kowe  liest  ])ou  dede  wi])  feLce  pale  of  hewe  276 
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Fill  giltles  p&t  dorst  [I]  sweie  .L-wys  277 

0  rachel  hounde  to  done  so  foule  amys 

0  trouble  witte  o  yre  recheles 

^at  vnavised  emytest  gililes  280 

O  wanne  trufit  f ul  of  fais  auspeociofi 

Where  was  ])i  witte  and  |>i  discrecione 

Of  eii^  mair  be  war  of  recbelnesse 

Ne  trowe  no  ]>inge  wi|>  onten  stropge  witteness^  284 

Smyte  nouhte  to  sone  ar  ^t  ^n  wyt  why 

Ande  be  auisede  wele  &  soburlye 

Or  je  do  any  execucioii 

Ypon  ^oure  ire  for  snspeccion  288 

Alas  a  ^onsand  folke  hane  Bachel  ire 

Fully  fordone  or  brouht  hem  in  fe  myre 

Alas  for  sorwe  .1.  wil  my  self  sle 

And  to  pe  crowe  o  fals  )»ef  seide  he  292 

.1.  wil  ])e  qwite  anone  pi  fak  tale 

]yow  songe  whilom  like  any  ht  gale 

Kowe  schalt  ])ou  fals  pei  f'l  songe  for-gone 

Eke  ])ine  white  fej^eis  euerychon  296 

Ke  neu^  in  al  ])i  lif  schal  |»u  speke 

pua  schal  men  on  a  traitur  buen  y-wreke 

])ou  &  p'm  hofspnnge  eu6re  schal  be  blake 

Ke  neuere  swete  noise  schal  je  maake  300 

Bot  euere  Crie  a-)eine  tempest  &  reyne 

In  tokeneynge  ]>at  ]>oruhe  ^  my  wif  is  sleyne 

And  to  ])e  crowe  he  sterte  &  ^at  anone 

And  pullede  his  white  fevers  eu^rychone  304 

And  maad  him  blake  &  raft  him  al  his  songe 

And  eke  his  speche  &  oute  at  fe  dore  him  slonge 

Vn-to  ])e  deuel  whiche  .1.  him  be-take 

And  for  ])is  cas  bene  al  crowes  blake  Deaf  t»]  308 

Lordeinges  be  J^is  ensample  .1.  jowe  preye 

Be])e  ware  &  take])  kepe  what  pai  je  seye 

Ne  telle])  neuere  no  man  in  joure  lif 

Howe  ])at  anopere  man  ha)>  swyved  his  wif  312 
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He  wil  jowe  hate  mortally  certeyne  313 

Daun  Salomon  as  wise  clerkes  seyne 

Teche])  a  man  to  kepe  his  tunge  wele 

Bot  &s  .1.  seide  .L  am  nouht  text  wele  315 

Bot  na])eles  pus  tanht  me  my  dame 

My  Sonne  ])inke  on  ]ye  crowe  a  goddes  name 

My  Sonne  kepe  wele  pi  tonge  &  kepe  ]>i  frende 

A  wikked  tonge  is  weis  ]yan  a  fende  320 

My  6onn6  frome  a  fende  men  may  hem  blisse 

My  Bonne  god  of  his  endles  goodenesse 

Walled  a  tonge  vrip  tape  &  lippes  eke 

For  man  schold  him  a-vise  what  he  speke  32^ 

Mi  Bonne  ful  oft  for  to  mechel  speche 

Ha])e  mony  a  man  be  spilt  as  clerkes  teche 

Bot  for  litel  speche  avisily 

Is  no  man  schent  to  spek  generaly  328 

My  sonn6  pi  tonge  scholdest  ])ou  restreiuo 

Att  all6  time  bot  whan  ]>ou  dost  pi  peine 

To  speke  of  god  in  honour  &  preyere 

The  first  vertue  Bonne  if  ])oa  wilt  lere  332 

Is  to  restreyne  &  kepe  wel  ])i  tonge 

pus  leren  childern  whan  ^e  be  jonge 

My  Sonne  of  Mechel  spekeinge  yuel  avisede 

Jyere  lasse  spekeinge  had  .I.-nowhe  suihsed  336 

Come])  mochel  harme  pus  was  me  tolde  &  tauht 

In  muchel  speche])  sinne  wante])  nouht 

Wostowe  where-of  a  rachel  tonge  Beruep 

Eiht  as  swerde  for-kotte])  &  for-kerue])  340 

And  arm  a  tuo .  my  dere  sone  riht  so 

A  tunge  kutte])  frenschep  al  a  two 

A  langler  is  to  god  abhominable 

Eede  Salomon  so  wyse  &  honurable  344 

Itede  dauid  &  his  psalmys  rede  seneke 

My  sone  speke  nouht  bot  wi])  pine  hede  p\x  bekkc 

Dissimule  as  ])ou  were  def  if  pai  ])ou  hero 

A  langelere  speke])  of  perilous  matere  343 
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The  flemynge  sei])e  &  leme  ^if  pe  lest  349 

pB,t  litel  langelinge  cause])  mechel  rest  [ieaf2S9.teeU 

Mj  sond  if  ])ou  no  wykked  worde  hast  seide 

J>e  pax  nonht  drede  for  to  be  bewreide  352 

Bot  he  f&i  ha]j  my-saide  .1.  daie  wele  seine 

He  may  be  no  weye  clepe  his  woide  ajeine 

fingQ  ])at  is  seide  is  seide  &  forjy  it  go])e 

Jyouhe  him  repent  or  be  him  neuer  so  lope  356 

He  is  his  ]>ral  to  whome  pat  he  h&p  seide 

A  tale  of  whiche  he  is  nowe  yuel  apaide 

Hy  sone  be  war  &  be  none  auctor  newe 

Of  Tyjjinges  whepcre  pei  be  fals  or  trewe  360 

Where  so  pou  comme  amonges  hihe  or  lowe 

Kepe  wele  pi  tonge  &  pinke  vpon  pe  crowe  362 

Explicit  ffabnla  Mancip^' . 
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GROUP  I.   FRAGMENT  X. 

§  1.   THE  BLAITK-PARSON  LINK 

ITkit  it  really  a  link  between  9om»  nnmrUien  TtUe  and  tk«  Patum*:  ti  ioa  hf^n 
made  into  ik»  Mamei^U-Patrmn  Link  (•r  r$omumrartomt9*k0Oikritt-Okm*AM8: 
bg  Chamem*9  oopttn,  tMooffk  not  meant  Jbr  UJ] 


LASSSOWVE  M& 


[OB  teqfTO^  badf} 

Ineipit  prologns  Keetorii  • 

BE  ^at  pe  manciple  kadde  his  tale  endede  1 

The  wmne  fro  ]>e  8oa]>e  side  is  descendede 
So  lowe  ]yat  he  was  nouht  to  my  eiht 
Degrees  nyne  &  twente  as  of  heiht  4 

Than  of  ])o  clokke  it  was  so  as  .1.  gesse 
For  a  .xj.  fote  a  lite  more  or  lesse 
My  schadowe  was  at  ])ilke  time  as  ^qtb 
Of  fusche  fete  as  myn  lengejy  partide  were  8 

In  sex  foote  equale  of  proporocione 
])ere-wi])e  pQ  mones  exaltacione 
.1.  mene  libra  alweye  gan  ascende 

As  we  were  entrynge  att  ])e  ])ropes  ende  13 

For  wi]>  oure  oste  as  he  was  wonte  to  guye 
As  in  ])is  caas  oure  loly  compaignye 
Seide  in  ])is  wise  lordeinges  eu^rychone 
Kow  lakke])  ts  no  tale  more  ^an  one  16 

Fulfilled  is  my  sentence  &  my  degre 
Who  wil  nowe  tel  a  tale  latt  see 
Almost  £Falfilled  is  myne  ordenaunce 
•L  praie  to  god .  so  ^if  him  riht  good  chaunce  20 

peX  Telli]>  ])is  tale  to  ys  lustely  • 
Sir  prist  quod  he  ert  pow  a  vicario 
Or  ert  ^ou  a  pei'son  sei  aope  be  pi  feye 
Bo  what  povre  be  ne  breke  ])ou  nouht  oure  pleye  2i 

LANSDOWNE   602   (6-T.  68») 


SIX-TEXT   590 
GROUP  I.     §  1.    BLANK-PARSON  LINK.    LailSdOWIie 


For  euery  man  sane  ^oue  ha]»e  told  his  tale  26 

vnbukel  and  schewe  vs  what  is  in  ]>i  male 

For  treuly  me  ])inke]y  be  fi  ohere 

Thow  scholdest  knyht  vpe  wele  a  greie  matier  28 

Tel  vs  a  fable  anone  for  kokkes  bones  D««f»o] 

]>is  persons  ansewerd  al  att  ones 

])ou  getest  fable  none  ytolde  for  me 

For  Poule  ])at  write];  m-to  Timothe  32 

Eepreue])  hem  ]yat  veyfen  soj^efastnesse 

And  tellen  fabels  &  suche  wrechednesse 

Whi  shold  .1.  schewen  diaf  out  of  my  fest 

Whan  .1.  may  schewe  whete  if  ]Mit  me  lest  36 

For  whiche  .1.  saie  if  J^at  ^  lust  to  here 

Moralite  &  yertuoos  Matier^ 

And  )>an  pat  je  wil  jef  me  audience 

•I.  wil  ful  feyne  att  cristes  Eeuerence  40 

Done  30we  plesance  lefiful  as  .1.  ca7»ne 

Bot  trusts])  wele  .1.  am  a  so^erne  manne 

.1.  can  nouht  geste .  Rom  Ham .  Kuf  be  my  leitre 

Ke  god  wote  Eime  holde  .1.  bot  litel  better  44 

And  perefoT  if  jowe  luste  .1.  wil  not  glose 

.L  wil  3owe  tel  a  mere  tale  in  prose 

To  knyte  vp  al  pis  fest  &  maake  an  ende 

An  ihegvL  for  his  grace  witte  me  sende  48 

To  schew  30W  )>e  waye  in  ])is  viage 

Of  ])ilke  parfite  gloriouse  pilgrenage 

))at  hiht  lentsalem.  Celesticdl 

And  if  36  Youche  saue  a-none  30  schall  52 

Beginne  vpon  my  tale  for  whiche  .L  preye 

TeH  30ure  aviso  .1.  call  no  better  seye 

Bot  na]>eles  ])is  Meditaciofie 

.L  put  it  alweie  in  correctione  56 

Of  clerkes  for  .1.  am  nouht  text  wele 

I  take  bot  ])e  sentence  trusts])  wele 

Thare-fore  .1.  maake  a  prodestacione 

|>at  .1.  wil  stant  to  correctione  60 
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Vpon  piB  woide  we  haue  assented  sone  61 

Fol^  as  it  semed  it  was  for  to  done 

To  enden  in  som  vertaons  sentence 

And  for  to  jeue  him  space  &  audience  64 

And  badde  oure  Oste  he  scholde  to  him  seye 

^at  al  we  to  telle  his  tale  we  preye       •, 

Oore  Oste  hadde  fe  woides  for  ys  aH 

Sire  preste  quod  he  faire  mote  30W  fidt  08 

Saye  what  jowe  lost  &  we  schal  gladly  here 

And  wi]y  psi  worde  he  seide  in  p'lB  manere . 

Telle])  quod  he  jo^ure  Meditacione  Deaf  no,  bMk] 

Bot  haste])  jowe  ])e  sonne  wil  adoune  72 

Be^  fractaous  &  ])at  in  litel  space 

And  to  do  wele  god  send  ^owe  his  grace  74 

Explicit  proheminm . 
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XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Clmucer's  Minor  Poems,  Port  I,  containinjr  1.  two  MR  frajrmcnt^ 
of  '  The  Parlauiont  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  ditfering"  versions  of '  The  Pnjlopuf- 
to  tlio  I^jrt*iide  of  Go(kI  Women,'  arranfred  so  as  to  show  their  differenet^s ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poonis  attrihuti'd  to  Chauoer,  i.  'The  Hala(h>  of  Pitet* 
hv  Chaiieiers ; '  ii.  'The  Cronvele  made  bv  Chauoer,*  both  frtnu  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  eontemporary. 

XXIV.  .\  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  beinpr  the  best  Text  from  Ihe 
Pai-jiUel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containin^f,  I.  The  Dethe  of  IJlaunche  the 
Duche8«e,  II.  The  Ctmipleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parhiment  of  Fonles  IV. 
The  CtMUpU'^Tit  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  l)e  DeGuile- 
ville'.s  Pdlerliiaffe  de  la  Vie  hunmiue  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M, 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issae  for  1872,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's  Priest*«,  Doctor's,  Panloner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Sumnioner's  Tales,  in  6  j)arallel  Texts  fmm 
the  MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  e<»loured  drawings  of  Tellers 
of  Tales,  after  the  originalH  in  the  Ellesmtn-e  MS,  and  with  Siw»cimens  of 
the  Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor- Panloner  Link.  ((J-Tejwt,  Pt  IV.) 
XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 

9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 
XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's  Priest's  Talcs,  fr«»m 
the  Ilenjovrt  MS,  with  23  wcKnleuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 
XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS/ 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-TeUers.     (Part  IV.) 
XXtX.  A  TrrMtise  on  the  Astn>lal)*»,  ad  Ire.sswl  to  his  son  I^)wys,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaur^er,  edited  by  the  Kev.  Walter  W.  Skear,  M.A. 

The  iss'.ic  for  1873,  in  the  First  Seftes,  is 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterburj'  Tales,   Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  iind 
Merchant's  Tales. 

The  issue  ft>r  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 
XXXI.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin'a  Tale». 
XXXII  t<>  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  Mcpamte  issues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issae  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six- Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link. 

XXXVIII  to  XLIII.  Largo  Part.s  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 
all  up  to  the  I'arson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detailed  Comparison  of  the  Troyln^i  and  Cryteifde  M'ith  IJoccaccio's 
Filostrato^  with  a  Tnin.slation  of  all  Paswigi^s  uswl  by  Chaucer,  and  an 
Abstnict  of  the  Parts  not  usixl,  by  W.  Michat»l  Ros.Kotti,  Ksq.,  and  with 
a  print  of  the  Troyh^  fnun  the  llarleian  MS  3943.  Part  I. 
XLV.  An  alphal>etical  lixt  of  C'huucvr's  rj'mes  in  the  Canterbury'  Tales,  as 
shown  by  the  Ellurtmero  MS.     {This  will  not  be  retfdij  till  iy7-i.) 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1888  is, 

1.  Early  Enjflish  Pnmuuciation,  with  esperial  ivfcn^nce  to  Shakspere  and  Chancer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Kllis,  Esq.,  F.ll.S.  I\irt  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalfraniation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  excellent  and  I'xhaiwtivc^  Pajx^rs  on  the  us<'  of  the  final  -(  by 
(•hauoer  (in  T.  Wright's  ed.  of  The  Cantcrbttry  Tales)  and  l)y  Gowir  (in  l)r  PauU''» 
ed.  of  the  (J'trnfea.^io  ^linitutia). 

2.  Ej^sjivs  on  ChaufiT,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Klnrt's  Ilcyiew  of 
Sjmdras's'/>m/^  nur  Chattrer^  trjinslMte<l  by  J.  W.  van  Kces  Ho<-ts,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
13th-centur}'  I^ttin  Tit^tti.^e  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  tihipman*  T<ilc),  edited  by 
Mr  E.  IJn)ck. 

3.  A  Temfxmirv'  Preface  to  the  S<K'iety*s  Six-Text  edition  of  ChanrtT's  CauierbHrp 
Tnfrs^  p-irt  I,  attempfin""  to  .-^ho^^'  '^*'  'n'^^it  Onler  of  the  Talcs,  and  the  Days  and 
Stjigi»  of  the  Pilgrimagt^  SiC  ^^'-y  ^>'  !''•  J-  FumivuU,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  i-^»<?  ^^^  1®«^  ''^ 

•*.  Eariv  En'^lisli  Pn)niinrf.'«^i*"'"'  ^'^^^^^  ospecial  reference  to  Shokspcrc  and  Chaucer, 
h'  ^Uoxander  J.  Ellis,  K>q-»  ^-^^^      ^''^""^  ^^^ 

^>^the  Second  Serfis.  tlio  i-'««^  ^^]  ^870  is, 

-'>•  Early  Fn,.r  ^  t^  ^rrnrf.'** »'**"'  ^"^l^  f'^po^'ial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
^y  Alo.,a4Tt  eIjkX^^^  ''^^'"• 

^^  ^'^^  Second  Mes   th''  '^"""^  ^''  "^^  ''' 

C.  Tnal.p         «>wi«^^         jTamUcl'Toxt  edition  of  Chanrcr's  Jf^ior  Poems  for  the 

^'hauPor  SrwT^^'^'^''  ^'^  ICJ  to  f^^  Ch.iuccr's  Wi.rks  in  their  ri;:lit  order  of  Time),  hv 
f'r'-.Jk.  J.  p^,'^.v  (Arith  A  *^  X.       (This  Part  brint--<.ut,  tor  tl..  fii-i  ti,ue,  Clmucii'* 

•  "^^Uiopclcsslo^*-^ 


Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1872  is, 

7.  Ori^inahs  ami  Analoiruf^s  of  wmieof  Chaucer's  Caiitcrhury  TuIck,  Part  I.  1.  The 
ori^'iiifil  of  the  Mnu  of  Latr'»  Tuie  of  C(»nstunro,  from  the  French  Chnmirle  •»! 
>»i(!hol;i>j  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  »>6.  ab.  1340  a.d.,  eollatc'<l  with  the  later  copy,  ah.  HiX), 
in  the  National  Library  at  Stockholm;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  tnuislation.  by  Mr 
Kdniund  Brock.  2.  The  Tab'  of  "  Mercians  the  Emperor/'  from  the  Early-Entrlij-h 
verKion  of  the  Gtsfa  lioinoitoraiu  in  Harl.  MS  7»i^3 ;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Purij«V 
Vita  Ojftn  Vrii)ii^  ])otli  storirs  illu.-tmthifj:  incidents  in  the  Mim  of  Law" »  Tuic.  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  lietic's  'Talc.     o.  Two  Latin  StoricH  like  the  Friar  s  Tah, 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is, 

8.  Albcrtano  of  Brescia's  Liber  CoNsilii  ct  CoumJafionis^-  a  d.  1246  (the  Latin 
source  of  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Milibe),  edited  from  the  MtSS,  by  l>r 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  IL  :  3.  John,  of  noved£H> 
L'ravticn  (Jhiliiidri,  edited  from  the  MS,  with  a  translation,  bv  Mr  E.  Br<K"k.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  tinal  -e,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  o.  Mrs  E.  Barrett-Bro>\Tiinir 
on  Chaueer :  beniji-  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Book  of  the  l*oefs^  1H42,  which 
rehite  to  him  ;  here  rejirinted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  lirowiiiiijr.  6.  Pn.»feKs<.>r 
Pienihard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compkytite  to  I*ite. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Ori^rinals  and  Analofrues  of  Chaucer's  Cautetburj'  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
su.s  of  Linc«iln,  a  Stofy  like  the  J'riorcMs's  Tale.  7.  Uow  Keyuani  caught  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  the  yau'tf'Priesfx  Tale.  8.  Two  Italian  Storion,  and  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Tanionern  Tale.  9.  The  Tale  rrf  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  lli*- 
Hnmmonef s  Talc,  bcin^  'Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  par  Jakes  dct  lia>iw.  10 
Petrarch's  Latin  Talc  of  Gn'sildis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  which  it  wasro-told), 
the  ori<,'-inal  ot  the  (,'ler/i's  Talc.  11.  Five  Vejsions  of  a  Pear-tret-  8t<iry  like  that  in 
the  Merchant' H  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Ceciliaj  the  uri(ri&ul 
of  the  'Second  yi(a\s  Tale. 

Among  the  Texts  and  Essays  preparin*;  are : — 

Supplcuientary  Canterbury  Tales  :.l.  The  TjiIc  of  Jieri/u^  with  a  Prtdopue  of  the 
merry  A<lv*iiture  of  the  Pardoner  with  a  Tajister  at  Canterburj",  re-editfil  Ironi  th» 
Duke  of  >iortltuniberbiud'R  unitiiie  MS,  by  Fi'edk.  •  J.  Fumivall.  (The  t^'xt  is  all 
printed.)  -         *    •       .  [7«  ^//t  iVe*%. 

Prof.  Bcriihjird  Ten-Brink's  i' C-HAtTjc  eh  :  Studies  on  the  History  of  his  De\el- 
opeiiient,  and  the  Chronoloj-y  of  his  Writings,"  Part  I,  translated  by  Mi8s  Ollilif 
Blind,  and  revised  bv  the  Author;  •      • 

The  Houseliold  book  of  Isabella,  wife  of  Prince  Lionel,  third  son  of  Edward 
111,  in  which  the  name  of  Geui  luKY  CiiAUcF.u  first  occurs;  edited  frt>iii  the  umi[iif 
M:S  in  the  British  Museum,  by  Fdsvard  A.  Bond,  Esq.,  Kee-per  of  the  MS^i. 

Essays  on  Chaucer,  Part  lII.^by.*F..J.  Fumivail,  Esq.j  Dr.  Alfons  Kisi^ner,  &c. 

Originals  and  ^Vualog-ues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  III. 


-  •»   I  »f 


For  1876,  Part  VITI  of  the  Six-Text  ediiiqn.  .oontaijiinfr  the  Parson's  Tnle,  aiid 
t'onipl.tiu-  the  Cant/'fbarff  TaUs,  js  copied  for  Uhj  Firftt  berles;  and  for  1877  Part  i 
♦•i  Chaucer'.^  Minor  IN-cnis.  -Fur  j he  -Set^ond*  !^»ries,  *A>  detailed  Ct«iipimK\n  et 
Chaurcr's  JCtiaht'fi  Tale  \\\\\\  the  Ttstide  of  Boccaccio,' bv  Henky  AVaiui,  Esq., 
"f  the  MS  Drpiirtnimt  nt  t|nv  Ihitish  Mnscum;  in  preparing.* 

The  f.^uMh  and  concluding  .P;.vr  ..f.  Mr  A.  J.  Ellis's  j-reat  work  on  Eariff  Etajli.-h 

Tlie  third  Vr*j  -ij  work  x^-  ;.  .  .  .,  i-  f  JuiHaniiie  de  Muehault's  Jiemt(fr  efr  ForU'.j 
mid  Int  dc  la  I-'^.fatne.i  »•■><>>.  ^,.,  .-,,,,, are  Nvith  V\iA\iicV*>  Del  he  of  Jthnnn  he  tU 
i;^'rhcs,,)  uT  Jean  de  Meun  s  i.n-,r  /  J/./i/,^,  ,.f  ,,^.  /v„r/o/r^^  (from  AlUrtanu.i 
»>u-.>e,;t  sT,/H'r  CoaHolat-i^ns,  a.i»  IlMH.,  ot  (iuilbiunie  de  Muehault's  lUt  dit  U".,. 
no  possible,  crijrinnl  ot  <    i';\«^;-^- -^  I'-^t  L'.oA  uf  th^  J.u,.  editL.l  from  the  ]SlSS,  f.-r'tL, 

<-li.  ucer  .  other  works  as  are  known,  but  an.  unt  uf  oasv  aecess  to  Hubscnbers. 
JI.'Hsr'^  Tnjbner  •^,j;;;;;;|/^'  ^  '^^  Ludptte  Hill,  Lomlon,  E.C.,  arc  the  Societ^•. 

^-^■'<t:r.  vJhUcatinn^  can  si, 11  h,  j„,,,\    '^''^-      ^^^'^^'^  Manhers  atv  umUtd.     Ail  .'/.. 

*''"f.C!nI(l.  of  Harvard  Coll., -e.  (•.„„),,,•  |.       ,  .     •    »i.    c     •  .    .    « 

i;>;  ^-ntarv  for  America.     Men.lurs'  u^S  ^T'''^''"^':'  ''         ^"J^^^^v'^  H.n.  r- 
i '»blisher,s.  ;,r  to  the  li.»uorary  fSecretarv  MibNcrq.tKms  may  be  soit  to  tli, 
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PAllT  VI. 
ITht  ?9atsoii's  iTaU. 

LOXDOS: 

I'LBLISHT  FOR  THE  CHAfCER  SOCIETY 

1!V   X.  TI!il!.\'i;ii  *  CO.,  .57  &  59,  I.IDGATE  HIIX. 

MDCCCI-.XXVII. 


Editor  in  Chief:— T.J. TvKSi\\T*Ln  Esq.,  3,  St  George's  Square,  Primroae  Hill,  N.W. 
Mon.  See. : — W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  9,  M.iln.er  Street,  Islington,  London,  N. 

To  do  honour  to  Chatjcbr,  and  to  let  tlie  lovers  and  stttdents  of  him  see  how  far  the 
best  nnprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  worka  differ  from  the  printed  texts,  this  Society  is 
founded.  There  are  many  questions  of  metre,  pronunciation,  orthography,  and  ety- 
mology yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  printa  of  Manuscripts  are  wanted,  and  it  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  every  line  of  Cbaucer  contains  points  that  need  recon- 
sideration. The  founder's  proposal  is  to  be^n  -writli  T/ke  Canterbury  TaieSj  and  give 
of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in  Royal  4to)  aix.  of  the  best  nnprinted  Manuscripts 
known.    Inasmuch  also  as  the  parallel  arran^^ement  will  necessitate  the  alteration  of 


the  Ellc»mere  (by  .-^^^ ^.— — ^-^,  ,    ^^.^  *j.«j.kw»i,  ^ut  »xmm^  v«  »».  ... 

E.  Wynne,  Esq.) ;  the  Cambridge  Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gfr.  4.  27 ;  the'Corpus,  Oxford; 
the  Petworth  (by  leave  of  Lord  Leconfleld)  ;   and  the  Lansdowne  851  (Brit.  Mus.). 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,— the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,.-all,  or  nearly  all,  the  MSB  ^-ill  be  printed,  so  as  to 
secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  textb,  Mr  F.  J.  Fumi\*all  will 
read  all  with  their  MSS. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  ^hich  the  first  contains  the 
different  texts  of  Chaucer's  works ;  and  the  Second,  such  briginals  of  and  essays  on 
these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  knd  Supplementary  Tales. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

I.  The  trolog:ue  Mid  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  in  6  parallel 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  witK  Tables,  showin?  the 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varying:  order  in  88  MSS  of  the  Tales,  and 
in  6  old  printed  editiona,  and  also  Specimens  from  se^-eral  MSS  of  the 
"Moveable  Prologues  of  the  Canterbury  Talca,— The  Shipman's  Prologue, 
and  Franklin  s  Prologue^when  moved  from  their  right  iSaces,  and  of  the 
Substitutes  for  them.     ^The  Six-Text,  Part  I  >  o      i-      -^ 

II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  EUeroiere    MS. 
Ill-    M  i»  "  »»  7t       )>       „     Henprwrt        „     154 

I^JL-    "  ♦»  "  "  "       >»       ,»     Cambridge     „     Gg.  4.  27 

^'    »»  »»  "  "  >'        »»       )»     Corpus  „     Oxford 

^\'    »»  »♦  "  "  "       >»       y,     Petworth       „ 

Vll.    ,,  '1  .v^  T^^*„  #  "    .       ^'       '»       M     Lansdo^ifrne    „     851 

(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is 

VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:  EUesmerfe  MSo 

^^'     "         "  "  "  "  »  Hengwrt      „  with  an 

J^-     "         "  "  "  »»  »  Cambridge  „     I  Appendix  of 

VtV     "         "  "  »'         "  »  Corpus         „     f  "Gamelvn" 

Xiii      "         "  "  "  »'  "  Petworth     „  from  six  kSS. 

(separa'te. issues  of  the  Texts  fori'ing  the  Six-Text, ^^rt  11^X0   XTV  ^ 
The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series  is 
XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's'Talo*  «ri*i,  ^      a  ^.      *    ,^    «       . 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series    ia 
XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipnmn'n   «r»^'  i5  •  .     r.,  , 

Tale  of  SirThopas^in  6  pamllol  '?     P"<>^^«»  »  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  own 
coloured  dmwinps  of  Tellii4  of  •Foi''''^l^'^f?  ^^®  ^^S  above  named,  and  10 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  A,^  v\f  ^^*''' **'®.'*"K^'"^1»  >^  tJio  Ellesmere  MS. 
XVTT  *"3m  uie  tllesmere  MS. 

XVIII      "      "     ''      "        "         '»         >'    Cambridge  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's   oti^  xt  '^^»T?«  ^^S. 

XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  f^^  ♦i*^''*  W's  Tales,  from  the  Petworth  MS. 

(each  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  draw!  Lansdowne  MS. 

XXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  rv?"*  ^^  ?^ll^.^«  «^  Tales  in  the  Ellesmere  MS.) 

of  Blaunche  the  DuchcsRe  '  fi^^^SP^  *  ^^^^^  Poems,  Part  I :— •The  Dethe 

and  Tanner  MS  346 ;  *  the  C.m.^'i 5^^?^^.®**-.  **^  ^^^2;  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 

vvTT    r^\'^'  ComplejTit  of  Mars,'  eS^??^?         ?**?>o  *^«  Parlament  of  Foules,' 

XXII.  Siipplementary  Parallel-Text       I^       ^^^^  "*  MSS. 

vvTTT  *.??/t?*^^*"???»!  ''^  ^<^«le8,'  f  ,?,L^Jlf  "^^111,  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing 

XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer' 8  Mik      t1?     ^""^  M^S-  ,  wum«*««b 

?n  [leJ  L^IaTT^^  l'«uCr-  2Tb^ t^^'V^i.*^^***^^^*^ ^ •  t^  MS  fragments 

byChauoTer«;'  11.  *The  CmS^*^^^^*^  tfch^ucer   i    ^T^A*'*V  differences; 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer',  coSt^^^i^-ade  by  C^Z^r^yJ^^f^'t^il^^ 


'^^^^  '^  eoi^.^ 
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THE  PARSON'S  TALE, 

A  TREATISE  ON  PENITENCE,  IN  3  PARTS : 

Part  I.  On  Penitenoe,  and  its  1st  requisite  Contritioii  (A)  (p. 
693—612). 
Part  II.  On  its  2nd  requisite,  Confession  (B)  (p.  612—679). 
Part  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  Satisfaotion  (G)  (p.  679—684),  with 
the  Writer's  Leave-taking  and  Retractations  (p.  684-85)* 

PAET  I.  (p.  593—612). 

ON  FEVITEHCB,  AND  ITS  IST  REQUISITE,  COHTSmOir. 

Proem  on  Jeremiah  vi.  16.    The  Tale  is  to  be  on  PmiUnce  as  a  full 
noble  waj  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  is  to  treat  of 
i.  'what  IS  Penitence'  (p.  594). 
ii.  'whennes  it  is  cleped Penitence',  [not  in  the  Tale.] 
ill.  *  in  how  manve  maneres  been  the  acckmns  or  werkynges  of 

Penitence   (p.  694-5). 
iv.  '  how  many  speces  ther  been  of  Penitence  *  (p.  595). 
V.  *  whiche  thynges  apertenen  and  bihouen  to  Penitence'  (p.  595^ 

682 :  nearly  all  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Part  II). 
▼1.  'whiche  thynges  destourben  Penitence'  (at  end  of  Part  III, 

p.  682)  fp.  593). 
i.  Penitenee  defined,  bjr  a,  St  Ambrose ;  (.  'som  doctonr';  c.  the 
writer.     Its  requisites:  1.  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  do  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  ag^,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  594). 
[ii.  not  given.] 

iii.  The  3  actions  of  Penitence :  1.  Baptbm  after  sin  \  2.  not  to  do 
deadly  sin  after  baptisni:  3.  not  thus  to  do  venial  sm  (p.  594-95). 
iy.  The  3  speces  or  kinos  of  Penitence :  1.  Solemn  (to  be  put  out  of 
churcn,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  naked  on  pil- 
grimage) ;  3.  Private  (^.  595). 
y.  The  3  necessities  or  requisites  for  Penitence  (p.  596 — 682) : 
A  Contrition  of  heart  (p.  596—612). 

B.  Confession  of  month  (Part  II,  p.  612—679). 

C.  SatisfMUon  (Part  III,  p.  679—682). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  things,  by  which  we  wrath  Christ  (p.  6d6). 
A.  Contrition  is  the  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bears  branches 
and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  f  niit  of  Satisfaction. 
Contrition  fUso  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  heat  draws  men  to 

Ood.    (Simile  of  the  child  ana  his  murse's  milk.) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  life  (p.  596). 
four  Points  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 
1.  What  it  is;  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it';  3.  how  to 
be  contrite :  4.  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  597). 
2.  The  6  Causes  tnat  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 
a.  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  597-8). 
6.  Whoso  does  sin  is  the  Thrall  of  Sm  (p.  598-99). 
e.  Dread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  Hell  (p.  599—604). 
These  described:  the  Doom  (p.  599-600);  Job's  *lond  of 
mysese  and  of  derknesse'  (p.  600-1) ;  the  3  shames  in  hell 
against  (1)  *  Honours,  (2)  detices,  and  (3)  ridbesses'  (p.  611) ; 
poverty  in  4  thin^ :  no  treasure,  food,  clothing,  or  friends 
(p.  602) ;  and  no  delights  of  the  5  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
eternal  (p.  603).    HeU  is  orderless  (p.  603-4).   The  7  causes 
why  the  diunnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 
d.  Remembrance  of  the  good  works  we  ve  left  undone,  and  the 
loss  of  the  ^ood  works  done  while  we  were  in  sin  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  works  formerly  done  (p.  605) ; 
and  no  gooa  works  can  be  done  in  deadly  sin  (p.  605-6). 
The  new  French  song,  J*ai  tout  perdu  nwn  tctnpa  (also 
quoted  in  Chaucer's  late  poem  of  Fortune), 
42  (for  LANSDOWNE  606) 
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e.  Remembianoe  of  Ghrisf  s  soffering  for  oar  sins  (p.  606).    In 
man's  sdn.  every  ordmance  is  tumd  np-so-dovn  (p.  607). 
For  this  disorder  Christ  sufferd  (p.  60S). 
/•  The  hope  of  3  things :  1.  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  2.  the  Gift  of 
Grace  to  do  well,  3.  the  Gloiy  of  Heaven  (p.  609). 
3,  How  to  be  contrite.    Ck)ntrition  must  be  tmiversal  and  total : 
for  sins  of  thought,  for  desires  against  God's  law,  for  nicked 
words  as  well  as  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).    Oontrition  must  be 
angwishous  and  continual  (p.  609-11). 
it  How  Contrition  helps  the  souL    It  sometimes  delivers  a  man 
from  sin :  destroys  the  prison  of  hell ;  cleanses  the  soul  | 
ohanges  tne  son  of  Wiath  to  the  son  of  Grace  (p.  611-12). 

PAET  n  (no.  V.  eantinued). 

B.  OOmsSIOH  (THB  2En)  BBQUISFTB  FOB  PENITENCE) 

(p.  612—679). 
B.  ConftoiioB.  $  1.  (L  317)  'what  is  confession'  (p.  612). 

}2L  'whdtner  it  oghte  nedes  be  doon  or  noon'  ^.  672-9). 
Si  'whiche  thynges  been  oouenable  to  verray  Confession'  (p. 
674-79). 

CONFESSION,  i  1. 
1.  *  Confession  is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preest' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).    We  must  understand  too 
a.  CL  321)  'whennes  that flnmnes  spiyngen '  (p.  612— Uf). 
h.  ^how  th^  encreessen'  u>.  616-16 ;  672-7i}. 
e.  'whiche  they  been'  (p.  616—672). 
1.0.  Sin  sprang  from  tne  fall  of  Adam  (p.  612).    The  l^opd  of 
Adam  and  Eve  told  (p.  613).  From  Adam  we  took  Origmal 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  dimination ;  but  Baptism 
rescues  us ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  temptation,  or  Coa- 
cupiscence  (p.  613-14). 
Ooncupiscenee,  or  the  nourishing  and  occasion  of  dn.    St  Paul 
and  St  Jerome's  temptations  (p.  614-15). 
1.6.  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.    1.  by  Conci^iscenoe;  2L  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Devil;  3.  Hesitation;  ^  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
he.  Sin  is  a.  venial,  /3.  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  1.  Venial  Sin  defined.    It  skqNS  into  Deadly  Sn.    (Simile 
of  the  drops  of  water  inte  a  vessel's  hold  drowning 
the  ship;)  (p.  616). 
p.  1.  Deadly  Sn  defined  (p.  617). 

a,  2.  Of  divers  small  venial  sins,  hardly  thought  dm  (p.  617- 
18);  eating,  drinking^  talking,  too  much;  usmg  vour 
~^    "  .        .     iting  the  sick  (p.  617) ;  taudng 


Ee  too  much;  not  visiting  ^        ..  ^ 

vanities  at  church,  &o.  (p.  618).    Cure  of  venial  sms 
by^  love  to  Christ,  prayer,  confessiozL  good  works,  re- 
ceiving the  Sacramen^  holy-water.  &c.  (p.  618). 
I.e.  ^.-2.  The  Swen  Deadly  Sim.    The  Chieftains,  head  and 
spring,  of  all  other  ^ns  (p.  619). 
i.  Pride  (p.  619-26),  and  its  Bemedy  (p.  626-8). 
iL  Envy  (p.  628-30),  and  its  Bemedy  $.  630-1). 
m.  Ire  or  Anger  (p.  631-42),  and  its  Bemedy  (f.  642-5). 
iv.  Accidie  or  Slotn  (Discontent^  Ennui)  (p.  645-49),  and 

its  Bemedv  (p.  650-1). 
▼.  Avarice  or  Covetousness  (p.  651-7)t  and  its  Bemedy 

(p.  667-8). 
vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-9),  and  its  Bemedy  (p.  660). 
viL  Lechery  (p.  660-8),  and  its  Bemedy  (p.  668-72). 
i.  Psn>B  (p.  619—626).  Its  16  (and  more)  Twigs.  1.  Disobedience^ 
2.  Boasting,  3.  Hypocrisy,  4.  Despite,  5.  Arnmnoe  (p.  619), 
6.  Impudence,  7.  Swelling  of  Heart  (rejoicing  m  harm  d(me), 
8.  Insolence,  9.  Elation,  10.  ImpiOience,  11.  Contumacy,  12. 
(foh  lansdowne  006  a) 
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Presnmptioii,  13.  Irreyerence,  14.  Pertinacitj,  15.  Yam-gloiyy 
16.  Janming  (chattering). 
A  private  Kind  of  pride  (the  Ilosf  s  Wife's  and  Wife  of  Baih'^), 

wanting  to  go  to  offering  first,  &c.  (p.  620). 
Two  kinds  of  rride,  a, '  witMn  man's  heart  \  h.  without ;  h  being 
the  sioi  of  a.,  'as  the  gave  leefsel  atte  Taveme  is  sign  of  the 
w]p  waX  is  in  the  Oeler'^  (p.  620-21),  b,  outside  pride. 
a.  in  dear  clothing,  1.  supenluity  of  it :  its  cost,  furring,  chisel- 
holes,  dragging  in  the  dung,  waste  of  material  (p.  621),  un- 
fitness for  givmg  to  the  poor :  2.  scantness  of  it :  showing 
men's  privy  members,  ana  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  nimp), 
and  the  former  as  half-flayd,  in  parti-oolourd  hose'.    The 
'outrageous  array  of  Women'  (p.  623). 
/3.  in  horses  fp.  623),  and  vicious  grooms  to  tend  'em;  plate- 
harness.  £c. 
y,  in  housenold :  keeping  too  many  retainers  or  servants,  who 

oppress  the  poor  (p.  624). 
i,  in  table :  not  asking  the  poor  to  feasts ;  having  burning  and 
ornamented  dishes^ ;  too  costly  cups,  &c.,  and  too  dioice 
minstrelsy  (p.  624). 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  goods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Grace 
rp.  624).    The  FoUy  of  Pride  m  any  of  these  goods  of  Nature : 
'we  ben  aUe  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature ' K 
The  general  sis^ns  of  Gentleness.    (The  flies  cnlld '  bees',  and 
their  stingless  king)  (p.  625) ;  3  gifts  of  Qrace ;  3  of  Fortune. 
The  brittleness  of  popular  praise*  (p.  626). 
The  Remedy  against  rnde. 
Humility  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds:  In  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.    4  kinds  of  each  of  these  (p.  626-27). 

iL  Envt  (p.  627-30) :  defined  by  the  Philosopher  and  St  Augustine. 
It  sprmgs  from  MaUce  (p.  627). 

Malice ;  2  kinds  of  :  1.  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness ;  2.  op- 
posing truth  (p.  627). 

The  2  kmds  of  Envy  ^>.  628) :  1.  sorrow  at  other  men's  prosper- 
ity ;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  narm :  whence  comes 

Backbiting ;  5  kinds  (p.  628) :  1.  praise  with  a  &i^  at  the  end ;  2. 
turning  well-meant  things  upside  down  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neigCbour's  goodness ;  4.  putting  one  man  above  another;  6. 
glad  ustcoiing  to  scandal  ^.  628). 

Grudging  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  God  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avance,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy :  5.  among 
Ser^mts,  who  say  'the  Devil's  Paternoster*;  6.  Murmuring 
from  ire  or  hate :  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  h.  Discon^ 
c.  Scorning;  d.  Accusing  (p.  629) ;  e.  Malignity  (p.  630). 
The  Remedy  against  Envy  qp.  630-31). 

Love  of  God  and  one's  neighbour.    How  a  man  shall  love  his 
neighbour.    How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  'ndgh- 
bour'  (p.  630).    3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  x>f  mte 
>.  631).    Love  is  the  medicine  that  casts  out  the  venom  of 
ivy  from  man's  heart  (p.  631). 

ill.  Isi  or  Anobb  (p.  631*42),  and  its  2  kinds :  a.  good  Ire  or  Wrath 
(p.  632) ;  h.  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  ire,  and  ire 
ot  malice  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Shrews  that  forge  m  the  Devil's  fonace:  Piide^  Bnvy, 
and  Contumely  (p.  633). 

>  M«lIbe-Monk  Link,  B.  8  11 1  and  General  Prologne.  A. 

*  Chaooer'e  tether  no  douot  had  a  sign  ontaide  his  wine-ehop  or  tavern  In  Thamea 
Street,  London. 

*  The  ontspoken  and  eomewhat  coarse  abase  of  the  new  fkahlone  in  drees  le  a  great 
•diange  flvm  Chanoer's  admirable  Third-Period  ehaff  of  the  moral  short-cominRs  of 

the  monks  and  fHars,  Ac,  tai  the  PrologQe  and  middle  Talee.    If  tiiie  is  not  change  of 
man,  it'e  change  of  mood. 

*  Chancer  most  have  seen  plen^  of  theee  when  he  was  pagSLTalet.  and  sqaire. 

*  Compare  ChaiMer*s  OmM^mm,  Sec,      •  Compare  Clerk's  Tale,  Part  VI,  st.  135. 
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Wrath  takes  away  a  man's  wit  and  spiritual  life  (p.  634). 
Fruits  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.   2.  War  and  wrong.   3.  Manalau^ter, 
a.  spiritual ;  b.  bodily  (p.  634). 

a.  The  3  kinds  of  spiritual  Manslaughter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634) :  1.  by  Hate.  2.  by  Backbiting.  3.  Giying  wicked 
Counsel,  by  Fraud  (p.  634). 

b,  bodily  Manslaughter:  slaying  with  your  tongue,  giving 
orders  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  634). 

Manslaughter  in  deed :  its  4  (that  is,  7)  Kinds  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law : 
a  Justice  condemning  a  man  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homidde, 
in  defence  of  one's  own  life ;  3.  by  misadventure :  shooting  an 
arrow,  &c. ;  4.  a  woman  overMng  her  child ;  5.  a  man  mi&ing 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  &c..  killing  the  foetus  within  her, 
shedding  his  seed  in  the  wron^  place :  a  woman  killing  the  child 
in  her  womb ;  6.  a  woman  killing  her  child  (after  t)irth)  for 
shame ;  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  foetus. 

(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  Qod,  as  hazarders  do  (Gp.  ParcUmof's 

Tale)  (p.  635) ;  and  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger :  making  angry  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

a.  Of  lawful  Swearing,  before  a  Judge :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  b.  God's  name  and  Christ's,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vain  (p.  637) ;  c.  swearing  for  gentilitv  or  nianlineas 
(p.  638) ;  d,  swearing  suddenly;  e.  of  Adjuration  and 
Conjuration  by  enchanters  and  necromancers ;  /.  of 
Divmation  by  Dreams,  &c. ;  g,  of  Charms  for  Wounds 
and  Maladies  (p.  638). 

4.  Lving  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 

6.  Fiattenng.     now  Flatterers  are  the  Devil's  Nurses,  hia 
Enchanters  and  Chaplains  (p.  639).  * 

6.  Cursing  that  comes  of  urous  heart :  Malison. 

7.  Chiding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (specially  a  chiding  wife^) 
(p.  640-41). 

12.  Betraying    of    Counsd   (p. 
642). 

13.  Menaca 

14.  Idle  words. 

15.  Jangling  (chattering)  (p.  642). 

16.  Japing  (jokuig)  (p.  642-43). 


8.  Scorning  (p.  641). 

9.  Giving   wicked    Counsel 

(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Dis- 

cord (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642). 


The  Remedy  against  Anger  (p.  643-5).  Debonairtee  and  Patience 
(p.  643).  Four  kinds  of  grievances,  and  their  remedies:  1. 
wicked  words,  2.  loss  of  goods,  3.  harm  of  body,  4.  outrageous 
labour  (p.  644^. 
Incentives  to  Patience.  Story  of  the  Philosopher  and  Child 
(p.  644-45).    Obedience  comes  from  Patience  (p.  645). 

It.  Aocidie.  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  645-49),  is  an  enemy 
to  the  3  states  of  man, — 1.  innocence  (p.  645),  2.  prayer  (p.  646), 
3.  grace;— and  to  one's  livelihood.  Its  12  bad  consequences  (p. 
646) :  1.  Sloth  (and  its  remedy) ;  2.  Dread  to  begin  good  works 
(p.  646) ;  3.  Wanhope,  or  Despair  (and  its  Remedy)  ft*-  647) ;  4. 
Somnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  Negligence,  or  6.  Recklessness,  and 
the  Remedy  for  each ;  7.  Idleness ;  8.  Tarditas,  or  tarrying 
before  tunung  to  God  (p.  649) ;  9.  Lachesse,  or  givmg  up  a 
good  work  begun ;  10.  Coldness;  11.  Undevotion;  12.  Worldly 
sorrow  (p.  649). 

The  Remedy  against  Accidie  (p.  650-51) :  Fortitude  or  Strength, 
and  its  5  kinds.  1.  Magnanimity  ^  or  great  Courage ;  2.  Faith 
or  Hope;  3.  Assurance;  4.  Magnificence;  5.  Constancy  (p. 
651). 

1  Does  Clmnoer  here  ref«r  to  hit  fonneT  wife? 
>  Misvriittcn  '  M AKnificcnce  *  lii  EUenmere  and  Lanadomie  MSS. 

(for   LAN8DOWNE    006) 


SIX-TEXT  592 
CONTENTS  OF  FABSON'S  TALE.      FART  II. 

T.  Atariob  (p.  651-67).  The  difference  between  Avarice  and  Covet- 
ousuess  (p.  651) ;  and  between  an  Idolater  and  an  avaricious 
man  (p.  652).  Of  Covetousness,  and  lords'  extortion  from  their 
bondmen :  '*  humble  folk  been  Gristes  freendes"  (p.  652-63).  The 
Duty  of  lords  to  their  thraUs  or  churls.  Of  those  that  pillage 
lloly  Church  (p.  653-54) ;  lords  who  plunder  the  poor  are  lixe 
wolves  (p.  654).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  and  Merchant 
(p.  654).  Of  honest  bodily  Merchandise  (the  surplus  of  one 
country  may  be  sent  to  help  another)  (p.  654).  Of  spiritual 
Merchandise,  or  Simony,  audits  2  kinds  (p.  655), — thieves  that 
steal  Ohiisf  s  souls  ^t  livings  (p.  655-56) ; — Hasardiv  or  Games 
of  Chajice  (p.  656).  Other  outcomes  of  Avarice  (p.  656) :  1.  Lying, 
2.  Theft  (bodily  and  spiritual)  (p.  656-57),  a  False  Witness, 

4.  False  Oaths  (p.  657). 

The  Remedy  againti  Avarice  (p.  657) :  Mercy  &nd  Pity,  and  reason* 
able  LiberaUty  (p.  658).    Of  foolish  largess  (p.  658). 

tL  Gluttoitt  (p.  668-59).  and  its  5  kinds  (p.  659) :  1.  Drunkenness, 
or  the  burial  of  man  s  reason :  2.  a  troubled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eating;  4.  distemperd  bodily  humours;  5.  forge^ulness.  Or, 
as  St  we^oiy  says,  1.  eating  too  soon ;  2.  eating  too  delicate 
food ;  3.  taking  too  much ;  4.  troubling  too  much  about  cooking 
f ood :  6.  eating  greedily :  these  are  the  5  fingers  of  the  devil's 
hand  (p.  659). 

The  Remedy  agcdnst  Gluttony  (p.  660) :  Abstinence,  and  its  fellows. 
Temperance,  Shame,  Content  with  plain  food,  Moderation,  So- 
berness, Sparing  (p.  660). 

vii.  Lbohbbt  (p.  660).  Its  punishment  in  the  Old  Testament  (p, 
660).  Adultery,  and  the  desure  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  5  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p.  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing:  2.  villainous  touching ;  3.  foul  words ;  4.  kissiug  (old  do- 
taros.  and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662) ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  ni^  wife) ;  5.  the  stinking  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Its 
Idnds :  1.  Fornication.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
fruit  (p.  663).  2.  Adultery,  defined.  3.  Harms  following  from  it : 
a.  broking  of  faith ;  6.  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  Christ) ; 
c,  breflJdng  Gbd's  commandment,  and  defouling  Christ  (p.  664). 
Of  Harlots  and  Bawds  (p.  665).  Adultery  is  set  between  Theft 
and  Manslaughter.  More  kinds  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
by  Religious  Vows,  &c.;  2.  those  in  Holy  Orders  (p.  665). 
Lecherous  Priests  are  like  a  free  Bull  ui  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  flesh  of  folk's  wives  and  daughters  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copulating  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4  copulation  with 
kinsfollL  spiritual  (or  godchildren)  or  fleshly  (blood  relations). 

5.  the  aoominable  unmentionable  sin:  6.  Pollution,  of  3  kinds: 
1.  too  rank  humours;  2,  weakness  (p.  667);  3.  evil  thoughts 
(p.  668). 

The  Remedy  for  Lechery  (p.  668} :  I.  Chasti^  and  Continence. 

1.  in  Marriage.  (The  true  effect  of  Marriage.  One  husband  to 
have  one  wife  (p.  668).  How  a  man  should  behave  to  his  wife 
(p.  669).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husband  (p. 
669),  and  be  moderate  in  behaviour,  discreet  in  words,  &c.  (p. 
669-70).  The  3  causes  for  which  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
(p.  670) :  a.  begetting  of  children ;  6.  to  pay  the  mutual  debt  of 
tneir  bodies;  c,  to  avoid  lechery  (p.  670).  The  4th  cause, 
pleasure,  is  deadly  sin  (p.  670-71).) 

2.  In  Widowhood ;  3.  Virginity  (p.  671). 

IL  Special  avoidance  of  causes  of  lechery :  a,  eating  and  drink- 
mg ;  long  sleeping :  h,  the  person  who'd  tempt  you  (p.  671-72). 
(1  wish  I  could  tell  you  the  Ten  0>mmandm6nt8 :  but  irs 
too  high  doctrine  (p.  672).)    [End  of  Ckmfeseion^  $  1,  c.^ 

Sin  is  in  heart,  mouth,  deed,  by  the  5  Wits  (p.  672). 
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§  hb,  (see  p.  615-16.)  The  7  Circomstances  that  encrease  or  aggnYate 
sins  (p.  672).  1.  tiie  person  who  sins  (male  or  femal^  &c.) ; 
2.  the  kind  of  sin  (fornication  or  homicide) :  3.  the  place  it 
was  committed  in  (as  in  a  church,  by  a  pneet)  (p.  673) ;  4.  for 
what  motive ;  5.  the  nmnber  of  times  it  was  committed ;  6. 
bj  what  temptation ;  7.  how  it  was  committed;  and  all  other 
circmnstances  (p.  674). 

CONFESSION,  }  2,  §  3  (p.  674-79). 

PrqfiiahU  Confession,  and  tto  4  (=  3)  dmditions  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowful  bitterness  of  heart  (p.  674) ;  its  5  si^oa :  a.  shame- 
fastness  (like  the  Publican's)  (p.  675) ;  b.  hunmitjr;  c.  fulnfiBB 
of  tears  (p,  675) ;  d,  no  hesitation  (like  the  Magdal^  for 
shame ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penance  laid  on  you  (p.  675). 

2.  speedy  Confession  (p.  676) ;  its  4  Conditions :  /.  that  it  be 
well  thought  over ;  a.  the  greatness  and  number  of  sins  must 
be  understood ;  h.  the  sinner  must  be  contrite,  and  t.  avoid 
occasions  of  sins. 

3.  Shrift  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 

True  Shrift,  and  its  10  Conditions  (p.  677) :  1.  tnat  it  be  of  free 
wiU ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  sinner  and  priest,  Popish) ;  3. 
that  it  be  not  despairing  of  Christ's  mercy ;  4.  that  a  man 
accuse  himself  only,  and  not  another ;  5.  tliat  it  be  not  Ijing 
(accusing  oneself  of  sins  never  committed)  (p.  678) ;  that  it  be 
by  one's  own  mouth,  and  not  bv  letter ;  7.  tiuit  the  sin  be  not 
painted  with  fair  words ;  8.  inat  the  dirif t  be  to  a  discreet 
priest ;  9.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  for  vain-glory,  but  for 
fear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  sudd^y,  for  a 
joke  (p.  678).  Tou  may  be  shriven  more  than  once  for  the  same 
sin ;  and  should  be  houseld  once  a  year  (p.  679). 

PABT  m  (720.  V.  eontinued,  and  no,  vL). 

SATISFACnOH  (THE  3bd  REQUISITE  FOR  PENITENCE) 

(p.  679—684). 

Iq  a.  Alms.    p.  bodily  punishment. 

a.  Alms  and  its  three  kinds  (p.  679) :  1.  Contrition  of  heart.  2. 
Pity  for  one's  neighbour's  ftfolts.  3.  Giving  ^ood  counsel  to 
other's  souls  and  bodies  (food^  visits  in  prison,  ourial).  These 
Alms  should  be  done  privily,  if  possible  (p.  680). 

p.  Bodily  Pumshment  {Penance),  qf  4  Kinds:  1.  Piayera 
(chienv  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expounding  I  leave  to  Mas- 
ters of  Theology)  (p.  680).  2.  Watching,  and  its  3  kinds: 
forbearing,  a.  meat  and  drink,  b.  worldly  joUilnry  and  «. 
deadlv  sin  (p.  681).  3.  Fasting,  and  its  4  kinds :  LiBerBlity  to 
poor  folk ;  spiritual  gladness  of  neart ;  not  grudging  at  ftaitiaag ; 
reasonable  eating.  4.  Virtuous  teachings,  or  Discipline :  a. 
by  word,  writing,  or  example ;  b.  by  wearing  hairshirts.^  &c., 
next  your  skin,  scouigiug  yourself,  taking  evils  and  injuries 
patientiy  (p.  682).    [End  of  no.  t.  in  Part  i ;  p.  59a] 

vi.  The  4  Things  that  disturb  Penance  [no.  vi,  or  last  jk  of  p.  593 
at  foot]  (p.  682).  1.  Dread^  and  its  remedy.  2.  Shame,  and 
its  remedy.  3.  Hope :  a.  oflong  life,  and  o.  consequent  over- 
confidence  m  Christrs  mercy  (p.  683).  4.  Wanhope,  or  DesiMdr 
of  Mercv ;  its  3  kinds :  x.  from  great  and  Ion£  continued  sin ; 
y,  from  uUls-back  mto  sin ;  z.  from  not  being  able  to  persevere 
m  goodness  (p.  683). 
The  fruit  of  Penance  (p.  683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 

The  Author^s  Leave-taking,  and  Lament  over,  and  Withdrawal  o^ 
his  Sinful  Books.  &c.  (p.  684-86). 
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[Lansdoume  861,  on  leaf  230,  back,] 

{There  are  no  paroffraph-breais  in  the  MS,  but  Tyrwkitt*$  mre 
kept  in  the  print  for  eonvenienee  iahe,'] 

Ineipit  sermo. 

leremie  ^^.  State  exiper  vias.  &  videte  8s  int^rrogatd  de 
semitis  antiqxiia  que  sit  via  bonaf  &  ambulate  in  ea  & 
inuenietw  lefrigerium  Bnimahua  Yestna. 

[75] 

Owre.  swete  lord  god  of  heuenf  fat  no  man  wil 
perisshef  but  wil  fai  we  coTnme  al  to  ])e 
knowleche  of  himf  &  to  ]>e  blisfol  lyf 
fat  is  perdurable  f  [76]  amoneste^  yb  be  fo 
propbet  loromtd  fat  seipe  in  J^is  wise  5 
[77]  Stande^  ypon  fe  weyes  &  aeeipe  &  axep 
of  olde  pa^es.  f&t  is  to  seie  of  olde  sentences  5 
wbicbe  is  fe  goode  weief  [78]  &  vraSkep  in  f&t  weief 
&  ^e  Bcbal  finde  le&isscbeinge  for  ^ouxe  soulesf  &o 
[79]  7  Many  buen  ^e  weyes  sptnfuele.  fat  leden  folk 
to  to  oure  lorde  ihega  criste  &  to  pe  regno  of  glorie 
[80]  IT  Of  wbicbe  weyes  ^^0  is  a  fcil  noble  weie  and  ful 
couenable  weief  wbicbe  maye  not  faile  to  man  ne  to 
womman  ]>at  'porabe  sinne  ba])  mys  gone  fro  fe  ribt 
weie  of  leni^akm  celestial.  [81]  And  ^is  weie  is  deped 
Penitence  f  of  wbicbe  men  scbolde  gladly  berken  & 
enquere  wi^  al  bis  be  [82]  to  wit  wbat  is  pen- 
ance f  &  wban  it  is  cleped  penanc.  &  in  bowe 
many  man«^re  bene  fe  accionce-  of  worobinge  of  penance  5 
[83]  And  bowe  mony  spices  fefte  biene  of  penytence  And 
wbicbe  pinges  appartenenf  &  be-bouen  to  penitence  f  & 
wbicbe  ^inges  distourben  penitence 

LANSDOWNE  607  (6-T.  598) 
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[84]  IT  Seint  Ambrose  seife  |)at  penitence  is  pe 
pleyneinge  of  man  for  fe  gilt  fai  he  ha))  donef  and  no 
more  to  do  any  pinge  for  whiche  we  ouhte  to  pleynef 
[85]  And  som  doctoi^r  sei])ef  Penitence  is  J^e  weyment- 
jnge  of  man  f&t  sorwe])  for  his  sinnef  an  peyne)v 
him  selft  for  he  hafe  mys  donef  [86]  Penytence  wi^ 
certeyne  circumstance  is  verrey  repentance  of  men  Jmt 
halt  him  self  in  sorwef  And  of  ere  peyne  for  his  giltcs 
[87]  For  he  schal  be  verreyo  penitent  f  he  BchaA  first 
beweilen  fe  sinne  f&t  he  hskpe  donef  And  stedfastlr 
purposen  in  his  herte  to  haue  schrift  of  monj^e  And  to 
done  satisfaccione  f  [88]  And  neuer  to  do  ))inge.  ffor  whicho 
him  ouht  to  beweile  or  to  complene  &  to  con- 
tinue  in  goode  werkes  f  or  oUes  his  repentance  mai  nonht 
availe  [89]  IT  For  as  seint  Isider  sei]?e.  He  is  a  lap^  & 
n  gabbere  &  no  verrei  repentant!  ]>at  eft  sone  do^ 
pinge  fFor  whiche  him  ouht  to  repent  [90]  wepeingef 
&  nouht  for  to  stinte  to  do  sinne  Maio  not  availe  f  [91]  Boi 
naj^eles  men  schol  hopef  p&t  at  euery  time  pat  man 
isJlep  be  it  neuere  so  off  pat  he  may  rise  ]>orwhe  peni- 
tence if  he  haue  grace  IT  Bot  certeinly.  it  is  grete  doute 
[92]  for  as  seij^e  seinte  gregori.  vnnej^es  arise])  he  oute 
of  his  sinne  pskt  is  charged  wip  pe  charde  of  yuel  ysagef 
[93]  &  per  fore  repentant  folke  ))at  stinte  for  to 
sinne  &  for-lete  sinne.  er  sinne  for-Uete  him.  Holy 
cherche  holte  hem  seker  of  her  sauacionef  [94]  And 
he  pat  sinne])  &  verraly  repcnte])  him  in  his  last 
endof  Holy  cherche  jit  hope])  his  saluacion  be  pe  grete 
mercy  of  our  lorde  ih^^u  for  his  repentance  f  IT  Bot 
take))  pe  seker  weye  pat  is  certeine  f 

[95]  IT  And  nowe  sefen  .1.  haue  declared  jowe  what ' 
pinge  IB  penitence  ^  Now  scholne  ^e  vnderstonde  paX  per^ 
hue  pre  accions  of  Penytence  f  [96]  The  first  is 
if  a  man  be  baptized  after  pat  he  ha])e 
sinned  [97]  IT  Seint  Austino  seifo  bot  he  be  penitence 
for  his  oldo  sinful  ILf  f   ho  maio  not  bc-ginnc   pe  nowo 
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clene  liff  [98]  For  certes  if  he  be  1x«ptist  vriik  oute 
penitence  of  his  olde  giltef  he  leceyue])  ]>e  merke  of 
baptime.  hot  not  ])e  grace  no  pe  remission  of  his 
sinnes  til  he  haue  repentance  verreye.  [99]  IT  AnoferQ 
de&ut  is  piai  that  men  done  dodely  sinne  after  ftkt 
fei  haue  receyned  Baptisme  [100]  IT  fXi  J^redde  defaute 
isf  ]7at  men  fallen  in  venial  sinnes  after  her  baptisme  f 
fro  daie  to  daie  [loi]  IT  Ther  of  Beip  seint  Anstine- 
]rat  penitence  of  goode  &  humble  folke  is  )»e 
penitence  of  enerj  daie  f 

[102]  IT  The  spices  of  penance  bien  ])ref  f&t  aik 
of  hem  is  solempnef  ojiopere  is  comune.  .&.  ])^ 
^red  is  pnue  [103]  IT  ))ilke  penance  ]>at  is  so^ 
lompne  f  is  in  tuo  manors.  As  is  to  be  put  oute  of  holy 
cherche  in  lente  for  slauhter  of  childeme  &  suchei 
manor  ]yingef  [104]  Anof^er  is  whan  man 
ha])  sinned  openly  f  of  whiche  sinne  ])e  fame  is  openly 
spoken  in  fo  contre  i  IT  And  }>an  holy  cherche  be  iuge* 
ment  Distreyne])  him  for  to  do  penance  open.  [105] 
IT  Somme  penance  is  paX  prestos  enioynen  men  comunly 
in  certeine  caas  as  for  to  gone  peraduentur  naked  in 
pilgrenage  or  barfote.  [106]  IT  Priue  penaunce  is 
))ilk  ))at  men  done  al  daie  ffor  prtue  sinnes  of  whicho 
we  schryuen  vs  pnuely  &  receyuen  pnue  penanca 

[107]  H  No  we  schalt  J>ou  vnderstande  whas  behouef  f 
&  is  necessarie  to  verrei  perfit  penitence  f  An  ])es 
standen  on  fre  finges  [108]  IT  Contricio  of  hert  Con- 
fession 'of  mou]»3f  &  satisfiicoione  [109]  IT  For  whiche 
seif  lohannea  GrisostemM*.  Ponytence  Distreyne])  man 
to  accepte  benyngly  eucry  peine  fat  is  him  enioyned 
*Yfiih  contricione  of  hertf  &  schrift  of  moufe  &  satis- 
facione  &  in  worcheinge  al  manere  humylitef  [no] 
IT  And  pis  is  firuyteful  penitence  a3ein  fro  ])inges  in  whi(^. 
we  wreppen  our  lorde  ihesvL  cristf  [m]  pis  is  to  seine  5 
be  delito  in  pinkingef  be  reclischenesse  in  spckeingef 
bo  wykkcd  sinful  wyrcheingof  [112]  IT  And  (^cincs  pc» 
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wikked  giltes  is  penitence  5  J^at  maie  be  likned  vnio  a  tra. 

[113]  IT  J'e  rote  of  fia  tree  is  contrtdone  ^  hide]r 
him  in  ]>e  hert  of  him  ^at  is  yercaie  repentant  Biht  as 
])e  rote  of  a  tre  hide^  him  in  pe  er^ef  [114]  IT  Of  ^ 
rote  of  contr»cione  springe^  a  stalk  ^t  bere^  biamiches 
&  leofis  of  oonfesais  &  fruyte  of  satisfaccione.  [1x5] 
For  whiche  ciist  sei]^  in  fe  gospel.  Doipe  digne  fniyte  of 
penite.  Foi  be  ]>is  fniyte  men  maye  knowe  ^is 
tref  &  nouht  be  rote  y&i  is  hide  in  ]»  herte 
of  manf  be  pQ  biannche  ne  be  ]>e  leues  of  confessionef 
[116]  And  fere  for  onre  lorde  ihesa  crist  sei]r  ynai  Be 
fe  fiujtQ  of  hem  schal  30  knowe  hem  [117]  IT  Of  ^ 
rote  spnnge])  a  seede  of  grace  f  ]»e  whiche  sede  is 
))e  mode  of  sekemessef  And  ])is  seed  is  egre  &  hotel 
[118]  ^  grace  of  fiA  seed  springe^  of  god  J^orohe  ]»  re- 
membrance of  ])e  daie  of  dome  &  one  ^e  peuies  of 
helle.  [119]  IT  Of  fla  ^Matier  sei])e  Salomon.  That  in  pe 
drede  of  god  man  for  lete])  his  sinne.  [120]  %  ye  hete 
of  )>is  seede  is  fe  lone  of  god.  &  fe  desire  of  fe 
loye  p^urablef  [121]  pis  hete  draue]>  fe  hert  of 
man  to  godf  &  do]>e  him  hate  his  sinne f  [122]  IT  For 
8o]>eIy  fere  is  no  pinge  fsA  sanere^  so  wele-  to  a  childe 
as]>emykeof  his^oricef  l^e  no  ]nnge  is  to  him  more  abhom- 
inable  ]»tt  pilke  melk  whan  it  is  menged  wijr 
opere  mete.  [123]  Biht  so  pe  ainnfol  man  pat  louep 
his  sinne  it  seme^  ]>at  it  is  to  him  moste  swete  Of 
any  J^ingef  [124]  IT  Bot  £ro  pat  time  pat  he  loaep  sadly 
oure  lorde  ihesu.  criste  &  deairep  pe  lif  perdurable  f  p&e 
nys  to  hime  more  abhominable  5  [125]  IT  For 
fiope  pe  lawe  of  god  is  pe  loue  of  godf  For  whiche 
dauii  pe  pr(7phete  seipef  L  hane  loaed  pi  lawe  &  hated 
wikkednessef  &  hatenl  He  pat  louep  god  kepep  his  Iawe& 
his  wordef  [126]  IT  This  tre  sawe  pe  prophet  .DanyeL  in 
spirit  vpon  pe  auysion  of  nobngodonosor  whan  he  oonn- 
seled  him  to  do  penitence.  [127]  IT  Penance  is  pe  tre 
of  lif  to  hem  pot  it  receyvefif  And  he  pat  holdep  him 
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yeirey  penytence  is  blissed  after  fe  veirey  sentence  of 
Salomon. 

[128]  f  In  ))i8  penitence  or  contncion  man  schal  vn- 
deistonden  ,mj.  ]?inges  f  pat  is  to  seiiie  Wliat  is  contridone  f 
&  whiche  bien  fe  causes  fat  meuen  a  man  to  con- 
tncione  &  liowe  he  schold  be  contrite!  &  what  con- 
tricioun  availed  to  fe  soulef  [129]  J^an  is  it  J^usf 
fat  contndon  is  ])e  yerrei  sowe  f&t  a  man  receyae]» 
in  his  hert  for  his  sinnes  vritk  sadde  purpos  to  schriuen 
him  &  to  do  penance  And  to  do  neuer  moie  sinnef 
[130]  IT  And  fis  sorwo  schal  bien  in  fla  manere  As  sei|»e 
seinte  Bernard*  It  schal  be  greuous  &  heuy  &  fal 
schaipe  &  poynant  in  heitef  [131]  ffiist  for  a  man  ha^ 
gait  his  loidl  &  his  makeref  &  mor  scharp  & 
poynant  f  for  he  haf  agilte  his  fader  celestial  f  [132]  & 
jit  more  scharp  &  poyna^ztf  For  he  hafQ  a-wre]?)^ed  & 
agilte  him  fat  bouht  himf  ^at  withe  his  precious  blode 
ha])  deliaerd  vs  fro  ])e  bandes  of  sinne  And  fro  fe 
cruelte  of  J^e  deueL  And  fro  ^e  peynes  of  hell  f 

[133]  V  The  canses  ])at  onhte  to  meue  a  man  to  con- 
tricion  bien  ,YJ.  IT  First  a  man.  schal  remembre  him  of 
his  sinnes  f  [134]  bot  loke  fat  fat  rememr 
brance  be  to  him  no  delite  be  no  weye  bot  grette  schame  f 
&  sorwe  For  his  gilte.  For  lob  sei])e.  Sinfulmen  do]> 
werkes  wor]n  of  confession  [135]  IT  And  fere  for  sei]re 
Ezechiele  .L  wil  remembre  me  al  )}e  jercs  of  my  lif 
in  bittemesse  of  myn  hertef  [136]  And  god  seij^e  in  fe 
Apocolips.  Eemembre  30  fro  wemmes  fat  buo 
faHi  For  be  fome  pat  time  J^at  30  sinned  30  weren  fo 
childem  of  god.  &  lyme  of  fe  Begne  of  godf  [137]  ^  Bot 
for  joure  sinne  30  bien  wax  J^ral  &  foule  & 
membies  of  fe  fende  f  hate  of  Angeles  Sclaimdre  of  holy 
cherche.  And  foode  of  fe  fals  serpent  perpetnel  matiere 
oi  fe  £ae  ot  heE  [138]  And  fat  more  foule  &  abom- 
inable for  30  trespasen  so  oft  timef  as  doj^e  fe  honnde 
fat   tome])    to    eten    his    spewyngef    [139]    And   3it 
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bien  30  fouler  for  jouro  longe  continmnge  in  sinnef  & 
3oare  sinful  vsagef  Foi  whiche  je  bo  roten  in  ^ovae 
sinne  as  a  boste  in  his  donge  [140]  IT  Sache  manere  of 
})oabtes  maken  a  man  to  haue  schame  for  bis  sinne 
&  no  delitef  As  god  aeipe  be  ^e  propbete  Ezechiela. 
[141]  30  Bcbol  remembre  30W0  of  30ure  weiesf  &  ^ 
scbol  displesen  pwe  so])ely  •  IT  Sinnes  bien  ]>e  woies  fat 
leden  folk  to  boll  f 

[142]  IT  fe  secundo  cause  pat  aubto  to  make  a  roan 
to  bauo  disdoyno  of  sinne  is  ^isf  V  f&t  as  seij^e  soint 
Fetre  f  Wbo  so  do])0  sinne  is  J^raH  of  ^  sinne '.  %  And 
sinno  putto])  a  man  in  grete  ))raldomof  [143]  And  J^cre 
for  sei)»e  pe  propbete  Ezechielef  L  went  sorwefal  in 
disdoine  of  my  selfof  IT  Certes  wole  oiibt  a  man 
to  bauo  disdoine  of  sjnne  &  wi})-drawe  bim  fro  ]>at 
]>raldome  &  volanie  i  [144]  And  lo  wbatto  sei.))o  Seneca 
in  fis  matieref  ]>oube  .L  -wiste  ^at  god 
HQjpere  man  no  scbolde  nouor  knowe  itf  Jit 
wolde  .1.  bauo  disdoine  for  to  do  sinne.  [145]  IT  Tba 
same    Seneca.   sei])e    .1.    am    borne   to   gretter   ])ingc3 

pan  to  be  fratt  to  me   bodyo.   [ no  gap 

in  MS.  •  .  .  .]  [146]  More  a  J^rallo  may  no  man  no 
womman  make  of  bis  bodi  p&n  yiiie  bis  body 
to  sinnef  [147]  A  were  it  ))e  foulest  cberle  or  fe 
foulest  womman  fat  loue])  &  leste  of  value  ^ite  is  be 
cbaungod  &  moste  foulo  &  more  in  s^^ruitutof  [148]  Eucr 
fro  fe  bierd  dogre  }>at  a  man  falloj)  fe  more  be  is 
f  raft  f  And  more  vnto  god  &  to  j)*  werlde  vile  &  abomin- 
able f  [149]  ^  0  good  god  wele  oubt  men  bauo  disdoyno 
of  sinnef  Bepen  fat  foruho  sinne  fere  be  was  fre 
now  is  be  maked  bondo  [150]  ^  And  fevQ  for  seife  sointe 
Austine.  If  fou  bauo  disdeine  of  fi  s^niant  if  be. 
a  gilte  or  synnef  Haue  f^ou  J^an  disdeine  fat  fovL 
J)i  soK  scboldest  do  synnef  [151]  Take  rewarde  of  pine 
value  pat  pou  no  bo  to  foulo  to  pine  value  ne  to  p^  self 
[152]     IT      Alas     wele      oubten      pei      pan     to     bo 
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seruant  &  ))n^  to  sinne  &  sore  biene  aschamed 
of  hem  selff  [153]  J'at  god  of  liis  eules  goodenesse 
ha]>  sette  hem  in  hihe  astate  or  3euen  hem  wip  strenkejr 
of  body.  hele  beaute.  prosperitef  [154]  & 
bouht  hem  fro  de]>  w/tA  his  hert  blodef  pat 
|)ei  so  ynkindely  a^eines  his  gentillesse  whiten  him  so 
velenslye  to  slauhter  of  here  owen  sowles  [155]  IT  O 
goode  god.  36  wemmen  ))at  bien  of  so  grete  beaute  5 
remembre])  ^owe  of  pQ  prc>aerbe  of  Salomon,  ho  8ei])e 
[156]  A  faire  womman  J^at  is  a  fole  of  hir  bodyf 
is  like  to  a  ringo  of  golde  J^at  were])  in  pe  groyne  of  a  sowe 
[157]  If  For  riht  as  a  sowe  wrote})  in  eucry  ordure  f  So 
wrote])  sche  hir  beaute  in  stinkeinge  ordur  of  sinne 

[158]  IT  The  ])red  cause  ])at  ouht  to  meue  a  maat 
to  contricione  is  y  drede  of  ^e  daie  of  dome  &  of  ])0 
orribles  peynes  of  heH  for  as  seint  lerom  sei])e, 
Att  ouery  time  ])at  me  rcmembre])  of  pe  daie  of  dome  .1. 
quake  f  [160]  For  whan  .1.  eto  or  drink  or  do  what  so  .1. 
do  ouer  seme])  me  ])at  pe  trompe  souno])  in  myne  eref 
[161]  Eise])  ype  ))at  bien  dede  &  commej)  to  ])0 
lugement  [162]  of  godf  IT  Muche  ouht  iche  man  to 
drede  suche  a  lugement  perQ  as  we  scholne  bue  aH 
as  sei])  acife  seint  Poale  Be  fome  ^e  strate  of  oure  lorde  ihesa 
crist  [163]  Where  as  30  schal  maake  a  general  cow- 
gregaciounf  Wher  as  noman  mai  be  absent!  [164]  For 
certes  pero  ne  availe])  none  assoyene  ne  oxcusacionf 
[165]  And  not  onely  ])at  oure  fautes  schal  bu 
lugedf  bot  eke  fat  al  oure  werkes  schal  openli 
be  knowo  f  [166]  And  as  sei])e  seint  Bernardo.  There  ne 
schal  no  pledynge  availe  ne  no  sleiht  f  we  scholne  ^eucn 
Eekenynge  of  euery  Idel  worde  [167]  IT  There  schal  we  haue 
a  luge.  J)at  maie  nouht  be  deceyued  ne  comippto  f  And  whi 
for  al  oure  ))ouhtes  biene  discouerde  as  to  himf 
no  for  preior  ne  for  meede  he  wil  not  be  corruptof 
[168]  And  perQf OT  sei])e  Salomon.  pQ  wt&ppo  of  god  wol 
noujt  bue  corrupte  f  And  perfor  sei])  Salomon  i  'Pio  wrecho. 
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of  god  no  wil  nouht  spare  no  wight  for  praier  ne  for  ^eft  f  And 
fero  fore  att  pe  dale  of  dome  fere  is  none  hope  to  escape  f 
[169]  wherrfoie  as  seij^e  Anaelme  IT  Fol  greto 
angaysche  ^Schohie  ^e  sinful  folke  have  att  ]>at  timef 
[  1 70]  If  pere  schal  be  fe  steren  &  y  wro]>e  luge  f  site  abone  £ 
And  vnder  him  fe  orrible  pntte  of  hellr  open  to  do- 
strey  him  J^at  mot  be  knowe  his  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  M8J] 
sihnes  openly  be  schewde  be  fome  god  &  be  for 
euery  creature  f  [171]  And  one  fQ  left  side  mo  deueles 
}»an  hert  maie  finik  for  to  haryef  &  to  drawo 
pe  sinful  sowles  to  pQ  peine  of  hefif  [172]  and  with 
inne  pe  hertes  of  folke  schal  be  ]>e  byteiuge  conscienoe  f 
And  wi^  oute  for])  schal  be  po  world  al  bemeyngo 
[173]  IT  Wheder  sclial  fan  fe  wriched  sinful  soule  flee 
to  hide  hime.  Gertes  he  maie  nou^t  hide  himf  he  most 
com  for))e  &  schewe  him  [174]  For  certes  as  seiji 
seint  lerom.  The  etpe  schal  cast  him  oute  of  him  5 
&  fe  see  also  &  y  eyre  also  J^at  schal  be  fill  of 
fonder  clappes  &  lyhtnyngesf  [175]  l^owe  sofely 
who  so  wil  remembre  of  fis  finges  .L  gesso 
fat  liis  sinnes  schal  nouht  tume  him  into  delitef  bote  to  greto 
sorwe  for  drede  of  peyne  of  heHf  [176]  And  fere 
for  seif  lob  to  godf  IT  Sufifur  lorde  fat  .L  maie  a  while  be 
waile  &  wepe  ar  .1.  go  f  &  wepe  withe  outen  retomeinge  to  fe 
derke  Lmde.  couered  wit^  f^  derkenesse  of  defe  [177] 
to  f  *  londe  of  Misese  &  of  derkenesse  where  as  is 
schadowe  of  defef  where  as  is  none  ofer  or- 
dinance bot  grisly  drede  fat  ener  schal  last  [178] 
IT  lo  here  may  30  seen  fat  lob  preide  respite  a  while 
to  be-wepe  &  welle  his  trespas.  For  sof  ely  0  dale  of 
Eespite  is  better  fan  al  fe  tresoure  of  fis  werlde.  [i  79]  IT  And 
for  akomuche  as  a  man  mai  aquite  him  self  bef ozne  god 
be  penitence  in  fis  werlde  &  nouht  be  tresour  \  fere  fore 
scholde  he  preye  to  god  to  jeue  him  respite  a  while  to 
he  wepen  &  be  weUen  his  trespas  f  [180]  ffor  certes  al 
fe  sorwe  fat   a   man   myht   mako  fro   f e   begynynge 
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of  fe  world  is  bot  a  luytel  ^inge.  att  ^  legarde  of  ^  Borwe 
of  hsA  [i8i]  IT  The  cause  whi  fat  lob  calle]>  h^ 
]»  londe  of  derknessel  [182]  ynderstonde])  pctt  he 
clepe])  it  fQ  londe  of  erj^e  for  it  is  stable  &  neiuer  schal 
faQe  deraknessef  ffor  he  J^at  is  in  hell  h&pe  defaxite  of 
liht  ifiaterialf  [183]  ffor  certes  pe  derk  liht  ^t  schal 
come  oute  of  ]^  fiie  ^t  exxer  schal  heme  schal  tome 
him  al  to  peine  ])at  is  in  heti'  f  ffor  it  schewej)  him  to  fe 
orrible  deueles  pat  him  torment.  [184]  Coueid  wip 
pe  derkeneese  of  de]^  [ •    .    •    , 

[185] 

no  gap  in  the  MS!]  bien  \q  sinnesi  ]Mit  ]>e  wiecched  man 
ha])e  dof  Whiche  ]Mit  distonrben  him  to  see  pe  face 
of  godf  liht  a  derke  cloxide  be  twez  vs  &  pe 
Sonne  f  [186]  londe  of  mysesef  because  ^t  ]>ere  bne 
)>re  manure  of  defantes  ajeynes.  pro  pingesf  pat  folke 
in  pts  werlde  bane  in  pis  present  liff  pat  is  to  seief 
Honours,  delices.  &  Biches.  [187]  IT  A3eines  honour 
haue  pel  in  heil:  schame  f  &  confiisione  1  [188]  ffor  wele  je 
weten  pat  men  clepen  honour  pe  reoeruice  pat  men 
don  to  manf  Bot  in  hefi  is  none  honour  ne  reuerencef 
ffor  certes  no  more  reuarence  schal  be  do  to  a 
kinge  pan  to  a  knaue  f  [189]  IT  For  whiche  go[d]  seipe  be 
.pe  prophet  leremye.  Thilke  folke  pat  me  dispisen  schal 
bue  in  dispite  [190]  IT  Honour  is  eke  cleped  grete  lod* 
schipe  f  Thare  schal  no  wight  semen  opere  bot  of  harme  8s 
turmentf  Honour  is  eke  cleped  grete  dignite  &  hihe- 
nesse  bot  in  hel  schal  pel  be  al  for-troden  of  deuelsf 
[191]  As  god  ^  seipe  5  Orrible  deuels  schal  oomen  & 
gone  vpon  pe  heuedes  of  dampned  folk  5  And  pis 
is  for  also  muche.  pe  hiher  pat  pel  were  in  pis  present 
liff  pe  more  schal  pel  buen  abated  A  defouled  in 
hefif  [192]  %  A^eine  pe  riches  of  pis  world  schal 
pe  haue  mysese  of  pouertef  And  pis  pouert  schal  be 
foura  pinges.   [193]    in    de&ute  of   tresour   of  whiche 
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dauid  B&ipe  fe  riche  folke  psi  enbTascn  &  coaeten 
in  a&  heite  ]>e  tresonre  of  pia  werlde  f  scholne  slepe  in  pe 
slepeinge  of  de]re  As  no  )>inge  schal  ]>ei  finden  in 
al  hir  handes  of  hire  tresour  [194]  IT  And  moTo  ouere  pe 
Misese  of  h^  achaXt  ben  in  defsiute  of  mete  & 
drinke  f  [195]  ffor  god  Beif  p\is  be  moyses  -  Thei  scholne 
be  vastede  wi]r  hunger  &  pe  berdes  of  heH  schal 
dononren     him    wi]>     bitter    de]y    An    pe    gal    of    pe 

dragon  [. no  gap  in  the  if/S.] 

hir  morsel  f  [196]  And  ierper  onere  hirs 
mysesQ  schal  baen  in  defEiute  of  clo]>einge  f  for  pe\  schal 
be  nake  in  body  as  in  clo))inge  f  sane  pe  fire  in  whiche 
]^  bimef  &  opere  ielpea  [197]  &  naked  schal 
]»ei  bien  in  sonle  of  al  manere  of  vertnesf  whiche  }»t 
is  pe  clo^inge  of  sonle  f  //  Wher  hue  ]>an  pe  gala 
Eobes  &  pe  soft  schetes  &  pe  smale  schertesf  [198] 
Lo  what  Bieipe  god  of  hem  be  pe  prophet  Ysayel 
^at  vnder  hem  schal  be  strewed  mouhtesf  &  her» 
ooo^rtours  schal  be  of  pe  wermes  of  li^  [^99]  -^^ 
ferj^r  on^re  hira  mysese  schalbe  in  defante  of 
frendesf  For  he  is  nou^t  pouer  psX  ha])e  goode  frendes 
bott  pere  is  no  frendef  [200]  ffor  neyf^ere  god  ne 
ereature  schaii  be  frende  to  hemf  And  euery  of  hem 
schal  haten  oj^^re  wi]>  dedeli  hatef  [201]  pe  sonitcs  of 
pe  douhtem  schal  rebellen  a^eines  fader  &  moder 
&  kinrede  a^oines  kinredef  &  chiden  and  dispisen 
iche  of  hem  oj^ere  bo]>e  daio  &  nyghtf  IT  As  god  Bidpe 
be  pe  prophete  Mochias  [202]  And  pe  loueynge  childem 
pat  whilom  loued  so  fleschely  eueryche  opere  wolden 
cu^che  of  hem  eten  opere  if  pei  myht  f  [203]  ffor  howe 
schold  ]>ei  louen  hem  to  geder  in  pe  peine  of  heU:  whan  ]}ei 
hateden  eu^Tyche  of  hemo])6re  Ey]>er  in  pe  prosperite  of  p\s  lif 
[204]  IT  For  truste  wele  here  fleschely  lone  was  dedely  hate 
as  seij^o  pe  prophete  Aauidi,  %  Wo  so  ])at  lone]>  wikked- 
nossef  he  hate^  his  soulef  [205]  And  who  p9i  hate}» 
his  owcn  soulef   certes  he   may  lone  none  oper  wight 
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in  no  maneref  [206]  And  ^6rfor  in  haXt  is 
no  fienschippe  £ot  euer  ^e  more  fflessly  kinied 
)»at  buen  in  heiif  ]>e  more  curseinge  &  pe  moie  chide- 
.inge  ])e  more  dedely  hate  ]>ere  is  ymonge  heml 
[207]  And  fer^ere  ouere  ^i  scholen  liaue  defaut  of  al 
nianere  deliceef  For  T^bi  ^e  delites  bene  fe  Appetites 
of  ]>e  five  wittesf  as  sibtl  bereyngef  Saaereingef  Smel- 
inge  i  Ss  toucbeinge  1  [208]  £ot  in  beH  bere  sibt  scbal  be 
ful  of  derknesse  &  smoke  f  &  fol  of 
teres  5  And  ber6  bereinge  ful  of  T^aymentynge  &  of 
grontinge  of  te]>e  As  sei^  ibe^u  cnst  [209]  Her  nose- 
]}relles  scbal  be  ful  of  stinkinge  stinkef  And  as  sei^e 
ysayas  pe  propbete.  Here  Saae?'einge  scbal  be  ful  of  bitter 
galll  [210]  And  toucbeinge  of  bire  body  couerd 
-wi])  fire.  )»at  neu^  scbal  be  quencbedf  aTul  wi^  wormes 
^at  neu^  scball  di3en.  As  god  seide  be  ^o  moupe  of 
Isaye-  [211]  And  for  alsomucbe  as  pei  scbol  not  wene 
])at  ^ei  mei  deyen  for  peyne.  &  be  bire  de^  flie  firo 
peynel  ]>at  maie*  vnder-etonde  be  ^e  worde  of  lobe* 
post  sei])  fere  ^as  is  ])e  scbadow  of  de^l  [212]  Certes 
a  scbadowe  h&pe  likenesse  of  pe  pinge  of  wbicbe  it  is 
scbadow  f  Bot  ]>e  scbadowe  is  noubt  pe  same  ^inge  of  wbicbe 
it  is  scbadowe  [213]  Eibt  so  fare^  pe  peyne  of  b^f  It  ia 
like  depe  for  fe  angwyssbe  orrible  And  wbief  £for  it 
peyne^  bem  euere  as  ^oube  men  scbold  dyen  anone  i  Bot 
certes  ^ei  scbol  not  deye  [214]  IT  For  as  sei^e  seint 
Qregorie  to  wreccbed  kaytifes  scbal  be  depe  wit/i  owten 
de]>f  And  ende  wi])  outen  endef  And  defaute  wtt^  oute 
faileinge  f  [215]  ffor  bere  de]>  scbal  alwey  lyfe  i  And  bere 
ende  scbal  euermore  be  ginne  f  And  bere  defaute  scbal  noubt 
faile  [216]  IT  And  ])ere  fore  sei^  seint  lo&n  pe 
Euaungeliste  *  Tbei  scbal  folowen  de^  &  pel  scbal 
noubt  linden  bim  f  And  pei  desiren  to  deye  f  And  de]) 
scbal  flye  fro  bem  i  [217]  And  Eke  lob  sei^  f  ^at  in  beH 
is  none  order  of  Heule  f  [2 1 8]  IT  And  aH  be  it  so  ^at  god  ba^ 
created    al     ^inge     in     ribt    ordre     &    no])inge    wtt^ 
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onten  order  f    Bot  al    ^ingea    bene    ordeyned   &   nom- 
biedf     3ete    na]>ele8    pei    ^at    bue    dampned    bien    no 
])inge  in  ordre  ne  bolde  no  ]>mge  in  ordie.  [219]  ffor  fo 
er])e  scbal  bere  hem  no  fruyte.  [220]  For  as  ^e  prophet 
sei]>e  do^id  •  Grod  schal  destruye  pe  fniyte  of  pQ  er|»e  as 
fro  hemf    ne  water  schal  jeue    hem    no    moystnr.   ne 
pe  eyer  no  reMssheingef  ne  Gie  no  lyhtf  [221]  For  as 
eeipe  seint   Basile-    The   bimeinge   of  J^e   fire  of  Jns 
werlde  schal  god  gif  in  heH  to  hem  J^at  bn  dampnedf 
[222]  Bot  ]>e  liht  &  pQ  clerenesse.   schal  be  jonen  in 
to  heaen  to  Ms  childemef  Eiht  as  pe  good  man  giffe^ 
flesshe  to  his  childeme  and  bones  to  his  hondesf   [223] 
And   for  fei  schol  haue    none   hope  to    escape   sei^ 
lobef  Att^lastef  ])at  ]>&re  schold  orroure  &  grtsely  drede 
dwel  wi])  onten    endef    [224]   Orronr   is    alwei    drede 
of  harme  ^at  is  to  coTnme  i  And  ^is  drede  schal  eaer  dwefi 
in  ^e  hertes  of  hem  ]>at  bn  dampned  IT  And  for  fat 
haue^  ^ei  lome  al  here  hope  for  y\j.  causes  i  [225]  ffiist 
for  god  ]>at  is  hire  luge  schal  bue  wi])  outen  mercy  to 
hem.    Ne    pei   may   not   plese    him   ne    none    of   his 
halowes  ne  yei  maie  jeue  no  j^inge  for  hire  Baunaonf 
[226]  Ke  ]Mi  haue  no  voice  to  speke  to  himf  ne  ]>ei 
maie  not  fli^e  fro  peine  ne  fei  haue  no  goodenesse  in 
hem  ])at  ^ei  maie    schew  to    deliuer   hem    fro    peine  f 
[227]  IT  And  perefoTe  seipe  Salomon  J^e  wykked  mafk 
dejep  f  And  whan  he  is  dede  he  schal  haue  no  hope  to 
ascape  fro  peyne  [228]  ^  Who  so  schame  will  wele  vn- 
derstonde    pea    peynes    &    be  ^inke    him  wele  fa,i  he 
ha^  deserued  pUke  peynes  for  his  sinnesf  Certes  he 
schold  haue  more  talent  to  sike  &  to  wepef   )«n  for 
to  singen  &  to  pleyf   [229]  IT  For  as  Beip  Salomon. 
Who  so  ])at  hadde  ^e  science  for  to  knowe  f  fe  peynes  ^t 
buen    p&t    ystablisshed    for    sinnef    he    wold    maake 
sorwef  [230]  IT  ])ilke  science  as  Beipe  seinte  Aostine. 
Make])  a  man  to  weyment  in  his  herte  f 

[231]    IT  -pe  fer]>e  point  pat  ouhte  maake    a   man 
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liaue  contricion  is  ])e  sorweful  remembrance  of  fe 
goode  J)at  he  ha])  lost  to  done  here  in  erj^ef  And 
eke  good  pai  he  h&p  lomef  [232]  So])el7  ])e  goode 
werkes  pat  he  ha]>  lostef  ejpere  ]>ei  bien  pe  goode 
werkes  pat  he  ha^  wrottht  er  he  felt  in  to  dedely  sinne. 
or  elles  po  goode  werkes  pat  he  wrouht  while  he  laie 
in  sinne.  [233]  Solely  ])e  gode  werkes  pat  he  dide 
bef ome  pat  he  feH  in  sinne  bien  al  mortified  &  astoned  i 
&  dullede  be  pe  oft  sinynge  [234]  IT  ^e  toper 
goode  werke  ^at  he  wrouht  whiles  he  ley  in 
fiinnef  ]>ei  bien  ytt^ly  dede  as  to  ^e  lif  perdurable  in 
heuen  [235]  ^  ]>an  ]>elke  goode  werke  ])at  bien 
^mortified  be  oft  sinynge  f  Whiche  good  werkes  he  dide 
whiles  he  was  in  charite  f  ne  mowen  neuere  quyken  ajeine 
wttJ^outen  parfite  penitence  [236]  And  perioie  sei^e  god 
be  pQ  mou])e  of  ezechielf  That  is  J^e  rihtfulnian  re- 
tome  ajeine  from  his  rihtwisnesse  &  to  worche  wikked- 
sesse  schal  he  leue  [237]  naye  fifor  al  pQ  goode  werkes 
psit  hsLp  wrouht  ne  scholne  neu^  hue  in  remembraunce  f 
ffor  he  schal  deye  in  sinne  [238]  IT  And  ypon  ^ilke 
chapeter  sei^  seint  Gregorie  )>us  ])at  we  scholde  Tnder- 
stonde  ])i8  pr/ncipaly.  [239]  That  whanne  we  do  dedely 
sinne  f  it  is  for  nouht  paji  to  reherse  or  to  drawe  in  to 
memorie  ]>e  good  werkes  J^at  we  haue  wrouht  befomef 
[240]  IT  For  certes  in  pe  worcheinge  of  dedely  sinne  f 
pere  is  no  truste  to  no  good  werke  ])at  we  han  done  to  fore  f 
]>at  is  to  seine  As  for  to  haue  pere  byef  pe  lif  p^- 
durable  in  heuen  f  [241] 

no  gap  in  tJie  MS,^  whan  we 

haue  contrtcione  f  [242]  Bott  so]^ely  pe  goode  werkes  pat 
men  done  whiles  ]»ei  bien  in  dedely  synnef  flbr  as  muche 
as  ]»ei  weren  done  in  dedely  sinne  ]>ei  may  neuere  whiken 
a3eine  f  [243]  ffor  certes  J'inge  pat  neudr  hadde  lif  f  may 
neu^  qwykynef  IT  And  na]>elesf  Albeit  pat  ^i 
aveile  nouht    to    haue    pe    lif   perdurable  f    ^it    aveilen 
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l>ei  to  a-brigge  Je  peyne  of  heHf  or  elles  to  geten 
temporel  richessef  [244]  or  elles  Jat  god  wol  )j€ 
rajer  elumyne  &  lyhten  )>e  hert  of  fe  sinful- 
man,  to  have  repentance  f  [245]  And  eke  pel  aveilen 
to  Tsen  a  man  to  done  goode  werkes  )>at  ]>e  fende 
haue  ))e  lesse  powere  of  his  sonle  [246]  ^  And  ftis  pQ 
curteise  lorde  ihesu.  crist  wol  ])at  no  goode  werke 
be  lost  i  Sot  in  somwhat  it  schal  availe  [247]  IT  Bot  for  also 
muche  ]>e  goode  werke  ])at  men  done  whiles  pel 
bien  in  goode  lif  bien  al  mortified  be  sinne  folowyngef 
IT  And  eke  sepen  fat  al  J>e  goode  werkes  [.  .  no  gap  in  MS.] 
whiles  pei  hue  in  dedely  sinne  bien  vtterly  detle 
as  for  to  haue  f  e  lif  perdurable  f  [248]  wele  may  pat  man 
pat  no  goode  werke  dope  singe  pilke  newe  fresshe  songe  f 
lay  tout  perduz  mon  temps  &  mon  labour  [249]  ^  For 
certes  sinne  bereuep  a  man  goodnesse  of  nature  f 
&  eke  pe  goodnesse  of  grace  f  [250]  IT  For  sope 
pe  grace  of  pe  holy  gost  farep  like  fire  pat  may  not 
bu  ydel  f  ITor  fire  failep  anone  as  it  fo[r]lesep  his  worche- 

inge  f  [ no  gap 

in  the  MS,"]  [251]  So  lesep  pe  sinfulman  pe  goodnesse 
of  glorie  pat  only  is  behiht  to  good  men  pat  labouren 
&  wirkenf  [252]  wele  maie  he  bu  sorie  pan  pat 
owep  al  his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  leuep  f  hape  leued  f  And 
eke  also  longe  as  he  schal  leue  i  pat  no  goodenesse  ne  hape 
to  paye  vfi\h  his  dett  to  god  to  whome  he  owep  al  his 
lif  [253]  IT  For  trestep  wele  he  schal  jeue  acomptes  as  seip 
sein  Bernard,  of  al  pe  goodes  pat  haue  bu  ^ouen  him 
in  pis  present  lif  &  howe  he  hape  hem  dispended 
[254]  nouht  so  muche  pat  per  schal  nouht  perische  an  here 
of  his  hede  ne  a  moment  of  an  houre  ne  schal  nouht  perische 
of  his  time  pat  he  ne  sohal  3eue  of  it  a  rekenynge  5 

[255]  %  pe  fifte  pinge  pat  ouht  meue  a  man  to 
contmio^^n  1  is  remembrance  of  pe  passion  pat  oure  lord 
ihe^u  crist  sufifred  for  oure  sinnesf  [256]  fTor  as  sci|> 
seint  Bernard.  While  pat  .1.  leue  .1.  schal  haue  remem- 
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brance  of  )>e  traveyles  ^at  oure  lorde  ihesa  crist  sufixed  in 
P'echeiBgef  [257]hia  werenesseintravaileingef  hietempt- 
acions  whan  he  fasted  f  his  longe  wakeinges  whan  he 
pi-aidef  his  teres  whan  pat  he  ^wepte  for  pyte  of 
goode  peplef  [258]  ^e  wor  &  pe  schame  &  ])e 
fdpe  pat  mem  seiden  to  him  oftf  pe  foule  spitteingel 
]>at  men  spitten  on  his  facef  of  pQ  buffetes  ^at  men 
)aue  himf  of  ^e  foale  moii))esS  &  of  pe  re- 
proues  pst  men  to  him  sejdenl  [259]  of  pe  nayles 
T7i\Ji  pe  whiche  he  was  nailed  to  pe  crose  and  of  al  pe 
remenant  of  his  passion  ]>at  he  safTred  for  my  sinnes 
And  no]>inge  for  his  gilte  i  [260]  And  30  scholne  vnder- 
•tonde  pB,t  in  man  sinne  is  euery  manor  of  order 
of  ordinance  turned  vp  so  4oTinef  [261]  ffor  it  is  soj^ef 
pat  god.  &  resofi  &  seusualite  &  pe  body  of  man  5 
buen  so  ordeinedf  pat  euer  yche  of  ])i3  foure  ])inges 
schold  haue  lordschipe  ouer  pat  o])er  [262]  As  pus  i  As  ])us 
God  schold  haue  lordeschip  ou^  resonf  &  resone  onere 
sensualitel  And  sensualite  ou«re  pe  body  of  man^ 
[263]  But  8o])ely  whan  man  sinne])  al  p*  order  of 
ordenance  is  turned  yp  so  dounef  [264]  And  per  fore 
pem  for  also  muche  as  ^e  resofi  of  man  wil  nouht  be 
snbiette  ne  obeisant  to  god  ^at  is  lord  be  rihtf  pare 
for  lese^  he  pe  lordschip  ^at  he  scholde  haue  in 
sensualite  f  and  eke  ou^re  pe  body  of  manl  [265]  And 
whie  For  sensualite  rebelle])  a3ein  resonf  And 
]»at  waye  lese])  reson  his  lordschip  oner  sensualite 
&  ouer  pe  bodyf  [266]  For  riht  as  reson  is  rebelle  to 
god  f  Kiht  so  is  boj^e  sensualite  rebel  to  reson.  & 
p*  man  alsol  [267]  IT  And  certes  ])is  ordinance  & 
p'lB  rebeUion  ouxe  lorde  ihesn  crist  bouht  ypon  his 
l>reciouse  body  ful  dere  And  herkene])  in  whiche  wysef 
[268]  fiTor  as  muche  ]>an  is  reson  rebel  to  godf  ])are 
fore  is  man  worfi  to  haue  sorwef  &  to  be  dedef 
[269]  fis  Buffurd  our^  lorde  ihe^u  for  man  after  fat 
he  had  be  bytrayede  of  his  disciple  And  distreyned  & 
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bounde  so  fat  ye  blode  biaste  oute  att  euery  nayle  of  his 
handes  as  seij^e  seint  Austine  [270]  IT  And  forj^ermore 
for  as  muche  pat  reson  of  man  wil  non^t  daunte  sensu- 
alite  whan  it  maie  5  ^refore  is  man  wor^i  to  liaue  scbame  5 
And  ]ms  suf&ed  oure  lords  ih^ «ii  criste  1  for  man  5  whan  fei 
spitten  in  his  vesage  //  [271]  And  fer^^re  ouere  for  as 
muche  ])an  pat  pe  kaytif  body  of  maS/  is  rebel 
bo])e  to  resottn  /  &  sensualite  f  And  perefoie  is  it  worj^i  fe 
depQ  •  [272]  And  pia  suffurde  oure  lorde  ihe^u  criste  for  man 
rpon  Je  croys  where  as  J>ere  was  no  party  of  his  body 
fre  wit^  owten  grete  pyne  &  bitter  passion  5  [273] 
And  al  pis  sufi&ed  oure  lorde  ihesn  criste  ]>at  neuere  for  fete 

[■ 

no  gap  in  the  M8J\  IT  To  mechel  am  .1.  peyned  for  ^ 
same  }»inges  ])at  .1.  neuer  des^ruede  Andtomucheldefouled 
for  frendschipe  ])at  man  is  wor]>i  to  hauef  [274]  And  pere- 
fore  maie  p%  sinnf ul  man  wele  saie.  as  seijie  seint  Bernard  f 

Acursed  be  pe  buttemesse  1  [ 

no  gap  in  tlie  MS,]    [275]  ffor  certes 

after  p^  din^rse  discordance  of  oure  wikkednesse  was  pQ  pas- 
sion of  oure  lorde  ihesu,  criste.  yordeinede  in  diuerse  ])inges 
[276]  as  ]>usf  IT  Certes  sinnf  ul  mannes  soule  by-trasede 
of  pe  deuel  be  couetise  of  temp^rile  prosperite  and 
scorned  be  deceyte  i  Whan  he  chese]>  fleschely  delites  V  And 
^it  is  he  tormented  be  impacience  of  aduersite  f  IT  And  be- 
spette  be  seruage  in  subieccione  of  sinne  i  and  att  pe  last  it  is 
sleyne  fynaly  f  [277]  ffor  pis  disordinance  of  sinnful  man. 
was  ihe^u  cnst  first  betrayde  f  And  after  ]>at  was  he  bounde 
pat  cam  for  to  ^  for  to  vnbynde  vs  of  sinne  &  of  peyne  f 
[278]  pan  was  he  bescomed  pat  only  scholde  be 
honoured  in  al  pinges  be  al  pinges.  &  of  al  pingesf  [279] 
IT  Than  was  his  pat  ouht  be  desired  to  be  seyne 
of  al  man  kindef  In  whiche  Angeles  desiren  to 
loken  vilansly  be-spittel  [280]  pan  was  he  scowiged 
pat  no  pinge  had  gultef  &  fynally  pan  was  he 
crucified  And  sleyne  [281]  IT  pan  was  he  acompliced  pe 
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wordes  of  Ysayef  He  was  wounded  for 
oure  mesdedes  &  defouled  be  onre  yeleynyes'  [282] 
Kowe  se^en.  fat  iheau  criste  toke  vpon  him  selfe  ])e 
peyne  of  al  oure  wikkednesse  5  Muchel  ouht  sinful 
man  be-wepe  &  be-weile  pat  foi  his  sinne  goddes  Sonne 
of  heuen  schold  al  pis  peine  endure  [283]  IT  The  sezt 
pinge  yat  ouht  to  meue  a  man  to  contiicione  is  pe  hope 
of  pe  pie  pingesf  pat  is  to  seine  foijeuenesse  f 
And  pe  jeft  of  grace  wele  for  to  dof  And  pe  glory  of 
heuen  wiiJi  pe  whiche  god  schal  guerdon  man  for  his 
goodededesf  [284]  IT  And  for  as  muche  as  ihesa  cristf 
jifep  YB  pis  jef tes  of  his  largesse  and  of  his  souereyne 
bountef  per  for  is  he  cleped  Thestis  nazarenus  rex 
iudeorumf  [285]  Jhestis  ys  to  seyne  saueour  or  sal- 
uatioil  on  whome  men  scholne  hope  to  haue  f orjeuenesse  of 
sinnes  whiche  pat  is  properly  saluacione  of  synnesf 
[286]  And  perfor  seide  pe  Angel  to  losephf  pou 
plepest  his  name  ihesus  pat  schal  saue  his  peple  of  her 
ainnesf  [287]  And  here  of  seip  seinte  Peter  f  There  nys 
none  opere  name  ynde  heuen  pat  is  30ue  to  any  man 

hot  only  [ no  gap  in  the  3f/Sl]  Jhesua  [288] 

nazarenus.  Whiche  is  as  moche  to  seine  As  florisoheinge  in 
whiche  a  man  schal  hope  i  pat  he  pat  jeuep  him  remissiot/n 
of  sinnes f  schal  jeu  also  him  grace  wele  to  dof  ^  For 
in  pe  floure  is  pe  hope  of  fruyte  in  tyme  coTTiinge  And  in 
for^efhesse  of  sinnes  hope  of  grace  wele  to  do  f  [289]  IT  .1. 
was  att  pe  dore  of  pine  herte  seip  lihemd  and  cleped  for  to 
entre  IT  He  pat  openep  to  me  schal  haue  for-jeuenesse  of 
sinne  f  [290]  L  wil  entre  in  to  him  be  my  grace  And 
soupe  wttA  hi7»  be  pe  good  werkes  pat  he  schal  donel 
whiche  werkes  bene  pe  foode  of  god  f  &  he  schal  soupe 
wip  mef  be  pe  gret  loy  pat  schal  be  joue  to  himl  [291] 
Thus  man  hope  for  his  werkes  of  penaTtce 
god  scholde  ^eue  him  his  regno  as  he  behotep  him  in  pe 
gospel  f 

[292]  IT  Nowe  schal    man    vnderstonde    in  whiche 
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manure  schal  be  his  contricionf  .L  say  )»at  it  schal 
bue  yniu^rsale  &  totalef  ^is  is  to  sei  a  man  schal  be 
yeirey  repentant  for  al  his  sinnes  f&i  he  hsip  done  in 
delite  of  his  ])ouhtf  ffor  delite  is  ful  perilous  f  [293]  ffor  ^ 
bien  tao  manors  of  consentynges  ^  }»at  one  of  hem  is 
cleped  consentynge  of  affecciot^ne  whan  a  man  is  meved 
to  do  synne  &  delite]>  him  longe  for  to  j^inke  on 
)»at  sinnef  [294]  He  ha]>e  reson  Jiat  perteyne])  wele  fat 
it  is  sinne  a3eines  ^e  lawe  of  god  f  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MSJ]  Al  ]>oiihe 

his  reson  ne  consent  no3t  to  do  ]>e  sinne  in  dedef 
[295]  jut  seine  somme  doctottrs  fat  cniche  delite  fat 
dwelle]>  longe  is  ful  pmlousef  al  be  it  neuer  so  litel 
[296]  And  also  a  man  scholde  sorwe  for  al  ^tl 
fat  exier  he  ha])  desired  i^eines  J^e  lawe  of  ^god  wit^ 
perfite  consentinge  of  resounf  fifor  fere  of  is  no  dout^ 
fat  it  no  IB  dedely  sinne  f  In  ^e  consentynge  [297]  [.    .    * 

no  gap 

in  ths  MS.'\  &  in  to  fe  dede  f  [298]  where  for  .1.  seye  fat 
many  men  ne  repenten  hem  neuere  of  suche  J^ouhtes  & 
delices  ne  neuer  schreuen  hem  of  it  bot  onely  of  fe 
dede  of  grete  sinnes  vtwarde.  [299]  where  for  .y,  saye 
fat  suche  wikked  delites  &  wikked  ])ouhte8  bien 
subtile  begilloMrs  of  hem  Jat  scholne  be  dampnedf  [300] 
More  ouere  man  ouht  to  sorwen  For  his  wikked 
wordesf  as  for  his  wikked  dedes  %  For  certes 
fe  repentance  of  a  singuler  sinne  and  nouhte  repent  of  al 
his  of  ere  sinnes  f  or  elles  repent  him  of  al  his 
of  ere  sinnes  f  &  not  of  singulere  sinne  maye  nouht 
aveile  [301]  IT  For  certes  almyhti  godf  is  al  goode.  And 
Jerfor  he  for-jeuef  aHf  or  elles  riht  nouht  f  [302] 
And  here  of  seife  seint  Augustine.  I.  wote  certeinly  [303]  fat 
god  is  enmy  to  euery  sinner  f  And  howe  fan  he 
fat  obseruef  o  synne  schal  he  haue  for^euenesse  of  fe 
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Temenant  of  hia  of  ere  sinnes  f  Nay  f  [304]  IT  And  forf  ere 

ouer.  contncion  scholde  be  woimdes  sorwfulf  And  Ang- 

tusschonsf    and    ^erfar    jeue);    him     god     pleynly    his 

mercy   And    ^er£oT  whan    Mi    soule   was    anguysshous 

witA     in     me     .L     had     remembrance     of     god     fai 

my  preyer   myht  co7»  to  him   [305]  IT   rorJ>ere  oue7'e 

contncion  most  be  continuelf  and  )>at  men  haue  sted- 

fast  p2/rpo8  to  schriue  himf    &  for  to  amend  him  of 

his  lif  [306]  ^  ffor  so)>ely  whiles  contrtcion  laste])  man 

nude    haue    hope    of   forjefnessef    And    of    ]>i8    come)) 

hate  of  sinne  ]>at  destruye])  sinne  bo)>e  in  him    selfe 

and  eke  in  o^ere  folke  as  his  powei'f  [307]  ffor  whiche  Notab«n<>cieqiif 

seij^e  daaidf  je  \)ai  louen  god  hate])  wikkednessef  For 

tnistn))  wele  to  loue  godf  is.  for  to  loue  fat  he  loue]> 

&  hate  pat  he  hate])e 

[308]  IT  The  last  )>inge  fat  men  schal  vnderstond 
is  fisf  where  of  availef  contncion  f  L  saie 
fat  sumtim  contr&cion  deliaerf  a  man  fro  sinne 
[309]  of  whiche  fat  dauid  seifef  I.  saie  qiu)d  dauiA 
fat  is  to  saie  I  purposed  firmly  to  schryue  me  And  • 
fou  lorde  relesed  my  sinne  f  [310]  IT  And  riht  so 
as  contricion  ne  veilef  nou3t  wit/i  oute  sadd  purpos  of 

scrifte    [ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

or  satisfaccione  wifoute  contncione  [311]  IT  And 
more  contricion  distreyef  fe  prison  of  heH 
&  makef  waykef  And  feblef  fe  strengefes  of  fe 
deuelesf  And  restorif  fe  jift  of  fe  holy  gostef  And 
of  al  yertues  [312]  &  interclensef  fe  soule  of 
sinne  5  Ande  deliueref  fe  soule  fix)  fe  peyne  of  heH 
&  fro  fe  compaignie  of  f*  deuel!  And  fro  fe  seruage 
of  synne  IT  And  rcstoref  to  al  goodes  espiritueles  in 
to  fe  compaignie  cowmunyoun  of  holy  kirke  [313] 
^  And  forfc?'e  ouerei  it  makef  him  fat  was  whilom 
son  of  Ire.  to  be  f e  sofi  of  grace  f  And  al  fis  fingcs 
he  preuef  be  holy  writtef  [314]  And  ferefor  he  fat 
wolde    sett    his    entent    to    fese    finges    he    war    ful 
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wisef  ffoi  BofQ  he  scholde  nouht  yaji  in  al  his  lif 
to  haue  corage  to  sinne  IT  Bot  Jmui  his  body  &  al  his  harte 
to  ^e  seruise  of  ihe^a  ciistef  And  fere  of  done  him 
homoge  [315]  IT  ffor  certes  onre  swete  lorde  ih^vu.  criste 
haj)  spare  ts  so  debonerlj  in  onie  folyesf  ]>at  if  he  ne 
hadd  pite  of  mannes  sonle  a  son  songe  miht  we  al 
singef  Ezplioit  pr/ms  pan  penitende 
Indpit  seoimda  pan.  einsdem. 


[316]  [ileftflM.   Ha.  npmU  1-J  AB^nca>3 . 

The  secunde  parte  of  penitence  f  is  oonfessioii 
^t  is  signe  of  contncionel  [317]  l^ow  scholne  je 
yndeivetande  f  what  is  confessiounf  And  ^And  whej^er 
it  ouhte  nedes  to  be  or  nonef  And  whiche 
]yinges  bene  coaenablef  to  yerrey  confession  f 

[318]  IT  ffiist  schalt  ]m}u  yndeistonde  ]ttt  confessioiaL  Is 
veireye  scheweinge  of  sinnes  to  ye  prestef  [319]  Jns  is  to 
seye  yenalyl  fat  he  mote  confessen  him  of  aft  ^ 
condicions  p&t  be-longen  to  his  sinne  as  iexforp  as  he 
canf  [320]  Al  mote  be  saide  &  no])iDge  excused!  ns 
hidde  ne  awrapped  And  nouht  auatmt  him  of  his  goode 
werkes  [321]  IT  And  for^are  aa&te  it  is  necessaiie  to  ynder- 
stands  whense  ^  sinnes  springenf  and  howe  ^ 
enciesen  f  And  whiche  fere  biene 

[322]  of  spnngeinge  of  sinnes  f  As  seij^e  seint  Poule 
ofi  yis  wiae  IT  ))at  lihte  as  be  a  man  sinne  entred  fink 
in  to  )ns  werlde  &  ^ruht  |»at  sinne  deyedef  Biht  so 
fiUke  defe  enttep  in  to  al  men  fei  sinneden!  [323] 
And  fiB  man  was  Adam  be  whome  )pat  sinne  entred  into 
fia  werlde  whan  fat  he  biakke  fe  commandement  of  god 
[324]  IT  And  fere  fore  he  ^t  fiist  was  so  myhti  ftX  ha 
scholde  not  haue  deied  be-cam  suche  one  faX  him  must 
nedes  deie  f  whe]«r  he  wolde  or  none  f  &  al  his  progenie 
^t  IB  in  )»iB  werlde  fat  in  pilke  mansre  synnen  [325]  H  Loke 
J^at    in    fe   state    of    innocence    whan    Adam    is   £ae 
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nakede  weren  in  paradise  f  And  no]>inge  schame  ne  hadden 
of  here  nakednesse.  [326]  How  ^t  pe  serpent  ])at  was 
most  wyly  of  al  opere  bestes  ]>at  god  had  maked 
seide  to  ^  womman  IT  Commaunded  god  to  jowe 
je  schold  not^t  of  euerj  tie  in  paradiito  [3^7]  The 
womman  ansewaidf  Of  pe  frayte  quod  sche  of  )»e  trees 
in  paradyse  we  feden  vs  hot  so]>ely  of  fe  frayte  of  fe 
tre  jHit  is  in  ^e  myddel  of  paradise!  Grod  for-hede  vs 
for  ete  ne  for  to  touche  it  lest  parauent(7tfr  we  schold 
deyenf  [328]  y  serpent  seid  to  pe  womman  Naj 
nay  f  30  schol  nou^t  deye  of  de^e  f  for  so|»e  god  wote  ])at 
what  dale  je  eten  fereoi  jonro  eyjen  schal  open 
And  je  scholne  hue  as  goddes  knowynge  goode  &  harmef 
[329]  The  womman  sawhe  ^at  ]>*  tre  was  good 
to  fedeinge  &  fEure  to  ye  yje  &  delitable  to  pe 
sihte  Sche  toke  of  y  fruyte  of  ye  tree  &  ete  of  it  f  And 
^af  it  to  hir  hnsbonde  &  he  ete  f  And  anone  ]>e  ey3en  of 
hem  bo^  opened!  [330]  And  when  ^t  pei  knewe 
pat  ))ei  weren  naked  f  pe  sowde  of  fige  leues  in  manure 
of  breohes  to  hiden  hii'  membres  f  [331]  IT  Here  maye  je 
see  ^at  dedely  sinne  ha^  furst  suggestion  of  pe 
fendef  As  schewe^  here  be  Hadderf  And  afterward 
pe  delite  of  p*  flesche  as  schewe^e  here  by  Euaf  And 
after  pai  pe  consentinge  of  pe  resovn  as  schewe^  be 
adamf  [332]  For.  trustep  wele  J>ouhe  so  were  pat  pe 
fende  tempted  onef  pat  is  to  sale  pe  flesshe  And  pe 
flesshe  hadde  delite  in  pe  beaute  of  pe  frayte  defended! 
3ite  certes  til  pat  resotmf  pat  is  to  seief  Adam  consen- 
tynge  to  pe  eteynge  of  pe  fruyte  pat  stode  hihe  in  p*  state 
of  Innocence  [333]  ^  Of  pilke  Adam  toke  we  pUka 
sinne  of  originale  for  of  him  flesshely  discended  bu  we  all  f 
and  engenderd  of  vile  &  corrupte  matierf  [334]  And 
whan  pe  soule  is  put  in  oure  bodye  riht  anone  is  con^ 
tracte  originale  sinne  f  And  pat  was  erst  hot  onely 
peyne  of  concupiscence  is  afterewarde  bope  peyne  ^ 
8™^'   [335]  -^^  perefor  be  we  al  y borne  sonnes   of 
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•wraj)*  f  And  of  dampnacion  pel-durable  f  if  it  nere  Baptisme 
J>at  we  receyuen  f  whicfe  be-nymmej)  vs  J>e  culpe  f  Bot  for 
Bof  e  ))e  peyne  duellej)  -with  vs  as  J>e  tempta^cione  1  ^^^liche 
peine  hiht  concupiscence  [336]  And  pis  concupiscenc*^ 
wban  it  is  wrongfully  disposed,  or  ordelnte  in  mauf  it 
make])  bim  coueyten  ])e  couetise  of  flessbly  sijine 
be  sibt  of  bis  ey^enf  As  to  er^ely  ]>inges  IT  And 
eke  couetise  of  bibenesse  Be  pnde  of  bert  f / 

[337]  Now  as  for  to  speke  of  fe  firsts  couetise 
fat  is  concupiscence  after  J>e  lawe  of  owre  me7nbres 
]>at  weren  lawfulli  maked  and  be  ribtful  lugge- 
ment  of  god  [338]  .1.  saie  for  alsomucbe  ]>at  man  is  noubte 
obeissant  to  god  pat  is  lorde  IT  psiQ  for  is  flessbe  to 
bim  disobeisant  f  orube  concupiscence  f  [ 

[339] 

.     .     .     .    710  gap  in  the  MSJ\  It  is  impossible  bot  be  be 

distempered  sum  time  and  noyde  in  bis  flessbe  to  sinne 
[340]  And  p\a  f  inge  male  noubt  faile  f  as  longe  as  paX  leue]>  f 
It  male  wele  wex  feble  &  feile  be  vertu  of  Baptime 
Ss  he  pQ  grace  of  god  forube  penitence  f  [341]  Bot 
fully  scbal  it  neuere  quencbef  )>at  be  ne  scbal  som 
time  be  meued  in  bimself  f  Bot  be  were  al  refreyned  be 
sekenesse  or  be  malafice  of  sorcerye  or  colde  drlnkes^ 
[342]  IT  For  wbatte  seif  seinte  poule  i  Tbe  flessbe  couetije 
a^eine  pQ  spiritef  And  pQ  spirite  a^eine  pe  flescbe.  ]»ei 
bien  so  contrarief  &  so  striuen  pat  a  man  mai  nou^t 
done  alwei  as  be  wolde  1  [343]  Tbe  same  seif  e  seinte  Poule ' 
After  bis  grete  penance  in  water  &  in  land  f  In  water 
be  nybt  &  be  daye  in  grete  penle  And  in  grete  peine 
in  lande  f  &  in  famyne  &  in  )>urst  f  in  eolde  &  in  clo)>es  want- 
ynge  f  And  ones  stormed  almoste  to  J)e  dejje  i  [344]  3itte  seid 
be  Alas  .1.  keytif  man  wbo  scbal  deliuer  me  fro  pe  pn'son  j 
of  my  caitif  bodyf  [345]  IT  And  seint  lerom  whan  he 
longe  time  bad  woned  in  deserte  1  Wbere  as  bo  badd  no 
co7;ipaignie      bot      bestes  f      Wbere      as      bo      baddc 
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no  mete  bot  erbes  f  &  Trater  to  his  drink  5  ne  no  bedde 
bot  pe  naked  erpei  For  whiche  his  flesshe  was  blac  as  an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  &  nyhe  destroyed  for  coldef  [346] 
^ete  seyde  he  pe  birneynge  of  lycheri  boylod  in  al 
his  body  [347]  ^  Where-for  .1.  wote  wele  sekurly  Jat  pei 
bu  desceyuede  ]>at  seine  ^at  ^ei  ne  bien  nonjt  tempted  in 
her  body!  [348]  wittenesse  of  seint  lame  ]>e  ApposUe 
faX  sei])e  pai  Querj  whihte  is  tempted  in  his  owen  con- 
cupiscence i  p&t  is  to  seye  ])at  eueryche  of  vs  haj^e  matier 
&  occasion  to  be  tempted  of  ]>e  norissheinge  of  sinne 
J>at  is  in  his  bodye  [349]  ^  And  J)e?*fore  seij)  seinte  lohft 
in  )>e  etiaungeliste  f  If  pat  we  seine  pat  we  be  vnp  outen 
sinne  we  deceyaen  oureself  &  trea]>e  is  nouht  in  vs  f 

[350]  ^  No  we  scholn  30  vnderstonde  in  what  manure 
sinne  waxe])  &  encrese]>  in  manf  The  first 
}»inge  is  ^ilke  norischeinge  of  sinne  of  whiche  .1.  spak 
be  forne  filke  concupiscence  f  [351]  And  after 
]>at  co77ime])  ]>^  suggestione  of  pe  deuell  pia  is  to  seie 
pe  deueles  belye  pe  whiche  he  bloweji  in  man  ^e  fire 
of  concupiscence  [352]  IT  And  after  ]>at  a  man  be- 
]>inke])  him  whe])ere  he  wil  do  or  none  pilk  pinge 
to  whiche  he  is  tempted  f  [353]  And  fan  if  fat  a 
man  wif-stande  and  weife  fe  firste  entiseinge  of  his 
flesshe  and  of  ofe  fendef  fan  is  it  no  sinne  f  And  if 
so  be  fat  he  do  not  so  fan  felef  he  anone  a  flamme 
of  delite  f  [354]  and  fan  it  is  goode  to  be  ware  &  to  kepe 
him  wele  f  or  elles  he  wil  faH  anone  in  to  consentynge  of 
sinne  5  And  ^fan  wil  he  do  it  if  he  maye  haue  time 
&  space!  [355]  And  of  f is  matier  seif  Moyses  be 
f e  deuel  in  f  Ls  manere  f  The  fende  fende  seif  e  .1.  wil 
chace  &  pi^rsewe  fe  man  be  wikked  suggestiones  f 
and  .1.  wil  hente  him  be  moveinge  or  stereinge  of 
sinne  ^  And  .1.  will  departe  my  prise  or  my  preye  be  de- 
liberacion  &  my  lust  schal  hue  complised  in  delicef 
I.  wil  drawe  my  swerde  in  consentinge  i  [356]  ^  For  certes 
riht  as  as  a  swerde  departef  a  f  inge  in  two  peces  f  Kiht 
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80  consentinge  departed  god  fro  maxL  ^  And  ]Hm 
-wil  .L  sle  him.  mt^-  myne  honde  in  dope  of  siimef  j^ns 
seij^e  pQ  fende.  [357]  Foi  certea  J^an  is  a  man  al 
dede  in  sonlef  And  ])us  is  sinne  compUsed  by  tempt- 
adon  be  delite  &  be  consentyngef  And  ^an  is 
sinne  cleped  f  a  ^  uuiel  f  (?  axajbr  meto] 

[358]  V  For  so])e  sinne  is  in  two  manors  f  ejpere 
it  is  yeniale  sinne  or  dedely  sinne  So^e  whan  men  loTe]? 
any  creature  more  fan  ihesu.  cnste  ours  creatow*  pan 
is  it  dedely  sinne'  And  venial  sinne  is  if  man  loue 
ihesu.  ciist  lesse  pan  him  ouht  f  [359]  The  dede  for  sope 
of  fiB  venial  sinne  is  ful  p6nlou&  For  it  amenusep 
pe  loue  pat  men  schold  haue  to  god  more  &  moref 
[360]  IF  And  perfor  if  a  man  charge  mote  him  self  wip  suche 
mony  venial  sinnes  certes  bot  if  it  so  be  pat  he  sum 
tym  discharge  him  be  schrifbf  pei  male  ful 
lihtly  amenuse  in  him  al  pe  loue  pat  he  hap  to  ihem 
cnste  f  [361]  And  in  pis  scippepe  venial  in  to  dedely 
sinne  H  For  certes  pe  more  pat  a  man  chargep  his  soule 
wip  venial  sinnes  f  pe  more  is  he  endined  to  fal  in 
dedely  sinne  f  [362]  And  perfore  lat  vs  not  be  nedigent  to 
discharge  vs  of  veniale  sinnes  f  fifor  pe  prouerbe  seipef 
pat  mony  a  smale  makep  a  gretef  [363]  An  herken 
pis  ensample  f  A  grete  wawo  of  pe  see  commep  sum  time 
wip  so  grete  a  violence  f  pat  it  drenchep  pe  schippe 
YEzMiptem  H  And  pe  same  harme  done  som  tim  pe  smale  dropes 
of  water  1  pat  entrep  poruhe  a  luytel  creuyse  in  to  pe 
purroke  &  in  to  pe  bothom  of  pe  schippe  if  men  bu  so 
necligentf  pot  men  ne  discharge  hem  nouht  be  time! 
[364]  And  perfore  al  pouhe  pere  bue  difference  betuex 
pes  tuo  causes  of  drencheingef  Algate  pe  schipe  is 
dreintef  [365]  Eiht  so  farep  it  somtyme  of  dedely 
sinne  f  &  of  anoyous  venials  sinnes  whan  pel 
multiplie  in  a  man  so  gretely  f  pat  pilke  werldly  pinges 
pat  poruhe  whiche  He  sinnep  venyalyl  ys  as 
grete  in  Ms   herte  as  pe  loue   of  god  or  more   [366] 
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^  And  pere-foT  ^e  lone  of  eaerj  pinge  ])at  is  not  bensette  in 
gode  f  ne  done  pnncipale  for  goddes  sake  f  Al  ^ouhe  a  man 
loue  it  lasse  ])an  godf  ^it  is  it  venial  sinnef  [367]  And 
dedelj  sinne  whan  ])e  lone  of  any  ]>inge  weye^e 
in  ])e  hert  of  a  man  as  muche  as  ^e  lone  of  god  oie^^ 
more  [368]  II  more  dedely  sinne  As  sei^  seinte  Aostine  i 
is  whan  man  tome^  his  herte  fro  god  whiche  ^at  is 
veney  souereyne  bonnte  ])at  mai  nouht  chaungef  & 
jive)»  'his  herte  to  a  jiinge  ^at  mai  channge  &  flittef 
[369]  And  certes  ^t  is  enerj  ]>inge  saue  onely  god  of  heuene  f 
EoT  8o])e  is  if  pai  a  man  jiue^  his  loue  whiche  y&t 
he  owe^  al  to  god.  with  al  Ms  herte  vnto  a  creatoref 
Certes  as  mnche  of  loue  as  he  jeueth  to  whiche 
creatore  so  muche  bereue])  fro  godf  [370]  And  J^er 
for  do])e  he  sinnef  For  he  ])at  is  dettour  to  god  ne 
^elde])  nou^  al  his  dette  to  god  ])at  his  to  seye  al  ye 
loue  of  his  herte 

[371]  H  ITowe  Bep  p&i  a  man  ynderstande])  generaly. 
Whyche  is  venyale  sinne  Than  is  it  couenable  to  tellen  of 
special  sinnes  whiche  p&t  a  man  peradnenture  ne 
demep  hem  nouht  sinnes  ne  schriue^  hem  nouht  of  fe 
same  ))inge8  And  3it  na]>ele8  pei  hue  sinnes  f 
[372]  II  As  derkes  wiiten  Boplj  )»is  is  to  seye 
])at  eu^ry  time  ^t  a  man  ete^  or  drinke^  more  ^an 
suffice^  to  fe  sustxnance  of  his  body  f  in  certeine  he  do^ 
sinn  [373]  And  eke  whane  he  speke]>  more  fam 
it  nedef  it  is  sinnef  Eke  whan  he  herkenej)  nouht 
mekely  ^  compleinte  of  fe  poref  [374]  eke  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  &  wol  nouht  fast  whan  o]>ere  men 
fast  wi^  outen  cause  resonablef  Eke  whenne  he  slepej^ 
more  )«n  him  nede])  i  or  whan  he  commep  be  ^ilk  encheson 
late  to  cherche  or  to  o]>6re  werkes  of  charitef  [375] 
Eke  whan  he  vse])  his  wif  wi^  oute  sou^reine  desire 
of  engendrure  to  pe  honot^r  of  godf  or  for  ^ntent 
to  jelde  to  his  wif  ye  dette  of  his  bodyf  [376]  Eke 
whan  he  wil  not  vesete  pe  seke  f  or  prisoners  whan  he  maie ; 
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eke  if  he  loue  wif  or  childe  or  any  worldly 
fingQ  more  )>an  reson  requiie)>f  Eke  if  he  flater  or 
blandische  more  ]7an  him  ouht  for  any  necessitef 
[377]  Eke  if  he  amenuse)>  or  wi]Kirawe)>  pe  almos  of 
fe  poref  Eke  if  he  apparele]?  his  mete  mor 
deliciouly  pan  nede  is  or  ete  it  to  hastely  be  lykunis- 
nessef  [378]  eke  if  he  tel  vanitees  att  pe  cherche  or 
in  goddea  eeruise  f  or  put  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes 
of  Folye  or  of  velanyef  ffor  he  schal  jelde  acomptes  of 
it  att  pe  daie  of  domef  [379]  Eke  whan  he  behete)> 
or  assure))  to  done  J^inges  ]7at  he  may  not  performef 
Eke  whan  ]7at  be  lyhtenesse  of  foly  mysvse)) 
or  scome])  his  neyhboure  [380]  Eke  whan  he  haj^e  any 
suspecione  of  )>inge  pere  he  ne  wote  of  it  no  8o)>e- 
fastnessef  [381]  Thes  J^inge  &  mo  wi])  owten  nombre 
baen  sinnes  as  seip  seinte  Austine 

[382]  IT  ^ow  schol^e  vnderstonde  )>at  albeit  so 
pai  none  er^ly  man  maye  eschewe  al  veniale  sinnes  f  ^it 
maie  he  refreyne  him  be  pe  bimeinge  lone  )»at  he 
ha]7e  to  oure  lorde  ihe^u  cristef  And  be  preyers  &  be  confession 
&  opere  good  werkesf  so  )>at  it  schal  bot  litel  gieuef 
[383]  ffor  as  aeipQ  seint  aostyne*  If  a  man  lof  god 
in  suche  manure  J^at  al  pai  euere  he  do)>e  is  in  ]>e 
loue  of  god  or  for  pe  loue  of  god  verreylyf  for  he 
bimej>  in  pe  loue  of  godf  [384]  Loke  howe  muche  pai 
a  drope  of  water  iaHep  in  a  fomayce  &  fol  of  £re 
anojep  or  greue]>ef  so  muche  a  venial 
sinne  is  vnto  a  man  J^at  is  parfite  in  pe  loue  of  ihera. 
cnstf  [385]  IT  Men  maye  also  refreine  venial  sinne  f 
be  pe  receyueinge  of  pe  pr^iouse  body  of 
ihe^  cristl  [386]  be  receyueinge  eke  of  holy  water  f 
be  almusdede/  be  general  confession  of  pe  confiteor 
att  pe  masse  f  Att  complynef  &  be  blissinge  of 
bysschopes  &  be  prestes  &  by  oJ?er  good  werkes  f 
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De  .7.  feeccUiB  mortalibiM 

De  Snp^bia.  a^rom  tkt  $td€j 

OWe  is  it  be-liouely  (binges  to  tellen  whiche  bueiu 
))e  .vij.  de[d]ly  sinne  f  )»at  is  to  sey  chayti&esse 
of  sinnes  £ot  al  ^i  renne  in  Ck>le8f  Bot  in 
diuerse  manere  nowe  bue  fei  deped  kaytiflsf 
for  al&omuche  as  )»e  bu  chef  &  springen  of  al 
opei'Q    sinnes     [388]    of    pe    lote    of    pea    frisjnnesf 

[. fio  gap  in  tJie  MS,]  ffor  if 

)>is  rote  springen  certeyne  braunches  as  iie  envie 
accidie,  or  sleu))e.  aoaricel  or  couetisef  to  comune 
vnder-stondeinge  Glotony.  &  lycheryl  [389]  And 
eudryche  of  ]>ese  cheue  sinnes  h&f  his  braunches  &  his 
)»inges  as  schal  be  declared  ih  here  chapeter  foloweynge  t 

[Of  the  Twigs  of  Pride.'] 

[390]  And  )»ouhe  so  be  )»at  noman  can  tett  vtterly 
pe  nomebre  of  )>e  )>inge8  &  of  pe  harmes  )>at  come])  of 
pnde.  3it  wil  .L  schewe  a  party  of  hem  as  je  schol  vnder- 
stondef  [391]  II  There  is.  Inobedience*  Auat/nteinge  5 
Ipocrisye  Despite.  Arrogance.  Impudence.  Swelinge 

of  hert  i  Insolence.  Elacione  f    [ 

.  •  tw  gap  in  the  MS,]  Pertenacie '  Veinglorie '  And 
many  a  no]>er  J^inge.  ]>at  1  L  kan  nouht  declare  f  =  [392]  Ino- 
bedience  is  he  )>at  disobeye]?  for  despite  to  pQ  commaunde- 
ment  of  god  and  to  his  souereygnes  &  to  Ins  gostly 
fadere  [393]  IT  Auantour  is  he  )>at  boste)»  of  )>e  harme 
or  of  pe  bounte  )>at  he  ha)>  done!  [394]  Ypocrise  is 
he  .  )>at  hide)>  him  to  schewe  him  sucbe  as  he  is  f  & 
schewe))  him  suche  as  he  not  isf  [395]  II  Dispitous 
is  he  ))at  ha))  disdeine  of  his  neyhboursf  ))at  is  to 
seine  of  his  euencristenf  or  ha))e  despite  to  do  ))at 
him  ouhte  to  dof  [396]  IT  Arrogant,  is  he  )^t  ))inke)) 
))at  he  ha])e  ))ilke  bountes  in  him  ))at  he  ha])e  nouht  1  or 
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vrenep  fat  he  scliolde  haue  hem  be  his  desire  f  Or 
elles  ^at  he  deme]p  fat  he  be  fat  he  nys  note  [397]  H  Im- 
padent  is  he  fat  for  his  pnde  ha]>e  no  schame  for  his 
sinnet  [398]  Swellinge  of  heit  is  he  whan  a  man 
feioyse])  him  of  harme  fat  he  ha]»  donel  [399]  Inso- 
lent is  he  fat  despise^  in  his  luggement  al  ofere 
folke  as  to  regards  of  his  value  f  &  of  his  comimeinge.  &  of 
his  spekeingef  And  of  his  bereinge.  [400]  H  Elacione  is  whan 
])at  he  maie  nejfQi  sufinr  to  haue  Maister  ne  felawe  f  [401] 
H  Impacient  is  hef  fat  wil  nouht  hue  ytauht  ne  ynder- 
nome  of  his  vice  5  &  be  stiif  werrej^  tn>u]>e  witingly  i 
&  mayntene^  his  folyef  [402]  IT  Contumace  is  he  fat 
^rahe  his  indignacion  is  a3eines  eueryche  auctozite  or 
pouer  of  hem  fat  bien  his  souereigues  [403]  ^  Pie- 
sumpciofi  is  he  whan  a  man  takef  an  emprise  fat 
him  ouht  not  to  do  f  or  elles  he  maie  it  not  dof  &  fat 
is  called  Surquidre  f  IT  Irreuerence  is  whan  men  do  nouht 
honouref  fere  as  hem  ouhte  to  dof  An  wayte])  to  be 
Beuerensetf  [404]  IT  PMinacy  whan  a  man  defended 
his  folye  And  truste  to  muche  to  his  owen  wittel:=[405] 
veyne  glorie  is  for  to  haue  pompe  &  delite  in 
tempe^rile  richessel  &  glorifie^  hem  in  worldly 
estates  1  [406]  langelyngef  is  whan  a  man  speke^  to 
muehe  to  for  folke  An  GlappeJ>e  as  a  mullen  &  takef  no 
kepe  what  he  seij>e  i 

[407]  And  3ite  is  fere  a  pnue  spice  of  prwle  ^at 
wayte])  furst  to  be  halowed  or  he  be  salute  al  hue  he 
lesse  wor]>e  ]>an  fe  tofere  is  peraduenture  f  And  eke 
waite^  or  desirej^e  to  site  or  to  go  aboue  him  in 
fe  weief  or  kisse  pax  or  bue  encensed  or  go  to 
ofi&inge  to  for  his  neyhboure  [408]  IT  And  suche  [    .    .    . 

•     .    .     .    .    .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]  a  proude  desire  to  be 
magnified  f  &  honoured  be  for  fe  peple  i 

[409]  IT  No  we  bene  fere  tuo  mauers  ^of  pride  fat 
on    of   hem   is    wiJ)Lnne   fe    herte   of   manf    And    ^at 
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ofer  is  with  owtef  [410]  Of  whiche  so))ely  )>e  for- 
scide  ]>inges  &  mo  ))an  .1.  haue  seide  apartinent  to 
pride  i  ]}at  is  in  })e  hert  of  man  f  IT  And  per  to  opere  spices 
of  pnde  buen  wij)  oute  [411]  Bot  Najelesse  one 
of  ))•  spices  of  pTuyde  is  signe  of  j>at  operei  Riht 
as  |>e  gay  leuesal  att  tauemers  is  signe  of  fe  vryne 
)>at  is  in  )>e  selerf  [412]  And  )>is  is  in  mony  )>inges 
as  in  speche  &  in  countenances  f  and  in  outrageous  araye  of 
cIo]>eingef  [413]  ifor  Certes  if  it  nadde  be  no  sinne 
in  clo))einge  f  Cnst  wold  noubt  so  sone  baue  noted  &  spoke 
of  ))e  cloj^einge !  of  |>ilke  ricbe  man  in  ye  gospeH  [414]  H  And 
as  seipe  seint  Gregorie  •  ]>at  precious  dope  is  cou- 
pable  for  pe  der]>e  of  itf  And  for  bis  so)>enesse  & 
for  bis  strangenessof  &  for  bis  disgisinessef  and  for  pe  sup^- 
fiuitef  Or  for  fe  ino[r]difiance  scantnesse  f  [.     .     .     [415] 


no  gap  in  the  MSJ] 

[416]  IT  As  to  )>e  firste  sinne  )>at  is  in  S2(p6?*fluyte  of 
clo)>einge  wbicbe  ]>at  make])  it  so  dere  to  barme  of  pe 

■ 

pele  [417]  pat  onely  pe  cost  of  enbrowdeinge  f 
pe  degise  endentinge  or  barringe  owndeynge  paleinge 
or  bendeingef  And  sembla  wast  of  clo))einge 
i7i  vanite  [418]  IT  Bot  ])er  is  also  costlewe  forringe  in 
hue  gounesf  so  mucbe  pounseinge  of  cbeseles  to  make 
boles  f  so  mucbel  dagynge  ofif  scberes  [419]  for])e  wi]>e 
pe  supcrfluyte  in  lenke})  of  pe  forsaid  gownesf  tray- 
lein  in  pe  donge  &  in  p*  myre  on  bors  &  eke  on 
fote  as  wele  of  man  as  of  wommanf  pat  al  pUke 
trayleinge  is  verraly  as  in  effecte  wasted  &  consumed  i  piede 
bare  &  roten  vrip  donge  f  ra|»er  pan  it  is  jouen  to 
pe  pouerf  to  grete  damage  of  pe  forseide  pouer  folkef 
[420]  &  )>at  in  sondre  wyse  IT  J^is  is  to  seie  )>o 
more  )>at  clo]>e  is  wasted  f  pe  more  mot  it  cost  to 
pe  peple  for  pe  scarsenesse  [421]  And  f  toTpere  oucr. 
if   it    so    be    ]>at    )>ei    wolde    3eue    sucbe    pounsed    & 
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dagged  clo])emge  to  ]>e  pore  folke  it  is  noiiht  conueniefti 
to  were  for  her  astate  f  ne  sufficeant  to  bete  her  necessitef 
to  kepe  hem  fro  ]>e  desp^racione  of  y  colde  firmament  £ 
[422]     H     On     )>at     oj^^'e      side      to     speke     of     p9 
disordinate  scantnesse    of  clo)>iiigef   as    bien  ^is  cntted 
sloppes    or    hanslynes    )>at    )>omh    her    schortnesse    ne 
coaem  not  ]>e  schamful  membres  of  a  man  to  wykked 
entente  f  [423]  Alas  sam  of  hem  f  somme  of  hem  shewen  pQ 
schappe  &  pe  boce  of  )>e  orrible  swollen  membres  p&t  seme^ 
ylyke  to  pe  malady  e  of  hymya  in  }>g  wrappeinge  of  hest  hoses  f 
[424]  And  eke  ]>e  buttokkes  of  hem  f  )>at  fare])  as  it  war 
))e  hinder  parte  of  a  sche  ape  in  )>e  f ul  of  )>e  mono  5 
[425]    And    more    ouar    pe    wreched    swolne    membres 
^at    fei    schewe    ))oruhe    disgiseinge    in    departinge    of 
her   hoses  white   &  rede  seme])  ])at   halue  him  scham- 
ful priue  membres  f  weren  fleynef  [426]  And  so  be  ^t 
]»ei    departen  her  hoses  in   opere    colours    as    is  white 
&  blakf    or  white  &  blewef  or  blakke  &  redef    &  so 
for]>e  [427]  H  ])an  ne  seme)>  it  as  be  variance  of  colour 
])a  halfe  ^e  partie  of  his  pr/ue  membres  been  comipte 
be  ])e  fire  of  seint  Antonye  f  or  be  Gancre  or  be  suche  o)wre 
meschaunces   [428]   II   Jit    of   pe   hinder  parte   of   her 
buttokesf  it  is  ful  orrible  for  to  seef  fifor  certes  in  ^at 
partie  of  hir  bodye  ]>er  as   ]>ei   purgen   her  stinkinge 
ordure  [429]  )>at  foule  partie  schewe  ))ei  prouMely  to  pe  X)eple 
in      despite      of      honestef      Whiche       honeste       ^t 
ihu    criste    &    his    frendes    obserued    to   schew   in    his 
lyf.  [430]  H  Now  as  to  owtrageous  araye  of  wemmenl* 
God     woote     ))ouhe      )>e     visages     of      hem      semen 
fed  chaste  &  debonayre.  )it  notifien  ]>ei  in  here  araye  of 
atyre  likerousnesse    &  pruyde  [431]  IF  I  say  not    ^at 
honeste  in  clo]>einge  of  manf  &  womman  is  vnoouen« 
able  Bot  certes  ]>e  superfluyte  or  pe  disordlnance  scantid 
of    clo))einge    is    reproueable    [432]    Also    pe   sinne    of 
a-omement  or    appareile    as    in    ^inges   paX   appartenen 
to  Eideinge  f  As  in  to  mony  delicate  horses  ]>at  be  holden 
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for  delitef  fat  fei  bien  so  faiie  fatte  &  costlewel  [433] 
And  also  inonj  a  viciouse  knave  ymayntende  be 
cause  of  hem  f  And  in  to  corious  bameyse  f  as  in  sadels  in 
cropiei^.  peytrellesf  &  bridelles  couerd  wi^  precious 
clo))e  &  ricbe  Barresf  &  plates  of  gold,  &  of 
silueieS  [434]  ^0^  whicbe  god  aeife  by  Sacarie  ]>e 
I>ropbetf  I.  wil  confounde  fe  riders  of  sucbe  horses  1 
[435]  This  folks  taken  litel  rewardeinge  of  fe  rideinge  of 

goddes  soTtne  of  heuen  and  of  his  barneys  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  hot 

clofea  of  his  pouere  disciples  Ne  we  rede  nou^t 
fai  euer  he  rode  on  ofere  bestef  [436]  I  speke  ))us 
of  fe  sinne  of  superfluytef  And  nouht  for  pe  resonable 
honestef  whan  reson  it  require))  f  [437]  ^  And  former 
ouere  Certes  p7*tde  is  gretly  notified  in  holdeinge  of  grete 
meigne  f  when  ]>ei  bien  of  luytel  profite  or  riht  of  no  profite  f 
[438]  And  namely  whan  pat  meneje  is  felenous  &  damage- 
0U8  to  pQ  people  by  hardynesse  of  hihe  lordeschippe  f  or  be 
way  of  office  [439]  H  For  certes  suche  lordesl  fullen 
^an  her  lorschipe  to  )>e  deuel  of  heHf  whan  pe 
susteigne  pQ  wykkednesse  of  here  menje ;  [440]  Or  elles 
whan  pia  folke  of  lowe  degref  as  ])ilke  pat  holden 
hosteleries  f  And  )>at  is  in  mony  maner  of  folke  pat  susteyne 
^eft  for  hire  ostelers  f  And  pat  is  in  mony  maner  of  disceytes : 
[441]  pUke  maner  of  folke  bien  pe  flyes  pat  folowen 
p*  bony.  Or  elle  pe  hundes  ]>at  ^at  folowen  pQ  Careynef 
Whichefor-seide  folke  stranglensptn^elye  her  lordschippes! 
[442]  ffor  whiche  ]>us  sei))  dauid  pQ  prophettef  Wikked 
de)>  mot  comme  on  )>ilke  lordeschipes  1  And  god  jeue  ]>at 
})ei  mote  descende  adoune  in  to  belief  ffor  in  hire 
houses  bien  iniquiteesl  And  schrewnessis  &  not  god 
of  heuen  f  [443]  And  certes  bot  if  ))ei  done  amende- 
ment  f  Eiht  so  as  god  3af  his  blissinge  to  pharao  be  p[e 
s]e7-uice  of  lacob  f  And  to  laban  be  pe  seruice  of  loseph  f 
Eiht  so  god  wol  ^eue  his  mialison  to  suche  lordeschips 
And  to  susteine  pe  wikkednesse  of  ber  seruantes  i  but  })ei 
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comme  [444]  proudly  to  fe  table  and  appere^ 
eke  fill  oftf  ifor  certes  riche  men  bu  cleped  to  festes 
and  pouere  folke  bien  putte  aweief  And  rebuked  [445] 
in   ezcesee  of   diuerse    metes  &  drinkesf  And  namely 

suche  maner  of  Baken  metes  [ 

-   .     no  gap  in  th&  MS,'\  & 

of  semblable  waste  so  ^at  it  is  abusion  for  to  ]>inke  f  [446] 
And  eke  of  grete  pr^ciousenesse  of  vesseHf  &  curiosile 
of  mynstralcie  i  By  ^e  whiche  a  man  is  stored  fe  more  to 
delices  of  luxz^rie  f  [447]  If  so  be  ])at  be  sette  his  herte 
fe  lasse  on  oure  lorde  ihesn  cristef  certeyne  it  is  a 
sinnef  And  certeynly  ^e  delices  mybt  be  so  grete 
in  pe  case  ^at  men  myht  lyhtly  fa  by  hem  in-to 
dedely  sinne  5  [448]  IT  The  espices  )>at  sourden  of  pruyde  5 
8o])ely  whan  ^  ]>ei  sourden  of  malice  ymagenyd  and  avised 
and  afpme  cast  i  Or  elles  of  vsage  bien  dedely  sinnes  it  is 
no  doute  [449]  &  whan  ]>ei  sourden  be  frelte  tu- 
avised  sodanly  &  sodaidy  wi})-drawe  i^eine  al  be 
^ei  greuous  sinnes  .1.  gesse  )>at  fei  bu  nouht 
dedelye  1  [450]  IT  iN'owe  might  men  ax  where-of  ]>at  pride 
sourde^  and  springe))  f  And  J.  sxun  time  it 
spnngeji  of  goodes  of  Katuref  And  somme  time  of 
ye  goodes  of  fortune  And  sum  tim  of  )>e  goodes  of 
grace  f  [451]  Certes  ^e  godes  of  nature  standen 
in  ]>e  goodes  of  bodye  or  goodes  of  soulef  [452] 
Certes  goodes  of  body  bene  hele  of  bodye  5 
strenke^f  diliuemessef  beautef  genteryef  ffratmchises  f 
[453]  Codes  of  Nature  of  )>e  soule  bien  goode  wiJF 
scharp  yndestandinge  subtile  engyne  1  vertue  natureti'.  goode 
memorief  [4S4]  ^  Goode  of  fortune  bien  richessef 
hihe  degrees  of  lordeschippes  IT  Preyseinges  of  ))e  peple  [455] 
Goodes  of  grace  biene  sciences  powere  to  sufTur 
spyrituelef  traveyle  benyngnites  f  vertuous  contemplacione 
wit^stondinge  of  temptacionef  And  semblable  ])ingesf 
[456]  of  whiche  forseide  goodes  certes  it  is  a  ful  grete 
folye  a  man    to    pride  him  in    any  of  hem  aU  [457] 

LANSnoWNE   638   (6-T.  624)       [»lcaf«»,l>KkJ 


SIX-TEXT   625 

GROUP  L  §  2.  fabsok's  tale.  Lansdawne  MS.  639 

H  Nowe  as  for  to  speke  of  goodes  of  nature  f  god  wote  )>at 
sum  tyme  we  haue  hem  in  nature  i  Als  muche  to  oure 
damage  as  to  oure  profitef  [458]  As  for  to  speke  of 
hele  of  bodyf  Certes  it  passet  fid  lyhtlyef  And  -eke  it 
is  ful  ofte  encheson  of  ye  sekenesse  of  p%  soulef  ffor 
god  woote  ^e  flesche  is  a  ful  grete  enmy  to  fe  soulef 
And  fertove  ))e  more  fat  A  body  is  holef  ]>e  more 
be  we  in  penl  to  fialldf  [459]  Eke  for  to  pride  him  in 
ye  strenke))  of  his  bodief  it  is  an  hyhe  folyf  For  certes 
ye  flesche  coueyte))  ajeine  ye  spirit  f  And  ay  •  ye  more 
stronge  ye  flesche  isf  ye  sorier  maie  ye  soule  bef 
[460]  and  ou^e  al  yis  strenke^  of  bodyf  ad  werldly 
hardinesse  cause])  oft  mony  men  to  penile  & 
meschauncef  [461]  Eke  for  to  pride  him  of  his 
geutire  1  ys  ful  grete  foly  f  ffor  ofteutime  ye  genterye  of  ^e 

soulef  and    [ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  eke  we 

bene  al  of  o  fEuler  and  al  of  o  moderf  And  al  we  be 
of  o  nature  roten  &  corrupte  riche  &  poref 
[462]  ffor  Boye  a  manere  a  maner  of  gentirie  is  for  to  preyse 
yat  apparele])  mannes  corage  wi]>  yertuse  of  moralites 
&  make^  him  cristes  childe  f  [463]  For  truste]>e  wele  y&t 
ouere  what  man  ^at  sinne  h&ye  maystre  he  is  verrey 
cherle  to  synne 

[464]  II  ^owe  bien  yere  general  ))inges  of  gentillesse. 
as  eschewynge  of  vices  f  or  rebaudry  &  seruage  of 
sinne.  In  worde  in  werke  &  contenance.  [465 J  and 
Ysinge  virtue  Curtasye  &  clennesse  &  to  be 
liberal  )»at  is  to  seie  laige  be  mesuref  for  ]>ilke  ]>at 
passe  mesure  is  foly  &  synne  [466]  IT  Ano]>er  is 
to  lemembre  him  of  bounte  ])at  he  of  o]>e  folke  ha,ye 
receyuedef  [467]  Anoyere  is  to  be  benygne  of  his 
sugettet  Where  foref  as  aeiy  senec  yer  is  no  jiinge  more 
couenable    to    a    man    of    hihe    astate    )>an    debonarte 

&  seite  f  [468]  H  And  yer  for  [. ho  gap  in 

the  MS,]  bees  whan  ^y  chese  hem  a  kingef  ^i  chesen 
him     yat    h&y    no     fringe    wi}))>e     to    stingef     [469] 
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Andpere  is  a  man  to  haae  a  noHe  herte  Ss  a  diligent  to 
atteigne  to  hihe  yertuous  Jpingesf  [470*  see  after  474  attd 
Hengtmi  and  Peiwarth  M8& •    • 


• 


no  ffop  in  the  MS,] 

[471]  Gertes  also  who  ^t  pnde^  him  in  fe  goodes  of 
fortune  he  is  a  f ul  giete  foole  f  ffor  sometyme  is  a  man  a 
fill  grete  loide  be  fe  morwef  ]>at  is  a  wreche  &  a  keytif 
ar  it  be  nyht^  [47  2]  [And  sumtyme  )>e  [.«•,,«  • 
•  •  •  .  «  no  gap  in  Reg.  18,  C.  2]  delytes  of  a  man 
ben  cause  of  fQ  gienous  maladye  ^oru3  whiche  he  deyeth 
[473]  Gertes  fe  Comendacios)  of  pe  peple  is  sum- 
tyme ful  fals  &  ful  brutel  for  to  triste  /  fia  day  ^y 
pieise  to  mom  ^  ])ey  blame  //  [474]  God  woot  desire  to 
haue  comendaciofi  eke  of  peple  hat&  caused  de&  to 
many  a  besy  man  //  [*47o]  Now  certes 
a  man  to  pruyde  hym  in  godes  of  grace  /  is  eko  an 
outtagous  folye  //  for  ^ilke  3yffces  of  grace  ^at  schulde 
haue  turned  hym  to  goodnesse  &  to  medecyne  turnyth 
hym  to  yenym  &  to  confusion)  as  sai))  seint  gregorie  / 
[475]  Now  seihins  ]>at  so  is  ^at  je  haue 
ynderstanden  what  is  pruyde  and  whiche  ben  pe  spices  of 
hit  &  weines  pnde  sourdeth  and  aprmgef 

[}  a  leqfcut  out  qfLamacL  M3.;  Atfrv  mppUedJhm  R«s.  18, 0.  t,  on  \fim,  U;.] 

[!Z%6  Remedy  agamst  PHdeJ] 

[476]  Now  schul  je  yndirstonde  whiche  is  ]»e  temedye 
i^ayns  pruyde  &  )>at  is  humylite  w 
meknesse  [477]  ^at  is  yartu  )>urg11  whiche  a  man 
hath  yerray  knowelache  of  hym  self*  And  haldeth  of  hym 
self*  no  'griA  /  ne  deyntee  as  in.  regarde  of  his  desertis 
considerynge  euer  his  freelte  /  [478]  Now  ben  )>cre  iij 
manors  of  humylyte  /  As  humylyte  in  herte  anoJ>«^ 
[.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  in  mouth  ]>e  iij  is  in  werkes  / 
[479]  ])e  humylyte  in  herte  is  in  4  manors  J^at 
on  is  when  a  man  holdeth  hym  self*  as  nou3t  worth 
by  forh)  god  of  heuene  /  Ano^er  is  whenne  he  dispiseth 
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non  ofer  man  //  [480]  )>e  fridde  is  whenne  lie 
rekke^  not  ^orw^  men  holde  hym  noujt  wortH  //  ^e 
iiij  is  whenne  he  nys  not  sory  of  hys  humilyacton  [481] 
Also  )^  humylyte  of  moutti  is  in  4  J^inges  //  In 
atemproie  speche  &  in  humble  of  speche  And 
whenne  he  by-houytb  wi))  his  owen  mouth  fai  he  is 
suche  as  hym  ]>enki^  ]>at  he  is  in  his  herte  Ano]>er 
is  whenne  he  preisi))  ]>e  bounte  of  ano^er  man  /  And 
no]ping«  ^erof  amenusi^  [482]  humylyte  //  Eke  in 
-werk*  is  in  4  manors  /  fe  fiiste  is  whenne  he  putti^ 
oper  men  bifom  hym  /  The  secu/ule  is  to  chese  ^e 
loweste  place  ouer  ail  /  The  iij  is  gladly  to  assente 
to  good  counsel  /  [483]  The  4  is  gladly  to 
stande  to  reward  of  Souerayn  or  of  hym  ^at  is  heier 
in  degre  Cert^yn  yia  is  a  gret  werke  of  humylyte 


Inuidia. 

[484] 

After  pruyde  wol  y  speke  of  Je  foule  synne  of  Enuye 
whiche  fai  is  as  by  ^e  worde  of  ^e  philozofro 
Sorwe  of  o]>er  mannes  prosperite  and  aftir  fe 
word  of  Seint  Austyn  Hit  is  sorwe  of  opere  memtes 
wele  And  ioye  of  oper  mannes  harme  //  [485]  )>is 
foule  synne  is  platly  a3ayn  )>e  holy  gost  Al  be  hit  so 
))at  eu^ry  synne  is  a^ayn  ^e  holy  goste  //  jet 
for    asmoche    as   bounte    appertynet&    proparly    to    ]>e 

holy  gost  [ . 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[486]  H  Now  ha]i  malice  2  spices  ^at  is  to  seye 
hardnesse  of  herte  And  wickednesse  or  elles  )>e  flesch  of 
a  man  is  so  blynde  )>at  he  concidere})  not  )>at  he  is  in 

synne  [ 710  gap  in  the  M&\  whiche 

is  ]>e  hardnesse  of  ))e  deuel  //  [487]  That  other 
^  spice  of  Enuye  is  whenne  ]>at  a  man  werreth  trouthe 
when  ))at  he  woot  ]>at  hit  is  trowthe  And  eke  when 
])at  he  werreieth  ))e  grace  of  ^at  god  hath  joue  to  hia 
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neighbore  &  dl  fia  ib  hj  Enaye  [488]  Ortes 
^nne  is  Enuye  pe  woiste  syime  yai  is  //  Sot  soothly 
alio  o^  synnes  ■  ben  somtyme  i^yn  o  special 
▼ortu  [489]  ^  Bat  certez  Enaye  is  a^ayns  alle  vertnes 
&  of  alle  goodnesses  //  ffor  liit  is  soiy  of  alle 
boantes  of  neigheboie  and  in  fiB  manero  hit  is 
dyuerB  ftom  alle  oper  synnes  //  [490]  ffor  wel  ynnethis 
18  per  any  synne  )>at  hit  ne  hath  som  delyte  in  hym  sel^ 
safe  only  euuye  fat  ener  hat&  in  hym  self  angayB<^  and 
sorwe  [491]  II  The  spices  of  enaye  ben  feae  per  is 
first  sorwe  of  oper  mennes  goodnes  and  of  her  pros- 
p«rite  [.  •  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  is  kyndly  mature  of  ioye 
^cnue  is  enaye  a  synne  a^ayns  kynde  //  [492]  The 
2*       spice      is      ioye      of      oper      mennes       hanne 

[ 

.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  AT^.]  [493]  Of  ]>is  2^  spice  comets 
bakbytyng  [  ....  no  gap  in  the  if/SL]  or  detraccion) 
hath  tweyn  spices  as  )>us  /  Som  men  preisi^  his 
neighbours  by  a  wicked  entent  [494]  for  he  make]? 
alwey  a  wicked  knotte  at  ]>e  laste  ende  alwey  he 
make]?  a  butte  at  pQ  laste  ende  IT  ]?at  is  digne  &  more 
blame  fen  worf  is  alle  J>e  plesynge  //  [495]  The  2* 
spice  is  ptX  if  a  man  be  good  &  dooth  &  sai^  a 
f ing  to  good  entent  /  pa  bacbyt^*  wol  tume  alle  pa 
goodnesse  yp  so  doun  to  his  schifewed  entent  /  [496] 
IT  )?e  .3*.  is  to  amenose  pa  bountee  of  his  ney^- 
bore  /  [497]  J>e  4  .  spice  of  bakbytyng*  is  fis 
]>at  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man  wol  pa 
bacbyter  sayn  parfey  sache  a  man  3et  is  bettcre  J>en  he 
in  dispreisynge  of  hym  )>at  men  preise  /  [498]  Je 
5.  spice  is  for  to  eonsente  gladly  herkne 
^  hanne  pa\,  men  speke  of  oper  folk5  (is 
synne  is  ful  gret  and  ay  encrcsit  after  )>e  wicked 
entent  of  |>e  bacbyter  [499]  H  After  bakbytynge  comef 
grucchynge  or  mormuraunce  /  and  somtyme  hit  spiyngej? 
of  inpacyence  a3ayns  god  and  somtyme  a3ayns  man  // 
KEG.  18,  c.  2  (for  Lansdowne  642)  (e-T.  628) 
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[500]  A^ajns  [god]  it  is  whenne  a  man  gracclii]^  a3ayn 

])6  payne  of  helle  or  i^ayns  pouert  or  losse  of  Cateti: 

or  a^ayn  reyne  or  tempest  or  elles  grucche))  ])at  schrewes 

ban     prosperite     or     elle^     ^at     good     men     han    ad- 

U67'syte  [501]  and  alle  ^ese  (binges  schulde  men  sufire 

paciently  for    )>ey   comyn    by  ]>e    rijtful    lugement    & 

ordinaunce  of  god  //  [502]  Somtyme  comoth  grucchynge  of 

auarice   as   ludas  gruccliyd    ajayns   )>e    magdelen  when 

sche  ennoynted  ]7e  hened  of  oure  lord  ihesu  Crist  wij)  here 

preciouse  oignement  [503]  U  })is  manure  of  mormure  is  suche 

as  when  men  grucchen  of  goodnesse  &  )>at  men  selue 

doon  Or  fat  o^er  folk*  dooD  of  her  owen  ^Cateti  [504] 

Somtyme  comyth  m2«rmur  of  pruyde  as  when  Symon 

fe      Pharisee      grucchid      ajayns      Magdaleyn      when 

sche  approched  to  ih^^u  crist  and  wepte  at  his  fete  for  her 

synnes     /     [505]     And     somtyme     hit     sourdeth     of 

Enaye  when  men  disconeren  a  mannes  harome  ^at  was 

prynce  or  beril^  him  an   hand  J^ing  fat  is  fals  [506] 

%  Murm^iT*  is  eke  ofbe  amange  aemanntz  )Mit  grucched 

when  her  soueraignes  bidden  hem  to  doon  leefful  J^inges  / 

[507]  And  for  asmoche  as  fej  dar  no3t  openly  vnpsayQ 

fe  commaundementes  of  her  soueraigne  jet  woln  poy  saye 

harm     &    grucche    &     murmur    pryuyly     for     verrey 

dispyte  //    [508]    wiche    wordes    men   depe   )>e    deuels 

pater      no^^r      poxi^      so      be      ^at     fe     deuett     had 

neuer    pater    nosier    but    fat    folke    jeuen    hit    suche 

a    name    //    [509]     Somtyme    hit    come^    of    yre    or 

of  pryue  hate  ^at  uorischeth  rancour  in  herte  /  as  afterward 

I  schal  declare  /  [510]  )>enne  come]>  eke  bittemesse  of* 

herte  ]>uigll  wiche  bittemesse  euery  good    dede  of   his 

neighbore  seme^  to  hym  bitter  and   vnsauery  /  [511] 

Then     come)>      discorde  * j     ^  |»at      vnbynde)>      abnaner  L<  Xef .  is,  c  t, 

of  frmdeschepe :  ]»at  comme)>  scorenynge  of  [     .     .     .     .  £51,  emU^ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  his  neyhe-  £3^^^ 

bore    al    do    he    neuer   so    welef     [512]    fan   commej> ««] 
accuseinge  1  as  whan  a  man  seke))  occasione  to  anoyen  his 
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ne yhbouie  f  Whiche  fat  is  like  ^  crafte  of  fQ  deuelf 
^at  wnjtep  bo^  day  &  nyht  to  accusen  ys  afif 
[513]  IT  )>an  co77une]>  malignite  )K)rwlie  whiclie  a  ma 
anoye^  bis  neilibour  pr/uely.  if  he  maie  f  [514]  And  if  lie 
nouht  ne  may.algates  his  wikked  wil  ne  schal  not  wante  5 
as  for  to  bime  his  house  pnuely  or  openly  f  or  slene 
his  bestees  i  &  semblable  ^inges  f 

[The  Remedy  against  Envy.] 

[5 1 5]1I  Kowewil  .1.  speke  of  fe  remedye  i^eines  ^is  foule 
ainne      of     Enviel      fi&rst      is      ^     lone      of      god 
principal  &  loaeinge  of  him  selfe  &  of  his  neyhbottr.  ffor 
solely     ])e      tone     maie     not      be     wit^outen      fe 
to^ere.   [516]  And  tniste]>  wele  ^at  in  fe  name  of  pi 
neyhbouie    )>ou    schalt    vnderstande    ^e    name    of    ^i 
bro^ere  ffor  certes  al  we  haue  o  fader  ffleschely  &  o 
moderl  ]iat  is  to  seye  Adam  &  Euef  Ss  eke  o  fader 
spirituele   ^at    is    to    seie    god    of  heuenf   [517]    )>iii« 
neyhbour  ert  pon  holden  for  to  loue  &  wilne  him  al 
godenesse  f  And  perefor  seij^e  god  loue  ))ine  neyhbour  as 
^i    selff     ^at     is    to      saluacion    bo])    to    lyue   &   to 
soulef   [513]   And  more  ouare  ]7oa  schal  loue  him  in 
worde  &  benygne  ammonesscheynge  f    And  chastiseinge  5 
And  comfort  him  in  his  anoyes  f  And  praye  for  him  vdp 
el  ^ine  hertef  [519]  And  in  dede  ^ou  schalt  loue  him 
in  Buche  wise  ]>at  ^u  schalte  done  to  him  in  chaiitef 
As    Jou   woldest   were    done    to    fine    owen    personef 
[520]  And  perioie  ))ou  schalte  note  done  him  no  damage 
in  wykked  worde  ne  harme  in  his  body  ne  in  his  catel 
ne  in  his  soule  be  entiseinge  of  wykked  ensample.  [521] 
fou  schalt  nouht  desire  his  wyf  ne  none  of  his  Jnngesf 
vnderstande  eke  f  pat  in  pe  name  of  f  i  neyhbour  is  com- 
prehended his  enmye  [522]  H  Certes  a  man  schal  loue  his 
enemye  for  pe  commandementz  of  godf   And  sopelj  (i 
frende    schalt    poxi    loue    in    godf   [523]    I.    sei   fin 
ennemye  schalt  pan  loue  for  goddes  saake  by  his  commande- 
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mentf  ffor  if  it  were  reson.  ]>at  man  scliolde  hate  his 
ennemyef  for  so]?  god  wol  not  receyue  ys  to  his  lone 
]>at  bien  his  enemyes  [524]  ajeines  ]>re  manere  of  of 
wTongesf  ])at  his  Ennemy  do]»e  to  himf  He  schal  do  ]ire 
)»ingesf  As  ]>iisf  [525]  A3eines  hate  &  lankour  of  hertf  ' 
He  schal  loue  him  in  Herte  a3eine  chideinge  &  wikkede 
woides.  he  schal  piaie  for  his  Ennemy.  H  Ajeines  f&  wikked 
dede  of  his  ennemye  he  schal  done  him  bounte  f  [526]  H  For 
Crist  sei))ef  lone})  30ure  enemys  And  preiejp  for  hem 
]>at  speke])  30we  harme  /./  And  eke  for  hem  )>at  jowe  chasen  f 
&  pnrsewen  f  And  do]>e  bounte  to  hem  ^at  ^owe  haten  f 
s=Lo  ]ms  commanded  vs  oure  lorde  iheeu  criste  to  do 
to  oure  enemyes  f  [527]  For  8o])ely  nature  driues  ys 
to  loue  oure  frendes.  And  parfey  oure  enemys  haue 
more  node  to  loue  ))an  oure  frendes  f  And  ]iei  ]>at 
mor  nedo  hadf  to  hem  schal  men  do  goode- 
nesse  [528]  IF  And  certes  in  )>ilke  dede  haue  ))e  remem- 
brance of  pe  loue  of  ihera  criste  )>at  deyed  for  his 
ennemysf  [529]  IT  And  in  almuche  ]>at  J^ilke  loue  is  fe 
more  to  performef  So  muche  is  more 
^e  gre  merit!  And  ]>6refore  ]ie  loueinge  of  oure 
Enmif  Ha^  confounde  fe  Yenime  of  pe  deuyHf 
[530]  ffor  rih  as  ])e  deuel  is  dis^comfite  be  humilite 
Eiht  so  is  he  woundede  to  to  ))e  depe  be  pe  loue  of  ourd 
Enmyef  [531]  Certes  ]>an  is  loue  ^e  medecyne  ]>at 
cache))  oute  fe  Yenym  of  EnYye  Fro  mannes  herte  [532] 
II  ye  spices  of  ]>is  pas  scholne  bue  more  largely  in  here 
chapetles  folowynge  f 

de  Ira  [Jrom  the  mwrgiri] 
[533] 

After  EnneYie  wil  .1.  declare  pe  sinne  of  Ire  f  For 
so^y  who  ^t  ha]>e  euYy  Ypon  his  neyhbourf 
anone  comunly  he  wil  finde  him  matier  of 
wre)>^e  in  worde  or  in  dede  i^eines  him  to  whome 
he  haip  envief   [534]  and  as  wele  comeji  Ire  of  pnde 
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as  of    ehvie  f  for  so])6ly  lie  ^at  ia  proude  or  envious  5 
is  lyhtly  "wroje 

[535]  H  ]>is  aiime  of   ire  after    ^   discriaeiiige   of 
seinte   Austinef    Is  mkked  wiH  to  bue  avengede   be 
worde  or  by  dedef  [536]  U  Ire  after  fe  Philosofre.  Is 
pe  fenien*  blode  of  man.  3rwbiked  in  his  hert  ^rwhe 
whicbe  he  wil  harme  to  him  pat  he  hate]>f  [537]  H  for 
certes  ))e  hert  of  man  be  enchaofeinge  &  moueinge  of 
his    blode    vrsxep    so    trouble    y&t    he     is    out   of    al 
luggement  of  Kesonf    [538]  Bot  ^e  schal  ynderstonde 
pat  Ire  is  in  two  manors  1   |»at  on  of  hem  is  goode  & 
pQ,t    o)>dre    is    wikked    [539]    H    The    good    Ire  is    be 
lelowsy  of  goodnesse  ^onihe  pe  whiche  a  man  is  wro^ 
Vfiih  wikkednesse  &  a^eines    wykkednesse  f    And    pare 
fore  sei)>e  ]>e  wise  manf  )>at  ire  is  bett  )>an  pleyef  [540] 
pia    ire     is     wi]»    debonartef    Ant    it    is    vmpe    wi^ 
outen    bittemesse    nouht    wro]>e    a3eines    pe    man    bot 
wro})e  wi})  pQ    mysdede  of   pe   man   as   sei^e   pe   ptY>- 
phet  dauid  •  Irascimini  &  nolite  peccare  [541]  IT  Nowe 
ynderstonde    ])at    wykked    yre    is     in     tuo     manersf 
])at      is       to       seine       sodeine       Ire       wi]»e      outen 
avisement  &  consentinge  of  his  reson  f  [542]  pe  meneynge 
&  pe   sense    of  ]pis  f .  is  pat  p*   reson  of   a  man  con- 
sente)^  nouht  to  pUke  sodeine  Iref    &  )>an  is  venial  f 
[543]    ^    Ano]>ere    lire  is    ful    wikked   pat    come)»  of 
velany  of  hert  avised  &  cast  before    wi]i    wikked  wiH 
to  do  vengeance  f  And  ])d?*to  his  Kesot^n  consented  •  And 
so  sofely  )>is  is  dedely  synnef  [544]  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesant  to  god  ]>at  it  trouble})  his  hous  &  chase^e  pe 
holy  gost  oute  of  mannes  soule  f  [ 

.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  M&]  [545]  <&  put  in  him  pe  lik- 
nes  of  pe  deuel  f  &  be-nymme])  ^e  man  fro  god  ^t 
is  rihtM  lords  [546]  IT  This  ire  is  a  ful  grete 
plesance  to  pe  deuel;  ffor  it  is  p*^  deuel  fomeys 
pat  is  ychaufed  wtt^  pe  fire  of  hell  [547]  ffor  certea 
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as  fuyre  .  is  more  myhtye  to  distroye  er])ely 
^inges  fsLa  aiio])e}'e  .Element  f  Eibt  so  is  ire  niyhty  to 
destreye  al  sprituel  ])iiigesf  [548] .  Loka  howe  J)at 
fuyre  of  smale  gledys  Jmt  bien  almost  dede  ynder  asslien 
wy»  qwyken  ^eine  whan  >ei  whan  Jiei  hue  touched  uriih 
brimstone  f  Eiht  so  Ire  witt  qwykene  a^eine 
whan  it  is  touched  be  pruide  Jrat  is  cou^e  in 
mannes  hertef  [549]  ffor  certes  fira  may  not  comme 
out  of  no])inge  bot  if  were  first  in  ^e  same  ])inge 
naturellyf  As  fire  is  drawen  oute  of  flintes  vrif  stele  f 
[550]  And  riht  so  aspnde  isofben  matireof  Iref  BihtsoisBan- 
cour  norische  &  kepere  of  ]w  wra])J)e  in  ])e  mannes  hertf  [55 1] 
U  Thei'  is  a  manere  tree  as  sei|»  seint  Isodere  f  ]Mtt  whan  men 
make|»  fire  of  ])Uke  tre  And  couere])  fe  coles  of  it  wij) 
asshen  -  Sopelj  pe  fire  of  it  wil  lasten  al  a  ^ere  or  more  f 
[552]  And  riht  so  fare])  it  of  Eankouref  Whan  he  is 
ones  conseyued  in  ^e  hert  of  siJcLne  man  f  Certeyne  it  wil 
last  paraduentnre  ^Frome  one  Hester  day  ynto  ano])6re 
esterdaie  or  moref  [553]  Bot  certes  ^ilke  man 
is  fer  fro  pe  mercy  of  god  al  pUke  while 

[554]  in  pia  forsaide  deuels  fomeys  where 
forgen  .thre  schrewesf  Pride  pat  al  blow]>e  &  encrese]) 
^e  fire  be  chideinge  &  wykked  wordesf  [555]  J>an 
stands])  envye  &  holde])  pe  hote  yren  vpon  pe  hertes 
of  man  wi])  a  peire  of  longe  tonges  of  longe  Bankoure  f 
[556]  And  ^an  stant  pe  sinne  of  contumely  or 
strif  &  chest  f  &  batere])  &  forge])  be  veleynes 
reproueynges  S  [557]  H  Certes  pia  cursed  sinne  anoye]) 
bo])e  ^e.  man  him  self  &  eke  to  his  neyhbourf 
For  aopely  almost  al  pe  harme  pal  any  man 
doje  to  his  neyhbottrf  comme])  of  wrajf  [558],  For 
certes  outrageus  wra^])e  do])e  al  ])at  euer  pe 
deuel  him  commande]?!  for  he  ne  spare])  nejpere 
crist  ne  his  swete  moderf  [559]  And  in  his  out- 
rageous Anger  &  Ire  Alas  Alas  ful  mony  one 
ielep  in  ^at  time  ful  wikkedl^ 
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II    Bo]^    of    mste     &    of  al   bis   halowesf    [560]    b^ 

nouht  }iB  acuised  vice    [» *  »    • 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  his  debonaiie 

lif  espirituel  J)at  schold  kepen  his  soulef  [561] 
IT  Certesit  be-nymmej)  eke  goddes  dieu  lord  schippel  & 
^at  is  maimes  soule  &  ])e  loue  of  his  neyboiesf 
II  It  striue])  eke  al  day  ^eines  trowJ)e  1  it  lene))  him  to 
quiete  of  his  herte  f  And  sahuertef  his  soulef 

[562]  H  OL  Ire  commef  pea  stinkinge  engendezoores  f 
ffirst  hate  pat  is  olde  WTa])]>e5  discordel  J)oruhe  wbiche 
a  man  for-sake])  his  olde  frende  ]>at  he  haf  loued  fal 
longef  [563]  And  ^an  commeJ»  wenel  And  eoerj 
man^  of  wronge  ^at  man  doj)  to  his  neyhebotir  in 
body  or  in  Catelf  [564]  Of  ])is  cursed  sinne  of  Ire 
commej)  manslawhterl  And  vnder  stondeJ»  wele  ^t 
Omydde  ])at  is  man  slauhter  is  in  diu^rse  wysef  Somme 
manere  of  Omicide  is  spirituel  i  &  somme  is  bodely  i  [565] 
Spirituel  manneslauhtere  is  in  -vj  ])ingesl  ffirst  be 
hate  as  sei])e  seinte  lohnf  ])at  he  pat  hate])  his  bro^ 
his  Omycidel  [566]  whiche  is  be  bakbiteingef  01 
whiche  bakbyters  sei])  Salomon  1  ^at  fei  haue  tuo 
swerdes  wi])])e  whiche  pei  slene  here  neyheboure  H  For 
solely  also  wikked  it  is  to  be-nyme  hime  his  goode  name  as 
his  lif  f  [567]  H  Homicide  is  eke  in  ^eueinge  of  wikked 
counsel  by  fimude  as  for  to  3eue  counsel  to  areyse 
wrongefully  custumes  &  talliages  [568]  of  whiche  sei^ 
Salomon!  Lyon  Boreingef  Bere  hungrye  bien  like  to 
crewel  lordschippes  in  wi}^-haldinge  or  abrugeinge  of  pe 

schipe  or  ])e  hire  of  wages!  [ 

.  .  •  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  Of  fe  almos  of  pe  pouer  folke  i 
[569]  fifor  whiche  ]>e  wiseman  sei|H3f  Fede])  him  ^t 
abnost  dejep  for  hunger  1  ffor  so])ely  hot  ^ou  feede  him 
])ou  sleste  himf  And  all  pes  bien  dedely  sinnesf  [570] 
Bodely  manslauhter  is  whan  slest  him  wit^  ^i 
tunge  H  In  opere  manere  as  whan  pon  commandest  to 
sle  a  man    or    elles    3eue8t    him    counaell    to    slene    a 
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man.  [571]  IT  Manslauhtare  in  dede  is  in  .ii\j.  manors  f 
^at  on  is  be  lawef  Eibt  as  a  Justice  dampne]^ 
him  ]>at  is  coupable  to  ]>e  de])ef  bot  latte  ])e  lostice 
be  warre  ^at  he  do  it  rihtfuUy  i  And  ]rat  he  do  it  not 
for  delite  to  spil  blode  bot  for  kepeinge  of  rihtwis- 
nessef  [572]  IT  Anofere  homycide  is  done  for 
necessite  f  as  whan  a  manne  slej)e  ano]7ere  in  his  defendant  f 
And  pat  he  ne  maye  none  opere  wise  eschape  fromme  his 
owen  dej)l  [573]  Bot  oerteynly  if  he  maie  eskape  wit^ 
outen  slauhter  of  his  aduersarye  &  slej)  him 
he  doj)  sinneS   Ss  he  schal  here  penance  as  for  dedely 

8^1^^  •  [574]  -^^  ^  ^  '^'^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  aduenture  schete 
an  arwe  or  cast  a  stone  1  wtt^  pe  whiche  he  sle|)e  a  man 
it  is  homycide.  [575]  Eke  if  a  womman  be  necligence 
OMereljpe  hir  childe  in  slepeinge.  ^itt  is  homicide  & 
dedely  sumef  [576]  Eke  whan  a  man  distrouble])  pe  con- 
cepcion  of  a  childe  or  make^  a  womman  barayne 
be  drinkeinge  of  venemous  herbes  ^oruhe  whiche  sche  may 
nouht  conceyue^  or  sle^e  a  childe  be  drinkesf  or 
elles  putte]>  inne  certein  material  ]>inges  in  hire  secre 
places  to  sle  ^e  childe  [577]  or  elles  do])e  ynkinde 
sinne  be  whiche  man  or  womman  schedi]>  his  nature 
in  manere  or  in  place  pere  as  a  childe  maie  nouht  be  con- 
ceyued  i  or  elles  if  a  womman  ha]>e  conceyued  &  hurte]> 
her  self  &  BleepQ  here  childe  1  )it  is  it  homycide  1 
[578]  Whatte  seye  we  eke  of  wemmen  ^at  mordren 
her  cluldem  i  for  drede  of  worldly  schame  certes  an  hor- 
rible homycide  •  [579]  Homycide  is  eke  if  a  manne  aproche]r 
to  a  womman  be  desire  be  desire  of  lychery  f  be  ])e  whiche  po 
child  is  p^rischedf  or  elles  smyte])  a  womman  wityngly 
])oruhe  whiche  sche  leaep  his  childe  f  Al  pee  ben  homy- 
cidesf  and  dedely  orrible  sinnesf  [580]  U  3utte  comme])])6reof 
Ire  mony  mo  sinnes  f  as  wele  in  worde  as  in  ]>ouhte  f  and 
in  dedef  as  he  pat  arette])  yppon  god  or  blame])  god 
of  J>inge  of  whiche  he  is  him  selfe  giltyf  or  displesejr 
god  &  al  his  halowes  as    done    ^es    cursed  hasadoura 
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in  diuerse  contareaf    [581]  fla  cnised  sinne  done  ]ieil 
when  fei  felon  in  hei'  heit   ful  wikkedly  of   god   & 
his  halowes.  [582]  H  Also  whan  ^i  treten  vnieo^rently 
y  sacrament  of  y  auter  H  ^ilke  sinnes  bien.  so  greto 
^at  vnne^  ]wi  maie  be  relestf   bot  Jiat  pe  mercy e  of 
god     passe])    his    werkes     it     is     so     grete     &     so 
benignef    [583]    H    ])an  come])    of   lie    attiye    angt^f 
whan  a  man  scharpely  amonesched  in  his  schiifb  for  to 
lete     sinne  i      [584]      pan     wil     he     hangiy      And 
onseweie  hokerlye  &    angerlyf    01    defende    &    excuse 
his  sinne  be  vnstedfastnesse  of  his  fleschef  or  eUos  he 
dide  it  for  to  holde  compaignje  wttA  wyse  felawesf  Or 
elles  he  sei]>e  ^e  fende  entised  himef  [585]  or  elles  he 
dide  it  for  his  joujie  or    elles  his    complexion    is    so 
corageons  pat  he  mai  nouht  for  bere  f  or  elles  it  is  his 
destanye  as  he  sei])e  vnto  a  certeine  agel  or  elles  1  he 
sei^  it    comme])    him    of   gentilles   of   Ms    anncestres 
and  semblable  ^inges  [586]  H  AH  ^ese  maner  of  foike 
so  wrappen  hem  in  her  sinnes  f&t  pei  ne  wol  nonhi 
deliueren    he     selff      ffore     so^ly    no     pai     excuse^ 
him  wilfully  f  of  his  sinne  f  may  not  be  deHuered  of  his 
sinne   til*  ])at   he   mekely  be-knowe])    his   sinne.   [587] 
H     After     psit     comme])     swereinge     pat    is    expivsae 
ajeines  pQ  commandement  of  god  And   pia  befalle])   oft 
of  anger  &  of  ire  1  [588]  God  sei]>ef  poa  schalt  nouht 
take  pQ  name  of  pinQ  lorde  god  in  veyne  ne  in  ydel.  Also 
cure  lorde  ihega  sei])  be  pQ  worde   of  seint  Mathewe 

[. 910  gap  in  the  MS.]  [589]  Ne  wil  je 

nouht  swere  in  al  manure  'Neypere  be 
heuen  for  it  is  goddes  throne.  Ke  by  er^e  for  it  is  ])e 
bynche  of  lus  feete  "Ne  by  iheru^akoif  For  itiape  Cite  of 
a  grete  kyngef  ne  be  ^in  hedef  for  pou,  maist  non^t 
maake  an  her  white  ne  blake  f  [590]  Bot  seijje  be  )oiiro 
^e.  je.  &  nay.  nayef  And  what  pai  is  more 
it  IB  yueL  pua  6ei])e  criste  f  [591]  ffor  cristes  saake  neswere]» 
nouht  so  sinfully  in  dismembrioge  of  criste  by  soule, 
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-hert   bones.    &    body!    ffor    oertes    it    seme])    ])at   je 
]»enkej)    ])at    J)*    cuised    lewes    dismembred    him    nojt 
ynowhe  f  [.     »    .  no  ^a;?  in  ^  if/Sl]  bot  30  dismembien 
liim  moref    [59^]  H  And  if  so  be  ])at  ])e  lawe  com- 
peH  jow  to  sweref   ])an  lewle])  ^owe  after  fe  lawe  of 
god  in  30ure  sweieinge  as  seijie  leremye  in  y  ii\j.  capitle. 
[.••........     no  gap  in  the  M8.]   )>ou 

schalt  kepe  ^re  condicions  i  ]k)u  schalt  ^  swere  in  txou))e 
in  dome  &  in  lihtwisnesse  f  [593]  ^is  to  seine 
^ou  schalt  Bweio  so]>e  f  for  eu^ry  leseinge  is  s^eines  crist. 
For  ciist  is  yerray  trou]>ef  And  ^enke  wele  ]>is  J)at 
eu6ry  grete  swerer  nonht  compelled  lawfully  to  swere 
]>e  wonnde  schal  not  departe  fro  his  house  whiles  he 
vse^  suche  vnleful  swereingef  [594]  H  ]>oa  schalt  swere 
eke  in  dome  whan  pon  art  constreynede  by  pi  domes- 
man  to  wittnese  pe  tiewpei  [595]  Eke  ^ou  schalt 
nouht  swere  for  enyye  ne  for  fauor  ne  for  mede 
bot  for  rilitwisnesse  for  declaruinge  to 
worschipe  of  godf  &  to  helpeinge  of  ]>ine  euon 
cristenf  [59^]  ^^^  ^erfore  eu^yman  |»at 
take])  goddes  name  in  ydel  or  falsely  swere])  wi]) 
his  mon])e  or  eUes  take])  on  him  pe  name  of  criste 
to  be  called  a  cristenmanf  And  leue])  ajelnes  cristes 
leueynge  &  his  techeinge  al.  ])ei  take  goddes  name 
in  ydel  [597]  H  Loke  eke  whate  sei])e  seint  Peter 
Aciuttm  .iiij^.  Non  est  aliud  nomen  sab  celof  ))ere 
is  non  opere  name  sei])  seint  Peter  vnder  heuenf 
y^onen  to  men  in  whiche  ])ei  muste  be  saoed  f  peAi  is  te 
seye  bot  in  pe  name  of  ihera  criste  [598]  H  Tak  kepe  eke 
how  ])at  pe  precious  name  of  ihesvi  criste  as  aeip  seinte  Poule 
ad  Philipenseaf  z^^  c^  In  nomine  ihe^nf  &&.  ])at  in  pe 
name  of  ihera  euery  kne  of  heuenly  creatures  or 
erpelj  or  of  hdft  scholde  bowenf  ffor  it  is  so  hihe 
&  so  worschipfuH  pai  pe  cursed  fende  in  hell  scholde 
tremblen  to  here  it  nemenedf//  [599]  ]>An 
Bomep    it    ])at    men    pai    sweren    so    orrible    by    his 
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blissed  name  y&t  pei  dispisen  it  moie  bolddjf 
^an  diden  p^  cuised  Iewes5  or  elles  fe  deuel  ^t 
tretnhlep  whan  lie  liere]>  his  name  f 

[600]  Now  certez  Be])en  ]>at  swereynge  hot  it  be  do 
al  lawfallyf  is  so  holy  defendede  meche  i^eis  is 
foiswereinge  falslyf  And  3atte  nedeles 

[601]  what  seie  we  eke  of  heme  [.  •  no  gap  in  M&] 
in  swereinge  &  holde  it  a  genterye  or  a  manly  dede  to 
sweie  giete  o])e8f  H  and  of  hem  fat  of  Yerrei 
Ysage.  ne  cesen  nouht  to  swere  grete  o^esf  al  fe  cause 
nouht  wor|»e  a  stiawef  Certes  ^is  is  an  oirihle  sinnef  [602] 
Swerynge  sodanly  wij)  oute  avisement  is  eke  a 
sinne  f  [603]  H  Kowe  late  vs  go  to  ])ilke  orrible  &  cursed 
sweringe  of  adiuracione  &  coniuiacione  as  done  Jyese  fids  en- 
chauntottTiB  &  nygromansoures  f  In  basins  ful  of  water  or 
in  a  briht  swerde  in  a  serkle  f  or  in  a  fire  or  in  a  scholder- 
bone  of  a  schepef  [604]  L  kanne  not  seine  bot  fai  ^ 
done  corsedly  &  dampnably  a3eine3  criste  &  al  fa 
feife  of  holy  chir  chirche  f = 

[605]  what  seye  we  be  hem  fat  lenen  on 
deueneylesf  as  be  flyht  or  be  noyse  of  birdes  or  of 
bestes  or  of  sorte  by  ygromansy  f  be  dremes  be  chirkeinge 
of  dores  f  be  gnoweinge  of  rattes  or  crakkeyuge  of  houses 
&  suche  maner  of  wrichednesse  f  [606]  Certes  al  ])b 
])inge  is  defended  be  god  &  holy  cherchef  Eca 
whiche  fei  bien  acursed  till:  ]>ei  come  to  amendement 
fat  on  suche  ful]>e  setten  hire  beleuef  [607]  Charmes 
for  woundesf  &  Maledies  of  men  or  of  bestes  if  ^ 
taken  any  effecte  it  may  be  peraduenture  |yat  god  sufTure^ 
it  |)at  folks  scholde  jiue  fa  more  faifai  and  Eeu^rence  to 
his  namef 

[608]  H  Kowe  wil  .1.  speke  of  leseinges  whiche  gener- 
aly  is-  feds  signifiant  f  of  wordes  en  entent  to  deceyuen 
his  heuen  cristenf  [609]  Sum  leseynge  is  of  whiche 
fera  comme])  none  auau ntage  to  no  wight  f  And  some  lese- 
inge    tome])    to     feae     or     fa     profite     of     a     man 
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&  to  dami^  of  ano|»^e  mauere  f  [6io]  U  Ano])6re  leseinge 
for  to  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.^  ^  AiioJ>ere  leseinge  comme]) 
of  delite  for  to  lye.  In  whiche  delite  ))ei  wil  forgen  a  longe 
tale  &  peynte  it  wi|»  al  circumstance  f  wher 
al  ])e  grounde  of  ^e  tale  is  falsi  [6ii]  Somme  leseinge 
comme)?  for  he  vril  susteyine  his  woide  i  And  sum  leseynge 
co7net&  of  rechelnessef  wi])  outen  avisementf  &  sem- 
hlahle  ])inges 

[612]  H  Lat  vs  now  touche  fe  vice  of  flaterye 
whiche  ne  come]>  nouht  gladly  hot  for  drede  or  for  Couetise  f 
[613]  Flatery  is  generally  wrongeful  preyseinge  H  Flatrer- 
es  bene  ])e  deueles  norices  ^at  norischen  his  childeme 
wi^  melke  of  losengryef  [614]  fifor  8o])e  sei))e  Salomon  f 
^at  flatery  is  wers  ]>an  detraccionef  ffor  sum  tyme  de- 
tiaccion  make]>  an  hannten  man  ])e  more  humble 
for  he  drede^  detraccionf  H  Bot  certes  flateiy  make]) 
a  man  to  enhante  his  herte  and  his  countenance! 
[615]  fiOatery  bien  ])e  deuels  enchauntovrf  £for 
^ei  maake  a  man  to  wene  of  him  self  to  be  like  ])at  ho 
nys  nouht  lyke  f  [616]  ])ei  bien  like  to  ludas  ^t  be-trayod 

[. no  gap  in  the  if/Sf.]  a  man  to  sel  him 

to  his  ennemye  ])at  is  to  ]>e  deuel  [617]  H  Flatereres  bien 
^  deuel  chapelleines  ^at  singen  euer  placebo! 
[618]  I.  reken  flatery  in  fe  vices  of  iref  H  For  oft 
time  if  a  man  be  wro])e  wi]>  ano))eref  ^en  wil 
lie  flatere  sum  wygbt  to  susteine  him  in  his  qwereti  f 

[619]  Speke  we  no  we  of  suche  cursinge  as  comme]) 
oute  of  Irrous  herte  1  Malyson  maybe  seide  generallye  f  euery 
man  power  of  harme  such  cursynge  bereue])  man  fro 
)»e  Kegne  of  godf  As  sei]>e  seint  Foulef  [620]  ))at 
suche  cursinge  wrongefully  retoifme])  oft  tyme  a3eine  to 
him  ))at  cursejje  As  a  birde  retottme])  ajeine  vn  to  his 
owen  nestef  [621]  And  ouere  al])inge  men  ouhte 
eschewe  to  curse  her  childem  &  ^eue  to  pe  deuel 
here  engendorere  as  fer  for])e  as  in  hem  is  H  Certes  it  is 
a  grete  pmle  &  a  grete  sinne  f 
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[622]  IT  Lete  vs  faa  speke  of  cliideingef  And  leproche 
whiche  biene  grete  woundes  in  mannes  hettef  for 
pQ  vnsewe  fQ  semes  of  frendschippe  in  manneB  heiiel 
[623]  fifor  certes  vnnejyes  may  a  man  bae  pleynefy 
accorded  wi])  bim  ])at  ba)>  bim  openly  zeyilede  is 
reproued  &  disdaunderde  f  ]>i8  is  a  ful  grysly  mime  5 
as  criste  seij^e  in  pQ  gospdif  [634]  And  take  kepe  nowe 
])at  be  J)at  reproue|»  bis  neybbonief  ojfere  he  lepnme^ 
bim  be  som  barme  of  peyne  )At  be  baj>e  on  bis  body:' 
as  mesel  croked  barlotte  or  be  sonune  onne  fast  he  dofei 
[625]  Xowe  if  be  reproue  bim  be  banne  of  peyne 
]>an  torne]>  )»e  profete  to  ib^ra  criste  f  for  peyne  is 
sent  be  }q  ribtwise  sonde  of  godef  &  be  bis  snffiancef 
be  it  Meselrye  or  maymel  ore  maladyef  [626]  And  if  ba 
reproue  bim  vncbaritablye  of  synnef  As  )>ou  holonrsf  fen 
dronken  lewde  barlotef  and  so  ioTpi  fan  appartene^  fat 
to  fQ  lejoyseinge  of  fe  deuel  ])at  eoer  ha^  ioye 
Jiat  men  doon  synnef  [627]  And  oertes  ehidynge  may 
not  come  bot  of  velens  bertef  ffor  after  fo 
abundance  of  ))e  berte  spekefe  fo  moaJ>e  fal  oft  5 
[628]  And  ^e  scbobie  vnderstonde.  )Kit  loke  be  any.  waye 
whan  any  man  scbal  chaste  anof^re  ano])er  J)at  be  be  war 
fro  chideinge  or  reproueinge  U  ffor  trowly  bot  be  be 
war  be  may  fol  lyhtly  queken  ]»  fayre  of  anger  5  and  of 
wra]7]>ef  wbiche  |»at  be  scbold  qwenche  &  peradnentor 
8le]>e  bim  fat  be  mybt  cbastiBe  mf  benyng- 
nitef  [629]  ffor  as  seij^e  Salomon  the  amyable  tongef  is 
fe  tree  of  liff  ])at  is  to  seyne  of  lif  espiiitnele  and 
a  dislaue  tonge  eHefe  fQ  spirites  of  bim  ]nt 
iepreue]>  ^And  eke  of  bim  fat  is  repreuedf  [630]  Lo 
what  seinte  Austine  sei^f  fere  is  no|»inge  ylyke  fe 
deueles  childe  as  be  fat  oft  chide])!  Seint  poole  seife 
eke  .L  seruant  of  god  bebouef  noubt  to  chide  [631]  f  And 
bowe  fat  chideinge  is  a  yeleyns  finge  betwex  ai 
man^r  folke  ^it  is  it  certes  most  ynkoaenaUe 
be-twyx  a  man  &  bis  wyff   for  fere  is  nen^r  lestel 
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And  fer£oT  seij^e  Salomon.  An  house  fat  is  Tnkoaerde 
in  reyne  &  dropingel  Ss  a  cbideinge  wif .  bene  ylikef 
[632]  a  man  ])at  is  in  in  a  dropinge  hons  in  many 
place  f  ])eyhe  he  schewe  fQ  dropinge  in  o  plaoe 
it  dioppe])  in  anojiere  in  a  nofere.  So  haefe  it  be 
a  chideinge  wyf  f  bot  sche  chide  him  in  o  place  scha 
wil  chide  him  in  Buoperei  [633]  And  ferloT  is  better 
a  morsel  of  brede  mt^  loyef  ]»an  an  hous  fill  of 
delices  wij)  chideinge  &eipe  Salomon  f  [634] 
Foule  seife  0  30  wevtmen  be  je  sonbiettes  to  joure 
hnsbondes  as  be-houe]»e  in  godf  And  3e  men  lonen  jonre 
wyves  Ad  Clonicenses  .1^^ 

[635]  IT  Afterward  speke  we  of  scorenynge  whiche  is  a 
wikked  sinne  5  And  namely  whan  he  scorene)»  a  man  for 
his  goode  werkesf  [636]  fifor  certe  suche  scomers 
&ren  y-like  ^  foole  tode  ])at  mai  not  endure  to 
smel  ^  swete  sauour  of  fe  yine  when  it 
floure])f  H  [637]  ^  scomers  bien  partinge  felawes 
wtt^  ye  deuell  =  for  pei  haue  loy  whan  pe  deuel 
Wynne])  f  Ss  sorwe  whan  he  lese])f  [638]  fei  bene 
adaersaries  to  oure  lorde  ihera  criste  f  £for  ^  haten  y&t  he 
loue])e  ^t  is  to  sei .  sanacion  of  soule  f 

[639]  IT  Speke  we  nowe  of  wikked  counsel  IT  For  he  p^t 
wikked  counsel  jene])  is  a  traitourl  for  he  distroy])e 
him  ^at  trusted  in  him.  yt  achitofdi  de  Absone. 
But  na]yeles  jit  is  it  wikked  counsel  firste  ajeines  him 
selfe  [640]  for  as  aeipe  }q  wisemanf  Euery  fala 
leueynge  ha])e  ^is  properte  in  him  selfe  ])at  he  ^at 
wil  anoye  anofere  man  first  anoye])  him  selff 
[641]  And  men  schal  vndestande  ^t  man  schal  nouht 
take  his  counsel  of  fals  folkef  ne  of  to  angiy  folke  or 
greuous  folke  i  ne  of  folke  fat  a  loue^  specialy  to  muche  hero 
owen  profitel  ne  to  muche  werldly  folke  namely  in  conseleinge 
of  soulesf 

[642]  IT  Nowe  oomme)>  fe  sinne  of  hem  pat 
niaken  discorde  amonges  folke  whiche  is  a  sinne    |Mit 
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ciiste  hate])  vtterlyl  And  no  wonder  isf  ffor  he  dejed 
for  to  maake  concorde  f  [643]  &  mor  schame  done  fei  to 
cristef  ])an  dide  ]>ei  ])at  him  crucified  f  fToi  god 
lone])  better  ])at  fi!enchepe  be  amonges  folkef  fan 
he  dide  hia  owen  bodyf  whiche  he  ^af  for  yniteesf 
^erfore  beene  ^ei  likned  to  ]>e  deuel  Jyat  isaere  is 
aboute  to  make  discorde 

[644]  H  Kowe  commeip  fQ  sinne  of  dowble  tonge  sache 
as  apeken  faire  befor  folkef  &  wikkede  be-hynde  or 
elles  pel  maken  sembland  as  poxxhe  ye  spake  of 
goode  entencion  or  elles  i»  game  Sc  pleyef  And  )it  fe 
speke  of  wikked  entente  i 

[645]  ^  ^ow  commep  be-wreynge  of  connseile  ]K>rwhe 
whiche  a  man  is  defamed  f  yne])es  maye  he  restore^  fe 
damages  f 

[646]  Nowe  commep  manas  ])at  is  an  hopen  folyf  ffor 
he  ^at  manasse])!  he  ])rete))  more  ^an  he  maie 
do  ful  oft  timef 

[647]  Kowe  come^  ydel  wordes  ^at  is  wi]KX)aten 
profite  of  him  fat  speke]»  J)0  wordes  &  eke  of  him 
fat  herkene])  fe  wordes  f  Or  elle  ydel  wordes  bien 
]>o  ^at  bien  nedelesse  or  wi]K>uten  entent  of  naturely 
profitel  [648]  And  al  be  it  ])at  Idel  wordes  som- 
time  bien  venial  sinne  3it  schold  men  doute  hem  f  ffor  we 
scholne  ^eue  reken^ynge  of  hem  be-for  god  f 

[649]  Nowe  commep  langelynge  fsi  may  nojt  come  mfe- 
owten  sinne  as  sei])e  Salomon-  It  is  a  signe  of  aperte 
folyef  [650]  And  fereiorei  a  philosophre  saidef  Whan 
a  man  asked  hyme  ho  we  men  schold  plese  fe  peplef 
And  he  answardef  Do  goode  werkesf  &  speke  fewe 
langelinges  i 

[651]  After  J)is  come))  fe  sinne  of  lapes  pat 
bien  deuels  apes  ffor  ])ei  maken  folke  to  lawhe  att 
her  laperye  as  folkes  done  att  fe  gandes  of  an  hapef 
Suche  lapes  defende])  seint  Poulef  [652]  Loke  howe 
^at     vertuouse     wordes     &     holyf      coniurten     hem 
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])at  traneyle  in  fe  sendee  of  cristf  Itiht  so  connerten 
pe  vilens  woide  &  fe  knakkes  of  fe  lapes  hem  ^at 
traveylen  in  Je  seroise  of  J)e  deuel.  [653]  H  ^  bien 
y  sinne  fat  comme]}  of  ye  tongef  pat  comme^  of  iie 
&  of  opere  sinnes  f 

[The  Bemedies  against  Ire] 

[654]  The  lemedes  a^eines  Ire  is  a  vertue  ))at  men 
clepen     *mansuetude       ^at       is       debonaitef       And 

eke  Buopere  vertae  pat  men  clepen  pacience  i  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[655]  Debanarte  wi))-drawe]>  &  iefireynej» 
pe  stnngee  &  pe  meueynges  of  mannes  corage  in  his 
hertef  in  suche  maner  ]>at  ])ei  scipe  noujt  oute  be 
anger  ne  be  iref  [656]  Suffirance  suf&e]»  swetly  al 
^e  anoyance  pat  &  ))e  wronges  ])at  men  done  to  a  man 
outewardef  [657]  H  Seint  lerom.  seij)  pxis  of  debonartef 
])at  it  dopQ  none  haime  to  no  wight  ne  sei])e  for  none 
harme  ]>at  men  him  done  ne  seine  f  He  ne  eschaunge)»  nou3t 
ajeines  his  reson  f  [658]  H  This  vertue  comme])  some  time  of 
Nataref  ffbr  as  8ei])e  pe  Philosopher  f  A  man  is  awhike 
])inge  be  nature  f  debonaire  &  tretable  be  goodnessef 
Bot  whan  debonairete  is  enformed  of  grace,  it 
is  pe  more  worje  f  // 

[659]  Pacience  pat  is  BJiopere  remedy  ajeynes  iref 
it  is  a  yertue  pat  anSrep  swetely  eu^ry  mannes  goodnesse  f 
&  is  no3t  wro]>e-for  none  harme  ]>at  is  done  vnto  h^.  // 
[660]  The  Philosopher  sei])e  ^at  paciens  is  ])ilke 
vertve  ^at  sufifer)»  debonarly  al  ^e  outrage  of 
aduersitee  &  eu^ry  wikked  worde'  [661]  pw  vertue 
make])  a  man  ylyke  to  godf  And  makep  him  his 
owen  der  childe  as  sei])e  cristf  This  vertue  discomfor]> 
|)ine  Ennemyef  and  pertote  sei])e  pe  wise  man.  If  )k>u 
wilte  venqwys  ^in  enemye.  lerene  to  suffer  f  [662]  And 
])ou  schalt  vnder-stande  pat  a  man  suffer])  f  iiy.  manere 
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of  grenaace  in  otwaid   )»ingeef   A3eiiiefl  wbiche   fooie 
lie  mot  haue  fouie  maner  of  pacienoe 

[663]  fe  fiiste  greuance  ia  of  wyked  wordesf  ^ilke  gre- 
Qanoe  suf&ed  oure  loide  ihegu.  cnst  wi^  outen  gruccbeinge  fol 
padentlyf  Whan  ^  lewes  dispiaed  him  &  lepnmoi  himf 
fill  oft  [664]  sufifur  )K>a  fere  fore  pacientljf  for  ^ 
Wiseman  eke  seij^f  If  ^ou  stiif  wij)  a  fole  yovhe 
fe  fole  be  wroJ)e  or  )K>uhe  be  lawhe  al  gatef 
Jyon  schalt  bane  no  reste  [665]  IT  ]>e  iopere  greoanoe 
outeward  is  to  haue  damage  of  ^i  catelf  pete  i^ein 
snffiird  criste  fol  pacientljf  whan  be  was  dispoilede  of 
^at  he  hadde  in  ^is  life  &  f&t  naa  nonht  bot  ^  elopes 
[666]  If  pan  grenance  is  to  a  man  bane  banne  in 
bis  bodyef  ^at  sufired  criste  fol  pacientlj  in  al  bis 
passion  [667]  pQ  fer]>e  greuanoe  is  an  ontrageous 
laboure  in  werkes.  Wherfor  .1.  seie  pst  icSke  pat 
maken  ber^  seraantes  to  trooeyle  to  gienotuslye  or  oute  of 
time  as  on  balidayesf  soj^ely  ])ei  done  grete  sinne.  / 
[668]  ^Here  ajeine  sofEred  criste  ful  paciently.  And 
tanbt  Ts  pacienoe  whan  be  bare  vpofi  bis  blissed 
scholder  fe  cros  vpon  pQ  wbiche  be  scbolde  sofiur 
a  spitous  de^f  [669]  H  Here  maie  men  leme  to  be 
pacientf  for  certes  nouht  onely  cristen  men  bene  padent 
for  pQ  loue  of  ihesvL  criste  f  &  for  guerdone  of  pe  blisse 
of  heuen.  And  of  ^e  bUsful  lyf  ]>at  is  perdurable  f  Bot 
certes  ^e  olde  peyneymes  ]>at  neuer  wers  oristen  com- 
menden  &  ysen  pe  yertne  of  pacience  f 

[670]  A  philoeofre  vpon  a  time  ^t  wolde  bane 
bet  his  disciple  for  bis  gtete  trespace  for  wbiche  be  was 
gretely  ameuedef  &  broubte  a  jerde  to  acouie  pe 
childef  [671]  And  whan  pe  cbilde  sawe  pe  jerde  He 
seide  to  bis  maister  what  wil  je  dof  I.  wil  bete 
quod  pe  Maister  for  ^i  ooirectione.  [672]  For  so^ 
sire  qtiod  pe  cbilde  )owe  onbte  firste  corecte  jome  of  p(A 
30  haue  lost  joure  pacienoe  for  pe  gilte  of  a  childef 
[673]    For    so]>e    quod    pe    Maister   al    wepeinge    ^oa 
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seiflt  Bo])ef  Haue  ^u  ^  ^eide  my  dero  sonef  ,.& 
correcte  me  for  myne  impacience  f  [674]  Of  paciens  comme^e 
obedience  f  of  whiche  a  man  is  obedient  to  ciistef  & 
to  afi  hem  to  wiche  he  onhte  be  obedient  in  criste. 
[675]  And  vndestande  wele  ])at  obedience  is  p^rfitef 
whan  men  done  gladly  &  hastely  wi]>  good 
herte  enterely  al  pat  he  schold  dof  [676]  Obedience 
gen^raly  is  to  parforme  pe  doctrine  of  god  & 
of  his  sovreygnes  to  whiche  him  onhte  to  be  obeissant 
to  al  rihtwisnesse 

Do  Acddia. 

[677] 

After  y  sinnes  of  Enevy  [.  , .  ,no  gap  in  the  MSJ]  .L 
wil  speke  of  ])e  siimes  of  accidef  For  Enevy 
blinde])  ^  herte  of  a  manf  And  ire  trouble]^ 
amanf  And  Accide  Make)>  him  heyye  ])onhtfnl  & 
wrawef  [678]  Enevy  &  Ire  make])  bittemes  in  herfcf 
whiche  bittemes  is  moder  of  accidie.  &  benyme^  him 
))e  lone  of  al  goodnesse.  ])an  is  accide  |>e 
angwysche  of  a  trowble  hert  f  And  seinte .  Austeyne  8ei])e : 
It  is  anoye  it  is  anoy  of  goodenesse  f  &  anoye  of  harmef  [679] 
sertes  ])is  is  a  dampnable  sinne  f  fifor  it  do])e  wronge  to  ih^^u 
criste  f  in  alsomnche  ]>at  he  nymme])  ])e  saroice  \ai  men 
onhte  to  do  to  ihera  criste  wi))  al  diligence  as  seip  Salomon  • 
[680]  Bot  accide  do)>e  none  suche  diligence!  he  dope 
al  pinge  wip  anoye  f  &  wrawnesse  slaknesse 
&  excusacion  &  wip  dulnes  &  vnlustf  jffor 
whiche  pe  boke  seipe  acnrsed  be  he  pat  dope  pat  dop  pe 
8/;mice  of  god  nedygentlyf  [681]  pen  is  Accide 
Enevye  to  eneryche  astate  of  man  f  For  certes  pe  estate  of 
man  is  in  pre  manersf  [682]  Eyp^re  it  is  pe  state  of 
Innocence  as  was  pe  state  of  Adam  be-fore  he  fel  in  to 
sinne  f  In  whiche  he  was  holden  to  worche  as  in 
an  hereynge  f  &  in  adonrynge  of  god  f  [683]  Anopare  estate 
is  pe  state  of  sinfuimen  f  in  whiche  estate  men  bien  holden 
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to  labour  in  pieyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hen 

[. no  gap  in  the  M&] 

siimesf  [684]  AnoJ^^re  estate  es  fe  estate  of  grace!  In 
whiche  estate  he  is  halden  to  do  werkes  of  penitence  f  And 
certes  to  al  pea  ^inges  is  accide  Enemy  &  con- 
trorie.  for  he  loue])  no  besinesse  att  all  [685]  U  Nowe 
certes  pia  foule  sinne  accide  f  is  eke  a  ful  grete  enemje 
til  )7e  Mode  of  ])e  bodyf  fifor  it  hsLpe  no  poraeanoo 
a^eine  temp[or]ele  necessitef  for  it  is  for-slew^ed  &  for 
slogge])  &  distruye])  al  goodes  temperelles  be 
rechilnesse  f 

[686]  IT  ye  foorte  ^inge  is  ^at  Accide  is  like  hem 
fat  bien  in  ]>e  peyne  of  heli  because  of  her  slon^ 
&  of  her  heyinessef  ffor  fei  ])at  bien  dampned  bien 
so  bounde  ^ot  pei  ne  maye  wele  do'  ne  wele 
]>enkef  [687]  Of  accide  comme]>  first  ]>at  a  man  is 
anoyed  &  encombred.  ^to  done  any  goodnessef  & 
make]>  ^at  god  ha])e  Abomynadoun  of  suche 
as  sei])  seinte  loh . 

[688]  Kow  commef  alenpe  pai  vril  not  suffre  none 
hardenesse  ne  none  penance  f  For  aope  slouj^e  is  so 
tender  &  so  delicate  as  sei])e  Salomon  •  fat  he  wil  not 
sui&e  none  hardenesse  ne  penance  H  And  perioT  he 
schende])  al  J)at  he  dope  [689]  ^eines  his  roten 
hercid  sinne  of  Accide  f  And  slou^  sholde  men 
exercise  heTTZself  to  done  good  werkes  &  manly 
&  vertaouslye  cachen  corage  wele  to  done  thenk- 
inge  psi  oure  lorde  ihera  criste  quytej^e  en^ry  goode 
dede  be  it  neo^re  so  litef  [690]  Ysage  of  laboure  is 
grete  a  ^inge  i  ffor  it  make])  as  sei])e  seinte  Bernard  f  The 
laborer  to  hane  stronge  harmes  &  hard  synowesf  & 
Blovrpe  makej)  him  febel  &  tendref  [691]  U  past  commep 
drede  to  be-ginne  for  to  wirke  any  goode  werke!  U  For 
certes  he  ^at  is  endined  to  sinne  f  him  jiinke  it 
is  so  grete  an  emprise  f  for  to  vndertake  to  do  werkes 
of  goodnesse  [692]  [  •     •    • 
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•     .     .     no  gap  in  the  if^.]  as  sei^  seint  Gregorie 

[693]  IT  Nowe  i  eommep  wanhope  fat  is  dispeire  of  ])e 
mercie  of  god  f  }at  eommep  same  time  of  to  myche  out- 
lageouB  sorwe  H  And  some  time  of  muche  drede  ymagen- 
yiigel  ]>at  he  ]ia]>  done  so  mucbe  sinne  pat  it  wil 
nouht  aveile  him  ])ouhe  he  wold  repent  himf  & 
for-saak  &  do  goode  f  [694]  ])orahe  whiche  dispeire  or  drede  f 
he  abounde|»  his  hert  to  euery  manure  sinne  f  As  seij)e 
seint  Anguste-  [695]  whiche  dampnable  sinne  if  J)at 
it  continue  vn  to  his  endef  it  is  cleped  sinnynge  in  pe 
holy  gostf  [696]  ^is  orrible  sinne  is  so  perilous 
pat  he  pat  is  despeiredf  |»ere  ne  is  no  sinne 
J^at  he  doute])  for  to  do  as  schewde  wele  be  ludasf 
[697]  Certes  pan  a-bouen  al  sinnes  J^an  is  pia  sinne 
most  displesant  to  cristf  &  most  aduersarie  [698] 
to  crist  //  So])ely  he  )>at  dispeyre])  him ',  is  like  pe  cowarde 
champeoun  recreant!  &  8ei]>e  creantf  al  wi]70utene  nedef 
Alas  alas  nedeles  is  he  creantf  &  8ei])e  creant 
nedelesse  despeired  f  //  [699]  for  certes  p^  mercy  of  god  is 
eu^  redy  to  pe  penytencef  it  is  aboue  al  his  werkes 
[700]  H  Alas  can  not  a  man  be-J)enke  him  of 
seint  lukef  15^  where  as  criste  sei])e  pat  as  wele  schal 
pere  bef  loye  in  heuen  ypon  a  sinful  man  ]}at  do]7e 
penitence  f  ^an  vpon  90  .  &  .19.  pat 
[.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  nede]>  no  penitente  [701] 
H  Loke  ferJ)ermore  in  pe  gospel  f  pe  Toy  &  pe 
fostes  of  pe  good  man  )>at  hadde  lost  his  sonef  whan 
his  sone  wi])  repentance  was  retorned  to  his  fader  f 
[702]  Can  ))ei  noujt  remembre  hem  ekef  ])at  as  sei]>e 
seinte  luca  13  \  c^  how  pat  pe  pei  sei])e  ^at  was  hongede 
be-side  iheeu  cristes  sidef  Lorde  remembre  on  me  whan 
poM  commest  vn  to  ])i  kingedome  [703]  U  For  so])e  seide 
crist  f  To  daie  pon  schalt  be  wtt^  me  in 
paradise  f  [704]  Certes  per  nys  none  so  orrible  sinne  of 
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maxi  pat  it  ne  maye  in  hiB  lif  be  destreyde  be  penitence  f 
jyorube  vertue  of  pe  passion  &  )»e  de]»  of  czistef 
[705]  IT  Alas  what  nede]>e  man  to  be  deepeired 
J>an.  Beipen.  his  m^rcy  so  redye  isf  An  aske  &  hauel  // 
[706]  pan  comme^  sompnolenoe  pat  is  slogge 
slombie  whiche  make])  a  man  heny  &  dul  in 
bodyf  &  in  soulef  And  pis  sinne  comme^  of  slew^f 
[707]  And  ceites  pe  time  ^at  be  wey  of  xesone  men 
schold  noujt  slepe  by  ]>e  morwe  bot  if  per&  wero 
cause  resonablef  [708]  ffor  aopelj  in  ]>e  morwe  tide  is 
most  couenable  a  man  to  seie  his  pieyers  &  for 
to  J^inken  on  god  &  for  to  honoure  godf  and  to 
3euen  almos  ])atcommen  *  to  pe  pore  ])at  first  comen  in  pe  name 
of  cristef  [709]  Lo  what  ea.pe  Salomon'  who  so  wil 
be  pe  mome  awake  to  seke  me  he  schal  finde 
[710]  H  pan  commoj^f  nedigence  or  rechelnesse 
)>at  rekke^  of  no  J^ingef  &  howe  Jiat  ignorance  is  pe 
moder  of  al  harmef  Certes  nedigens  is  pe  noiische 
to  [711]  nedigentetf  ne  do^e  no  force  whan  he  schal  done 
a  ])inge  whej^er  he  do  it  wele  or  badly  i 

[712]  Of  pe  remedy  of  J^es  two  sinnes  as  8ei|» 
pe  wisman  H  ^at  he  Jrat  drede]»  god  spare])  nonht 
to  done  )»at  him  onht  to  done!  [713]  And  he  )pat  Ione|» 
god  wyl  do  diligence  to  plese  god  by  his  weikes 
&  abounden  him  self  yrip  al  his  myht  wele  for  to  donef 
[714]  II  ]»an  comme  Idelnese  pai  is  pe  ^ate  of  al 
harmesf  Anf  ydel  man  is  lyke  to  a  place  )»at  ha)»e  no 
wallesf  pe  deuel  may  entre  on  eudry  sidef  or  schote 
att  him  att  discouert  be  tempacibns  onenery  sidel 
[715]  p^  ydelnes  is  pe  J^orrok  of  al  wikked  & 
veleynes  ^onhtesf  &  of  al  langles  tnifles  & 
al  ordure  f  [716]  Certes  pe  heuen  is  jouen  to  him  pat 
wil  laboure  &  nouht  to  ydel  folkef  Eke  iauid  sei^ 
pai  )^  ne  be  not  in  pe  laboure  of  men  f  ne  )^  ne  scholn 
not  be  whipped  wi^  men!  pat  is  to  seie  in  pmgatorief 
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[717]    Certes    ])an    seme])    it    pel    schal   be    tormented 
vrif  pe  deuel  in  hel  f  bot  if  J>ei  done  penytcnce  5 

[718]  J>an  comme^  pe  sinne  )>at  men  clepen 
tarditasf  As  whan  a  man  ia  so  latred  &  so  tariinge  ere 
he  wil  tome  to  god  5  And  certes  ]>at  is  a  grete  folyef 
He  is  like  him  )»at  falle])  in  J)e  dichef  And  wil  nouht 
arise!  [719]  And  J^is  vice  commej^e  of  fals  hope;  ])at 
he  pinkep  ])at  he  schal  leue  longel  bot  J>at  hope 
faUe]»fuloftf 

[720]  H  )»an  comme])  laches  pat  is  he  pat  whan  he 
beginne]»  any  goode  werkef  anone  he  wil  for-lete  it  & 
stinte  as  done  ]>ei  peX  haue  any  wight  to  gonemef 
&  ne  taken  of  him  no  more  kepef  anone  as  >ei  finde 
any  contrarie  or  anye  anoye  /  [721]  IT  pes  bene  J)e  now 
scheperdes  psA  laten  her  schepe  renne  wyteingly  to 
pe  wolf  f  ])at  is  in  ))e  breiesf  or  done  no  fors  of  her  owen 
gon^mancef  [722]  H  Of  pis  commep  ponertef  &  discripcion 
bot  of  Bpmtuele  &  temporal  ])inge8  H  ]>an  comme]) 
a  manere  of  coldenessef  ])at  trestp  al  pe  herte  of  manf 
[7  2  3]  IT  pan  comme])  yndeuocione  ]>oruhe  f  whiche  a  man  his  so 
blontell  And  as  sei]>e  seint  Bernard .  Heha))esuchelangour  in 
sonle  pai  he  male  nejperQ  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  cherche 
Ne  here  ne  prnkd  of  deuocionf  ne  traneyle  wij> 
his  hondes  in  no  goode  werke  f  ])at  it  nys  to  him  vnsauerye  i 
H  And  al  apalledf  [724]  ]>an  waxeth  he  sore  &  slowe  & 
slombref  &  sone  wil  be  wrol^ef  And  sone  is  endinede 
to  hate  &  to  envye  //  [725]  ])ane  comme^  pe  sinne  of 
werldly  sorwe  f  whiche  pat  is  clepide  tristicia  f  J>at  sle)»e  a 
man  aa  8ei])e  seint  Poulef  [726]  ffor  certes  suche  sorwe 
worche^  to  pe  de]>e  of  pe  soule  &  of  ^e  body  also 
U  For  pere  of  comme])  ])at  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his  owen  lif  i 
[727]  Where-for  suche  sorwe  f  schorte])  ful  oft  ])e  lif  of 
a  man  er  ])at  his  time  comme  i 
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[The  Remedy  against  AccidteJ] 

[728]  U  A^eynes  ^is  orrible  sinne  of  Acdde  &  pe 
braunclies  of  fe  samef  pere  is  a  yertae  ^t  is  called 
fortitudof  or  strenke^  p&t  is  an  affecciotai  ^mhe 
whiche  a  man  dispise]>e  al  noyens  pingei  [729]  K  ^is 
Teriue  is  so  myhty  f  &  so  vigoroose  feX  it  dar  wiJHstande 
myhtyly  &  wrestel  a3eiues  pe  saule  of  the  deueif 
And  wisely  kepen  him  selfe  fiome  periles  fe^t  bien  wikked  f 
[730]  For  it  enchaance]»  &  enfor^^  pe  soule  Biht  as 
accide  abate])  it  make^  febel  //  for  ]>is  fortitude 
may  longe  endure  be  longe  sof&ance  1  fe  traveile  ^at  bien 
conuenable  f 

[731]  ])is  vertue  h&p  mony  spycesf  ^  fe 
fiist  is  deped  magnificence  f  ])at  is  to  seie  grete  Coragef 
ITor  cerfces  pei  behoue]>  grete  coiage  i^eines  accidie  f  les 
])at  swolowe  fe  sowle  be  ]>e  sinne  of  sorwef  or 
destruye  it  be  wanhopef  [732]  %  pla  vertu  make^ 
folke  to  vndertake  harde  Jiinges  &  greuonse  ^inges 
be  hire  owen  wyH  wysely  &  resonablyf  [733]  And  for 
als  muche  as  )»e  deuel  fihte])  ajeines  man  more  be 
queyntise  &  be  sleyht  ])an  be  strenke])  5  IT  ]>6refore  a  man 
schal  wit^tonde  him  'with  witte  &  wiiJi  reson  &  wttA  dis- 
ciecion  //  [734]  ]>en  bien  fere  fe  yertaes  of  fei^  & 
hope  in  godf  &  in  his  seintes  to  acheuen  &  accomplise 
pe  goode  •  werkes  f  in  whiche  he  purpose  fennely 
to  continue!  [735]  )^an  commep  suerte  or  sikemeBsel 
&  J^at  is  whan  a  man  [. 

[736] no  gap  in  the  M8J] 

do]>e  f  &  p^ormej)  grete  werkes  of  goodenesse  ]>at  he  ha]ie 
begonnef  And  ]>at  is  ]>e  ende  whi  )»at  men  schold  do  goodo 
werkes  f  H  ffor  in  ]>e  compliseinge  of  goode 
werkes  life  fe  grete  guerdone  [737]  H  fan  is  fere 
Constance  ]>at  is  stablenesse  of  Coragef  And  pia  scholde 
be    in   herfce    be    stedfSeist    impei    &    in    moujw    &    in 
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bereinge^  And  in  chere  f  &  in  dede  [738]  eke  1  H  pere  bien 
mo  special  ])inge8  &  remedy  a^eines  accide  in  diu^rse  werkes  5 
&  in  consideracion  of  ]>e  peyne  of  heli  &  of  the 
I07  of  heuenf  &  in  ]>e  trust  of  ]>e  grace  of  pQ  holy 
goste  pai  wil  ^inen  him  myht  to  performo  his 
entente 

Be  Anaricia.  deaTMicu 

[739] 

Afiter  Accidie  wil  .L  speke  of  avarice  f  &  of 
Conetyse  //  OS  whiche  sinne  sei])  seint  Panle^ 
])at  ))e  rote  of  al  sinnes  is  couetisef  Ad 
Thimoth^m  6^  [740]  IT  For  sojiely  whan  pe  herte  of  a 
man  is  confounded  in  hit  selfe  &  trouble  &  ]>at  )k3 
soule  ha)»e  loste  )>e  comforte  of  godf  ]>an  sike^  he  ane 
ydel  solace  of  werldely  ]>inge8  i 

[741]  H  Auarice  after  ])e  scripcione  of  seint  Austyne ; 
is  a  lykerousnes  in  hert  to  haue  er]>ely  ]>ingesl 
[742]  Somme  opere  folk  seyne  ]>at  Auarice  is  for  to 
purchase  mony  er]>ely  {binges  5  &  no  J'inge  3iue 
to  hem  ))at  haue  nede  [743]  H  And  vnderstand  ])ou  wele  i  fskt 
auarice  nys  nouht  onelye  in  lande  ne  in  cateH  i  hot  sum 
time  in  science  and  in  glorye  And  in  eu^ry  manure  of 
outrageous  Jnnges  is  auerycef  &  couetysef  [744]  H  And 
fe  difference  be-tuex  Auarice  &  couetise  is  flsi 
Couetise  is  for  to  coueyte  suche  {binges  as  ^ou 
haste  nouht  f  =  And  Auarice  is  to  wij^holde  &  kepe  suche 
^inges  as  ]>ou  hast  wi^  outen  rihtful  nede  [745]  H  SoJ)ely 
^is  Auarice  is  a  sinne  ]>at  is  fal  dampnable  i  ffor  al  holy 
writte  curse])  itf  &  spekep  i^eines  itl  ffor  it  doJ>e 
wronge  to  ih^^u  criste  f  [746]  for  it  be-reue])  him  pe  loue 
fat  men  to  him  owen.  And  tume])  it  bakwarde  a^eines 
al  resonl  [747]  &  makep  pat  )}e  Auaricious  man 
hsLpe  more  hope  in  his  catel  fan  in  ihesxi  criste  f  And 

[• 

no  gap  in  the  MS.']  [748]  Jerefor  sei]»e 
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seinte    poule.     Ephec/tw    5^     psi    Amffous    nuw     is 
])iral  to  ydolatrief 

[749]  What  difference  is  betuex  an  ydolastre  & 
an  Aoaionsmanf  £ot  J^otan  ydolaire&an  Anaricionamanpor- 
aduentur  ne  ha])e  bot  one  manmet  5  or  tao5  And  pe  Auaiiciois 
man  ha^  monye  f  For  certes  enery  floreine  in  his  copher  is  a 
mawmetf  [750]  And  certes  fe  sinne  of  Maumatxie  is 
]>at  god  in  )»e  ten  commandementea  5 
As  bere])  ^wittenesse  in  exodi  .capitvio  .20.  [751]  ^n 
schalt  haue  none  f als  goddee  bef ome  me  5  ITe  ]>oa  sdhalt  make 
to  )>e  no  graue  J^ingef  )»us  )}an  is  an  Avaricioiis  man  ]«t 
lone])  his  tresor  a-fome  god  5  And  ydolatre  [753]  jKimlie 
his  sinne  of  Anarice  &  of  couetise  f  be  whiche  co«»iinen  )ns 
harde  lordeschipes  J^oruhe  whiche  mene  bien  streyned 
be  talyage  costomes  &  Cariages  More  |ian  here 
dewte  or  resofi  is  And  elles  take  ])ei  of  her  bondo- 
men  amerciament  f  whiche  myht  more  resonable  be 
doped  extorcions  ^an  m^rcymentesf  [753]  Of  whiche 
merdmentes  And  rauusons  of  bonde  men  somme 
lorde  etewardes  sein  ]>at  it  is  rihtftdl  for  also  mache  as 
a  cherle  ha])e  no  temporele  ^inge  )pat  ne  is  ])e  lordes 
as  \q\  seine.  [754]  Bot  certes  ]7is  lordeschipes  doine 
wionge  ])at  bereue)»  hir  bondefolke  )»inges5  jMit  ]Ki 
ne  ^afe  hemf  Atigu8^in«i«  de  GixataU  dd  .li*  .9.  [755] 
8o])e  is  ^at  )»e  condicion  of  J^raldome  &  ^  fiisi 
cause  of  ))raldom  is  for  sinne .  Genesttf  .5. 

[756]  ]>us  maye  30  scene  ^at  ))e  gQt  deaeroe^ 
)n»ldome  Bot  note  nature f  [757]  Where-fore  ye&  lordes 
schold  noujt  much  glorifie  hem  in  here  lordeschipe 
8e]>])en  ))at  bu  naturel  condicion  ])ei  bien  lordes  oner 
her  ]>TaIle8  f  Bot  for  ]>at  ])at  ^raldom  cam  firste  be  desert  of 
sinne  f  =  [758]  And  fer]>ere  ouerf  ]»ere  as  ]»  lawe  sei^! 
]»at  temp(7rel  goodes  of  bonde  folke  bien  ^  good^ 
of  here  lordeschipes  :  30  J^at  is  for  to  vndexstande  )»e  good 
of  ))e  Emperour  To  defende  hem  in  here  rihtf  bot  not 
to   Bobbe   hem  ne  to  Bene  hemf  [759]  And    Jierfoie 
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eoipe  Sen^o  pi  pradence  sehold  leue  henjngly  vriih 
]>i  pTaE  II  [760]  )»ilke  ^at  pon  clepest  pi  J>iafi 
bien  cristes  peple  i  For  hnmble  f olke  bien  ciiste  frendes  ( 
pei  bien  contubemiale  vriih  pe  loide 

[761]  IT  ))eiike  eke  pat  suche  sede  as  cherlea 
springenf  of  suche  seede  springen  lordesf  as  wele  may 
pe  cherle  be  saued  as  pe  lordef  [762]  pe  same  depe  )»at 
take])  pe  cherle  f  pe  same  de]>  take]>e  J^e  lorde  f  wherfore  I 
rede  do  riht  so  wi])  ])i  cherle  as  pon  woldest 
))i  lorde  dide  ^ith  pe  if  pou  were  in  his  plite. 
[763]  H  En677  sinful  man  is  a  cherle  to  sinne  f  H  I  rede 
])e  certes  ]>at  )»ou  lorde  ]>ou  wirche  in  suche  wisef  J>at 
))ine  cherles  ra])er  loue  )k)  Jyan  drede  )»e  [764] 
IT  L  wote  wele  per  is  degre  aboue  degre  as  reson 
is  f  And  scyH  is  pat  men  don  herd  deu^re  pere  as  it  is  diewe  f 
Bot  certes  eztordons  &  dispites  of  joure  vnderlinges  is 
dampnablef 

[765]  H  And  foTpere  omere  vnderstond  welef  fat 
conquerottrs  or  tirantes  maken  ful  often  f  J^ralles  of 
hem  pat  bien  borne  of  as  Eoial  blode  as  ben  ]>ei  ]»at 
hem  conquerenl  [766]  This  name  of  ]>raldom  was 
neu^re  knowe  erst  til  ])at  Noe  seide  of  his  sonne 
Canaan  scholde  be  piale  to  his  bre]>eme  for  his  sinne  f 
[767]  what  sey  we  p&a  of  hem  Jiat  pilen  And  done 
extorcions  to  holy  chirche  H  Certes  pe  swerde  peA 
men  jeuen  first  to  a  knyhte  whan  he  is  newe  dubbidf 
signifie])  ]>at  he  scholde  defende  holy  chirche  f  & 
nouht  rob  itf  And  who  so  do)»e  is  a  traitour 
to  diste  [768]  as  sei])  seinte  Austinef  pel  buen 
deuels  wolues  J>at  stranglen  pe  schepe  of  ihega 
cristef  &  done  wers  posa.  wolues  f  [769]  H  ffor  so]>ely 
whan  pe  wolfe  ha])  ful  his  wombe  He  stinte))  to 
strangel  schepe  f  Bot  8o]>ely  pe  piloures  &  distrey- 
ours  of  goodes  of  holy  chirche  done  not  sof  for  pe 
stint  nener  to  pilenf  [770]  IT  Now  as  .1.  ^haue  seide  f  Se^n  so 
is  pat  sinn  was    first    cause    of   J)raldomef    ]>an   it    is 
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])iis  yoi  ))ilke  time  y&t  al  pe  werld  was  in  siime! 
pan  was  al  ]>is  werlde  in  ))raldome  And  in  subiectionef  = 
[771]  Bot  certes  Sethins  pe  time  of  grace  Cam  5  god 
ordeynde  ]>at  somme  folke  scholde  be  more  hihe  in  E&itatel 
&  Mhe  degree  f  And  somme  folke  more  lowef  &  ^i 
eueryclie  schold  be  serued  in  his  estate  &  in  his  d^ief 
[772]  And  ferfore  in  sowme  contrees  pere  J«i  be 
Jiralesf  whan  ]>ei  haue  turned  hem  to  pe  teipei  ]»ei  maken 
here  ]n^es  fre  onte  of  J^raldomef  And  ^«rfoie  certes 
p*  lorde  owe])  to  his  manne  pat  pe  man  owe])  to 
hislorde1T[773]  pe  Pope clepe)) himself  s^ruant of  pe  s^ruanies 
of  god  IT  Bot  for  as  muche  as  p*  state  of 
holy  chirche  ne  myht  nouht  haue  be  keppedf  Ke  ])ecommune 
profit  mijt  haue  be  keppedf  ne  pese  &  r^t  in 
er^ef  bot  if  god  hadde  ordeynde  psX  sommen  haue 
hier  degre  &  som  men  loweref  [774]  per£ore  was 
souereygnte  ordeyned  to  kepe  Ss  mayntenef  &  de- 
f ende  here  ynderlinges  or  her  soubiectes  in,  reson  f  as  fer- 
loTp  as  it  ]ipQ  in  hir  pouere  f  And  nouht  to  destreye  haa. 
ne  as  ferfor))e  cowfoundenf  [775]  Wher  for  .1.  saye  fat  pUkt 
lordes  )>at  bien  ])ilke  wolves  t  J^at  deuoure  pe  possessions  or 
pe  catel  of  pore  folke  wrongefully  wij)  outen  Mercye  or 
Mesoref  [776]  ))ei  schoUen  receyuen  hue  p*  same  mesnre 
pat  ])ei  haue  mesured  to  pore  folke  pe  mercy  of  ih^iii 
criste  bot  it  bue  amended!  [777]  II  Kowe  commejy  disceite 
b[e]tuex  Marchant  &  marchantf  H  And  JK)u  schalt  Ynder- 
stant  pat  Marchandise  is  in  mony  manors  f  yat  one 
is  bodelyf  &  p*  tofere  is  gostlye  IT  )iat  one  is 
lefful  &  p*  topere  is  dishoneste  &  vnlefdlf 
[778]  Of  pUke  bodely  marchandise  pat  is  leful  & 
honest  is  ]7isf  )}at  pere  as  god  ha]>  ordeigned  p<xt  a 
regno  or  a  centre  is  sufficeant  him  selfe  pasi  is  it 
honeste  &  lefuH:  ))at  of  pe  abundance  of  pUs  contxee  1 
pat  men  helpe  a  nopere  contree  fat  is  more  nedyef 
[779]  And  pere  fore  pere  mote  be  marchantE  to 
bringcn    fro    pe    to    cuntre    to   pe   topere    her    marcbr 
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andisel  [780]  pe  toj^ere  Merchandise  pat  men 
haunte  wi]>  fraudef  &  tiecherye  &  disceyte  YfipQ 
lesinges  &  fala  ofeai  is  cursed  &  dampnable 
[781]  H  Espyrituel  marchandise  is  prop^rely'  Symonyf 
)>at  is  ententif  desire  to  by  ]>inge  espirituele  i  ■  ]>at  i^ 
])inge  ]>at  appartene])  to  ]>e  seintuarye  of  godf  &  to 
cure  of  ]ye  soulef  [782]  This  desire  if  so  be  \a\,  a 
man  do  his  diligence  to  p^rforme  it  al  be  it  J)at  his 
desire  ne  take  none  eifecte  ^it  is  it  to  bim  dedely 
sinne  f  And  if  he  be  ordrede  he  is  Irregulere  i  [783]  U  Certes 
Symonyef  is  clepid  of  Simon  Magua  fat  wolde  haue 
bouht  wit^  ))e  temporele  cateH  \q  jeft  J)at  god  had  3ouen 
by  fe  holy  goste  to  seinte  Peter  J  &  to  ))e  Apostolesf 
[784]  And  ^rfore  ynderstande])  f  \bX  bo])  he  pat 
selle))  &  he  \ai  bye]>  ]>inges  espirituels  bien 
cleped  Symonyals  H  be  it  Catel!  be  it  be  procureingef 
Ore  be  fleschely  preyere  of  his  frendes  or  of  spirituel 
frendes  [785]  IT  Flesschelyl  in  tuo  manerBf  as  by 
kinred*  or  as  by  o]>ere  frendes  or  of  spirituel  frendes. 
V  So]>ely  if  f  ei  prey  for  him  \ai  is  not  able  &  yrotpi  \  it 
is  Symonye  f  If  he  take  y  benefice  i  &  if  he  be  wor]>i  & 
able  i  he  nys  none  f  [786]  H  ]>e  toJ)ere  maner  is  whan  a  man 
or  a  womman  preye]>ef  preye  for  folke  toauaunce  hem  only  for 
wikked  fleschely  afifeccione  i  ))at  ])ei  haue  vn  to  ))6  persones  i 
^  |)at  is  in  foule  Symonyf  [787]  £ot  certes  in  seruices 
for  whiche  men  ^euen  fringes  espirituels  vnto  her 
seruantesf  It  mote  bien  vnderstonde  ])at  ])e  seruice 
most  be  honeste  &  elles  notef  And  eke  J>at  it  be 
viip  outen  Barganynge  &  J)at  ]>e  persone  be  ablel 
[788]  fifor  as  sei])e  seinte  Damasyef  Al  ])e  sinnes  ^of  ])e 
worldc  att  ]>e  regarde  of  p\a  sinne  biene  as  a  ]>inge  of  nouht  1 
For  it  is  ))e  grestest  sinne  J)at  may  bef  after  f  ])e  sinne 
of  lucifer  &  of  antecristef  [789]  fifor  be  J)is  sinne  gor 
for-lese]>  J>e  chirche  &  ]7e  soule  ]7at  he  bouhte  wi|) 
his  pTiScious  blodei  by  hem  J)at  ^eue  cherches  to  hem 
)xat  bieno  nouht  digue  f  [790]  For  ]7ei  putten  inn  ])oues  ]>at 
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stelen  fe  soule  of  ihesvL  criste  &  destrujeip  his  pairi- 
moigne  [791]  IT  Be.  suche  vndigne  prestesi  Ss  Coiafces 
haue  men  ])e  lasse  Beuerence  of  ]>e  sacramentz  of 
holychircbe  f  U  And  suche  jeneis  of  chiiches  putten  oate 
))e  childeme  of  criste  5  &  patten  in  to  )»e  cheicbe  pe 
deueles  oven  sone  [792]  fei  sellen  fe  sonlesf 
pe  lombe  yei  kepen  to  )»e  wolf  ^^t  strangelle^ 
hemf  And  ])erefoie  schol  ])ei  nener  houe  parte 
of  ))e  pasture  of  fe  lombes  ])at  is  in  ]je  blisse  of 
heuenf  [793]  H  Nowe  comme^  hasardy  with  his  apKr- 
tenance  as  tables  &  rawfles  of  whiche  commop  deceyte 
&  fals  opQs  chideingef  &  al  rauyngesf  blasphemjinge 
&  reniinge  of  god  &  hate  of  his  neyboursf  vasteingea 
of  goodes  myspendinge  of  timef  And  sumtyme  man- 
slawbter  [794]  H  Certes  hasardours  nemaye  noubt  be 
mp  oute  grete  sinne  whiles  pel  haunte  fat  crafte  [795]  IT  Of 
Auaiice  commepe  eke  leseinges  ]>eft  Ss  false  wittenesse  5  Fals 
oj^esf  And  30  schaH  ynderstondef  Jiat  pea  bien  grete  sinnes 
&  ezpresse  a3eines  pe  commcmdementes  of  god  as  .L  bane 
seide  f  [796]  f  Fals  wittnesse  is  in  worde  &  eke  in  dede . 
In  worde  as  for  to  be-reve  )»i  neyhbotos  good  name 
By  piuQ  fals  witnesinge .  Or  be-reue  him  his  Catcfi  f  or  bis 
heritage  be  ]>ine  fals  wyttenesinge  i  H  whan  )>ou  for  Ire  or 
for  meede  or  for  envy  berest  fals  wittenesse  or  accusest 
him  or  excusest  him  by  ])ine  fals  witnessed  or  elles  ez> 
cusest  ]yi  self  falsly  [797]  IT  Ware  joue  qwestmongers  Ss 
notories  IT  Certes  for  false  witnesseinge  was  Susanna  in 
grete  sorwef  &  peynef  &  mony  saioper  mo  [798]  IT  The 
sinne  of  ))eft  is  eke  expresse  s^eines  godes  beste  i  &  pat  in 
tuo  maners  Corporele  &  spirituole  [799]  [Coiporele^ 
as  for  to  take  )»ine  neyhbours  Catel  a^eines  his  wiB 
be  it  be  force  or  be  sleyht  f  be  it  be  mette  f  or  be  mesure  5 
[800]  By  steleinge  eke  of  fals  enditementes  vpon  himf  And 
in  borwein  of  ]>in  neyhbours  CateHf  in  entent  neuere 
to  payef  &  semblable  ])inges  [801]  1!  £s- 
piritucl     ]7eft     is     sacrilege     pat     is     to     scye     vrt- 
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ynge  of  holy  ])inges  f  or  of  ]>inge8  sacred  to  criste  in  tuo 
maners  by  reson.  of  )»e  holy  place  as  chifches  or 
chirche  hawesf  [802]  ffor  eu^ery.  violence  sinne  )»t 
men  done  in  suche  place  may  hue  cleped  Sacrilege  5  Or 
euery  violence  in  pe  semblable  place  f  Also  ])ei  pat 
wi)Mliawen  faLsly  ]>e  rihtes  )>at  longcn  to  holy 
cherchef  [803]  And  pleynely  &  generaly  sacrilege 
is  to  )eue  holy  pinge  fro  holy  place  f  or  vnholy 
]>inge  oute  of  holy  place  f  or  holy  ]>inge  oute  of  vn- 
holy place  f 

[^The  Remedy  against  Avarice.'] 


[804]  Novre  scholne  ^e  vnderstonde  f&t  fe  releuynge  of 
Auarice  is  misericorde  &  pite  largely  taken 
U  And  me  myht  axen  whi  pat  mysericorde  &  pite 
is  leleueinge  of  Auarice  f  [805]  Certes  fe  Aiutrice 
man  schewe])  no  pite  ne  misericorde  to  pe  nedfol 
man  1  ffor  he  delite]>  him  m  pia  kepinges  of  his  tresoure  f 
&  not  in  pe  restoreinge  ne  releueinge  of  his  euen- 
ciistenf  Ss  p9tfoTe  spek  .1.  first  of  mysericorde  f 
[806]  IT  past  is  misericord  as  sei])e  pe  philosofre 
a  veitue  hue  whiche  pe  Corage  of  man  is  stored  be  pG 
corage  of  him.  ^Jat  is  my[8]esede  [807]  vpon  whiche 
misericorde  folowe))  pytee  in  perfourmynge  of  charitable 
werkes  of  misericorde.  [808]  And  certes  pes 
menen  man  to  pe  mysericord  of  iheexi  criste  psA, 
him  self  for  oure  gilt  suffred  de])e  for  misericorde  f 
&  for^  vs  oure  originale  sinnesf  [809]  &  pereA)j 
relessed  vs  fro  pe  peyne  of  heli;  and  amynnse])  pe 
peyne  of  purgatorie  be  penitence.  And  jeuej)  gmce 
wett  to  do  &  att  pe  last  pe  ioye  of  heuenf  [810]  II  The 
spices  of  mysericorde  bien  as  for  to  l^ne  &  for  to 
jeuef  Ss  eke  for  to  for^eue  Ss  relese  Ss  hauo 
pyte  in  hcrte  &  to  haue  compassionc  of  pe  moschef  of  pine 
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euecristenef  &  eke  chastice  )}ere  as  nede  is. 
[8ii]  1T*Aiio^re  manere  of  Bemedia  a^eine  avarice  is 
lesonable  largesse  5  Bot  so])el7  here  be-hone^  ye  con- 
sideiacioun  of  ))e  grace  of  ihe^  crtste  &  of  fais 
temporil  goodes  [.  .  .  «o  ^qp  t»  the  MS.'\  perduables 
^at  crist  ^aff  vs  [812]  and  eke  to  haue  rememluranoe  of 
]>e  de])  ]>at  he  schal  recejue  he  note  when  5 
and  eke  ]>at  he  schal  for-gone  al  J^at  he  hajief* 
[.     .     .     .     no  gap  in  the  M8!\ 

[813]  Bot  for  as  mnche  as  summe  foike  hien  Tnme^ur- 
able  men  ouhten  eschiewe  foole  largesse  )»t  men 
clepen  wastf  [814]  Certes  he  ))at  is  foole  large  ne 
3eueJ)  nooht  his  catel  bot  he  lese)»  his  c»telf  U  So)»elj 
what  fringe  ]>at  he  -^eue))  for  veineglorie  as  to 
menstrals  &  to  folke  for  to  beren  his  renonne  in  ^e 
werlde  he  ha]>e  do  synne  &  none  almos 
[815]  Certe3  he  lese))  foule  his  good!  Jiat  he  ne  seke]? 
no  )>inge  of  his  goode  bot  sinne 
[816]  He  is  ylike  to  an  hors  ^at  seke])  raj^er  to  drinke 
drouy  or  tronble  water  fan"  of  y 
clere  weHf  [Si 7]  And  for  as  mnche  as  fei  jene  \er^ 
as  y&i  Bchold  not  jeue  to  he9n  appartenef  ])ilke 
malyson  \ai  crist  schal  lyyen  att  f e  daye  of  dome  to 
hem  J)at  schal  be  dampned  • 

^  Be  gala. 

[818].   . 

A     f ter  Anarice  comme])  glotonye  whiche  is  expresse  eke 

"    \     a^eiiies  fe  commandement  of  godf  Glotonye  is 

^JL.  vnmesurable  appetit  to  ette  or  to  drinke.  or  elles 

to    done    ynbuhe     to     ])e    vnmesorable     &     discorde 

couetise  to    ete  &  to*  drinke  f   [819]  IF   fis  sinne  cor- 

Tumpe))  al  ]?is  wdrlde  as  is  wele  schewde  in  f e  sinne  of 

Adam  &  of  Ena  H  lo  eke  what  seife  seint  Poole  of 

glotonye  f        [82p]         Mony        folke        of        whiche 
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.1.  haue  oft  seide  to  ^owef  &  no  we  .L  seye  it  wepeingef 
])at  ]>ei  bien  ennemys  of  ^e  croyce  of  exist  of 
whiche  pende  is  dej>e5  &  of  whiche  here  wombes  is 
hira  god  &'  hire  glorie  in  confusione  of  hem  pat  so 
saueren  er]>ely  J'ingesf  [821]  H  He  fat  is  vsant  to 
pis  sinne  of  glotonye  he  ne  may  no  sinne  wijnstandef 
He  moste  bae  in  saraage  of  al  vices  for  it  is  p*  deuels 
horde  pere  he  hide])  him  inne  &  reste])f  [822]  H  This 
sinne  ha])  mony  spyces'  pe  first  is  dronkennesse 
pat  is  ))orrible  sepulcre  of  mannes  resounf  And  per^- 
for  whan  pat  a  man  is  dronken  he  ha^  lost  his  reson  f  & 
pia  IB  dedely  sinne  [823]  f  £ot  ceites  whan  a 
man  is  nouht  wonte  to  strannge  drinke  f  ne  peradnentt^re  ne 
knowe])  not  pe  sttenkep  of  p*  drinke  f  or  ha^e  feblesse 
in  his  hedef  or  ha])e  trauailede  )»oruhe  whiche  he  drinke]) 
pe  more  Al  be  he  so  sodanly  cauht  wi])  drinke  it  is  no 
dedely  sinne  bot  venialef  [824]  The  secunde  spice  of 
glotonye  is  pat  pe  spirit  of  man  waxep  al  trouble 
for  dronkenesse  berene^  him  discrecioun  of  his  wittef 
[825]  IF  pe  pted  spice  of  glotony  isf  Whan  a  man 
deyowre])  ^his  mete  &  ha])e  no  rihtfol  manure  of  etyngef 
[826]  U  pe  fer^e  is  whan  ))orwh  grete  abnnd- 
aunce  of  his  mete  J^e  homonrs  of  his  body  biene  dis- 
temperd  [827]  H  ^  .7*.  is  foi^etelnesse  be  to  mechel 
drynkynge  for  whiche  sumtyme  amafl  sufTime  time  a  man  f or- 
3ete))  be  pe  morwe  what  he  dide  att  eue  or  att  p^  nyhte  be-fore  f 
[828]  In  opere  manure  bien  distinket  of  Spices  of 
glotony  after  seint  gregorye .  U  pe  first  is  for  to  ete  to 
fortime  U  pe,  secunde  is  whan  a  man  gete])  him 
to  delicate  mete  [829]  f  p^t  thredef  is.  whan 
a  man  takep  to  muchel  ouere  mesure  IF  pe  terpe.  is 
pe  coriouste  wi])  grete  entent  to  maken  &  appareH 
his  mete,  ^e  fifte.  is  to  ete  to  gredelyf  [830]  pea 
bien  ^e  .y.  fyngres  of  pe  deneles  honde  be  whiche 
he  drawe])  folk  to  sinne 
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[The  Remedy  against  OluUony^ 

[831]  IT  A^eynes  glotonye  isiemedy.  ^abstinenoe  of  bis 
bodif  as  sei}^  Gralienus.  £ot  ^t  hold .L  not  meritorie.  if  ^ 
he  onely  it  do  for  ]w  hde  of  his  bodyf  Id  Seinl 
Austine  wil  ^t  absUnenoe  be  done  for  yertwef  & 
wi)»  padens  [832]  abstinena  he  8ei]»  is  Utel  woifn 
bot  if  a  man  haae  goode wil  ]»6re  to  //And  bot  if  it  be  enforoed 
be  pacience  &  charitef  &  Jrat  men  do  it  Ux 
goddes  saake  &  in  hope  to  bane  ]ye  blisse  of  heoen  1 

[833]  V  ]>e  felawes  of  abstynenoe  bien  attemper- 
ance  Jnit  balde]>  ]w  mene  in  att  ^ingesf  eke 
schame  )»t  eschewe]^  al  diaonestef  snfficeanee  \ak 
sekejy  no  Riche  mete  ne  diinkes  ne  do]>e  no  force  of  no 
owtrage  apparelynge  of  mete  [834]  H  Mesore  also 
)pat  distreyne^  bae  resoun  ]w  delayy  appetite  of  eteingef 
Sobemesse  also  ]»at  restieyne))  ^  outrage  of  drinke. 
[835]  Sparynge  also  jMtt  restreyne))  ]>e  delicate  ese  to 
sitte  att  his  mete  softly  f  wheie-for  snmme  folke 
stonden  of  here  owen  witt  &  to  eten  att  ]»  lasse  layser 

%  De  luniria. 

[836] 

After  glotony.  |)an  comme])  lycheiye  for  |k8 
two  sinnes  bien  so  nyhe  cosines  ]yat  often  tim 
]>ei  wil  not  departef  =  [837]  god  wote  \nR 
■inne  is  displesant  to  godf  for  he  seijy  him 
selfe  do  no  lycheryf//  &  ^ere-fore  he  pnt  grete  peynes 
a^eines  }i\B  sinne.  in  ]>e  olde  lawe  [838]  If  a  worn- 
man  \inSi  were  taken  in  \iia  sinne  sche  scholdo  be 
beten  wM  stones  to  ]>e  de]>f  And  if  sche  were  a  gentil 
womman  sche  scholde  be  sleyne  wtt^  stones  1  And  if  sche 
wer  a  bischopes  douhtere  sche  scholde  be  bemte  be 
goddes  commandement  f  [839]  IT  FoT|)6rmore  be 
sinne   of   licheryc   god    dreynte    al    ))e    werlde    att   \q 
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dilnvel      &     after      he      bemed      .t.      Gytes     wiik 
lybt  &  sanke  hem  in  to  hell: 

[840]  IF  Now  latt  ys  spek  of  )»ilk  foole  stinkynge 
siime  of  licheryf  fat  men  clepen  adaoutre  of  wedded 
folkef  ^t  is  to  sey  if  pat  one  of  hem  be  wedded 
or  elles  bo]>e  f  [841]  Seint  lohfi  Beipe  pai  pai  pe  advowtrers 
schal  bien  in  hell  in  a  stinkinge  bimeinge  fiio 
of  brimstone  for  licheiye  H  In  biimstone  for  pe 
stinkeinge  of  hiio  ordure  5  [842]  Gert^  pe  brinynge  of 
piB  sacrament  is  an  horible  J^ingef  It  was  maked  of 
god  him  self  in  paradise  &  cot»f ermed  be  ihem  criste  as 
sei]>  seinte  Mathowe  in  pe  gospeHf  A.  man  schal  lete 
fader  &  moder  &  take  him  to  his  wif.  And  po 
scholne  bane  be  tuo  in  one  fleschef  [843]  H  This  saciament  be- 
tokene|»  pe  knyttinge  to-geder  of  criste  &  of  holy  chirche 
[844]  If  And  nouhtonely  )}at  god  for-baddeadaontre  in  beddef 
Bot  eke  he  oomnuuided  ^jNit  ))on  scholdest  nonht  coueyte  ))ihe 
neyhebours  wif  [845]  ^  In  pia  best  sei]>e  seint 
Anstine  is  forboden  almanere  Conetise  to  done 
lycheryf  Lo  what  sei)^  seint  Mathewe  .y,  c^  in  pe 
gospel  Jiat  who  so  se))e  a  womman  to  conetise  of  his  luste  he 
hsLpe  done  lycherye  vrip  hire  in  his  hertef  [846]  Here  maye  je 
see  jMtt  not  onelye  pe  dede  of  his  sinne  is  forbode 
bot  eke  pe  desire  to  done  ^at  sinne  [847]  H  piB  cursed 
sinne  aaojep  hem  greuously  pat  it  haunte^f  &  first 
to  here  soule  fibr  he  oblige)^  it  to  sinne  f  &  to  Jie  peyne  of 
pe  de]7e  Jxat  is  perdurable  [848]  V  Vnto  pe  body  anoye^ 
it  greuously  alsol  fibr  it  6nep  him  &  waste]»  himf  & 
of  his  blode  he  make])  sacrifice  yn-to  pe 
fende  of  h^  IF  It  waste])  eke  his  catel  &  his  substance  5 
[849]  &  certes  if  it  be  a  foule  J^ioge  a  man  to  wast 
his  catdi  one  wemmen  i  ^it  is  it  a  fouler  ^inge  whan  pa% 
for  whiche  ordure  wemmen  dispenden  ypon  men  here  catel 
&  here  substance  [850]  IF  pi&  sinne  as  8ei])e  p^  prophite 
bereue])  man  &  womman  her  goode  fame  &  al  hei' 
honour!  And  it  is  ful  plesant  to  pe  deuelf  &  perhj 
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he  Wynne])  ^-  moste  party  of  pi»  werldef 
[851]  IF  And  nht  as  a  marchant  delite|»  him  moate^ 
in  chaffer  ^t  he  ha]>  most  a-vantage  of  Biht 
so  delite^  fe  fende  J^is  ordure  f  // 

[85 2]  J>is  is  }ie  iiofere  honde  of  fe  deael  wit^  .v. 
fingeres  fat  caoche]»  fe  peple  to  his  velanyf  [853]  fe 
first  finger  is  )»e  foola  lokeyngel  of  )»e  foole  man; 
&  of  )»e  foole  womman  )»t  slefra  Biht  as  p&  Basilicoc 
8le)>e  folke  be  fe  yenym  of  his  syhtf  ffor  conetise 
of  ye  ey3en  folowe}^  fe  conetyse  of  fe  hertf  [854]  fe 
iofere  finger  his  pe  yiolence  toucheinge  in  wykked 
manere  f  And  ferioT  sei]>  Salomon .  ])at  who  so 
tonche^  & .  handelej>  a  womman  5  he  iaxef  y4yke  hint 
pat  handele)»  fe  scorpion  jNit  stingej^f  And  sodanly 
slej»6  ])orahe  his  envenymyngef  As  Who  so  towche^ 
warme  piche  Jnit  foule^  his  fingers  [855]  IT  ])e.  ]>red  iaf 
foole  wordes  fni  fare)».y-lyke  fire  ]»at  bime^  i  f&i  riht  aaone 
bime]>  fe  hertel  [S56]  IT  fe  fer^  is. 
kissingel  &  trewly  he  were  a  gpcete  foole  fat  wolde 
kisse  ))e  mou}^  of  a  bimeinge  houen  i  or  of  a  f oraeys  5  = 
[857]  And  more  fooles  bien  ]yei  ^t  kissen  in  yelanyel 
ffor  ^t  mou])e  is  pe  mou]»  of  hdl5  &  namely  fes 
holde  dotardes  hulom^f  ^it  wil  pel  kisse  ftouhe 
fei  may  non^t  do  &  smater  heml  [858}  Certes  )»ei 
bien  ylyke  to  ]>e  honndes .  For  an  homide  whan  he  oomme))  be 
fe  roser  or  be  opere  beautees  ^uhe  he  nude  nouht 
pissef  3itte  wiii  he  lift  vp  his  legge  &  make  coun- 
tenance to  pisse.  [859]  U  And  for  ]»atf  many  wene]> 
fat  yei  male  nou3t  sinne  for  no  likerous  )»at  he  do^ 
vriik  his  wiff  Certe)  pat  opynioune  is  falsi  Grodwote  a 
man  male  sle  him  self  with  his  owen  knyf  f  &  maken 
him  dronken  wit^  his  owen  tunne.  [860]  Certe^ 
be  it  wif  of  childe  or  any  oper  werldely  )dnge  ^t  he 
louej)  be-for  godf  it  is  a  maumet  &  he  is  an  ydolastreS 
[861]  U  Man  scholde  loue  his  wif  be  discredoue 
paciently     &     te^nporalye  f     &     ]>an     is    sche     as     it 
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were  liis  sosteref  [862]  If  )>e  fift  finger  of  pe  deueles 
bonde  is  ]>e  stinkeinge  dede  of  lychexye  f  [863]  Certes  ^e  .v. 
fingers  of  glotonye  ye  fende  putte]>  in  ye  wombe  of  a  manf 
&  -with  yea  .V.  fingers  of  lycheiyf  he  gripe)^  him  be 
ye  reynes  for  to  ^we  him  into  ye  fomeyse  of 
hett  [864]  yere  as  ^ei  scholne  haae  ye  fuyre  &  ye  woimes 
yai  ener  sofeol  lastef  &  -vrepeinge  &  waileinge 
scharpe  hunger  &  ^urste  griselynesse  of  deueles 
yai  schal  al  to  treden  ^Hem  wi]K)uten  respite  &  'Wiih* 
outen  ende  [865]  of  lychery  as  J.  seide  souiden 
diue7'sc  spycesf  as  fomicacion.  ^at  is  be-tuez  man 
&  womman  ^at  bien  not  mariedf  •&  ^  is  dedely 
sinne  &  a3eine8  nature  f  [866]  Al  yai  is  enemy  & 
destruccton  to  natu^'e  is  ajeines  nature  {867]  paffeye  If  ye 
resone  of  a  man  telle])  him  eke  wele  yai  it  is  dedely 
sinne  for  als  muche  as  god  forbad  lycherye  1  =  And  seint 
Poiile  3eue]>e  him  ye  regno  ^at  is  dieu  to  no  whight 
hot  to  hem  ]>at  done  dedely  sinne  [868]  IT  Ano^^re  sinne 
of  lycherye  isf  for  to  be-reven  a  mayden  of  hire  maydenhedef 
fibr  certes  he  ^at  so  do^e  he  take^  a  maiden  oute 
of  ye  hiest  degre  yat  is  in  ))is  present  liff  [869]  & 
bereue])  hire  ^ilke  precious  fmyte  ^at  ye  boke  clex)e^e 
ye  hundred  fruyte.  L  can  nouht  seye  it  in  none  o^ere  weye  in 
ynglische  Bot  in  latine  it  hiht  Centesimns  fructna? 
[870]  Certes  he  ^t  so  do^e  is  cause  of  mony 
damage  &  Telanyes  mo  ])an  any  man  kan  rekeh 
If  Eiht  as  he  sumtyme  is  cause  of  al  ^  damage  yai  bestes 
done  in  ye  feldef  yai  hrekey  ye  hegge  of  ^e  closur 
]>oruhe  whiche  he  distroye])  ^at  may  not  be  restored  f 
[871]  ffor  certes  no  more  maye  maydenhede  hue  re- 
stored! ^an  an  arme  y&t  is  smeten  fro  ^e  body  maye 
retome  a3eine  to  wexf  [872]  Sche  maye  haue  mercye  ]>is 
TTote  .L  wele  if  sche  do  penitence  f  Bot  neuer  schal  it 
be  y&t  sche  nas  corruptef  [873]  If  And  albeit  so  ^at  .1. 
haue  spoken  sumwhat  of  aduowtre  it  is  goods  to  schewen  mo 
periles  yai  longen  to  aduoutre  If  For  to  eschewe  ye  foule 
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sinne  of  [874]  adnontie  f  in  latine  is  for  toseyef  Approcheinge 
to  anopere  manes  beddef  )K)rahe  whiche  )k>  )«t  whilom 
were  fiist  o  flesche  f  abawndon  here  body  to  o^ere  p^rsonee 
[875]  If  Of  ]>is  sinne  as  seij>e  ^  wisman  come^ 
mony  hannesf  fitote  biekinge  of  fei^ef  And  certes 
faij>e.  is  kaye  of  cristendomef  H  [876]  And  whan  yal 
feij>e  is  broke  &  lomef  so^y  cristendome  stant 
wi^  outen  firayief  [877]  IT  ]>is  sinne  is  eke  a 
)>efe  f  ffor  feh  gemenlj  to  speke  is  for  reue  a  wight  his  ^inge 
ajeines  his  wifif  [878]  Certes  )>ts  is  ^  fooleste  pe& 
y&i  nude  buef  whan  a  womman  stele^  hir  body  fro 
her  hosbondef  &  )iue])  it  to  hira  holoore  to  defoule 
hero  &  stele])  hiie  soole  fromme  cristef  &  ^eue])  it  to 
fe  deuel.  [879]  ]>is  is  foolere  peiii  )mn  for  to  breke 
&  stele  ^  chalysf  ffor  ^  aduoutres 
breken  fe  temple  of  god  spyrituelly  &  stolen  y  vessel 
of  grace!  ]>at  is  pe  bodye  Ss  ]>*  soulel  V  For  whiche  criste 
schal  destroyen  hem  as  seij>e  seinte  Poule .  [880]  So^y 
of  ])i8  ]>eft  douted  gretely  losephe  whan  )«t  his  lordes 
wif  preide  him  of  yelanyef  whan  he  seidef  Lo  my  lady 
howe  my  lorde  ha^  take  to  me  vnder  my  warde  al  y&t  he 
haj>e  in  fiB  werlde  ne  no^inge  of  his  onto  of 
my  powers  bot  onely  30  pat  bien  his  wyf  [881]  IT  And 
howe  schold  .L  ^an  do  ^is  wikkednesse  &  sinne  eo 
orrible  ajeines  godf  god  it  forbede 
H  Alas  al  to  litel  is  suche  ttexxpe  no  wey  fonnde  f  [882]  IT  pe 
Jnredde  harme  Is  pe  ieipe  ponshe  whiche  ]>ei  breken 
p*  commandement  of  god.  A  defonlen  pe  autere  of 
here  matnmoygne  pat  is  cristef  [883]  H  For  certes  insomuche 
pat  pe  sacrament  of  Manage  is  so  noble  &  so  digne  So 
muche  it  is  }>e  gretter  sinne  for  to  breke  itf  II  For  god 
maad  manage  in  paradise!  in  )>estate  of  Innocence  to 
molteplie  mankynde  to  pe  scmice  ^of  godf  [884]  Ss 
^^ore  is  pe  brekeinge  ^ere-of  greuousf  Of  whiche 
brekeynge  comme^  fals  heires  often  time  pat  wrongefully 
occnpien  oper  mennes  heritage  1  And  pere  fore  wil  criste  put 
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hem  cute  of  ^e  Eegne  of  heven  ]}at  is  ^e  her3rtage  to  good 
folke  [885]  Of  ^is  brekeinge  comme^e  eke  oft  times  fat 
folke  vnware  wedden  or  siimen  vrip  here  owen  kynred' 
&  namely  ]}il  harlotes  ]>at  hanten  boidelsf  Of  pea 
foole  wemmen  ^at  male  bu  likned  to  a  comime  gonge 
where  as  men  purgen  here  ordurf  [886]  what  sale  we 
eke  of  poytours  pat  lyuen  bi  pe  orrible  sinne  of  puytiye 
And  constreyned  wemmen  ^e  somme  time  his  owen  wif  f  or 
his  childe  as  done  ^es  baudes  to  jelden  hem  a  serteine 
rente  of  her  bodely  putrye  IT  Certes  pea  bien  cursed 
sinnesl  [887]  H  Ynderstande]?  eke  ]>at  aduoutre  is  sette 
gladly  in  ^e  ten  commandementes  f  by-tuex  peft  Ss  man- 
slawhtar  For  it  is  ])e  gretest  ^eft  pat  may  bef  For  it 
is  pQ  pefiQ  of  body  &  soulef  [888]  &  it  is  ylike 
homicide  for  it  kerae]>e  a  tao5  &  breke]i  atao  hem 
pat  first  weren  ymaked  o  flesche  And  ^ere-fore  by  pe  olde 
lawe  ]>ei  scholde  be  sleynef  [889]  H  Bot  na])eles  be 
pe  lawe  of  ihesu.  crist  pat  is  pe  lawe  of  pite  whan  he 
seide  to  pe  wo?nman  |>at  was  fou[n]den  in  adnontref 
and  scholde  hane  slawe  wit^  stones  after  ^ewiH  of  pe 
lewes  as  was  her  lawe  f  H  Gro  quod  ihesu  criste  &  haue  no 
more  wifi  to  do  sinne  f  or  wiUen  no  more  to  do  sinne  f 
[890]  So^y  pe  vengeance  of  advontre  is  awarded 
to  pe  peyne  of  hs^i  bot  it  bue  distroubled 
be  penance .  [891]  H  jette  bien  p&re  mo  spyces  of  pis  cursed 
sinne  as  whan  ])at  one  of  hem  is  religious  or  elles  bo)>ef 
Or  of  folke  pai  bien  entred  vnto  order  as  subdecane 
&  dekenf  or  presto  or  hospitaleres  f  And  euer  pe  hyer  Jiat 
he  is  in  ordre  pe  gretter  is  pe  sinnef  [892}  V  pe 
pvDgea  pat  gretely  agregen  his  sinne  is  pe  brekeinge 
of  his  avowe  of  ehastite  whan  he  receyue])  ordre 
[893]  ^  And  foTpere  owere  so)>e  is  ]>at  holy  holy  ordere  is  chef 
oi  al  pe  tresoure  of  godf  &  his  especial  sinne  &  merke 
of  ehastite  to  schewe  pat  ^i  bien  loyned  to  ehastite  f 
whiche  |>at  is  )ye  most  precious  lif  Jiat  is  [894]  H  And 
eke  pea  ordred  folke  bien  specialy  titlyd  to  godf  =^&oi  pe 
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Special  meyne  of  god  f  ^  ffor  whiche  whan  ]}ei  done  dedely 
fiinne  fei  bien  ^e  special  tr&ytours  of  god  &  of  his 
peplef  for  ^e  leven  of  J^e  peple  to  pieie  for  ^  peplef 
V  And  while  ^ere  biene  stiche  traitours  Here  preyei3  availed 
nouht  to  pe  peple  [895]  H  Pristes  bien  as  aongels  as  hy 
pe  dignete  of  here  mysteriel  ffor  aope  seint  Ponle 
eeipei  ]}at  Sathanas  transforme^e  him  in  Angel  of 
lihtef  [896]  H  So]>elye  pe  preste  ]»t  haunte^ 
«inne  may  bue  lykned  to  pe  angel  of  derkenesse 
transformed  in  pe  Angel  of  lyht  f  IT  He  seme^  an  Angel 
of  lihtf  Bot  for  Bope  he  is  an  AngeH  of  derknease 
[897]  H  Suche  prestes  bien  pe  sonnes  of  of  Belye.  As 
8chewe]>e  in  ^e  boke  of  Kynges  ^at  ])ei  weien  pQ 
sonnes  of  belial  psi  is  ^e  deuel  f  [898]  Belyall  is  to  seyne 
wtt^owten  lugef  &  so  faren  ]>ei  hem  ^enken 
])ei  bien  fre  &  han  none  luge  no  more  ]>an  ha)>e  a  fre 
boH  pat  take])  whiche  kowe  ^at  him  like^  in  pe 
tonne  f  [899]  so  faren  ^ei  bue  wymmenf  ffor  liht  as  a 
ire  bdi  is  ynouhe  for  al  a  toune  ^Eiht  so  is  a  wykked 
pWste  corruped  ynowhe  for  al  a  pansche  or  al  a 
contre  //  [900]  ]>es  prestes  as  seine  pe  boke  ne 
konne  nouht  mynisteiye  of  prestehode  to  pe  peple  5  ne  god 
ne  knowe])  hem  nouht  f  ]>ei  ne  halde  hem  not  apaide  as  sei^ 
pe  boke  of  aopen  flesche  ])at  was  to  hem  ojSred  f  IT  Bot  pei 
toke  be  force  pe  flesche  pat  is  rowe^  [901]  Certes  riht  so 
.pea  schrewes  ne  holden  hem  noujt  apaiede  of  Eoete  flesche 
&  so])en  flesche  wi])  p*  whiche  pe  peple  fedden  hem  in 
grete  reuerencef  Bot  ])ei  woH  haue  rowe  flesche  as  mennes 
wyres  &  here  douhteml  [902]  And  cerfces  pea 
wemmen  ])at  consenten  to  here  harlotries  done  grete 
wronges  to  ciiste  &  to  holy  chirche  &  to  afi  halowes  & 
to  al  sowelsf  ffor  ])ei  be-reven  al  pee  him  ]»t  schold 
worschipen  criste  &  holy  cherche  &  pray  fo[r]  all  cristen 
sowlesf  [903]  And  periove  haue  suche  prestes  &  hezf 
lemmans  eke  pat  consenten  to  here  lycherye  pe  malison 
of  pe   courte   cristen   til    ]>ei   comme   to   amendement. 
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[904]  IT  pQ  pied  spice  of  aduoutre  is  Bumtune  betwene 
a  man  &  his  wif  &  pat  is  whan  pel  taken  no  lewarde 
in  her^  assemblynge  bot  onely  in  his  fUeschely  delite  as 
sei]>  seinte  leromf  [905]  &  ne  reken  of  no]>inge  bot 
att  pei  bien  assembled  be  cause  ])ei  bien  ymaridef 
al  is  good  ynouhe  as  ^inke]?  to  hem  f  [906]  Bot  in  suche 
folk  ha]>e  ]>e  deuel  ponere  as  seide  pe  Angel  Eaphael 
to  thobie .  =  ffor  in  hire  assemblynge  ])ei  puten  oute  iheuB 
criste  of  here  hert  Ss  jaff  hem  self  to  al  oidour 
[907]  U  pe  fer])e  spice  is  pQ  assemblynge  of  hem  pat  bien 
of  her  kinrede  or  of  hem  ])at  bien  of  one  affinite  or 
elles  wij)  hemf  with  whiche  hire  fadres  or  herd  kinred 
ha]>e  deled  wyppe  inne  pe  sinne  of  licherie  f  pis  sinne  make]) 
hem  like  houndes  ^at  taken  no  kepe  of  kinred  f 
[908]  H  And  certes  Parentela  is  in  tuo  maneis  owj^er 
gostelyf  opere  flesslyef  Gostly  as  for  to  delen  wi])  her 

gossebes.  [909]  For  riht  so  as  he  [ 

...  no  gap  in  the  M8!\  is  his  godfader  f  he  is  his  fader 
spirituele  f  For  whiche  a  womman  nude  in  no  lesse  sinne 
assemble  wi^  hire  gossib  poi  wtt^  hire  owen  ffleschely 
htoperei  [910]  H  pe  fifte  spice  is  ]>ilke  abhomynable 
sinne  of  whiche  p?X  no  man  Ynne]>e8  ouht  write  or 
spekef  IT  Nejyeles  it  is  openly  rehersed  in  holy  writtef 

[9xx][. 

no  gap  in  the  MSJ\ 

to  speke  of  orrible  sinne  f  certes  holy  writte  may  not  hue 

dcfoulede    nomore    ]yan    pe    sonne    pdX    schine]?    on    a 

mexen.  [912]  II  Anopere  sinne  ^at  partine])  to  licherye  pet 

comme^  in  slepeingef  &  ]>is  sinne  commej)  oft  to  hem 

poX,  biene  maydensf  And  eke  to  hem  (at  bien  corrupt 

U  &  ]>is  sinne  men  clepen  pollucione  (at  coTTime])  in  .iiij. 

maners  f  [913]  somme  time  of  a  languysseinge  of  bodye  for 

(e  humers    bien   to    rank    &    abundant   in    pe    body 

of  a  man  i  Sumtyme  for  pe  infermete  for  (e  feblenesse  of  (0 

yertue  retentif  as  phisik  make(  mencionf  Somtim  for 

forfete  of  mete  &  drinkef  [914]  And  sume  time  for 
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violence  ]>oulite8  ^t  bien  enclosed  in  mannes  mynde 
whan  he  go^e  to  slepe  whiche  may  not  hue  wiih  outea 
sinne  i  For  whiche  he  may  nojt  kepe  him  wiselye  5  or  dies 
maie  men  sinne  fal  greuonsly 

[The  Remedy  against  Lechery.] 

[915]  H  Nowe  comefy  remedy  f^eines  lycherye  &  yak 
IB  genaraly  chastite  Ss  continence  5  |Mit  re- 
freyne^.  ^al  ]>e  disoideuie  meueinges  ]»t  comen 
of  flesscly  talante3l  [916]  And  eii«re  \\e]  grete  merits 
shal  he  haue  ])at  moste  restreyne])  pe  wykkede  eschaa- 
feinges  of  oidur  of  pis  sinne  f  &  ]>i8  13  in  tuo 
maners  f  fat  is  for  to  seyn  f  chastite  of  Manage  &  chastite 
of  wydewhedef//  [917]  Now  schalt  fou  knowe  ^t 
matrimony  is  leful  assemblynge  of  man  & 
womman  pat  receyue  be  vertue  of  sacrament  fe 
bande  ])oruhe  whiche  pei  nude  not  bu  departed  al  hei« 
liff  pat  is  to  sey  whiles  pei  lenen  bo^l 
[918]  H  ^is  is  as  sei]>e  pe  boko  a  ful  gret  sacrament  f 
God  maked  it  as  ,1.  haue  seide  in  paradise  f  &  wolde  him 
self  bu  borne  in  manage  •  [9 1 9]  IT  And  for  to  halowen  manage 
he  was  at  wedynge  whers  as  he  torned  water  vnto 
"wyne  f  whiche  was  pQ  firste  miracle  ]7at  he  wronhte  here  in 
erj>e  befor  his  deciplesf  [920]  trewe  eJSecte  of 
Mariage  clense}^  fomicacionf  &  replenyschej  holy 
chirche  of  good  lignagef  for  as  pe  ende  of  Mariage 
&  it  chaungep  dedly  sinne  in  to  veniale  be-twex 
hem   ])at   biene    wedded  f    &   make^   )>e   hertes    alone . 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[921]  pis  is  J>e  verrey  maryage  J>at  is  ystabist  be 
god  f  ere  pat  sinne  beganne  5  whan  natural  lawe  was  in  his 
riht  pointe  in  paradise  H  And  it  ordeynedo  ]Mit  o  man 
schold  haue  hot  o  wommanf  &  o  womman  bott  o  manf 
as  sei])  seint  Anstine  be  mony  resones  f 

[922]  first  for  pat  Manage  is  figured  betuez  man  & 
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holy  chiichef  And  ]>at  ofere  is  for  aman  is  ]7e  hede  of 
)>e  wonunan  algate  be  ordinance  it  scholde  be  sol 
[923]  H  For  if  a  womman  had  mo  men  ]>an  onef  Jmui 
schold  sche  hane  mo  hedes  ])an  onef  &  fst  were  an 
orrible  ^inge  to  for  godf  IT  An  eke  one  womman  ne 
myht  nonht  pleiBe  to  mony  folke  att  onesf  And  also 
fere  ne  scbolde  neo^  be  pes  ne  rest  amonges  hem  f  ffor 
eueryche  wold  axe  his  owen  )>ingef  [924]  And 
former  more  no  man  schold  knowe  his  owen  en- 
gendrare  ne  who  scholde  haue  his  heritage!  And  ]>6 
womman  scholde  fe  lasse  be  lonede  ffiro  ^  time  ^t 
sche  were  commie  to  mony  men  f 

[925]  IT  Nowe  commep  howe  ]»t  aman  scholde  bere  him 
wi]>  his  wiff  &  namely  in  tno  ))inges  ^t  is  to 
seye  in  sufi&ance  &  in  reuerenoe  f  And  ^at  schewd  first  criste 
whan  he  maade  first  womman  f  [926]  fibr  he  maad  hir 
nouht  of  y  hede  of  Adam  for  sche  scholde  noujt  hane  to 
grete  lordschipef  [927]  ffor  fere  as  y  womman  h&ye  fe 
maystre  sche  make]>  to  mekel  disaiayef  fere  nede  none 
ensamples  oi  fia  ^  Thexperience  of  ]>is  day  be  day 
ouhte  suffice  [928]  IT  Also  certes  god  ne  maad  no3t 
womman  of  fe  foote  of  Adam  f  ffor  sche  schold  non3t  be 
holden  to  lowe  ffor  sche  cannot  paciently  suffur  f  =  Bot  god 
maad  womman  of  ^e  ribbe  of  Adam .  ffor  womman  scholde 
be  felawe  Tnto  man  f  [929]  IT  A  man  schold  bera  him  to  his 
wif  in  fei^  in  troupe  &  in  louef  as  eeife  seint 
Poulef  fat  aman  schol  lone  his  wiff  As  criste  loue|» 
holy  chirche  fat  loned  it  so  wele  ^at  he  dyed  for  it! 
So  schal  aman  for  his  wif  If  it  were  nede 

[930]  IT  Nowe  bowe  fat  a  womman  schold  be  soubiette 
to  hei'  Husbonde  fat  telle]?  seint  Petei'f  [.  .  .  9to  gap 
in  the  M8,]  [931]  And  eke  as  Beife  fe  decree .  A  womman 
as  longe  as  sche  is  a  wyf  sche  ha])e  non 
auctorite  to  swere  ne  to  here  wittenesse  vfif  outen  lene  of 
herd  hnsbonde  ])at  is  hire  lorde  it  scholde  be  so 
by  resonf   [932]    Sche   scholde  eke  seme   him   in  all 
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honeste  &  ben  atempre  of  here  ^aiayef  T.  wote  wele 
^at  fei  scholden  sette  hire  entente  to  pleae  her  hnft- 
bondea  hot  not  by  here  qweyntise  of  araye  i  [933]  IT  Saint 
lerom-  sei])f  f&t  wyuea  fat  bien  appareled  in  alike 
ne       mowen        nouht       clo])en       hem       in        ihesn 

criste  1  [ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[934]  Seuit  gregori  sei^  eke  fat  no  'wight  aeke}» 
precious  araye  hot  onely  veinglorie  to  be 
honot^red  pQ  more  to  for  pe  peple  f  [935]  IT  It  is  a  giete 
f oly  a  womman  to  haue  a  grete  araye  outewaide  and 
hex'  self  hue  f oole  inwarde  f  [936]  A  wif  scholde  eke  be 
mesurable  in  lokeynge  &  in  bereinge  &  in  lawheiogef 
&  discrete  in  al  here  wordes  &  here  dedesf  [937]  and 
abouen  al  werldly  ])inge8  sche  scholde  loue  her  honsbonde 
wi]>  al  her  hertf  &  to  him  be  trewe  of  hire  bodyel 
[938]  So  schold  an  hnsbond  eke  be  trewe  vnto  his -wif  f 
ffor  serine  f&t  al  ^e  body  is  ]7e  hosbondesf  so  schold 
her  hertes  bien  f  Or  eUes  fere  is  be  tuex  hem  tao  f  as  in 
foX  no  parfit  mariage  [939]  IT  ]>an  schal  aman  vnder- 
stonde  ^at  for  pie  ]>inges  sunan  &  his  wif  aman  &  his  wif 
mowen  assemblenf  IT  }q  first  is  in  entente  of  engen- 
drore  of  children  to  ]>e  se7-uice  of  god  f  IT  For  ccrtes  pat  is 
pQ  cause  fynal  of  Matiymoynef  [940]  Anofd'e  is  to 
3elde  eueryche  of  hem  to  opere  pe  dette  of  his  bodyef 
ffor  ney^ere  of  hem  hap  powere  of  his  owen  bodyef 
The  predde  is  to  eschiew  licheiy  &  Telanyef 
IT  pe  ferjje  forsof^e  is  dedly  sinnef  [941]  IF  As  to  pe 
first  it  is  meritoryef  =  pe  secuTide  alsof  ffor  as  seijye  pe 
decree.  IT  psA  chasip  merite  of  chastite  pat  ^elde]?  to 
her  husbonde  pe  dette  of  hire  bodyef  90  poxiho  it  be 
ajeine  hir  lykeinge  &  ])e  lust  of  here  herte  f  [942]  IT  pQ 
))red  manere  is  veniale  An  trowly  scarcely  mayo 
any  of  pes  hue  -wiUi  outcn  venial  sinne  for  pQ 
corrupcion  &  for  p"  dclitef  [943]  IT  pe  ferpe 
manei'e  is  for  to  vnderstonde  f  and  if  pe  assemble  onelye  for 
mnerous   loue  &  for  none    of    pe  forseide    causea   bot 
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for  accompKce  J>ilke  bimeinge  delitef  fei  rekken 
nouer  howe  often  sojjely  it  is  a  dedely  synnef  IT  And  jitte  with 
soTwe  som  folke  wifi  peynen  hem  more  ])an 
her  appetite  sufiEri])  f 

[944]  IT  ^e  secunde  Manere  of  chastief  is  to  be 
aclcne  wydowe  &  to  eschewo  J^enbraseinge  of  manf 
Ss  to  desiren  ^enbrasinges  of  ihcra  cristf  [945]  IT  The8 
bien  ^0  ])at  haue  buo  wyves  f  &  haue  for  gone  here  has- 
bondes  1[  And  eke  wemmen  ])at  haue  done  lycheryo  &  bion 
reloued  by  penance  f  [946]  And  certez  if  J)at  a  wif 
cou]>e  keper  al  chaste  be  lycence  of  hire  hnsbonde  so 
fat  sche  nere  none  occasion  pat  he  argilte  it 
were  to  hire  a  grete  meritef  [947]  IF  Thes  manero 
of  wemmen  ))at  obseruen  chastite  moste  bue  clene  in  horte 
as  welo  as  in  body  f  &  in  ])onht  f  &  mesurable  in  clo]>einge 
&  in  countenance!  Abstinent  in  etynge  & 
drinkeinge  in  spekeinge  //  &  in  dede  f  Ss  ]>an  is  sche  fo 
vessel  of  ])e  boyste  of  fe  blissed  Magdalene  ]>at 
f ulBlle]>  holy  chirche  ful  of  good  odoure  f  [948]  IT  pe  preddo 
maner  chastite  is  virginitef  IT  And  it  be-houe])  ]}at  sche 
bo  holy  in  herte  &  clene  of  body!  fan  is  sche 
spouse  to  ihesvL  cnstf  IT  And  sche  is  ]>e  lif  of  Angels  f 
[949]  Bche  is  ])e  preiseinge  of  ^is  world  f  And  sche  is  as 
])es  martires  in  Eegalite  f  Sche  ha}>e  in  hire  pat  tunge  may 
not  tdif  [950]  Tirginite  bare  oure  loide 
ih^^u  crist  &  Tirgine  was  him  self  f 

[951]  ^  Aixopere  remede  ajeines  licherie  is  to 
vrip  draw  suche  ])inge8  ])at  ^euen  occacion  to  pUko 
velany  f  As  ese .  &  eteyuge  &  drinkeinge f  ffor  certez  whan. 
^J>e  potte  boylej)  strongelye  fe  best  remedye  is  to  wttA- 
drawe]>^firef  [952]  Slcpeingelangein  grete quiete is  eke agreto 
norische  to  licheiye  f 

[953]  ^  Anojjere  remedye  a3eincs  lycherie  is  pat  a 
womman  or  a  man  eschiewe  compaignye  of  hem  be 
wiche  he  doutop  to  be  tempted!  ffor  albeit  so  pat  pe 
dede   be   wM-stande   jite    is    pere    grete   temptacionof 
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[954]  So])ely  a  -v^hite  watt  alJ)oahe  it  bime  noulit 
ffully  be  stykynge  of  a  candel  f  3it  is  fe  vfal  blakke  of  ^ 
leyte  [955]  ful  oft  timef  IT  .1.  rede  ]>at  noman  trnste  in 
his  owen  perfeccione  f  bot  he  be  8t[r]onger  Jiaa  Sampson . 
Holiere  ]>an  Daaid .  wiser  ]>an  Salomon 

[956]  IT  Nowe  after  ^at  .L  haue  declared  30we  as  .L  can 
of  fo  yij.  dedely  siimes  and  sufne  of  here  braxmches  & 
her  remedies f  So])e  iff  7.  cou])e  .L  wolde  tel  ^owe  fe 
ten .  commandementes  f  [95  7]  Bot  so  hihe  a dottrine  .1.  lete  to 
devines  f  Na]>eles  .1.  hope  to  god  ^ei  bien  touched  in  ^is 
tretise  eue^yche  of  hem  aH 

De  .2*.  part*  jfeDitencte 

[958] 
1^1  Ow  for  as  muche  as  pe  secnnde  parte  of  penitef 

JL  1    stant  in  confessiotm  of  mou])ef  as  .L  began  in  fe 

chapetref         I.         seye         seint         Anstine        sei^S 

[959]   Sinne  is  enerj  worde  &  enery   dede  &  al    ^t 

men  coueyten  a^eines  fe  lawe  of  ihesu  cristef  and   Jns 

for  to  sinne  in  herte  in  mouj^e  &  in  dede.  be  J^ine  .v. 

wittes     ]>at     bien     siht     hereinge     smelinge     tasteinge 

or  sauermge  &  feleinge.  [960]  IT  Nowe  is  it  goode  to 

vndeistoDd   )»e  circuTnstance  ^t  aggregen  muchel  enerj 

sinne  [961]  V  ^ou  schalt  consider  what  fou  ert  ^t  dost 

pG   sinne  whe]>6re  ]>ou   be   male  or  female,    jonge    or 

olde.    gentil    or  prM.  free  or   s^raant    hole  or  sekef 

wedded    or    sengel.  'orderde    or    nou^t    wise    or    fool. 

Gierke  or  seculerf  [962]  if  sche  be  of  ]>i  kinred  bodely 

or  gostely  or  nonef   If  any  of  ]>i  kinred  bane  sinnecl 

wif  hire  or  none  f  &  mony  moo  ])inges  f 

[963]  IT  J>e  ojjere  circuTTistance  is- ^r.wheper  it  be 

done  in  fomicacione  or  none  i  Or  in  adodnlre  5  or  inceste  or 

none  f  Mayden  or  none  5  In  manere  of  homicide  or  none 

orrible    grete    sinne     or    smal.    An    howe     longe     foa 

continued   in   sinne   =    [964]   J>*   J>red    circumstance  is 

f 0  place  where  fou  haste  done  sinne  f  Whefere  in  ofen 
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xnennes  hous  or  in  fine  owen  In  ielde  or  in  cherche  or  in 
chirclie  hawe  In  chirche  dedicate  or  none  5 
[965]  For  if  ))e  cherche  were  halowed  and  man  or  womman 
spilled  his  kinde  in  ynp  pat  place  be  waye  of  sinne  or  be 
wykked  temptacione  pe  chirche  were  enterditedf  til  it 
were  reconsiled  be  ]}e  Bischopf  [966]  And  ])e  pnste 
scholde  beenterdited  ]>atdidesacheavelanye  to  termeof  al  his 
lif  f  he  scholde  no  more  singe  massef  &  if  he  dide  he  schold  do 
dedelj  sinne f  att  euery  time  at  euery  time  att  he  sange  massef 
[9^7]  H  P^  ter^  circunzstance  is  be  whiche  mediat- 
ours  as  be  messangeres  or  for  enticement  or  for  enticement  or  for 
consentment  to  here  oompaigne  wi])  felawschipef  ffor 
mony  a  wrecche  for  to  bore  compaigny  wil  go  to  ))e 
deuel  of  heti  [968]  IT  For  ])ei  ]>at  eggen  or  con- 
senten  to  ])e  sinne  bien  partiners  of  J^e  sinne  & 
of  pe  dampnacion  of  pe  sinner 

[969]  IT  fe  .V.  isf  howe  monye  times 
])at  he  ha^  sinned  f  &  it  be  in  his  myndef  &  howe  oft 
])at  he  haj^e  faHf  [970]  fifor  he  ])at  oft  falle])  in  sinne 
dispice])  fe  mercie  of  godf  And  encrese))  his  sinne 
&  is  ynkinde  to  godf  &  he  wexe^  pe  more  fcblo 
to  wi^stonde  sinne  f  and  sinne])  ]>e  more  lyhtlycr 
[971]  ^and  ])e  latt^^r  arise]>f  and  is  )^e  more  eschewo 
to  schriven  him  &  namely  to  him  pat  haj)e  bue  his  Con- 
fessourf//  [972]  ffor  whiche  paA,  folke  when  ])ei  f^  a3eine 
in  here  olde  folyes  oft  pei  for-leten  here  confessou;:s 
al  7tterlye  or  elles  ^ei  departen  her  scrift  in  diuers 
place  f  Bot  soJ)ely  suche  departed  schrift  deseue^  no 
mercy  of  god  of  his  sinnesf  [973]  IT  J>e  vj*.  Circum- 
stance IB  ])is  f  whi  f&i  a  man  sinnep  as  be  whiche  temptacion  i 
And  if  him  self  procure  pilk  temptacione  or  be  ex- 
citinge  of  oferQ  folke  or  if  ]>ou  sinne  vnp  a  womman  be 
force  or  be  hir  owen  assent  [974]  or  if  pQ  womman 
mawgre  hire  hede  haj^e  bue  enforced  or  none  fis 
schal  30  teHf  ffor  couetise  or  for  pou^tef  & 
if  it   was  here  procureinge   or  none  &  sucho   manere 
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hameys  [975]  IT  fe  .vij.  drcamstanoe  is  in  wliat 
maneie  he  h&p  done  his  sinne  or  none  or  howe  jut  he  bf 
suffiyd  howe  folke  han  don  to  hire  f  [976]  of  ye  same  schal 
pe  man  tel  pleynely  al  drcnmatance  A  irheK 
he  ha]>  sinned  i  with  commune  boidel  wynmien  or  none 
[977]  ^'  <^o^^  ^  sinne  in  holy  times  or  nonef  in  iiui- 
inge  times  or  none  or  be-fome  his  schrif  t  or  altere  his  Litter 
schrift  [978]  Ss  ha^*  par  aduentnre  broken  ferorfoie  his 
penance  enioyned.  by  whos  &  whos  consel,  by 
sorcery  or  craft  f  al  must  be  tolde  [979]  ^ 
fingea  after  fat  fei  bien  grete  &  smale  Engregen  )e 
conscience  of  manf  &  eke  fe  ^reste  fa^  is 
pi  luge  may  pQ  better  hue  ayised  of  his  lugement  in 
^eueinge  of  ]>ine  penauncef  And  ]>at  is  after  pine  contiidonef 
[980]  IT  For  vnderstandefy  wele  ])at  after  pe  time  ))at  aman 
hsLpe  defouled  his  Baptime  by  sinne  if  he  inl  comme  to 
saluacionf  pere  is  none  opere  weye  hot  be  penytenoe 
&  schiift  &  satisfactione .  [981]  And  namely  hj\po  tuol 
if  pere  be  a  confossour  to  whiche  he  may  schiiue  him 
IT  And  ^e  }>red  if  he  haue  lif  to  perf  orme  it  f 

[982]  ])an  schal  man  loke  &  consider  if  he 
wil  make  a  trewe  &  profitable  confessione  pen 
moste  hue  foure  condiciones  f  =  [983]  Firste  it  must  be  in 
sorwful  bittemesse  of  hert  IT  As  seif  e  pe  kinge  ezechiel  f =To 
god  .1.  wil  remembre  me  al  30  jeres  of  my  lif  in 
bittemesse  of  myne  herte  f  [984]  IT  J)is  condiciotm  of  bitter- 
nosse  hope  .v.  signesf  pe  first  is  ])at  confession  most 
be  schamefaste  not  for  to  koueme  ne  to  hiden  his  sinne  f  = 
bot  for  he  ha^  argilte  his  god  &  defouled  his  sonlef 
[985]  And  here  of  seijj  seinte  Austinef  IT  The  hert 
travaile])  for  schamo  of  his  sinne  f  &  for  he  ha^  grete 
schamfastnes  he  is  digne  to  haue  grete  mercyef 
[986]  whiche  was  pe  confession  of  ^e  puplicane  psi 
wolde  not  houe  vp  his  eyjen  to  heuenf  flPor  he  hadde 
offended  god  of  heueuf  fiEbr  whiche  schamfastnesse  he 
had  anone  po  me^'cy  of  god  [987]  IT  And  jwrefore  seif 
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aeint  Aastine.  ]}at  suche  schamefast  folke  bien  next 
for-jeuenesse  &  remission  [988]  IT  ^at  o]>ere  signe  is 
humilite  of  confessionef  of  whiche  seipe  seint  Petre. 
VmbleJ>  30W  vnder  Je  miht  of  of  godf  IT  J>e  honde  of  god 
is  myhti  in  confession!  For  }erebj  god  fo[r]3eueJ)  fe 
sinnesf  for  he  alon  ha]>  fe  poweref  [989]  &  ]>i3 
humylite  schal  be  in  herte  &  in  signe  ontewardef  For 
riht  as  he  ha]>  hiunylite  to  god  in  his  herte.  Eiht  so 
schold  he  humblen  his  body  outwarde  to  ]}e  praste  pat  sitte]) 
in  ^goddes  place  f  [990]  for  whiche  in  no  maner  se]>en  fat 
crist  is  souereignef  &  pe  preate  mene  &  mediatour  be 
tuex  criste  &  pe  sinner  f  And  pe  sinner  is  ]>e  last 
be  weie  of  resot^nf  [991]  ])an  scholde  not  y  sinner  sitte 
also  hihe  as  his  confesso2^r  bot  knele  be-fome  hiTn  or  att 
his  fete  bot  if  malady  distourbe  it  f  for  he  schal  not  take 
kepe  who  sittej>  fere  bot  in  wos  place  J>at  he  sitteff 
[992]  IT  A  man  ]>at  hap  trespassed  to  alorde  &  commepe  to 
axe  mercye  f  &  maken  his  accorde  &  sitte  him  doune  anone 
by  ]>e  lorde  f  men  wolde  holde  him  outrageous  &  nouht 
worfi  so  sone  to  haue  remissione  ne  mercye  f  [993]  IT  fo 
.iij.  signe  is  J^ot  fi  schrift  scholde  be  ful  of  teres  if 
man  may  wepe  f  And  if  man  maie  not  wepe  wif  his  bodely  ey^en 
lat  him  wepe  in  his  herte  f  [994]  Suche  was  ]>e  confessione 
of  seinte  Peter  f  ffor  after  ]>at  he  hadde  for  saake  ihera  criste 
he  went  oute  &  weppet  ful  bitterly!  [995]  IT  J>ef  iiij. 
signe  is  pat  he  let  not  for  his  schame  to  schewe 
his  confessione.  [996]  Suche  was  fe  confession  of  ]re 
Magdaleyn  for  sche  spared  for  no  schame  of  hem  pat  weren 
att  pe  fest  for  to  go  to  oure  lorde  ihe^u  criste  f  &  be-knowe 
to  him  hire  sinne  [997]  IT  pe  .v.**  signe  pat  aman 
or  womman  be  obeisant  to  receyue  pe  penance  pat 
is  him  enioynedef  IT  For  certes  ihe^u  criste  for 
pe  giltes  of  o  man  was  obediente  to  pe  depe 

[998]  IT  pe  secunde  condicion  of  verreye  confessi[on] 
is  pat  it  be  hastily  donef  For  certes  if  aman  had  a 
dcdly  wounde  euer  pe  langer  pat  he  tariep  to  warische 
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him  selff  ])e  more  wolde  it  corroptef  and  baste  him  to 
his  de])e  &  eke  ]>e  wounde  wolde  be  pe  wers  for  to 
helef//  [999]  And  riht  so  iaxep  sinne  ]Mit  longe 
time  is  in  a  man  Tnschewdef  [1000]  Gertes  aman  ouht 
hastely  to  scheve  his  sinne  for  mony  cause  as  for  drede 
of  de^  ]>at  comme]>  oft  sodanly  f  &  is  in  no  certeine  what 
time  it  schal  be  ne  in  no  place  f  and  eke  fe  diecchinge 
of  0  sinne  drawe])  ine  Anopere  [xooi]  &  eke  ye  longer 
]>at  he  tarie^  p*  ierpevQ  Ib  he  fro  cristef  &  if  he  abide 
ynto  his  last  daye  skarsly  may  he  schriue  him  or 
amend  him  for  his  sinnes  or  repent  him  for  fe 
greuous  malady  of  his  de])ef  [1002]  IT  And  for  as  muche  as 
he  ha])  nouhte  in  his  lif  herkened  ihem  criste  whan  he 
h&pe  spoken  vn  to  himfhe  schal  crienvnto  oarelordeih^m  criste 
att  his  last  dayef  And  scarsely  wU  he  herken  him  [1003] 
IT  Ynder  stonde  ^at  pis  condicione  most  haue  f onre  ^inges  i 
])i  schrift  moste  bien  purreide  be-fome  &  avised  5  = 
for  wykked  haste  do]>e  no  prophete  &  peX  aman  con 
schriue  him .  of  his  sinnes  be  it  of  pride  ey^ere  of  envie  f  An 
so  forpe  wi]>  pe  spices  &  po  circumstannces  f  [1004]  And  pai 
he  haue  comprehended  in  his  mynde  ]>*  nombre  &  pe 
gretnesse  of  his  sinnes  f  &  howe  longe  psi  he  hsp  leyne 
in  sinne  [1005]  &  eke  )^at  he  bue  contrite  of  his  sinnes  f 
And  in  stedfast  p?irpo3  by  pe  grace  of  god  neu^re  efte  to 
fal  a-jeine  in  sinne  f  And  eke  pat  he  drede  &  contrewaite 
him  self  ))at  he  flic  ^e  occasions  of  sinne  to  whiche  he 
is  enclined .  [1006]  IT  Also  ])at  ]>on  schal  schriue  p*  of  al 
])i  sinnes  to  omanf  &  nouht  parcel  mele  to  oman  & 
parcel  mele  to  a  nopere  man  f  pat  is  to  vnderstonde  in  entent 
to  parten  ]>ine  confessione  as  for  schame  or  drede  f  for  it 
is  bot  ^bot  stranglinge  of  Jine  soule  IT  [1007]  For  certes  ihesu 
criste  is  al  goodef  In  him  is  none  imperfeccione  f  & 
pcrfore  euer  he  for-jeuej)  perfytlye  or  eUes  neuer  a 
dele.  [1008]  IT  I  saye  note  if  ))ou  be  assigned  to  pe 
penitancere  of  certeyne  sinne  pat  pou  ert  boiinden  to 
schew  him    al    pe   remenant    of    p^    sinnes    of   whiche 
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fon  hast  bne  schTenen  att  pi  Curate  f  bot  if  it  like  ^e 
of  fine  hnmylite  IT  Jis  is  no  (lepar[t]inge  of  schreft  f  = 
[1009]  ne  .1.  saye  not  fere  as  .1.  speke  of  ditiision  of  confes- 
sione  if  ]>at  fon  hane  lycence  for  to  schriue  f e  to  a  discrete 
&  an  honeste  preste  f  &  where  f  e  likef  e  //  &  be  fe  licence 
eke  of  ]>ine  curate  pat  fou  ne  maiste  wel  schriue  fe 
of  al  j)i  smnes  [loio]  bot  late  no  blot  bue  by-hindef 
lete  no  sinne  vntolde  as  fer  as  ]}ou  haste  remem- 
brance f  [ion]  IT  And  whan  Jou  schalte  bu  schriuen  of  }>* 
Curate .  Tel  him  eke  of  al  ]>e  sinnes  ]>at  ]>ou  hast  done  f 
sepj^e  ]>ou  were  last  y-schryuen  f  as  pis  is  pe  wikked  entent  of 
deuysion  of  schrif t 

[10 1 2]  IT  Also  pe  verrey  schrif t  axep  certeyne  con- 
diciones.=:  First  pat  pou  schriue  pe  be  pi  fre  wyl 
nouht  constreyned  ne  for  schame  of  folke  ne  for  malady 
or  suche  pingesf  IT  For  it  is  reson  pat  he  pat  trespas 
be  his  fre  will  [.  ,  .  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS."]  confesse  his 
trespacef  [1013]  None  opere  man  schatel  his  sinne 
bot  he  him  self  f  ne  schal  no3t  nay  it  or  denye  his  sinne  f 
ne  wreppe  hime  a3eines  pe  preste  for  his  amonyscheynge 
to  lete  sinne  [1014]  IT  pe  condicion  is  pat  pi 
schrifb  be  lawfull  pat  is  to  sey  pou  pat  schryuep 
pef  &  eke  pe  preste  pat  herep  p'  confession  bien 
verrei  in  pe  faype  of  holy  cherche  [10 15]  IT  And  pat 
aman  be  nouht  despeirede  of  pe  mercie  of  ih^^  criste  f  as 
Kay  me  or  ludas  [10 16]  IT  And  eke  aman  most  accuse 
him  of  his  owen  trespas  f  &  nouht  a  noperef  bot  he 
schal  blame  &  wyten  him  self  of  his  owen  malice  of  his 
sinne  &  none  op6re  [10 17]  Bot  napeles  if 
anope7*e  man  bue  encheson  or  entysep  of  his  sinnes  f  Or  pat  if 
pe  state  of  a  persons  bu  suche  poruhe  whiche  his  sinne  is 
agregede  or  elles  pat  he  may  not  pleynely  schriuen  him 
bot  he  tel  pe  persons  whiche  he  hape  sinned  wip 
pen  maye  he  tel  it  [1018]  so  pat  is  entent  ne  be  not 
to  bakbite  pe  person  f  bot  onely  to  declare  his  con- 
fession f 
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[1019]  ]»oa  schalt  not  eke  make  no  lesinge  in 
fi  confeesionef  fifor  humilite  peraduenttire  to  aeie 
fat  foTL  hast  done  sinnes  of  whiche  j»on  were 
neuer  gilte  [1020]  IT  Foi  seinte  sei^f  If 
]>oa  becanse  of  hnmylite  makest  I^singo 
of  ]>i  self  povhe  fou  ne  were  nou^t  in  sinne  a  fome 
jit  ert  }K)a  |Mtn  in  sinne  ]K>rahe  ]>i  lessinges  [102 1] 
IT  ]k)u  mnste  eke  schewe  fi  sinne  by  fi  propre 
mon]re  bot  pou  be  wax  dpmmef  &  nonbt  be  no 
letter  f  ffor  pon  ^t  bast  don  sinne  fon  schalt  bane 
])e  same  confesse  [1022]  IT  fou  schalt  nonjt  eke 
peynte  ^i  confession  be  faire  &  subtile  woides  to  keuer 
)^  more  fi  sinne  f  ffor  Jian  begiles  fou  fi  self  & 
not  pQ  pristef  ]7on  most  tel  it  platlye  be  it 
neiiere  so  foule  ne  so  omblef  [1023]  ]k>ti  scbalt 
schrine  ^e  eke  to  a  pnste  ]>at  is  discrete  to  coimseil  ))e  5  & 
eke  fou  schalt  nouht  schriue  f e  for  veyne  glorye  ne  for 
ypocrisye  ne  for  no  cause  bott  onely  for  ye  doute  of 
ihe^u  cristef  &  y  hele  of  ]n  soulef  [1024]  ^  ^u 
schalt  not  eke  rinne  to  fe  pr'iste  al  sodenly  to  tel  him 
^ine  sinne  as  who  so  telle])  a  lape  or  a  talef  bo 
avysyly  &  wife  grete  deuocyonf  [1025]  &  generaly 
schriue  pQ  ofte.  ^if  often  fatt  of  arise  bo 
confessionef  [1026]  &  if  fou  schriue  fe  ofter 
J^an  ones  of  sinne  of  whicho  ]k)U  haste  buc  schryuen  it  is 
pe  more  merite  &  as  seijie  seint  Aastinef  Jkhi 
schalte  haue  J^e  more  lyhtly  relesinge  &  ]^e  grace  of  god 
bo]>e  of  sinne  &  of  peynef  [1027]  An  certes  ones  a 
jere  att  pa  lest  weye  it  is  lawful  for  to  bue  houselde  i  for 
so))cly  ones  al  J^inges  renouellen  f 

De  Satis&cc^ne 
1028] 

Ow  haue  .L  toldc  of  verrey  confession   fat  is   fo 

JL  ^    secunde  ]partB  of  penitence  f 
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[1029]  IT  ])e  ))redde  parte  of  penitence  is  satisfaccione  f  & 
fat  stant  generaly  in  almes  &  in 
bodely  peynef  [1030]  Nowe  bien  fere,  frey 
manere  of  almesf  contr&'cion  of  hert  fat  a  man 
opennef  him  self  to  godf  Anoferef  is  to  haue  pete  of 
fo  defaute  of  his  lysyhboursf  IT  fe  fred  is  in 
3eueinge  good  counsel  &  coTTif  ort  gostly  &  bodelye  where  men 
hane  nedef  Ss  namely  in  sustinance  of  mannes  foodef 
[103 1]  &  take  kepe  fat  a  man  hafe  nede  of  fes 
finges  generaly  f  he  hafe  nede  of  foode  of 
clofinge  of  herboruhef  he  hafe  nede  of  charitable 
conselyng  &  avisetinge  in  prison  f  &  maladyef  Ss 
sepulture  of  his  dede  bodyef  [1032]  &  if  fou  maiste  not 
viset  fe  nedefoH  wif  fi  personef  viset  him  wif 
messages  &  fi  jeftesf//  [1033]  fes  bien  fe  general 
almes  &  werkes  of  charite  of  hem  fat  haf  Temperel 
riches  or  discrecion  in  counselingef  IT  Of  fes  werkes 
schalt  fou  here  of  f e  daie  of  dome  f 

[1034]  fes  almos  schal  fou  done  of  fine  owen 
propre  finges  f  And  hastely  &  priuely  if  fou  maiste 
[1035]  IT  Bot  nafeles  if  fou  maye  nouht  done  hit  priuelj'e 
fou  schalt  nouht  for  here  to  done  almos  nere  adel  f  ouhe  men 
it  see  f  So  fat  it  be  nouht  ydo  for  f e  f onke  of  f e  werlde  f  bot 
onelytohaue  f  e  f  onke  of  oure  lorde  ihe«u  cristlT  [1036]  For  as 
wittenesse  seint  Mathewe  .5.  A  Cite  male  not  hue  hidde 
fat  is  on  a  mowntan  sette  f  Ke  men  lyhten  not  a  lanteme  f  & 
put  it  vnder  a  buschett  f  bot  men  settef  it  on  a  candel- 
stik  to  lyhten  fe  men  in  fe  house  f  [1037]  Eiht 
so  schal  ^oure  liht  afome  men  fat  f  ei  maie 
seene  )oure  good  werkes  f  and  glorifien  joure  fader  fat  is  in 
heuen 

[1038]  IT  Nowe  as  to  speke  of  bodely  peine  it  stant  in 
pieyer.     ip,    wakeinges    in     fastinge     A    in    vertuus 
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techeinge  of  orisons  [1039]    IT   3^   scliol  vnder  sionde 
^at  oiisons  or  pieyers  is  for  to  seye  a  pytous  wil  of 
hert    ))at    redresse])    in    god    &    expressed    be     worde 
outewazde    to    lemowe    haimeal    &    to    haae     finges 
espiritnel    &    durable  f    &    somtyme    temporal     yinges 
of  wbiche  oiisonesf  certez  in  fe  orsones  of  ]ie  pat^  noetet 
hafe  ihesu.  criste  enclosed  most  j^ingesf   [1040]  Certea 
it  is  pnueleged  of  Jirey  ]>inge8  in  bis  dignite  For  whicbd 
it  is  more  digne  ])an  any  o^^re  preyeref  fifor  ]>at  ihega 
const  bim  self  maked  it  f  [1041]  &  it  is  scborte  for  it  scbolde 
be    konde     more     libtlye    &    for    to    'wiJ)e-bolde     it 
more   esily  in   bertef    &  belpen  bem  self  J^offtei'  irip 
ponsoni  [1043]  And  for  aman  scbold  be  ]ra  lasse  were 
to  sey  it  f  And  for  a  man  may  nonbt  excnsen  bim  to  lexen 
it  for  it  is  so  scbort  &  so  Esye  Ss  for  it  comprebendij»  in  it 
selfe  al  goode  preyersf  [1043]  ^  1^  exposiciotoi  of  ^is 
boly  preyer  Jrait  is  so  excellent  &  digne  .L  be-take  to 
])es  Maystres  of  Tbeologie  sane  ^us  mncbe  wil  .L  seyne  5 
^t  wban  fon.  preyest.  ^])at  god  scbold  for  ^enen  fe  ]d 
giltes   as   you  forjeuest   bam*   fat  agilten    ^   be   fnl 
wilf  war  {lat  ^ou  be  not  oute  of  cbaritef  [1044]  IT  pis 
boly  orison  amenuse])  eke  yenyal  ainnef   And  ^€refor 
it  app^rtene))  specialy  to  penytence  f  [>  ms.  hna] 

[1045]  ^  l'^  preyer  most  bn  trewly  seide  in 
yerray  iai})e  &  fat  men  prey  to  god  ordinatelyf  dis- 
cretely &  deuoutely  f  IT  Alweye  aman  scbal  pat  bis  wille 
to  be  subiecte  to  )>e  wil  of  godf  [1046]  IT  Jns  onson 
most  eke  be  seide  with  grete  bomblesse  &  pure 
bonestly.  &  noubt  to  anoyance  of  any  manf  or  womman. 
IT  It  moste  eke  be  continued  with  p^  werkes  of  charite  f  = 
[1047]  It  ayayle^  eke  i^eynes  fe  vices  of  pe  soule  f  %  For  as 
sei)^  seint  lerom!  Be  fastinge  bien  saued  pQ  yices  of 
flescbef  &  be  preiers  pQ  vices  of  soulef 

[1048]  After  j»is  ]^oa  scbalt  vnderstand  pak 
bodely  peyne  stant  in  wakeyngef  IT  For  ibem  cnste  seijpef 
wake])     &     praye])     pat     }e     ne     enter     in     wikked 
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temptacione .  [1049]  3^  scholn  vnder  stand  fsi  fiastr 
inge  stant  in  ]7ie  }>inge8  f  =  In  f  or  beringe  of  bodely  mete 
&  drinkef  &  in  for  bennge  of  weildly  lolyteesf  &  in  for- 
beringe  of  dedely  sinnef  ))is  is  to  seye  ])at  aman  scbal 
kepe  him  fro  dedely  sinne  f  wi]?  al  his  myht  f 

[1050]  IT  And  ))oii  schalt  ynderstand  eke  p&t  god 
ordeyned  fastingesf  And  to  fastinges  appa;'tenen  .iiij. 
])ingesf  [105 1  ]  largenesse  to  poner  folkef  Gladnesse  of 
hert  espirituel:  noi^ht  to  be  angred  ne  to  be  anoyedf  ne 
to  grocche  for  he  faste])  f  and  also  att  resonable  owre  for  to 
ete  be  mesuie  f  pat  is  to  saye  Jiat  aman  schold  nonht  eten  in 
vntyme  ne  sitte  ^e  langer  att  his  table  for  he 
faste]?  f 

[1052]  ^  ])an  schalt  ]>on  vndeistand  ]>at  bodely 
peyne  stant  in  discipline  or  techeinge  be  worde  or  be 
writeinge  f  or  by  ensample  f  Also  in  wereinge  of  heyres  ey^ere 
of  Stamyne  f  ey]?[er]e  of  haberione  on  her^  naked  flesshe  for 
criste  sake  &  suche  manere  penaimces  f  [i  05  3]  Bot ware  J^e  wele 
^at  suche  manere  penatmces  make  nonjt  J^ine  hert^ 
bitter  or  angry  anoyed  of  Jiine  self  IT  For  better  is  to  kast 
awaie  ]dne  heire  ])an  for  to  cast  awey  fe  swettnes  of  onre 
lordef  ihesvL  criste  [1054]  IT  And  fereiote  seijie  seinte  poulef 
Clo))e  30we  as  ^ei  p&i  bien  chosen  of  god  in  hert  of 
mysericorde  debonartef  suffrance.  And  suche  maner  of 
do))ingef  of  whiche  ihera  criste  is  more  appaied  ]>an  of 
heyre  or  of  Aberion  f 

[1055]  H  J?an  is  discipline  eke  in  knokynge  on 
\^  brestef  in  scouregeinge  with  ^erdes  in  knelyinge  in 
tribnlacions  f  [1056]  In  suflOinge  paciently  wronges  ^t 
bien  done  to  him  f  &  eke  in  pacient  sufirance  of  Maledies 
or  leainge  of  werldly  Catelf  or  wyf  or  childe  or 
ofere  frendes  f 

[1057]  H  fan  sohal  pou  ynderstande  -wiche  ))inge 
distourben  penance  f  &  ]^is  is  in  fie  maners  f&t  is 
diede  schame  hopef  &  wanhopef  faX  is  desperacione  f 
[1058]  And  for  to  speken  firste  of  drede  f  for  whiche  he 
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wencji  ^at  he  may  sufiTur  no  penaunce  [1059]  fere 
ajeines  is  remedye  for  to  pmke  p&t  bodely  penaunce  is 
bot  schort  &  lytel  att  fe  regard  of  fe  peyne  of  beB  fat 
is  cmel  &  so  longe  ^t  it  lastej)  vnp  onten  ende  f 

[1060]  IF  Now  a^eines  ]>e  scbame  fat  aman  h&ye  to 

schiyuen  him  f  [ 

no  ffop  in 

the  M8.^  [1061]  A3eiiies  ]>e  schame  schal  a  man  J^inke  ]jai 
by  f^  waye  of  resoun  fat  he  ]7at  haj^e  noiiht  bue  aschamed  to 
do  foule  J^ingesf  Certes  him  ouhte  not  ^bue  aschamed  to 
do  faire  ^inges  &  goode  })inge8  f  &  fsX,  is  confessions  5  [1062] 
Aman  schold  J^inke  faX,  god  se^  &  wote  al  his 
^ouhtes  &  his  werkeaf  to  him  maie  nojnnge  ba 
hudde  ne  couerdef  [1063]  Men  scholde  eke  remembie 
hem  of  ))e  schame  faX  is  to  come  att  f*  daie  of  dome  to 
hem  fai  biene  noa3t  penitence  &  lif  in  present 
lif  f  [1064]  H  For  al  fQ  creatures  in  heuen  in  er^  &  in  hefi 
schohie  seen  apertely  al  faX  hiden  in  fha  werlde  f 

[1065]  Nowe  for  to  speke  of  fQ  hope  of  hein  ^t 
bien  so  neclygent  &  slowe  to  schriuen  ham  it  stant  in 
tuo  manei'sf  [1066]  fai  on  isf  fat  he  hope])  to  lone 
longe  f  &  for  to  purchase  muchel  riches  for  his  delite 
&  faxL  he  wil  schriue  hime  as  he  seijttf 
he  maie  as  him  seme))  timely  ynouhe  comme  to  schrifte  f 
[1067]  U  Ano^^re  is  of  J^e  snrquydrye  fat  he  haj^e  in  ha])e  in 
cristes  mercyef  [xo68]  And  a^eines  ]>e  first  he  schal  ])inke 
faX  oure  lif  is  in  no  sekemessef  &  eke  fat  al  fQ 
reches  in  })e  werlde  bien  in  aduenture  &  passinge  as  a 
Bchadowe  on  a  wal  [1069]  IT  And  as  6ei]>e  seinte  Oregorie  i 
faX  it  appartene])  to  fQ  grete  rihtwisnesse  of  godf  faX 
nenere  schal  f^  peine  stinte  of  hem  faX  nen^ie 
wolde  wit^drawe  hem  fro  sinne  here  ])ankes  bot 
eu^  continue  in  sinne  f  H  For  J^ilke  perpetuele  wil  to  do 
sinne  scholne  ])ei  haue  perpetuel  peyne  f 

[1070]  ^  Whanhope  is  in  tuo  manors  U  Jw  first  whan- 
hope  is  in  ])e  mercye  of  critstef  faX  ofere  is  f^t  ]>ei 
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fenke  ]>at  ^ei  myht  nonht  longe  perseueme  in  good- 
nessef  [107 1]  U  ^q  first  wanhope  commelp  of  ])at  h$ 
deme^  ^at  he  h&p  sinned  so  gretelyf  so  ofte  &  so 
longe  lyggen  in  sinne  f&t  he  schal  nouht  be  sauedcf 
[1Q72]  H  Certej  ajeines  ]>at  cursed  wanhope  he  schold 
pmke  f&t  ))e  passion  of  ihesvL  criste  is  more  stronge  for 
to  vnbyndef  fan  sinne  is  for  to  bindcl 
[1073]  H  And  ajeines  fe  secnnde  wanhope  f  he  schal  ])inke 
))at  as  oft  as  he  faUeJ>e  he  schal  arisen  be  penitence  1 
And  jiouhe  he  nen^  so  longe  haue  lyen  in  sinne  1  '\q 

■  ■  ■ 

mercye  of  criste  is  alwey  redy  to  receyuen  him  to  mercye  f 
[1074]  H  A^eynes  ])e  wanhope  ^t  he  demef  ^at  he 
schold  nouht  longe  perseuere  in  goodnes  i  He  schal  ))inke 
fat  ^Q  febelne  of  fe  deuel  may  no]iinge  done  but 
menwilsuffrenhimf  [io75]1TAnd  ekeheschal  hauestreynke]) 
of  god  &  of  al  holy  chirche  &  of  ^ 
proteccions  of  Angels  if  him  luste  f 

[1076]  IT  ]>an  schol  men  vndirstande  what  is  fe 
f ruyte  of  penatmce  as  after  ]>e  worde  of  ihe^u  criste  I  It  is 
fe  Endeles  blisse  of  heuen  [1077]  fere  loye  hsipe  noDo 
contrariouste  of  woo  ne  greuaTice  fere  aH  harmes  bien 
passed  of  ]>is  present  liff  =  ))6re  as  is  ]?*  sekemcsse  fro 
fe  peyne  of  hell  f  =  fere  as  fe  blisful  compaignie  fat 
reioysen  hemeuermoref  Eueryche  of  of erea  lojei  [1078]  fere 
as  f*  body  of  man  fat  whilom  was  foule  &  derkef  is 
more  clere  ^n  is  fe  sonne  U  fere  as  whilom  fe  body 
was  seeke  &  &elef  &  mortale  is  vnmortalef  & 
80  strange  &  so  holef  fat  fere  maye  no  ])inge  empeyro 
itf  [1079]  Jjere  as  neyfere  is  hunger  fuiei  ne  colde! 
Bot  enerj  soule  replenyschc])  wtt/i  fe  siht  of  fe  perfitl 
knoweyDge  of  god .  [1080]  IT  ))is  blisfuU  Begne  may  man 
pt«rchace  be  pouerte  espiritueH  &  fe  glorie  be  lowe- 
nessef  fe  plentee  of  loye  be  hungei*  &  ferstel  &  fe 
reste  be  trauayle  f  &  y  lyf  be  de))  f  &  mortificacione  of 
sinne  f 
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To  ))ilke  lif  he  YB  biinge  )rat  bouht  vs  -mf  his  preciooi 
blode  AmeN  / 

Xzplioit  Fabnla.  Sectoris 

Composito  hniiu  libri  hio  capit  lioendam .  nam. 

[io8i] 

"^m  ""^Ow  pieye  .1.  to  hem  M  ^at  herken  piB  litel  treiis 
I^L        or  rede  f  fat  if  pere  hue  any  J^inge  in  it  ^t  like^ 
I  ^      hemf  fat  pere  of  ^i  ]K)nken  oiire  loide  iheni 
.^M   1     ciisteof  whomepn>cede)ialwite&algoodene88e. 
[1082]  IT  And  if  pere  be  any  J^inge  pat  displesen  hem  .L 
pieye  hem  also  ^at  ^  arette  it  to  J)e  defaute  of  myne 
ynkonynge :   &  n[ot]  to  my  wiH .   ]Mtt  wolde  f ulfeyne 
bane  seide  better,  if  .1.  hadd  konyngef  [1083]  For  ouie 
booke   aejpe    al    pat    is    wreten    is    writen   for    oure 
doctnne  &  pot  is  myne  entent  [1084]  IT  Whare  for  .L 
be  seke  30we  mekely  att  pe  mercje  of  god  f  J)at  ^e  prayo  for 
me  /  pat  criste  haue  mercie  on  me  f  &  foi^ene  me  my 
gultesf  [1085]  And  namely  of  my  translaciones  &  endite- 
ynges  of  worldly  vanytees  H  J)e  whiche  .L  reuoke  in  my  re- 
tractions [1086]  H  As  is  /  fe  booke  of  Troyles  f  IF  The  booke 
also     of    &me     pe    booke     of    X7    ladyes     H    pe 
booke  of  pe  Dachessef  pe  booke  of  seint  yalentyncs 
day  &  of  ))e  parlement  of  birdes  f  pe  tales  of  Cantor- 
bury  Jrilke  pat  soune^i  in  to  sinne  [1087]  H  pe  booke 
of  pe  lyonf  And  moni  anopere  booke  if*  pd  were  in  myne 
reme??ibraance  &  mony  a  songe!  &  mony  a  lycherous 
layef  ]>at  Cnste  for  his  grete  Mercy  forjeue  me  pe  sinne 
[  1 088]  U  Bot  of  pe  translacioune  of  Boy  ce  de  Consolacione  J 
f  And  opere  bokes  of  legendia  of  eeintiB  i  And  omelyes 
&  moralyte-  A  deaocions5  [1089]  }^at  ponke  .1.  oore 
lorde    i^u    criste    &    his    blissed    moder    &    al     ^ 
seintcs  of  heuenf  [1090]  besecheinge  hem  IF  ^t  ^  from 
hennes  forf e  vnto  my  lynes  ende  sonde  me   grace  to 
beweyle  my  giltesf  &   to  stody  to  saluacione  of   my 
soulef  And    graunt  me    grace  of   verrei    penance  con- 
LAN  sdowne  698  (6-T.  684) 


SIX-TEXT   685 

QBODP  I.  §  2.  FABSoir's  TALE.  Laiisdowxie  MS.  699 

fessione  &  satisfiaccioun  to  done  in  ]>is  p'esent  lif. 
[1091]  J)oni]ie  pe  benigne  grace  of  him  ])at  is  kinge  of 
kynges.  &  priBte  of  aH  prtiBtesf  )»at  bouht  vs 
inp  ^  precious  blode  of  his  herte  [1092]  so  ]>at  .L  may 
bie  one  of  hem  ait  )>e  daye  of  dome  fat  schal  be  saued . 
to  leceyue  J)e  blisse  fat  euere  schal  last  wi^outen  ende. 
Amen, 
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[Christ  Church  MS.  152.]     fS;^^^^^^- 

IT  Sire  Nonncs  preest  cure  hoost  seyde  a  none 

y-bles8ed  be  thy  breth  &  euery  stoono 

This  was  a  mery  tale  of  Cbaunteclere 

But  be  my  trouthe  if  tlioM  were  secnlere 

Thow  woldeste  bene  a  tredefool  a  right 

ffor  if  thow  haue  corage  as  ihon  haste  myght 

The  were  nede  of  hennes  as  I  wene 

Ye  moo  than  .vij.  tymes  sevisntene 

See  whiche  braunnes  hath  thi^  gentel  preeste 

So  grete  a  nekke  &  so  large  a  breeste 

He  loketh  as  a  Sparhauke  with  his  yen 

Hym  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen  n«u- 174  aien.  k.  sj 

with  Brasile  ne  with  Greyne  of  Portyogale  / 

Now  sire  faire  f alle  yow  for  youre  tale 

And  af tir  he  with  futt  mery  chere 

Saide  ynto  a  nother  as  ye  shulle  here 

Here  is  ended  the  Vonnea  prestes  tale 

And  folowitb  the  prologe  of  the  Kannciples  tale 
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XXIV.  A  One- Text  Print  of  Chancer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing^,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blannche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Compleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foulea,  IV, 
The  Compleynt  of  Mara,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeGuile- 
ville*s  Pilerinage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  I'irit  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
"Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Sumjnoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  arawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.     (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXVII.  The  AVife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  A.D.,  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.xV. 

The  issue  for  1873,  in  the  Firit  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 

XXXI.  The  Six-Text.  Part  VI,  containing  the'  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 
XXXII  to  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 
XXXVII.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 

Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link. 
XXXVIII  to  A.LIII.    Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 

all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  the  Troylus  and  Crpseyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filos' 

trato,  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  Rossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Troylus  from  the  Ilarleian  MS  3943.     Part  I. 
XLV,  XLVI.  Rvme- Index  to  the  Ellesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry 

Cromie,  tlsq.,  M.  A.    Both  in  Royal  4to  for  the  HiX'Teztj  and  in  8vo  fur  the 

separate  Ellesmere  MS. 
XLVI  I.  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ry  me- Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Esq. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XL VIII.   Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotypes, 

with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containing  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 

Contents ;  and  Mr  Hy.  Cromie's  Notes  and  CoiTectious  for  the  Ryme-Index 

(4to.),  No.  XLV. 
L  to  LV.  Separate  issues  of  the  several  MSS  of  the  Parson's  Tale. 

For  1878,  Part  II  of  the  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  is  in  the 
Press  for  the  First  Series.  Prof.  Hiram  Corson  is  making  an  Index  to  the  Subjects 
and  Names  of  The  Canterbury  Tales.  He  has  also  agreed  to  edit  the  Society's 
Chaucer  Concordance, 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  Part  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgamation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Fapers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -f  by  Chaucer  (in  T.  Wright's 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Pauli's  ed.  of  the  Confessio 
A  mantis), 

2.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Ebert's  Review  of 
Sandras's  Sfiule  sur  Chaucer^  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Roes  Hoots,  M.A.  ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilindre  (of  the  Shipmaiis  Tale)^  edited  by 
Mr  E.  Brock 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I  RftomnHnip  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stage's  of  "he  plK^f  &c,  &c.,  by  F  J  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  fiirise    the  i»8«e  for  1869  is, 

4.  Early  fingli  h  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 

'ofT^^f  »•  ^"^'«T^ue  for  wV"- 

6  Trial  ??*""  '•'^•*'-*r^  parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  for  the 
Chaucer  Q."*^^^"^*  *^  V^  to  Bet  Chaucer's  AVorks  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  by 
Fi^  j'^'ety  (^^**^^^Vt  X-  ('^^*''  ^**^  brings-out,  for  the  first  time,  Chaucer's 
Hearty  bJirhn^Vfifls  love.) 
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€\ft  Cljaucer  Socittg. 

ISditof  in  Chief  :^Y.  J.  Furxivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  Goorgts's  Square,  Primross*  HilL  N.V 
Hon,  See.  : — W.  A.  Dalziel,  Esq.,  67,  Victoria  Roud,  FinKbury  Park,  N. 

THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETrS  PUBLICATIOXS. 

To  do  hononr  to  Chaucer,  and  to  let  the  lovers  and  stndentA  of  him  aee  ho\r  far  'h' 
best  unprinted  Manuscripts  of  his  works  dififerd  from  the  printed  t«xtK,  this  Sk-  jt 
trail  founded  in  1868.  There  were  then,  and  are  stilt,  many  questions  of  nietr'',  :r— 
nunciation,  orthography,  and  etymolo^  yet  to  be  settled,  for  which  more  pniJ*  ■ : 
Manuscripts  were  and  are  wanted;  and  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  evtn  'r,- 
of  Chaucer  contains  points  that  need  reconsideration.  The  founder  (ifr  Fuini^j^ 
be^n  with  Th^  Canterbury  I'ales^  and  has  given  of  them  (in  parallel  colujim^  :: 
Royal  4to)  six  of  the  best  theretofore  unprinted  Manuscripts  knovm.  Ini-aLU'  h  i- 
the  parallel  arrangement  necessitated  the  alteration  of  the  places  of  certain  tai- -  l 
some  of  the  MSS,  a  print  of  each  MS  has  been  issued  separately,  following  the  t  ri-  * 
of  its  oriprinal.  The  first  six  MSS  printed  have  been  :  the  Ellenmere  (by  leave  « f  ':.- 
Earl  of  Ellesmcre) ;  the  Hen^ovrt  (by  leave  of  W.  W.  E.  AVj-nne,  Esq.)  ;  thi*  C ir." . 
Univ.  Libr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  the  Corpu*,  Oxford ;  the  Petworth  (by  leave  cf  L  t\ 
Lecqnfteld)  ;  and  the  Lansdowne  851  (Brit.  Mus.).    The  Harleian  3374  will  f»'l  ^. 

Of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems^ — the  MSS  of  which  are  generally  later  than  the  I  -: 
^ISS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — all  the  available  MSS  have  been  printed  so  ^  :• 
secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  true  text. 

The  Boece  from  the  best  MS,  and  the  Troilus  Parallel-Text  from  the  3  best  M>N 
are  now  all  in  type. 

To  secure  the  fidelity  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  texts,  Mr  F.  J.  Fumivan  Iu« 
read  and  will  read  all  with  their  MSS. 

Antotypes  of  all  the  best  Chaucer  MSS.  either  have  been  or  will  be  publisht. 

The  Society's  publications  are  issued  in  two  Series,  of  which  the  first  rxmtain*  '\* 
different  texts  of  Chaucer's  works ;  and  the  Second,  such  orisrinals  of  and  ep.«i>-  '■'-. 
these  as  can  be  procured,  with  other  illustrative  treatises,  and  Supplementary*  T;i]*  ^ 

FIRST  SERIES. 

The  Society's  issue  for  1868,  in  the  Pint  Series,  is, 

I.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale,  of  the  Canterbury  Talesi,  in  6  paml! 
Texts  (from  the  6  MSS  named  below),  together  with  Tables,  showins:  \\^ 
Groups  of  the  Tales,  and  their  varying  order  in  38  MSS  of  the  r;»lej<.  ui.i 
in  6  old  printed  editions,  and  also  Specimens  fn>m  several  MSS  ot  t  .e 
"Moveable  Prologues"  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, — The  Shipman's  Pro]»'_'i.', 
and  Franklin's  Prologue, — when  moved  from  their  right  places,  and  of  t^e 
Substitutes  for  them.     (The  Six-Text,  Part  I.)  . 

II.  The  Prologue  and  Knight's  Tale  from  the  Ellesmere   MS. 

III. 


IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 


»f  »l  ♦»  »»  ♦»  »l  >» 

»»  »»  l»  »>  l»  »»  »» 

»»  »»  ♦»  »»  »i  n  II 

II  I*  II  II  II  II  11 


Hengwrt 

It 

154 

Cambridge 

11 

Gjr.  4.  27 

Corpus 

II 

Oxford 

Petworth 

II 

Lansdo^i'no 

«i 

851 

II  II  II  II  II        II        II 

((»«parate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  Part  I  of  the  Six-Text  edition.) 

The  issue  for  1869,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
VIII.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales:   Ellesmere  MS.i 
IX.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Hengwrt     „ 


II 


with  an 

Appt^ndix  cf 

**Giinit-lyn  " 

from  six  M  >S. 


X.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Cambridge 

XL     „         „  „  ,,        ,,  „        Corpus.-       „ 

XII.     „         „  „  „        „  „        Petworth     „ 

XIII.  „         „  ,,  „        „  ,,        Lansdowne,, 
(separate  issues  of  the  Texts  forming  the  Six-Text,  Part  II,  No.  XIV.) 

The  issue  for  1870,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XIV.  The  Miller's,  Reeve's,  and  Cook's  Tales,  with  an  Appendix  of  the  Spuri« «.« 

Tale  of  Gamolyn,  in  6  parallel  Text*.     (Six-Text,  Part  II.) 

The  issue  for  1871,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XV.  The  Man  of  Law's,  Shipman's,  and  Prioress's  Tales,  with  Chaucer's  '"^t. 
Tale  of  Sir  Thopas,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the  MSS  above  named,  and  i" 
coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  EUesmfn-  M  >. 
XVI.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS. 
XVII.     „      „     „      „        „        ,,       jj   Cambridge  MS; 
XVIII.     „      „     „      ,,        „        „       ^^   Corpus  MS. 
XIX.  The  Shipman's,  Prioress's,  and  Man  of  Law's  Tales,  from  the  Petworth  il^^ 
XX.  The  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  from  the  Lansdowne  MS. 
each  with  woodcuts  of  fourteen  drawings  of  Tellers  of  Tales  in  the  ElleMuerv  M^ 
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OF  SECTIONS,  WOODCUTS,  KTO.,  NOT  IN  THK 

LANSDOWNB  MS. 


1.  End  of  the  Merchants  Tale,  Group  E,  §  4, 

1.  2319—2418,  from  the  Harleian  MS.  1758, 
with  8  spurious  lines  after  L  2353  (p.  3*), 
2  spurious  lines  after  L  2366,  and  4  after 
1.  2376.     (See  p.  473  8^T,  p.  350*  above) ...    l*-3* 

2.  The  Merchant's  End-Link,  Group  E,  §  5,  p.  476 

Six-Text,  from  the  Additional  MS.  5140,  in 
the  British  Museum.  (Twould  have  f oUowd 
p.  475  8-T,  (or  3*)  above,  had  it  been  in  the 

3.  The  Clerk-Merchant  Link,  Group  E,  §  3,  p.  442 

Six-Text,  from  Royal  MS.  17  D  xv,  in  the 
British  Museum.  It  would  have  foUowd  p. 
320  Lans.  above,  had  it  been  in  the  Lansd.  MS.         5* 

4.  The  Squire's  Head-Link,  Group  F,  §  1,  p.  478 

Six-Text,  from  the  Additional  MS.  5140,  in 

the  British  Museum.     It  would  have  come  < 

next  before  p.    194  above,  instead  of  the 

Manrof-LatD — Shipman  Link,  p.  193,  had  it 

been  in  the  Lansd.  MS.  and  the  Tales  in  right 

VXvltSX    ...  ...  •..  ...  ...  ...  \# 

5.  The  Squire-Franklin  Link,  Group  F,  §  3,  p.  498-9 

Six-Text,  from  the  Addit.  MS.  5140  Brit. 
MuB.  'Twould  have  foUowd  p.  212  above — 
see  the  spurious  links,  or  ending  and  heading, 
there  and  on  p.  213 — had  it  been  in  the  MS. 
and  the  Tales  been  rightly  anangd 7*-8* 

6.  Drawings  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24  Canterbury    a  Li^.^  ^  li^at*'^<'t. 

Tales,  copied  from  the  Ellesmere  MS.,^  and     ^  f  " 

cut  on  wood  by  Mr  Hooper. 

7.  Dravringsof  6IW^6o/6  C7an^er&ury  7We«, — the     {4   I'/'.v    ''  a*«  ".*»'' 

Eeeve,  Cook,  Monk,  Pardoner,  Wife  of  Bath,     ^  - 
and  Manciple — and  6  AUegorical  Figures^^^*^/^^*^^^ 
Wrath  and  Mercy,  Gluttony  and  Abstinence, 
Lechery  and  CluuBtity, — ^froni  the  Cambridge 
University  MS.,  Gg.  4.  27,  cut  by  Mr  Hooper. 

*  The  EUesmere  cuts  can  be  arrangd  either  in  their  order  in  the 
Ellesmere  MS.,  or  in  the  Six-Toxt  order  of  the  Tales.  In  the  latter 
they  H  be  easier  to  find.    See  these  two  orders  on  p.  702. 
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} 


B 


SiX'l^wt  Order  &f  Tale9. 

1.  Knight  1 

2.  MiUer    I  ^ 

3.  Reeve    [ '• 

4.  Cook    J 

5.  Man  of  Law 

6.  Shipman 

7.  Prioress 

8.  Chaaoer 

9.  Monk 

10.  Nan*8  Priest 

11.  Doctor     \ 

12.  Pardoner/ 

13.  Wife  of  Bath 

14.  Friar 

15.  Smn'ner 

16.  Clerk       \ 

17.  Merchant/      •• 

18.  Squire      \ 

19.  Franklin  /       •• 

20.  Second  Kan         \       ^ 

21.  Canon^sTeoman/'"  ^ 

22.  Manciple         H 

23.  Parson    I 


F 


} 


Bi 


JBOemere  M8.  Order. 

am 

1.  Knight^ 

2.  Miller  I 

3.  Reere    [ ^ 

4.  Cook    J 

5.  Man  of  Law 

6.  Wife  of  Bath 

7.  Friar 

8.  Siim*ner 

9.  Clerk       '\ 

10.  Merchant/ 

11.  Squire      \ 

12.  Franklin  / 
18.  Doctor     T^ 

14.  Pardoner/ 

15.  Shipman 

16.  Prioress 

17.  Chaaoer 

18.  Monk 

19.  Nan's  Priest, 

20.  Second  Nan 

21.  Canon's  Teoman  / 

22.  Manciple H 

23.  Parson    I 


F 


Bf 


\  ...a 


8IX-TBXT  473 

GROUP  E.   §  4.    merchant's  talk.    Lansdowne  H8.    1* 


1. 

[ffozBothe  I  wdi  no  lengir/  you  contrarie .     CBmA  17M^  {fw,  bk} 

Kow  late  tb  tume  a-geyne  to  lanuarye .  2320 

Xhat  in  this  gardjrn  with  this  faiie  Maye . 

Syngeth  fuH  merier/  than  the  Popyniaye . 

You  loue  I  best/  and  achaM  and  other/  non . 

So  longe  a-boute  the  aleis  is  he  gon .  2324 

TiH  he  was  come  ageyns  thilke  piiye . 

Wher/  as  this  Damyan  sitteth  fuH  merye . 

On  high  among  the  fresche  leues  giene . 

This  freschd  May  that  is  so  bright  and  schene.  2328 

Gan  for  to  sike  and  seide  alias  my  side . 

Now  sir/  quod  sche  for  ought  that  may  be-tide . 

I  moste  haue  of  the  peris  that  I  se . 

Or  I  mote  dye  so  sore  longeth  me .  2332 

To  etyn  of  the  smale  peris  grene  . 

Help  for  hir/  lone  that  is  of  heuene  queue . 

I  teH  you  wett  a  woman  in  my  plight . 

May  haue  to  fruyt/  so  gret  an  appetight  2336 

That  sche  may  dyen  but/  sche  it  haue . 

Alias  quod  he  that  I  ne  had  here  a  knaue . 

That  couthe  dymbe  alias  alias  quod  he . 

ffor  I  am  blynde  ye  sir/  no  fors  quod  sche .  2310 

But  wolde  ye  vouche  saf/  for  goddis  sake . 

The  piry  in  with  your/  armes  take . 

Ifor  w^  I  wot  that  ye  mestruste  me .  [i<«i/88j 

Than  schulde  I  clymbe  well  y-now^  quod  sche .  2344 

So  I  my  foot  myght  set/  vpon  your/  bak . 

fforsothe  seide  he  in  me  schaU:  be  no  lak . 

Might  I  you  helpe  with  myn  herte  blood . 

He  stoupith  doun  and  on  his  bak  sche  stood .  2348 

And  caught  hir/  bi  a  twiste  and  yp  sche  goth . 

Ladles  I  pray  you  that  ye  be  not  wroth . 

I  can  not  glose  I  am  a  ixide  man . 

And  sodenly  aruon  this  Damyan .  2352 

LAN8D0WNB  1*  (6-T.  473)  [this  page,  HaiL  1758] 
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Gan  puUen  vp  the  emok/  and  yn  he  thiong/.^  ^  i^bS^JS 
And  whan  that  Pluto  saugh  this  giet  wrong*.  iS^Ua^pI^ 
To  lanuarye  he  jaf  his  sight  a-gayne . 
[And  made  hym  seen  as  wel  as  euere  he  mjghte 
And  whan  he  thus  had  caght  his  sighte  aga  jn]  ^^^^^^      ^ 
Ne  was  ther/  neuyr/  man  of  thyng*  so  fa jne .  ^   | 

But  on  his  wife  his  thought  was  euyr/  mo .  ^  J^ 

Vp  to  the  tre  he  kest*  his  yjen  two .  2360 i|^ 

And  sigh  that  Damyan  his  wife  had  dressed .  «  f*^ 

In  whiche  maner/  it  may  not  ben  expressed.  ^^'^ 

But  if  I  wolde  speke  vncurteisly .  |  J^ 

And  vp  he  yaf  a  roryng/  and  a  cry.  2364  ||^ 

As  doth  the  modir/  when  the  childe  BdhaS,  dye .  t.  J  J 

Out  help  ailas  harrow  he  gan  crye . '  ^g 

0  strong/  lady  stoure  what  dost  thou . 
And  sche  answerith  sir/  what  eileth  you .    2368  2  •  I  s 
Haue  paciens  and  reson  in  your/  mynde .  Sfljl 

1  haue  you  holpen  on  bothe  your/  y^en  blynde .  ^l^-s^ 
Yp  periH  of  my  soule  I  schaH  not  lyen .  «  3  f|f 
As  me  was  taught  to  hele  with  your  yjen .  2372  ^I'g-;^*  ^ 
Was  no  thyng/  bet/  for  to  make  you  se .  |-|  1"^  « 
Than  strougle  with  a  man  vp  on  a  tre .  S^S*  f  J 
(xod  woot*  I  dide  it  in  fuH  good  entente .  e^l  a  §  ^  J 
Strogle  quod  he  ye  algate  yn  it  wente . '  2376  ^SS-I 
(jod  yeue  you  bothe  on  schames  deth  to  dien . 

He  swyued  the  I  saugh  it  with  myn  yen . 
And  ellis  be  I  hangid  bi  the  hals  • 

Than  is  quod  sche  the  medicyn  fals ./  2380 

ffor  certeynly  if  that  ye  myghtyn  se . 
Ye  wolde  not  say  tho  wordis .  vn-to  me . 
Ye  han  som  glymsyng/  and  no  perfit/  sight . 
I  se  quod  he  as  well  as  euyr/  I  myght/.  2384 

Thanked  be  god  with  bothe  myn  y^en  two . 
And  be  my  trouthe  me  thought/  he  dide  the  so. 
Ye  mase  mase  good  sir  /  quod  sche . 
this  thank  /  haue  I  for  I  haue  made  you  se .  2388 
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Alias  quod  ache  that  euyr/ 1  was  so  kynde .  [HuL  ihq 

Now  dame  quod  he  let  aH  passe  out/  of  mjrnde . 

Come  doun  my  leef/  and  if  I  haue  myssaide. 

God  helpe  me  so  as  I  am  euyH  apaide .    itmf»,  5a«ir]    2392 

But  be  my  fadir/  soule  I  wende  haue  seyne . 

How  that  this  Damyan  had  bi  the  leyne . 

And  that  thi  smok/  had  leyne  vp  on  thi  brest . 

Ye  sir/  quod  sche  ye  may  wene  as  you  lest .  2396 

But  sir/  a  man  that  waketh  out/  of  his  slepe . 

He  may  not  sodenly  w^  take  kepe . 

Yp  on  a  thyng/  ne  seen  it  parfitly . 

TiH  that  he  be  a  dawe  verraily .  2400 

Sight  so  a  man  that  long/  hath  blynde  be 

Ke  may  not  sodenly  so  well  se . 

fi&rst  whan  the  sight  is  newe  comen  a-geyne . 

As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  seyne .  2404 

TiH  that  your/  sight  stablid  be  a  while 

Ther/  may  fuH  many  a  sight/  you  be-gile . 

Beth  ware  I  pray  you  for  bi  heuen  kyng* 

ffiitt  many  a  man  weneth  for  to  se  a  thyng .  2408 

And  it/  is  aH  another/  than  it  semeth . 

He  that  mys  conceyueth  mys  demeth . 

And  with  that  word  sche  leep  doun  fro  the  tre  • 

This  lanuarye  who  is  glad  but  he .  2412 

He  kisseth  hir/  and  cHppeth  hir/  fuii:  ofte  • 

And  on  hir/  wombe  he  strokith  hir/  fiill  aofte  • 

And  to  his  paleis  hoom  he  hath  hir/  lad  • 

Now  good  men  I  pray  you  to  be  glad .  2416 

Thus  endith  here  my  tale  of  lanuarye . 

God  bliBse  vs  and  his  modir/  seynt  Marye .    AmeN./  2418 

Here  endith  the  Marchanntis  Tale .]    chml  vm  §xtraet  snd92 

f^  A.  gret  tente  be  brest!  yn  and  a  Vm^ . 
Sohe  Mide  it  was  be  meriett^  fltf  . 
Q  ..^W/>^  um^      T***'  •'V'* '"  *>"'  v«o  aolie  wm  atf  yit^ . 
^  7r  IiBro  i9<A  J  Hi  lordUB  teiite  ■che  leide  sMiieb  me  not^  bni* 
•* ^Sli^S    '  1  He Ibldith twifolde bi swete Ibenis. 
qfurhvsas,       i  ^e  mate  notf  iwyue  worth  a  leke. 

And  yet!  he  lay  fblW  gentium  aiuifiilW  meke. 
^  This/  ia  lenyr  to  me  than  Euenaoni^ . 
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[Brit.  Mu8.  Addit  MS.  5140,  an  leaf  169.] 
[BT  Incipit  pi^logus  Ai-migeri 

E7 .  goddis  Meicy  /  said  our  oste  iho . 
Nowe  suche  a  wyf  /  y  pray  god  kepe  me  fro     2420 
loo  suche  sleyhtis  /  and  sotiltees 
In  wommen  bene  /  for  ay  as  besy  as  bees 
Ben  they  /  vs  secly  men  to  disceyve 
And  from  the  soth  /  evir  wol  they  weyve  2424 

By  this  Marchauntts  tale  /  it  pieveth  weeH 
But  doutles  /  as  true  as  any  steel 
I  haue  a  wyf  /  though .  she  pore  be 

But  of  hir  tong  /  a  labbyng  shrewe  is  she  2428 

And  yit  she  hath  /  an  heepe  of  vices  mo 
Therof  no  fors  /  lat  aUe  such  thing?;  go . 
But  wot  ye  what  /  in  counsaU  be  it  said 
Me  reweth  soore  /  that  y  am  to  hir  teyde  2432 

ffor  and  y  shulde  rekne  /  euery  vice 
Which  that  she  hath  /  y-wys  y  were  nyce 
And  cause  why  /  it  sholde  reported  be 
And  tolde  to  hir  /  of  som  of  this  menie'  [^  ?ms  mencej 

Of  horn  it  nedith  nat  /  for  to  declare  [;«^iq9i,  (arjr] 

Syn  wommen  /  can  vttir  suche  chafiare 
And  eek  my  wyt  /  suffiseth  nat  therto 
To  tellyn  all  /  wherfor  my  tale  is  do]  2440 


LANBDOWNE  4*  (6-T  476)  [this  page,  Addit.  6140] 


SIX-TEXT   442 

GROUP  E.  §  8.  CLBRR-MEBCHANT  LINK.  LaiLsdowne  MS.  5* 

8. 

[M8.  Beg.  17  D  15,  leaf  106.] 

[Wepenge  wajlenge  Care  &  other  sonowe 

I  knowe  ynoog^e  bo|ye  on  evene  &  eke  on  morove 

Quod  the  Marchannte  And  So  do  other  Moo 

That  weddede  bene  I  trowe  ^at  itf  bene  so  1216 

For  wele  I  wotte  itf  Fare^e  so  by  Me 

I  hane  A  wyfe  fe  worste  ^at  maye  be 

For  ^ou^e  the  Fende  to  her  couplede  were 

Sche  wolde  hym  ouermacche  I  dare  weli  swere  1220 

Whatt*  scholde  I  you  reherce  inespeciaHe 

Her  heygtLe  Malyce  Sche  is  A  schrewe  atte  a& 

There  is  A  longe  &  a  large  difference 

Bitwyxe  Grisildes  grete  pacience  1224 

And  of  my  wyfe  the  passenge  cruelte 

Were  I  vnbounden  Allso  Motte  I  thee 

I  wolde  neu^r  effte  come  in  the  Snare 

We  weddede  Men  lyue  in  sorrowe  &  care  1228 

Assaye  who  woli  And  he  schtA  ffynde 

That  I  saye  Sothe  by  saynte  Thomas  of  ynde 

As  for  the  more  partye  I  saye  notte  aH 

God  schylde  ^t  itt  schaH  bifaHe  1232 

A  gode  Sir  sayde  Oste  I  haue  weddede  be 

These  Mone^es  two  And  nomore  parde 

And  yette  I  trowe  he  ^at  AH  his  lyue 

Wyfelese  haue  bene  ]K)ughe  f&t  Men  wolde  hym  ryue  1236 

Ynto  the  herte  ne  cou^e  in  no  Manere 

Tellen  So  moche  sorrowe  As  I  now  here 

Coxipe  tellen  ofi  my  vyues  Cursydnesse 

Now  quod  ower  Oste  Marchaunte  So  god  your  Sowle  blesse 

Sjrnne  ye  somoche  knowen  of  that  Arte  1241 

Fulle  hartelye  I  praye  you  t^e  vs  parte 

Gladely  quod  he  of  myne  owne  Sore 

For  Soiye  herte  I  t^e  Maye  nomore]  1244 

[DBtff.  nn  15  Mtraet  ends] 
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4. 

THE  SQUIEE'S  HEAD-LINK. 

[BrU.  Mu8.  Additional  MS  6140,  on  Zsqf  169,  hade,] 

[Sqnyer  come  neer  /  yf  it  your  wU  be 

And  8ey  somwhat  of  love  /  for  certiB  ye 

Ronne  theron  /  as  moche  as  any  man 

Nay  sir  quoe?  lie  /  bnt  suche  thing  as  y  can  4 

wyth  hert  y  wyH  /  for  y  wiH  nat  be  rebell^ 

Ageyn  your  lust  /  a  tale  y  wol  you  telle 

Haue  me  excused  /  yf  y  speke  amys 

My  wyH  is  good  /  and  loo  my  tale  is  this  /  ]  8 
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5. 

[Brii.  Mu8.  Addit  MS  5140,  leaf  181,  hack.] 

{jk  Incipit  prologt/a  de  le  firankelyfi 

"N  feitfi  squyer  /  ye  haue  you  wel  y-quyt 
And  gentylly  /  y  preyse  wel  your  wyt 
QtM>d  the  ffirankelyu)  /  consideryng  your  youtfi 

So  felyngly  /  ye  speke  /  sii*  y  a-lowgti  676 

As  to  my  dome  /  ther  is  noh)  that  is  hei^ 

Of  eloquence  /  that  shalbe  your  peei' 

Yf  that  ye  ly  ve  /  god  yeve  you  good  chaunce 

And  yn  vertue  /  sende  you  contynuaunce  680 

ffor  of  your  speche  /  y  haue  gret  deynte 

I  haue  sene  /  and  by  the  Trynyte 

I  hadde  levir  /  than  xx^  worth  londe 

Thouh  it  ryht  nowe  /  wei'  fallen  in  myn)  honde  684 

He  wei'  a  man  /  of  suche  discrecion) 

As  that  ye  ben)  /  fy  on  possession) 

But  yf  a  man  /  be  yertuous  wythatt  / 

I  haue  my  sone  snybbed  /  and  yit  shaH        iUQfvsi'\        688 

ffor  he  to  vertue  /  lustyth  nat  to  entende 

But  for  to  pleye  at  Dyse  /  and  spende 

And  lese  aH  that  he  hath  /  is  his  vsage 

And  he  had  lever  /  talkyn)  wat^  a  page  692 

Than  to  comon)  /  wyth  any  gentyl  wyht 

Wher  he  myht  leme  /  gentylnesse  aryht 

Straws  for  gentylnesse  /  quocf  our  ost 

what  frankelyii)  parde  /  wel  thou  wost  696 

That  eche  of  you  /  mot  teUen)  at  lest 

A  tale  or  too  /  or  brekyn)  his  behest 

That  know  y  wel  /  sir  /  (^uod  the  ffrankelyn) 

I  pray  you  /  haueth  me  nat  in  disdeyne  700 
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Thouh  to  this  man  /  y  speik  a  woide  .  or  too 

Telle  on  thy  tale  /  withoutyh)  woriys  moo 

Gladly  sii'  oost  /  quod  he  /  y  wol  obeye 

Ynto  your  wyl  /  nowe  herkenetb  what  y  seye  704 

I  wol  yon  nat  contrarye  /  in  no  wyse 

As  fer  as  that  my  wyttes  /  wol  sufi^se 

I  pray  to  god  /  that  it  may  plesyii)  you 

Than  wot  y  wel  /  that  it  is  good  y-now  70S 

Ebcplicit  Prologas  de  le  firankelyft] 
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Jln^ktAJj.e.'h  \  -     /  S-  Mi^'CC^  Urt,y^^'*^o 


DRAWINGS  OF  THE  23  TELLERS 


OF  THE 


24  CANTERBURY  TALES, 


COPIED  FEOM  THE  ELLESMERE  MS, 


AND  CUT  ON  WOOD, 


BY 


^r  OR.  %,  l^ooiia:. 


In  this  first  iasuej  1871,  only  li  of  the  Outs  are  given. 
The  other  10  loHlfoUow  in  1872.  When  the  print  of  each 
M8  is  bound,  the  cut  of  each  Teller  of  a  Tale  can  be  put 
at  the  beginning  of  his  Tale,  as  in  the  Mlesmere  MS^  or 
by  his  description  in  the  General  Prologue,  to  contrast  the 
artists  hand  with  tlie  poefs;  or^  all  the  cuts  can  be  put 
together  before  or  after  the  Prologue,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
volume  (as  not  part  of  the  MS)^  according  to  the  fancy 
of  each  Member. 


THE  MILLKRR. 


THE   KNTQHT. 

Biirtmen  ua,  imfu. 

(ThB  bniid  OB  Iht  hone't  bl|>— H,  t 
li  ill  iiU(|  ud  protablj  I7  ■  UUcr 


THE   WYF   OF   BATHE. 


I 

J 


THE   aOKONOUB. 


THE  OLSRK  OF  OZENFORD. 


THZ   BHIPHAN. 


TBI  FBIORBSBB. 


CJutucer  Society  Publications :  Pirgt  8erie$. 


X  XI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  Detht 
of  BlauHche  the  Ihtchesse^*  from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1632,  the  Fairfax  MS  16, 
and  Tanner  MS  346;  2.  Uhe  Compleynt  to  Pitey  8.  ^the  Farlament  of 
Foulesy  and  4>  ^the  Compleynt  of  marsy  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Fart  I,  containing 

1.  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules,'  from  three  MSS. 

XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing  1.  two  MS  fragments 
of  '  The  Parlament  of  Foules ; '  2.  the  two  differing  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  Women,'  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  differences ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  i.  'The  Balade  of  Pitee 
by  Chauciers ; '  ii.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer/  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  contemporary. 

XXiy.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chancers  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  The  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Compleynt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeGuile- 
▼ille's  PHertnage  de  la  Vie  humaine  (edited  from  the  best  Paris  MSS  by  M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Melibe,  the  Monk's,  Nun's-Prieet's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  EUesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.     (6-Text,  Pt  IV.) 

XXyi.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  EUesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales,  from 
the  Hengwrt  MS,  with  23  woodcuts  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  A.D.,  by 
Gcoffirey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

The  issue  for  1873j  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXX.  The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  June  1873),  is, 

XXXI.  llie  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  conUining  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales. 
XXXII  to  XXXVI.  Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  five  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series  (ready  in  September  1873),  is, 

XXXVII.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 

Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank- Parson  Link. 
XXXVIII  to  XLIII.    Large  Parts  of  the  separate  issues  of  the  Six  MSS,  bringing 

all  up  to  the  Parson's  Tale. 
XLIV.  A  detaild  Comparison  of  the  Troylue  and  Crvseyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filoi" 

trato,  with  a  Translation  of  all  Passages  used  by  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 

of  the  Parts  not  used,  by  W.  Michael  Rossetti,  Esq.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 

Troylus  from  the  Harleian  MS  3943.    Part  I. 
XLV,  XLVI.  Ryme- Index  to  the  EUesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  by  Henry 

Cromie,  Esq.,  M.A.    Both  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Six-Texty  and  in  8vo  for  the 

separate  EUesmere  MS. 
XLVII.  Tsotes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ryme-Index,  by  H.  Cromie,  Esq. 

The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 
XL VIII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotypes, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  F.  J.  FumivaU. 

The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  contoining  the  Parson's  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 
Contents ;  and  Mr  Hy.  Cromie' s  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  Ryme-Index 
(4to.),  No.  XLV. 

L  to  LV.  Separate  issues  of  the  several  MSS  of  the  Parson's  Tale. 

The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 
MS  Og.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Lord  Leconfield's  MS. 

LVII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II :— 5.  The  A  B  C\ 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Mother  of  God,  from  3  MSS ;  7.  Anelida  and  Areyte, 
from  6  MSS  and  Caxton's  pnnt ;  8.  The  Former  Age,  from  2  MSS  (with 
the  Latin  original,  and  Chaucer's  prose  Englishing) ;  9.  To  his  Scrivener 
from  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe's  print;  10.  The  Mouee  of  Fame,  from  2  MSS 
and  Caxton  8  and  Thynne's  prints. 
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The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  First  Series,  ifl, 

LVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  Til,  completinfr  the 
Farallel'Textf  and  containing,  11.  The  Leqetid  of  Good  Women  from  5  MSS 
and  Thvnne's  print ;  12.  Truth  from  6  iVfSS  ;  l3.  The  Compleynt  of  Vetiwt 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  Envoy  to  Scogan  from  3  MSS ;  16.  Marryjqe^  or  The 
Envoy  to  Bukton^  from  IMS  and  Notary's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  IC.  GetitU- 
esse  from  6  MSS ;  17.  ^Proverbs  from  3  SlSS ;  18.  Stedfastness  from  6  MSS; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  SO.  Chaucer  to  hWempty  Purse,  from  6  MSS. 

The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LIX,  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II : — la.  The 
Farlament  of  Fouler  from  3  MSS ;  8.  The  ABC  from  6  MSS  ;  Z.  Anelida 
and  Arcite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  The  Leqend  of  Good  Women,  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS;  6.  The  Complaint  of' Mars  from  3  MSS;  6.  Trnth  from  6 
MSS  ;  l.The  Compleynt  of  Venus  from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gentilesse  from  3  MSS ; 
9.  Lack  of  iStedfafftness  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  3.  The -4  5  C,  from 
2  MSS ;  4.  The  House  of  Fame,  from  the  Pepys  M.S,  &c.;  5.  The  Legend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS;  6.  The  Bethe  ofBlaunche  the  Duchesne  from 
1  MS ;  7.  T/ie  Complaint  to  Pity  from  2  MSS  ;  8-  The  Parlatwut  of  Fotcles 
fri)m  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS ;  10.  Envoy  to  Scoyaft  from  1  MS ;  11. 
Purse  from  1  MS. 

LXI,  A  One- Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing-,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Aneiida;  VIII.  The  Former  Aye;  IX.  Adam  Scrivener; 
X.  The  House  of  Fame ;  XI.  Legende ;  XII.  Truth;  XIII.  Venus;  XIV. 
Scoyan;  XV.  ^atTxaye ;  XVI.  Gentiksse ;  XVII.  Proverbs ^  XVUL 
Steadfastness ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX.  Purse. 

LXII.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.  Part  III :  2  from  Henry 
V's  MS  of  the  Troilus,  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now  Mr  Bacsn 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shirley's  MS  of  the  ABC  at  Sion  ColL 

The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First.Saries.  will  be  cjiosen  from, 

LXIII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  IX,  with  colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tale«  and 
6  emblematical  Figures  from  the  Cambridge  tlnivers.  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  Fore- 
words, Title-pages  for  the  three  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's 
Index  to  the  Subjects  and  Names  of  The  Canterbury  Tales. 

LXIV  to  LXIX.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  Woodcuta  and 
colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  of  6  erahlcmatical  Figure*  from 
the  Cambridge  Univ.  MS,  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  colord  Lithographs  of  the  23 
Ellesmere  MS  Miniatures.  The  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  VI,  will  contain  The 
Canon's- Yeoman's  Tale,  from  the  Lichfield  Cathedral  MS. 

LXX.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cry- 
seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Filostrato.  [Beady. 

LXXI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilus  from  the  Campsall  MS,  b.  14*15 

A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harlcian  22S0,  and 

Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.  [Beady. 

Prof.  Hiram  Corson  has  also  agreed  to  edit  ^e  Society's  Chaucer  Concordance. 

For  1882,  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and  Miss  Lela  Porter  are  making  a  Bym^-Index  to 

Chai4cer*8  Minor  Poems.    To  their  Subjects  and  Names,  Prof.  H.  Corson  is  making 

an  Index.    For  1884,  or  1885,  Chaucer's  Boece  ia  ready  for  the  First  Series. 

Among  the  Insets  and  Essays,  ^c,  preparing  f  of  the  CkaHcer  Society  c^e: — 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shaksp^re  and  Chanoer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  V  {to  be  ready  in  1882  or  1883). 

Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  Manuscripts,  by  F.  J.  Fumi^^all,  Ft  IV. 

The  Tale  of  Beryn^  Part  II.  Introduction  and.  Glossary,  by  Messrs  FumivaU 
and  W.  G.  Stone. 

Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  V:  13.  Chaucer's  Pardoner:  hi« 
character  illustrated  by  documents  of  his  time,  by  Dr  J.  J.  Ju^crand.  14.  Why  the 
Bomaunt  of  the  Bose  is  not  Chaucer's,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A.  15.  (Probably)  Chau- 
cer's Shipman,  by  P.  Q.  Karkeek,  Esq.,  of  Dartmouth.  16.  Chaucer's  Parsons  Tale 
compared  with  Frere  Lorens's  Soinme  des  Vices  et  des  Vertus,  by  Herr  H.  Simon. 

Chaucer's  Boad  to  Canterbury,  with  Ogilby's  Plan  of  it,  1675,  and  William 
Smith's  Plan  of  the  City  of  Canterbuiy  in  1588 ;  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Scott  Robertson, 
M.A.,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Kent  Archaeological  Institute. 

Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  III,  The  Household  book  of  Isabella,  wife  of  Prince 
Lionel,  third  son  of  Edward  III,  in  which  the  name  of  Gboffret  Chaucer  first 
occurs  •  edited  from  the  unique  MS  in  the  Brit.  Museum,  by  Edward  A.  Bond,  Esq., 
Chief  Librarian.  Part  IV,  Other  Enrolments  and  Documents  from  the  PubUc 
Record  Officje,  the  City  of  London  Town-Clerk's  Office,  &c„  edited  by  Walfoxd  D. 
■»lby,  Esq..  and  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*  A  detaildComparison  of  Chaucer's  KnighVs  Tale  with  the  Teseids  of  Boccaccio,' 
'  HsxBT  Ward,  Esq.,  of  the  MS  Department  of  the  British  Mosenm.  [At  Press, 
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SECOND  SERIES. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1868  is, 

1.  Early  English  Pronimciatioii,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
bv  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.  Fart  I.  This  work  includes  an  amalgunation 
of  Prof.  F.  J.  Child's  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -e  by  Chaucer  ^in  T.  Wright's 
ed.  of  The  Canterbury  Tales)  and  by  Gower  (in  Dr  Pauli's  ed.  ox  the  Confissio 
Amantis), 

2.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works.  Part  I. :  1.  Prof.  Ebert*8  Reyiew  of 
Sandras's  Etude  sur  Chaucer^  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  M.A. ;  2.  A 
13th-century  Latin  Treatise  on  the  Chilinare  (fit  the  Shipman^s  Tale)j  edited  by 
Mr  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  the  Days  and 
Stages  of  the  Pilgrimage,  &c.  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Second  Seriet}  the  issue  for  1869  is, 

4.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.8.    Part  II. 

Of  the  Second  Seriee,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  III. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  is, 

6.  Trial-Forewords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems  for  the 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chances  Works  in  their  right  qx^et  of  Time),  by 
Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I.  (This  Part  brings-out,  for  the  first  time,  Chaucer's 
long  early  but  hopeless  love.) 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1873  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  I.  1.  The 
original  of  the  Man  ofLaw^s  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  of 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  56,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  copy,  ab.  1400, 
in  the  National  Library  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  The  Tale  of  ^*  Merelaus  ^e  Emperor,"  from  the  Early-English 
yersion  of  the  Qesta  Eomanorum  in  Harl.  MS  7333 ;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Paris's 
Vita  OffiB  Primij  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale,  4.  Two 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Meev^s  Tale,    6.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar*  s  Tale, 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1878  is, 

8.  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Consilii  et  Consolationis,  a.d.  1246  (the  Latin 
source  of  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MbS,  by  Br 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issQe  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  II. :  3.  John  of  Hoveden's 
Praetiea  Chilindri,  edited  from  the  MS,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr  E.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  fiml  -e,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  5.  Mrs  E.  Barrett-Browning 
on  Chaucer:  being  those  pa^  of  her  review  of  the  Book  of  the  Poets,  1842,  which 
relate  to  him ;  here  repnnted  b^  leave  of  Mr  Robert  Browning.  6.  Professor 
Bemhard  Ten-Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compleynte  to  fite. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1876  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphon- 
8U8  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  Prioresses  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  caught  Chanti- 
oleor,  the  source  of  the  Nun^s-Priesfs  TaU.  8.  Two  Italian  Stories,  uid  a  Latin 
one,  like  the  Pardoner's  Tale.  9.  The  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  story  like  the 
Summoner's  Tale,  being  *  Li  dis  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  par  Jakes  de  Basiw.  10. 
Petrarch's  Latin  Tale  of  Griseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Stoxy  from  which  it  was  re-told), 
the  original  of  the  Clerics  Tale,  11.  Five  Versions  of  a  Pear-tree  Story  like  that  m 
the  Merchant* s  Tale.  12.  Four  YersionB  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  original 
of  the  Second  Nun*s  Tale. 

11.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.    Part  lY. 

12.  Life-Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  I,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brere- 
lav  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  6,  1390, 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolments  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
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13.  ThTxme's  Animadversions  (1599)  on  Speght's  Chaueera  Worker,  re-edited  from 
the  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumirall,  witn  fresh  Lives  of  William  and  Frands 
Thynne,  and  the  only  known  fragment  of  Hie  Pilffrims  Tale. 

Of  the  Second  Series,  the  issue  for  1876  is, 

14.  Life- Records  of  Chaucer,  Fart  II,  The  Household  Ordinances  of  King 
Edward  II,  June  1323  (as  engliaht  by  Francis  Tate  in  March  1601  A.D.),  with  ex- 
tracts from  those  of  King  Edward  lY,  to  show  the  probable  duties  of  CHxrcBB  as 
Valet  or  Yeoman  of  the  Chamber,  and  Esquire,  to  f^ward  III,  of  whose  Household 
Book  no  MS  is  known ;  together  witii  Chaucer's  Oath  as  Controller  of  the  Customs ; 
and  an  cnlargd  Autotype  of  Hoccleve's  Portrait  of  Chaucer;  edited  by  F.  J. 
Fumivall. 

15.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  III.  13.  The 
Story  of  Constance,  for  the  Man  of  Zaw^s  Tale.  14.  The  Boy  killd  by  a  Jew  for 
singing  *  Oaude  Maria,'  an  Analogue  of  the  JPnoress^s  Tale.  15.  The  Paris  Beg^TBr- 
boy  murderd  by  a  Jew  for  singing  *  Alma  redemptoris  mater ! '  an  Analogue  of  the 
Prioress**  Tale;  with  a  Poem  by  Lydgate. 

16.  Essays  on  Chaueer,  his  Words  and  JTorks^  Part  III.  7.  Chaucer's  Priorees,  her 
Nun  ChapJain  and  3  Priests,  illustrated  from  the  Paper  Survey  of  St  Mary's  Abbey, 
Winchester,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  8.  Alliteration  in  Chaucer,  by  Dr  Paul  Lindner. 
9.  Chaucer  a  Wicliffite ;  a  critical  Examination  of  the  Parsons  Tale,  by  Herr  Hugo 
Simon.  10.  The  source  of  the  Wife  of  Bath's  Prologue  :  Chaucer  not  a  borrows 
from  John  of  Salisbury,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  WooUcombe. 

17.  Supplementary  Canterbury  Tales :  1.  The  Tale  of  Beryn,  with  a  Prologue  of 
the  merry  Adventure  of  the  Pardoner  with  a  Tapster  at  Canterbury,  re-editod  from 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  unique  MS,  by  Fredk.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I,  the 
Text,  with  Wm.  Smith's,  Map  of  Canterbury  in  1588,  now  first  eDgravd  frcmi  his 
unique  MS.,  and  Ogilby's  Plan  of  the  Road  from  London  to  Canterbury  in  1675. 

Of  th^eeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1878  (there  was  none  in  1877)  ia, 

18.  Essays  on  Chaucer^  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  lY.  11.  On  here  and  there 
in  Chaucer  (his  Pronunciation  of  the  two  ^s),  by  Dr  R.  F.  Weymouth ;  12.  On  a.  An 
Original  Yersion  of  the  Kn%ghi*s  Tale;  fi.  the  Date  (1381)  and  Personages  of  the 
Par  lament  of  Foules  ;  y.  on  Anelyda  and  Areite,  on  Lollins,  on  Chaucer,  and  Boe* 
cacoio,  &c,  by  Dr  John  Koch,  with  a  fragment  of  a  later  Palamon  and  Ersyte  from 
the  Dublin  MS  D.  4.  18. 

Of  the  Seoo&d  Series,  the  issue  for  1888  (none  in  1879,  80, 81)  will  probaUy  be. 

Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaoeer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  Y. 


Messrs  Triibner  &  Co.,  of  57  &  59,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  are  the  Society's 
publishers,  Messrs  Clay  and  Taylor  of  Bungay  its  printers,  and  the  Alliance  Bank, 
Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subscription  is  two 
guineas,  due  on  every  1st  January,  beginning  with  Jan.  1, 1868.  More  Members  are 
wanted.  All  the  Society*  s  Publications  can  still  be  had.  Those  of  the  first  year  have 
Just  been  reprinted. 

Prof.  Child,  of  Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  is  the  Society's  Honor- 
ary Secretary  for  America.  Members'  names  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Publishers,  or  to  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

W.  A.  DALZIEL,  Esq.,  67,  Vietoria  Soad^  Finsbury  Park^  X. 


Director :  F.  J.  Furniyall,  Esq.,  3,  St  George's  Squarei,  London,  N.W. 

Mon.  Sec. :  A.  G.  Sxelgkote,  Esq.,  London  Hospital,  London,  B. 

Bankers  :  The  Alliance  Bank,  Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  B.C. 

Founded  in  1873  to  further  the  study  of  Shakspere's  works  chronologically  and  a» 
a  whole,  and  to  print  Parallel  and  other  Texts  of  the  Quartos  and  Folio  of  Shaksp€«vr<« 
Plays,  and  other  works  illustrating  Shakspei^'s  time  and  the  History  of  the  Drama. 
Subscription,  which  constitutes  membership,  One  Guinea,  to  be  paid  to  the  Hem.  Sec. 

The  Society  has  already  issued  29  important  publieations  in  4to  and  Svo. 

Shakspere  Quarto  Facsimiles,  at  6*.  each,  issued  under  Mr  Fumivall's  superintend- 
ence, by  W.  Griggs,  Elm  House,  Hanovta-  St,  Feckhiini»  S.E. 
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X  XI.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer'a  Minor  Poems,  Part  I :— 1.  *  The  Dethe 
of  lilatmehe  the  Ihiehetne*  from  Thynne's  ed.  of  1632,  the  Fairfax  MS  16. 
'    and  Tanner  MS  346;   2.  ^the  Contpleynt  to  Pite,*  3.  *  the  rarlaweiU  of 
Foulet^'  and  4<  *the  Compleynt  of  Mar »^*  each  from  six  MSS. 

XXII.  Stpplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  Parti,  containing 

1/  'The  Parlament  of  Foules/  from  tlir^  MSS.      [Reprinted  in  LIX, 
First  Series.] 

XXIII.  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer'tt  Minor  Poems,  Part  I,  containing  1 .  two  M  S  fragments 
of  *  The  Parlament  of  Foules ;  *  2.  the  two  difi'ering  versions  of  *  The  Prologue 
to  the  Legende  of  Good  AVoinen.'  arranged  so  as  to  show  their  diflercnces ; 
3.  an  Appendix  of  Poems  attributed  to  Chaucer,  i.  'The  Balade  of  Pitee 
by  Chauciers ;'  ii.  *The  Cronycle  made  by  Chaucer,*  both  from  MSS  written 
by  Shirley,  Chaucer's  conten'iporary. 

XXIV.  A  One- Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  being  the  best  Text  from  the 
Parallel-Text  Edition,  Part  I,  containing,  I.  llie  Dethe  of  Blaunche  the 
Duchesse,  II.  The  Complevnt  to  Pite,  III.  The  Parlament  of  Foules,  IV. 
The  Compleynt  of  Mars,  V.  The  ABC,  with  its  original  from  De  DeOuile- 
vil1e*s  Piierinnge  de  la  Vie  humaiue  (edited  from  the  best  PariK  MSS  by.M. 
Paul  Meyer). 

The  issue  for  1872,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 
.XXV.  Chaucer's  Tale  of  Meltbe.  the  Monk's,  Nun's- Priest's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's, 
Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  in  6  parallel  Texts  from  the 
MSS  above  named,  with  the  remaining  13  coloured  drawings  of  Tellers  of 
Tales,  after  the  originals  in  the  Ellesmere  MS,  and  with  Specimens  of  the 
Variations  of  30  MSS  in  the  Doctor-Pardoner  Link.     (Six-Text,  Part  IV.) 

XXVI.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  with 
9  woodcuts  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  I V.) 

XXVII.  The  Wife'«|  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Monk's,  and  Nun's-Priest's  Tales, -from 
the  Hengwri  MS,  with  23  woodcuU  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Tales.   (Part  III.) 

XXVIII.  The  Wife's,  Friar's,  and  Summoner's  Tales,  from  the  Cambridge  MS, 
with  9  woodcuto  of  Tale-Tellers.     (Part  IV.) 

XXIX.  A  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe,  addressed  to  his  son  Lowys,  in  1391  a.d.,  by 
Geoflfrey  Chaucer,  edited  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  Walter  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

'I'he  issue  for  1873|  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 
•XXX.     The  Six-Text  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  V,  containing  the  Clerk's  and  Mer- 
chant's Tales. 

;     The  issue  for  1874,  in  the  Firit  Beriei,  is, 

■XXXI.    The  Six-Text,  Part  VI,  containing  the  Squire's  and  Franklin's  Tales 
•XXXII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Ship- 
man's,    Prioress's  Tales,    Sir  Thopas,    Melibeus,   Monk's,   Nun's-Priest's. 
Second  Nun's  Tales.  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIII.  The  Clerk's,  Merchant's,  Squire's,  Franklin's,  Doctor's,  Pai'doner's,  Ship- 
man's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas,  Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's 
Second  Nun's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  V. 

XXXIV.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's, 
Franklin's  Tales,  Corpus  MS,  Part  IV. 

"XXXy.  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Frank- 
-^^lin's.  Second  Nun's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  IV. 

XXXVI.  Squire's,  Wife  of  Bath's,  Friar's,  Summoner's,  Clerk's,  Merchant's. 
Franklin's  Tales,  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  IV. 

The  issue  for  1875,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

XXXVII.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VII,  the  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Yeoman's,  and 
Manciple's  Tales,  with  the  Blank-Parson  Link 

XXXVIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Ellesmere  MS, 
Part  VI 

XXXIX.  Manciple's,  Man  of  Law's,  Squire's,  Merchant's,  Franklin's,  Second 
Nun's,  Clerk's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's  Tales,  Sir 
Thopas,  Melibeus  Tales,  Hengwrt  MS,  Part  IV. 

XL.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Cambridge  MS,  Part  VI. 
XLI.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's.  Shipman's,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,   Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales, 

Corpus  MS,  Part  V.  y 

XLII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's- Y^)man*s,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's  Tales,  Sir  Thopas, 

Melibeus,  Monk's,  Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales,  Petworth  MS,  Part  V. 
XLIII.  Second  Nun's,  Canon's-Yeoman's,  Doctor's,  Pardoner's,  Shipman's,  Prioress's 

Tales,  Sir  Thopas,   Melibeus,  Monk's.   Nun's-Priest's,  Manciple's  Tales, 

Lansdowne  MS,  Part  V. 
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XT'I  V.  A  detAild  Coiupariaun  of  the  TroyinM  and  Cryseyds  with  Boccaccio's  ^i/os- 
trato^  with  n  Tnnslation  of  all  Paasafi^es  lued  bv  Chaucer,  and  an  Abstract 
of  the  Parte  not  uaed,  by  W.  Michael  Roaaetti,  £«q.,  and  with  a  print  of  the 
Troy  Ins  from  the  Harleiui  MS  3943.     Part  I. 

XLY.  Uyiiie- Index  to  the  Kllesmere  MS  of  the  Canterbory  Tales,  by  Henry  Cromie, 
Esq.,  M.A.     In  8vo  for  the  neparate  EUesinere  MS. 

XL VI.  Rynie-Index  to  the  Bllesniere  MS,  by  Henry  Cruniie,  Esq.,  M.A.    In  Royal 
4 to  fortlie^SVj:-7*«x^ 

XLVII.  Motes  and  Corrections  for  the  8vo  Ily me- Index,  by  U.  Cromie,  Esq.,  M.A. 
The  issue  for  1876,  in  the  Fint  SeriM,  is, 

XL VIII.   Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chaucer  MSS,  Part  I,  16  Autotype*, 
with  a  Note  on  the  MSS,  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1877,  in  the  Fint  SeriM,  is, 

XLIX.  The  Six-Text,  Part  VIII,  containinf^  the  Parson^s  Tale,  with  a  Table  of  its 
Contents ;  and  Mr  Croniie's  Notes  and  Corrections  for  the  4to  Ryme-Index. 

L— LV.  L.  The  Parson's  Tale,  Ellesmere  MS,  Part  VII ;   LI.  Henfnnt  MS.  Part 
V;    LU.  Cambridge  MS.  Part  VII:  LIII.  Corpus  MS,  Part  VI;   LIV. 
Petworth  MS,  Part  VI ;  LV.  Lansdowne  MS,  Part  VI. 
The  issue  for  1878,  in  the  First  SeriM,  is, 

LVI.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  Chief  Chancer  MSS,  Part  II :  9  from  the  Cambridge 
MS  Gr.  4.  27,  and  1  from  Lord  Leconfleld's  MS. 

LVII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems.  Part  II :— 6.  The  ABC. 
from  6  MSS ;  6.  The  Mother  of  God,  from  3  MSS ;  7.  Anelidm  mid  Arcytt. 
from  5  MSS  and  Caxton's  print ;  8.  The  Former  Age,  fnmi  2  MSS  (with 
the  Latin  original,  and  Chaucer*s  prose  Kni^lishing) ;  9.  To  his  Scrivener 
fnnn  Shirley's  MS  and  Stowe*s  print;  10.  Tlie  Botueof  Fame,  frmn  2  M8S 
and  Caxton  s  and  Thynne*s  prints. 
The  issue  for  1879,  in  the  Fint  8«TiM,  is, 

LVIII.  A  ParsUel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Mmor  Poems,  Part  III,  oomplctingr  the 
FaraUei'Text,  and  oontaininp,  11.  The  Legend  of  Good  Women  from  5  MSS 
and  Thvnne's print;  13.  Trnth  from  6  MSS ;  IS.  The  Compfeyttt  of  Vemvt 
from  6  MSS ;  14.  The  Euvcy  to  Seoyau  from  3  MSS ;  15.  Marrimye^  or  Tkt 
Envoy  to  Suktott,  from  IMS  and  Notary's  and  Thynne's  prints ;  16.  GeutU- 
eite  from  6  MSS ;  17.  Proverbt  from  3  MSS ;  18.  Stedfaetueee  from  6  MSS; 
19.  Fortune  from  6  MSS ;  90.  Chaueer  to  hie  empty  jStrse,  from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1880,  in  the  Fint  Series,  is, 

LIX.  Supplementary  Parallel-Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II : — ^1«.  llis 
Parlament  of  FouUe  from  3  MSS ;  8.  The  ABC  from  6  MSS ;  8.  Aneliie 
and  Arcite  from  6  MSS ;  4.  l^he  Legend  of  Good  Women,  in  whole  or  part 
from  4  MSS ;  6.  The  Complaint  of  Man  from  3  MSS ;  6.  Trnth  from  6 
MSS ;  7.  The  Compleynt  of  Venui  from  3  MSS ;  8.  Gentileeee  from  3  MSS; 
9.  Lack  of  Stedfaetnees  from  Thynne's  print  and  2  MSS ;  10.  Fortune  from 
2  MSS  and  Caxton's  print. 

LX.  Odd-TexU  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  8.  ThaA  B  C,  inm 
2  MSS :  4.  The  Honee  of  Fame,  from  the  Pepys*  MS,  &c. ;  5.  The  Leyend 
of  Good  Women  from  3  MSS ;  6.  The  Bethe  ofBlaunehe  the  Bneheeee  fron 
1  MS ;  7.  The  Complaint  to  Fity  from  2  MSS ;  8.  The  Farlament  of  Fotcies 
from  1  MS ;  9.  Truth  from  3  MSS;  10.  Fnroy  to  Scoyan  from  1  MS;  11 
Furse  from  I  MS. 

LXI.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  Part  II,  containing,  VI.  Mother 
of  God;  VII.  Anelida;  VIII.  l^he  Former  Aye;  IX.  Adam  Serirener ; 
X.  The  Hottse  of  Fame ;  XI.  Legende;  XII.  Trnth;  XIII.  Ventu;  XIV. 
Scogan;  XV.  'Mmriage;  XVI.  GentiUue;  XVII.  Froverbe;  XVIII. 
Stedfaetneee ;  XIX.  Fortune;  XX.  Furee. 

LXII.  Autotvpe  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.    Part  III :  2  from  Hennr 
V's  MS  of  the  Troilui,  when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales  (now   Mr  B«c«b 
Frank's) ;  1  from  Shiriey's  MS  of  the  AJiC^t  Sion  Coll. 
The  issue  for  1881,  in  the  First  Series,  is, 

LXIII.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troiltte  ^  Crieeyde  from  the  Campsall 
MS,  b.  1415  A.D.  (written  for  Henry  V  when  Prince  of  Walee),  Hanesan 
MS.  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.     Part  I.    Books  I  and  2. 
The  issue  for  1882,  in  the  Fint  Series,  is, 

LXI  V.  A  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Troilui  S(  Crieeyde  from  the  Camp«s]l 
MS,  before  1415  a.d.  (written  for  Henrv  V  when  Prince  of  Wales),  Harleiso 
MS  2280,  and  Cambr.  Univ.  Libr.  Gg.  4.  27.     Part  II.     Books  3.  4,  o. 
The  issue  for  1883,  in  the  Fint  Series,  is, 

LXV.  Part  II  of  Mr  W.  M.  Rossetti's  Comparison  of  Chaucer's  Troyius  and  Ciy- 
seyde  with  Boccaccio's  Fi/ostrato,  completing  the  work. 
The  issue  for  1884,  in  the  First  Series,  is  to  be, 

LXVI— LXXI.  6  Appendixes  to  the  6  MSS  of  the  Six-Text,  with  AVood-cnts  and 
colord  Lithographs  of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  and  of  6  emblematical  Figures  from 
the  Cambridge  Univ.  MS.  Gg.  4.  27,  &c.,  and  Process  Engravinga,  for  the 
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Ellefmiere  MS  Part,  of  the  23  Ellesiiiere  MS  MiiiiiUuren.  The  Ileiifrwrt  MS, 
Part  VI,  coiiUinfi  The  Canon's- Yeoman's  Tale  from  Ihe  Lichfield  MS. 
LXXII.  The  Six-Text.  Part  IX,  with  colord  IjlhogTRphs of  6  Tellers  of  Tales  nud  C 
enibleniaiical  Figures  from  theCambridgelJnivers.  MSGg.4.27;  Forewords, 
Title-pages  for  tne  three  volumes,  &c. ;  and  Prof.  Hiram  Corson's  Index  to 
the  Subjects  and  Names  of  T/te  Canterbury  Tule». 
The  issue  for  1885,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is* 
LXXIII.  The  Harleian  MS  7334  of  Th$  Cauterbimj  Tulet,  with  Woodcuto  of  23 

Tellers  of  Tales  from  the  Ellesmere  MS,  &v. 
LtXXIV.  Autotype  Specimens  of  the  chief  Chaucer  MSS.    Pt  IV.    The  Ellesmere. 

The  issue  for  1886,  in  the  Firit  Seriei,  is, 
LiXXV.  Cbauoer*s  Boece  from  the  Cambridge  University. MS.  li.  3.  21. 
L*XXVI.  Chaucer's  Hoec«  from  the  Additiuual  MS  10,340  in  the  British  Museum, 

as  edited  by  the  Ilev.  Dr.  R.  Morris  for  the  E.  K.  Text  Soc.  in  18G8. 
LfXXVlI.  More  Odd  Texts  of  Chaucer's  Minor  Poems,  containing,  1.  I'iie  Com" 
pleynte  to  Pite ;  2.  The  Complaint  of  the  Afielida  and  Areite;  3.  Truth; 
4.  lAiek  of  atedfaetneee ;  5.  Fortune;  6.  I^tme.    Appendix:  I.  The  Balade 
of  Pite,     II.  Jtoundels  {Mereilesse  Jieaule). 
Tlie  issae  for  1887,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
LXXVIII.  A  Byme-Jtidex  to  Chaucer**  Minor  Toeuts,  by  Miss  Isabel  Marshall  and 
Miss  Lela  Porter,  in  Royal  4to  for  the  Parallel-Text. 
The  iBsne  for  1888,  in  the  First  Seriei,  is, 
LXXIX.  A  One-Text  Print  of  Chaucer's  TroiluB.iroM  the  Campsall  MS  bef.Hlo  a.h. 

The  issue  for  1889,  in  the  First  Seriei,  is, 
LXXX.  A  Ryme'Ifidex  to  Chaucer »  Minor  Poemt,  by  Mir<s  Isabel  Marshall  and 
Miss  Lela  Porter,  in  8vo  for  the  One- Text  print  of  the  Minor  Poems. 
The  issue  for  1890,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
L.XXXI.  Parallel'lext  Speeiwem  of  all  aceeetible  unprinted  Chancer  MSS :  I'he 
Pardoner's  Prolog  and  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  ZupitEs,  Ph.D.     Part  I,  from 
7  MSS  :  Cambridge  Dd.4.  24.  Christ-Church,  Additional  6140,  Devonshire. 
Haistwell  (or  Egerton  3726),  Ingilby,  Northumberland  :  the  Dd.  Group. 
LXXXII.  The  Jtomauut  of  the  Hose,  from  Thynne's  print,  1532,  ed.  F.J.  Fumivall. 

The  issue  for  1891,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
LXXXIII.  A  Parallel  text  of  The  Homaunt  of  the  Hose  (of  which  die  first  1705  lines 
are  most  probably  Chaucer's),  from  the  unique  MS  at  Glangow,  and  its 
French  onginal,  Ze  Roman  de  la  Rose,  edited  by  Dr  Max  kalnm.    Part  I. 
LXXXI V.  A  Rime-Index  to  Chaucer's  Troilus,  by  Prof.  Skeat,  LittD. 

The  issue  for  1898,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
LXXXV.  Parallel-Text  Specimens  of  all  accessible  unprinted  Chaucer  MSS:  The 
Pardonet*s  Prolog  and  2 ale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupits&a,  Ph.D.      Part  II, 
from  10  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1893,  in  the  Fint  Seriee,  is, 
LXXXVI.  Parallel-Text  Specimens  of  all  accessible  un]»rinled  Chaucer  MSS:  The 
Pardoner^ s  Prolog  and  Tale,  edited  by  Prof.  Zupitza,  Ph.D.    Part  III, 
from  6  MSS. 
The  issue  for  1894,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
LXXXVII.  A  ParalleUrext  of  3  more  MSS  of  Chaucer's  Troilus,  the  St.  John's 
and  Cornus,  Cambridge,  and  Harl.  1239,  Brit.  Mus.,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J. 
Fumivall.     Part  I,  with  a  Note  by  G.  C.  Macaulay,  M.A. 
Tlie  issue  for  1895,  in  the  Fint  Series,  is, 
LXXXVIII.  A  Parallel-Text  of  3  more  MSS  of  Chaucer's  Troilus,  Part  II. 

The  issue  for  1896,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  will  be, 
LXXXIX.   Prof.  McCormick's  Introduction  to  Chaucer's  Troilus,  disrussing  it« 
MSS,  its  Text,  its  Metre  and  Grammar:  2nd  Parallel-Texts,  Part  III. 
The  issue  for  1897,  in  the  Fint  Series,  is, 
XC.  Parallel- Text  Specimens  of  ail  accessible  unprinted  MSS:   The  Pardoner's 
Prolog  and  Tale,  Part  IV,  from  17  MSS,  edited  by  the  late  Prof.  Zupitza, 
Ph.D.,  and  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D. 
The  issue  for  1898,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
XCI.  Parallel-Text  Specimens,  Fart  V  :  The  Pardoner  s  Prolog  and  Tale,  a  Six- 
Text,  from  3  MSSnnd  3  black-letters,  edited  by  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D., 
and  Dr.  V.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  ssue  for  1899,  in  the  First  Series,  U, 
XCIL  Parallel-Text  Specimens.  Part  VI :   The  Clerk's  Tale,  a  Six-Text  Print  from 
6  MSS  not  containing  The  Pardoner's  Tale,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
The  issue  for  1900,  in  the  Fint  Seriei,  is, 
XCIII.  Parallel- Text  Specimens,  Part  VII:  The  Clerk's  Tale  from  the  Phillipps 

MS  8209  and  the  I^ngleat  MS,  nut  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall. 
XCIV.  Parallel-Text  Specimens,  Part  \  III :  The  Pardoners  Prolog  and  Tale  from 
the  Hodson  MS  39,  put  forth  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Fumivall  with  an  Introduction 
by  Prof.  John  Koch,  Ph.D. 
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The  issue  Tor  1901,  in  tho  Firit  Seriei,  is, 
XCV.  The  CaiiiUridKe  MS  I)d.  4.  24.  uf  (he  Canlerburv  Tnleft,  completed  bv  the 
i:{;erton  MS  2726  (the  llaixtweU  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  )*'umiTa]L     Part  I. 
The  issue  for  1908,  in  tlie  First  SeriM,  is, 
XCV  I.  The  CAitibridKe  MS  Dd.  4.  24.  of  ibe  Cuutarburv  Tales,  completed  bv  tbt- 

•  Kf^ertun  MS  2726  (the  HniMtwell  MS),  ed.  F.  J.  FttiniTall.     Part  II. 
XC  VII.  raraUel'Text  UpeeiutenB,  Part  IX :  An  Introduction  to  the  ei{^ht  Specimen* 
of  Chaucer's  Clerk'n  Tale^  by  Prof.  Dr.  John  Koch. 
The  issue  for  1007,  in  the  First  Series  (none  in  1908-6)  will  i>roUably  be, 
XC  VIII.  SpeetMen-Kxtraetit  from  nine  unpritUed  MSS  tf  Chaucer* »  Troiltu,  with  ah 
Introduction  oil  the  MSS.  Metre  and  Grnnininr  of  the  Poein,  by  Dr.  W.  H. 
McCorniick.  [At  Frt9t 

SECOND  SEUIES. 
or  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  .1868  is, 

1.  Early  Enfjlix/i  Prottnnetali&H,  with  enuecial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaucer, 
by  Alexander  J.  KIIia,  Hnq.,  F.K.S.  Part  1.  This  work  includes  an  auiHlpunatkui  of 
Prof.  F.  J .  ChUd'H  two  Papers  on  the  use  of  the  final  -e  by  Chaucer  (in  T.  Wiigfat'ied. 
of  The  Cttuterb.  Tale*)  and  by  Gower  (in  1)r  Pauli's  ed.  of  the  Coufeui^  Amentu), 

2.  Essays  on  Chancer,  his  Word*  and  Works,  Part  1.:  I.  Prof.  Ebert's  Renew  of 
Sandras's  Elude  snr  Chatteer,  translated  by  J.  W.  van  Rees  Hoets,  M.A ;  1  A 
13th-centurv  liatin  Treatise  on  the  Chiliudre  (of  the  ShipmaH^s  Tale),  edited  by 
Mr.  E.  Brock. 

3.  A  Temporary  Preface  to  the  Society's  Six-Text  edition  of  Chaucer^s  Ctnterlturf 
Tales,  Part  I,  attempting  to  show  the  right  Order  of  the  Tales,  and  tbe  T>sp  an^ 
Sfapres  of  the  Pitpriuiage,  &c.  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1869  is, 
.  4.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  referance  to  Shakspere  and  Cbsncer, 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  II. 

Of  the  Seeond  Seriee,  the  issue  for  1870  is, 

5.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chaurer. 
by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq.,  F.R.S.     Part  III. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1871  \h. 

6.  Trial- Fore icords  to  my  Parallel-Text  edition  of  Chaucer's  Minor' Poems  for  liir 
Chaucer  Society  (with  a  try  to  set  Chaucer's  Works  in  their  right  order  of  Time),  b 
Fredk.  J.  Fum'ivall.     Part  I. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  187S  is, 

7.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  some  of  Chaucer^s  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  I.  1.  Tb^ 
Original  of  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale  of  Constance,  from  the  French  Chronicle  d 
Nicholas  Trivet,  Arundel  MS  56,  ab.  1340  a.d.,  collated  with  the  later  copy,ab.  14l«. 
in  the  National  Library  at  Stockholm ;  copied  and  edited,  with  a  translation,  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Brock.  2.  The  Tale  of  "  Merelaus  the  Emperor,**  englisht  from  the  Geit9 
Romanornm  by  Thomas  Hoccleve,  in  Harl.  MS  7333 ;  and  3.  Part  of  Matthew  Patis » 
Vita  Ofte  Primi,  both  stories  illustrating  incidents  in  the  Man  of  haul's  Tale,  4.  Tw<' 
French  Fabliaux  like  the  Reeve's  Tale.    a.  Two  Latin  Stories  like  the  Friar's  Tait. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1878  is, 

8.  Albertano  of  Brescia's  Liber  Consilii  et  Consolationis,  A.l>.  1246  (the  Latin 
source  of  the  French  original  of  Chaucer's  Melibe),  edited  from  the  MSS,  by  Pr. 
Thor  Sundby. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1874  is, 

9.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  his  Words  and  Works,  Part  II.:  3.  John  of  Hovedeii'> 
Praftiea  Chiliudri,  edited  from  the  MS.  with  a  translation,  hy  Mr.  £.  Brock.  4. 
Chaucer's  use  of  the  final  -e,  by  Joseph  Payne,  Esq.  5.  Mrs.  £.  Barret t-Brownise 
on  Chaucer :  being  those  parts  of  her  review  of  the  Book  of  the  Poets,  1842,  whicb 
relate  to  him  ;  here  reprinted  by  leave  of  Mr  Robert  drowning.  6.  ProfesiiOT 
Bernhard  ten  Brink's  critical  edition  of  Chaucer's  Compleynte  to  Pite. 

Of  the  Seeond  Series,  the  issue  for  1875  is, 

10.  Originals  and  Analogues  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  Part  II.  6.  Alphos- 
8U3  of  Lincoln,  a  Story  like  the  Prioress's  Tale.  7.  How  Reynard  caught  Chanti- 
cleer, the  source  of  the  Nun's-PtHest's  Tale.  8.  Two  Italian  Stories,  and  a  Laiis 
one,  like  the  Pardoner's  Tale.  9.  The  Tale  of  the  Priest's  Bladder,  a  sto»y  like  the 
Snmmoner' s  Tale^  being  *Li  die  de  le  Vescie  a  Prestre,'  par  Jakes  de  Basiw.  H'- 
Petrarch's  I<atin  Tale  of  Griseldis  (with  Boccaccio's  Story  from  which  it  was  re>told\ 
the  original  of  the  Clerk's  Tale.  11.  Five  Versions  of  a' Pear-tree  Story  like  that  in 
the  Merchant's  Tale.  12.  Four  Versions  of  The  Life  of  Saint  Cecilia,  the  origrasi 
of  the  Second  Nun's  Talc.     Edited  by  F.  J.  FumivalL 

11.  Early  English  Pronnnciation,  with  especial  reference  to  Shakspere  and  Chau- 
cer, by  Alexander  J.  Ellis,  Esq..  F.R.S.     Part  IV. 

12.  Life- Records  of  Chaucer,  Part  I,  The  Robberies  of  Chaucer  by  Richard  Brerr- 
lay  and  others  at  Westminster,  and  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  on  Tuesday,  Sept,  6,  13&a 
with  some  Account  of  the  Robbers,  from  the  Enrolments  in  the  Public  Record  Offi*^. 
by  W  alford  D.  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Recoid  Office. 


Director  :  t".  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  3,  St  Georfje*9  Square,  London,  K.W. 

Treasurer:  H.  B.  Wiibatlby.  Esq.,  6,  Minftird  OardenR.  West  Kensington  Park,  W. 

Hon.  i>ec. :  W.  A.  Dalzibl,  Esq.,  67,  Vi<!toria  Rd.,  Finsbury  Park,  London.  N. 

Baukera  :  The  Umion  Baxk  of  London,  Head  Office,  Princes  Street,  E.C. 

I^udiishert:  N.  TuGbnbu  and  Co.,  57  &  59,  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C. 

The  Early  English  Text  Society  was  started  by  Mr  Furnivall  in  1864  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  mass  of  Old  English  Literature  within  the  reach  of  the 
ordinary  student,  and  of  wiping  away  the  reproach  under  which  England  had  long 
rested,  of  having  felt  little  interest  in  the  monuments  of  her  early  life  and  language. 

The  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  desires  to  print  in  its  Original  Series  the  whole  of  our  imprinted 
MS  literature ;  and  in  its  Extra  Series  to  reprint  in  careful  editions  all  that  is  most 
valuable  of  printed  MSS  and  early  printed  books. 

The  Society  has  issued  to  its  subscribers  110  Texts,  most  of  them  of  great  interest ; 
so  much  so  indeed  that  the  publications  of  its  first  two  years  have  l^n  reprinted, 
and  those  for  its  third  year,  13Q6,  will  follow. 

The  Subscription  is  jBI  1«.  a  year  [and  £1  Is.  (Large  Paper,  £2  12a.  6t?.)  additional 
for  the  ExTiiA  Seuies],  due  in  advance  on  the  1st  of  Januaky,  and  should  be  paid 
either  to  the  Society's  Account  at  the  Head  Office  of  the  Union  Bank  of  London, 
Princes  Street,  E.G.,  or  by  Money  Order  (made  payable  at  the  Chief  Office,  London) 
to  *the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr  W.  A.  Dalzibl,  67,  Victoria  Uoad,  Finsbury  Park, 
London,  K. 

Jh  (he  Original  Series^  the  Publications  for  1381  will  be  taken  from : — 

CATHOLICON  ANGLICUM,  ed.  S.  J.  Hkkhtaok^.BjI.     [At  Press. 
MERLIN,  Part  IV,  containing  Preface,  Index,  and  Glossary.  Ed.  H.  B.  Wheatlet. 
BEOWCLV,  the  unique  MS.  autotyped  and  tmnsliterated,  od.  Prof.  Zupitza. 
KING  ALFRED'S  OROSIUS,  from  Lord  Tollemache's  9th  century  MS.,  ed.  H. 

Sweet,  M.A.     [At  Press, 
PIERS  PLOWMAN  :  Notes,  Glossary,  &c.     Part  II,  ed.  Rev.  Prof.  Skeat,  M.A. 
THE  OLDEST  ENGLISH  TEXTS,  CHARTERS,  &c.,  ed.  H.  Sweet,  M.A. 

[At  Press. 
GAWAYNE  POEMS,  ed.  F.  J.  Vipan,  M.A. 

WILLIAM  OF  NASSINGTON'S  MIRROR  OF  LIFE,  ed.  S.  J.  Herutaoe,  B.A. 
ARCHBP.   THORESBY'S    CATECHISM,    &c.,   ed.   Rkv.   Canon    Simmons. 

[At  Press. 
ALL   THE   EARLY  ENGLISH  VERSE   LIVES   OF  SAINTS,  ed.  Dr.  C. 

Hokstmann. 
PILGRIMAGE  OF  THE  LYF  OF  MANHODE,  in  the  Northern  Dialect,  ed. 

S.  J.  Herutaoe,  B.A. 
ANGLO-SAXON    AND    EARLY    ENGLISH    PSALTERS,    ed.   W.    Aldis 

^VitiOHT    \I  \.     and  J   Wood 
ANGLO-SAXON  METRICAL  LIVES  OF  SAINTS,  in  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E  7., 

ed.  Rev.  Pixif.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.     [At  Press. 
EARLY  ENGLISH  HOMILIES,  13th  centurv,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Moeris. 
THE  RULE  OF  ST.  BENET:   6  Texts,  Auglo-Saxon,  Early  EiigliKh,  Caxton, 

&c.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
CURSOR  MUNDI.    Part  VI.    Introduction  and  Glossary,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris. 
GOSPEL  OF  NICODEMUS,  ed.  Prof.  Wulcker. 

Those  for  1880  are  :— 

73,  THE  BLICKLING  HOMILIES,  971  a.d.,  ed.  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Morris.   Pt  III. 

74.  ENGLISH  WORKS  OF  WYCLIF,  hitherto  unprinted,  ed.  F.  D.  Matthew, 

Esq. 

In  the  Extra  Series,  the  Publications  for  1881  tctll  be  taken  from  : — 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES:— 4.  LYF   OF  CHARLES*  THE   GRETE, 

Part  II,  ed.  S.  J.  Herrtage,  B.A.     [At  Press. 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :-5.  THE  TAILL  OF  RAUF  COLYEAR, 

ed.  Pkof.  Tkautmann.     [At  Press. 
CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :--6.  THE  SO^VDONE  OF  BABYLONE,  ed. 

Du.  E.  Hausknecht.     [At  Press. 
ANOTHER  ALLITERATIVE  ROMANCE  OF  ALEXANDER,  ed.  Rev.  Prof. 

W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.,  and  J.  H.  Hkssels,  Esq.     [At  Press. 
BARBOUR'S  BRUCE,  ed.  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat.     Part  IV.    [At  Press. 
GUY  OF  WARWICK  (2  parallel  texts;  a  14th  cent,  or  Auohinleck  MS.  version; 

b  15th  cent,  or  Caius  Coll.  MS.),  edited  bv  Prof.  Zupitza.     Part  I.     [At  Press. 
SIR  BEVIS  OF  HAMTON,  ed.  Dr.  E.  Kolbino. 
LONELICH'S  HOLY  GRAIL,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall,  M.A.    Part  V. 

Those  for  1880  are  :— 

XXXV.  CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES  :— 2.  THE  SEGE  OFF  MELAYNE, 
SIR  OTUELL,  &c.,  ed.  8.  J.  Hkrrtaoe,  B.A. 

XXXVI.  CHARLEMAGNE  ROMANCES : -3.   LYF   OF  CHARLES  THE 
GRETE,  Part  I,  ed.  S.  J,  He&rtaoe,  B.A. 


